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CHAPTER ONE 

  

UNTO FULLNESS 

 

 

Father, Reveal Thy Son In Me 
 

We will be speaking of THE FULLNESS THAT FILLETH. And our 

scripture reference will be Ephesians 1:23, “ Which is his body, the fullness 

of him that filleth all in all.”  We sing a song: “Reveal Thy Son in me.” and 

each time we sing that chorus the thought always comes to me that when we 

really have as a desire of our heart said that, and really made that request to 

the Father, we have pretty much said all that is necessary to say. Because it 

is the revealing of The Son that is the good pleasure of The Father. 

 

References: 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and 

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. 

 

Philippians 3:10 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 

of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 

 

 

The Fullness 
 

We will look at the fullness that filleth, then we’ll begin to look at that in the 

light of the appearing of The Lord, and you really can’t separate the two. 

The one is really the exercise of the other. When does the fullness that filleth 

– fill? It fills with the appearing of The Lord. But let’s look at this fullness 

that we are talking about. Well, it is The Lord Himself. Yes, but The Lord in 

what way? When I was in Pentecostal circles, and we spoke of “being filled 

with the Spirit”, or “filled with The Lord”, it was taught almost like the 

Spirit of God was a liquid, and it was poured in, and filled up. And then it 

leaked out, so you poured some more, and it filled up and leaked out again. 

But we didn’t really understand this. And I certainly didn’t begin to 

understand this: what does it mean, “to be filled with The Lord”? And then 
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having seen The Lord, I began to come to an understanding of John 1:16, 

“And of his fullness have all we received.” And I began to comprehend that 

Christ is in me and in you as much as He is ever going to be! The problem is 

not how much of Christ is dwelling in me, but the measure to which Christ is 

revealed in me. It is not how much of Christ is in me: it is how much of 

Christ I see. It is the revealing of The Son that is the Work of The Spirit in 

the life of a believer. 
 

References: 

Ephesians 5:18 

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess, but be filled with the Spirit. 

 

John 14:20 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye I me, and I in you. 

 

John 16:13,14 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth: 

for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 

speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall 

receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

 

 

His Fullness 

 
But now let’s look in John 1:14-16, but I’m going to read verse 14, 16, then 

15. I don’t know where in the translating and printing of the Bible it took 

that order, but most Bible scholars will agree that the order should be 

14,16,15. “ And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 

beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 

grace and truth. And of his fullness have all we received, and grace for 

(unto) grace. John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of 

whom I spake. He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was 

before me.” Then it makes sense to go into verse 17, “ For the law was 

given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” The point here 

is: OF HIS FULLNESS HAVE ALL WE RECEIVED. But we need to 

understand who we are talking about, and in verse 14 it is “ …THE 

WORD… full of grace and truth.” And “…of his fullness have all we 

received.” Grace unto grace: that is, grace abounding, grace continuing to 

abound. Then Ephesians 1:15-23, “ Wherefore I also, after I heard of your 

faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, Cease not to give thanks 
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for you, making mention of you in my prayers: That the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 

revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 

riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, And what is the exceeding 

greatness of his power to us-ward who believe (that is, working toward and 

in us who believe), according to the working of his mighty power, which he 

wrought in Christ, when he raised him from (among) the dead, and set him 

at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and 

power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in 

this world, but also in that which is to come: And hath put all things under 

his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is 

his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.”  

 

Reference: 

Romans 5:20 

Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin 

abounded, grace did much more abound. 

 

 

The Body 
 

This isn’t saying that His Body is the fullness of Him; but that HE is the 

fullness that filleth His Body. “…the fullness that filleth…” This is what we 

are dealing with. We can see this in the type and shadow of the Tabernacle, 

and bringing this over and relating it to a believer. (See diagram) Friends, we 

talk about HIM being the fullness of His Body: the fullness that filleth all in 

all. And sometimes it seems like the Body becomes kind of an ambiguous 

thing to you and I, when in fact, the Body is made up of believers. So if the 

fullness that filleth THE BODY is Christ, the fullness that filleth THE 

BELIVER is Christ. He cannot be the fullness of the Body unless He is the 

fullness of the believer, because without the believer there simply is no 

Body. Now, we understand that no one believer is the Body in its function 

and in its expression. “But now are they many members, yet but one body.” 

(1 Corinthians 12:20) But Christ who is the fullness of the whole is also the 

fullness of every part. And it is out from that fullness that every part is to 

minister one to another, for the building up of the whole through the 

edifying of itself in love. 

 

 



 4 

References: 

Hebrews 8:5 

Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was 

admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, 

saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in 

the mount. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12,27 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that 

one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ…Now ye are the body 

of Christ, and members in particular. 

 

Ephesians 4:16 

From whom (Christ the head) the whole body fitly joined together and 

compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 

working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 

edifying of itself in love. 

 

 

Having The Fullness of Him 
 

So we can bring that right over, not only to a corporate structure, but into the 

believer – into you and me so that we may understand something of the 

fullness that the scripture is truly speaking. There seems to be, from time to 

time, a desire within many parts of the Lord’s Body towards fullness. That is 

a good thing, except that in most cases, what is being sought after is a 

fullness that we are to “possess” as though we do not HAVE the fullness in 

Him. We think it is something that we are going to “move on – into” – a 

moving beyond. People like to “move beyond”. I find they never really do, 

but they like to think that they do. And we come up with terms like ‘one day 

God’s going to do a great thing’; or ‘one day God’s going to have a great 

people’; ‘one day there’s going to be this or that.’ And then we devise 

somehow some kind of a special anointing that is going to bring that about. 

We’ve heard that same message in “Latter Rain”, in “Sonship”, in 

“Kingdom” movements. It makes a good sermon, but it just has no substance 

to it.  
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References: 

Colossians 2:9,10 

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are 

complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power. 

 

Joshua 1:11 

Pass through the host, and command the people, saying, Prepare you 

victuals; for within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to 

possess the land, which the Lord your God giveth you to possess it. 

 

 

Possessing Fullness 
 

Within those movements, the “fullness” towards which people are urged to 

go is not the fullness that is only found in Christ Himself. It seems to be 

something else. So the question came to my mind: do we possess the 

fullness of Christ – the fullness that He, Himself is, or does the fullness 

possess us? Is fullness something that we actually get or lay our hands upon, 

even spiritually speaking? Or is fullness that which possess us? To answer 

that we can look at the Tabernacle and relate that to the believer. Exodus 

40:34, “Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of 

the Lord filled the tabernacle.” The picture here is NOT the tabernacle 

possessing, but rather, the tabernacle BEING possessed. And that is a totally 

different concept from what I hear preached by those who want us to “go on 

to fullness”. Even when using the tabernacle, many of those misguided 

individuals say, ‘Oh, here we are in the outer court, then we’ve got to go in 

and possess the inner court, and then we’ve got to go in and possess the 

fullness.” I’m not going to argue that dispensational kind of teaching, but I’ll 

simply say that even if that were true, it is still presented in the wrong order. 

Because the order even in the tabernacle is not anybody going IN to possess 

the fullness: the order is the fullness appears and comes OUTWARD and 

fills up the whole house! The whole concept of the tabernacle is missed by 

most who teach it. The fullness begins in the Holies of Holies, or in the 

Spirit in the believer, and possesses the soul, possess the whole. Concerning 

the tabernacle, which can be seen as a type of the Church and also a believer, 

Who is it that enters in?  It is the High Priest (in type of Christ) entering into 

His House and filling it with His glory. 
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References: 

Philippians 3:12 

Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I 

follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended 

of Christ Jesus. 

 

Ephesians 3:18,19 

May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, 

and depth, and height, And to know the love of Christ which passeth 

knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:12 

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 

part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

 

John 14:6 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 

unto the Father, but by me. 

 

 

The One In The Midst 
 

There are many ways to present the reality of our union with Christ in the 

tabernacle, but us coming from one court and then invading another court, 

and then pressing into another court and possessing the fullness is not one of 

those ways. And that’s the whole point. Whether we are looking at the 

tabernacle diagram or at our corresponding diagram representing the 

believer, or corporately the whole Church: the One who is in the center, the 

One who is in the midst is CHRIST HIMSELF. The Spirit wherein 

dwelleth the fullness and the glory is IN YOU! 

 

References: 

Revelation 1:13 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, 

clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a 

golden girdle. 

 

Colossians 1:27 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
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Being Possessed 
 

But now continuing in Exodus 40:35, “ And Moses was not able to enter into 

the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory 

of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” See, this is not something YOU enter into 

– not you or me, or anybody else. This is something that fills: this is 

something that possesses you. YOU are possessed of the fullness that is in 

you! And we’ll look at just exactly how that does take place. We say that it 

is in the appearing of the Lord, and that is true, but we want to look at that in 

direct relation to you and me, the Body of the Lord Jesus Christ. So the 

fullness fills. And in the glory filling, what actually took place here, 

representatively in the tabernacle, is that the whole was transformed. For that 

time – when the glory of the Lord filled it, it transformed the whole house. 

In other words, no man could enter in. At that time the whole house was not 

about entering in. It was about being FILLED with the fullness that was 

there. Friends, you and I are going to learn something in Christ if we go on 

to know Him. There comes a time in my heart and in your heart when the 

whole picture of Salvation is not about you and me getting into Christ. It’s 

not even about you and me being in Christ. It’s about CHRIST being formed 

in you and me. 

 

References: 

1 Kings 8:10,11 

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that 

the cloud filled the house of the Lord, So that the priests could not stand to 

minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house 

of the Lord. 

 

2 Chronicles 5:13,14 

It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one 

sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord; and when they lifted 

up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and 

praised the Lord, saying, for he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever; 

that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the Lord; So 

that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the 

glory of the Lord had filled the house of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
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Galatians 4:19 

My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in 

you. 

 

 

A Transition 
 

With the revealing of fullness (the revealing of Christ in His fullness), there 

is a great transition and transformation that takes place in us. All of a sudden 

Salvation it is seen as being more than me being dead (although I am always 

that), but Salvation is not just about me being dead. It is about CHRIST and 

Christ only living! You really cannot separate the reality of the one from the 

other, but the emphasis of the one to the other comes to take place in your 

heart. Why? Because it is that way with God the Father. Do you think that 

God’s total, full understanding (we’re talking about fullness here) of 

Salvation is you and me being dead? Or do you think that God’s full 

comprehension of Salvation is Christ living in you? Paul came to that when 

he said in Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ…” Now you and I 

never get beyond that. We do not come back alive; we do not find another 

life, we do not get a second chance to do things better and do thing right. 

That’s not what it’s all about. 

 

References: 

Leviticus 1:3-5 

If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without 

blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the 

tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord And he shall put his hand 

upon the head of the burnt-offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make 

atonement for him. And he shall kill the bullock before the Lord: and the 

priests, Aaron’s sons, shall bring the blood and sprinkle the blood round 

about upon the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation. 

 

 

Coming To God’s Point of View 
 

No, I’m ever crucified with Christ, but my point is there comes a time when 

we come to GOD’S point of view, of the very same reality. And God’s 

viewpoint of the very same reality that these pieces of furniture represent is 
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NOT me at all, but it is CHRIST – totally and fully. This is His glory filling. 

This is revealing His Son in me. So Paul goes on and says in Galatians 2:20, 

“ …nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” And there’s a time 

when in our hearts, the balance is shifted from the emphasis on me being 

dead, to the emphasis that Christ liveth. CHRIST liveth! The reality of 

fullness is always, Not I, But Christ! Not me possessing, but Christ filling. 

 

References: 

Romans 6:11 

Likewise, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 

unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and 

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him… 

 

2 Corinthians 5:15 

And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto 

themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. 

 

 

A Contrast 
 

Paul is, in one statement, showing that he had come from one viewpoint to 

another viewpoint, Not I, Not Paul, but Christ. When we first begin to see 

the Lord, the thing with which our heart is smitten at that time, is not how 

much Christ liveth, but it is how dead I am. There is a contrast: and that 

contrast is automatic, and that contrast is complete. You can not stand in His 

appearing and not understand I AM DEAD, I have no life but Him! And you 

never get beyond that in and of yourself. You do not resurrect yourself, but 

you do come to the Father’s viewpoint concerning Full Salvation. The 

Father’s viewpoint is not how dead YOU are; but how alive HIS SON is. 

The one doesn’t cancel out the other. It’s just that the emphasis changes. 

From God’s viewpoint, the tabernacle and the temple both speak of the 

fullness that filleth. Yes, we see there the type of Christ presenting Himself 

as the Way, the Truth and the Life with regard to Christ providing himself as 

our entrance into the fullness that is in Him. However, the overwhelming 

view presented by the tabernacle and temple is one of fullness filling the 

House of God.  
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References: 

Romans 6:3,11 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 

baptized into his death?…Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 

indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Colossians 3:3 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

 

Revelation 1:17 

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand 

upon me, saying unto me, Fear not: I am the first, and the last. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:10 

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 

also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:12 

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 

part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

 

Matthew 3:17 

And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased. 

 

 

The Fullness Transforms 
 

So our point in this is simply that it is the fullness that transforms. And that’s 

the reason that Moses couldn’t go in. We read this in 1 Chronicles 7:1,2, 

“Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from 

heaven, and consumed the burnt-offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of 

the Lord filled the house. And the priests could not enter into the house of 

the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s house.” All of 

these were under an Old Covenant administration, and an Old Covenant 

administration could not be filled with the glory. No, those times that the 

glory filled the house spoke of a NEW Covenant administration, a NEW 

concept of Salvation, a NEW understanding of Salvation. And therefore 

Moses at that time couldn’t go in. The priests couldn’t go in: no one else 

could go in. There was no way that under an Old Covenant administration 



 11 

they could enter into the glory or stay where that glory was. But what 

happened at that time was when His glory filled the tabernacle, the 

tabernacle became for that instant, an altogether OTHER view of Salvation 

than the Old Covenant could present, or that the Old Covenant could 

understand. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 7:19 

For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; 

by the which we draw nigh unto God. 

 

Hebrews 3:5 

And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony 

of those things which were to be spoken after. 

 

Numbers 20:12 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to 

sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring 

this congregation into the land which I have given them. 

 

Deuteronomy 1:35,36; 3:25-27 

Surely there shall not one of these men of this evil generation see that good 

land which I sware to give unto your fathers, Save Caleb the son of 

Jephuneh: he shall see it, and to him will I give the land that he hath trodden 

upon, and to his children, because he hath wholly followed the Lord…I pray 

thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that 

goodly mountain, and Lebanon. But the Lord was wroth with me for your 

sakes, and would not hear me: and the Lord said unto me, Let it suffice thee: 

speak no more unto me of this matter. Get thee up into the top of Pisgah, and 

lift up thine eyes westward, and northward, and southward, and eastward, 

and behold it with thine yes: for thou shall not go over this Jordan. 

 

 

The Veil 
 

And that’s exactly what Paul brings us to in 2 Corinthians 3 with the taking 

away of the veil. “And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the 

children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is 

abolished: But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the 

same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is 
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done away in Christ.” (2 Corinthians 3:13,14) In effect, in a theological 

manner the veil represented the whole of the Old Covenant, the whole of 

Old Covenant Israel. So when the veil is done away in Christ (and it was 

done away at the Cross, the whole of Old Covenant Israel was done away). 

This was so that a New comprehension, a New Covenant could come in with 

a New Salvation. This is not “another” Salvation, but the “newness” of 

Salvation: not that which was of the letter, but that which is of the Spirit. 

And so Paul simply says what has happened is the veil has been taken away. 

And when the veil is taken away, the glory is revealed; and the glory has its 

outshining. And Salvation comes to be understood from the standpoint of the 

Father. And the FULLNESS of Salvation comes to be understood; and the 

fullness of Salvation is not possessions – you getting this or that, and you 

getting more. No, no! From the Father’s viewpoint fullness is being filled 

with the FULLNESS OF GOD! The fullness filleth… the fullness takes 

possession of the Tabernacle. The fullness takes possession of the soul. And 

that’s what we have discussed. 

 

References: 

Matthew 27:51 

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the 

bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent. 

 

Hebrews 8:8,9 

For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house 

of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the 

day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 

because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith 

the Lord. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:6 

Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, 

but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

 

Hebrews 9:28 

So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look 

for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. 
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Ephesians 3:19 

And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 

filled with all the fullness of God. 

 

 

Israel – Canaan 
 

But now let’s look at something. It is the same story with Israel entering into 

Canaan. Oh my, all the sermons we’ve heard on Canaan – the type 

represented by Canaan. We preach about crossing over ‘Jordan’s chilly 

waters’ with Canaan as that type of us going into heaven. And that never did 

sit well with me, because every filthy thing you could find was in Canaan! 

Seven nations that hated God were in Canaan! So how then is Canaan a type 

of heaven? They fought wars, tore down walls in Canaan. What was going 

on there? What kind of a type, a shadow, a figure is represented there that 

does come to its fulfillment in Christ Jesus with respect to our Salvation? 

 

References: 

Joshua 3:10,13,17 

And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you, 

and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, and 

the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the 

Amorites, and the Jebusites…And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles 

of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the 

earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be 

cut off from the waters that come down from above; and they shall stand 

upon an heap…And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord 

stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed 

over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan. 

 

Deuteronomy 7:1 

When the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to 

possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the 

Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and 

the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou. 

 

 

 

 



 14 

The Ark of The Covenant 
 

It’s just exactly what we’ve been talking about. You see it first in the 

tabernacle, and then you see the very same thing in Canaan. You come to 

see that very same Truth; but now it’s just on a very much larger scale. This 

should show us. How did they enter into Canaan? What were they following 

after entering into Canaan? It was THE ARK OF THE COVENANT. It’s the 

only time it had ever been set out in front of them. Now it was set out in 

front of them always in the tabernacle, but here God’s picture of Israel and 

of the glory possessing His House just expands. And here’s the Ark set out 

in front of them again – 2,000 cubits. The reason given them is that, you 

have not gone this way before. As recorded in Joshua 3, the priests stood in 

the midst of the Jordan, and the Jordan rolled back. The priests stood in the 

midst of the Jordan bearing the Ark of the Covenant, and all of Israel passed 

over before, in the sight of, looking at the Ark of the Covenant. And they 

passed IN. 

 

References: 

Joshua 3:3,4,11,14-16 

And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye 

shall remove from your place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space 

between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near 

unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not 

passed this way heretofore…Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of 

all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan…And it came to pass, 

when the people removed from the tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests 

bearing the ark of the covenant before the people; And as they that bare the 

ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were 

dipped in the brim of the water (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the 

time of harvest,) That the waters which came down from above stood and 

rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan; 

and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, 

failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho. 
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Seeing From God’s Viewpoint 
 

We’re going to look at this in Exodus 4. We’re talking about seeing things 

from God’s viewpoint. And the reason I’m making such a big thing of 

seeing from God’s viewpoint is 2 Corinthians 3. It says there that after the 

veil is done away, we come to see God’s point of view. What happens? 

Verse 18, “ But we all, with open face (that is with an open heart) beholding 

as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from 

glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” Why? Because the heart 

has turned to see the Lord, and the veil is done away in Him. Verse 16, 

“Nevertheless, when it (the heart) shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be 

taken away.” We turn to truly see Christ, and “When Christ, who is our life, 

shall appear…”(Colossians 3:4) we appear with Him where He is. So we 

turn to see Him and there’s no veil. The veil we find was on our heart. So 

now with unveiled face, (because God hasn’t veiled His Son) we are seeing 

the viewpoint of God. Let me put it this way, “ Beholding as in a glass…” 

Now the word “glass” means mirror, but that mirror can’t be assumed to be a 

natural mirror. It’s not something that gives a reflection. No, it’s what is 

called in the Hebrew tongue the “MARAH” of God. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 3:14 

But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail 

untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in 

Christ. 

 

Matthew 17:5 

While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold 

a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased: hear ye him. 

 

 

THE MARAH OF GOD 
 

In Ezekiel it is the vision of God. It is God’s vision of Himself. The mirror 

of God is NOT a reflection of God: it is the appearing of God in the Person 

of His Son. The mirror of God, the vision of God is JESUS CHRIST THE 

LORD! The vision of God is the Son being revealed. The light does not 

shine upon God’s mirror: the light shines OUT from God’s mirror. 2 
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Corinthians 4:6, “ For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 

darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” Beholding as in a mirror the glory 

of the Lord, we are changed. Changed – how? Changed by the glory! 

Changed from darkness to light: changed from the old concept to the New 

Reality. Changed – our mind is renewed, our soul is transformed in the glory 

of the Lord. We have come to the Lord’s mirror! We have come to The One 

who is the appearing of God. That’s what that is about! 

 

References: 

Ezekiel 1:1 

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day 

of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the 

heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 

 

Colossians1:11,12; 3:10 

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of 

the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power 

of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son…And 

have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of 

him that created him. 

 

Ephesians 5:8 

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as 

children of light. 

