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LESSON 1 -  GILGAL 

                                    

 

THE TURNING OF THE HEART 

We have entitled this series “The Pursuit of Expectation.” I have had a number of people tell 

me in meetings after they have been through the teaching sessions, “Brother Luman, this 

business of God revealing His Son, laying the foundation in Zion: what is it that we must do 

that the Father may reveal His Son in us?” And it is just this – it requires a complete and total 

turning of our heart. It requires no righteousness of our own, because we have none.  It requires 

no good works of our own, because we have none. It requires no holiness of our own, because 

we have none. It requires a TURNING OF THE HEART. It requires that you and I have a heart 

that is in pursuit of God. Now, I want to stay with this because this is something the Lord has 

greatly placed upon my heart. 

 

How long has it been since your heart has hungered and thirsted in a genuine pursuit to know 

the Lord? I know that every now and then we have this fleeting desire, “Oh I wish I knew Him 

better”; particularly when we are having a lot of problems. But how long has it been, or has it 

ever been, and is it the condition with you now, of having a heart that is in pursuit of the 

expectation of God? We are going to leave the expectation of God alone for  now, but what 

about a heart that is in pursuit to know the Lord. You see, God reveals His Son in you and I 

based totally upon the ground we present to Him. We have to present Him ground. 

  

References: 

Philippians 3:7-10 

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I count all 

things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ. And be found 

in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the 

faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may know Him, and the 

power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto 

His death. 

 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his 

grace, To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I 

conferred not with flesh and blood. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:15,16 

But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless, when it 

shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 
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                                                                 THE GROUND 

In Mark 4 there is a parable of the sower who went out to sow. “And as he sowed, some fell by 

the wayside and the fowls of the air devoured it, and some fell on stony ground where it had 

not much earth, and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of earth. But when the 

sun was up…” In the demands of the sun; in the brightness of the sun; in the heat of the sun; in 

the demanding presence of the sun, rather than producing growth from that particular seed, 

what had sprang up from that seed withered away. Because the seed was bad? No, the ground 

was shallow and it simply could not endure the light of the sun; it could not endure the 

demands of the sun. It could not endure the test. It could not endure the heat. What would have 

produced growth if the ground had been right, rather produced death because the ground was 

not right. “… And some fell among thorns and the thorns grew up and simply choked it. And 

others fell on good  ground, and it sprang up and brought forth thirty, sixty and a hundred fold.” 

And when the Lord begins to deal with this parable, He makes it very clear that what is sown is 

the Word of God, the Living Word of God. And there is nothing wrong with the Living Word 

of God out from the beginning. For in Him dwelleth all truth. But some of it fell by the 

wayside. That is a path where men walk, where men tread upon it, and it is hardened by the 

treading of men. And it did not have a chance! It was immediately devoured by fowls: 

immediately devoured by that which picks up seed that is just laying on top of the ground: the 

wind of doctrines, because that is wayside. Then some fell on stony ground, and that is just the 

hardness of the heart, the condition of the heart. And they received it with gladness at first. 

How many times have people heard the message of Christ and just shouted and were thrilled, 

and jumped and received it with gladness; only to come to a point where the natural mind could 

not conceive it, and it required a giving of one’s self to the Lord? It required the brokenness of 

the Spirit, and the reign of the Spirit and the dealing of the Spirit. And there was no such 

allowance given, and there was no brokenness, and there was no laying before the Spirit of God 

and allowing the Spirit of God to water and to break and to remove, and just to deal with the 

heart. But rather, in a very analytical way, truth was just withered up, because the carnal mind 

could not conceive of these things. And rather than allowing the Spirit of God, and giving way 

to the Spirit of God; and rather than allowing a brokenness to take place and a dealing to take 

place in the heart – The Truth was lost! 

 

Then, how many times has this fallen among thorns and thistles? People who perhaps even then 

received it with gladness, but in the midst of their daily lives found that they were just too busy 

taking care of daily life to find LIFE HIMSELF. And that the other things of home, and job, 

and family, and all of this are more important, and we get out our priority gospel and we try to 

find room for “knowing the Lord.”. And we try to make Him first on our list of priorities, rather 

than understand that He must be preeminent in all things. And just simply the cares of this life 

choked the Living Word, and nothing came out of it. 
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Reference: 

Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 

that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

Now, all of these I want to emphasize were those who heard The Word of Truth. They were the 

ones who, if you will permit me to say it this way – who sat in the Bible conferences, who sat 

in the local meetings, who received the tapes, who were there and heard The Word of Truth. 

And each to some degree, received it. No one just rejected it. No one said, “Oh  that’s not true.” 

No, they received: to a degree they received. They heard the sound of it. The vocal vibrations 

hit their eardrums and registered truth in them. And they may have even had a wonderful time 

during those first days, and said, “Oh, this is it”, because the soul was just rejoicing. “This is 

the Truth!” Yet, when the sound of the teacher was gone, when the sower had gone on to sow 

in other  places, the ground was not sufficient to bring forth the fruit. There was nothing wrong 

with the seed; it is strictly an issue of ground here. It is strictly an issue of a heart here. 

 

 

                                            THE CONDITION OF THE HEART 

It is not what is heard, but in this case it is who is doing the hearing. What is the condition of 

our heart? I am asking you that. I believe if you will go to this chapter in Mark, the Holy Spirit 

will actually take you to the ground that you represent. And I believe the Spirit of God will 

begin to deal with you concerning the ground that you have presented the Lord for the seed that 

He would plant in expectation of the fulness of fruit, because that is what the Father expects. 

He expects – He expects nothing less than one hundred fold. Oh, there is that growth period of 

the thirty, the child; and the sixty, the young man. But there is that hundred fold that returns to 

the Father the very Father’s heart; that heart in which The Son has written the name of His own 

Father. This is the desire of the Father – to receive unto Himself the fulness of what He saw 

from the beginning. It is God’s desire to bring you and I into His expectation, that His 

expectation becomes our expectation.       

   

                                         

                                     THE EXPECTATION OF THE FATHER 

The word “expectation” is translated in your Bible as “hope”. Look at that word in Romans 

8:19. “For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of 

God.” And we must understand that each time the word “hope” is used, it is “expectation” or 

“the thing that the Father expects”. It has become the expectation of the creation. It is the 

expectation of those who are growing up in Christ. Paul says it there. Verse 24 says “For we 

are saved by hope…” Also, “Christ in you” in Colossians 1:27; “Christ in you, the  hope, Christ 

in you, the expectation of glory; Christ in you the glory which the Father expects; Christ in you 

the expectation of the Father.  The Father is expecting nothing less than the fulness of Christ 

coming forth in your inner man, transforming that inner man, the heart, the soul, into His very 

same image. The Father is not only expecting that in you, but in the whole Body; that the whole 
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Body give evidence, bear the fruit of, come forth as a manifestation of the absolute fulness of 

Christ. This is what the Father saw from the beginning. Everything that He has done, He has 

subjected to the expectation of His heart. The old creation is subjected to it; The Church is 

subjected to it; heaven is in subjection to it. That is, nothing will be at liberty until what the 

Father has desired and seen from the beginning is made manifest in the very midst of it, in the 

midst of the creation, in the midst of heaven, in the midst of The Church. Only when what the 

Father has foreseen is made manifest will all things come into its rest, its liberty, its glory. The 

Father desires to bring you and I into His expectation, that we will pursue it with our hearts, 

that we will become those who are in pursuit of the expectation of the Father; that daily our 

hearts are in pursuit to know the Lord, are in pursuit to find Him out, in pursuit to feed upon 

Him, to grow, to see Him, to know Him. He desires that our whole heart, our whole mind, our 

whole emotions, our whole soul, our whole being is turned to know the Lord! 

 

References: 

Romans 8:29 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

Ephesians 4:13,15 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 

man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ; 

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ. 

 

Romans 8:20,21 

For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 

subjected the same in hope. Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the 

bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

 

Now, how is it with your heart? Because it is to these that the Father will show His Son. I am 

literally thrilled with this word “show”. In Isaiah 66 there is a question: “Where is the place of 

My rest?” God is asking this. “Where is the house that you shall build Me? Where is the place 

of My rest?” What He is saying there is: Where is the fulness of my expectation? Where is this 

place where I am in complete rest, having done all, having completed all? Where is this 

workmanship? Then in the next verse, He answers, “Unto this man will I look…” And that is 

no mere mortal man. That is The Man that God saw from the beginning, The Man that He is 

bringing forth in His Own Son, The Man who is Christ all and in all, The Man in whose image 

we are now growing and being changed, The Last Man, the second Man, Who is The Lord 

from Heaven. “… unto this man will I look…” The term “look” and the term “show” is the 

same Hebrew word in the Hebrew text of your Bible. God told Abraham in Genesis 12:1, 

“Leave, get out, get away from your father’s house, your kindred, unto a land that I will show 

you.” It is the same word. And in Genesis 12:7, “… and the Lord appeared unto Abraham.” It 
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is the same word, and that word is used throughout. In Exodus 14:13, with the Israelites as they 

are about to leave Egypt, God tells Moses to tell them to stand still and see the salvation of the 

Lord. It is the same word, and the Greek equivalent of the word is used time and time again by 

Paul in such places as Galatians 1:15 and 16, “When it pleased the Father to REVEAL (it is the 

same word) His Son in me…” 

 

 

                       THOSE CAUGHT UP IN THE PURSUIT OF EXPECTATION 

Who are they in whom and to whom the Lord will show the fulness of His Salvation? In whom 

He will reveal the fulness of His Son in such a measure as to transform those in whom He is 

revealed into His same image? Who are they? Those who are caught up in the pursuit of 

expectation; those whose hearts are turned to know the Lord. It is not the casual listener. It is 

not those who will glimpse at heaven from time to time. It is not those who wish they could do 

better while they go on with their lives. It is not those who have set their desire on being a good 

religious person. It  is not those who have set their heart upon the attainment of something 

spiritual whether it is an office or a gift. No – not to those will He unveil full salvation. Not to 

those will He appear a second time. To those who look for Him. There it is: LOOK. It is the 

same word, but can you see this? Isaiah 66, “Unto this man will I look.” This is the gaze of 

God, and the word there will cause you to understand it is a soul gaze. When the Bible says, 

“Lift up your eyes…” it is the usage of the same term, and the definition of that term “lift up” 

there is “to elevate your soul into a higher realm.” It is a soul gaze. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 9:28 

So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he 

appear the second time without sin unto salvation. 

 

Colossians 3:1,2 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 

right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

 

Genesis 13:14 

And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, 

and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and 

westward. 

 

It is the same thing spoken of in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “For we all with open face beholding as in 

a glass…” It is the gaze of the soul. What is it? God seeking to bring you and I into His gaze, 

seeking to bring you and I into a face to face confrontation with Him; looking one another in 

the eye. Gazing. The gaze that transforms, the gaze that illuminates, the gaze that changes, the 

gaze that brings forth much fruit. God is seeking to bring us into the heart gaze of God, into the 

soul gaze of God; bringing us into His own expectation, for it is in us that He is bringing forth 
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His expectation. Who is it that He is unveiling His fulness to? To whom, in whom is He 

revealing full salvation? To those who look for Him, He shall appear this second time without 

sin, without Adam, without the first; the first having been done away, taken away. The heart 

having turned from it to see the Lord. He shall appear unto full Salvation – in who? In that one 

who shall turn his heart to know the Lord. We are talking about a heart that is in pursuit of 

expectation. 

 

 

CHRIST… THE CHURCH WHO WOULD BE THE BODY 

Now, with that little foundation, let us consider 2 Kings 2, and the story that is set forth here in 

Elijah and Elisha. I see in this story God’s absolute dealing with the Church, which is the Body 

of His own glorious and glorified Son. Elijah here, we are going to use as a type of Christ 

Himself. And Elisha here, as the type of the Church, the Church who would be the Body of the 

Lord Jesus. Look at what I just said: Elijah as the type of Christ, and Elisha as the type of the 

Church who WOULD BE; that is, who would function as the Body of that Christ. Oh yes, the 

Church is His Body, but the Church is not FUNCTIONING as His Body; because the Church 

by and large has never beheld itself as One with Him. The Church has never looked to the full 

expectation of God. The Church by and large has never seen the fulness of Salvation, because 

by and large the heart of the Church is turned to spiritual things, and not the SPIRITUAL ONE, 

and to doing things rather than growing up in Him, and becoming a manifestation of Him in all 

things done. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:22,23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 

church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

Colossians 2:19 

And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment 

ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

 

Ephesians 4:15,16 

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 

joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 

increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 

So, in one way I am distinguishing the Church from the Body of Christ in function, in reality, 

in expectation; though the Church in reality is that Body. But an heir as long as he is a child 

differeth nothing from a servant (Galatians 4:1). It was given Him to be all things to the 

Church, which is His Body, the fulness of HIM who filleth all in all. But, there is an 

expectation which must fill the Church before the Church begins to function as His Body, and 
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we find that here in 2 Kings 2. “It came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah into 

heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.” Now, the word “Gilgal” 

itself means “wheel”, and it comes from a root word meaning “whirlwind”. We are going to 

look at Gilgal deeper, but our story begins here with God desiring to bring about a relationship 

between Elijah and Elisha that is set in the heavens. They are about to depart from their earthly 

relationship to a heavenly relationship that shall be manifested a hundred fold in the earth by 

Elisha. It is not by accident that they started here at Gilgal. Now there are three cities here that 

we are going to look at: because Elisha pursues Elijah from one city to another city to another 

city, across the Jordan to a place – into the heavens. Oh, he pursues him, and he never ceases 

his pursuit until he beholds the vision of God set in the heavens, and becomes a manifestation 

of that vision in the earth. 

 

Now this is a tremendous search that is set before us, but I want us to examine, not only the 

surface of this story, but I want us to examine a relationship that is existing here between Elijah 

and Elisha. I want us to see that this is a relationship that you and I must develop by the Holy 

Spirit in our hearts if we are ever going to behold, let alone manifest, full Salvation. Our hearts 

are going to have to turn from all else in pursuit of the expectation of God!  

 

 

INTO THE HEAVENS 

Elisha here is not just following a man. “When the Lord would take up Elijah into the 

heavens..."”Here we have a time. It is time to transfer everything of this relationship, of this 

association, INTO THE HEAVENS. The heavens are about to be opened, and the vision of 

God is about to be seen and manifested in the earth. So, we have a very particular time here in 

the lives of these two men, the Lord Jesus and His Church. And you know, we have come to 

that time. You see, some have realized that and some have not. We are going to find three 

schools of prophets here that have not realized it at all. They are running around prophesying, 

but they still do not know what is going on! Yet, they are prophets of the Lord, and they are 

very active in prophesying. They prophesy to the Church, but they cannot bring the Church into 

this heavenly vision. In fact, if the Church would substitute that for the heavenly vision, the 

Church would never come to the vision. But here, we have the Church in pursuit of the 

expectation of God. 

 

Now I want you to see it is not just Elisha following Elijah around on his circuit. No, there is an 

EXPECTATION that has been birthed. It is time – the expectation of the Lord. It is time that 

the Lord should take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, by a chariot, by wheels of fire. 

Ezekiel saw this same thing. We are not talking about one being taken up and another being left 

all alone here. This is not the occasion that is being set here. Elisha is about to come to a vision 

of God that centers about Elijah. The Church is about to come to the vision of God, the 

centrality and supremacy of which is Jesus Himself, that is going to literally catch the Church 

up in a union with Him; in a transforming understanding and a transforming union empowering 
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the Church to manifest Him one hundred fold in the earth. Now, that is the time that we have 

come to. This is the time Elisha has come to here. 

 

References: 

Ezekiel 1:4 

And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire 

infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of 

amber, out of the midst of the fire. 

 

Revelation 4:1,2 

After this I looked, and behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard 

was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee 

things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit; and behold, a throne was 

set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. 

 

 

TESTED IN THE PURSUIT 

The school of the prophets have not seen that. “Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy 

master from thy head today?” That is all they understand. They have no true vision to declare, 

and what they say is true in part. But it is not the full Salvation of the Lord. The only word that 

can bring you into the understanding of the full Salvation of the Lord is that Eternal Word of 

God Himself revealed in you, because He is the centrality; He is the supremacy; He is the 

fulness. He is the Person of the Vision of God’s expectation. There is a tremendous thing here 

set before Elisha. This is where our story begins, and Elisha is going to pursue Elijah through 

three cities. Gilgal is where they will begin, and then to Bethel, and to Jericho. And in each of 

these places, Elisha, the Church is going to encounter the opportunity to stop, the urge to stop, 

the testing of his faith. And in every case it is going to come to him through the religious body, 

through the spiritual body, through the ministries that are resident in those cities. But we are 

going to look at these cities, not as cities, but as works of the Lord; significant works as places, 

dwelling places that we must come to and encounter and be tested in our pursuit of the 

expectation of the Lord. 

 

References: 

1 John 1:1,2 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life: (For the life was 

manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which 

was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 
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1 Peter 1:7 

That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 

tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You and I both know that names in the Bible are extremely important. They are not like the 

names of our cities today, which in many cases are named after some man or something else. 

No, the names in the Bible designate and demonstrate a nature and a character with regard to 

that person or that place or that thing. It is the names of these places rather than the nature or 

character that is in these names, that these cities actually stand for in our pursuit of Elijah. That 

is what we want to look at. It is not by accident that they went to these cities. They could have 

gone to any city – just walking around. No, these cities were on the way to a particular place, to 

a particular understanding, bringing us to a condition of beholding the vision of the Lord. Each 

of these cities, each of these dwelling places, each of these encounters are necessary to develop 

the heart which is capable of producing a hundred fold with regard to the indwelling Christ. We 

want to look at these three cities. Another thing – there are three cities, not two, not four, five 

or six; but three cities, signifying a complete work. They could signify, if we want to go on this 

search, thirty, and sixty and one hundred fold as related in Mark 4. 

 

We are looking here at the development of pursuit; and I want you to know that not only the 

world, not only the carnality of your own heart, but the religious system, the spiritual system is 

going to stand against (in many cases unwittingly, unknowingly), but nonetheless, will stand 

against your pursuing this matter to its end. But to those who hold out faithful to the end… And 

that does not mean struggle through each twenty four hour day so the devil will not get you. To 

those who hold out faithful, to those who exercise faithfully, those who exercise faith, hold out 

faithfully to the end. To the end of what? To the end of the pursuit. Israel could not steadfastly 

behold the end of that which is abolished. Those who will steadfastly behold, who will continue 

faithful to the end, they shall behold the full expectation of the Father, because it will be 

revealed in them and they will become the manifestation in the earth. It is a life. It is a life 

eradicating, a life changing, a life transforming revealing that we are about to deal with here. 

Now for Elisha, as for the whole Church, this journey begins at Gilgal. I cannot say enough 

about this. Here is the paramount problem, the number one problem. Believers have not yet 

come to the understanding that the journey does not begin UNTIL we face a circumcision in 

our heart. And until we come to a circumcision in our heart, we are just wandering around in 

the wilderness. 

 

References: 

Colossians 2:18 

Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, 

intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. 
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Galatians 3:1 

O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose 

eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 

 

2 Corinthians 3:13 

And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly 

look to the end of that which is abolished. 

                                  

 

GILGAL – THE JOURNEY BEGINS 

I really wonder how many believers have come to this place to where the journey has actually 

begun. I want you to understand something. Of all of this that was written of Israel, it was set in 

the Word of God for our admonition. It is not just stories. It was set there for a reason and a 

purpose. It is a significant spiritual truth. The order that is established in Israel is for our 

admonition. They came out of Egypt without too much difficulty, but then they came into the 

time of the wilderness, a time of testing, and it is there that it all broke down for them. It is 

there that they began to disobey. It is there that the Law was introduced. But something else 

was introduced in the wilderness, and that was the TABERNACLE. And the Tabernacle for 

Israel was the instrument, established of God for the transition between Egypt and everything 

Egypt represents, and Canaan and everything that Canaan represents, which is the fulness of 

our life in Christ. And the instrument of the transition was the Tabernacle. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 10:11 

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples; and they are written for our 

admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:5,6 

But with many of them God was not well pleased; for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 

Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they 

also lusted. 
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We can diagram this: 

                                                     

 

                                                          TABERNACLE 

 

        

 

             EGYPT                                                                                         CANAAN 

  

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Between Egypt and Canaan is the tabernacle with the three compartments of it. All we have to 

mark is the three altars: the brazen altar at the door of the first house; the golden altar at the 

Holy Place; then the Holy of Holies, the Ark of the Covenant. Now, draw a line from Egypt, 

and what we are going to do is go from Egypt to Canaan, but here is the way we are going to 

go. We come with our line from Egypt right to the front door of the Tabernacle, then draw the 

line from the brazen altar to the golden altar to the Holy of Holies; then draw the line over into 

Canaan. This is the route spiritually that we must take. The instrument of transition between 

Egypt and its thinking and all it represents, and Canaan is the Tabernacle. And in the midst of 

the Tabernacle is THE CROSS – these three altars. The first altar is the brazen altar of 

judgment. You understand the route. Israel, you see, never understood the fulness of the 

Tabernacle. It was set there as symbolic. When Israel got to the wilderness, it was impossible 

for them to cross over into Canaan. They could not see themselves in Canaan, and they could 

not enter in because of unbelief. Now, all of this was written for our admonition. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 3:17-19 

But with whom was he grieved forty years? Was it not with them that had sinned, whose 

carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, 

but to them that believed not? So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 
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Hebrews 4:1 

Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should 

come short of it. 

 

                                         BY DEATH … INTO FULNESS OF LIFE 

How exceptionally difficult it is for the carnal mind, the human mind, the human understanding 

to grasp the reality of having been taken out of Adam, out of this world, out of Egypt, and 

having been placed into Christ. There must come a time of transition in our heart where we are 

seeing ourselves not in Adam, but in Christ. But in order for us to see ourselves in Christ and 

not in Adam, we must first face this Tabernacle of the transition. We must first face the reality 

of The Cross; because you see, Egypt is so far removed from  Canaan, in that it is on one side 

of the Cross, and Canaan is on the other side of The Cross. Without coming through The Cross 

there is no way you and I can comprehend Canaan. What does all this mean? It means that 

except we come by death, we cannot enter into the fulness of life. It is not just trying, with our 

natural mind to understand we are no longer in Egypt and we are now in Christ. But it is 

coming to a realization of the instrument of the transition. We are brought out of Egypt in that 

we are crucified to Egypt. We are crucified to Egypt, and we are made alive to Christ. This is 

just the point: the natural mind cannot comprehend the working of The Cross, therefore the 

natural mind cannot comprehend the fulness of the Life in Christ. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 

man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him. 

 

Galatians 6:14 

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 

world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

 

Romans 6:11 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Now, back to the story. The place where the journey begins. For instance, the Tabernacle. I 

want you to see the Tabernacle as a complete spiritual journey. Where does the journey begin? 

At the brazen altar, the altar where everything of the old, everything the animals represented 

was dealt with. The animals did not just represent sin: the animals represented the sinner as 

well, and the journey begins at the door of the Tabernacle. It does not begin at the golden altar 

or the Ark of the Covenant (where most of us would like for it to begin, where we find 

ourselves as being seated with Him in heavenly places). We cannot comprehend heavenly 

places because we have never come to grips with the brazen altar. Here we are at Gilgal. We 

are going to see the significance of Gilgal. This is where in our hearts, the journey begins. 
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There are two more cities, just like in the Tabernacle there are two more altars. Here are these 

altars, and this same thing is represented by Gilgal, Bethel and Jericho. It is all leading us to a 

realization whereby we can comprehend ourselves translated into the heavens, and realize that 

“I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” So the journey for the Church has to begin at Gilgal. 

 

References: 

Leviticus 1:4 

And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him 

to make atonement for him. 

 

Romans 6:5 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection. 

 

Galatians 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 

himself for me. 

 

To make it clearer, turn to Joshua 5, and let us see what is the significance of Gilgal. “And it 

came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, which were on the side of the Jordan 

westward, and all of the kings of the Canaanites, which were by the sea, heard that the Lord 

had dried up the waters of Jordan until we were passed over, that their heart melted. Neither 

was there spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel.” Unfortunately the 

Amorites and the Canaanites had a greater fear of God and a greater understanding of the 

miracle of the transition than the Israelites did! But we are under a new order here. What has 

taken place in the wilderness? Everyone who came out of Egypt has died. What has taken place 

in the wilderness? You say, “Trials and testings”. Yes, trials and testing, but what has actually 

taken place in the wilderness where the Tabernacle was established? Everyone of the age of 

accountability, of war-like men, all of those who were adults, representing the headship of 

Israel – everyone died. Out of that death has come a new Israel, a New Man under a new 

leadership – Joshua, and have passed over Jordan. But now again, what have they got to 

identify with? Where for them does the journey begin? You and I by His death and His 

resurrection have come out from Adam into Christ. Where does the journey begin in our heart? 

How are we going to possess the land? How are we going to bring forth the thirty, the sixty, the 

one hundred fold? How are we going to grow up into His fulness? How is all of that 

accomplished? What realization must we begin with? What understanding must be established 

in our hearts? 
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                                                CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST 

It is very simple to say that the understanding that must be established in our hearts is the 

understanding that was established in the heart of Paul when he said, “I am crucified with 

Christ.” Notice that statement in Galatians 2:20. Pay attention to that for a moment. “I am 

crucified…” Yes, but not just that. Paul did not get to define his death, he did not get to define 

his cross. “I am crucified WITH CHRIST.” CHRIST defines the death. CHRIST defines the 

Cross. I did not commit suicide – I was crucified with Christ. That means HIS DEATH IS MY 

DEATH, and my death is no less a death He died, because I am crucified with Him. Here is 

where the journey into life begins; with the comprehending of death. Here, it is all set in Israel 

in a type. But the Hebrew writer says, if they who had the type did not comprehend, and 

therefore receive just reward for their lack of comprehension, then what of us upon whom the 

ends of the world have come? What of us who have actually made this transition? If we fail to 

obey, if we fail to comprehend, if we fail to understand – what is our fate? What is our state? I 

want you to see that, for the heart who pursues the expectation of God, here is where the 

journey is going to begin. And many of us are going to find that in all of our trials and all of our 

testings, we have only been by that brought to the beginning; that our journey STARTS at 

Gilgal, in Christ. These Israelites are in Christ. This is a type of you and I being in Christ and it 

begins with a comprehension. 
 

Reference: 

Hebrews 2:1-3 

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at 

any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every 

transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward: How shall we escape, if 

we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 

confirmed unto us by them that heard him. 

 

Something has been typed in the Red Sea. Something has been set forth in the Tabernacle. 

Something has been established in the crossing of Jordan. And now, they must come to the 

comprehension of all that. And the comprehension of all of that which is set in type at the Red 

Sea, that is set in type in the Tabernacle, that is set in type at the Jordan: all of that must now be 

comprehended. And we are going to see that in these three cities. And it starts at Gilgal. Notice 

verse 2: “At that time…” There is a distinct time when the journey begins. This is important: 

there is not a time FOR the journey to begin. The journey can begin any time you turn your 

heart to the Lord. But there is a distinct time WHEN the journey begins. The journey begins 

when you turn your heart toward the Lord. And what is going to happen when you turn your 

heart toward the Lord? It is going to undergo a CIRCUMCISION. You are going to turn to face 

the reality of what it means to come through the Red Sea, what it means to come through the 

three altars of the Tabernacle, what it means to come through, pass over the Jordan. At Gilgal 

you are going to turn your heart and there is a comprehension to be brought to at that time. 
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THE PURSUIT BEGINS AT GILGAL 

Now Elisha, in his conquest, in his pursuit begins at Gilgal. Here Israel, under the leadership of 

Joshua, who is a type of Christ, as Elijah is a type of Christ, is the beginning for the whole 

house. You see, this is individual, and it is corporate as well: what every individual must come 

to, and what the Body of Christ must come to. And here the journey begins: the westward 

journey beings. There is something coming out of the east, coming from the east, going into the 

west and filling up all the land. Who is it that comes out from the east? Not you, not me. There 

is only One whose coming is from the east, and that One is the Lord. This realization of “not I, 

but Christ” begins at Gilgal where there is a circumcision that takes place in my heart; where 

my heart faces the realization that it is no longer I who lives, but it is Christ who lives in me. At 

that time, and this will begin in you, and it will mark a definite time. In fact, time begins for 

you at Gilgal, and it is a time of learning Christ. At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, “make 

thee sharp knives and circumcise again the children of Israel a second time.” Now I want you to 

look at the word “sharp” and let us consider something. In Hebrews 4:9, “There remaineth 

therefore a rest unto the people of God…” What is Israel about to enter into? They are about to 

enter into Canaan, yes. They are about to enter into their rest, to the place of rest. Remember 

when their journey began at the Red Sea, what did the Lord say? “Stand still and see the 

salvation of the Lord.” (Exodus 14:13) They never did comprehend that, because that cannot be 

comprehended at the Red Sea because Salvation goes on beyond the Red Sea. All of the 

Tabernacle is part of that comprehension. All that is symbolized in crossing over Jordan before 

the Ark of the Covenant. All that is part of that Salvation. All of the height, the length, the 

depth, the breadth that is set forth in Canaan leading finally to Mount Zion. All of that is part of 

that Salvation. “Stand still…” That is a word that implies rest. “Stand still and see the salvation 

of the Lord.” What has the Lord set before us? He has set before us a place wherein we shall 

rest. What is He bringing us into? He is bringing us into His place of rest. 

 

 

HIS PLACE OF REST 

Exodus 15:17, “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, 

in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the sanctuary which thy 

hands have made and the Lord shall reign forever.” What does he say? Where is this house of 

my rest? “Unto this man will I look.” What does Jesus say? “Come unto me. I will give you 

rest. Take my yoke, learn of me. Ye shall find rest.” (Matthew 11:28,29) What is the ultimate 

purpose of God? Bringing us into the place of His rest, where there is no more work to be done, 

but a work to be made manifest in all the earth. A finished, a total, a complete Man, a Man who 

is at rest with God, for there is none of the old six days found in him. He is the Man of the 

seventh day, the Lord of the Sabbath, in whom we are at rest. Where is the beginning of this 

rest? It is in comprehending, “I no longer live, Christ lives in me.” Until you and I come to that 

comprehending, we cannot comprehend what it means to be in Him, because we will visualize 

ourselves after the old man living in Canaan trying to be like Jesus, trying to be righteous, 

trying to be spiritual, and there is no rest in that. Wherever I exist, there is no rest. Wherever 

my work exists there is no rest. He is bringing us into a place where we can come to a 
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comprehending “no one lives here but HIM” and everything He is, He is made unto me. At that 

point we begin to enter into rest. 

 

Now, here is the beginning of the journey. Hebrews 4:9, “… there remaineth a rest…” And to 

most who are in Christ, there still remaineth a rest. They have not yet entered into that rest, 

which is simply, yet profoundly the comprehending that it is not I that lives here, but it is 

Christ. He has brought me into the place that He has prepared for Himself. He has brought me 

there through death and through resurrection, but it is HIS DEATH AND HIS 

RESURRECTION. He has brought us there and established us there for one reason. You see, 

there is the work of the Father. He has planned this: He has proclaimed, He has purposed. It is 

the work of the Son. He has achieved this through His death and His resurrection. And now as 

the work of the Spirit, He has come to give us the comprehension, that is, to show us what we 

are part of. 

 

References:  

Ephesians 3:11 

According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

John 14:3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 

where I am, there ye may be also. 

 

John 16:13 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 

speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things 

to come.  

 

This is what Paul says when he is declaring in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in 

Christ, he is a new creature.” He is not one trying to be new, like most of us. He is a new 

creature. “Old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” There must come a 

comprehension of that. That is why the Holy Spirit has come. The Spirit – the Spirit of Truth is 

come to lead us into the comprehending of truth. The Holy Spirit is come to show us our 

Salvation, that we might become a manifestation of that work, rather than a manifestation of 

OUR work trying to be like that work. But, that we would come to a realization of the glorious 

work of the Son of God, because everything that the Father has purposed, has seen, has set His 

eyes upon The Son of God has performed. 

 

 

THE SOUL MUST COME TO LIGHT 

But it will not be manifested until it is revealed in you and I because we are at the very center 

of that work. We are that which He has brought forth in Himself, for the purpose that we may 

comprehend, that we may awaken, that we may grow up in Him, and that we may be 
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transformed into that very self-same work. The point here is that the transformation is of the 

inner man. The Spirit, that Living Christ is already in us, but now – the soul. It is the soul that 

must come to light, the soul that must come to a comprehending, and we are back where we 

began: the heart. Here is where the transformation must begin. But whose heart shall be 

transformed? The heart that turns to pursue Him, the heart that will not cease following on to 

know Him, and where does this journey begin? At Gilgal. Where does our journey begin? With 

a circumcision, with a realization, “not I, but Christ”. And I am telling you again, until we 

come to that basic blow, that basic circumcision, that basic realization, our journey has not 

begun. We are like Israel, though we are in Christ, still wandering around in the wilderness, 

still not comprehending, still not seeing the Salvation which is set before us in Christ Jesus. So, 

we are not walking out Canaan; we are wandering in the wilderness. Therefore, there remaineth 

a rest, and this rest is for the people of God. "For he that IS entered into His rest, he also hath 

ceased…” The word “also” here means “in the same manner, to the same degree, by the same 

method.” “He also…” Also – what? “He also hath ceased from his works as God did from 

His.” 

 

 

REST ON THE SEVENTH DAY 

When Jesus said, “It is finished”, was it finished? When His head hung upon His dead 

shoulder, and He said, “It is finished”, and released His eternal spirit into the hands of the Most 

High God – was it finished? Did He bring to death the whole of the first creation, the whole of 

the Adamic humanity, the whole of the Jew, the Greek, the bond, the free, the black, the  white, 

the you, the me? Did He bring all of that, or was He lying to God? Was it finished? Did He 

truly die to sin, to Adam, to the world, to the six-day creation, to everything that preceded Him, 

even the spiritual types and shadows that preceded Him? Did He die to all of that? Did He 

bring it all to a finish or did He not? “He that hath entered into His rest hath also ceased from 

his own works as God did from His.” When the Father entered into the seventh day, and there 

found rest in the seventh day from all of the six day creation, and blessed the seventh day and 

rested in it, did He continue the six-day creation in the seventh day? Did He continue making 

Adam? Did He continue making cattle? Did He continue making things out of dirt? Did He 

continue the six-day creation, or did He end it? Is any of it found in the seventh day? Did He 

cease, or did He not? 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:14 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 

all dead. 

 

Genesis 2:2,3 

And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh 

day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it; 

because that in it he rested from all his work which God created and made. 
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You and I must come to a comprehending that we have been brought into that place of rest 

through the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. “For in that He died, He died unto sin 

once; but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God.” (Romans 6:10). In that we died with Him, we 

died with Him. In that we live with Him, it is no longer we who live, but Christ who lives in us. 

And now the whole purpose of spiritual life is to take His yoke and learn Him. It is to follow 

Him from Gilgal, to Bethel, to Jericho. It is to grow up in Him and at last, comprehend our 

union with Him in the heavens. But one who still supposes himself to be alive; one who still 

supposes himself to be Jew or Gentile, or black or white, or any part of the six-day creation, 

can never come to a comprehending of his union with Christ. He can never come to that 

because nothing of the six-day creation is at rest, or is in union with Christ in the heavens. 

None of it is there, and as long as you and I see ourselves as part of that six-day creation, we 

cannot come to a God-given, Spirit-revealed comprehending of a union with Christ. We will 

always be working towards it. We will always be trying to accomplish it. We will always be 

trying to figure it out. It will always be me. But Paul came to this comprehending: not early on 

in his Christian walk, but at the beginning of his Christian walk, Paul came to this 

comprehending. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:15 

And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 

unto him which died for them, and rose again. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:50 

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth 

corruption inherit Incorruption. 

 

 

NO CIRCUMCISION IN THE WILDERNESS 

Paul had his three days of blindness during which God began to reveal The Son in him, 

bringing him to a comprehending that “It is no longer I, but Christ who lives in me.” Out from 

that three days of blindness, that three days of darkness (three is always used here) came forth 

the realization of a New Life, of a New Creature, of a New Creation, of a union with Christ that 

is brought forth in the resurrection. But nothing of the old man is resurrected. And this is what 

is typed here at Gilgal – nothing of the old remains. Look at it. Why were they circumcised 

here? Joshua 5:4, “This is the cause why Joshua did circumcise. All of the people that did come 

out of Egypt that were males, even all of the men of war, died in the wilderness by the way 

after they came out of Egypt.” God wanted this brought back before their eyes. All that came 

out of Egypt is dead! Nothing of it remains. But these  who came out of those who came out of 

Egypt were not circumcised. But all of the people who were born in the wilderness, by the way, 

they had not circumcised. There is no circumcision in the wilderness. There is no 

comprehending of death to self in the wilderness. Can you see that? There is no circumcision in 

the wilderness. There is a struggle to enter into Canaan, but they could not because of unbelief. 
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There is all of these trials, but there was no one circumcised in the wilderness, because 

circumcision is a type of realization. It is the sign of death. Not death itself, but the sign of the 

Covenant. It is the sign, the realization. 

 

References: 

Acts 9:9 

And he (Paul) was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 

 

Genesis 17:11 

And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant 

betwixt me and you. 

 

 

THE COMPREHENDING OF THE CROSS 

Do you know that the Cross was a real death for you and a real death for Christ; but now the 

Cross must be wisdom? Paul says it is the wisdom of God. The Cross must now be a realization 

of death to you. The Cross must become a comprehending; the Cross must become a spiritual 

realization to you. In Hebrews 4 Paul calls it “that circumcision that is of the heart.” Paul is 

talking about the rest. Then in verse 11, “ Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest…” And 

what is the labor of entering into that rest? It is the comprehending of circumcision. It is not the 

laboring of the flesh. “For the word of God is quick and powerful, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit.” Man and Christ; inner man 

from New Man; old man from New Man; first man from Second Man; Life from death. “… 

and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. This is 

the circumcision that you and I must go through. It is when we come to Gilgal, to the 

realization of the circumcision. It is when the Word of God, when our hearts are turned to see 

the Living Word Himself, that is sharper than any two-edged sword. But the first 

comprehending that you will come to in the pursuing of the Son, in the pursuing of the ultimate 

intention of the expectation of God’s heart; the first comprehending Paul came to in God 

revealing His Son in Paul is “it is not I”. I no longer live. A circumcision takes place, and that 

is exactly what happens here at Gilgal. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 1:23,24 

But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 

foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:1 

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 

declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing among you, 

save Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
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Joshua 5:3, “And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at the 

hill of the foreskins.” What significance the hill has with Calvary, the hill. Not only that, but 

verse two says the children of Israel were circumcised a SECOND TIME. What is this except 

the realization spoken of in Hebrews 9:28. That He identified Himself with us in death, and for 

those who look for Him, He shall appear the second time without sin. When God reveals His 

Son in you, there is going to come a realization in you that He is appearing without sin. There 

is no me here. He is not appearing here as a Gentile or a Jew or a JW or a Tom. He is appearing 

here without sin. There is a circumcision that takes place in our heart. There is a cutting away. 

The journey begins here. 

 

References: 

Colossians 3:9b-11 

… seeing that you have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which 

is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him; Where there is neither Greek 

nor Jew, circumcision not uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; but Christ is 

all, and in all. 

 

Hebrews 9:28 

So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he 

appear the second time without sin unto salvation. 

 

We will continue this in the next lesson. We will look at Gilgal, Jericho and Bethel, and it will 

lead to a tremendous comprehending of heaven, a tremendous comprehending of the chariots 

and horsemen of God. This same thing that Ezekiel saw, this glorious catching up into the 

heavens of which Elisha was a manifested type of in the earth; because the mantle of it fell 

back to him. But we are at the beginning of that journey, that comprehending that it is not I. 

Here in Canaan, it is not I. Here in Canaan IT IS CHRIST – the comprehension of that begins 

at Gilgal, at the place of the circumcision, the place where the Word of God is a sharp sword 

and divides asunder the old from the new. May that circumcision begin to take place in me and 

you. May we who have wandered for years begin the journey to the fulness of the 

comprehending of the full Salvation that is ours in Christ Jesus, even the Salvation that we 

must make manifest in all of the earth! 
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LESSON 2 – BETHEL – THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST 

 

 

AS IN THE DAYS OF NOAH 

The Lord has literally set me aside for several weeks. And through His Hand, He has literally 

set me aside, brought me into the Word, into a place where there is such a glorious unveiling of 

Christ and an awareness beginning to be birthed in my soul. It has to do with the teaching in 

Matthew 24 concerning the days of Noah. “As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be…” I 

have a tremendous burden for the Body of Christ, and the understanding of this time is 

absolutely essential to our continuing in Christ Jesus in any significant way at all. You have to 

understand the scriptures here are speaking of a world or speaking of the Church in the earth. It 

is continuing to go on with their “marriages and given in marriages.” I am not going to get into 

all the significance of that, but while the Church continues on in its programs, continues on in 

its marriages, continues on it its eating, continues on in its going on; there is a time that has 

come upon us, and it is THE TIME OF HIS APPEARING and it is going to be exactly as it was 

in the days of Noah for those who do not know, and to those who are obedient to the voice of 

the Lord. The whole significance of Noah revolves around a time and revolves around a 

grouping of days. The Lord began to focus my attention there some months ago and I would 

look here and look there and be allowed of the Lord to set it aside, but in the last two months I 

have not been allowed to set it aside. The Lord has brought me into the days of Noah. It has to 

do with the revelation of Jesus Christ in a way that He has not appeared; in a way that He has 

not been revealed in the Church up until this very point and time. 

 

 

THE TIME OF HIS APPEARING 

So the Lord has captured my heart in the days of Noah and I have found that it falls in the 

category of three days. First, seven days; secondly, forty days; thirdly, one hundred and fifty 

days, and each of these sets are extremely significant to the timing of the Lord that is 

transpiring in Christ Jesus right now. This is the TIME OF HIS APPEARING. By the grace of 

God we are going to be giving ourselves to the understanding of the time of His Coming that is 

upon us.  