 

John 14:9 

Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long with you, and yet hast thou not 

known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how 

sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 

 

 

God’s Vision 
 

Now Exodus 4:22, “ And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, 

Israel is my son, even my firstborn.” We need to come to God’s point of 

view concerning Israel if we are going to understand going into Canaan. And 

you’ve got to come to God’s point of view if you’re going to understand 

anything with regard to your Salvation. And God’s point of view is His 

looking glass, His mirror: God’s vision of Himself. Vision is what He gives 
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you, not “a” vision, vision, sight. Do you want to see My glory? He reveals 

HIS SON and we see the vision of the Lord. We’ve got to get away from the 

Old Covenant concept that a vision is something God gives, rather than the 

vision being Who God is. The vision of the Lord is not a vision given by the 

Lord:” it is OF the Lord! Not looking into a glass seeing some kind of a 

reflection: but looking into the face of Jesus Christ, the Lord of Glory! The 

light shines outward. That’s not the way it is with a natural glass. If you 

come up to a natural mirror you want the light shining on you so you can see 

your reflection. But that’s not God’s mirror there. There is no reflection out 

of God’s mirror. He isn’t after a reflection. He’s after the appearing of 

Himself in a people, transforming that people into His very image. 

 

References: 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and 

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. 

 

Romans 8:29 

For whom he did foreknow he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

 

The Son Himself Shining 
 

So we say He does that so that we can become a reflection. No! There is no 

reflection! God is not after a reflection. Israel was a reflection: Israel was 

like a moon to the sun – a reflection. Not so the Church; not so the Temple 

of God, not so the Body of Christ. No – it is the Son Himself shining. 

Consequently God’s point of view is extremely important. You have to 

come to God’s point of view. When we see the glass; “…beholding as in a 

glass the glory of the Lord, we are changed into that same image from glory 

to glory…” (2 Corinthians 3:18) That is, from the Old Covenant concept to 

the New Covenant reality by the Lord, who is Spirit. We are changed: there 

is an identity that takes place. All of a sudden I’ve seen Who my Life is. I’ve 

seen The One by whose name I am known unto the Father. I’m not known 

there by my name, but HIS. 
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References: 

Colossians 3:4 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 

him in glory. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:12 

For now we see through a glass, darkly: but then face to face: now I know in 

part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

 

John 15:16; 16:23,24 

Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 

should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that 

whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you…And 

in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto 

have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 

may be full. 

 

 

God Dealing in Reality 
 

So it is important, and that is the reason I read Exodus 4:22, “ Israel is my 

son, even my firstborn.” Who is God’s idea of Israel? My son – my 

firstborn. That’s God’s viewpoint of Israel. And Israel in the flesh was 

representative of that, and that’s the way God dealt with them. And that’s the 

reason most of the time they were at cross purposes with the dealings of 

God. They had no concept of identity. Most believers today have no concept 

of identity either. I really think He’s dealing with JW; but not from His 

viewpoint. From His viewpoint – JW DIED! From His viewpoint He is 

revealing The Son – The Son that is in me, The Son who is my life. He is 

dealing with me in the reality of His Son. He knows Who my Life is! He 

knows Who dwells in me. He knows why I have Life! And He deals with me 

from that standpoint. And I’m here trying to get Him to deal with me from 

my standpoint. And you see there is a time when everything that we know of 

Christ is from our point of view. The brazen altar in the tabernacle means I 

am dead. However, as we have already stated, it means much more than I am 

dead! 
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References: 

2 Corinthians 5:14,15 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge; that if one 

died for all, then were all dead: And that he died for all, that they which live 

should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for 

them, and rose again. 

 

Colossians 3:3 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

 

Romans 6:3 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 

baptized into his death? 

 

Galatians 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 

 

Complete View of Christ 
 

It is the same with the laver, and on and on… but this is not a dispensational 

chart. It is a complete view of Christ. We come to see Him as the Father sees 

Him, and the glory begins to transform our whole soul. I am not the center 

anymore. HE is, and everything is coming out from Him. It’s not ME 

possessing HIS fullness: it is HIS fullness possessing my soul! There’s all 

the difference in night and day in those two concepts – of me possessing and 

being possessed of Him. We’ve got to understand that, because that is 

exactly what we see here. 

 

Reference: 

Colossians 1:16,17 

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 

principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And 

he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 
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The Natural Mind 

 
Remember, God’s view of Israel, “Israel is my Son, even my firstborn.” 

(Exodus 4:22) That which I have brought up out from among the dead. You 

see, God was always looking at the Resurrection. The natural mind sees 

peoples and tribes possessing the land, and setting up a kingdom. And the 

natural mind says some day that whole thing is going to be given back to 

that people – that race, those tribes. But that was never God’s viewpoint to 

begin with. We ought to understand from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that the 

promises of God to Abraham were concerning His Seed which is CHRIST. 

And although there was a natural line representative of that seed (and as long 

as that natural line obeyed God they received the good of that); but that 

natural line came to an END with the Cross. And there is now a RE-

generation, another generation from the True Seed of God, unto whom the 

promises were ultimately and fully made, and can only be realized in that 

Seed. They can only be realized in Christ. 

 

References: 

Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

Revelation 1:5 

And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of 

the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, 

and washed us from our since with his own blood. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:14 

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are 

foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned. 

 

Acts 1:6 

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, 

wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 

 

Galatians 3:16,19,29 

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 

seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is 
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Christ…Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 

transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; 

and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator…And if ye be 

Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 

Matthew 19:28 

And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have 

followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne 

of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 

of Israel. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:20 

For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory 

of God by us. 

 

 

Types and Shadows 
 

So it is with Israel, but the natural mind just sees the people and the tribes, 

but God saw them as representing something more that that. Within types 

and shadows are types and shadows. In the natural Israel there is a type of an 

old and a new. The old, the natural went up to Canaan and they sent some 

spies over, and they came back. But now we have a second coming – a 

second: not a first, but a second. Paul picks up on that in the reality of it. 

“The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from 

heaven.” (1 Corinthians 15:47) Israel is that in representation in this second 

approach. Yes, led by Joshua and Caleb who had another spirit all along. 

You see, the first, Israel would NOT walk in the vision that God set before 

them in the tabernacle in the person of their High Priest. They would not see 

themselves in a true identity. They would not do it. 

 

References: 

Numbers 13:16-20 

These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And 

Moses called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua. And Moses sent them to spy 

out the land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up this way southward, 

and go up into the mountain: and see that land, what it is, and the people 

that dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or many; and 

what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and what 

cities they be that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong holds; And 
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what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or 

not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the 

time was the time of the firstripe grapes. 

 

Numbers 14:23,24 

Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither 

shall any of them that provoked me see it: But my servant Caleb, because he 

had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into 

the land whereinto he went: and his seed shall possess it. 

 

 

Israel Refused The Vision 

 
You can read that in Numbers 14:1-19. I’ll just read verse 4. “And they said 

one to another…” That word “one” is a Hebrew word “ish” and it means 

they said “as a man”. They were all bound together speaking as a man. “And 

they said as a man, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.” 

This is the reason God said they are all going to die! “…as a man, let US 

make a captain…” THAT man must die! That man can not enter into 

anything. That’s Israel’s identity of themselves. So for forty years God 

demonstrates through the tabernacle, through the priests… for forty years He 

shows Himself…He shows Himself. A New Man – the old has died, a New 

One comes forth. Numbers 14:20-21, “And the Lord said, I have pardoned 

according to thy word: But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with 

the glory of the Lord.” The better translation is “this land shall be filled with 

the glory of the Lord.” That’s the whole intention of God. Get your mind on 

this: this is the whole intention of God for the tabernacle, for the believer. 

The whole intention of God for the Corporate Body of Christ is that it be 

filled with the glory of the Lord! That’s the whole purpose of Salvation. 

That’s the whole purpose of God creating a New Creation in Christ, to be 

filled with the glory of the Lord. 

 

References: 

Numbers 14:32,35 

But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness…I the Lord 

have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil congregation, that are 

gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall be consumed, 

and there they shall die. 
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2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

Ephesians 3:10,11,19 

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 

might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the 

eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord…And to know 

the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all 

the fullness of God. 

 

 

The Witness of The Glory of The Lord 
 

See, this natural creation (if we could see, and some do) is filled with the 

witness of the glory of the Lord. You see it in a tree, you see it in a flower. 

Environmentalists really get hooked on that, but I’m telling you that it is 

there. And if we could understand it from that point, we’d take better care of 

this natural creation. We wouldn’t cut down 2,000 year old trees to make 

anything! But there is a greater creation where the glory of the Lord is not in 

type and shadow. It is in the Person of the Lord Jesus, and the one speaks of 

the other. But now we’re looking at Israel as the creation, Israel as being the 

old heaven and the old earth. What do you mean “old”? Well, it is a type and 

a shadow and it has to pass away when the New comes in Christ. We make 

such a big deal about that, but we should understand that Israel after the 

flesh is a type and a shadow, and this old heaven and earth has to pass away 

and give way to the New heaven and earth in Christ Jesus. But even in the 

type there were these occasions when God just burst forth and filled up the 

type with HIMSELF showing this is His ultimate intention for the New. 

 

References: 

Revelation 21:1 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 

earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
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Hebrews 8:13 

In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which 

decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 

 

 

The Son Filling 
 

So here we have it. Numbers 14:21, “As truly as I live, this land shall be 

filled…” Here you have it – THE FULLNESS THAT FILLETH. “… shall 

be filled with the glory of the Lord.” Do you want to read Paul’s account of 

that? Ephesians 3:14 is the setting. “ For this cause I bow my knees unto the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and 

earth is named.” The whole that is to be filled. “That he would grant you, 

according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his 

Spirit in the inner man (the soul, to be strengthened from within); That 

Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith…” In us: The Son filling all that is 

His. Now back to the story. The Father saw the Son possessing His 

inheritance in the land. It’s the Son possessing His inheritance in the land. 

Ephesians 1:18, “…that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and 

what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.” Possessing His 

inheritance in the land. The land in which He possesses His inheritance was 

Israel itself. It was so in God’s view, and it finally came around to be seen 

with David and Solomon. David was not King of Canaan: he was King of 

Israel. Solomon was King of Israel. In all of this it was God at work 

showing, typically, His Son possessing Israel as a land.  

 

References: 

2 Samuel 5:3 

So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made 

a league with them in Hebron before the Lord: and they anointed David king 

over Israel. 

 

1 Kings 2:11,12 

And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years; seven years 

reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem. 

Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was 

established greatly. 
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Circumcision 
 

In Joshua 5, the thing that took place after all of Israel passed over was they 

were all circumcised. There had been no circumcision in the wilderness. 

Here they were all circumcised, and the circumcision is a sign of the 

firstborn. The circumcision comes to be realized in you and me by the Work 

of the Cross. It is the firstborn – “Israel is my son, even my firstborn.” 

(Exodus 4:22) So God would not let an uncircumcised Israel possess an 

inheritance. An uncircumcised son can not possess inheritance. The 

inheritance belongs to the firstborn. God is seeing His Son here. The whole 

thing is like the tabernacle, except it is a greater view. It is now the Son 

possessing the land – His Land! Look at Joshua 5:9, “ And the Lord said 

unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off 

you.” All the way – forty years; but now – right here to this second group, 

“This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt…” The word “rolled 

away” means among other things ‘removing the contempt’. It refers to being 

rolled up in blood. ‘I have rolled away, I have removed the contempt of 

Egypt.’ How is that? Because it is out of Egypt I have called My Son. That’s 

what I saw coming out of Egypt and that’s what I see entering into this land. 

This is God’s viewpoint. We see people, places, things, types and shadows, 

but God sees His Son; for it is in that Son that all things are fulfilled. 

 

References: 

Joshua 5:7 

And their children, whom he raised up in their stead, them Joshua 

circumcised for they were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised 

them by the way.  

 

Genesis 17:10,14 

This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed 

after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised…And the 

uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that 

soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. 

 

Colossians 2:11,12 

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 

in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the 

faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 
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Genesis 25:31; 27:19 

And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright…And Jacob said unto his 

father, I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou badest me: 

arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me. 

 

Hosea 11:1 

When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt. 

 

Matthew 2:15 

And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my 

son. 

 

 

One New Man 
 

So here by circumcision, all Israel stands before the Lord as ONE New Man 

– in His point of view. And then in Joshua 5 the man appears. Now 

remember this first group - they stood as a man and they said let us set up a 

captain, to take us back to REPROACH, back to Egypt! So God said they 

will all die, but I tell you, my glory shall fill the land. This is put together in 

the Father’s point of view. You can not look at this from an earthly point of 

view. From the Father’s point of view the second, the New come to a 

circumcision, and they now stand before the Lord as ONE NEW MAN – and 

the Captain shows up! But this is the Captain that the Lord chose. Joshua 

5:13, “ And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up 

his eyes and looked, and behold, there stood a man over against him with 

his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, 

Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? And he said, Nay; but as captain of 

the host of the Lord am I now come.” This is not as you see, but as God sees. 

“And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto 

him, What saith my lord unto his servant? And the captain of the Lord’s host 

said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot: for the place whereon 

thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.” We can see here there is a 

transition into the heavens of the whole thing. A HEAVENLY view comes 

in, an exalted view come in with the appearing of the Captain of the Lord’s 

host. Take your shoes off… where you stand is holy ground! 
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References: 

Numbers 14:21,29,35 

But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the 

Lord…Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were 

numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old 

and upward, which have murmured against me…I the Lord have said, I will 

surely do it unto all this evil congregation, that are gathered together 

against me: in this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall 

die. 

 

 

Holy Ground 
 

So the Captain appears, and he says this is MY land! Israel is my land – 

where you stand: this is holy ground. Where I appear – this is holy ground. 

This is my land: I will possess it. God had said that to them but they couldn’t 

hear that. He told them if you keep my covenant when you enter in, I will go 

before you. I will drive them out… I will do this… I will do that. But they 

couldn’t hear that. So now it is confirmed again. The Son possessed the land. 

Paul in prayer says it is “… HIS inheritance in the saints.” (Ephesians 1:18) 

This is the double portion of the firstborn. 

 

References: 

Colossians 3:4 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with me 

in glory. 

 

Exodus 3:8; 23:22,23,28 

And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 

bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land 

flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the 

Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the 

Jebusites…But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak: 

then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine 

adversaries. For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the 

Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the 

Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off… And I will send hornets 

before thee, which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite 

from before thee. 
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Greater View of Christ 
 

Let me show you the type of this: what’s really taking place with these 

Israelites going into Canaan. But in God’s view it is God’s Son possessing 

His land, and His glory. What happened when Israel got there? Solomon – 

the greater view of Christ built the Temple. Why? My God, the whole thing 

was gathered up into the Temple, and what happened once again? The glory 

of the Lord filled the Temple! See, there would never have been that Temple 

until there was that entering in and possessing of Canaan. But from God’s 

point of view it’s just a greater view of His Son, a greater view of Israel, a 

greater view of Salvation. But it’s all towards one thing: MY GLORY 

SHALL FILL. It is for the glory of the Lord! As you sit here now, you sit 

here in the Great One of Israel: you sit here in Christ, and the purpose of 

being in Him is that the glory of the Lord fill your soul! 

 

References: 

2 Samuel 7:12-14 

And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will 

set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will 

establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will 

stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and he shall 

be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and 

with the stripes of the children of men. 

 

1 Kings 8:10,11 

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that 

the cloud filled the house of the Lord, So that the priests could not stand to 

minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house 

of the Lord. 

 

 

Unto Glory 
 

Your appointment is unto GLORY! But not to “possessing it”, but being 

“possessed by it”! Canaan – the true story is not a bunch of Israelites 

possessing ground. It is the Lord possessing Israel. It is the Lord possessing 

His inheritance. The double portion of the firstborn. “Israel is my son, even 

my firstborn.” (Exodus 4:22) What did it finally come to be? Under David – 

the priesthood and the kingdom, because it all came together. And you’ll 
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notice along the way the old Tabernacle was lost, the Tent was lost. You’ll 

notice the Ark of the Covenant had to be brought back in. It was brought 

back into a little tent in the top of Mount Zion. It was made visible to all of 

Israel in that tent. You find that in the very Person of Jesus Christ who was 

Himself the Restoration of the Tabernacle, of the Tent of David. You find 

Him in the midst of Israel for three and a half years as the Glory of God. 

But, “ He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” (John 1:11) 

But what happened there? Solomon – the view of Christ in resurrection; the 

view of Christ in connection with a NEW Temple. Solomon brings the Ark 

of the Covenant into its chosen place. He sets it in the Temple, and as a 

result of that, once again the Temple is filled with the glory of the Lord. For 

it is Solomon that brings together both priesthood and the kingdom. This is 

the double portion of The Firstborn. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 2:10 

For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 

bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect 

through sufferings. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:7 

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, 

which God ordained before the world unto our glory. 

 

2 Samuel 6:11-15 

And the ark of the Lord continued in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite 

three months: and the Lord blessed Obed-edom, and all in his household. 

And it was told king David, saying, The Lord has blessed the house of Obed-

edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God. So David 

went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the 

city of David with gladness. And it was so, that when they that bare the ark 

of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings. And David 

danced before the Lord with all his might: and David was girded with a 

linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the 

Lord with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 

 

1 Chronicles 16:1 

So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tent that David 

had pitched for it: and they offered burnt-sacrifices and peace-offerings 

before God. 
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1 Kings 8:1,6 

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, 

the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto Solomon in Jerusalem, 

that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of 

David, which is Zion…And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of 

the Lord unto his place, into the oracle of the house, to the most holy place, 

even under the wings of the cherubim. 

 

 

An Endless Priesthood and Kingdom 
 

It is in Solomon we see what is only fulfilled in Christ – an endless 

priesthood and an endless kingdom. Revelation 5:10 says, “And hath made 

us unto our God a kingdom and a priesthood: and we shall reign on the 

earth.” Who has? This Melchisedek; this One who is both priest and king. 

Why? That it may be filled with His glory. And we see that reality in both 

the Temple and New Jerusalem. We see a new view. We see the Temple 

now not being a place of His appearing, but we see the Temple AS His 

appearing: The Lord appearing in His City. For John said in that City I 

didn’t see a separate Temple: I saw The Lord God and The Lamb! They are 

appearing in the City that the City be filled with the fullness – with the light 

of the glory of God. The City is simply the beauty of The One who appears 

in the midst. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 7:21,24,25 

(For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him 

that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for 

ever after the order of Melchisedec;) …But this man, because he continueth 

ever, hath an unchangeable preisthood. Whrefore he is able also to save 

them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 

make intercession for them. 

 

Genesis 14:18 

And Melckizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was 

the priest of the most high God. 

 

Revelation 21:10,11,22,23; 1:13 

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and 

shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven 
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from God, Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most 

precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal…And I saw no temple 

therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And 

the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the 

glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof…And in the 

midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a 

garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

 

 

From Type to Reality 
 

Now I didn’t discuss that in depth, but you’ve got to be able to come from 

the type to the REALITY. You can only do it from the Father’s point of 

view. And that’s where so many miss it, and they haven’t yet come to the 

reality of Christ. They are still “waiting for” the fullness, so that leaves a 

place for all of the different movements, and people stirring us up to “go in 

and possess the fullness”. That’s because the Church world denies the 

fullness. That’s because the Gospel you hear now is a Gospel of 

dispensationalism, and sets the fullness somewhre else. But I want to tell 

you, your Salvation is unto fullness; and that’s not a dispensational chart. 

That’s just a complete Work of the Spirit of God in you – revealing the 

fullness, that THE FULLNESS may possess the whole. Whether it is seen in 

the Tabernacle, or whether you see it in its larger view in Canaan, but 

whatever you see in the type, you find it is all gathered up once again in the 

Temple and in the City of God. You see Israel, as a type, used to camp in 

tents around the Tent. But now we see Israel as a City around the Temple. 

However you look at it – it is CHRIST ALL AND IN ALL. The purpose of 

it is that we be filled with fullness. 

 

References: 

Colossians 2:9,10 

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are 

complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power. 

 

Ephesians 1:10 

That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in 

one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 

even in him. 
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Numbers 2:2 

Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard with the 

ensign of their father’s house: far off about the tabernacle shall they pitch.  
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CHAPTER TWO 

 

THE PLACE OF HIS APPEARING 

 

 

Appearing – Filling 
 

We are dealing with the appearing of the Lord and we’re looking at the place 

of His appearing. This is part of the theme, “The Fullness That Filleth”. You 

can’t really separate the fullness filling, that is to say, the glory of the Lord 

filling the Tabernacle or the knowledge of the glory of God revealed in the 

face of Jesus Christ filling our souls, transforming our souls from the 

appearing of the Lord. You can’t separate “fullness filling” from the 

appearing of Christ because the one results in the other. It is actually the 

appearing that results in the filling. However, in presenting this I am dealing 

with the fullness first because so many believers have such a misconception 

of “being filled” or with “fullness”. They think this is something that “we” 

go on to, something “we” accomplish, or something “we” possess. But in 

fact whenever fullness is dealt with in the scripture in a related way to you 

and me in Christ, it is always the vessel being filled. It is not so much the 

vessel possessing but the vessel being possessed and being filled. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:23 

(the church) Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

Ephesians 5:18 

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit. 