 

Turn to 2 Kings, just so we can draw a particular word here. We have been dealing with Elisha, 

a type of the Church, following after Elijah, Christ Himself: The Body following after The 

Head. The first city they came to was the city of Gilgal; the second is Bethel. In the second 

chapter and the second verse, Elijah said to Elijah, “Tarry here I pray thee; for     the Lord has 

sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will 

not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel.” 
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BETHEL – THE HOUSE OF GOD 

I want to deal here with the Church: the Church in its universal sense, and the Church in it local 

sense. I want to deal with the Body of Christ. Bethel is referring to the House of God. So here 

we are confronted with the Church, The Body of Christ. It is amazing to me when I hear 

someone say that I do not embrace or do not believe in the local Body of Christ. To me that is 

the most outrageous statement that could ever be made. Now, statements could be made as to 

who and what I think the local Body is, because I don’t call everything that gathers in a local 

building a Body; I don’t call everything that gathers under a tree, or is a living room a local 

Body. To me, a local Body is nothing less than a local expression of, can I use the term 

“Universal Body”. Now let me just use these terms, though in the Bible there is no such thing 

as  “universal”. There is just the Body of Christ. It is understood to be throughout the earth, or 

universal; but the only true manifestation that Body has is through local churches. They give 

definition and expression and manifestation of The Body of Christ. Or at least that’s what a 

local Church is: it is a gathering of people set in order by the Spirit of God under proper 

leadership, so as to express the Body of Christ in that place and send ministries out from that 

place to the ends of the world, as far as that goes. 

 

So I do have some definite opinions, given by the Spirit of God, and verified in the revelation 

of Jesus concerning what a local Body is, and what it takes to constitute a local Body. But to 

say that I don’t believe in the local Body is an absurdity. I think that all ministry is given to the 

Body of Christ, but that all ministry is given to function through the local Body and that all 

ministry finds its subjection one to another in the local Body. Do I have a pastor? Yes, I have a 

pastor. I have several brethren that I consider elders in the Lord to whom I am submitted. 

Though I consider myself to be part of the whole Body of Christ, and I am given to that whole 

Body in ministry, I am given to that whole Body in ministry throughout the local expressions of 

that Body. Now it doesn’t make any difference to me if those local expressions are in a living 

room or in a church building or in an auditorium or under a tree! 

 

But the only way that I can minister to “The Body of Christ” is through a local manifestation of 

that Body. I am very particular about that. Now the term “body” found in the Strong’s 

Concordance under the number 4983 means “the church universal”. It has to do with the 

Church, of which Christ is the Head, members all of one Body, the One Body of Christ, united 

in One Body, all in One Body. It has to do with all believers. 1 Corinthians 12:5, “That are all 

baptized into one body.” It means the Church, the Body of His fulness. This word is “soma”, 

the Body that gives us the view that the Body of CHRIST is just that – HIS very own body. 

Where the term “Body of Christ” is used throughout the scriptures it is generally referring to 

that One Body, of which Christ is the Head; that One Body, of which we are all members; that 

One Body, which is to grow up into Him and manifest His fulness. But wherever the specifics 

of that manifestation are talked about, it refers to the Church. 
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References: 

Ephesians 1:22-23 

..the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

Ephesians 4:16 

From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 

supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of 

the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 

Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

 

THE CHURCH 

The Church, which is translated in the Greek as “Ecclesia” (Strong’s number 1577) means to 

call out. It goes farther: it means “to call together, to assemble, a congregation.” It actually 

means in its most perfect sense, “the assembling together, or the assembling as one.” Do you 

understand that? Why must the Church assemble as one? Because  ultimately, The Body is 

One. So wherever there is a manifestation of that One Body, it has to be through people who 

are assembled as ONE; not just assembled in one place, but assembled as ONE BODY. It is not 

just assembled in one town or one building or one living room. You can get a lot of people 

assembled in one place, but they are not assembled as ONE. 

 

References: 

Matthew 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

 

Acts 2:46,47 

And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 

house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart. Praising God, and having 

favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being 

many, are one body: so also is Christ. 

 

Now I am not going to just get off of this, because it is not just assembling, but ASSEMBLING 

AS ONE. Why? Because the pattern is set in the heavens. And therefore whatever is seen in the 

earth must be according to the pattern that is established in the mountain. The pattern was first 

established in Mt. Sinai, in part, in type. But now that full pattern is being established in Zion 

and in the revelation of Jesus Christ, for He is appearing in Mt. Zion. Our gathering in the 
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earth, whether it is by twos or threes or fours or that many hundreds or thousands, must be 

according to that pattern or it is an illegitimate gathering. So it is not just getting people 

together in a building, but the assembling as ONE. Therefore it is truly the “Ecclesia”, the 

called out, the assembled together; but it has to do with the local Church. It is taught throughout 

the Bible to where these local expressions of the One Body are in different towns and different 

cities, different places throughout the whole earth. There are elders set and there is headship set 

and there is ministry set. 

 

References: 

Colossians 4:15 

Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house. 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:14 

For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ 

Jesus; for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the 

Jews. 

 

Romans 16:1 

I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea. 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:1 

Paul and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the 

Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Turn to 1 Corinthians 12, and from verse 12 through 27 you have the teaching concerning the 

One Body of Christ; that universal Church. I hate that term, but that One Body of Christ, which 

is throughout the earth and which is established in Christ in heavenly places. You have that 

teaching, but then in verse 28, you come to the ministry and the term is “Church”, which is 

“Ecclesia – the called out”. It has to do with the local congregation or several local 

congregations. God hath set some in the Church. This is not the same translation as the word 

“Body”. This is not “soma”, Church. This is that local Church; that expression of the One 

Body; regardless of how many members or regardless of what kind of place they are meeting 

in. The emphasis is upon Who is meeting, not what they are meeting in; and the order of their 

meeting, which is first, Christ. We must understand that. And then, them gathered together in 

the knowledge of Christ, the name of Christ. “For where two or three are gathered together into 

My Name…” , in the understanding of the Lord; that is, they are gathered together as One, 

having One understanding, “… there am I in their midst.” That is the local assembly. This is 

not an oversimplification of that. I am simply giving you the foundation of what creates that 

local assembly. Yes, there must be a headship there, because it is an expression of Christ and 

Christ is both Headship and Body. He is both ministry and members. He is all of that! But 

nonetheless, that local expression is to be an expression of that One Body. 
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MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH 

1 Corinthians 12:28, “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 

prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, 

diversities of tongues.” You see, these things are not in the heavens; these things are exercised 

in the local Church. The word “first” here means first is a series of order; first in the order of 

time. It is used in Romans 3:2, “ Much every way: chiefly, because unto them were committed 

the oracles of God.” The word ‘chiefly’ here is exactly the same word, and it is found in 

Strong’s Concordance under number 4412. It is the same word as firstly or first. “…chiefly, 

because unto them were committed the oracles of god.” In other words, firstly. It is first in 

time, in order. So the first thing that was set in the Church were the apostles and then secondary 

were the prophets, and then the teachers. Well, all of the ministry was set there. There is 

another place that speaks of the setting of ministry; that’s in Ephesians 4. But here it is not so 

much speaking of the setting of ministry in the Church as the purpose of that ministry. In verse 

11, “He gave some apostles, and prophets, and evangelists and pastors and teachers.” Some 

relate to this as a five-fold ministry and that’s fine; you can do that. But here it is not speaking 

of their being set in the Church, because here the term Church is not used, but rather, “for the 

perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the Body of Christ till 

we all come to the fulness of Christ…” Verse 16, “From whom the whole body…” So here it is 

speaking of the work of the ministry in the local assembly; it is speaking of its purpose. In one 

place we find that in order to have ministry, you must have the Church; because He has set 

ministry in the Church. 

 

Why has He set ministry in the Church? For the building up of the Body. For the purpose of us 

all coming into the understanding of the Lord – the fulness of Him. What is the end of the 

purpose of ministry? Well, it is till we all come into the unity of the faith. Have we come there 

yet? Well, then ministry is still needed and the local Church is still necessary. I didn’t just say 

local religion, I said local Church. But I am telling you there are many things meeting in 

buildings with a cross on it that do not constitute the local Church. Yet I am telling you the 

local Church, the local expression of the Body of Christ is necessary; because there is where He 

has set ministry, for the purpose of fully equipping the saints for the work of the ministry; 

which is the building up of The Body of Christ. How long shall that go on? Till we all come 

into the unity of the faith, and until we all come into the knowledge of the Son of God, and 

until we all come into a perfect man, till we all come into the measure of the age of the fulness 

of Christ! 

 

So in one place you find the setting of ministry and where ministry is set, in the local Church. 

And the other place you find the purpose of Him setting ministry, the purpose for which He has 

given ministry; and that is the building up of The Body of Christ, not just running local 

Churches, but ministering in local Churches for a purpose, to an end, to a stated end. The end is 

always The Body of the Lord Jesus Christ, the building up of the whole Body of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. I suppose in many cases in  my meetings, in tapes, and places I have emphasized the 

purpose of the ministry to such a strong degree that some without a hearing ear possibly have 
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heard the purpose and have decided that I am just saying that ministry is given to the whole 

Body of Christ and there is no need for the local Body. That’s hogwash! Ministry is set  in the 

local Body. 

 

Reference: 

Ephesians 4:15,16 

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 

joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 

increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 

 

MINISTRY IN A LOCAL EXPRESSION – TO THE WHOLE BODY OF CHRIST 

But I want to set the record clear: ministry is set when I minister. Where do I minister? I 

minister in a local expression of Christ. If there is not a local expression of Christ in a place, 

then I am set of God for a purpose to bring forth the local expression in that place. And then 

ordain leadership in that place according to the will of God, then minister in that place. But my 

ministry in that place is not to me, it is to the whole Body of Christ. How do I minister to the 

whole Body of Christ? Through the local expressions of that Body. Oh my, do I think the local 

expressions of that Body are necessary? Absolutely! So much so that I am given to establishing 

those local expressions where there are none. But I do that, not just to set up another church; 

but to give expression in that place of the whole Body of Christ. Who is the whole body of 

Christ? It is the fulness of Christ Himself. So what would be the purpose of establishing a local 

expression anywhere? That there might begin to be an expression of the fulness of Jesus Christ. 

So that through establishing ministry there, setting it in order, setting leadership there, and then 

ministering there the measure of Christ that is in me, that local expression that is set there for 

the purpose of manifesting the fulness of Christ, may itself grow up into the fulness of Christ. 

You can’t manifest what you have not grown up into. Do I believe in the local Church? You 

might as well ask me, do I believe in Christ! Certainly I do. It is the manifestation of Him. Its 

purpose is just that. Its purpose is to manifest Him, because the local expression is just a part of 

the whole Body of Jesus Christ. It is not other than that whole Body; it is a part of that whole 

Body. There are not two churches – universal and local. There is just One Body of Christ 

manifested throughout the earth in localities. But in order for those localities to be called the 

Church, they must be a genuine manifestation of Him. 

 

Reference: 

Ephesians 1:22-23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 

church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
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THE BODY OF CHRIST 

As we continue, I want us to first look at the Body of Christ. I want us to look at the term 

Bethel – the Body of Christ. I am a firm believer that you are not going to have an expression 

until you have a pattern. We have a lot of meetings in local places that cannot by the farthest 

stretch of the imagination be called Churches. It cannot by the farthest stretch of the 

imagination be labeled as an expression of Him because there is no vision there, there is no 

understanding there. That place is not according to a pattern. It is according to some man’s 

desire to have a congregation in that town, or according to some preacher’s desire to have a 

group, or according to some denomination’s desire to have another outreach of its by-laws and 

regulations and doctrines. That isn’t to say that there are not born-again Believers, Spirit-filled 

Believers there; but just to get a room full of Spirit-filled Believers does not constitute the 

Church; because you can have a room full, a house full, a ball park full of Spirit-filled 

Believers and still not have a genuine manifestation of Christ, of the Body of Christ. 

 

 

GATHERING TOGETHER ACCORDING TO A PATTERN 

There must be a gathering together according to a pattern. “See that it is according to the 

pattern.” Moses you can’t just get all these materials, have all of these materials made, and 

have all the altars right, make everything right. There has to be a gathering together and a 

setting in order according to the pattern, or you are not going to be able to call it My 

Tabernacle. Now, there is a pattern being revealed in Mt. Zion and that pattern is being 

revealed in the Person of Jesus Christ Himself. Only as the pattern is birthed in the hearts of 

believers and in the hearts of ministries, can you and I gather together in the earth as a local 

expression of that pattern. But only when we do, only in the gathering together, wherever that 

gathering might take place on the face of the earth; only if that gathering is according to the 

pattern – only then does that pattern represent a true expression of Christ. And only when it 

represents a true expression of Christ can it be called the Church; because the Church locally (I 

am using the Church locally now), only the Church can truly express the Body. I am using the 

term Body as the Whole Body of the Lord, of the Lord Himself in His fulness. 

 

References: 

Exodus 25:40 

And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount. 

 

Hebrews 8:5 

Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God 

when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things 

according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. 

 

Hebrews 9:23 

It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with 

these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 



 29 

Then our gatherings must be according to the pattern of the Heavenly; not just getting people 

together, not just getting souls saved, not just getting people filled with the Spirit of God. It 

must be according to a pattern if it is going to express Christ. It must be according to a pattern 

if we are going to call it a local Church. If it is not according to that pattern, call it whatever 

you want to call it, but don’t call it a Church, because a Church, a true Church, a true Ecclesia 

is a true expression of the Body of Jesus Christ, into which we have all been baptized by The 

Spirit of God. 

  

Reference: 

1Corinthians 12:13 

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 

we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

 

We want to look at the term Bethel. We will be in the Book of Acts; chapter 26 verses 9 

through 13. I know I am jumping ahead in my mind, so just jump ahead with me. We are going 

to see this same person converted; we are going to see this Apostle go out. We are not going to 

see him go out and establish churches, not after the carnal concept. We are going to see him go 

out and establish expressions of the Heavenly vision, because what he saw here is the very 

Body of Jesus Christ. His epistles will declare that to you and I. He saw the Church as a Body; 

he saw the Church as a man; he saw the Church as the fulness of CHRIST.  

 

The words in Acts 26:14 were “ Saul, Saul, why persecutest Me?” Who had he been 

persecuting? He had been persecuting the Body of Jesus Christ; he had been persecuting them 

from Church to Church, gathering together expression to expression. He had been persecuting 

the Body through persecuting the local expression and Jesus said you have been persecuting 

ME. Through a heavenly vision that simply begins here on this road but is more perfectly 

unfolded in this man, in three years in the wilderness, wherein he speaks of and says it pleased 

the Father to reveal His Son in Me, the very pattern of God was established in Paul. It was the 

pattern upon which the Body itself is formulated; the pattern of the Head, the pattern that is 

given in the revelation of Jesus Christ, the pattern that is laid down through the revealing of the 

Son, that pattern after which the Body is made. For the Body is placed in Him, gathered 

together in Him, joined together, fitly framed together in the knowledge of the Lord according 

to the pattern. That Body that is fitly framed together in Him, through the Son being revealed in 

that Body, and then that Body is expressed locally throughout the earth so that those local 

expressions become a manifestation of that One Body. But it is all according to pattern. 

 

References: 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his 

grace, To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I 

conferred not with flesh and blood. 
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1 Corinthians 3:10,11 

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the 

foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 

thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,which is Jesus Christ. 

 

 

THE PATTERN IS LAID IN YOU 

God didn’t arrest Paul and send him to a Seminary and teach him ways and means to establish 

local churches. Yet the result of his ministry is that he went throughout the land and established 

gatherings throughout the world, even beyond where he had persecuted Christians. He went 

beyond those areas and there he established expressions of the Body that he saw in the Heavens 

after the pattern that was revealed in him through the revelation of Jesus Christ. Do you see 

with Paul it all BEGAN with the pattern? It didn’t begin with ways and means of getting people 

into the same building. It didn’t begin with promotional concepts and ideas. It didn’t begin with 

radio programs. It began IN HIM. Where does the Church begin? IT BEGINS IN YOU! Where 

does the local expression begin? It begins IN YOU. Where does the Body begin? It begins IN 

YOU. First the pattern is laid down IN YOU. Once the pattern is revealed in you, once God 

reveals His Son in you, you will not be satisfied with man’s idea of “Universal Church”. I can’t 

stand that term, “Universal Church”. I hear people say all the time: “Oh, I am part of the 

Universal Church.” What in the world is that? “Oh you know, it’s just…” Yes, I know. It is an 

excuse for not serving God; it is an excuse for not being faithful to God; that’s what it is. 

Because when you come to a true understanding that you are a part of The Body of Jesus 

Christ… forget “Universal Church”! You are part of that glorious Body of Christ! When Christ 

begins to be revealed in you, and when the pattern is established in you and you begin to realize 

you are His Divine Body, you are a part of a Divine Glorious Body; the first thing you are 

going to want to do is manifest that Body on the earth! That is going to bring you to an 

understanding that it is going to take more than “you” to do it. That’s going to gather you 

together with Believers of like precious faith. I didn’t just say Christians of denominational 

persuasions; not even Spirit-filled Christians of denominational persuasions. It is going to begin 

to gather you together with Believers of like precious faith. It is going to begin to join you 

together with those in whom the pattern is going to be revealed. But there is going to be a 

joining together. There shall be a coming forth locally, an expression of that Glorious Body that 

you are beginning to understand that you NOW are. 

 

References: 

Isaiah 28:16 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, 

a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

 

2 Peter 1:1 

Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious 

faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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1 John 1:3 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with 

us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his son Jesus Christ. 

 

This thing starts with a PATTERN. It started in Paul with a pattern. Acts 26:14,15; “I heard a 

voice speaking unto me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me. I said, who 

are you Lord? I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.” Do you see that? Who is this Body of 

Christ? The LORD JESUS CHRIST whom thou persecutest. Who is this that we are to express 

in the local gatherings? The Lord Jesus Christ in all of His fulness. That will determine how 

often you meet, where you meet; that will determine the ministries, and the purpose of 

ministry. That will determine ministry; that will determine EVERYTHING! When you begin to 

meet in the understanding that this meeting is an expression of Him; it will determine all of the 

little things that most of us think we have to go to seminary or seminars to understand. Then we 

come out understanding how to do a lot of things, but we never become an expression of HIM 

in all those things. 

 

 

THE CHURCH – EXPRESSION OF A PATTERN 

We must bring this thing where it belongs; we must bring it back to the pattern. There is no true 

local Church unless it is an expression of a pattern. There is no pattern until that pattern is 

established in you through the revelation of Jesus Christ. What are we until then? We are just a 

bunch of precious, saved, Spirit-filled religious people, doing religious things, and arguing 

about Body and Church. We are just a bunch of local “churches”; but we are not local 

expressions, which is a Church, a true Ecclesia. We are just a bunch of religious institutions, 

doing religious things until the pattern is established, until Christ is revealed in us. But when 

He is revealed in you, you and I, the ones He is revealed in are the first ones to be brought into 

the pattern. And then with us, it must be according to the pattern, that will result in a gathering. 

That gathering will become the local expression of Him, a true local Church. That local Church 

will become a true local expression of The Body of Christ in that city, in that area, in that 

neighborhood. Ministries will develop there because it is an expression of the Lord Himself and 

those ministries will not be able to be contained. They shall go to the ends of the earth, and it is 

through One Body, through many local expressions. One Body – through many members. How 

shall those local expressions be joined together? Through the ministries that go out from them; 

through the ministries of Christ that go out from them, knitting the whole Body of Christ 

together as a giant network throughout the earth. You think that isn’t going to happen? Yes it is 

going to happen! No – organized religion will never get it done. What we are calling churches 

will never get it done. The true local expressions of Him will be joined together and knit 

together through the ministries that go out from there. It is going to be done, but it is going to 

be done in Truth and it is going to be done according to pattern. 
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ONE BODY – MANY LOCAL EXPRESSIONS 

One Body – many local expressions. One Body – many members, each joined together through 

the measure of Christ who is in them. Oh, I know we have applied that to individual Believers, 

but what is applied to any individual Believer maintained in a local expression is also, and must 

be applied to those local expressions maintained in the whole Body of Jesus Christ. Oh, let 

your borders be stretched and understand what it means to be His Body! So what is it that God 

established in this Apostle who was to be the one to establish these local expressions 

throughout the known world? He first established in him a pattern. “But arise, stand up on your 

feet, for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness…” 

What is said in Galatians 1:10-16? For he says, “I certify you, brethren, the gospel that came 

unto me (that gospel which can be traced out and becomes that pattern, which became unto me 

that testimony) was not from men, not taught by man, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ… 

When it pleased God who revealed His Son in me…” What? “That I might preach Him.” I have 

appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness, both of these things 

which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee.” 

 

 

AN APPEARING OF HIM 

The local  Church is not to be a place where things are taught, but rather where there is an 

appearing of Him. There all things are summed up in Him. It isn’t to be a place where we teach 

Salvation as a thing, baptism as a thing, Holy Ghost as a thing, healing as a thing, sanctification 

as a thing, righteousness as a thing, holiness as a thing, blessing as a thing, love as a thing, joy 

as a thing. No! It is a place where there is an appearing of Him and all these things. Salvation – 

HE is our Salvation. Sanctification – HE is our sanctification. Life – HE is our Life. Church – 

HE is our Church. His Body, Life, HE is living in me. Salvation – HE, the great Salvation of 

the Lord. Healing – He the great healing. Oh, don’t you see the local Church, the Ecclesia? The 

expressions of that One Body, which is the fulness of Him, are to be places where HE appears; 

places where HE is taught, places where we seek to know HIM, places where ministry is sent 

for the purpose of bringing us to the unity of HIS faith, to the knowledge of the Son of God, to 

the mature man, to the measure of the stature of HIM. 