 

 

The Revealing of The Presence 
 

Now the way and the means by which that takes place is in the appearing of 

the Lord. So now I want to focus on the appearing of the Lord – the place of 
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His appearing. Look at 2 Thessalonians 2:1, “ Now we beseech you, 

brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 

together unto him.” The word “coming” there is the Greek word 

PAROUSIA (Strong’s #3952). It means ‘to be present, presence, being 

present’. Sometimes it refers to being near, but the primary meaning is to be 

present. The Presencing of Christ. Also the PAROUSIA corresponds with 

the APOKALUPSIS (Strong’s #602). Now the APOKALUPSIS is translated 

as “revelation”. In other words when Paul said, “When it pleased God…to 

reveal his Son in me…” (Galatians 1:15,16) it means to be revealed: it 

means the revealing of Christ. And we must understand that with regard to 

this word “revealed” – Christ revealed, both in Paul’s writings and in Peter’s 

unmistakably it is Christ revealed in you – APOKALUPSIS. And with 

regard to this word PAROUSIA it corresponds with the word 

APOKALUPSIS because the APOKALUPSIS is always – without exception 

– of the presence. It is a recognition of the presence. It is an unveiling of 

something that is there, so that the presence be made manifest. There is 

another word that is also translated in English as “appearing”. And that word 

is PHANEROO (Strong’s #5319) which means a manifest presence. The 

presence is ALWAYS in and manifest IN YOU. 

 

References: 

1 Peter 1:5; 4:13; 5:1 

Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time…But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 

Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 

also with exceeding joy…The elders which are among you I exhort, who am 

also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker 

of the glory that shall be revealed. 

 

 

Presence Revealed 
 

But my point here is that the PAROUSIA corresponds with the 

APOKALUPSIS. And these two expressions are used interchangeably, but 

there is a distinction in the two expressions, and one depends upon the other. 

As it is written here in 2 Thessalonians 2:1, “ Now we beseech you, brethren, 

by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ…”; “coming” there means 

“presence”. It does not mean someone who isn’t present – coming. It means 

the presence. Now that presence has to be revealed, because it is not a bodily 

presence; it’s not a presence that the eye can see. But it is nonetheless the 
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Lord Himself being recognized as being present, being revealed in the 

believer. So the revealing is of the presence of the Lord. And the word 

“presence” is used as the “coming”. Now there are words “coming” 

throughout the New Testament that are NOT translated by the word 

PAROUSIA. But here it is PAROUSIA, and it means “presence”. So here is 

what 2 Thessalonians 2:1 is saying, “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 

presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together in His 

presence.” And this is important because we are going to be looking at the 

Place of His Appearing. 

 

Reference: 

2 Corinthians 4:18 

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 

not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which 

are not seen are eternal. 

 

 

Several Definitions of “Coming” 
 

This reality is often referred to by Paul in his writings. It is gathering 

together in His presence because this is what “unto Him” is all about. And I 

want to read in another place where the same thought is being expressed. 

The problem with most believers today is when you use the word “coming” 

or the word “appearing” they just lump that under one definition. And most 

of the time it is a futuristic idea of “coming”. And if you are going to go by 

what the original language actually says (and it is always safe to go to the 

original language) you will see that is not so. When this was translated for 

the King James version perhaps there was some understanding of the word 

“coming” that didn’t mean the same thing that it means to most people 

today. Perhaps “coming” had a broader understanding. But nowadays when 

you read “the appearing” or “the coming” doctrinally everyone’s mind goes 

to one thing – a futuristic idea. And my point is that won’t hold up in the 

scripture because the word “coming” and the word “appearing” are 

translated with so many different Greek words. For instance it would be ever 

so much more easily understood if right here in 2 Thessalonians 2:1 it said, 

“We beseech you, brethren, in the presence of the Lord, and by our 

gathering together in the very presence of Jesus Christ.” And upon that 

basis we would have you to understand… such and such. It would be much 

better if it was just written that way. Well that IS the way it is written, but it 

just isn’t the way it is translated in King James English. That is the way it 
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was originally written, and that’s what it originally meant. But we miss that, 

and we miss the significance of it because Paul is saying here as far as this 

understanding of His coming, and this understanding of His appearing; he is 

saying where that is taking place. And that they are gathered there in that 

very reality. 

 

 

Fellowship of His Son 
 

Now, 1Corinthians 1:9, “ God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the 

fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” I wonder if we really 

understand that we have been called of God into a realm of fellowship – in 

the fellowship of his Son: that our gathering is in the fellowship of His Son. 

We’ve come up with so many different terms called “fellowship”. I think 

we’ve lost the whole concept of what it is GOD has done. Now we have the 

organization of Covenant Ministries International, and I refer to that as “the 

fellowship” because there we do have fellowship. However, our fellowship 

is in The Son. the fact is God didn’t call me into an organization. No, He 

called us into the fellowship of His Son. And that isn’t the name of an 

organization: that is the name of a reality of relationship. What I want to 

happen to you and to me, and to every believer is that the appearing of the 

Lord become just that: the realization of a divine relationship. It’s not just a 

future hope, not just a futuristic view, but I pray that we see that in Paul’s 

writings he is speaking NOT of a futuristic thing at all, but a very PRESENT 

realization which and from which he addressed the believers. 

 

References: 

1 John 1:3,4 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may 

have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 

with his Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Colossians 3:1 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 

Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

 

John 17:21 

That they all may be one: as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 

also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
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A Present Realization 
 

He addresses these believers from the standpoint of being in the presence of 

the Lord, and from the standpoint that we are gathered together in the 

presence of the Lord. He is looking back at Old Covenant Israel and at their 

comings together and their times and places, and the presence of the Lord in 

types and shadow. And Paul is saying we have come to that reality. We’re 

not looking for that: we have come to that reality. “I beseech you, brethren, 

in the presence of the Lord… out from the presence of the Lord… out of the 

Lord, and our being gathered together…” Gathered together – that’s a very 

strong spiritual term – IN HIM. And that is the basis of that presentation, 

and here he’s doing the same thing. 1 Corinthians 1:9,10, “ God is faithful, 

by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ…” 

 

References: 

Ephesians 2:6 

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places 

in Christ Jesus. 

 

Hebrews 4:14,16 

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, 

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession…Let us therefore come 

boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 

help in time of need. 

 

Exodus 13:21,22 

And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the 

way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light to go by day and 

night. He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire 

by night, from before the people. 

 

Hebrews 12:22-24 

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels. To the 

general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, 

and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, And 

to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, 

that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 
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The Name 
 

Now “the name of the Lord Jesus Christ” was more than a formula to Paul. 

It wasn’t just something that one said; but it was a realization of Christ in 

which one lived. So much so that you do everything “in the name of Jesus.” 

It’s not “saying” Jesus’ name over everything you do, but you LIVE in that 

reality of Christ. So when Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:10, “ Now I beseech 

you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…” it is the same thing 

as “I beseech you, brethren, but the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ…” 

He’s saying exactly the same thing. 2 Thessalonians 2:1 says “… and by our 

gathering together unto him.” So 1 Corinthians 1:10 goes on, “ …that ye all 

speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you: but that ye 

be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

This comes out from comprehending IN WHOM we are gathered: in whom 

we live. This comes out from a comprehending of Christ. So he says I 

beseech you brethren, ye who have been called into the very fellowship of 

the presence of the Son of God Himself! So by His presence, by the name of 

the One whose Body you are, in whose presence you have been gathered 

together, I beseech you that you be perfectly joined together, that you have 

the same mind and the same judgment; that you are the One Body and as 

such the One Place of His appearing. See, that takes it out of organizational, 

ecclesiastical definitions of the Church, and really defines The Church as the 

Place of His appearing, and the Place of His abiding presence and the Place 

of the reality of His name. And the point is – YOU ARE THAT PLACE! 

You are that place in Christ. It is not a physical building. And if our 

gathering in a building is in that reality, then it constitutes such a place. 

 

References: 

Colossians 3:17 

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 

Matthew 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 

midst of them. 

 

Acts 17:28 

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your 

own poets have said, for we are also his offspring. 
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1 Corinthians 12:27 

Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

 

Ephesians 1:22,23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 

things to the church, Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in 

all. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:16 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the 

temple of the living God: as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 

them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

 

 

An Entering In 
 

That was the fulfillment of it in the New Testament, but now let’s go back to 

Exodus 15:17. This is part of the Song of Moses after they had crossed the 

Red Sea and the Egyptian army was destroyed. Then they sang what is 

called the Song of Moses, and the thing that struck my attention about this 

years ago was that this was sung in a great celebration of Salvation. Just 

before this the word had come, Exodus 14:13, “And Moses said unto the 

people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he 

will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye 

shall see them again no more for ever.” And so as part of that whole thing, 

we come to this part of the song. And it has nothing to do with an exodus at 

all! It sums up the whole thought of “Stand still and see the Salvation of the 

Lord” as not being a getting out of anything. Salvation is not a getting out, 

but an ENTERING IN to a place prepared of God from before the 

foundation of the world. It is an entering IN. And so what seems to be all 

about “getting out” is summed up in this song, and comes to its summation 

in verse 17, “ Thou shalt bring them IN, and plant them IN the mountain of 

thine inheritance, IN the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to 

dwell IN, IN the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established. The 

Lord shall reign for ever and ever.” Notice how many times the word “in” is 

used here. The inheritance is Mount Zion and the spiritual reality of that is 

fulfilled in Christ. 
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References: 

Exodus 14:29,30; 15:1 

But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and 

the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. Thus 

the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel 

saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore…Then sang Moses and the 

children of Israel this song unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto 

the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he 

thrown into the sea. 

 

1 Peter 1:18-20 

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 

silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your 

fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 

and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the 

world, but was manifest in these last times for you. 

 

Ephesians 1:4 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in love. 

 

Hebrews 12:22 

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels. 

 

 

Into His Son 
 

Now most Bible scholars will agree that the historical fulfillment of this 

points all the way through the wilderness and past Sinai to the historical 

Mount Zion upon which Solomon builds his historical Temple. And there 

we do find in type and in shadow everything that is said in Exodus 15:17. 

We find the reality of that, however, in THE GREATER THAN 

SOLOMON, in the house that is greater than Solomon, in the glory that is 

greater than Solomon – in CHRIST HIMSELF! And it thrills my soul to 

understand that Paul is speaking to them in the letters to the Thessalonians 

and in Corinthians out of that understanding. “…who hath called you unto 

the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:9) It’s not 

just who has gotten you OUT from sin, or gotten you OUT from this or that. 
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No – but who has called you INTO the fellowship of His Son. And Paul is 

beseeching them by this understanding. 

 

References: 

1 Kings 6:12-14; 8:1 

Concerning this house which thou art in building, if thou wilt walk in my 

statutes, and execute my judgments, and keep all my commandments to walk 

in them, then will I perform my word with thee, which I spake unto David thy 

father: And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake 

my people Israel. So Solomon built the house and finished it…Then Solomon 

assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the 

fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they 

might bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord, out of the city of David, 

which is Zion. 

 

Matthew 12:42 

The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, 

and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to 

hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, a greater than Solomon is here. 

 

Colossians 1:13 

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us 

into the kingdom of his dear Son. 

 

 

Eternal Fulfillment 

 
So we must understand that Exodus 15:17 is speaking far beyond its natural 

fulfillment in type and shadow, and speaks of that ETERNAL fulfillment, 

that true Salvation that never really appeared to Israel (“Stand still and 

see…) until the coming of Christ Himself. And then it was rejected. John 

1:11, “ He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” But, even 

those among Israel who received Him – Jew or Gentile, “But as many as 

received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 

them that believe on his name.” So with this in mind, “Thou shalt bring 

them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place O 

Lord…” (Exodus 15:17) Let’s look at some other verses. Exodus 23:17, 

“Three times in a year all thy males shall appear before the Lord God.” If 

you’ve got a listening ear, you can understand that all of these verses are 
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because of what was said in Exodus 15:17. They are in type and shadow, in 

ceremonies and feasts a promise of what was to come in Christ. They are 

having this reality set before them. This is all in type and in shadow: they 

have to do it year after year… after year… after year… And finally it comes 

to its great culmination when Solomon has that Temple built and the 

dedication of the Temple by Solomon was done during the Feast of 

Tabernacles, which is the last of the three great feasts. And in that one feast 

he offered the offerings for Passover, for Pentecost and for Tabernacles.  

 

References: 

Acts 13:36 

Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the 

word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from 

you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 

Gentiles. 

 

Exodus 34:18,22 

The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou keep. Seven days thou shalt eat 

unleavened bread, as I commanded thee, in the time of the month Abib: for 

in the month Abib thou camest out from Egypt…And thou shalt observe the 

feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering 

at the year’s end. 

 

1 Kings 8:2,5,20,21 

And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the 

feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month…And king Solomon, 

and all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with 

him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor 

numbered for multitude…And the Lord hath performed his word that he 

spake, and I am risen up in the room of David my father, and sit on the 

throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built an house for the name 

of the Lord God of Israel. And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein 

the covenant of the Lord, which he made with our fathers, when he brought 

them out of the land of Egypt. 

 

 

A Great Summing Up 
 

He offered hundreds and thousands of sacrifices. In other words, it’s the 

great summing up of everything Israel had been doing, and Solomon is 
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summing it up as best it can be historically as the summation of Exodus 

15:17. But even at that, it was just pointing toward the greatest sacrifice ever 

given of God, the greatest Work of the Spirit, the greatest Salvation. A 

greater than Solomon was to come – bringing forth a greater Temple. And 

we’ll find out the whole thing was that there would be a place for His 

appearing. The problem is that the Church world, much like the Jewish 

world of the days of the Lord Jesus have taken what they know the scripture 

says: they look at it and read it – it is in type and shadow, it is undeniable. 

And rather than just denying it, they do exactly what the Jews did – they 

place it farther ahead in the future. They did not deny that they had a 

Messiah. They just said He hadn’t come yet, but from God’s viewpoint 

when you take what has “come to pass” in Christ and “place it off in the 

future”, you have denied both The Promise and The Person of Salvation.  

 

References: 

Hebrews 10:12,14 

But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on 

the right hand of God…For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them 

that are sanctified. 

 

Malachi 3:1,2 

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: 

and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 

messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith 

the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? And who shall 

stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ 

soap. 

 

John 4:25 

The woman saith unto him, I know that Messiah cometh, which is called 

Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. 

 

Luke 2:25 

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and 

the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and 

the Holy Ghost was upon him. 
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A Matter of Time 
 

The Jews said, the One who said He is come, is not Him. It seems like it is 

always a matter of time and timing with the people of God. That is important 

to remember because the appearing of the Lord that we are going to look at 

is according to an appointed time and an appointed place; and it has already 

been fulfilled IN CHRIST. If the veil upon our heart were but removed: if 

our heart would but turn to see Him we would see that. Three times in a year 

all your males shall appear before the Lord. Exodus 34:20, “ But the firstling 

of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb: and if thou redeem him not, then 

shalt thou break his neck. All the firstborn of thy sons thou shalt redeem. 

And none shall appear before me empty.” Exodus 34:23, “ Thrice in the year 

shall all your menchildren appear before the Lord God, the God of Israel.” 

Exodus 34:24, “ For I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge thy 

borders: neither shall any man desire thy land (thy portion), when thou shalt 

go up to appear before the Lord thy God thrice in the year.  Leviticus 4:4,6, 

“Also a bullock and a ram for peace-offerings, to sacrifice before the Lord; 

and a meat-offering mingled with oil: for today the Lord will appear unto 

you…And Moses said, This is the thing which the Lord commanded that ye 

should do: and the glory of the Lord shall appear unto you.” Here’s my 

point: if you sum up all these verses it is three times a year you appear 

before the Lord. During that time you bring your gifts, your offerings, your 

sacrifices that are all stipulated. Not only three times a year do you appear – 

that’s the appointed time; but you come to the appointed place which was 

the door of the Tabernacle itself. When Israel obeyed that; when Israel came 

at the appointed time to the appointed place, then the word “congregation” 

is used in connection with Israel. And the Tabernacle at that time is referred 

to as the “Tabernacle of the Congregation” which actually links the 

“congregation” and Israel together, so that at that time Israel is the 

Tabernacle where the Lord is going to appear. 

 

References: 

John 1:11 

He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

 

Ephesians 1:3,4 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 

us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he 

hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 

holy and without blame before him in love. 
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2 Corinthians 3:15,16 

But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 

Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 

 

Leviticus 1:5 

And he shall kill the bullock before the Lord: and the priests, Aaron’s sons, 

shall bring the blood and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that 

is by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

 

 

The Congregation of Israel 
 

The testimony set forth in all this was is, there is going to be a time – and 

that is going to be fulfilled IN CHRIST. There are offerings – that’s going to 

be fulfilled IN CHRIST. There’s a place they come – that’s going to be 

fulfilled IN CHRIST. And when they are in obedience to the time and place, 

they are called “The Congregation of Israel.” The word “congregation” 

means the appointed time and the appointed place. And it is interesting when 

you see it in the scripture and notice this. Leviticus 16:2, “ And the Lord said 

unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into 

the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; 

that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.” 

Deuteronomy 16:16, “ Three times in a year shall all thy males appear 

before the Lord thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of 

unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: 

and they shall not appear before the Lord empty.”  And this all relates back 

to Exodus 15:17 – “… in the place which he shall choose.” And ‘they shall 

not appear before the Lord empty’ means they have to bring the appropriate 

type of Christ. Can you hear Jesus saying, “ I am the way, the truth, and the 

life; no man cometh unto the Father but by me.” (John 14:6) You do not 

appear before God empty! Oh my! Now 1 Samuel 1:22. This is Hannah 

talking about going up to the Temple. “But Hannah went not up; for she said 

unto her husband, I will not go up until the child (Samuel) be weaned, and 

then I will bring him, that he may appear before the Lord, and there abide 

for ever.” And Habakkuk 2:1-4, “ I will stand upon my watch, and set me 

upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I 

shall answer when I am reproved. And the Lord answered me, and said, 

Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth 

it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, 
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and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will 

not tarry. Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the 

just shall live by his faith.” And now Matthew 24:30,31, “ And then shall 

appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of 

the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 

heaven with power and great glory.” And most Bible scholars will agree 

that the Son of man HIMSELF is the sign: The sign of the Son of man 

appears in heaven, “And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 

trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from 

one end of heaven to the other.”  

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:10 

That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in 

one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 

even in him. 

 

Exodus 35:20,21 

And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the 

presence of Moses. And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, 

and every one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the Lord’s 

offering to the work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his 

service, and for the holy garments. 

 

Leviticus 16:17 

And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation when he 

goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until he come out, and have 

made an atonement for himself, and for his household, and for all the 

congregation of Israel. 

 

Numbers 1:2 

Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel after their 

families, by the house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every 

male by their polls. 

 

Deuteronomy 31:11 

When all Israel is come to appear before the Lord thy God in the place 

which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their 

hearing. 
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Time and Place Fulfilled In Christ 
 

What I want to emphasize now is just this: all of Israel based on Exodus 

15:17 was commanded of God to appear before Him three times a year, at 

each of those feasts. What we must understand is that when they did that 

according to a TIME, it was also according to a PLACE. And we must 

understand that the time and the place, are One and in One, fulfilled IN 

CHRIST. And we must understand that the only way you and I appear 

before God and can appear before God is IN CHRIST JESUS! That’s the 

only way. Otherwise there is no way we can appear before God, and it has to 

be according to a set time and a set place. Three times a year, and 

Deuteronomy 16:16 says, “ …in the place which HE SHALL CHOOSE.” 

 

 

The Appointed Place 
 

So as we’ve said, we come in Christ to the fullness of the time appointed, 

and we come in fullness, that is, in fulfillment to the place appointed. The 

appointed place is IN CHRIST. Let’s look at that in Ephesians 1:3-10, 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 

us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. According…” He 

has done this according to the place, which He hath chosen before the 

foundation of the world. God does not make up anything as He goes along. 

When He prophesied there in Exodus 15 in the Song of Moses, it was 

according to a thing that He had already determined and purposed to do 

before the foundation of the world. And Paul is seeking to awaken the 

Church to the REALITY of that relationship. “ According as he hath chosen 

us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

without blame before him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption 

of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 

will. To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 

accepted in the beloved.” If Israel was to be accepted of God and their soul 

not be cut off from the presence of the Lord they had to come at the 

appointed time to the appointed place. The soul that did not do that under the 

Old Covenant regime was cut off. 
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References: 

Ephesians 2:5 

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 

grace ye are saved;) 

 

Ephesians 5:14 

Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 

Christ shall give thee light. 

 

Exodus 30:33,38; 31:14 

Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or whosoever putteth any of it upon a 

stranger, shall even be cut off from his people…Whosoever shall make like 

unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his people. 

 

Leviticus 7:20,21 

But the soul that eateth of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace-offerings, that 

pertain unto the Lord having his uncleanness upon him, even that soul shall 

be cut off from his people. Moreover the soul that shall touch any unclean 

thing, as the uncleanness of man, or any unclean beast, or any abominable 

unclean thing, and eat of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace-offerings, which 

pertain unto the Lord, even that soul shall be cut off from his people. 

 

 

IN CHRIST 
 

Friends, we have that IN CHRIST where we are accepted in the Beloved. 

Israel had to repeat this year after year after year. But we have come to 

Christ. Ephesians 1:7, “ In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace: Wherein he hath 

abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence: Having made known unto 

us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 

purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fullness of times…” In 

other words, that time appointed to which all the times of Israel pointed: the 

feasts of Israel, the Holy Days of Israel, the Sabbath Days of Israel – the 

times. God had before determined that all of those times of the 

administration of the Law would be summed up in the administration of the 

FULLNESS of the times: the administration of the Spirit. And in that 

administration, “ … he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 

which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.”  When he’s 

saying “all things” he isn’t talking about leaves on a tree out there. He’s 
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talking about “all things” promised, “all things” testified, “all things” set 

forth in types and shadows, and in times and in places. That He would gather 

together all of this in heaven and in earth – IN CHRIST JESUS! 

 

References: 

John 5:39 

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are 

they which testify of me. 

 

Luke 24:25-27 

Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 

enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 

expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

 

 

Gathering Everything Up 

 
Just like He had in days of old: that one time, that one place – summing up, 

gathering everything up representatively. All of the sacrifices, all of the 

times, days, all of the Feasts, in Solomon in that Temple for its dedication. 

And at that time the glory of the Lord filled it to the point that even the 

priests in Solomon’s regime had to get out! Nobody could stay in there. He 

has done that through the administration of the Spirit. My point here, is that 

we see the purpose of the time and the place coming to be fulfilled in Christ, 

and our being there through the obedience of One in Whom all things are 

come together. It is not simply that we would appear before Him: but that 

WE would be the place of HIS appearing. That’s the thing. We must 

understand that about the Tabernacle. And then at that time and place, Israel 

being seen as One with the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 

THE LORD APPEARED. 

 

Reference: 

1 Kings 8:10,11 

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that 

the cloud filled the house of the Lord, So that the priests could not stand to 

minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house 

of the Lord. 
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The Time Is Come 
 

Friends, it was to them in the future. It was a vision for a time appointed. 

BUT THE TIME IS COME!! Galatians 4:4, “ But when the fullness of the 

time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 

law.” We see there the realization of those very verses is the very Spirit of 

Christ entering into His Temple, His Sanctuary, entering into our very heart, 

our very soul. And there crying out, “God, you are my Father!” Hallelujah! 

The fullness of the time. Not only in the fullness of the time DID God send 

forth His Son, He DOES send forth His Son, because the fullness of time 

never grows old. It is not dispensationalized. It is, rather, that time comes to 

its fullness IN HIM. 

 

Reference: 

Galatians 4:6 

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 

hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 

 

 

But Now In Christ 
 

Ephesians 2:4, “ But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 

he loved us.” You see we had this one condition. Ephesians 2:1, “ And you 

hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” “But God, who is 

rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were 

dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 

saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus.”  Not alone, but together, in the place O Lord, that 

you created for Yourself to dwell in! So He hath quickened us together with 

Himself, raised us up together, seated us together in heavenly places. “That 

in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 

kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.” Now Paul is saying all this to the 

Gentiles who had never heard about any of this. This church at Ephesus are 

Gentiles and they don’t have the background, so he has to bring all this 

background to them, and show them that all of this is in fulfillment of what 

God had promised and set forth in Israel in types and shadows. That’s why 

he writes these letters the way he does. So he says in Ephesians 2:11, “ 

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who 

are called Uncircumcision by that which is called Circumcision in the flesh 
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made by hands.” The Gentiles were called Uncircumcision by the Jews, but 

in describing the Jews he’s saying their circumcision isn’t the right 

circumcision either – it was in the flesh! “That at that time ye were without 

Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from 

the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 

BUT NOW IN CHRIST JESUS ye who sometimes were far off are made 

nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace…” He is the peace factor 

between not only Jew and Gentile, but more importantly, between man and 

God. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 3:6 

That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers 

of his promise in Christ by the gospel. 

 

Romans 9:23,24,30 

And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of 

mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory. Even us; whom he hath 

called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?…What shall we say 

then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have 

attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 

 

Colossians 2:11 

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 

in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ. 

 

 

One New Man 
 

Ephesians 2:14, “ For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 

broken down the middle wall of partition (the Law) between us; Having 

abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained 

in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain (Jew and Gentile) one new 

man, so making peace." How did He do that? “And that he might reconcile 

both unto God in one body by THE CROSS, having slain the enmity 

thereby.” He explains that Christ took two and made one, but the one He 

made is not part Jew and part Gentile. How did He do that? He took the Jew, 

in their fleshly circumcision; He took the Gentile in uncircumcision, and in 

one body, He crucified both at the Cross! He gathered both together in one 

body, the body of His death, by the Cross, and He killed both! He 
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circumcised the whole man! He cut off the whole man! He didn’t cut off the 

foreskin of the old man: He cut off the old man! He brought both Jew and 

Gentile to their death, that He might present in Himself One New Man – 

neither Jew, neither Greek. Colossians 2:11, “ Where there is neither Greek 

nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 

free: but CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL.” 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:14 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one 

died for all, then were all dead. 

 

Hebrews 2:9,14 

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of 

God should taste death for every man…Forasmuch then as the children are 

partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; 

that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, 

the devil. 

 

Romans 6:6 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

 

 

Gathering The Lord’s Body 
 

Yes, but what is that all for? That HE may appear! That HE may be revealed 

in you; that we may come to see HIM. And he just builds on this throughout 

this whole letter. Look in Ephesians 3:9, “ And to make all men see what is 

the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 

been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.” He’s been talking 

about this. “To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in 

heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of 

God.” And he goes on in his prayer in verse 17, “ That Christ may dwell in 

your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be 

able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and 

depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 

that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God.”  He is simply calling the 

Church; calling the Lord’s Body from within, gathering their hearts, 
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gathering them up in the appointed time in the appointed place: in the 

recognition and in the obedience that the time is come; to the obedience that 

we are in Him. This is all so that Christ may appear, that HE may be seen, 

that we may understand the fellowship of this mystery that God planned 

before the world was, and hid in types and shadows, but has now revealed 

IN HIS SON. 

 

References: 

John 14:20 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

 

Colossians 1:25,26 

Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which 

is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which 

hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to 

the saints. 

 

John 1:18 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 

bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

 

 

A Present Reality 
 

The place appointed is IN CHRIST where He has brought us. Where the 

Spirit seeks to gather our hearts and minds together for one purpose – THE 

APPEARING OF CHRIST. The APOKALUPSIS (Strong’s #602) of the 

PAROUSIA (#3952) that there may be the great PHANEROO (#5319): the 

manifesting of His presence in every part and member of His Body. Oh, that 

His Temple be filled with His glory! And that we live that way: that we live 

in that and out from that – in the reality of Christ. When I speak the term 

“REALITY OF CHRIST” I’m referring to what we’re discussing now. The 

reality: that this thing is not in the past, and it’s not as simple as saying it is 

all in a future event. No, it is a PRESENT REALITY if we would turn our 

hearts: if we would obey: if we would be obedient to the time appointed, in 

the place appointed: understanding we have not come here in ourselves or of 

ourselves, but we are presented to God IN CHRIST. It is The Son presenting 

His Body. Yes, His gift to the Father, a gift that is accepted of the Father in 

the Son for the appearing of His glory. 
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References: 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

Exodus 40:34 

Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord 

filled the tabernacle. 

 

Ephesians 1:6; 5:27 

To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in 

the beloved…That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not 

having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and 

without blemish. 

 

 

In The Light of The Reality 
 

You and I must come to understand the scripture in the light of this reality. 

This is what John 17 is all about. But this is not about an event that is yet to 

come. That causes us to miss the reality of Christ. When we read John 17 we 

have to see the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. He starts off 

by saying in verse 5, “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own 

self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” Are you 

telling me that He is still waiting on that? Do we think that hasn’t happened 

yet? But if you agree that this has happened, then we are IN HIM. That’s 

exactly what He was praying about. We are either in Him, or we have 

nothing to do with Him. And if we are in Him, we’re there for the purpose. 

Verse 24, “ Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with 

me where I am; that they may behold my glory…” The purpose is that He 

may be glorified in His Body, and that the Father be glorified in Him. My 

Lord! 

 

References: 

Ephesians 5:8,15-17 

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as 

children of light…See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 

wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not 

unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 
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John 17:6,7,11,26 

I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the 

word: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy 

word. Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me 

are of thee…And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, 

and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom 

thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are one…And I have 

declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith 

thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:10 

When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all 

them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that 

day. 

 

John 17:1 

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, 

the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee. 

 

 

The Reality Manifest 
 

For you and me, this is the time appointed of the Father fulfilled in His Son. 

Here’s where we live. “… to walk in the light as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship…” (1 John 1:7) That’s the fellowship of the mystery – having 

fellowship one with another; to make that reality manifest at all times and in 

every place. Wouldn’t that be wonderful? God has a dark corner someplace. 

Most of us would say, ‘God, deliver me from here!’ God has this dark 

corner, so He says I’m going to put you there so that BY YOU will be made 

known the glory of the Lord. That by YOU the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God would fill this place. But we’re too busy trying to get out of 

most places. We read that in 2 Corinthians 2:14, “ Now thanks be unto God, 

which always causeth us to triumph…” I guess so: we’re in the time and 

place! “in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in 

every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are 

saved, and in them that perish; To the one we are the savour of death unto 

death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for 

these things?” Now to really appreciate this you have to have some 

understanding of Paul’s knowledge of the sweet smelling sacrifices, the 

burnt offerings and all of that. But the point is that the presence of Christ to 
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some is death unto death, and unto others it is life unto life. But unto God it 

is always the sweet smelling savour. 

 

References: 

Galatians 4:9,10 

But now, after that ye have known God, or rather of known or God, how turn 

ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be 

in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. 

 

Acts 17:28 

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your 

own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 

 

Leviticus 1:9; 2:9; 3:16 

And his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water: and the priest shall 

burn all on the altar, to be a burnt-sacrifice, an offering made my fire, of a 

sweet savour unto the Lord…And the priest shall take from the meat-offering 

a memorial thereof, and shall burn it upon the altar: it is an offering made 

by fire, a sweet savour unto the Lord…And the priest shall burn them upon 

the altar: it is the food of the offering made by fire for a sweet savour: all 

the fat is the Lord’s. 

 

 

God’s Purpose 
 

What I’m telling you is that He is not going to be accepted every where He 

puts you, but He puts you there in the Light of His Eternal Purpose 

nonetheless – to make manifest there the savour of the knowledge of 

CHRIST. But all too often the only thing that is manifested is ME wanting 

to get out. But you see, if He has a people in agreement, first with Him and 

then with one another – in agreement of time and place, He can put you 

wherever He wants, and there will be made manifest the savour of the 

knowledge of Christ, for it is shining IN YOU. “For God, who commanded 

the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 

Corinthians 4:6) And wherever you are, you are there in  appointed time and 

place. You are there not only IN CHRIST, but in the light of His appearing 

(you are there in Fullness). I tell you, this must become a light with us, and it 

must become a fellowship with us – one with another. And we must begin to 

speak to each other as out from this Truth: not as the world would have us to 
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see, but as GOD would have us to see. So we must begin to speak to one 

another. And we must speak out of a REALITY. And the purpose of 

gathering, (all shall appear before the Lord God) is that HE may appear. It is 

the place of His appearing into which we have been gathered. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 5:8,14 

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as 

children of light…Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise 

from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 

 

 

The Fulfillment 
 

Paul even says that in Colossians 3:1-4, “ If ye then be risen with Christ, 

seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 

God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye 

are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our 

life shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.”  The word 

“appear” is PHANEROO, to manifest. When it becomes apparent – then you 

shall also appear with Him in glory. WE are the PLACE of HIS appearing. 

The word “appearing” there means ‘become apparent, is manifestly clear’. 

That’s the Greek word. How is something of Spiritual Life made apparent? 

When you see it in the Lord. When the Lord appears, He is the light. See, 

they all appeared “for the Appearing of the Lord”. When the Lord 

appeared it was apparent that they were appearing with Him in His glory. 

That’s the whole type and shadow of it. And friends, if that hasn’t been 

fulfilled in Christ, then let’s go back to the Law, because they had a better 

deal! At least they got to be there three times a year. But it has been fulfilled: 

except now it is not something that is outward like it was with them; noticed 

in an outward way by keeping commandments. Now it is WITHIN – to the 

heart that will be obedient and turn to see HIM. Amen. 

 

References: 

John 8:12 

Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he 

that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
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Ephesians 5:13 

But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for 

whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 

 

Hebrews 8:10 

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in 

their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:16 

Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

 

WHO SHALL STAND IN HIS APPEARING? 

 

 

In His Appearing 
 

We’ll continue with the theme, “The Fullness that Filleth”. In our last lesson 

we dealt in some degree with “the appearing of the Lord”, and we found that 

it is in and through His appearing that the House is filled with the knowledge 

of the glory of the Lord in the face of Jesus Christ. It is in His appearing. 

Until Christ appears, the glory does not appear. And we understand that in 

this case the glory is not some kind of smoke, light or fire. It is the 

overwhelming reality of the Presence of the Lord. It is the Lord in His 

PAROUSIA, the Lord in His presence, in His coming. And it works in us, in 

our soul. It is the enlightening of the eyes of our understanding. It is a light, 

but it is a light to our soul. So we are filled INWARDLY – an inward filling 

of the Light of Life, the Glory of the Lord, the knowledge of the Lord filling 

and transforming our souls. That was what Paul prayed for. 

 

References: 

Proverbs 24:4 

And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and 

pleasant riches. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

Ephesians 1:18; 3:17-19 

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is 

the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 

the saints…That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being 

rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints 

what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height: and to know the love 

of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 

fullness of God. 
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Romans 12:2 

And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing 

of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 

perfect, will of God. 

 

 

A Cost To Fullness 
 

So we dealt with the appearing of the Lord. But now there’s something we 

must consider with regard to that appearing, with regard to the fullness of 

the Lord. We’ve said that fullness is not something that we possess: but that 

of which we are possessed. Fullness possesses our soul. And the cost of 

fullness is EMPTINESS. Now, I want to deal with this. Some people would 

say that is the negative side, but it’s really not. There isn’t a negative side to 

this: just the positive side of being filled with the fullness of the Lord. But 

there is a COST to that fullness. Now it’s not something you pay in order to 

get the fullness, rather it’s something that results by the fullness. It is 

something that takes place because of the fullness, but it is very much and 

very real – a cost. And so with that in mind, we’ll consider: “Who shall 

stand when He appeareth?” (Malachi 3:2) 

 

Reference: 

Luke 14:28 

For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and 

counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 

 

 

Who Shall Stand? 
 

Who shall stand in the presence of the Lord? Who shall stand when He 

appeareth? Psalm 24:1-10, “ The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof: 

the world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath founded it upon the seas, 

and established it upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of the 

Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a 

pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn 

deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness 

from the God of his salvation. This is the generation of them that seek him, 

that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye 

lift up, ye everlasting doors: and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this 
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King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift 

up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the 

King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he 

is the King of glory. Selah.” 

 

Now in Malachi 3:1,2, “ Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall 

prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly 

come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: 

behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of 

his coming? And who shall stand when he appeareth…” And the word 

“appeareth” is the Hebrew word RA- AH (Strong’s #7200) which is a thing 

revealed. It is the same word used when God told Abraham go to a land that 

I will show you. Then in the course of his journey Abraham got to a place, 

and the Lord APPEARED. And it’s the same word here. “… who shall 

stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ 

soap: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify 

the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto 

the Lord an offering in righteousness.” Remember Paul’s description of the 

foundation that he had laid? One foundation, but be careful what you bring 

upon that; whether of wood, hay or stubble, or whether of gold, silver and 

precious stones. That Foundation is CHRIST. 

 

References: 

Genesis 12:1,7 

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from 

thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew 

thee…And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I 

give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord who appeared 

unto him. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:10-13 

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise 

masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But 

let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation 

can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build 

upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every 

man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it 

shall be revealed by fire: and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort 

it is. 
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The Lord Purifies 
 

The Lord only purifies that which is CHRIST. He purifies that which He 

tries in you and increases in you. He is not purifying YOUR nature or 

YOUR character, or who YOU are. He’s always having to do with Who 

CHRIST is. That’s the way it is. Do you realize that in the five offerings 

offered by Israel, that the sin offering never made it to the altar? It was taken 

outside the camp and burned – totally. The part of it that made it to the altar 

was the inward parts that represent Christ Himself – His righteousness. The 

burnt offerings that were brought, all of which were representative of Christ, 

were laid upon the altar. But the idea there is that the fire that burned them: 

and the Hebrew word for that was not that they were “burned up” or 

consumed; but BY FIRE they were offered to God. And the savour of that 

was received of the Lord. My point is that the fire of the Spirit comes upon 

that which is Christ. The only thing that God receives of you and me, so to 

speak upon an altar, is that which is Christ Himself. He alone is our offering 

to God, and that offering is tried in the fire. So that, that which is Christ may 

be purified in our souls, and our souls made pure by that which is Christ. 

Because it is there in our souls where the altar (foundation) is established; 

upon which HE and He alone is a praise and a worship offering, an 

acceptable sweet smelling offering to God. 

 

References: 

1 Peter 1:6,7 

Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 

heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being 

much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 

might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Leviticus 1:8,9; 4:8,9,11,12,19 

And the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, in 

order upon the wood that is on the altar which is upon the altar: But his 

inwards and his legs shall he wash in water; and the priests shall burn all 

on the altar, to be a burnt-sacrifice, an offering made by fire, a sweet savour 

unto the Lord…And he shall take off from it all the fat of the bullock for the 

sin-offering; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the 

inwards, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the 

flanks, and the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away… 

And the skin of the bullock, and all his flesh, with his head, and with his legs, 
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and his inwards, and his dung, Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth 

without the camp unto a clean place, where the ashes are poured out, and 

burn him on the wood with fire: where the ashes are poured out shall he be 

burnt…And he shall take all his fat from him, and burn it upon the altar. 

 

1 John 3:3 

And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is 

pure. 

 

Matthew 3:17 

And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved son, in whom I am 

well pleased. 

 

 

Savour Acceptable to God 
 

And it has to do with the savour of His presence. So that wherever we are, 

there is there upon that altar; upon the laying down of our lives, there is the 

savour of that which is acceptable unto the Lord. That is what the Spirit 

Himself reveals; that which can stand the fire, that which can stand the test, 

and it is not consumed and burnt up as a sin offering. It offers up to God the 

sweet smelling savour that the fire can come upon and actually try and test, 

and prove. 

 

Reference: 

1 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:13 

Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, 

because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work 

of what sort it is. 

 

 

That Which Is Christ Stands 
 

And that which stands is CHRIST. It is that which is Christ in us. And it is 

all for the increase of Christ: to increase the capacity of our altar, to increase 
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the capacity of our soul. Malachi 3:2, “ But who may abide the day of his 

coming? And who shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s 

fire, and like fullers’ soap: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi…” Who shall stand when He 

appears? Well, I want us to understand that NOTHING stands when He 

appears but that which is HE HIMSELF! For you and me, fullness is not our 

increasing, but our emptying. But now Hebrews 9:24, “ For Christ is not 

entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the 

true: but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.” 

Now, regarding the word “for” – it is not as though you are one place and He 

is in another. No, you are where He is: it’s just that HE is appearing. You are 

where He is: “Your life is hid with Christ in God.” (Colossians 3:3) But it is 

“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 

him in glory.” You shall appear as one with Him, but it is CHRIST who 

appears. We read in Exodus 40:35, “ And Moses was not able to enter into 

the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory 

of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” We looked at how glorious this is, but I 

want us to come back and just consider something. That when the glory 

filled the tabernacle, Moses could NOT go in there. In 2 Chronicles 5:14 it 

says about the temple, “So that the priests could not stand to minister by 

reason of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of God.”  

And in 2 Chronicles 7:2, “ And the priests could not enter into the house of 

the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s house.”  So 

there is that realization that the cost of fullness is in fact that the house is 

emptied of all else. Moses can’t abide in the presence of the Lord and the 

priests can’t abide in the presence of the Lord. 

 

References: 

John 3:30 

He must increase, but I must decrease. 