  

Reference: 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

And he gave some apostles: and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 

teachers; For the perfecting of the saints; for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 

body of Christ; Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 

 

Do I believe in local expressions? Yes I do; I just happen to believe that there is a pattern by 

which these local expressions are defined. If they don’t come within that pattern, that 

definition, then it is hard to me to say that is a Church. Well, it is a church building –yes; there 

are Christians there, but, is it according to the pattern? Is it for the learning of Him? Is it an 
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expression of Him or is it a place where religious things are taught as things? Paul was seeing 

The Lord’s Body and he had seen the Church; he had seen The Lord’s Body. You see, he went 

through the whole land persecuting all Christians. But he had done that from place to place. He 

saw the Church. And what did he see it summed up in? He saw it all summed up in Christ 

Himself. And not only this, but “of those things which I will appear unto thee.” It is the 

CONTINUAL appearing of Him.What in my opinion is the absolute ultimate purpose of the 

local Church? In my opinion it is to be a place for people who are gathered together in His 

Name for the appearing of Him, where they are taught that in all things they are purposed to see 

Him, to know Him. That their purpose in the earth is that He might appear in them and that 

they become an expression of Him. And that all the services and ministries of that local 

assembly be geared primarily for that one thing, And that the ministry in that local assembly 

have in its heart as the chief mark of success, not how many is there, but how many in whom 

the Lord is appearing. 

 

You see, it brings some definition into the local Church. Once you begin to have the pattern 

established in your heart, it works out in you in all things, and all things then must be done 

according to the pattern. The altars must be set according to the pattern. The curtains must be 

hung according to the pattern, the times of gatherings according to the pattern, the ministries 

and ministers according to the pattern. It will determine everything with regard to the local 

assemblies once the pattern begins to be established in you. 

 

 

NOT DISOBEDIENT TO THE HEAVENLY VISION 

 Look at this in Acts 26:18, “To open their eyes to turn them from darkness to light, from the 

power of Satan unto God; that they may receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance among 

them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.” Do you see this? “…whereupon, oh King 

Agrippa I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision…” Folks, the whole purpose of 

Christian life is that we not be disobedient to the Heavenly Vision. But most Christians today 

are disobedient to the Heavenly vision because they haven’t come to the Heavenly vision yet! 

Their understanding of the local assembly is not by Heavenly Vision, it is by teaching of man. 

Most ministries’ understanding of that local assembly is by earthly teaching, not by Heavenly 

Vision. So most local assemblies are not obedient to the Heavenly Vision because they are not 

established after the pattern of it. 

 

So Christ and the Body of Christ is still looking throughout the earth for true expression. Who 

will establish true expression of that One Body of that One Christ and manifest His fulness in 

the earth? Who will do it? Those in whom the pattern is established; those who will not be 

disobedient to the Heavenly vision; those who refuse to live in the earth in any capacity other 

than they understand themselves to be IN CHRIST. To those who refuse to live other than His 

Body, to those who refuse to live other than those who have no life in them but Him, to those 

who refuse for their gatherings to be based on anything but the knowing of Him, the learning of 

Him, the growing up in Him, and the manifesting of Him. Those who are not disobedient to the 
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Heavenly Vision – they shall be gathered together throughout the earth. And the ministry that is 

gathered up in them for the purpose of feeding them – they shall manifest The Body , The One 

Body, The One Christ that we are! 

 

References: 

Colossians 3:1-4 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 

right hand of God. Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are 

dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 

shall ye also appear with him in glory. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:15 

And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 

unto him which died for them, and rose again. 

 

 

THE VISIBLE OF THE INVISIBLE 

But it is in the local expressions that the maturity takes place, and that the ministry is set for 

that purpose, because it is the local expression that is the visible of the invisible And yet that 

visible expression must not be based upon something else visible. It must be based upon the 

invisible, the Heavenly Vision. Do you understand what I am saying?  

 

Who shall manifest Him in His most glorious appearing? They in whom He is appearing 

according to the pattern. It will begin to dominate their lives, control every decision they make, 

and will in fact bring every decision into the realm of being a spiritual one. Right now we think 

we make decisions that are not spiritual. But how do you, who are The Body of Christ, in 

whom Christ dwells, you who have no other life but Christ – how do you make any decision 

that is not a spiritual one? I don’t care what it is: whether it is about where to work, where to 

go, where to assemble, who to marry, who to date, when to take vacation. How is it if you are a 

spiritual being that does not become a spiritual decision? I am speaking of one that must be 

motivated according to the pattern, one that must be motivated according to the understanding 

of Christ that is in you; one that must be formulated. A decision that must be formulated in the 

knowledge of the Lord, not in human criteria, not in human necessity, or not after human 

wanting desire; but decision that must be formed according to the mind of Christ; and decisions 

that must be carried out according to the pattern that is established in you through the revelation 

of Jesus Christ. Whatever the decision is, is it not a spiritual one? Yes it is. It is to those in 

whom Christ is being revealed, because the motivation by which that decision shall be made is 

Christ Himself.. The understanding in which that decision shall be made is Christ Himself! The 

value placed upon that decision is determined through the measure of Christ Himself. 
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References: 

Ephesians 4:17, 20,21 

This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, 

in the vanity of their mind…But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, 

and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus.   

 

 

DECLARING THE VISION 

Acts. 26:19, “I was not disobedient, O King Agrippa… I was not disobedient to the Heavenly 

Vision.” Blessed be the Lamb of the Living God! Notice this, “ But shewed first unto them of 

Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, 

that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.” What was he 

showing them? He was declaring to them the Vision. He had nothing else to declare! Read the 

epistles of Paul. He is the one that uses the term “mystery”, hidden of God in Christ Jesus, 

mystery ordained before the world unto our glory. He is the one who declares the Body of 

Christ as well as the local Church. He is the one who brings it all into order, sets it upon the 

foundation which is Christ Himself. Paul is the one. He goes about declaring the Vision. He is 

not disobedient to the Vision. “For these causes, the Jews caught me in the Temple and went 

about to kill me.” 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 2:7 

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained 

before the world unto our glory. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:51 

Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed. 

 

Ephesians 5:32 

This is a great mystery; but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

 

Can  you and I say today; can I say in the ministry that the Lord has given me, that I have not 

been disobedient to the heavenly Vision? Where there has been one, I have declared to him the 

Heavenly Vision and I have declared it to him as fully as time and as Spirit and as occasion 

would permit? If there has been three in a living room, can I say I have not been disobedient to 

the Heavenly Vision? Where there has been a fellowship involved, can I say I have not been 

disobedient to the Heavenly Vision? Where there has been a tape ministry involved, can I say I 

have not been disobedient to the Heavenly Vision? Whether it has meant being able to flow 

with this one or flow with that one, can I say I have not been disobedient to the Heavenly 

Vision? Whether it means that I can come here and speak again, can I say I have not been 

disobedient to the Heavenly Vision? Can I say I have not been disobedient to the Heavenly 

Vision in that I have not made issues out of end-time events? I have not made issues my basis 
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of fellowship with you, my brother and my sister; I have not made issues a basis of fellowship, 

but rather THE HEAVENLY VISION. 

 

 

THE LORD JUDGES 

Now see, the Lord in His appearing in me must judge that. He must bring me to that judgment. 

For only He can do that. I am asking you that same question now. In your decisions, in your 

life, in your ministry, in your local gatherings right now, in your commitment, in your giving, 

in your scripture searching, in your worship – are you obedient to the Heavenly Vision? I don’t 

mean are you obedient to the status quo; are you obedient to the system because that is the 

system. Are you obedient to the Heavenly Vision – that is my question. 

 

References: 

1 Peter 4:17 

For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God; and if it first begin at us, 

what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

 

Romans 14:10 

But why dost thou judge thy brother? Or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall 

all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

 

We are at Bethel now. The Lord has something He wants to teach us of Himself. Do you hear 

me? To teach us something OF HIMSELF, that we not be disobedient to that view of Him; but 

that we will become a manifestation of that view individually, collectively, in our homes, as we 

gather together as a local expression in our commitment, where we are committed, to what 

degree we are committed, what we give, where we give it, in time, in resources, in Scripture 

searching, in every area of our existence; we will become constrained to the Heavenly Vision. 

Now only those of this Vision can hear what I am saying. 

 

 

CONFRONTATION WITH THE VISION 

That brings me back to what I have said all during this lesson. My desire for you is that you 

come to this Vision, that even while you are on your way to Damascus with something else in 

your heart and mind, that you be struck down in the way; and be brought to a confrontation 

with the Vision. Now who is going to be struck down? Those whose hearts are after God. We 

must understand here that Paul’s heart was after God. He thought he did God a favor… he was 

more zealous… Read that in his testimony. ‘I was more zealous, I loved God, I was zealous for 

God.’ He is after God’s view. Who is going to be truly struck down in the way? Those who are 

truly after God; those whose hearts are truly set upon knowing Him. He will not permit that 

you walk in darkness, but He will surround you with a great light. He will establish in your 

heart the pattern and from that day on everything about you will begin to be according to that 

pattern. Once that pattern begins in you, it will not stop until the full coming of the Lord. It will 
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draw you together with others in whom the pattern is established for the purpose of locally, 

tangibly expressing Him. It will draw that expression together with other expressions of like 

precious faith, knit those expressions together for the purpose of more perfectly expressing the 

fulness of Him. And so shall those expressions be knit together throughout the earth for the 

purpose of expressing the whole Body which is the fulness of Him in all the earth. It is unto 

this end that true ministry is set in the Church. 

 

References: 

Galatians 1:13,14 

For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond 

measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: And profited in the Jews’ religion 

above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of 

my fathers. 

 

Philippians 3:6  

Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, 

blameless. 

 

Ephesians 3:8, “ Unto me who am less than the least of all saints is this grace given, that I 

should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of  Christ; And to make all men see 

what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in 

God, who created all things by Jesus Christ; To the intent that now unto the principalities and 

powers in heavenly places might be known by the Church (and that is the local assembly) the 

manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” 

 

 

THE PATTERN SUMMED UP IN CHRIST 

 This pattern is what we are talking about. This Heavenly Vision here is what we are talking 

about, and it is very important. I want you to notice another verse. In the Revised Standard 

Version it translates, “…which he hath realized in Christ Jesus our Lord…” The New 

American Standard Bible reads, “… which he carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Here in the 

original, the literal translation of Ephesians 3:11 is “In accord with the purpose of the ages 

which he makes in Christ Jesus our Lord…” You understand that all of God’s pattern, all of 

God’s purpose, all of God’s mystery, that mystery which is to be revealed in the earth, which is 

to be manifested in the earth; all of it is summed up in Christ Jesus our Lord in whom we now 

dwell; in whom we have boldness and access with confidence. 

 

This was what Paul was declaring: I was not disobedient to the Heavenly Vision. So he 

summed it all up; regardless of which version we take because we are told that this tremendous 

revelation of the mystery of Christ was according to a plan which God planned in Christ, and 

which He carried out in Christ. God has not got many eternal purposes. There may be many 
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purposes He has in time, but He only has One ETERNAL purpose. The Eternal purpose of God 

is the all mastering, the all determining purpose; whatever the Lord has been doing all through 

the ages, it is related to this Eternal purpose. Whether it is to do with nations, whether it is to do 

with Jewish people, whether it is to do with the redeemed; every single one of God’s purposes 

in time all relate to this One Eternal purpose, and that purpose is summed up in Christ Jesus. 

 

Folks, it is the purpose of the Church, which is His Body, which is the manifestation of His 

Body; it is the purpose of the Church to MANIFEST that Eternal purpose of God to the degree, 

to the extent, that even the principalities and powers in heavenly places might come to know 

this Eternal plan and purpose of God – the Church exhibiting that purpose, that plan so 

definitely, so effectively, so fully in the earth that it is made known, that it is openly shown 

even to the principalities and powers in heavenly places. And those principalities and those 

powers will bow down to us. Do I believe in the local Church? Do I believe in the Plan of God? 

It is just what I believe the local Church to be that bothers some people; who I believe that local 

expression to be that ruffles some people. I will not just call any religious gathering an 

expression of Christ. Why? The Heavenly Vision forbids it. 

 

Reference: 

Ephesians 3:10 

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by 

the church the manifold wisdom of God. 

 

 

THE REVEALING OF THE SON IN ME 

Look here at the beginning of this chapter, the end of which and the center of which Paul is 

expressing this Eternal plan of God which is summed up in Christ and to be made manifest in 

the Church. Look at how it comes: verse 3, “How that by revelation he made known unto me 

the mystery, as I wrote in a few words, whereby when you read, you might understand my 

knowledge in the mystery of Christ; which in other ages was not made known to the sons of 

men, as it is now revealed.” It is not another revelation; it is the same revelation he is talking 

about before King Agrippa. It is the same revelation he is declaring unto the Church in Galatia. 

GOD REVEALED HIS SON IN ME. It is the same revelation He has designed that the 

Ephesians Church wait patiently upon (Ephesians 1:17): praying that God would give unto 

them the spirit of wisdom and knowledge in the revelation of Him. It is the same pattern, and it 

must be established in the mountain. 

 

Brethren, you are come to Mt. Zion for the purpose of having the pattern established in you; 

that you might be built upon Mt. Zion, the house of God, the Bethel of The Most High!  
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That house is to find its full expression throughout the earth in the Ecclesia, through the local 

gatherers, who through that glorious revealing of Christ shall be gathered together as a harvest; 

shall be knit together as a knot; shall be joined together as One Body and shall manifest His 

fulness in all of the earth. I am telling you, it is to that Body that I am made a minister.  

But in order to minister to that glorious Body, members of which you are, I must do so through 

the local expressions. 

 

 

BEHOLDING – SEEING – GOD REVEALING 

Look at Exodus 25:40, “And look that thou make them after their pattern which was showed 

thee in the mount.” The term “look” and the term “showed” in the Hebrew tongue is the term 

“raah”. It is the exact equivalent in the Hebrew to the Greek, “hath revealed His Son in me.” 

The term “revealed”, the term “revelation” of Jesus Christ – it is the same kind of 

understanding, the same kind of knowledge, the same kind of seeing. It is the same thing Paul 

talks about when he says in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “But we all with open face, beholding as in a 

glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the 

Spirit of the Lord”. Beholding what there? Beholding the pattern. Beholding, looking, seeing, 

God revealing His Son in me – it is the same word. So he says, look and look. It is the act of 

divine revelation. How did God sum all of this up in the mountain for Moses? How did He sum 

it all up? He summed it all up in the revealing of Himself. Yes, it was just a pattern and 

therefore the revealing of Himself was not the fulness of His glory. That revelation comes in 

Mt. Zion where it is a perfect pattern, where He reveals in the fulness of His glory; where you 

and I are changed into the image of that glory, built together as the house of that glory for the 

purpose of expressing that glory in all of the earth. Do you see this? So the pattern that he is 

talking about: “Look…which was showed to thee…” was in direct reference to His appearing 

to Moses in the Mountain in His glory; summing all of the instructions up that He gave to 

Moses in the appearing of Himself so that Moses understood that the Tabernacle was the 

appearing of Him. And that every piece of the furniture of the Tabernacle was part of the 

appearing of Him; that every altar was the appearing of Him; and every curtain was an 

appearing of Him – every part of it. And that the whole of it was an appearing of Him and yet 

that it was an earthly type that would be fulfilled in a Heavenly fulfillment. Therefore you and I 

must look to see the heavenly pattern. 

 

Look now in Hebrews 9:23, “It was therefore necessary that the patterns of the things in the 

heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices 

than these.” Beloved, how much more must we see the pattern than Moses, who received 

patterns of earthly things that was a representation of the Heavenly? But Christ is not entered 

into those earthly things, but is entered into Heaven itself: in Him, where and by Him, and 

through Him, we too are entered into that same Heaven, to that same place. 
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MANIFESTING 

How shall we become a manifestation of Heaven? How shall we become a manifestation of 

that place, of that house in the earth, except we see the pattern of it? Except our gatherings in 

the earth be according to pattern, except it be the Ecclesia; except the local expression be 

according to the pattern? How shall we manifest the true Heaven in the earth, except we receive 

the pattern? Except our gatherings be upon that basis, how can we even remotely call our 

gatherings “Church” in the true understanding that the Church is to manifest Him? 

 

Dear hearts, I trust that the Lord will give us hearts to understand, ears to hear, eyes to see as 

we continue in this study of Bethel. We follow Him there – in our desire to know Him, He 

brings us to Bethel. For how shall we express Him except it be in the understanding of Bethel? 

How shall the Heavenly be expressed except through an earthly expression and how shall the 

earthly express Him, except the pattern of the Heavenly be revealed in Him? He has brought us 

to the same mountain, that He may reveal in us the same pattern and so that same pattern may 

be manifested in every local gathering. And in fact, that pattern may determine and constitute 

the local gathering. 

 

Oh Lord, give us ears to hear what has just been spoken into our hearts by the Spirit of God 

Himself. 
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LESSON 3 – BETHEL, THE HOUSE OF GOD 

 

 

I want you to be very prayerful as we go into this study. We are being pressed so into the time 

of the Church. We are His Body. We are dealing with Bethel, the House of God. I know in my 

heart, beyond a shadow of a doubt that there are many believers throughout the earth, and I 

trust that you and I can count ourselves in that group who are following our Heavenly Elijah. 

And in following after Him… Elisha following Elijah, first to Gilgal, and now to Bethel, we are 

being brought to Bethel, that is, to an understanding of the House of God for the express 

purpose of being made by that understanding; that is, God revealing His Son in us. He is the 

pattern; He is the New Covenant; God bringing us to a new understanding with regard to our 

relationship to Him in Christ Jesus, now and throughout eternity. That is the New Covenant; 

you and I coming into this relationship. 

 

But as we begin to come into this new understanding, this Covenant, we will in this earth begin 

to bear the mark of that Covenant which is the Cross; and that mark is simply this – “not I, but 

Christ.” In other words, we cease being a manifestation of ourselves; we cease being a 

manifestation of man; we cease being a manifestation of what man has made, what man has put 

together; we cease being a manifestation of the teachings of man, the traditions of man. 

Because all of that is now bearing THE CROSS. It is all bearing His Death. It is all falling 

away. It is all as ashes carried out. It is all as a wasted thing. We must understand this. Bearing 

in ourselves the mark of His dying, we become a manifestation in the earth of His living. And 

God begins to work that understanding in us, and Bethel is part of that understanding because 

Bethel is not a place: Bethel essentially is a Person, and that Person is Christ Himself. And we 

are nothing other than, nothing more than; there is nothing more than, nothing less than; there 

can be nothing less than – HIM. We are His Body – nothing more, nothing less, for the glorious 

manifestation of Him. You cannot add to this thing, or God will add to your torment. You 

cannot take away from it, or you will take away your part. We are nothing more and nothing 

less than what Christ is made unto us. We are His very own Body, marked out for the express 

purpose of being an expression of His fulness in all of the earth. That is what the Church is. I 

realize that is not what the religious organizations of the day are; but that is what the Church is. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 4:10-12 

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might 

be made manifest in our body. For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ 

sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death 

worketh in us, but life in you. 

 

Revelation 22:18,19 

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man 

shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 
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And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 

away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are 

written in this book. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 

sanctification and redemption. 

 

I believe in the Church; I love the Church. I lay down my body for the Church. I have no 

purpose, no ministry, no reason in life but that is found in the Church; the Church as it is 

locally expressed, town to town, state to state, country to country, region to region throughout 

the earth. But I am telling you that which is truly the Church is that which is an expression of 

CHRIST. It’s not just a religious gathering of people, even saved people, even Spirit-filled 

people, people doing spiritual things. That is not necessarily the Church. We are going to, by 

the grace of God and by the revealing of the Holy Spirit as we go through these scriptures, 

come to a Covenant. We are going to come to an understanding given of God concerning His 

Son and concerning our relationship to Him as the Church, and begin to be the Church in the 

earth; the Church which is a manifestation of that Glorious Body of which we are all a part of. 

 

 

ARE WE THE CHURCH? 

So I am saying you and I are a part of the Body of Christ. You are part of that Body by New 

Birth; you are part of the Body by baptism; you are part of that Body by a Divine Work of God 

through Salvation. You are part of that Body….but, are we the Church? Are some of us just 

individuals trying to live this thing on our own? I am telling you that will not work. It was 

never meant for sheep not to have a shepherd. Now I know there are many shepherds that are 

not feeding the sheep; and there are many shepherds that are not rightfully called shepherds, but 

God is bringing forth One Shepherd in the earth. I am not talking about one individual in the 

earth, but One Shepherd – CHRIST HIMSELF manifested through a leadership who is a true 

shepherd. But just because there are those who call themselves shepherds and are not, that does 

not give any sheep an excuse to say, “I have no need of a shepherd.” Are we the Church, or are 

we just an individual trying to do it on our own? Are we the Church, or are we just a group of 

individuals having no true manifestation of Him: just coming together because that is the 

religious thing to do; coming together because we are told we need to do that; coming together 

as Sunday-go-to-meeting saints; coming together under the bondage of tradition? 

 

References: 

Ezekiel 34:2 

Son of man, prophecy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith 

the Lord God unto the shepherds: Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! 

Should not the shepherds feed the sheep? 
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Ezekiel 34:11-12 

For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. 

As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so 

will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered 

in the cloudy and dark day. 

 

John 10:14 

I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

 

1 Peter 2:25 

For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your 

souls. 