 

John 14:3; 17:24 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 

unto myself: that where I am, there ye may be also…Father, I will that they 

also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold 

my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the 

foundation of the world. 
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Not I 
 

You and I, as man cannot abide in the presence of the Lord. That’s why we 

have this whole scenario of the gifts and the offerings, and the sacrifices 

pointing to the Cross, where I am very much crucified with Christ and it is 

Christ who lives in me. It is CHRIST who stands in the presence. And it is 

CHRIST who constitutes the presence. It is not “me” standing in the 

presence: it is Christ standing in me (it is not ME being present, but Christ 

being present in me). We have to get a hold of that. We have this idea that 

“we” are entering into something, and “we” stand there, and “we” get a hold 

of the fullness. No – it’s the fullness that drives me OUT! And drives out 

everything that is me. And in the presence you don’t find “me”. In the 

presence you find HIM because He IS the presence. And the whole concept 

is not me standing in the presence, but by the grace of God, through the 

Cross in death, burial and resurrection, THE PRESENCE stands in us. We 

as a creation, as a house are to be filled with the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of the presence. There’s a great deal of difference than me coming 

to stand in the presence, and having the presence to stand in me. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 1:29 

That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

 

Galatians 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:6 

Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in 

the body, we are absent from the Lord. 

 

Ephesians 3:19 

And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 

filled with all the fullness of God. 
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Emptiness/Fullness 

 
Even in the presence standing in you and me, everything that is not out from 

Him; everything that is not the presence of the Lord Himself is taken OUT! 

Just as light dispels darkness, just as Life dispels death, so fullness results in 

an emptiness of all but itself. We looked also at Ephesians 4:10, “He that 

descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he 

might fill all things.” Now remember that “ascending above all heavens”. 

Paul says in that same letter in Ephesians 3:19, “ … that ye might be filled 

with all the fullness of God.” All through that letter He is seen as the fullness 

that filleth. But remember to whom this relates. As we see in Ephesians 

2:5,6, “ Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 

Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made 

us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Why? That HE MIGHT 

FILL ALL THINGS. This is a letter about His fullness. This is a letter 

concerning what God has purposed from before the foundation of the world. 

And you can follow this through the whole letter. Colossians 1:18 is the 

same thing, “ And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the 

preeminence.” It is HIM having the preeminence in His House. And then 

Ephesians 1:23, “ (the church) Which is his body, the fullness of him that 

filleth all in all.”  

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:17,18 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God 

who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the 

ministry of reconciliation. 

 

Ephesians 5:8,14 

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as 

children of light…Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise 

from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 

 

 

Room For Nothing Else 
 

So having read those, let us consider this: fullness leaves room for nothing  
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else. Before we all run out and say I want fullness: ‘God, give me fullness’, 

we need to understand that that’s not added on to me. That’s not an increase 

of me. That’s not an increase of things that I have or who I am. Fullness 

leaves room for NOTHING else. Remember we’ve said it’s not me 

possessing fullness, it’s fullness possessing me. And I want us to look at the 

cost of fullness. Turn to John 3:22, “ After these things came Jesus and his 

disciples into the land of Judaea: and there he tarried with them, and 

baptized. And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim because there 

was much water there: and they came, and were baptized. For John was not 

yet cast into prison. Then there arose a question between some of John’s 

disciples and the Jews about purifying. And they came unto John, and said 

unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest 

witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. John 

answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from 

heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness that I said, I am not the Christ, but 

that I am sent before him (that goes back to Malachi 3 that we read). He that 

hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which 

standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s 

voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.” John is saying this about himself. 

Why? 

 

 

Standing In The Presence 
 

John said this because he has stood in the presence of the Lord. John said I 

didn’t know Him: it wasn’t given to me to know Him. John 1:33,34, “ And I 

knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto 

me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, 

the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare 

record that this is the Son of God.”  This is HE of Whom I spoke. This is 

HE of Whom the scriptures speak. Verse 36, “And looking upon Jesus as he 

walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!” John was there at the baptism 

when the heavens opened and the Father declared, “ … This is my beloved 

Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17) John has stood in the 

presence of the Lord, and he had received witness of that: not simply on a 

natural scale, but upon a very supernatural scale. And we don’t really have 

any witness that everybody that was there saw anything or heard anything 

that was audible, but John saw the dove descend, and John was there when 

the heavens were opened, and John was there when the Spirit of God 

witnessed. And I can’t help but believe that the Spirit of God did not witness 
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to Christ Himself alone, but witnessed to John; because with the coming of 

that Christ, with the opening of the heavens and the revealing of that One by 

the Father, John immediately began to suffer the cost. 

 

Reference: 

John 5:39 

Search the scriptures: for in them ye think ye have eternal life: but they are 

they which testify of me. 

 

 

The Cost of Fullness 

 
Immediately John began to suffer the cost of completeness, the cost of 

fullness. His statement is in John 3:30, “ He must increase, but I must 

decrease.” You see, it is not an issue of ME giving HIM room. It is an issue 

of HIM taking it. It’s not an issue of ME making a place for HIM. No, it’s an 

issue that HIS increase brings about MY decrease: HIS fullness bring about 

MY absolute nothingness. This is the truth of it. This is why the natural man 

may think he wants the fullness of God, but soon decides he wants nothing 

to do with it. I will say again: fullness is not what we possess, not what we 

move into; but what possesses us, and what moves into us. And it does so in 

the appearing of the Son of God. It does so in the Father revealing His Son. 

It does so in the PAROUSIA, the overwhelming presence of the Lord. And 

this is the Work of the Spirit, so that John would say of himself in John 3:31, 

“ He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, 

and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all.” The 

contrast here is between Christ and himself. Well, you have to have seen the 

Lord to be able to even make that confession. But we all want to be 

heavenly: we all want to be a “spiritual giant” or that “spiritual one”. And 

we want that right up until the LORD APPEARS. And then we see Who is 

heavenly! And then we see Who is Spiritual. We see Who is Salvation and 

Who is Righteousness. 

 

References: 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and 

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. 
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1 Corinthians 15:47,48 

The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from 

heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the 

heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 

 

Isaiah 6: 5 

Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have 

seen the King, the Lord of hosts. 

 

Revelation 1:17 

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand 

upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 

 

 

Seeing The Greater 
 

Well, in his decrease the first thing John lost was his baptism to a greater 

baptism. The greater baptism is NOT the one that is referred to here (ie., not 

the baptism of John to which Christ submitted Himself). This was Jesus still 

under the law. But John said, “ I indeed baptize you with water unto 

repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am 

not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.” 

(Matthew 3:11) It is always this way: it is not a case of me just “losing’ 

things for the Lord, or “giving up” things for the Lord. People have done 

that for years, and then go around talking about how much they’ve given up. 

It isn’t a case of that: it’s a case of coming to a GREATER than I am; a 

GREATER than I could ever do. It’s a case of the GREATER 

overshadowing and bringing to an end everything that is lesser, everything 

that is other. This is the confession of John’s heart. He lost his baptism, 

because there is a GREATER baptism. I wish some of us would do that. 

Yes, that we would lose all of our concepts with regard to “our” view of 

Salvation and come to see the GREATER that is revealed in THE LORD 

JESUS CHRIST. 
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References: 

Matthew 17:5 

While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold a 

voice out of the cloud which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased; hear ye him. 

 

Colossians 2:9,11 

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily… In whom also ye 

are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the 

body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ. 

 

Matthew 12:42 

The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, 

and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to 

hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here. 

 

 

The Greater Ministry 
 

In saying that he lost his baptism to a greater baptism. What I’m saying is he 

lost his ministry to a GREATER ministry. And oh my, how we need that in 

the Lord’s Body today! Every so-called “ministry” needs to suffer absolute 

loss to the greater ministry, but the sad part is that most will never do that! 

They will seek fullness for what THEY are doing, and no matter how great 

they get, no matter how large THEY get, no matter how spiritual THEY get 

– it will always be EARTHY. That’s a hard confession to make. And you 

cannot do it except the Lord appear. You can not do it except God reveals 

His Son in you. You cannot lose the lesser: you will not do it except in the 

view of the greater. You never will do it. So it’s not a matter of me just 

giving up some things for Jesus: that’s not what it’s about. But we just keep 

perpetuating ministry according to an “old” definition of ministry which is 

of the flesh, and earthy anyway. And we just keep perpetuating it: trying to 

improve it, but we don’t have the right definition of ministry to begin with. 

So we just keep trying to find ways to improve ourselves – our works, our 

doings, our sermons, our organizations – whatever. Christ Himself is both 

the minister and the ministry of His Body the Church. (Heb. 8:1-2) 
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References: 

Luke 7:19,20 

And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, 

Art thou he that should come? Or look we for another? When the men were 

come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art 

thou he that should come? Or look we for another? 

 

Philippians 3:7,8 

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea 

doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 

of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 

do count them but dung, that I may win Christ. 

 

 

In View of Greatness 
 

The farthest thing from our mind is suffering loss of it all, and will always 

be UNTIL the Lord appears. Now we’re not here talking about the 

conditions necessary to His appearing. We’re just stating the fact of His 

appearing because the conditions necessary to His appearing is a whole other 

subject. But it is in His appearing, the Father revealing the Son. And again 

I’ll say: the cost of fullness is emptiness. The cost of greatness is 

nothingness. But you see, we translate that in our natural mind that in order 

to become great I’ve got to become nothing. No, it is in view of greatness 

that you become nothing. See, the world tries to make that work for 

themselves. And it will work in the world to a certain degree. But it still just 

leaves YOU – trying to achieve greatness. Even if you’re trying to achieve 

greatness through nothingness, it’s still you. It’s still of the earth. You don’t 

know greatness until the Lord appears, and then it’s not YOU achieving 

greatness: it’s you losing ground to GREATNESS! You will always lose 

ground to greatness! 

 

References: 

Matthew 19:20-22 

The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth 

up: what lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 

that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 

and come and follow me. But when the young man heard that saying, he 

went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 
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Zechariah 4:6 

Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord 

unto Zerubbabel, saying Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith 

the Lord of hosts. 

 

Ezekiel 1:28 

As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was 

the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of 

the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, 

and I heard a voice of one that spake. 

 

 

Greatness Works Nothingness 
 

Remember we looked in Joshua 5 when the Captain of the Lord’s host 

appeared and claimed the whole ground as his. “…Art thou for us, or for our 

adversaries?” (Joshua 5:13) Neither – the whole ground is MINE! What 

you’re standing on – take your shoes off, it’s holy ground. See, the 

appearance of greatness works nothingness in everything else, because 

immediately He is preeminent in all things. It is His preeminence, His 

fullness that begins to govern the situation. His fullness is the answer to the 

question. That’s the way it is. 

 

References: 

Joshua 5:13-15 

And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes 

and looked, and behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword 

drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou 

for us, or for our adversaries? And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host 

of the Lord am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did 

worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant? And the 

captain of the Lord’s host said unto Joshua, Loose thy foot from off thy foot; 

for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. 

 

Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead: that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
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Loss of Disciples/Life 
 

So John lost his ministry. Then he lost his disciples to the greater than John. 

John said this, “ Ye yourselves bear me witness that I said, I am not the 

Christ, but that I am sent before him.” (John 3:28) I always knew that when 

He appeared it would be the end of me. John lost his following to the greater 

than himself. And finally John lost his life. I don’t think it’s insignificant 

that his head was cut off, because the greater HEAD had come! This was 

because of what John represented. John represented all that was good, and 

right, and full and holy and righteous about the LAW. John was that very 

necessary forerunner. In John all of the law and the prophets were summed 

up, but they were summed up in order that they would come to their end, for 

the greater had come. The greater Head of Israel had come, The Head of the 

Church, His Body had come. So I don’t think it’s just accidental that John 

died by being beheaded. 

 

References: 

Matthew 14:10 

And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison. 

 

Matthew 11:11-13 

Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not 

risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And from the days of John the Baptist 

until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by 

force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 

 

Ephesians 1:23; 4:15,16 

(the church) Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all…But 

speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the 

head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 

compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 

working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 

edifying of itself in love. 

 

Colossians 2:19 

And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands 

having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the 

increase of God. 
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Paul 
 

Now let’s look at another such one. This is one who is actually in Christ; one 

in whom Christ dwells. This is not from the Old Covenant side of the fence, 

but from the New Covenant. Acts 26. Paul here is before King Agrippa, and 

he is in bonds, and he is actually on his way to Rome to appear before 

Caesar. And he is given this audience with King Agrippa. Acts 26:12-19, 

“Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the 

chief priests, At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above 

the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed 

with me. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking 

unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 

me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And I said, Who art thou, 

Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But rise, and stand 

upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a 

minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of 

those things in the which I will appear unto thee. To open their eyes, and to 

turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 

that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which 

are sanctified by faith that is in me. Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not 

disobedient unto the heavenly vision.” No indeed, he wasn’t disobedient to 

the heavenly vision. He set himself aside for three years where this same 

Christ who appeared TO him, round ABOUT him; was revealed IN him. Oh 

yes, that whole scenario, that whole appearing, that voice that he heard came 

as it were from the outside into the INSIDE. It is Paul who gives witness of 

that in every epistle that he writes. But, in his epistles he is not, standing in 

front of Agrippa. With Agrippa he sites this story. But with the Church he 

does not over and over again talk about this encounter upon the road. No, 

with the Church it is “Christ revealed in me”. With the Church it is “Christ 

in you.” With the Church it is “that you may know what is.” With the 

Church the thing had moved. It’s the same Lord in His appearing, but now it 

had moved from the outside to the inside. Oh, hallelujah! 

 

References: 

Acts 25:11,12 

For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I 

refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse 

me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar. Then Festus, 

when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto 

Caesar? Unto Caesar shalt thou go. 
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Galatians 1:11,12,15-18 

But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not 

after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 

revelation of Jesus Christ…But when it pleased God, who separated me 

from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in 

me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not 

with flesh and blood: Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were 

apostles before me: but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto 

Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and 

abode with him fifteen days. 

 

Ephesians 3:3 

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote 

afore in few words, 

 

Ephesians 1:18 

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is 

the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 

the saints. 

 

 

The Loss of the Appearing of Christ 
 

And that’s when it became, “… not I, but Christ…” (Galatians 2:20) That’s 

when it really became not Paul, but the Body of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul 

was not disobedient to the heavenly vision – I should say not. He walked in 

it day by day by day. But looking at just this encounter: the loss of the 

appearing of Christ – he lost his mission. I wish I could spend longer on 

these. We’ve all got “a mission” – we think. It’s something that God has 

“called me to do.” Paul lost his mission. He found it again IN CHRIST, but 

in an altogether newness that he never could have accomplished or ever 

known. His words throughout his epistles tell us that. He lost HIS mission, 

but it was replaced by what he called “The Eternal Will and Plan of The 

Father”. Oh, that you and I would lose “OUR” mission: that it would be 

replaced by The Eternal Plan and Purpose of The Father: what The Father is 

after in all of this, what The Father has determined from before the 

foundation of the world. 
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References: 

Galatians 1:1 

Paul, an apostle (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God 

the Father, who raised him from the dead;) 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

Philippians 3:8 

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ. 

 

Ephesians 1:9; 3:11 

Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 

pleasure which he hath purposed in himself…According to the eternal 

purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Romans 8:28 

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose.  

 

 

In The Greater Revealing of Christ 
 

Yes, John lost his ministry, he lost his standing, he lost his sight. And all of 

these have their spiritual counterparts in Paul by Christ being revealed in 

him. And he lost his life in the greater revealing of the Lord Jesus Christ. All 

of this was preparatory to the very thing being accomplished in him, to the 

transforming of his soul. He takes us there in all of his epistles, but 

particularly in Galatians. And in Galatians 1:15 and 16 he gets right to it. It 

seems as if his life had finally come to purpose, to meaning. “ But when it 

pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb…” And Bible 

scholars are divided over whether he meant this as his natural birth or his 

spiritual birth and his separation from Israel: from the womb of Judaism and 

the Old Covenant Israel. There are good arguments for both, but I personally 

believe, because of what he’s saying here, and because of his life; that this 

man sees the actual purpose for there being a humanity upon the face of the 

earth, and that humanity has missed it. And that he actually sees that God 
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separated him from his mother’s womb, having only one purpose in mind. 

“…separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, TO 

REVEAL HIS SON IN ME…” Paul sums up his whole theology in that 

little statement. You can see this in all of his epistles. He takes that back to 

God’s plan from before the foundation of the world. And he understands that 

he was separated from his mother’s womb according to what God had 

chosen from before the foundation of the world – before there even was a 

man! 

 

References: 

Ephesians 3:8 

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 

should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

 

Philippians 3:4-7 

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh 

that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the 

eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 

Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the 

church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what 

things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 

 

Acts 9:9,12 

And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink…And 

hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand 

on him, that he might receive his sight. 

 

John 12:25 

He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world 

shall keep it unto life eternal. 

 

Romans 3:23 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 

 

Ephesians 1:4 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in love. 
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God Separated Me 
 

Unto THAT God separated me from my mother’s womb. He called me by 

His grace, because it is by grace that I come to that for which He separated 

me from my mother’s womb. And it is just this: it is because of a place that 

God hath chosen for HIS SON to appear. It is the place that God had before 

chosen, before determined for His Son to appear. Because of this place we 

are called by grace: into this place that God hath chosen for the appearing of 

His Son. All of this – “…to reveal his Son in me…” And I tell you if you 

haven’t encountered Christ that way, then your soul abides in blindness. 

May I remind you that Christ is not only Life: He is the Light of Life. The 

APOKALUPSIS of Jesus Christ – the revealing of Christ is not the receiving 

of Life: it is the REVEALING of Life that is in you. The Light of Life – it is 

the Light that fills the soul. It’s the Light. Elements of the Light – wisdom, 

understanding, knowledge – not of the natural kind; but of that which is 

gotten in the face of Jesus Christ. It is that kind of wisdom that CHRIST is 

made unto you; that kind of understanding that CHRIST is made unto you. 

Not just the understanding that He awakens in you. No, the kind of 

understanding He Himself IS in you.  

 

References: 

Ephesians 2:5 

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 

grace ye are saved;) 

 

Ephesians 5:14 

Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 

Christ shall give thee light. 

 

John 1:4 

In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

 

Ephesians 1:17,18 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory may give unto 

you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of 

your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of 

his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. 
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2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 

 

 

Concerning the Spiritual 
 

It is this very reality that Paul would have the Corinthians see in the twelfth 

chapter of his first letter to them. Let’s take a brief look at that portion of 

scripture. I think it will be beneficial if we begin by looking at verse one in 

the Greek, “ Perí dé tœ¡n pneumatikœ¡n, adelfoí, ou thélœ humás agnoeín”. As 

you can see, there is no word in this verse for 
†
“gifts”. The word used is 

pneumatikœ¡npneumatikœ¡npneumatikœ¡npneumatikœ¡n    ((((pneumatikw=npneumatikw=npneumatikw=npneumatikw=n)))))) )) [Strong’s 4152], which means Spiritual.  

 

The following are verses which use this same word: 

                     
Colossians 1:9 

For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for 

you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 

wisdom and spiritual understanding. 

     

1 Corinthians 2:13 

Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, 

but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with 

spiritual. 

    

1 Corinthians 3:1 

And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto 

carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 

 

 

 

                                                           
†
 The Interlinear Greek New Testament has the number 9999 attributed to the word “gifts”. This means that 

no such word is found in the Greek text. 
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1 Peter 2:5 

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, 

to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

     

Eph 1:3 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 

us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

 

 

 

The word “gifts”, in 1 Corinthians 12:1, was added by the translators, but 

was not used in Paul’s original letter. That is because the emphasis in this 

letter and this chapter is not on “gifts”, as such, but is concerning what is 

natural or carnal and what is Spiritual or of the Spirit. We can say it this 

way, “what is Christ, as to his substance and expression, and what is not 

Christ”.  This is, in fact, the theme and concern expressed in the entire letter. 

“That no flesh should glory in His presence”, is the theme expressed in the 

very first sentences of this letter and continues throughout the letter. It is the 

same theme that was taken up with the Galatians who also received a letter 

of correction. The theme is clear, “Not I But Christ Liveth In Me” (Gal. 

2:20); “That No Flesh Should Glory In His Presence” (1 Cor. 1:29). This 

theme sets upon the foundation of Paul’s teaching that there is but One 

Body, One Eternal Spirit, One Life, One Righteousness and Wisdom of God, 

One Gift and Grace of God, One Hope, One Glory, One Fullness and 

Fulfillment of all and that, that One is Christ Himself.  

 

Paul understands that the Body of Christ is, in Truth, “Christ in Corporate 

Form”. He understands that the Body (Church) is not believers seeking to be 

or trying to be “like” Jesus. He understands that spiritual enlargement is not 

an outward display, but an inward (“in wrought”) reality of The Spirit of 

Christ. Paul understands that in all matters pertaining to Substance, Stature, 

Measure, Motion, Mission, and Ministry of the Church, it is Christ Himself 

Who is all and in all.  The Church (His Body) has no legitimate function of 

any kind except it be a function of Christ in His Body. It is Christ’s Very 

Being in action). There is One Body (given of God to His Son), One Spirit 

even One Lord and there is One Grace of God ( charischarischarischaris         [[[[xa/ri$xa/ri$xa/ri$xa/ri$] ] ] ] #5485), and 

that Grace is realized in Christ alone: The Grace of God in Christ!  
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References:             

Romans 5:1-5 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein 

we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  And not only so, but we 

glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And 

patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; 

because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 

which is given unto us. 

     

Romans 5:15-17 

But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of 

one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, 

which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. And not as it 

was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to 

condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. For if 

by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive 

abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, 

Jesus Christ.)  

     

John 1:16-17 

And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law 

was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
 

 

In like manner, there is only One true “Grace-expression” or “gift of Grace” 

(charisma [charisma [charisma [charisma [ xa/risma]xa/risma]xa/risma]xa/risma] #5486) and that too is Christ Himself. The Gift of God 

is not Jesus Christ and something else. It has pleased God to have all fullness 

dwell in Christ and Christ to dwell in the believer as the One “Gift or 

Expression” of that Grace (charismacharismacharismacharisma).).).). “But not as the offence, so also is the 

free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the 

grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 

abounded unto many. And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for 

the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many 

offences unto justification.”(Rom. 5:15-16). 

 

Now, out of The One Grace (Christ) and The One Gift (Expression) of 

Grace (Christ in you), comes the “plurality” or “different” expressions of 

that One Gift of Grace (charismacharismacharismacharismata [gifts]ta [gifts]ta [gifts]ta [gifts])))). . . . It is Christ Himself functioning 

in members as He wills to do for He and He alone knows the true need and 
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measure of His own Body, so He, through each, ministers to the whole so 

that the whole (Body) should grow up into Him who is the Head. Paul 

teaches the very same thing in Ephesians 4:1-16 (v15-16), but in Ephesians 

he is able to speak as to those who are spiritual “pneumatikœ¡npneumatikœ¡npneumatikœ¡npneumatikœ¡n” ” ” ” (#4152) and 

not as unto carnal or natural minded. 

 

So, the thought and intent of Paul which he voices in First Corinthians 

chapter twelve can be better translated as follows beginning with verse one: 

 

“Now brethren, I have written to you concerning the conduct 

and functions of the Lord’s Body. Let me now write concerning 

The Functions of Christ in His Body, for it is truly the desire 

of my heart that none of you are without the understanding of 

the Spirit concerning this matter. You know that you have 

turned from idols, which can neither see nor speak, unto the 

Living God. Therefore, you should know that not everyone who 

claims Divine inspiration speaks by the Spirit of God. I have 

made it very clear to the Church, that there is but One God, 

even One Lord and One Spirit. That they indeed are One and 

the same God and that for our sakes it pleased God for that 

fullness to dwell in Christ, Who also dwells in His Body. Thus, 

“the fullness of the Godhead Bodily” dwelleth in you, His 

Body; and you, His Body, are complete in Him. Now in order 

for that completeness to have full expression throughout His 

whole Body, Christ chooses, to express Himself in and through 

“different conduits, which are the different members of His 

Body”. The emphasis here is that Christ chooses, not man and 

not the member. We must understand that diversity is not the 

separation or the breaking into pieces of what is always ONE. It 

is, rather, that ONE having diversity in His expression through 

the many conduits of His own choosing. It is the same Lord, 

even the same Spirit, indeed the same God Who worketh ALL 

(the fullness of His Grace in Christ) in ALL (the whole Body of 

Christ). Having said this, we must understand that Christ dwells 

in His Body by dwelling in each member of it. The same Christ 

dwells in the one member, just as in the other member. God has 

set each member into the Body according to His good pleasure, 

i.e. He has given to Christ each and every member (believer) 

Who dwells in Him. There are different members, but the 

same Christ dwells in each member! Christ is not many. He 
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is “in” many. He is not divided into pieces and distributed to the 

many, each having “a part” of Jesus or each having Christ “in 

part”. He was broken in His death not in His Resurrection! His 

Body is One because He is One! The expression of His fullness 

is diverse and requires the plurality of His Body, but it is Christ 

Who worketh His Allness in All. 

 

 

In chapter twelve, Paul would have the Church to understand that it is, 

“Christ Who is made unto you…that no flesh should glory in His Presence” 

(1 Cor. 29-31). He is saying that it is none other than Christ, by His Eternal 

Spirit, Who not only is the Life of His Body, but that Christ is also the very 

functions of His Body. The Body does not function aside from Him except it 

be the functions of the flesh. Paul is not simply bringing corrections to their 

misconceptions, nor is he simply applying order to disorder. He is speaking 

of a whole new order.  The order of the Spirit, which order is Christ 

Himself. He is not showing the Body how to function “as Christ”, rather he 

is showing that the Body is the functions of Christ. Showing Christ Himself 

to be the Wisdom, the Understanding, the Knowledge, the Discernment, the 

Anointing, the Love, Joy, Peace, True Hope and Faith Who only the Spirit 

can reveal in His Body (v.3). He is saying that Christ Himself is the true and 

acceptable function of each member and that although there must be, for 

fullness sake, “different expressions” it is all the expression of One Grace, 

which is given of God in Christ. It is all the administration (ministration) of 

One Lord and it is all the working of One God Who, through Christ, is all 

and in all. The word “administration” in 1 Corinthians 12:5 is diakonia 

[diakoni/a]diakoni/a]diakoni/a]diakoni/a]  (#1248) and it refers to service or ministry as used in: 
                         

Acts 1:17 

For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. 

     

Acts 6:4 

But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the 

word. 

    

Acts 12:25 

And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled 

their ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was Mark. 
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Eph 4:12 

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 

of the body of Christ. 

 

2 Cor 4:1 

Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint 

not. 

     

2 Cor 5:18 

And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 

and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation. 

 

Also the word “operations” used in verse 6 is energema [e)ne/rghma] [e)ne/rghma] [e)ne/rghma] [e)ne/rghma]  (#1755, 

1754, 1753) and refers to the working of God as in: 
 

Eph 3:7 

Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God 

given unto me by the effectual working of his power. 

   

Eph 3:20 

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 

or think, according to the power that worketh in us. 

     

Col 1:29 

Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh 

in me mightily. 

 

 

Charismata 
 

James A. Fowler
‡
 is the author of such publications as: Christianity is Christ 

and Christianity is Not Religion (which I think every Christian should read). 

He also written Charismata: Rethinking the so-called “Spiritual Gifts”. The 

following are excerpts from Charismata…: 

 

“When Paul first shared the gospel and established the church 

in Corinth on his second missionary journey, he undoubtedly 

gave some instruction to the new converts about the charismata 
                                                           
‡
 You can find all of the mentioned publications authored by James A. Fowler at www.christinyou.com 

. 
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and their function in the church. After his departure he received 

word via couriers that divisive problems had arisen in the 

Christian community at Corinth. A harsh letter of reprimand 

was apparently sent to the congregation at Corinth, but it did 

not seem to bring adequate resolution to the problems. The 

epistle that we now know as "First Corinthians" was then 

drafted from Ephesus (I Cor. 16:8) while Paul was on his third 

missionary journey, and was intended to address the Corinthian 

misunderstandings, including questions raised in the previous 

letter. 

 

12:1  Turning his attention to the problem of charismatic 

misunderstanding, Paul transitions by writing, "Now (to change 

the subject), concerning the spirituals..." There is nothing in the 

Greek word pneumatikon that necessarily implies "spiritual 

gifts." To clarify what is meant by this term "spirituals," it is 

best to allow the context to provide definition. This is available 

in vs. 7 where Paul refers to the "manifestation of the Spirit..." 

(phanerosis tou Pneumatos). Thus the pneumatika that Paul 

refers to are "spiritual-manifestations" or "spiritual-

expressions," rather than "spiritual gifts" per se. The misnomer 

of "spiritual gifts" has tainted and colored the interpretation and 

understanding of this passage through the ages by implying 

separated entities or endowments given to particular individuals 

by the Holy Spirit…” 

 

“12:4-6  Returning to the specific instructional objective, 

following the introductory comments of the first three verses, 

Paul employs a triad of statements in vss. 4,5,6. The primary 

theme of this paragraph from vs. 4 through vs. 11 is to explain 

diversity within unity in such a way as to disallow the 

detachment of the multiformity of manifestations from the 

oneness of divine action. Thus, three times, repetitively, Paul 

contrasts the diversity of diaireseis with the unity and 

equivalency of autos in the triune Godhead. The Greek word 

diaireseis might be translated "variously chosen conduits" 

based on its etymology from dia meaning "through," and 

haireomai meaning "to choose." 
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"There are variously chosen conduits of charismaton, diakonion 

and energematon," explains Paul. In the variety of their 

instrumentality among Christians, we need not posit any 

complexity of distinction between the terms that Paul employs. 

Some have sought to distinguish and divide these terms, 

differentiating between capacity, context and consequence; 

motivation, ministry and manifestation; or more crassly, 

between tools, outlets and results; or illustrating with 

electricity, appliances and productivity. Such differentiation 

seems to inevitably fall into the trap of detaching God's action 

from His Being, or severing the unity of the action of the triune 

God. The apparent reference to the triunity of God in His action 

as Spirit, Lord, and God the Father, should be transferred back 

to the triplicity of commonality in the activity of the triune God 

via the apparently synonymous terms of charismaton, 

diakonion and energematon. God chooses to variously express 

His activity through "grace-expressions," or "service-

expressions," or "expressions of His outworking," all being 

synonymous with the "spiritual-expressions" (pneumatikon) 

that Paul is addressing (cf. vs. 1). These are collectively 

summarized by the "all things" (panta) of vss. 6 and 11, 

whereby Paul refers to the totality of the divine expressions of 

God's function in Christian peoples. God energizes (energon - 

cf. Eph. 3:20; Phil. 2:13; Col. 1:29) all spiritual expressions in 

all Christians (inclusively, extensively and universally). 

 

12:7  "To each Christian, individually and particularly, God 

gives the unique opportunity for the manifestation, expression, 

or showing forth of the Spirit toward the collective advantage 

of the whole." Here, again, is diversity within unity as 

individual Christians function for the common good. 

 

The "manifestation of the Spirit" (phanerosis tou Pneumatos) 

should not be construed as a particular "gift" that belongs to or 

is possessed by an individual Christian, as this tends to 

postulate a separate "gift" distinct from the action of the 

"Giver." Rather, the Spirit of God in Christ expresses Himself 

in a variety of ways for the unified purpose of bringing together 

the people of God in a common unity, i.e. community. 
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12:8-10  The variations of the spiritual expressions or 

manifestations are derived "through the Spirit" (vs. 8), 

"according to the Spirit" (vs. 8), "in the Spirit" (twice in vs. 9), 

and by the working of the Spirit (vs. 11). The diversification 

and multiformity of the spiritual-expressions must never detract 

from the singularity of their source in the Spirit of God. 

 

Following his explanation that "each one is given an expression 

of the Spirit for unifying advantage of the whole Body" (vs. 7), 

Paul begins to express that diversity by noting that "to one is 

given a particular expression, and to another a differing 

expression." As often translated into English this tends to lend 

itself to a misconception of separate entities or abilities being 

given to differing individuals; "to one is given...". The original 

Greek word order forestalls such somewhat by inserting 

"through the Spirit" between the subject and the verb; "For to 

one through the Spirit is given...". Paul is not implying any 

possessive acquisition of an independent gift, but seems to be 

indicating that a particular Christian individual is given the 

opportunity to express a particular expression of Christ's 

ministry at a particular time in a particular place. 

 

Paul's objective in these verses is not to present a catalogue 

listing of grace-expressions (vs. 9) or spiritual-expressions. The 

categories of expressions that he mentions are illustrative and 

not definitive. They are suggestive of the variety of such 

expressions, rather than an exhaustive encapsulation. The Spirit 

of God might express Himself in wisdom, knowledge, faith, 

healings, miracles, prophecy, spiritual discernment, languages, 

interpretation of languages, and in innumerable other 

expressions of grace. 

 

12:11  The point of emphasis in Paul's argument is that the 

singular (en) and particular (auto) Spirit of God energizes 

(energei) all these spiritual-expressions in their collective 

entirety in accord with His own intents, purposes and 

deliberations. The will of God is always the self-revelatory 

expression of Himself in Christ. Such singular and unified self-

revelation is expressed in a mulitiplicity of unique 

manifestations in individual Christians. In addition, it might be 
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noted that the divine expressions are not programmed or 

proceduralized, but are expressed as He sovereignly determines, 

for "the wind/Spirit blows where it wills" (Jn. 3:8). 

 

To translate diairoun as "distributing" (NASB) or "dividing" 

(KJV) seems ill-advised, for it can thus contribute to the 

misconception of the distribution of divided entities or 

commodities, which could then be possessed or controlled by 

the recipients. Consistent with the word's etymological origin, 

dia meaning "through" and haireomai meaning "to choose" (cf. 

vss 4-6), a more consistent meaning might be that "the Spirit 

energizes all grace-expressions, choosing to work through each 

individual Christian according to His own divine 

deliberations.…" 

 

Charis, Charisma, and Charismata 

“Understanding of the charismata must commence with an 

understanding of the dynamic expression of God's activity in 

grace (charis). Such grace was (and is) realized through Jesus 

Christ (Jn. 1:17), and through Him alone. Jesus Christ is thus 

the charisma, the singular, personal grace-expression of God. 

To the Romans, Paul explains that "the charisma of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 6:23), for Christ is 

the divine life of God (Jn. 14:6). Previously in the same epistle 

to the Romans (Rom. 5:15,16), Paul had referred to "the 

charisma" of God in Jesus Christ, explaining that the grace 

(charis) of God had been manifested in abundance to all men in 

the gift in grace (charis), the availability of the one Man, Jesus 

Christ, for the restoration of all men. The charis of God is 

extended to mankind in the charisma, the grace-expression of 

the salvific gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Those who receive the charisma of God in Jesus Christ by 

faith, "have been given grace (charis) according to the measure 

of the gift of Christ" (Eph. 4:7), allowing for the charismata of 

ministry-expressions (cf. Eph. 4:11,12). Out of the singularity 

of the charisma, grace-expression of Jesus Christ, there is 

derived the plurality of the grace-expressions (charismata) of 

the active ministry of Jesus Christ in and through His own, 

those identified in spiritual union as with Him as Christ-ones, 
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Christians. The charismata expressions are energized and 

empowered by the charis of God within and through those who 

are partakers of the charisma of God in Jesus Christ. 

 

Christic Function 

As the charismata are but expressions of the charisma of 

Christ, and the pneumatika are expressive of the Pneuma of 

Christ, it becomes evident that these are Christ-expressions. 

The charismata are expressive of Christic-function; the 

ministry-expression of Christ in His people and in His Body the 

Church…” 

 

“The charismata can only be legitimately understood in the 

context of a Christocentric theology, wherein the living Lord 

Jesus by His Spirit is the sole basis of redemption, 

sanctification and ecclesiastical expression. Everything God 

gives to the Christian is "in Christ Jesus." God has nothing 

more to give than Jesus! Everything that is legitimately called 

"Christian" or "spiritual" is Christ's Being in action! That is 

why we can say that "Christianity is Christ." Every Christian 

expression is ours by virtue of being en Christo, and expressed 

by means of His dynamic empowering, ek Christo. All 

behavioral expressions of sanctification, and all ministry 

expressions of Christian service are derived from the action of 

the very Being of Christ in the Christian. 

 

When Paul used the word pneumatikon (I Cor. 12:1) to refer to 

"spiritual-expressions," and then used the triad of synonyms, 

charismaton, diakinion and energematon, to refer to "grace-

expressions, ministry-expressions, and expressions of God's 

working" (I Cor. 12:4-6), he could just as well have added other 

synonyms to express the same functional realities. Given his 

fondness of coining new Greek words to express the radical 

newness of Christianity and its expression, Paul might have 

invented such words as Christomatikon to refer to "Christ-

expressions," or Theotikon to refer to "God-expressions" or 

"divine expressions" of the triune God in Christian peoples. 

Such words would have been consistent with the divine Christic 

function that Paul was attempting to explain.” (from Charismata: 

Rethinking the so-called “Spiritual Gifts” by James A. Fowler) 
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I have included these quotes from Charismata, because in my opinion, Mr. 

Fowler has stated very correctly much of what I have just tried to express 

concerning the twelfth chapter of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. 

 

The Fullness that Filleth in nothing less and nothing other than Christ 

Himself functioning in His Body. The understanding of this “Allness” of 

Christ leaves no room for ME to function or for YOU to function. By the 

Grace of God, we are the Resurrected Body of His functions, of His living. 

Do we not understand that God in His infinite Wisdom has by His matchless 

Grace, through the very Cross of Christ, separated us to be the place of His 

(Christ’s) appearing, “to reveal His Son in me”, the place of “not I but 

Christ”. 

 

 

Was Dead – Alive Forever More 
 

This leads Paul to his statement of Galatians 2:20, “ I am crucified with 

Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 

which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 

me, and gave himself for me.” It all brings him to that: I AM CRUCIFIED 

WITH CHRIST. Why? Because The Christ who appears in His glory 

identifies Himself always in this manner: “ I am he which liveth, was dead, 

but now I am alive forever more.” (Revelation 1:18) The Christ that is 

revealed in you, The Lord in His glory is always The Lord who is seen to be 

dead to sin, and alive to God. So it is with Him that we identify. To identify 

with Him in His glory, you have to identify with Him in His death. There is 

no other way to do it. And you can’t do it until you come to that reality IN 

HIM. You can’t do it – we can purpose to do it… and all of that, but it’s still 

just man. It is man trying to be nothing, man trying to lose his life – just 

man. No, it is only through the appearing of The Lord that that capacity is 

given to our soul. It is HE who makes us able to become the sons of God. It 

is HE who makes us able ministers, not of the letter, but of the Spirit. It is 

HE who makes us able. But again I say, You can not identify with Him in 

His fullness except you identify with Him in His death, because you see, that 

makes way for His fullness. 
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References: 

Hebrews 13:8 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

 

Romans 6:5,10,11 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be 

also in the likeness of his resurrection…For in that he died, he died unto sin 

once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also 

yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

 

Philippians 2:13 

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 

pleasure. 

 

1 John 3:1 

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 

should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, 

because it knew him not. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:6 

Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, 

but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

 

 

Not I 
 

It is this realization: I am crucified with Christ. So complete must be that 

reality of crucifixion that one can say, not I, but CHRIST liveth in me. Not 

just in my stead. No, that’s not the confession of a soul in whom Christ is 

revealed. Not just Christ living in my stead. Now this is important. Not just 

Christ as "another” life, a “better” life, a “higher” life. No, it is Christ as the 

ONLY life: the ONLY LIFE that has ever lived in me. Paul can say I 

understand now that I have never had ministry that is of God; I’ve never had 

sight – I was blind. I have never had life. I was dead in sin, and could not 

become dead to it but by the Lord. It’s not just seeing that you and I have 

received a “better” life, bringing us into a “better” place or a “better” 

ministry. No, that’s not it. It’s not just the idea of One living in my stead. It’s 

the idea that LIFE has never been in me before. HE LIVETH IN ME! That’s 

the realization to which we come in His appearing. 
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References: 

Colossians 3:3,4 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 

our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 

 

Romans 6:1,2 

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 

God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 

 

Ephesians 2:1 

And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins. 

 

Philippians 1:21 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

 

1 John 5:11,112 

And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 

in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of 

God hath not life. 

 

 

Seeing The Lord 
 

Therefore to the one who sees Him in this way, it is never a case of going 

back and taking up anything that you ever had before. We understand just 

what John the Baptist says: ‘He’s from the heaven: I’m from the earth. 

Everything I’ve said is earthy.’ There’s nothing there to take up. There’s 

nothing there to make me think I can do better since seeing the Lord. No, 

seeing the Lord tells you the opposite of that. It brings you to the total 

opposite conclusion of me doing something better. No – I’ve never seen 

before! But now I see! And what we see is THE LORD! Everything that I 

thought I knew, that I thought I understood, must be confessed as blindness 

in the Light of Life. 

 

References: 

John 3:31 

He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and 

speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. 
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John 9:39-41 

And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see 

not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. And some of the 

Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are 

we blind also? Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: 

but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 

 

 

All Things But Loss 
 

And then in Philippians 3:7-11. In the first part of this Paul says who he was 

and where he was prior to the coming of the Lord: prior to the appearing of 

Christ: prior to God revealing His Son in Paul. “ But what things were gain 

to me, those I counted loss for Christ.”  See, the things that you and I want 

to count loss are the things we don’t care that much about anyway. If it’s left 

up to us, we are “selective” about what we put out of the house. A lot of time 

we want to keep the furniture and just rearrange it in a more pleasing 

manner. Paul says it was the things that were gain to me that I counted loss. 