 

You do not just have to be an individual trying to live on your own to violate the principle of 

the Church. You can be a whole group of believers coming together every week, and still not 

truly coming together as the Church. I am asking you something, believers – are we the 

Church? I have no doubt that we are the Body of Christ, but are we the Church? God give me 

an understanding and ability to express the thing that is even now in the revelation of the 

Person of Jesus Christ being birthed into my heart. It is not my intention to be alienated from 

my brethren, and I will not be from my true brethren. It is not my purpose to be alienated from 

anyone; but it is my purpose that all would see the mystery of God which is Christ, and begin 

to function in the earth according to the reality; according to the pattern and according to the 

Person of that mystery; that we would not be alienated, but gathered together in Him in the 

heavenlies, and become a manifestation of Him in the earth. But unless we do that, we may as 

well be alienated, we may as well go sell pet rocks, because we have no other purpose in Christ 

except to become that glorious manifestation of HIM in the earth. That goes beyond just 

preaching sermons and the operation of gifts and doing works. While all of these things 

certainly are included if they are included in the proper pattern; we are to become the very 

manifestation of the essential Person of Christ Himself, the essence of His savor, the evidence 

of His Person, the very substance of Who He is in the earth. May God open the eyes of our 

understanding and lead us as we consider these things. 

 

Reference: 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest 

the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

 

WE SHALL ALL BEAR THIS JUDGMENT 

I declare to you friends and fellow ministers, we, by the Holy Spirit are being brought to 

Bethel. And just as Gilgal is a place of the appearing of Christ unto divine judgment; that is, to 

the taking away of the first and the establishing of the second, so that Gilgal becomes the 
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reality of Christ: so Bethel is also a place of His appearing in divine judgment, a place where 

the concept of the first house is done away and the reality of the second, that is the Holy of 

Holies, begins to take its place and begins to be manifest in the earth. Now we are come to this. 

We are come to this judgment, and we shall bear this judgment, some unto death and some unto 

life. But, we shall all come to this judgment, and we shall all bear this judgment, because the 

truth of God shall be manifested in the earth. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 10:9 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish 

the second. 

 

Hebrews 9:8 

The Holy Ghost this signifying that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, 

while as the first tabernacle was yet standing. 

 

So, we are being brought to a sober time here. My heart is exceedingly solemn, because I 

realize that we are being brought to a place where much is going to be stripped away. And if we 

have based our relationships in the first, our relationships are going to be stripped away. If we 

have based our ministries in the first, our ministries are going to be stripped away. Whatever it 

is that we have based on the concept of the first idea of the Church: that earthly sanctuary 

where there is a doing daily of spiritual things, but the veil hides it from the glory of God and 

there is no true appearing of Christ there. If we have based ourselves, our lives, our ministries, 

our relationships in that, then it is all going to be stripped away. It is all going to come to 

nothing. Some of us are going to try to hold on to it, and save it, and we are only going to fall 

under the judgment of it. 

 

Reference: 

Hebrews 9:1,6,7 

Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. 

Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, 

accomplishing the service of God. But into the second went the high priest alone once every 

year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people. 

 

I ask you now, to let the Lord search your heart. Don’t try to search your heart; let the Lord 

search your heart. In the light of His appearing, that which is first shall be consumed and that 

which is second shall begin to be established. Notice that verse, “That he may take away the 

first…” Notice the wording in Hebrews 10, “He taketh away the first…” Oh how definite that 

is. “… that He may establish the second.” You see, the establishing of the second is brick upon 

brick, stone upon stone, work upon work, grace upon grace, Christ upon Christ. But oh, the 

first suffers a tremendous violence, and is taken away. Do not try to hold it. I know many 

precious brethren right now who are in this with me, and they are suffering right now a 
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tremendous violence. The first is being taken away. To those brethren I would say, “Look up, 

thy redemption draweth nigh.” To those brethren in the midst of this desolation I would say, 

“Lift up thine eyes, thy consolation appeareth because He that taketh away the first, doth also 

establish.” 

 

 

THAT HE MAY ESTABLISH 

That He may establish… everything you lose and forsake, everything He taketh away and you 

forsake in your heart, you will find again in Him; but you will find it to a hundred fold, that is, 

He Himself will be the measure of it. So it is solemn times, but it is joyful times if we would 

just lift up our eyes, not holding onto that concept of Bethel that is being stripped away, but 

rather being built up together and established together in that tremendous view of Bethel that is 

even now being established in the hearts of those in whom Christ is truly being revealed. That 

we together, as One – One House, filled with the glory of God, may become a manifestation of 

Him in the earth. I am telling you, this time is even now upon us. God help us not to give 

ourselves to saving the first, any part of it. But rather, give ourselves totally to the seeing of 

Him, the learning of Him. 

 

Reference: 

Luke 17:33 

Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall 

preserve it. 

 

I do not know about you, but I feel like Ned in the primer. I feel like Dick and Jane in the 

kindergarten reader. I feel like I am starting all over. The Lord has me in the book of 

Revelation, and I am telling you, He set me down and said, “I am going to open the Book.” 

And the first thing He did was close it all! I did not even understand what I thought I 

understood! I mean He banged the whole thing shut and sealed it up with seven seals, and I 

could not open it. I gnashed with my teeth; I clawed with my fingernails – I could not open it. 

He took me into the book of Daniel, and it looked like a Greek alphabet to me. In the midst of 

that, He simply destroyed, took away every fiber, everything I had ever read, everything I 

thought I had ever read, everything I ever knew and everything I ever thought I knew. He 

stripped it away! Then HE began to appear, even He began to appear! Those books began to 

come together, and they are even now just beginning to come together. I am Ned in the primer, 

I am Dick in the first grade reader, but I am at least seeing Him, (or perhaps at most seeing 

Him). And it is beginning to come together in the appearing of Him, and in the truth of His 

appearing – not in the imagination of man’s heart and tradition of religions. 
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References: 

Luke 24:27,31 

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the 

things concerning himself. And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished 

out of their sight. 

 

John 5:39 

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 

of me. 

 

 

IN THE PURSUIT OF CHRIST 

Thank God I am beginning to see Him, and I am beginning to realize that the heavenly vision 

that is birthed in the Body of Christ seated with Him in the heavens is now beginning to take its 

effect in the earth, and bring together and form a Church of which He is the Head in all things, 

for the manifestation of Him in the earth. What a glorious time we are being brought to in our 

pursuit of Christ! In every one of these places they come to a school of the Prophets. They are 

busy preaching; they are busy teaching; they are busy doing their thing and prophesying. They 

are busy; but Elisha is in hard pursuit after Elijah. He cannot find his camp among any of them. 

They have all stopped their pursuit; they have all become blinded in their pursuit. They have all 

become part of that first that Elisha cannot join with. His soul cannot stay with them. Again and 

again he says, “As my soul liveth, I will not leave thee, I will not forsake thee, I will follow 

on.” And Elijah said, “I go here, I go there, I go here.” Those who are in hot pursuit of Him 

shall be taken from judgment to judgment until they literally, as Elisha did, become in the earth 

a manifestation of the heavenly vision. That is what the Church is. The Church is that 

manifestation of the heavenly vision; and no – there is not a perfect manifestation of that vision 

in the earth. But there is now the formation of a Church that shall be perfected, shall come to 

the unity of the faith, shall come to the knowledge of the Son of God. 

 

Reference: 

Ephesians 2:6,7 

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 

That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 

toward us through Christ Jesus. 

 

All of these things are spoken concerning the Church in Ephesians 4:11, “For he gave some to 

the Church…” All of these things are spoken of with regard to the Church, and there is a 

Church even now, unto whom He has given some. And those whom He has truly given the 

“some” of it: the “some” of the apostle, the “some” of the prophet, the “some” of the teacher, 

the evangelist and the pastor. The “some” of it is CHRIST HIMSELF! Summed up into One 

voice, summed up into One understanding, summed up into One ministry, summed up into One 

Covenant, summed up into One Shepherd, summed up into One Priest, summed up into One 
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priesthood for the purpose of ministering to the Church until they are fully clothed upon with 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and able to effect the ministry of the Body; able to build up the Body of 

Christ in the earth; able to bring into manifestation in the earth all that heaven is; able to 

manifest in the Church all that the Body is. 

 

Reference: 

Ephesians 1:10 

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in 

Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him. 

 

What is the Body? Ephesians 1:22-23, “The body is the fulness of Him who filleth all in all. It 

is given unto Him to be head of the Church.” That is what He is becoming now – HEAD OF 

THE CHURCH. And when He becomes Head of the Church, then the Church will become the 

manifestation of His Body, and that Body is the fulness of Him, and He is He who filleth all in 

all. The heavenly vision is beginning to descend out of heaven, and beginning to be made 

manifest. First, in the hearts of a people to the taking away of the first, and the establishing of 

that second. Then to the manifestation of nothing but that glorious second house, that Holy of 

Holies, that heaven of heavens, manifesting that fulness of Him who filleth all in all throughout 

the whole earth. I am telling you, beloved of God, we are being brought to Bethel, to the 

appearing of the Lord in divine judgment to take away the first, and a manifestation of the true 

house of God. We are being brought to Bethel. Lift up your hands and praise the Lord! Let your 

hearts rejoice in the appearing of Him. For though it may mean desolation to the first, it is 

consolation to the soul who is looking into the face of the Second Himself, and knowing that he 

is being made a manifestation of the Person of the House of the Living God. It is only in this 

that I can find any purpose of ministry. 

 

 

PURPOSE IN MINISTRY 

It is only in this that I can find any purpose in coming to any local expression. I am not coming 

there to establish the first at the expense of the second; to build up the first, or to work 

according to the traditions. No – but only in the reality of this vision are we coming, that He 

may establish Himself, that He may fill up the earth with the manifestation of Himself. We are 

coming for an appearing of Jesus Christ that will take away the first: thank God, that will take 

away the JW Lumans; that will take away the prophets of the first order, the evangelists of that 

order; and will establish Himself in a people who will begin to manifest Him, and the reality of 

Him in the earth. I can find no reason other than that for getting in my car again, or for 

spending another thousand dollars on a plane ticket. No sir. I can find no other reason for 

opening my Bible and saying, “God, speak to my heart.” If it is not to see Him in the divine 

judgment of the first and the divine appearing of the second, then I am finding no purpose in 

this earth, no purpose in ministry, no purpose in breathing another breath, if it is not for this. I 

am telling you, in your heart’s pursuit, He is gathering us unto Himself in a place called Bethel, 

and I trust that there the eyes of our understanding will be enlightened; and we will come, not 
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to know a thing, not to know a viewpoint, not to know another doctrine; but we will come to 

know THE PERSON OF HIM, and then we will begin to be the Church. Yes, we will begin to 

be the Church, the local, tangible expression of the Person of the Lord Jesus; the local, tangible 

expression of the House of the Almighty God; the local, tangible expression of the fulness of 

Him who filleth all in all. That is the Church! 

 

That is the object to which ministry is given of God in Christ Jesus. Ministry was never given 

to this thing that man has made. Ministry was never given to this religious system, but ministry 

is given to the Church for the perfecting, for the equipping, for the full clothing of the Church 

unto the edification of itself, unto the building up of the body, unto the expression of the Body 

of Christ, that fulness of Him that we have all been baptized into. Until what? Until the 

appearing of the perfect Man, measured in the age of Jesus Christ. No more children tossed to 

and fro. This is the Church. Do I believe in the Church? It is the only thing in the earth I do 

believe in! It is the only thing in the earth that I am truly married to, the only thing in the earth 

that is truly bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, the only thing in the earth that is truly my 

family. The only thing in the earth where I am truly found is the Church. That instrument is 

designed of God for the manifestation of the Body of Christ in all the earth; for they two are 

One – the Church and the Body. In truth they two are One. The Body, that house builded of 

God without hands; that House that Christ has brought us into, that heavenly mansion, that 

dwelling place, that resting place, that heaven of heavens, that Ark of the Covenant. Yes, that 

Body where He fills all in all, for the purpose of expressing that Body as the Church in all the 

earth, and manifesting as the Church, the wisdom of God even before principalities and powers. 

You see, they two are not other than One. It is just that one is to be the expression of the other. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 4:11-14 

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 

teachers; For the perfecting of the saints; for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 

body of Christ; Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we 

henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 

doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 

 

Ephesians 5:31,32 

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and 

they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the 

church. 

 

 

CHRIST APPEARS IN THE CHURCH 

I have been doing some searching in the book of Revelation, and I do believe the Lord has 

begun to open that. I never could make out the first three chapters. Then from chapter four on 
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through chapter twenty-two, I never could see how they fit together. But I do believe, by the 

grace of the Almighty God, and through the precious revealing of His Only Begotten Son, I am 

beginning to see the connection. He is revealed in the Church. The Church is His first love 

because it is the expression of all that He is. You and I are taken into Him, and He is made unto 

us all that He is. That is in the heavens, that is in the Spirit realm. But the Church is to manifest 

all of that in the earth; so we see Him appearing in the Church, in the seven-fold Church. He 

appears amidst the seven candlesticks. Now that is not to be mistaken for the golden 

candelabra. He is appearing in the midst of the Church. He is appearing as a refiner’s fire. Look 

at the appearing, either from the head down or from the feet up. It does not really matter; but 

look at that appearing. Head white, filled with the age and the wisdom, the knowledge of the 

Almighty God. Eyes of fire that consumes and burns; appearing as a refiner’s fire and as a 

fuller’s soap.  Appearing in white, in the purity of absolute holiness, with a girdle of gold; 

appearing in truth – truth and nothing but truth. Appearing with His feet of brass burned in fire: 

the walk has been judged. That which touches the earth has been judged, and judgment has 

come into the earth, and the first is no more and there is this appearing of Him. This is how He 

is appearing in the Church, and the Church is being caught up into His appearing, caught up 

from the feet to the ankles, to the loins, to the golden girdle, into the Head. The Church is being 

caught up into Him. 

  

Reference: 

Revelation 1:13-16 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment 

down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. His head and his hairs were 

white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And his feet like unto 

fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 

 

From chapters 4 –22 we see the Church being caught up. Oh no – not as it is traditionally 

taught, but caught up into Him. Throughout there you have these people appearing. They 

appear and they appear, and they appear. Every time they appear John is saying, ‘Who are 

they?’ And in every case the answer is the same, basically. “They are they who have come by 

the blood of the Lamb, they have overcome by the blood of the Lamb.” Do you remember, to 

every Church he says, “He that overcometh…” And the overcoming ones are being caught up; 

they are being caught up all along, until all that the seven-fold Church represents is caught up 

in Him, through the blood of the Lamb, through the holding not of their lives dear unto 

themselves, through the laying down of their lives, through bearing the mark of His dying, 

through the mark of the Lamb. They are being caught up into the heaven; they are being caught 

up into the Lamb, they are being united with the Lamb. All of this is through the Revelation of 

Christ in the Church. He is appearing in the Church; and as He appears in the Church, the 

Church is being caught up. Until at the very end, it is all caught up, and it is a city, and the 

Lamb is the Light, and there are no more candlesticks. There is just a city, One Candlestick you 

might say, which is a city, and One Light, which Light is the Lamb, and One glory which is the 

glory of God and is filling all the earth. All of this is in heaven to be made manifest. You see, 
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that thing then comes back into the earth. You see that Church – the Church, seven 

candlesticks, He becoming the Light of it. It is first caught up into Him, caught up into that 

realm, caught up into the heavenly view, caught up into the reality. Caught up, caught up. And 

we see as it were, that city coming out of heaven into the earth, a manifestation which the 

whole creation is waiting on. 

 

References: 

Revelation 4:1,2 

After this I looked, and behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard 

was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee 

things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit; and behold, a throne was 

set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. 

 

Revelation 2:7,11,17 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches: To him that 

overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh 

shall not be hurt of the second death.…To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 

manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man 

knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

 

Revelation 12:11 

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of their testimony; and they 

loved not their lives unto the death. 

 

Revelation 14:4 

These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which 

follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the 

firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 

 

Revelation 21:10, 11,23 

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great 

city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God; having the glory of God: and her 

light was like unto a stone most precious, even a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 

And the city has no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it; for the glory of God did 

lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

 

Revelation 21:2 

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband.  
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THE CHURCH MANIFESTING THE FULNESS OF HIM 

What is Romans 8 talking about? The whole creation is waiting on what? THE CHURCH! The 

manifestation of the sons of God. That is nothing other than the Church manifesting the fulness 

of Him. That City of God that comes out of heaven and sits upon the earth, and becomes the 

light of the nations is the Church in perfection. It is the Church caught up into Him. To every 

fragment of that seven-fold Church He says, “To him that overcometh I will give… I will 

give… I will do. Look at it. Every one of those fragments is found between chapter 4 and 22; 

every one of those fragments come to truth; everyone of those fragments are found, and who 

finds it? Who are these that have the Name written in them? Who are these who have the tree 

of life? Who are these? In every case they that overcome by the blood of the Lamb, they 

counted not their lives dear unto themselves – the overcomer, the overcomer. Do you see it? He 

is appearing in the Church. John sees Him appearing in the Church unto divine judgment, to 

take away the first and establish the second. Then he sees the result of that; the Church caught 

up into the heavens; not in the traditional sense of being caught up off of the earth, but caught 

into the heavens. Then the Church perfected, as it were, coming out of the heavens, out of that 

unseen realm, becoming a literal manifestation of Heaven, becoming a literal manifestation of 

the City in the earth, the Light of which is the Lamb of God. The Lord is just beginning to 

unfold this thing in my heart, but I tell you, what rejoices my heart is not that I understand 

every jot and tittle yet, but that what I am seeing is nothing other than HIM, and a people being 

caught up into HIM, and then a people becoming in the earth a manifestation of HIM. I am 

seeing Bethel, and Bethel is a Person manifested by His Body in the earth. Bethel is the 

Church. Do I want to see that Church manifested locally throughout the earth? Do I want to see 

Him? Do I want to lay down my life to it, and minister to it; give everything I have to it? Do I 

want to love Him? Do I want to worship Him? Do I want to serve Him? Do I love the Church? 

Do I love Him? Do I want to spend every waking minute ministering to the Church? Do I want 

to see Him manifested in all the earth to the liberation of creation? 

 

References: 

Romans 8:19,21 

For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 

glorious liberty of the children of God. 

  

 

THE EARTH TO RECEIVE THE HEAVENLY CITY 

I have always said, “Do not look at the headlines and try to figure out the heavens.” I have 

always said,” When you begin to see the heavens, the headlines will make sense. Do not look at 

national Israel and try to figure out God; but when you get a glimpse of that true City, that true 

Jerusalem then all the rest will make sense.” I have never noticed news events; I have never 

noticed such turmoil in the earth. It has always rolled off me like water off a duck’s back, but 

lately I have been noticing. My eyes have been awakened to it. I tell you, the violence, the 

unrest is not frightening me; I am understanding it in the light of what is going on in the 
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heavens. The earth must come to an end of itself. Man must come to one exasperating, absolute 

end of himself. Except that happen, heaven cannot be manifested. When the City of God is 

manifested, the nations shall be ready to turn to Her Light, the Light of which is the Lamb of 

God. Do you not know that God is doing all things simultaneously? He is not going to have a 

City ready to be manifested without having an earth ready to receive it. I do ask you not to get 

all involved in the earthly, but rather to lift up your eyes; your redemption is nigh – even in 

you! Lift them up! For the earth hath no hope except the Church manifest the Body, except the 

Church manifest The Man, except the Church manifest The Christ, except the Church manifest 

the City, except the Church manifest the heaven. The earth has no hope, so you might as well 

get ready to see it with your natural eyes; but do not meditate on it. Do not be involved in it 

other than in the manifesting of Christ in the midst of it. Do you not see that you and I are not 

going to be able to do that alone? This Gospel has to go throughout the earth, throughout the 

whole Body of Jesus Christ so that in all of the earth there will be local expressions of that 

Body; true local expressions, not religious gatherings. This Gospel has to go into every country, 

every continent, every city. This Gospel has to go throughout all the earth. Then shall the end 

come. Not a Gospel about the Kingdom, but the Gospel of the Kingdom. What is the Gospel of 

the Kingdom? Preaching the Kingdom? No! It is this declaring of the King; it is this heavenly 

vision of Him. The Kingdom is only where He is made manifest; the Kingdom is only where 

His Throne is effective, not where someone is preaching Kingdom principles. That has nothing 

to do with the Kingdom. Not where someone is saying, “Kingdom, Kingdom, Kingdom 

come…” That has nothing to do with Kingdom. 

 

References: 

Revelation 21:23,24 

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did 

lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall walk 

in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 

 

Luke 21:28 

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your 

redemption draweth nigh. 

 

Mark 16:15 

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

 

 

THY KINGDOM COME 

The Kingdom is where His Throne is established; the Kingdom is where He is being revealed; 

the Kingdom is where He is becoming Head of all things to the Church, which is His Body, the 

fulness of Him Who filleth all in all; the Kingdom is where He is being manifested, where He 

is ruling. “Thy Kingdom come in the earth.” How is it going to do that? Through THE 

CHURCH as it is in the heavens, as it is in the Body, as it is in that glorified Christ; but it must 
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be made manifest in the Kingdom. This Gospel must go throughout the earth. There must be 

local churches. There must be the Church in all the earth. Do you understand when I say, “the 

Church” I am talking about the local expressions of the Greater Body of Jesus Christ, but I am 

not talking about religious institutions. I am talking about places of congregations, I am talking 

about places of order, I am talking about places of headship and ministry. Yes! The first thing 

that constitutes this expression is that this Gospel must go throughout the earth. And I do 

appreciate that my poor, lisping, stammering tongue is enabled to declare this glorious vision in 

as many places in this earth as God will give us permission to go. It is my sole interest to see 

that which is truly the local Church is built up, made strong, established. And to see where 

there is no local Church one birthed, developed, nurtured and established. May the Lord enable 

us to discern the difference through the revelation of His Son. 