What things were gain? And he’s not talking about automobiles, two-story 

houses and color televisions – not those kind of things at all. He spoke about 

what he lost – his vision, his ministry, his purpose, his standing, his mission: 

that which HE thought to be of God: what he did for God. “But what things 

were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count 

all things…” See, the loop has gotten larger. “… all things but loss, for the 

excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord…” And the word 

“excellency” there is describing the heavens: what is far above, beyond, 

more excellent. The word “excellency” is the description of heaven and the 

things that are heavenly. What is actually being talked about is “… the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 

Corinthians 4:6) “… for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do 

count them but dung, that I may win Christ.” That is, have CHRIST as my 

reward, as my fullness.  

 

References: 

Philippians 3:4-6 

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh 

that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the 

eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 

Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the 

church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
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Ephesians 1:21; 3:20 

Far above all principality and power, and might, and dominion, and every 

name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 

come…Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 

we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us. 

 

 

And Be Found In Him 
 

Oh yes, Philippians 3:9, “ And be found in him, not having mine own…” 

Look at his words – NOT having anything which is my own. “… not having 

mine own righteousness, which is of the law…” Paul desired to be found IN 

HIM not having anything but HIM. That’s really what Paul is saying here. 

Not having righteousness of my own – right standing of my own. No, … but 

that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God 

by faith. That I may know him…” Now there is a word here, a conjunction in 

verse 10, and in the English it is “and”. That is the Greek word KAI 

(Strong’s # 2532), and it means “even”, or it is linking these two statements 

together. The grammar there suggests it has a copulative force. It means that 

they become one. “ That I may know him, EVEN the power of his 

resurrection…” because to know Him is to know Him in the power of His 

resurrection. But to know Him in the power of His resurrection is 

automatically to be made conformable to His death. The fullness brings 

about the realization of the emptiness. The allness brings about the 

realization of the nothingness. The Life brings about the realization that 

none lives but Him. 

 

References: 

Romans 3:20-22 

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his 

sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of 

God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 

prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 

unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference. 

 

John 14:19 

Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I 

live, ye shall live also (even as I live). 
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To Know Him 
 

It is NOT to know Him and then also at sometime the power of His 

resurrection, and sometime… something else. No, these are the same: they 

show togetherness, completeness, a union. That’s what the conjuction kai 
(kai/) means here.To know Him is to know Him in the power of His 

resurrection. Why? Because He appears in the power of His resurrection. 

The power of His resurrection says I am dead unto sin: death hath no more 

dominion over me. The power of His resurrections says I am alive unto God, 

and alive for ever more! But Christ appearing IN YOU is saying that about 

YOUR LIFE! The One who is your Life is dead to sin, alive unto God. 

“…being made conformable unto his death…the fellowship of his 

sufferings.” That is of the Cross – knowing Him that way. Why? That I may 

lay hold upon – attain; that is, come to comprehend Him in resurrection. 

Yes, verse 11, “ If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the 

dead.” This is not futuristic for Paul, because he goes on to say, “Not as 

though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow 

after, if that I may apprehend that for which I am apprehended of Christ 

Jesus.” Apprehend means comprehend – for the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. 

 

References: 

Romans 6:10 

For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto 

God. 

 

Revelation 1:18 

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore. 

Amen, and have the keys of hell and of death. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:12 

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 

part: but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

 

 

The Fullness That Emptieth 
 

The fullness that filleth is also the fullness that emptieth. “But who may 

abide the day of his coming? And who shall stand when he appeareth? 
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(Malachi 3:2) NONE BUT THE LORD! He fills His House which He has 

brought forth in His resurrection – out from His death, burial and 

resurrection. He stands in His House as the fullness of it, the completeness 

of it, the glory of it, the purpose of it, the joy of it – THE ALLNESS. But in 

doing so He empties it of all but HIMSELF! 

 

References: 

Hebrews 3:6 

But Christ as a son over his own house: whose house are we, if we hold fast 

the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

 

Colossians 2:9,10 

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are 

complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power. 

 

Mark 11:15,16 

And they came to Jerusalem, and Jesus went into the temple, and began to 

cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of 

the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves. And would not 

suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 

THE PLACE OF HIS FULLNESS 

 

 

Fullness Possesses Us 
 

We have been looking at “ …who shall stand when he appeareth?” (Malachi 

3:2) We have been dealing with “The Fullness That Filleth”. And the point 

I’ve been stressing with regard to fullness is that fullness is not something 

that you press into. I know it’s said that way a lot, but that gives a wrong 

understanding. It’s not something that you and I possess. Fullness possesses 

us. Fullness possesses your soul. It is CHRIST who is the fullness that filleth 

all in all with regard to His Body. And we moved on to consider when does 

fullness begin to fill you? Well, it begins with the appearing of Christ. It 

begins with the appearing of the Lord of Glory, and it has tremendous 

effects. It is when we behold the TRUE vision of God, the mirror of God. 

“But we all, with an open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 

are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 

the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 3:18) And friends, there is nothing else that will 

change your soul. How important it is to understand that. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 3:19 

And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 

filled with all the fullness of God. 

 

Ephesians 1:23 

(the church) Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

Colossians 3:4 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 

him in glory. 

 

Psalm 24:7,8 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates: and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and 

the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong 

and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 

 



 98 

The Necessity of His Appearing 
 

How important it is to understand the necessity of His appearing in the true 

nature that all of the Greek terms that are translated as “appearing” imply. 

There are seven different Greek words that are most prevalently translated in 

the scriptures as “appearing” in relation to Christ, but the actual Greek word 

in one scripture may be different than in another scripture, because it is 

implying a different nature of that appearing in you. And the verses are more 

easily understood if you understand when you look at the word “appearing” 

what that word actually means with regard to Christ’s relationship with a 

believer. And I firmly believe that all of them can be summed up in just this: 

“For it is God who worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 

pleasure.” (Philippians 2:13) And He does that in what the scripture refers 

to as “the appearing of Christ”. And one of those verses is in 2 Corinthians 

3:18 that we just read. Although the word “appearing” is not used there, it is 

“…beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, we are changed into the 

same image from glory to glory, even as The Lord is that Spirit.” That’s the 

way the verse should be translated. 

 

 

Beholding 
 

And there’s no way to “behold the glory of the Lord” until The Lord of 

Glory appears. And we used the tabernacle as the type and shadow of that, 

and then brought that right over into the reality of Christ. And Paul’s usage 

of that in 2 Corinthians 3 is about the glory that was veiled; but now the veil 

being done away, the glory shineth. And one of the Greek words for 

“appearing” is shining, a shining forth: EPIPHANEIA (Strong’s #2015) One 

of the Greek words for “appearing” is light – light that shineth, to be seen: 

PHAINO (Strong’s # 5316) is another one of the Greek words for 

“appearing” and has to do with sight: having an eye to see: OPTOMAI 

(Strong’s #3700) is another Greek word for “appearing”; the actual 

definition is “one who permits himself to be seen”. Well, it is the Lord who 

permits us to have sight. It is all through the Lord appearing, which is the 

Work of the Spirit of God in you. But in every case it is THE LORD 

HIMSELF appearing in His Glory. So much so that Paul says, “For God, 

who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 

hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6) And that shining is translated as 
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appearing. And so the fullness that filleth begins to actually do that with/by,  

the appearing of the Lord. 

 

References: 

“appearing” as EPIPHANEIA   

2 Timothy 1:10 

But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 

hath abolished death and hath brought life and immortality to light through 

the gospel. 

 

Titus 2:13 

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 

and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

“appearing” as PHAINO 

Matthew 24:30 

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall 

all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming 

in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

 

“appearing” as OPTOMAI 

Acts 7:2; 26:16 

And he said, Men, brethren and fathers, hearken: The God of glory 

appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he 

dwelt in Charran…But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared 

unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of 

these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will 

appear unto thee. 

 

Revelation 12:1,3 

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the 

sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve 

stars… And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great 

red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his 

heads. 
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He Appears For Us 
 

Then we began to look at a very important fact of that appearing and of that 

fullness. Who shall stand when He appears? We read from Psalms 24:1-10 

and then from Hebrews 9:24 which has to do with Christ appearing in the 

presence of God FOR US. And I emphasized that the word “for us” does not 

mean, nor is it translated to mean that He is there and we are somewhere 

else. No – we are very much there IN HIM. But He appears FOR US 

because we can not appear for ourselves. He is the glory that fills His House! 

And then we got into the theme that the cost of fullness is EMPTINESS. 

And you never hear that so much when someone is urging believers to “go 

on into fullness” or urging believers to “possess fullness”. It’s like we think 

it is added to us. But the fact of the matter is fullness empties all but itself. 

When something is full of a particular matter it is emptied of all other 

matter. It simply cannot be any other way or it is not full. So there simply 

remains no room. We looked at that in John 3:30, “ He must increase, but I 

must decrease.” And we took that over into Paul’s letters with regard to the 

effect of fullness; or the effect of the appearing of Christ. And we dealt with 

the things that were gain to me, those I counted loss. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 9:24 

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are 

the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence 

of God for us. 

 

John 14:20 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, ye are in me, and I am in 

you. 

 

Philippians 3:7-9 

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea 

doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 

of Christ Jesus my Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 

do count them but dung, that I may win Christ. And be found in him, not 

having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 

through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith. 
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Effect of His Appearing 

 
And now to continue we want to consider the case of King Uzziah and 

Isaiah. So in this vein: Who shall stand when He appears? Who shall abide 

in the presence of the Lord? 2 Chronicles 26:1-5, “ Then all the people of 

Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king in the 

room of his father Amaziah. He built Eloth, and restored it to Judah, after 

that the king slept with his fathers. Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he 

began to reign, and he reigned fifty and two years in Jerusalem. His 

mother’s name also was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. And he did that which was 

right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah did. 

And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the 

visions of God: and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him to 

prosper.” Now verse 16, “ But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up 

to his destruction: for he transgressed against the Lord his God, and went 

into the temple of the Lord to burn incense upon the altar of incense.” Now 

he would have been better off anywhere ELSE in the temple than at the altar 

of incense, because here is received up unto God the sweet smelling savour 

which is nothing other, nor ever can be other than CHRIST HIMSELF. 

There is much that is bound up with this, but it is this altar that in his 

arrogance he approached. “And Azariah the priest went in after him, and 

with him fourscore priests of the Lord, that were valiant men: And they 

withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It appertaineth not unto thee, 

Uzziah, to burn incense unto the Lord, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, 

that are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast 

trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour from the Lord God. Then 

Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn incense: and while 

he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his forehead 

before the priests in the house of the Lord, from beside the incense altar. 

And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon him, and, 

behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out from thence; 

yea, himself hasted also to go out, because the Lord had smitten him. And 

Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a several 

house, being a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the Lord: and 

Jothan his son was over the king’s house, judging the people of the land. 

Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah the prophet, the 

son of Amoz, write. So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him 

with his fathers in the field of the burial which belongs to the kings; for they 

said, He is a leper; and Jothan his son reigned in his stead. 
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References: 

1 Corinthians 1:29 

That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

 

Exodus 30:7,8 

And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he 

dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. And when Aaron lighteth 

the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before 

the Lord throughout your generations. 

 

 

Mine Eyes Have Seen The King 
 

Now Isaiah 6. 1-10, “ In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord 

sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 

Above it stood the seraphims; each one had six wings; with twain he covered 

his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And 

one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the 

whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice 

of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is 

me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 

midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord 

of hosts. Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his 

hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it 

upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is 

taken away, and thy sin purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 

Who shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. 

And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; 

and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and 

make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and 

hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be 

healed.” 

 

What I want to deal with now is the confessions of men who have seen the 

Lord in glory. But first we would do well to take notice that the story of 

Uzziah does not end with his death. The story of Uzziah ends with the 

appearing of THE LORD IN GLORY. We need to think about that! “In the 

year that king Uzziah died I SAW ALSO THE LORD…” It ends with the 

appearing of the Lord in glory! The CROSS – The Work of God in Salvation 

by the Cross. The Cross is not just about my death, and someone reigning in 
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my stead. Uzziah’s son, Jotham reigned in his stead. Jothan perpetuated the 

reign of Uzziah. And he may have been a better king: and when you read 

about him, he was a good king. Some kings were better than those they 

replaced, and some were worse, but that’s not the point. The point is that 

Christ is never “me” doing better. It’s not the reign of Uzziah continuing in 

his son or even in his son’s successor. The Cross is not simply about “me” 

dying and someone reigning in my stead. It’s not about me doing better, but 

inevitably it’s taught that way: that the Cross and the death that takes place 

there is about “me” doing better; “me” coming forth in forgiveness or “me” 

coming forth in some way made better.  

 

References: 

2 Chronicles 26:23 

So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the 

field of the burial which belonged to the kings; for they said, He is a leper: 

and Jothan his son reigned in his stead. 

 

2 Chronicles 27:1-6 

Jothan was twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and he 

reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name also was Jerushah, 

the daughter of Zadok. And he did that which was right in the sight of the 

Lord, according to all that his father Uzziah did: howbeit he entered not into 

the temple of the Lord. And the people did yet corruptly. He built the high 

gate of the house of the Lord, and on the wall of Ophel he built much. 

Moreover he built cities in the mountains of Judah, and in the forests he 

built castles and towers. He fought also with the king of the Ammonites, and 

prevailed against them…So Jothan became mighty, because he prepared his 

ways before the Lord his God. 

 

2 Chronicles 28:1; 32:33; 33:1,2 

Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen 

years in Jerusalem: but he did not that which was right in the sight of the 

Lord, like David his father…And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they 

buried him in the chiefest of the sepulchres of the sons of David: and all 

Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did him honour at his death. And 

Manasseh his son reigned in his stead…Manasseh was twelve years old 

when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem: 

But did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, like unto the 

abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord had cast out before the 

children of Israel. 
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The Cross Takes Away ME 
 

The Cross is not where I am made better. It has nothing to do with that. The 

Cross is not about me saying, ‘Well, I had it all wrong. I did it all wrong, but 

now I’ve got it right.’ I’ve known preachers, I’ve known believers who were 

every bit as arrogant as Uzziah. I was every bit as arrogant as Uzziah! But 

then they fell upon hard times. In one particular case, because of a Pastor’s 

arrogance, all the people left. And he repented and got “sweeter”, and wasn’t 

so arrogant, and took upon himself a humility. And lo and behold, he got 

many of the people back, and many were added to that. But it was still him. 

That’s not the Cross. The Cross (in this context) is not me dying and coming 

forth in my son. It’s not my kingship continuing better. It’s not my rule and 

my reign continuing in better circumstances or with a better spirit or attitude. 

That’s NOT what it is all about, and that’s not what we’re talking about. 

 

References: 

Philippians 2:5,7 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus…And being found in 

fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 

even the death of the cross. 

 

Proverbs 16:18,19 

Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. Better it 

is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the 

proud. 

 

 

The Altogether Other 
 

It’s not about me saying ‘now I’ll glorify the Lord and not glorify me.’ 

These are all good intentions, but fall short of being Christ. He is not just 

another: HE IS THE ALTOGETHER OTHER THAN ME. He is the 

altogether new – not an extension of the earthly kingdom. He is the One who 

says, “ My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, 

then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but 

now is my kingdom not from hence.” (John 18:36) It’s never going to be of 

this world. It is an altogether different kingdom – altogether DIFFERENT! 
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References: 

1 Corinthians 1:29 

That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:47 

The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from 

heaven. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

John 3:31 

He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and 

speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. 

 

 

Spiritual Interpretation 
 

The spiritual interpretation of this story is found in 2 Thessalonians 2:3. The 

spiritual reality of this very story is often misunderstood, but it is the 

altogether otherness of CHRIST. It is fullness that empties out: the fullness 

that will allow nothing but itself. The altogether otherness, newness of 

Christ. “Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day shall not come, 

except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 

son of perdition.” We have been reading about a ‘falling away first’ in the 

story of Uzziah. And here is the nature of this man of sin. Verse 4, “ Who 

opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 

worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself 

that he is God.” I said before, he could have gone to almost any other piece 

of furniture except the one he did, and maybe would have been better off; 

but particularly not that one. “…shewing himself that he is God. Remember 

ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? and now ye 

know what withholdest that he who letteth will let, until he(this man of sin, 

this man of perdition) be taken out of the way.” Can any one deny that 

Uzziah represented the man of sin? For the mystery of iniquity doth already 

work; only he who now letteth will let, until he (that refers to the man of sin) 

be taken out of the way.” This story is a beautiful example in the Old 

Testament of this spiritual interpretation. You can see how the Lord “let”… 

and He continued to “let” until the one that he was allowing was actually 
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taken out of the way. And as I said, his story did not just end with his death. 

He was abolished: he was totally taken out with the appearing of the Lord of 

glory. Isaiah brings him right back into the story and shows that the end of 

the reign of Uzziah the King is the appearing of THE KING IN GLORY. He 

shows that to be the case, and we need to put that together. 

 

Reference: 

Isaiah 6:1 

In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, 

high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 

 

 

A Spiritual Condition 
 

Now although the Bible is historical, it is not about history. Though it has 

usage of people, places and things; it isn’t about people, nor places, nor 

things. “…until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be 

revealed..” Not just taken away, but shown to be who he is. “ …whom the 

Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the 

brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of 

Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all 

deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because…” What 

was wrong with Israel during this time? We can read it in Isaiah during this 

time. “…because they received not the love of THE TRUTH, that they 

might be saved. And for this cause God will send them strong delusion, that 

they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not 

the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” The same condition is there 

that gives rise to Uzziah: the same problem is there. But here’s what most of 

us have not really understood out of that story. We need to understand that 

Uzziah represented the spiritual condition of all Israel and its prophets at that 

particular time. It was all represented in Uzziah. When he was “uncovered” 

– found out; all of Israel was found out. All the prophets of Israel were 

“found out”; but they were not “taken out”. Nor was he as to his rule and 

reign through others and in Israel UNTIL the Lord appeared in His glory. 

 

References: 

Isaiah 1:2,4,12,13 

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath spoken. I have 

nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me… Ah 

sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that 
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are corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy 

One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward…When ye come to 

appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts? 

Bring no more vain oblations: incense is an abomination unto me; the new 

moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with: it is 

iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 

 

Ephesians 5:13 

But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for 

whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 

 

 

The Effect Upon Those Who See The Lord in Glory 
 

Uzziah was a leper – that condition was revealed in the temple where he 

stood. Now I want to remind you that a leper in those days had to put a cloth 

upon his upper lip. And he had to go about wherever he went crying out, 

“Unclean, I am unclean.” Now we come to Isaiah, and the effect upon those 

who see the Lord in His glory. Now Isaiah was already a prophet in Israel. 

Some people preach that he became a prophet at this time, but that is not so. 

No, he was already a prophet in Israel at this time, but something happened 

to him. “ I SAW THE LORD…” (Isaiah 6:1,5) ‘I saw the king of Israel, I 

saw the king of heaven and earth, I saw the altogether other than Uzziah!’ 

Glory to the Lamb of God – the altogether other! I saw HIM – sitting upon a 

throne. I saw THE LORD IN HIS GLORY! It’s like that God (relating this 

to the tabernacle) just reached down and lifted the whole scene of the Holy 

of Holies right out of its temporal setting, and brought it right into its 

spiritual reality, and showed that reality to Isaiah. 

 

References: 

Leviticus 13: 2,20 

When a man shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising, a scab, or bright 

spot, and it be in the skin of his flesh like the plague of leprosy; then he shall 

be brought unto Aaron the priest, or unto one of his sons the priests…And if, 

when the priest seeth it, behold, it be in sight lower than the skin, and the 

hair thereof be turned white; the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is a 

plague of leprosy broken out of the boil. 
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Luke 5:12 

And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold a man full of 

leprosy: who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and besought him, saying, Lord, if 

thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 

 

Isaiah 1:1,10; 2:1 

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of 

Judah… Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the 

law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah…The word that Isaiah the son of 

Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 

Hebrews 9:23,24 

It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should 

be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better 

sacrifices than these. For Christ is not entered into the holy places made 

with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to 

appear in the presence of God for us. 

 

 

Unclean 
 

And the confession that he made out of that was “…for mine eyes have seen 

the king. Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips.” 