 

Reference: 

Luke 11:2 

And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be they 

name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 

 

 

LOCAL EXPRESSION 

Let us look at Genesis 28:10. This is Bethel. “And Jacob went out from Beersheba and went 

toward Haran. And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun 

was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in 

that place to sleep.” Now I want you to see some things here. “He lighted upon a certain place.” 

I believe in the local expression of this glorious truth which is Christ: of this glorious Person 

which is Christ, that He and all that He is – His Body which is the fulness of Him; that glorious 

Body of which every believer is a part, must have a local expression from place to place to 

place. He lighted upon a certain place. You say, “Brother Luman, I have not been able to find a 

place.” Then you must create one. For, where there are two or three gathered together into His 

Name… that speaks of the revelation of Jesus Christ. Do not make that just saying the name of 

Jesus, or writing some religious name across your doorpost. Where two or three are gathered 

together into His Name. See, most of the time we will come to our traditional meetings, and 

there are supposed to be a hundred there, and only twenty five show up, so the preacher gets up 

and says, “Oh well, the Lord says, Where two or three are gathered together…” That is NOT 

what that means. That verse is not an excuse for having a few people in a room. In the light of 

the Body of Christ three thousand are a few people. That verse is not an excuse for preachers to 

use because people will not come to the meeting, whether it is you or I. That is trying to say 

that there is no excuse for there not being a local expression of Christ throughout the earth. 

That is what it is saying. 

 

Reference: 

Matthew 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 
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Where two or three are gathered. That word “gathered” means gathered together. It means 

GATHERED AS ONE. Do you know who the “one” is? It is the One in whose Name you are 

gathered. Do you know how you are gathered in His Name? Do you know how you are 

gathered as One? You are gathered in the revelation of Him. Where you are gathered in the 

revelation of Him, He is there in the midst. He is made manifest, and where He is made 

manifest, there is HIS CHURCH. Yes, it must develop beyond just two or three. Yes, it must 

take on headship, it must take on ministry; but a baby must do all that. It must take on authority 

and learn and grow; but everything is essentially there when the baby is born. Where two or 

three are truly gathered together… Now do not misunderstand me here. We are getting into 

some fine areas. I am not talking about just two or three coming together in a Bible Study. No, 

I am talking about where you told me, ‘there is no place to go; there is no place where we can 

find this Word. There is no place where we can find fellowship.’ This is what I’m talking 

about. Where there are two or three who are ready to lay down their life as One; come together 

in the revelation of Jesus Christ, meaning business with God for the purpose of expressing 

Him, for the purpose of it becoming a local expression of the Divine Body of Jesus Christ in 

the earth – then, there He is found. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 1:2 

Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 

to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both 

their’s and our’s. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1 

Now we beseech you, brethren by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 

together unto him. 

 

And, if He is found in the midst, then everything that is necessary is essentially there, because 

it is found in Him. Do you understand? It is essentially there because it is found in Him. The 

Lord may have to add more building material, more stone before all that is in Christ can begin 

to be expressed; but it is essentially all there, because He is there. Then, as you give yourself to 

the learning of Him, the Lord will add. Do not get back into this thing of having membership 

drives; we are not trying to build an organization. We are to bring forth an expression of Him in 

the earth. I am not trying to tell anyone to leave where you are. I am speaking to those who 

have been telling me they can’t find a place so it has to be just Jesus and me. No it doesn’t 

because if that is the way it is, you cannot properly give Him expression. I do not care who says 

you can; according to the Scripture you cannot. It takes more than you; it takes more than me. 

There has to be more to the ministry of this Word than just me. God has to draw a many-

membered ministry together. One Voice, One Shepherd, One Word – yes, but I cannot give it 

full expression. 
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References: 

Acts 2:47 

… And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

 

Ephesians 1:10 

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in 

Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in him. 

 

Thank God He is joining together. I am aware of some of the joining going on, but I know there 

is much joining going on that I am not aware of. I just want to be part of that joining. If it is 

truly Christ, I want to be part of it. And so will every expression of Him in the earth, whether it 

is one that is just beginning with just two or three, or whether it is one that is already 

established. Those expressions will want to become part of a greater joining; they will want to 

join themselves to a greater expression. If they do not, then there is something wrong, because 

a true expression of Christ wants to become a part of a greater expression of Christ. That is how 

this thing is going to fill all the earth. “He came to a certain place.” Let me say again, I am not 

talking about two or three disgruntled sheep either. I am not talking about two or three people 

who cannot come under authority, because Jacob is getting ready to come under some 

tremendous authority here. You say, yes, but he comes under the authority of God, comes 

under the authority of the angels. But it looks to me like as a result of that, he comes under the 

authority of a father-in-law, comes under the authority of Esau, comes under the authority of 

Israel. It looks to me like he comes under the authority in the earth. Listen, if you are under 

authority, it is going to be manifested in the earth. I am not talking about two or three people 

who are mad; I am talking about where you cannot find an expression to join yourself to, but I 

am telling you there is no excuse for not having an expression. 

 

Where two or three are gathered together – not to have a Bible Study, but to become the 

Church; to become the lawful, to become the truthful, to become the faithful, to become the 

committed expression of HIM in the earth. Where two or three are truly gathered together as 

One in the revelation of Jesus Christ everything that it takes to make an expression of Him is 

essentially there, for HE is in the midst, and God will add to it such as pleases Him. Then that 

expression will become part of a larger expression. The Spirit will lead in that matter, but I tell 

you, the desire to join yourself to a greater expression of Christ is part of that which is born in 

you with the revelation of Christ. I do not care if it is a ministry or a Church. Any ministry that 

has had Christ truly revealed in it desires to join to other ministry of the same revealing of the 

same Christ. I do not care what local expression it is; if Christ is truly revealed there, that local 

expression desires to be joined to a greater expression of that same Christ. It is automatic. 
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HE TARRIED…TOOK STONES…FOR HIS PILLOWS 

He came to a place and there are three things he did in that place. He tarried there all night. 

Then, he took the stones of that place. Oh my, he took of the stones of that place, of that same 

place. What is about to be drawn together? Those of the same mind, those of the same heart, 

those of the same place. This is not out trying to steal sheep so we can add to our number. If the 

stones are not of the same place – believe me, you do not want them! They will not make a 

pillow; they will not become a resting place. He took of the stones of that place and he put them 

for his pillows, and lay down in that place for to sleep. Thirdly, he put them for his pillows. He 

laid them for the place where he was to submit his head, where he himself was to find rest in 

the greater revelation that was about to come in the appearing of Jesus Christ. We will look at 

that later, for this is under Church order and the coming together of the Church and the building 

up of Bethel. But remember in our last lesson we read in Exodus 25:40, “And look that thou 

make them after their pattern which was showed thee in the mount” And I mentioned that the 

word “showed” and “look” is the same word. It is the Hebrew word “raah” which means divine 

revelation. It does not have anything to do with seeing anything in the natural. 

 

 

CHURCH ORDER 

I want to talk now about Church order, or the order of the Church. My, of all the seminars that 

have been taught concerning Church order! Now, this is how I would diagram The Eternal Plan 

of God. 

 

 

 

                                 

                                 GOD                                              BODY 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       

 

CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, the Body is the heavenly Body, The Body that we all are. And The Church is to become 

the expression of The Body, and it will as you and I, who are in Christ, have Christ revealed in 

us and we begin to, in our own self, become the expression of the Heavenly. Then the Church 

begins to take on the expression of the Heavenly. The one is the Body which we are; the Body 
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wherein He is being revealed. The other is the expression of that Body in the earth, which is the 

Church. So if you want to know about Church order, it does you very little good to examine the 

Church. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:19-23 

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the 

working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, 

and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places. Far above all principality, and 

power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also 

in that which is to come. And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 

over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

Colossians 1:2 

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse… 

 

1 Peter 5:13 

The church that is at Bablyon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my 

son. 

 

A lot of us look in a mirror and we do not like the image that we see in the mirror. We are 

either too heavy or too skinny, have a big nose, or big feet. We do not like the reflection. The 

first thing we want to do in the natural is change the lighting of the mirror, or the position of the 

mirror. We want to work on the mirror, on the reflection. But folks, the image looks the way it 

does because that is the way you look! If the mirror says you are too heavy… it is because you 

are. If it says you are too skinny… it is because you are. If we do not like what the Church 

looks like in the earth, there is no point examining one another. We need to turn our attention to 

the heavens, because there is where Christ is revealed! 

 

 

                                              AFTER THE HEAVENLY PATTERN  

We are all caught up in Him. We are all that Body of Christ. There is where we must come. We 

must see the pattern that is in the heavens. We must see the pattern that is in the mount. There 

is no point trying to improve the mirror. We need to work on the object, and when the object is 

right, the reflection in the earth, the manifestation in the earth will be right also. But we have all 

these seminars in the earth teaching us Church order, and none of them look to that. “And look 

that thou make them after their pattern which was showed thee in the mount.” None of it is 

after the heavenly pattern. It is all just trying to improve upon an earthly way to do something. 

Church order is not having two songs, three testimonies, a sermon and an altar call. Church 

order is not having five elders, sixteen deacons, a full orchestra and people dancing in the 

aisles. Church order is not having prayer first, sermon second, singing third. That is not Church 

order. Now there is nothing wrong with having an order of service for the sake of bringing 
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some semblance of order into our gatherings as a congregation. There is nothing wrong with 

having praise and worship at a particular time, or with choosing certain songs. I would rather 

you would come with a song or a praise, come with a testimony, rather than just come and sit 

and wait for the Spirit of God to do something. I would rather you come prepared; I believe it is 

more scriptural, but that is not Church order. You can have an order of service: however it 

works for the local gathering should be the order of service. And if it works best for you to 

have five elders, more than two; then have five rather than two. But that is not graven in stone. 

Every Church does not have to have five elders and six deacons. That is not Church order. And 

if it works best for you to have a full orchestra and three hours of praise and Worship, that is 

fine also, but that may not be the order of service that works best for others. 

 

Reference: 

1 Corinthians 14:40 

Let all things be done decently and in order. 

 

It is like that with an individual believer. The essential order of your day must be CHRIST; but 

if bringing your day into a workable hourly order, an order of day, an order of service works 

better for you to have your time with the Lord, your prayer time and Bible reading before 

everyone gets out of bed at four o’clock – that’s wonderful. But it may work better for another 

brother at midnight, and yet for another brother at nine o’clock in the morning or nine at night. 

None of these things are engraven in stone. For the Spirit of the Lord moves on the whole earth 

regardless of the time, the day, the week, or the conditions there. But there is just one true 

Church order that should and must be manifested in all these other things. Regardless of your 

order of service, there must be one Church order manifested. Regardless of how many deacons 

or elders, or whether you have a plurality of elders or a pastor and an associate, there must be 

one order manifested in all of that or you do not have Church order. You may have a good 

order of service, and an order of service is essential, but do not get hung up on these things. Do 

it as it best enables you to express Christ in that place; because the whole Church, the whole of 

the Church that you are does not just revolve around one of your services anyway. You are the 

Church whether you are in that building or you are in your living room. Your relationships 

must be the same; your commitment must be the same; your love one for another must be the 

same. You do not walk in and out of a Church: YOU ARE THE CHURCH! Some have an 

order by having no order at all. It still becomes an order. So the order of service, whatever it 

may be is well and good however it serves you; because it only works where you are in the 

same building, or the same living room, or the same cave, or the same tent anyway. When you 

dismiss the service you have not dismissed the Church. You still are The Church. 

 

Reference: 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest 

the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 



 59 

LOOK… THAT WAS SHOWED 

What is the true order of the Church? That is what I am introducing to you here. “Look… that 

was showed…” There is only going to be a true Church order where there has been a looking 

and a showing. The little children in school have what is known as “Show and Tell.” Well, if 

there has not been a looking, there will not be a showing. If you have been looking in the earth, 

that is the only kind of order you have. You may have a good order of service; but when you 

dismiss the people, I am afraid in most cases you probably also dismissed the Church, and 

everyone just goes on back to their own living. No, the Church is more than that. There is a 

Church order that must be manifested whether the Church is gathered in a building, or whether 

the Church is dismissed in individual homes, or walking down the street, or whatever. There is 

a Church order. That is what I am interested in. The rest of it is not all that complicated. We try 

to make it complicated because we try to become a production rather than a manifestation; but 

it is not all that complicated. But Church order is essential, and there is much to this order, so I 

am just introducing it in this lesson; but I want to tell you that true Church order comes from 

the mount. It is revealed to you in the Mount of God. This old order is in Sinai, but the new 

order in Zion. And who is it that appears in Zion? Who is it that is the pattern in Zion, the 

mediator? Who is it that is revealed? It is the LORD HIMSELF. It is CHRIST. 

 

References: 

Philippians 2:15 

That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God without rebuke, in the midst of a 

crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world. 

 

Psalms 2:6 

Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 

 

Hebrews 12:22 

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 

and to an innumerable company of angels. 

 

Revelation 14:1 

And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four 

thousand, having his Father’s name written in their foreheads. 

 

 

THE ORDER IS CHRIST 

He is going to be the order of the ministry of the Church. He is going to be the order of the 

gathering of the Church. He is going to be the order of the living of the Church. He is going to 

be the order of the ministries of the Church as well as the ministry set in the Church. He is 

going to be the order of it, or it is out of order. The only way you know Him is to look in the 

Mount. The word “look” here, and the word “showed” refer to divine revelation throughout the 

scriptures. When God said to Moses, “Tell them stand still and see the salvation of the Lord”, 
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the word “see” is the same word here. When God spoke to Abraham and said, “To a land that I 

will show thee”, the word “show is the same word as these words here. The Lord said, “Lift up 

thine eyes”, and it refers to the same thing that is spoken of here. Only through divine 

revelation, and that happens not to be some revealed “something”; that means the revelation of 

The Son. That which was showed to you in the mountain; not what was revealed to you behind 

the mountain. ‘Well, I got this under a peach basket’. You’d better throw it away! Only what is 

revealed of Christ. There is only one thing He is going to show you in the mountain. There is 

only one order He is going to show you in the mountain; and that order is summed up in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

The Church is to be the manifestation of Him. He is the order of the Church. Until you 

understand the heavenly, you cannot function properly as the earthly. I mean by that, the 

heavenly as the Body of Christ; the earthly as the Church. Not earthY, but that which is 

manifested on the earth. The latter, that is the Church, is valid only when it is an expression of 

the former, that is the heavenly: because essentially both are One. 

 

 

WHAT CONSTITUTES CHURCH ORDER 

Now we go back to Genesis. I want to show you briefly, this order. Genesis 28. I want to show 

you three things here that constitute the Church and Church order. These three things must be 

in order. Now there is more to it, but these three elements are essential. What then, is the 

Church? Number one: The Church is a rock.. Number two: The Church is a vision. “Without a 

vision, My people perish.” That vision has to be formed in the earth. Number three: The 

Church is a Man. Notice this: he gathered up stones. But look at verse 22, “And this stone 

which I have set for a pillar.” Stones becoming a stone: the gathering of stones, the stones of 

that place, stones becoming a stone. See, the Church is not a bunch of stones: the Church is 

stones gathered together as A STONE. The Church is not just a bunch of people; The Church is 

two or three, or two or three thousand, or two or three hundred; but the Church is that which is 

gathered together as One in the revelation of One, for the manifestation of One. The Church 

essentially is ONE. 

 

References: 

Proverbs 29:18 

Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. 

 

Ephesians 1:10 

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in 

Christ, both which are in the heaven, and which are on earth; even in him. 

 

Ephesians 2:6 

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

 



 61 

If that order is not established, then what you have is a religious gathering. What you have is a 

poor reflection of Christ in the earth, and you do not need to work on the reflection, you need to 

go to the mountain and see the vision. You do not need to improve the reflection by working on 

the reflection. ‘Well, we need a bigger building. We need a better piano player. We need a 

better song leader. We need a praise and worship team.’ You maybe could use all of these 

things, but none of these constitute a Church or Church order. All of those things may be 

essential to a ministry that God puts in your hands. They may be essential to ministry, but they 

do not form the founding of the Church. They are not foundational material. They themselves 

will not improve the order. 

 

 

A ROCK…A VISION…A MAN 

The first thing the Church has to be is a stone, a rock. We are going to find that the rock is the 

foundation upon which all things are built. We will see that in the next lesson. The rock: that 

rock is the foundation. Secondly, the Church is a vision. “And he dreamed, and behold a ladder 

set upon the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and behold the angels of God ascending 

and descending on it.” Verse 16, “And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the 

Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.” The vision has to do with the coming together; the 

result of the vision is the coming together. Wherever there is a true stone, there will be a true 

vision. Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my church.” The Church is to be built up in the 

revelation of Himself. He can only build on a stone. Thirdly, the Church is a Man. “And 

behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the 

God of Isaac; the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed.” Verse 17, “He 

was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! This is none other but the house of God, and 

this is the gate of heaven. And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he 

had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.” 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 3:11 

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 

Matthew 16:16-18 

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus 

answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou Simon Barjona; for flesh and blood hath not 

revealed it unto thee, but my father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art 

Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 

it. 

 

The order of the Church is A ROCK, A VISION, A MAN. We will look at this as the Lord 

enables us to look. The Church is to become the expression of the heavenly in the earth; but 

there is an order to building the Church. The order is established in the heavens, and manifested 

in the earth. We call it THE CHURCH. 
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Reference: 

2 Thessalonians 1:1 

Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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LESSON 4 – THE BODY OF CHRIST, WHOSE HOUSE WE ARE 

 

 

WHAT A GLORIOUS GOSPEL 

It is a joy to share with you this glorious Gospel, which before the foundation of the world was 

found, conceived, brought forth in the heart of God our Father, personalized in the form of His 

own Son, and is now being revealed by His very own Spirit. What a Gospel! A Gospel that 

finds us in the very Eternal heart and thought of God, projected in Christ Jesus; to be found in 

Christ Jesus through the glorious Work of Salvation. Redemption whereby we are brought 

through His death and His burial into the glories of His resurrection, wherein we now walk, not 

by sight, but by faith. Oh, that God would give to us by His Spirit the understanding that it is 

not I, but Christ who lives in me. And not only that: we as believers being found in Him; the 

realization of being in Him – joined to Him, One Spirit, One Body, coming into One Mind, the 

very transformation of our soul through God revealing His Eternal Word in us, even that 

Eternal Word which is Christ Himself. Bringing forth through this tremendous working of the 

Holy Spirit, that is, the revealing of The Son: bringing forth One New Man, the fulness of 

which is Christ; conforming every part of that New Man, every member into the very image of 

that Man, that Man which is Christ, that it may be in the end as God so declared it from the 

beginning. What a Gospel! 

 

 

TO THOSE WHO SEEK TO KNOW HIM 

What a glorious Gospel which is a mystery to the natural mind. It is absolutely confusion to the 

carnal mind. But to those who seek to know Him it is truth, it is love, it is joy unspeakable, it is 

all things spiritual, it is all things Life. To those who desire to know Him, it is not simple, and 

yet it is simplicity itself; profound in that only the Holy Spirit can reveal such a glorious 

Gospel. It is profound in that measure. But to those who are learning Christ, it is no longer a 

mystery, no longer a secret, but a glorious awakening, a glorious dawning of a new day, a 

glorious journey into the faith of the Son of God, a glorious realization of our union, our 

relationship to our Father in the person of His Son, being revealed in us now by the Holy Spirit. 

As we look around, there is no other reason to exist. Certainly the Scripture declares that. 

Certainly the Spirit is now voicing that in our hearts; that our reason to exist is the existence 

itself. Let me explain that. My very existence is CHRIST. Therefore, the reason to exist is 

Christ. You see, the reason to live is the Life itself. The reason to exist is the existing. Christ is 

our Life. We live and move and have our being in Him. That is existence. And, the reason for 

that living, that existing, that 

 

 moving, that being is to grow up into Him, that we may become the very manifestation of Him 

in heaven and earth, and in ages to come. So I am telling you that the reason for living is the 

Living itself. To declare this Life is the purpose of ministry. 
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References: 

1 Corinthians 2:14 

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto 

him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

 

Colossians 1:26,27 

Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made 

manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

Acts 17:28 

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, 

For we are also his offspring. 

 

Ephesians 4:15 

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ. 

 

To me it is the purpose for having a natural body. To me it is the purpose for having a voice, a 

sound that I can make, sound waves that can be recorded. To me the very purpose of it is not to 

tell stories; it is to declare this glorious Gospel which is Christ. I am finding it all in Him. There 

I am finding you: not as you were born of your mother or bred of your father. No, I am finding 

you as YOU ARE IN CHRIST JESUS. I am finding you as you are through death, burial and 

resurrection. I am finding you as you are in Him. I am finding you in the measure that He is 

made unto you all things. There in Christ I am finding you, and there I am loving you, I am 

knowing you, I am desiring you, and as I learn Him – I know you, and I know no more of you 

than I know of Him. And that is frightening sometimes, because the relationships that we have 

with one another are an exact mirror of our knowing Him. Now I know there are many who 

back up at that and say, “no, no”, but it is true anyway; and if you search the Scriptures, you 

will come to the stark fact that it is true, and perhaps many of us, as we should, will fall on our 

face and begin to repent because of our relationship with one another while we go on singing 

“Oh, how I Love Jesus!” 

 

Reference: 

2 Corinthians 5:16 

Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after 

the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 

 

 

REALIZATION OF THE HOUSE WE ARE 

May God deal with us during these days, and may He deal with our hearts on this lesson. May 

He deal with my heart as I share this, and may He deal with your heart as you receive it as more 
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than a lesson, but as the very message that is coming out of the heart of God into me, and 

coming out from the heart of God into you. We are dealing with the truth of our journey in 

Christ from Gilgal to Bethel. God is bringing us to Bethel to a realization of the House of God, 

which House we are. That is primarily what I want to look at. I am telling you, the dealings of 

God right now are with His House. Now, I know we all think God is dealing with someone 

else; but He is not. The judgment of the Lord – and that word “judgment” means 

“discernment”. The discernment of the Lord is now beginning in His House. It is not just at the 

door knocking, it is now beginning in His House. The judgment of the Lord, which is the 

Person of the Lord Jesus Christ; the judgment of the Lord is the Person of His Son, and that 

judgment has entered in through that door. He has entered in through the door of His House, 

and He now stands inside the door of His House with the perfect intention and predestined plan 

and purpose and assurance of filling up all of His House and becoming judgment, becoming 

discernment. That discernment, that judgment divides between the old and the new, the living 

and the dead, the flesh and the Spirit, to the doing away with the one and the establishment of 

the other. That judgment is to fill all of His House with the appearing of Himself, that His very 

House may become the manifestation of His appearing in all the earth. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 3:6 

But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and 

the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

 

1 Peter 4:17 

For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, 

what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

 

Hebrews 10:9 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish 

the second. 

 

 

GOD IS DEALING WITH HIS HOUSE 

Now, if you will go into the Word of God and read the Scripture with an unbiased mind, asking 

“Holy Spirit, teach me here”, you will see this glorious appearing, and the purpose of it from 

the very beginning of the Book to the last of it, and throughout all the Book. Nothing else is 

declared, because the dealings of God finally are coming to bear upon those who are united 

with Him in the Person of His Son. God is now dealing with His House. I think that I have seen 

this as never before in the days of Noah. Much of that time, in fact the center of that time, the 

forty days of that time are days of the most severe testing that you and I could experience; in 

fact beyond our imagination – testings that come as a result of the appearing of the Lord as 

rain, testings that come as a result of this message of Christ permeating the earth. But the 

testings are coming up upon the Ark and those that are in the Ark. All of these testings. The 
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coming of this message in all of the earth; the appearing of the Lord is raining in all of the earth 

and is doing away with the earthly. It is not testing it: it is doing away with the earthly; doing 

away with the earthly minded, doing away with the first man. But what is being tested is that 

which is in the Ark; that which shall at the end of the test, come forth in the newness of Christ. 

What is in the Ark is what is being tested. 

 

References: 

Matthew 224:37 

But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

 

Hebrews 11:7 

By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark 

to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 

righteousness which is by faith. 

 

Genesis 7:12,17,23 

And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, 

and it was lift up above the earth. 

And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, 

and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from 

the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark 

 

Relationships are being tested, Brother and Sister. Some of us, like Noah, are finding ourselves 

standing, very possibly, in the bottom of the Ark, up to our eyebrows in human dung. That is 

the dung of the animals, even the creeping and crawling things, that are with us in the Ark. And 

many of us are about ready to kick out the window and jump out into the rain, which would just 

destroy us because we are only kept in the Ark. Any part of you that sticks out of the Ark – the 

appearance of Christ is going to do away with. You do not want to jump out into the storm and 

make it on your own, and on the raft of your own righteousness. You will be just carried away 

with the flood. Hear what the Holy Spirit is trying to say to the Church and particularly to you 

and I who are trying to work out relations in Christ. Those relations are killing, and those 

relations stink sometimes, but that is part of the test: to abide in the Ark, even though you find 

yourself standing knee deep, and waist deep, and eyebrow deep in all the waste materials. 

 

I am telling you that there is a work going on in the Ark that the mind cannot conceive because 

it is dark in the Ark. There is no natural light in the Ark, just as in the Ark of the Covenant, and 

the chamber of the Holy of Holies, there is no natural light. The only light is in His appearing. 

Many of us who are in the Ark of His appearing are still trying to see each other after the flesh 

rather than in the understanding of one another in Christ. We are still looking at things, and 

issues, rather than looking at Christ; and seeking to know one another in Christ; knowing that 

the thing that I see of you in the flesh is probably the very thing that God in the appearing of 
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His Son is taking out of you right now. But, if I continue to look at you in the flesh, I am 

allowing myself to be taken out. I am gong to be alienated by the very thing that God is taking 

out of you, rather than being established by the very Christ that God is now revealing in you. I 

am telling you that He is working on His House, He is working in His House, and as the rain 

falls on the outside, there is a tremendous testing going on in the inside, in the darkness of the 

chamber of God, in the darkness of the Holy of Holies while we await the full appearing of 

Him in His glory. 

   

References: 

Genesis 8:1,6 

And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the 

ark; and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged. 

And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he 

had made. 

 

1 Corinthians 4:5 

Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 

hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts; and then shall 

every man have praise of God. 

 

 

WAIT UNTIL THE LORD APPEARS 

Let us learn to judge nothing in that time of darkness, certainly not one another’s flesh, and be 

alienated in our affections one from another. Let us learn in that darkness to wait until the Lord 

appears, that all things be judged in the appearing of the Lord. But I know in that darkness we 

are as Paul in 1 Corinthians 4, all of us standing there in the darkness, not able to find anything 

wrong with ourselves. We are the only right one there: but everything is wrong with the other 

guy. Paul says, “I know nothing against myself, but I am not hereby justified. It is the Lord 

who judges me, therefore judge nothing until the time, until the Lord appears.” In His 

appearing the hidden things of my heart will be ripped out, brought out, burned up, done away, 

and I will see you in a new light. I will see you in the light of the appearing of Christ in me, and 

I will judge then only as I have been judged. I am telling you that there is a tremendous work 

going on in the House of God. And part of that work is God bringing you and I into the 

realization that we are in His House. 

 

I do not know where Noah thought he was. He probably thought he was in the belly of Hell; 

that’s where Jonah thought he was. But, where we are is in the Holy of Holies, waiting for His 

perfect appearing. And the test is, will we wait for His appearing, or will we get a saw and cut 

out through the side, kick out the window before the time, take off the cover before the glory of 

God is ready to appear. Will we get out? Or will we wait and allow God to solidify our 

relationships in the perfect appearing of His Son, or will we break relationships that were meant 

to bring us to His appearing, and in breaking those relationships, fail to come to that appearing. 
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We would fail to come to what God is bringing us to; fail to stand the work that He is seeking 

to do in us; miss His glorious appearing, and just go off in the mediocrity of our own 

understanding, in our own little ministry, in our own little world, in our own little 

righteousness, and miss the great and glorious appearing of Christ in His House simply because 

we cannot stand the test of the darkness, the test of the forty days. Moses faced the same test; 

Elijah faced the same test. Everyone who has ever seen Him faced the same test. Jesus faced 

the same test. In that darkness, every sorry thing that is to be seen will be seen but those are the 

very things God is dealing with, and shall remove in the brightness of His appearing, so you 

should not be removed until He appears. And when He appears it is those things that will be 

removed, and our relationships will be solidified. When it is time for the cover to come off, you 

and I will not walk in our self-righteousness. There will come forth a New Creation 

manifesting Christ in the earth. 

 

References: 

Jonah 2:1,2 

Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish’s belly, And said, I cried by reason of 

mine affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou 

heardest my voice. 

 

Genesis 8:13b, 15-17 

… and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and behold, the face of the ground 

was dry. 

And God spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy 

sons’ wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both 

of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may 

breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. 

 

 

THE MARK OF THE NEW CREATION 

And the first thing they did was build an altar, and offer of the clean animals. We need to 

understand what has happened there. The clean has died for the unclean. The One has died for 

the all. That New Creation coming out into the earth is giving testimony of that; that we are 

only clean because He is clean. We are only clean because the clean was offered for the filthy. 

The mark of the New Creation is THE CROSS; the mark of the New Creation is the realization 

that I am not worthy, He is worthy; I am not clean, He is clean. The mark of the New Creation 

is that it is not me and it is not you, but our realizing that we are dead, crucified with Him. The 

mark of the New Creation is you and I realizing that it is not I, but Christ. That is the altar that 

was built by Noah, and that is the sacrifice that was offered, and that is the beginning of the 

realization of the New Creation that is to fill up all the earth. Noah, his kind, was a type of all 

of that, but in Christ that very thing is being worked out by the Holy Spirit. It is not a New 

Creation starting out in the judgments of self-righteousness, but a New Creation walking in 

what they preach. If you preach the Cross, for God’s sake, walk in it. If you preach a death, a 



 69 

burial and a resurrection, then embrace it in your own life. You and I who are ministering this 

Word are going to have to be partakers of it, even though it means death to everything that I 

hold dear and near and precious, and the remaining of nothing but Christ Himself and my 

learning that He is the only thing near, dear and precious. And then I am able to embrace you in 

Him, and in the knowledge and understanding of Him in the assurance that even that which 

remains in us that is not Him shall be destroyed in the fulness of His appearing. In the end we 

shall stand in the earth a manifestation of Him, bearing in ourselves this mark: the mark of The 

Cross which is typified by that altar that Noah and that sacrifice that he gave, bearing this mark 

in the earth: “It is not I, it is Christ who liveth in me”; knowing each other in that judgment, 

and filling the earth with that perfect judgment.  

 

References: 

Genesis 8:20 

And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord: and took of every clean beast, and of every clean 

fowl, and offered burnt-offering on the altar. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:14 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 

all dead. 

 

Galatians 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 

himself for me. 

 

Colossians 3:11 

Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, 

bond nor free; but Christ is all, and in all. 

 

 

AWAKEN OUT OF OUR SLEEP 

Turn to Genesis 28:16, “And Jacob awakened out of his sleep…” When are we going to 

awaken out of our sleep? “Arise! Christ shall give thee light!” The Apostle says in the New 

Testament, “That we be not as those who are asleep in the day and miss His appearing, as those 

whose appearing comes as a thief in the night because they dwell in the night.” No, but that we 

be as those who are awake in the day, and are walking in the light of the day, even the light as 

He is in the light. “Awake and He shall give thee light.” Jacob awakened out of his sleep; and I 

ask again, dear Church, when will you and I awaken out of our sleep? When will He be our 

awakening? When shall we begin to walk in the light as He is in the light, and throw away our 

little flashlights with which we examine one another? I am around some of the brethren 

sometimes, and you rather feel like you have been to a doctor’s office, and he gets out his little 

penlight, tells you to open your mouth, shines it down your throat and says ‘Ah-ha!’ When will 
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we just throw our flashlights away? They only give us tunnel vision anyway. When will we get 

rid of our candles? They only cast shadows upon one another anyway. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 5:14 

Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give 

thee light. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:2,4-6 

For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the 

children of light, and the children of the day; we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 

Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  

 

1 John 1:7 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  

 

I would rather just be in the dark, waiting for the glorious appearing of Him Who gives us a 

panoramic view of the whole, and casts no shadow in His glorious appearing, because He is 

coming from everywhere at once. He is appearing in the midst. Why is He appearing in the 

midst? Because that is where He is! You cannot find Him with your flashlight, and your candle 

is not strong enough. He is the glory of God, and only as the Father reveals His glory, the 

Person of His glory, the Christ of His glory; only then is His House filled with His glory, which 

House you are. You are designed to be filled, not with flashlights – everyone examining the 

walls, shining them in each other’s eyes. We have our little candles with our little flickering 

images and our little flickering shadows which most of us hide in our own self-righteousness. 

We are the House of the Living God, and we are to be filled with the glorious appearing of the 

Son. We are to be filled with the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, and we are to walk 

in that discernment; not in any other discernment, but in that discernment. We are to be judging 

one another only as those who are judged of the Lord, therefore we become a judgment of the 

Lord one to another. 

 

References: 

James 1:17 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

 

Revelation 1:13 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment 

down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 
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1 Kings 8:10,11 

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the 

house of the Lord, So that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for the 

glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord. 

 

 

BASIS OF OUR FELLOWSHIP 

In the midst of His judgment the mark that I bear is that it is not I, but Christ Who liveth in me. 

And the realization that joins me to you is the realization that it is not you, but Christ Who lives 

in you also. Yes, we are going to know Him in levels of maturity that are different one from 

another, but our fellowship is not, and must not be based upon levels of maturity, but upon The 

Christ Who is being revealed. Do you understand this? Then we are able to minister to one 

another, increasing each other’s level of maturity. But if our basis of fellowship is a level of 

maturity, then we are going to begin to divide ourselves one from another, based upon who we 

think is mature and those who are more immature, but who really in the end is to say who that 

is? I think that all of our judgments are based upon a rather immature understanding of Christ. 

If I know Him at all, I am only beginning to know Him. This is a realization that has been made 

true in me very recently. So, why should I stand and seek to have fellowship with brethren 

based upon maturity, rather than based upon THE CHRIST HIMSELF? Do not worry; you will 

find those who are speaking in your realm that you can have fellowship with possibly more 

than others; but when we begin to just seek to make my maturity the basis of fellowship, then 

whether I am mature or not (I probably think I am) there are a lot of brethren I am going to 

alienate in whom Christ dwells. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 4:13 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 

man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 

 

1 John 1:3 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with 

us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

 

I am finding that it is better to be able to make the basis of fellowship the indwelling Christ. If 

that is not the basis of fellowship, then there is no fellowship. If  a brother wants to fellowship 

with me based upon a doctrine, then we have no fellowship. If a brother wants to fellowship 

with me based upon a thing, then we have no fellowship. But if a brother wants to fellowship 

with me based upon the indwelling Christ, then what right do I have to establish levels of 

maturity? I receive that brother based upon his desire to know Christ and my desire to know 

Christ, and we will find fellowship in the knowing of Christ. And if one of us ends up 

ministering to the other as the more mature, then so be it. But the purpose is not to remain the 

more mature; the purpose is to bring one another into the fulness of maturity. So you see, if we 
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base our fellowship upon degrees of maturity, then we are going to destroy our fellowship as 

we minister to one another, bringing ourselves into a fulness of maturity. No, our basis is in 

learning Christ. If that is the basis of our fellowship, then we shall never destroy that basis, 

because we shall always be learning Him, and always be knowing Him. And even in knowing 

as we are known, we shall always be walking in the knowing of Him. 

 

We need to learn what it means to be the House of God. It means we are the place of His 

appearing, and that our fellowship must be in His appearing; and that our judgments of one 

another must be in the light of His appearing; and that our waiting in Him must be until He 

appears, not until we get tired of one another – but until HE APPEARS. Not until we are able 

to find fault with one another – but until HE APPEARS. Not until we sit as judges adjudicating 

some mature and some not mature, but until HE APPEARS. I am not telling you that there are 

not levels of maturity; I am telling you that those must not be stairsteps, stepping stones, 

foundational stones to fellowship. No, but rather the basis of ministry to one another while the 

fellowship of the Son is ever being formed in our hearts in the glorious light of His appearing. 

Let us make nothing a basis of fellowship other than a knowing of Him. He told Peter, ‘This is 

the rock upon which I will build My church.’ He was speaking of knowing Him; He was 

speaking of that revelation of Him that can only be given of the Father. This is the foundation. 

We are looking at what is the Church. It is a Rock, it is a Vision, it is a Man. That is the 

foundation of ministry. It is the foundation of the building of the Church; it is the foundation of 

the ministry of the Church; it is the foundation of the relationship of the Church – that 

foundation of knowing Him. 

 

References: 

Matthew 16:16-18 

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus 

answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona; for flesh and blood hath not 

revealed it unto thee, but my Father, which is in heaven. And I say also unto you, That thou art 

Peter, and upon this rock will I build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 

it.  

 

Philippians 3:10 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 

being made conformable unto his death. 

 

 

I KNEW NOT 

We are looking at you and I coming to the realization that we are the House of God. Genesis 

28:16 – Jacob awakened out of a sleep, and what was it that he realized? “Surely the Lord is in 

this place and I knew it not.” I was too busy looking at you. “ Surely the Lord is in this place 

and I knew it not”; I was too busy finding fault with you. “Surely the Lord is in this place and I 

knew it not”; I was too busy trying to find out who was the more mature. “Surely the Lord is in 
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this place and I knew it not.” The whole focus comes to me. I KNEW NOT. Not YOU knew 

not – but I knew not. You see, if we ever come to the judgment of His appearing, forever the 

judgment is then in us and to us, and what we will do is manifest to others the judgment by 

which we have and by which we are being judged. We will manifest an ongoing judgment to 

others. They will see a man being judged. They will see a man under judgment. They will see a 

man manifesting that judgment in the earth and in his relationships with others. They will see a 

man in whom Christ is appearing. They will see a man who is awakened out of his sleep, and 

has been faced with the first realization of the House of God: THE LORD LIVES IN THIS 

PLACE. You and I must come to understand that it is not me who lives here. It is not my 

house: THE LORD LIVES HERE. The Lord is in the midst of this house, the Lord is in the 

midst of this thing. Maybe we have not seen Him perfectly, but He is there. The Lord is there, 

and the first realization of Jacob is that “The Lord is in this place and I knew it not.” 

 

What an awesome realization to come to! I have been criticizing this place, judging this place. I 

refused to identify with this place. All the time the Lord was there and I knew it not! I am 

realizing that the Lord is in this place and I knew it not. Look where Jacob was. Look at the 

vision. “The Lord stood above it.” What are you and I? We are the House of God. For what 

purpose? For the purpose of God revealing His Son in us. The Lord may stand above it. When 

the Lord stands above the House, He is above everything in the House: He is above every 

problem, every issue, every hurt, every one, every name. Oh, that we would grow up into Him 

Who is the Head, even Christ! He is above all things. He must be above our issues. The 

purpose of this House is His appearing. We make issues; we fill up the house with issues, rather 

than His appearing, that He become above all things. The answer is not you and I sitting down 

together until we can come to an agreement on issues. That is not the answer. The answer is 

you and I falling on our face and seeing Him Who is above all things. That is the answer. When 

our basis of fellowship is learning Him, our fellowship is unbreakable. When our union is in 

knowing Him, our union cannot be disrupted. Every issue I have He will fulfil it, swallow it up. 

He will either fulfil it or do away with it in His appearing – every issue that is in me. And as He 

is appearing in you, issues will either be fulfilled or done away with. And in the end of the 

thing, it is just His appearing in you and I, and we, standing in Him, transformed in that 

appearing that we may become the manifestation of that appearing in the earth. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 4:15 

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ. 

 

Ephesians 1:20,21 

Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right 

hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 

and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come. 
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Colossians 1:17,18 

And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the body, the 

church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he might have the 

preeminence. 

 

 

HE HAS SEEN THE LORD 

“Behold the Lord stood above it.” See, that is what he has seen. He woke up and said, “The 

Lord is in this place and I knew it not.” But what has he seen to make him aware of that? He 

has seen the Lord! Verse 12: “He dreamed a dream, and behold a ladder set up on the earth and 

the top of it reached to the heaven, and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on 

it.” We are not ready to deal with the ladder yet, but look: “And behold the Lord stood above it 

and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac, and the land whereon 

thou liest to thee I will give it and to thy seed.” Then he begins to speak and talk about the east 

and the north and the west and the south. He shows him a new creation made up of the very 

seed of the Living God. “And the Lord stands above it.” Then he awakens out of his sleep; he 

awakens in the vision of the Lord. The Lord awakens him. Arise, Christ shall give thee light, 

and then ye shall walk in the understanding of the vision. You will walk in the understanding of 

the revelation of Jesus Christ. You will walk in the light as He is in the light. And the first thing 

we will realize is: “The Lord is in this place, The Lord is in the midst of this place.” What is the 

House of God? It is where the Lord dwells. The House is where God lives. Christ is in the 

midst. 

 

I want us to see the awakening of Jacob. He awoke in an understanding. He awoke in a light 

that he did not have before. He awoke in a light and understanding that said that he was 

ignorant. “The Lord was in this place and I knew it not.” And he was afraid and said, “How 

dreadful is this place.” I want to tell you, you do not stand in the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

When God reveals His Son in you, you who are the House of God (because that is the only 

place He reveals His Son); He reveals His Son where He is, and His Son is in His House, which 

House we are: but when God reveals His Son in you, you do not stand there in your piety. You 

do not stand there and show Him your latest book, or give Him an album of your latest tapes. 

You do not stand there in your self-righteousness. When God reveals His Son in you there is an 

understanding that goes beyond the word “awesome”; goes beyond the word “dreadful, goes 

beyond any of those words, goes beyond all of that. It is like an atomic bomb going off inside 

of you; it is like you being filled up with radiation. It is like x-ray vision. Every cell in your 

body, every molecule in your bone structure is brought to light. Every thought in your heart, 

every intent in your mind, your very present condition is revealed in the light of His appearing. 

It is an awesome thing, and there is no one that will glory there but the Lord. That is the 

appearing that He is readying His House for. That appearing will come in your gross darkness. 

You are not going to find Him with your flashlight: put it up.  
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You are not going to shed light on Him with your candles: put them out and throw them away. 