(Isaiah 6:5) Isaiah understood I am a leper! Uzziah’s condition is MY 

condition! And not only that, I dwell in the midst of lepers. Friends, when 

you see YOUR condition when the Lord appears (and you are going to see 

it); you automatically see the condition of those around you as well. I 

remember in first seeing the Lord and coming through this realization, I saw 

not only in me the condition, but in the Lord’s Body of which I was a part, 

the same condition. Indeed, those around me wouldn’t have minded so much 

had I kept it as MY condition. They just didn’t want to hear that it was 

THEIR condition too! But it was their condition too. And indeed I saw there 

was only one Gospel, and that had to come out of a crucified mouth, out of 

crucified lips: a death of the leper. I saw that was the only one Gospel, and 

those around me wouldn’t have minded if I said I’d found a “new” Gospel, 

or that I’ve got a “new” ministry. But when you come forth saying this is 

THE Gospel… and it’s the Gospel to you, and there isn’t any other 

Gospel… hear the Word of the Lord! Well, they don’t like that! 
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References: 

John 9:39-41 

And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see 

not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. And some of the 

Pharisees which were with him heard those words, and said unto him, Are 

we blind also? Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: 

but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 

 

Galatians 1:6-8 

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace 

of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that 

trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an 

angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we 

have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 

 

 

God Dealing With a Man 
 

Isaiah saw the Lord in glory, and he immediately understood it was HIS 

condition; but he understood it was Israel’s condition also. And he 

understood there was only ONE true vision of God given to Israel; and that 

was to see the Lord. Yes, that was to see the Lord. Isaiah understood that. 

What was true of Uzziah is true of us all, he says. He did not realize this 

until he saw the Lord on His throne: until he saw the Lord in glory he did not 

realize this. And remember I said this did not make him a prophet. He was 

already a prophet. God was dealing with a man, not a prophet. Let me tell 

you something: it doesn’t matter what we think our station in life is. God is 

dealing with a man – not what he does. God isn’t interested in me being a 

“better preacher” or a “better teacher” or a “better prophet”, a better 

whatever. He is after HIS SON. That’s what he is after. He uncovered Isaiah, 

the man (and He uncovered Israel). God was not dealing with an institution. 

He was dealing with Israel as a people: getting right down inside, getting 

down to what we are in His own sight. 

 

References: 

Ezekiel 1:1,28 

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day 

of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the 

heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God… As the appearance of the 

bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the 
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brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory 

of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of 

one that spake. 

 

Matthew 3:17 

And lo, a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased. 

 

 

God Desires His Son 
 

I remember when Christ was revealed in me. At that time I was a preacher. 

And it wasn’t a better preacher that God was after. It was then, as it is now – 

HIS SON. Because the fact of the matter is I am probably NOT a better 

preacher than I was then. It’s just that everything that I had to say was 

OTHER than Christ. And everything that came out of my mouth came out of 

the mouth of a leper! I should have been crying, “Unclean, unclean, 

unclean!”, rather than standing up and crying “righteous, holy.” Because 

until the Lord appeared I knew nothing of righteousness; I knew nothing of 

holiness… nor could I, because there was a condition of leprosy there. 

 

References: 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and 

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. 

 

Romans 8:29 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

image of his son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

Matthew 12:34 

O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of 

the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 
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God Chose Israel 
 

He’s not interested in making me a better preacher, or for that matter a better 

believer, or a better Christian. God is after HIS SON revealed in His place; 

the place chosen of God and prepared of God for Him: chosen of God from 

before the foundation of the world; prepared of God through His death, 

burial and resurrection; the place where He has brought us to appear, that 

THERE the Lord may have HIS appearing. This is what God is after. This is 

why God chose Israel. He chose Israel – not to be a super nation. He chose 

Israel in their nothingness, in their weakness; and from time to time He 

showed to them their nothingness and weakness, though they always failed 

to see it. But He chose them in their nothingness and in their weakness that 

He alone would be their strength. He chose their prophets in their 

nothingness because He chose them right out of Israel. They weren’t other 

than Israelites. It was to do one thing: to show them that there was only one 

TRUE Spirit of prophecy, and that Spirit was the Spirit of CHRIST 

HIMSELF. And He chose them for the revealing of His Son. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:4 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in love. 

 

Exodus 15:17 

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine 

inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, 

in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established. 

 

1Corinthians 1:26-28 

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the 

flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the 

foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the 

weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base 

things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, 

and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are. 

 

Revelation 19:10 

…for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 
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Not To a Type, But To True 
 

We see that in a representative way: in a type and shadow. But you and I 

have not come to the place that is representative: we have not come to the 

figure of heaven, but to heaven itself. We haven’t come to a type of the 

House of God, but to the House of God itself! We haven’t come to a type of 

something that God chose, but to the very time and the very place of the 

choosing of the Lord, that He may reveal His Son. But when that Son is 

revealed, He exposes the condition of that place. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 12:18,22,24 

For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned 

with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest…But ye are come 

unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels… And to Jesus the 

mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 

better things than that of Abel. 

 

Hebrews 9:24 

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are 

the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence 

of God for us. 

 

Haggai 2:23 

In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my 

servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will make thee as a signet; 

for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord of hosts. 

 

Isaiah 44:1,2 

Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom I have chosen: Thus 

saith the Lord that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will 

help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jersurun, whom I have 

chosen. 
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Exposing The Condition 
 

Here’s the point: anything other than Him is FLESH. Anything other than 

Him is unclean. And He shows that to be the case. He doesn’t leave it in that 

condition, but destroys, in the brightness of His coming, that whole spirit, 

that whole attitude, that whole nature and character, that whole man. He fills 

His House with HIS fullness. And nothing else can remain. But in the doing 

of that He exposes the condition. You see, man at his very nature is leprous. 

Man in his very nature is flesh. We don’t realize that, so we go about trying 

to accomplish what only Christ Himself is, and we can never accomplish 

that. However, if we continue to do that long enough, we come to believe 

that we are that, and we find ourselves standing in HIS PLACE. And we 

stand there, and we will be allowed to stand there UNTIL the time appointed 

of the Father. And that is the time to reveal His Son in you: to reveal the 

condition that is there, that with the light of His glory, and the fire of His 

presence, He does consume. He does not “clean me up” He consumes me. 

 

References: 

2 Thessalonians 2:8 

And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with 

the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming. 

 

Matthew 21:12-14 

And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and 

bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and 

the seats of them that sold doves. And said unto them, It is written, My house 

shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. And 

the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them. 

 

Romans 3:10-12, 23 

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that 

understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of 

the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 

good, no, not one…For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 

 

Galatians 4:4 

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 

woman, made under the law. 
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Malachi 3:2 

But who may abide the day of his coming? And who shall stand when he 

appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap. 

 

 

God Is a Consuming Fire 
 

I want you to know that our God is a consuming fire! And when He reveals 

His Son, it is that fire of His holy, divine and righteous nature that is 

revealed. This is the reason the prophet cries out, “ Who shall stand when he 

appeareth?” (Malachi 3:2) Who shall stand? NO ONE! He appears in His 

House, He stands in His House. His House has no standing but HIM. He 

stands in His House! This is what God is after. Many are the effects of the 

Lord’s appearing, but I want you to understand that He’s not just after 

effects. He is after the CAUSE. He removes the cause. He’s not after me 

“feeling bad”. He’s not after me just repenting; He’s not after me just 

confessing. He is after the cause: He removes the cause. Oh friend, many of 

us, particularly before the appearing of the Lord, and after, spent much time 

repenting. In each time in our repenting we have vowed before God that 

we’ll never do that again! You may never do that again, but YOU remain! 

 

References: 

Hebrews 12:29 

For our God is a consuming fire. 

 

1 Peter 1:15,16 

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 

conversation; Because it is written, be ye holy; for I am holy. 

 

Hebrews 10:9 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that 

he may establish the second. 

 

1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Removing The Cause 
 

This is what Christianity teaches and seems to believe. But He’s not just 

after the effects, or after the confession. That does come, but it is the cause 

that He is after. It is the removal of the MAN that He is after – the leper. 

And that’s why it’s not a matter of making me better, and me now serving 

God in a different way under a different kingdom. No – an altogether 

DIFFERENT kingdom comes in: an altogether different King comes in! It is 

altogether NEW: it is no way an extension of me, or a revival of me, nor 

shall it ever be. It is THE LORD appearing, and the Lord now filling His 

temple with the majesty of His train: His majesty and His glory filling all of 

His land, all of Israel, His glory. It is the fullness that filleth. But at the cost 

of EMPTINESS. And when I say emptiness; I’m not meaning making me 

empty. I am the thing that is emptied out - by His fullness that filleth. 

 

References: 

John 19:36 

Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this 

world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the 

Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 

 

Isaiah 6:1 

In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, 

high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 

 

Numbers 14:21 

But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord. 

 

 

The Self Life Understood 
 

That’s the way it works. The unveiled, the unhindered appearing of His Son 

in glory. The leprosy of the self life can not stand in His appearing. I am 

using “self life” hesitantly, because then we may get the idea that we have a 

“self” life and then a “spiritual” life. But that’s not the case. What we have is 

a self-life. Christ is an altogether OTHER life. He is the Life. Aside from 

Him there is no life. In Philippians 1:21, Paul says, “to live IS Christ” and 

again in Galatians 2:20, he says, “yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” and 

again in 1John 5:11-12 we read, “and this is the record that God hath given 
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to us Eternal Life and this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life; 

and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” The miracle of Salvation 

is not that one day, when we die, we will go to heaven. The miracle of 

Salvation is that; The One Eternal Son of God lives in us. Eternal Life 

Himself lives in me as my Life. The King of Kings, The Lord of Lords, The 

Great I AM that I AM , The Ever Coming One, The Wisdom, Understanding 

and Knowledge of God lives in me and when He appears (is revealed in me), 

my soul is emptied by and filled with His Glory. At that time, in His 

Appearing, I know with a certainty that it is Not I, but it is Christ only Who 

lives in me. 

 

References: 

Colossians 3:3,4 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 

our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 

 

John 12:25 

He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world 

shall keep it unto life eternal. 

 

Romans 12:2 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 

of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 

perfect, will of God. 

 

 

In His Appearing 
 

The fullness of the one is the emptiness of the other. We must understand 

that while WE are filling the temple, Christ is not able to do anything! In His 

appearing we must go, and we must hasten out! And it means it comes with 

the speed of light. It comes with the speed of knowledge. We hasten out, and 

we understand that God does NOT co-occupy His House with man. He and 

He alone must fill it. Therefore, Paul urges that we be “filled with all the 

fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:19) It is CHRIST, the fullness that filleth. 

 

References: 

Matthew 24:27 

For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 

so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
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Revelation 21:3 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 

God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 

and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

 

Ephesians 1:23 

(the church) Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

 

The Presence of The Lord 
 

The presence of the Lord, I come to realize is the absence of me. But you 

can not say that the absence of me is the presence of the Lord. It doesn’t 

work that way. No, because I am not absent UNTIL He is present. His 

increase works my decrease. This is the Light of Life against which the 

darkness can not stand or prevail. It doesn’t say there wasn’t darkness there: 

it can not withstand the Light of Life. In the increase of Him there is the 

decrease of me. And I find it finally getting to the things that I have at times 

called “Christ”. I was certain that the operation of it was Christ… only to 

find out that it was not. But that only comes with the increase of Him, and 

the decrease of me. And I don’t find this explained any other way. It just has 

to be experienced in His increase. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:6 

Therefore we are always confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent 

from the body, and to be present with the Lord. 

 

John 1:4,5 

In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 

darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 

 

Matthew 16:18 

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 

Ephesians 5:13 

But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for 

whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 
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1 Corinthians 3:12,13 

Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, 

wood, hay, stubble; Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day 

shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try 

every man’s work of what sort it is. 

 

 

Seeing 
 

For God to get His end, that is His purpose, His goal; there must be a 

SEEING. “ … I SAW the Lord…” (Isaiah 6:1) And the one thing to be seen 

which will do all of the rest that needs to be done is the Lord in glory. It is 

not the seeing of things; and it’s not just me coming to see my condition. No 

– my condition is revealed in His appearing. “I saw the Lord… mine eyes 

have seen the Lord… Woe is me…” That’s the order of it. Don’t we 

understand that the priests that came into that temple were in type of Jesus 

Christ? They had been consecrated to come in there. If we know anything 

about the order of priesthood, we know it is HIM. And it was in His 

presence that leprosy burst out – true condition was revealed. With Isaiah it 

had to come in the great impact of the heavenly vision itself to which Paul 

said to King Agrippa, “ Whereupon O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient 

unto the heavenly vision.” (Acts 26:19) What is that true heavenly vision? 

 

References: 

Revelation 1:12,13 

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And having turned, I saw 

seven golden candlesticks: And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one 

like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt 

about the paps with a golden girdle. 

 

Exodus 29:1,4,9 

And this is the thing that thou shalt do unto them to hallow them, to minister 

unto me in the priest’s office: Take one young bullock, and two rams without 

blemish…And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the 

tabernacle of the congregation, and shalt wash them with water…And thou 

shalt gird them with girdles, Aaron and his sons, and put the bonnets on 

them: and the priest’s office shall be their’s for a perpetual statute: and thou 

shalt consecrate Aaron and his sons. 
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The Heavenly Vision 
 

When the heavens are opened, there is only ONE that is seen! In the 

tabernacle, when you pull back the veil, open the heavens, and ONE is seen! 

In the true heaven  - pull back the veil of our flesh, and ONE is seen! And in 

His appearing nothing is hid, nothing remains hidden. But you see His 

appearing is not unto condemnation: His appearing is unto consuming of that 

which is not Him. Well, you’re not going to argue with the Lord in the midst 

of that, and I’ll tell you why. Because if that was attitude state, you would 

never have seen the heavenly vision to begin with! 

 

References: 

Ezekiel 1:1,28 

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day 

of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the 

heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God…As the appearance of the 

bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the 

brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory 

of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of 

one that spake. 

 

Revelation 4:1,2 

After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first 

voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, 

Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And 

immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and 

one sat on the throne. 

 

Acts 7:55,56 

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and 

saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God. And 

said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the 

right hand of God. 

 

 

A Condition of Our Heart 
 

You can go back and see the condition in Isaiah’s heart. Read the first five 

chapters of Isaiah and see what brought him to this realization. But with him 
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the end of Uzziah had finally come, and I SAW THE LORD. But then he 

reveals what happens when you see the Lord. And that’s what we’ve been 

talking about. There’s a condition in our heart that brings us to a turning to 

see the Lord. As I told you, Isaiah did not become a prophet then: he was 

already a prophet. And a condition had been worked in him. That condition 

was not his answer, but that condition brought him to his answer. And his 

answer was in seeing the Lord. And God doesn’t have any other answer for 

the condition of our soul EXCEPT the revealing of His Son! 

 

Reference: 

Matthew 17:5 

While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold 

a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased; hear ye him. 

 

 

Light of Life 
 

The Light of Life: how does Life fill my soul? Through the Light of Life. 

You can’t separate the two: the one is the substance of the other. It is 

through the appearing of Christ that the soul is transformed, and by no other 

way. It is by God revealing His Son in me. To see holiness is to see leprosy. 

To see life is to see death. The contrast is immediate. The contrast is there 

immediately: to see the one is to see the other. But it doesn’t work in 

reverse. It is not MY decrease allowing HIM to have increase. It is HIS 

increase working MY decrease – the power of Light and Life. Paul makes 

reference to this in Colossians 1:29, “ Whereunto I also labour, striving 

according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.” And he knows the 

power of which he speaks. 

 

References: 

John 1:4 

In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 

of Jesus Christ. 
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Ephesians 3:3,7 

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote 

afore in few words…Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of 

the grace of God given unto be by the effectual working of his power. 

 

Genesis 1:4 

And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the 

darkness. 

 

 

Undone 
 

Isaiah says, “I am but a man… I am undone…” (Isaiah 6:5) Do you know 

that the word “undone” in the Hebrew language means I am worthy of 

nothing but DEATH, and I am surrounded by those who are worthy of 

nothing but death. The only thing left for me is DEATH! And the grace of 

God is that when Christ appears that’s what we see. In His appearing we see 

my death. My death – not some natural death of Uzziah, but the death of 

Uzziah and of Isaiah. And Isaiah saw the death of Israel. You can read this 

in his prophecies. Israel didn’t like to hear that – they wanted to think they 

were going to be restored. They thought that right until the time that Christ 

came. He said you wouldn’t listen to the prophets, so you won’t hear Me! 

 

References: 

Romans 3:23; 6:23; 5:20 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God…For the wages of 

sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord... Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where 

sin abounded, grace did much more abound. 

 

Isaiah 26:19 

Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake 

and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the 

earth shall cast out the dead. 

 

John 5:46,47 

For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.  

But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? 

 

 



 122 

I AM ….The Answer 
 

I didn’t come to restore YOU… I AM your restoration! I didn’t come to 

raise YOU up … I AM your resurrection and the life! They wouldn’t receive 

the Life because they wouldn’t accept the death. And that’s the fact of it. “I 

am undone…” Isaiah says. There’s nothing left for me, but DEATH. You 

see this same thing working in mankind all the time in the natural realm, and 

it leads to a suicide, which is not the answer. I told you: the absence of me is 

not the answer: the presence of HIM is the answer. It’s finding in Him the 

death that He died for me, and knowing that that death is MY death, and that 

that Life is MY Life. It is not ME living MY life: it is CHRIST LIVING IN 

ME. 

 

References: 

Acts 1:6 

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, 

wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 

 

John 11:24,25 

Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at 

the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that 

believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 

 

John 1:11 

He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  

 

Romans 6:3,5 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 

baptized into his death?…For if we have been planted together in the 

likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:14 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one 

died for all, then were all dead. 

 

Colossians 3:3,4 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 

our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
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Galatians 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 

 

God’s Grace 
 

In seeing Christ we see God’s grace. Romans 5:20 says, “ But where sin 

abounded, grace did much more abound.” Isaiah saw the Lord… sin 

abounded! But grace MUCH MORE abounded! One brought the coal off the 

altar. Here comes the Cross; here comes the death, here comes the smiting 

because of the altar off from which it comes and the representation of all of 

that. Where sin abounds, grace did much more abound, because the grace of 

God is that He hath provided a way to be DEAD to the whole condition, and 

yet alive unto God. And that is through the DEATH OF CHRIST. We have 

to see His death as the grace of God. How else can I get out? Dying naturally 

as a leper doesn’t change anything: I’m a leper when I die. I’m a leper when 

I’m buried. How can those who are dead IN sin ever become dead TO sin? 

By the grace of God that He has provided in His Son – in His death, burial 

and resurrection – in THE CROSS! To become dead TO leprosy: dead TO 

me, but alive unto God. How? Through Jesus Christ the Lord! 

 

References: 

Isaiah 6:6,7 

Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, 

which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my 

mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken 

away, and thy sin purged. 

 

Exodus 29:38,42 

Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of the first 

year day by day continually…This shall be a continual burnt-offering 

throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation before the Lord; where I will meet you, to speak there unto 

thee. 

 

Romans 6:1,2,7,10,11 

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 

God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer 
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therein?…For he that is dead is freed from sin…For in that he died, he died 

unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye 

also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Romans 7:24,25 

O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this 

death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I 

myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. 

 

 

By Me 
 

That’s the reason Christ said, “ I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man 

cometh unto the Father but by me.” (John 14:6) That doesn’t mean He gives 

“a way” there. HE is THE way! HE is THE truth! HE is THE life! No man 

comes but by HIM. It is “… not I, but Christ liveth in me…” (Galatians 

2:20) So Paul comes to that. He comes to the same place that Isaiah came, 

and he preached that same reality to the Church in his day, and to the Church 

in our day. “I am crucified with Christ…” (Galatians 2:20) “God revealed 

His Son in me…” (Galatians 1:16) I am crucified… it is not I, but CHRIST. 

And the life I now life in this clay vessel, I live in that reality, in that 

understanding. So Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2: 1-7, “ And I, brethren, when 

I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring 

unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing 

among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in 

weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my 

preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in 

the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. Howbeit we speak wisdom 

among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the 

princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God 

in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world 

unto our glory.” Paul said the fact that I could even speak words: that words 

could come out of that mouth that had been so leprous: the fact that this truth 

could even come out was a demonstration of the Spirit of God. It is so that 

your faith should not stand in men. Paul says we declare to you the hidden 

wisdom of God: the wisdom that has been hidden from ages, but is now 

revealed in His Son. 
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Reference: 

Colossians 1:26,27 

Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but 

now is made manifest to his saints; To whom God would make known what 

is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ 

in you, the hope of glory. 

 

 

The Fullness of The Time Has Come 
 

What I want you to understand is the cost of fullness is emptiness. The cost 

of allness is nothingness. The cost of Life is death. Until the condition is 

revealed, it can not be consumed. There it is until the time of the Father – 

when He reveals His Son. Well, that time HAS come – IN CHRIST: the 

fullness of time. And that time is upon us. Whenever we will turn our hearts 

to see Him, that will happen. That’s my problem with so many that would 

take the appearing of the Lord and set it all in the future; because it makes it 

impossible then for the turning of the heart to see the Lord. THE 

FULLNESS OF THE TIME HAS COME. You are in that fullness. When 

the heart turns… The Lord appears! The Spirit is there to reveal Him in His 

Parousia, His coming, His presence, and to make manifest the Light of His 

glory. This is the time for the turning of our hearts to see HIM! 

 

References: 

Galatians 4:4 

But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of 

a woman, made under the law. 

 

Ephesians 1:10 

That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in 

one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 

even in him. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:16,17 

Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 

Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

liberty. 