Fall on your face in the gross darkness of the place where He has brought us and cry out from 

the very depth of our soul, “God in heaven, REVEAL THY SON IN THIS PLACE. Thou has 

brought us to this place and He is here, and we knew it not, so we sought to base our 

relationships on issues.” 

 

References: 

Ezekiel 1:28 

… This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell 

upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake. 

 

Revelation 1:17 

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto 

me, Fear not; I am the first and the last. 

 

 

See, we pride ourselves that we are past traditional doctrines, but we are not past issues, are 

we? We are not past labeling one another. We are not past judgments concerning judgments, 

are we? We are not past hearing a brother is cast down and he empties his heart to us, and we 

judge him as being critical and immature, and not worthy to be identified with. We are not past 

that yet. Another brother shows his absolute ignorance in our midst, and rather than loving him 

and ministering Christ to him, we discard him as an ignorant brother. We are not past that yet, 

are we? We are not past letting most anything that comes along divide us, because we all really 

think that we have our own little ministry and we can really do it ourselves. “So-and-So’s 

Ministries” We all think we have that, don’t we? We make that our own instead of  the uniting 

of ourselves in Him. We all think we have our own little ministries and we can just go on and 

do God’s will without one another. We really think we can do that – violating every principle 

in the Body of Christ; violating every part of the Finished Work, totally ignorant of the absolute 

truth of death, burial and resurrection, and we really think we can go right along preaching it. 

 

 

OUR FELLOWSHIP IS BASED ON HIM 

God help us, pastors, teachers, prophets, evangelists, apostles! The Lord is in this place and we 

knew it not, so we based our fellowship on everything BUT Him; even on things about Him, 

even on maturity factors. How subtle the flesh is! We have sought to embrace one another in 

everything but just in the desire to know Him, and walk with each other in fellowship as long 

as there is a desire in our hearts to know Him; because when we cease knowing Him, we cease 

walking in fellowship anyway. We don’t have to try. We may  have all the same doctrines, we 

may agree on every issue. Yet if one of us, or both of us, or three of us is not knowing Him, 

there is no fellowship. We are just fooling ourselves.  
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We can agree on everything: we can sit down and try to agree on stupid insignificant things, but 

I’m telling you, we do not need to sit down. We need to lay on our face until we see Jesus, 

either together or separate, because it does not make any difference whether we lay in the same 

room or separate rooms. It makes a difference if we see the same Jesus. Lord, deal with us! 

 

THE LORD DEALING WITH HIS HOUSE 

I am telling you, He is dealing. He is dealing with His House. I know He is dealing with His 

House because He is dealing with me, and I am part of that House. He does not deal with just 

part of it, and not deal with the rest of it. So, I know He is dealing with His House. I am having 

to confess that the Lord is in this place and I knew it not. I am having to confess that, if a 

brother is seeking to know Him, I must embrace him in his seeking. If there is no seeking there 

to know the Lord, I do not have to worry about it, because there is no fellowship, and no basis 

of fellowship. But God help me if I create a basis of fellowship on my own. God help me, if in 

my own heart I create a basis of fellowship other than knowing Christ, and alienate a brother 

from me who really in his heart is seeking to know Christ, but I do not think he is mature 

enough. God help me because I have created a division in a House that must not be divided. 

“And he was afraid…” And we will have reason to be afraid! We have reason to be fearful; and 

I am not talking about some ungodly spirit of fear. We need to understand that we are the 

House of God and not the house of Adam. We are the House of God and not the house of JW, 

and that God lives in this place. I do not live here and you do not live here; GOD lives here. 

When I try to live here, I pollute the house. And if any man pollute the House of God, if any 

man defile the House of God, him shall God defile. If any man seek to destroy the House of 

God, him shall God destroy. How do I pollute this House? When I try to live in it; when I bring 

my judgment into it. You and I are the House: He lives in His own House. Verse 17: “This is 

none other but the house of God and this is the gate of heaven.” 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 3:17 

If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, 

which temple ye are. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:13 

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 

 

2 Corinthians 6:16 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living 

God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. 
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THE NEW CREATION 

Do you know what I believe about the cherubim that was placed at the east end of the Garden 

of Eden? I believe we can easily see that garden transferred over, and it ceases to be a garden. It 

becomes a city over in Revelation. That city has twelve gates, but it is just one gate: because it 

is a twelve-fold gate, just like it is a foursquare, twelve-fold, foursquare city. We won’t go into 

all of that, but that guarding that gate was cherubim with a flaming sword. The flaming sword 

can be nothing else but the Word of God, the purifying, ever flaming, ever sharp, ever dividing, 

ever judging Word of God. It is placed in the hand of cherubim. Cherubim always represents 

New Creation. Jacob looks and says, “ This is the house of God and this is the gate of heaven.” 

How do you enter into heaven? You enter into Heaven through the door. You enter into heaven 

into the House of God, and the cherubim guarded the gate. The cherubim are seen again at the 

Ark of the Covenant. The cherubim are seen again in the heavens. The cherubim represent the 

New Creation. You can only come into this House as a New Creature, a New Creation. Nothing 

of the old creation can come through this gate, this door; the door which is Christ Himself, The 

Word of God. And there is a judgment given to this New Creation Man. The Word of God is 

that judgment given and it turns every way, in Him, out from Him, through Him. It turns every 

way, and it spares nothing of the old.  There is only one judgment that can fill heaven, and that 

judgment is, “It is not I, but Christ who lives here.” There is one judgment that can remain, and 

that judgment is, “All things are new. Behold old things are passed away, All things are new.” 

That judgment has to come into our hearts. We have to understand that we are not the old; but 

by Him, in Him, through Him we are the new. We have no life of our own, and no basis of 

judgment except Christ. That is the sword that is in the hand of the cherubim, and the cherubim 

represents a New Creation that has been judged and that stands in judgment, and that will allow 

nothing to enter into that city except it come through that same judgment: NOT I, BUT 

CHRIST. What a judgment is filling the House of God! 

 

References: 

Genesis 3:24 

So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a 

flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

 

Exodus 25:22 

And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from 

between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will 

give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel. 

 

Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 

even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner 

of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
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2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 

things are become new. 

 

 

JUDGMENT WORKED IN YOU AND ME 

You can read this in the last three chapters of Revelation, particularly the last two chapters. 

That judgment is now being worked in you and me. I am telling you, God is doing a work in 

His House. Do not break and run; do not jump out the window; do not take off the cover until 

the time; do not kick off the cover and reveal yourself. Wait until He appears in your darkness, 

does away with your darkness, appears in His glory, sets up His judgment in you. Then you can 

take the cover off. Then a New Creation will come out. So, Jacob is being awakened into a 

realization of Bethel. First: “THE LORD IS IN THIS PLACE.” Second, “I KNEW IT NOT”. 

Third, “THIS IS A DREADFUL PLACE.”  This is an awesome place. No man can stand up 

and glory in this place. Every man bows; every man falls on his face. No flesh glories here in 

the personal, manifest presence of the Lord. This is a dreadful place, this is a careful place. 

Fourth: “THIS IS NONE OTHER BUT GOD’S HOUSE.” Fifth: “THIS IS THE GATE TO 

HEAVEN.” This is where the cherubim, this is where the New Creation stands, judged of God. 

This is where judgment is delivered unto them as a sharp, flaming sword. They shall keep the 

gateway and nothing shall enter here except it come in by this same judgment, “Not I, but 

Christ.” He is seeking to work this judgment in my heart even now, and I trust He is seeking to 

work it in yours. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 1:29 

That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

 

Isaiah 6:5 

Then said I, woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 

the midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, and the Lord of hosts. 

 

I want to walk with someone in judgment. I am not even seeking a level of maturity. If it is a 

newborn babe, I want to walk with someone who is learning “It is not I, but Christ”. Not 

necessarily has learned, not trying to find what level they have. No. I am about weary with 

many who think they have learned, yet are finding areas to judge one another that has nothing 

to do with knowing Christ. God is bringing together a priesthood. Sometimes I get exasperated, 

and all that does is let me know that I cannot bring a priesthood together, and except I be 

judged, I cannot be a part of the one that God is bringing together. But the most I can do is be a 

part. I can be judged and be a part; but there is a desire in my heart to walk with other brethren, 

other ministry who are being judged. Not trying to find how far along the judgment is, but just 

to enjoy the judgment; just to walk with others who are knowing “It is not I, but Christ.” 

Knowing that as we walk together, there are things that are going to be brought to light, 
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brought to surface that are going to stink, be putrefying, and just remain in the judgment; 

knowing that the judgment shall take care even of these things, and that these things shall not 

remain in the judgment. It is not that these things will not remain in this brother that I am 

walking with when God has fully judged him. It is that these things will not remain when God 

has fully judged ME. I know we all think we have seen Him, but we are only beginning to see 

Him, because He has just, as it were, stepped through the door. The Judge is appearing. We are 

going to awake; we are waking and walking. 

 

“Surely the Lord is in this place.” Let us follow along with that. 1 Corinthians 10:1-4, 

“Moreover, brethren I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under 

the cloud, and passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 

sea, and did all eat that same spiritual meat, and did all drink that same spiritual drink for they 

drank of that spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ.” I would not have you 

ignorant, brethren. We are all in that same rock and can only be built upon that same rock. 

Verse 9, “Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted Him and were destroyed of 

the serpents. Neither murmur ye as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the 

destroyer. Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples, and were written for our 

admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore, let him that think he 

standeth take heed lest he fall.” Verse 16, “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 

communion of the body of Christ? For we being many are one bread, and one body; for we are 

all partakers of that one bread.” Now Hebrews 2, “But we see Jesus, who was made a little 

lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour, that He by the 

grace of God should taste death for every man. For it became Him for whom are all things, and 

by whom are  all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their 

salvation perfect through sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are 

all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren.” 

 

 

BRINGING MANY SONS UNTO GLORY 

If He is not ashamed to call us brethren, why are we ashamed to call each other brethren? 

Could it be that we do not truly understand His death, His burial, His resurrection? We who 

think that we are preachers of it – could it be that we have made an experience that we had 

twenty years ago, or five or two, an experience we had, rather than a TRUTH THAT WE ARE 

EXPERIENCING? “ But we see Jesus made lower…” Made like us; made like every filthy 

thing. Made like us for what? For death. For the suffering of death. That He might do what? 

That out of all of that, out from among it He might bring many sons unto glory in Himself. That 

He may bring sons into union with the Everlasting Father in Himself, that the Holy Spirit can 

come and reveal that union in them; the union which is Christ; because our only union with the 

Everlasting Father is the Eternal Son Himself. Having completed that to the degree that He that 

sanctifieth is one with those whom He has sanctified, and therefore being one with them, He is 

not ashamed to call them brethren. Could it be that we do not yet understand our oneness with 

one another IN HIM, and we are therefore ashamed of one another, and alienate one another 
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thinking we are doing the Body a favor? And all we are doing is the Body great harm. Could it 

be that He is here and we do not know it? Could it be that some of us have not yet awakened in 

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God? We are just preachers of things we do not really 

know much about. 

 

References: 

John 14:6 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 

by me. 

 

John 17:3 

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 

thou hast sent. 

 

I am not trying to examine you. I am asking the Father to examine me. I cannot examine me: I 

will just find me right. I am asking the Father to reveal His Son in me. I am asking Him to 

come into this place of gross darkness. I am asking Him to come into this place where He 

brought me that is grossly dark, a place where my flashlight is only giving me tunnel vision. I 

am asking Him to come into this place in the Person of His Son. I am asking Him to reveal His 

Son, that in the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ I might 

begin to walk in the light of His appearing, and come to understand that the Lord is in this 

place. 

 

Reference: 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give 

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 

                               

UNDERSTANDING THE LORD IS IN THIS PLACE 

Peter had to come to understand that. Turn to Acts 10. Peter is the one of whom Jesus said, 

“Flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto you, but My Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 

16:16-18) Now Peter had seen something about Jesus: that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of 

God. Jesus said, “Upon this foundation I will build my church.” Upon what foundation? The 

foundation given of Me, given by My Father. Not just the statement that Peter made; because 

Peter a few days later denied the Lord. Yes, he came back and repented and was restored of the 

Lord, but the fact is, just what he saw did not constitute the foundation. For the foundation that 

Jesus speaks of is the KNOWLEDGE that the Father shall give of Him; what Paul calls “the 

revelation of Jesus Christ”. Paul says “it pleased God to reveal His Son in me.” The Son was 

not revealed in Peter, but to Peter God gave an understanding with regard to Jesus: that He is 

the Christ, the Son of the Living God. And Jesus said, “Thou are Peter”, which means “a little 

rock”, which also means he had a little vision, a little understanding. But there is a greater 
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understanding. It is based upon the Son. And it is also given of the Father. But it is an expanded 

view of Him beyond that which Peter had. 

 

References: 

Matthew 26: 74,75 

Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock 

crew. And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, 

thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. 

 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his 

grace, To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach him, immediately I conferred not with flesh 

and blood. 

 

But now, here in Acts, Peter is brought to the foundation, because he is not only here shown 

that Jesus is the Christ, he is about to see the Christ that Jesus is. He is about to see the same 

Christ that Paul saw when he was caught up into the third heaven. He is about to see the same 

Christ that Paul saw when God revealed His Son in him and enabled him to see the believers of 

all ages raised up together, seated together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. He is about to see 

what Paul saw: that in Christ there is neither bond nor free, male nor female, Jew nor Greek, 

pig, horse, snake, cow or butterfly. He is about to see all things made one in Christ. He is about 

to see the Christ that Jesus is, the Christ that Jesus became, the Jesus that The Son is. One filled 

with many, many who are all the One, and it is going to change him in his relationship. Oh, it is 

not perfected here, as we find Paul instructing him a little later on; but then you look into the 

epistles of Peter, and you see the writings of a man who understands the revelation of Jesus 

Christ, and he understands the Church as it is in Christ Jesus. And it all began on top of this 

house. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 12:2,4 

I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether 

out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven… How 

that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a 

man to utter. 

 

Ephesians 2:6 

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

 

Galatians 2:14 

But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto 

Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do 

the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? 
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1 Peter 2:5 

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

 

In Acts 10:10, “And he became very hungry and would have eaten.” Many are very hungry. 

We are one bread. Many are hungry and would eat, but they will not eat because they have not 

understood that we are all one bread. They are still seeing things that they will not eat of, that 

they will not partake of, that they cannot identify with. Now I am not talking about eating 

something that is not Christ. I am not talking about any old thing that comes down the pike. I 

am talking about brethren who are hungry; and yet in the judgmental attitude toward one 

another we will not receive Christ from one another. You have a spirit in you that can judge 

what is Christ and what is not Christ, if you would quit judging one another. But he fell into a 

trance, just like Jacob did, and he is going to see the same thing Jacob saw. God only has one 

vision to show you, and that is of HIS SON. He has only one revelation to bring forth in the 

midst of you and that is of His Son. To Jacob it is one thing, but it was The Son. Here to Peter 

another thing, and yet it is The Son. “I saw heaven open…” There is only One revealed when 

heaven is opened, and that is The Son. “And a certain vessel descending unto him like a great 

sheet knit at the four corners.” The four corners speak of a New Creation, a creation coming 

down out of heaven let down to the earth. Here is the New Jerusalem descending; here is the 

City of God descending. Here is the Body of Christ descending. Here is Christ being revealed 

right out of heaven. “…wherein were all manner of four footed beasts of the earth, and wild 

beasts, and creeping things and fouls of the air, and a voice came to him and said, rise, Peter, 

kill and eat. And Peter said, Not so Lord, for I have never eaten any common or unclean thing. 

The voice said to him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, call thou not common. 

This was done thrice, and the vessel received up again unto heaven.” 

 

References: 

Matthew 3:16,17 

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water; and lo, the heavens 

were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, lighting upon him; 

And lo a voice from heaven saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

 

Revelation 21:2 

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. 

 

 

CLEANSED OF CHRIST 

Do you understand that what God was showing Peter here was something that had been 

cleansed of Christ, but in the natural still looked unclean; still was living in an earthly shell, an 

earthly body, still was being transformed in the heavens to become a manifestation in the earth? 

Do you understand that what God was showing him here was THE CHURCH. When seen in 
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the natural it still looks like it always did; but when seen by the Spirit, is seen as being 

cleansed. The word “common” means something that is owned by a number of people. This is 

not common; this is owned by One. It is One Body, One House. It belongs to God, It is His 

House, His Body. “Peter, do not call Me unclean. I died, I rose again. I was buried and came 

forth from among the dead. I brought this forth in Me. I am made unto this. All this needs is 

judgment to come into it. And Peter, when judgment comes in unto you, you will not see four 

footed things and creeping things and fowls of the air, but you will see what came out of the 

Ark. You will see the clean for the unclean. You will see the Jew and the Greek having been 

made one at the Cross, but now both standing neither Jew nor Greek, but One Creation in 

Christ Jesus. And your judgment will not be in the flesh but in the Spirit, because I am the 

cleansing of My House and all that which is caught up in Me, I am cleansing it; that it may 

descend into the earth fully cleansed, even as I am made unto it, that it may be made unto the 

earth such as I am. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 5:26,27 

That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might 

present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing: but that it 

should be holy and without blemish. 

 

Ephesians 2:15 

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 

ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace 

 

1 John 4:17 

Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as 

he is, so are we in this world. 

 

1 Peter 1:15 

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation. 

 

Peter, I am showing My House to you. Be not afraid to connect yourself to My House. Be not 

afraid to identify with what I have shown you. Go and declare to them more perfectly the 

Gospel, that they may come forth in the fulness of Me. And call not unclean what I have 

cleansed, and neither call common what I have joined unto Myself.” Folks, this is a serious 

thing, but this is something that we learn following Him to Bethel. He is going to keep us in 

this city until we understand, until we come to a vision of the House of God; the House of God 

that He is, the House of God that we are in Him; and we understand that the principle purpose 

of the House of the Lord is the dwelling place of the Lord, and the principle ministry of the 

Holy Spirit is to reveal Him, that you and I who did not know He was here will begin to walk 

in the understanding of His ever present personal presence, and personal appearing; so that we 

will be judged in His judgment, in His appearing to the point that we will become such an 
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appearing, such a manifestation in all the earth. But the judgment must first take place in us. 

You and I must awaken out of our sleep and come to the understanding, “The Lord is in this 

place and I knew it not.” He is here, and this is an awesome place. This is the House of God. 

This is the gate of heaven. May the Lord reveal His Son in us, and in that revelation may we 

find Christ-centered relationship one with another, and being joined one to another in deed, in 

ministry, in essence, in growth may we begin to be a ministry of Him in all the earth. 

 

John 16:13,14 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 

speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things 

to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine and shall shew it unto you. 
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LESSON 5 – BETHEL, THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST 

 

 

We are not speaking of the academic structure of a religion; not the academic memorization of 

rules or regulations, or things related to belief; but that you and I can actually enjoy – moment 

by moment a living relationship and can grow in a living realization of a union with Christ in 

that we are His very own Body. This is not the expression of a religion, but the expression of a 

Person. There are a lot of believers who have not come to understand that yet. In their 

understanding, Christianity to them is a religion: the only religion, the right religion, the good 

religion – but just a religion, none the less. They will argue and fight with one another, go on 

tv, and march up and down with all their signs, and jump on the Muslims and Buddhists and 

tell them they are all going to “bust Hell wide open”. But in their hearts what they have is a 

religion. They are ready to die for it, defend it, go to war for it, but it is still a religion. Isn’t that 

a shame? And I am talking about precious, spirit-filled people who have been brought into 

something much greater than they understand. They have been brought into a LIVING 

RELATIONSHIP that is by and large just ignored. 

 

 

THE QUEST OF YOUR HEART 

“How shall we escape, if we neglect…” Have you ever looked at that word “neglect”? It means 

“fail to give full attention to; fail to set as our only viewpoint; fail to grow up into.” That 

applies to a lot of believers today. “Fail to make the quest of our very heart.” That is a good 

one. How shall we escape if we fail to make the absolute quest of our heart so Great Salvation? 

That puts it in a little different light, doesn’t it? Most of us have not got as the absolute, 

supreme, center, central quest of our heart moment-by-moment relationship with Him, 

moment-by-moment seeking Him, moment-by-moment knowing Him. Now, that quest of your 

heart business can be translated by Paul “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 

which are above… set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 

3:1,2) That is the quest of your heart. That does not mean you give occasional thought to it, like 

on Sunday morning at 9:00. That does not mean you give occasional thought to it like when a 

loved one is in the hospital. Or when Jehovah’s Witness comes to the door. That is not what it 

is talking about. It means the undying, 24 hour quest of your heart. It makes no difference if 

you are washing dishes or driving a truck; the quest of your heart is to KNOW HIM. The quest 

of your heart is to understand – not brain wise, but heart wise, inner man wise this union with 

Him, the coming of understanding of this branch grafted into this Vine, that it may produce 

fruit, not of itself but of the Vine; this quest to know Him, to grow up in Him, that is not 

dimmed by the years, even by the years of preaching, even by the years of ministry; that at the 

end of the years of your ministry even the cry of your heart is, “Oh that I may know Him, oh 

that I may be found in Him, oh that I may be progressively involved in the fellowship of His 

sufferings, oh that I may comprehend that for which I am comprehended”. That is the quest of 

your heart. 
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References: 

Hebrews 2:3 

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by 

the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 

 

Philippians 3:10 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 

being made conformable unto his death. 

 

I am glad that I am not part of a religion today; glad that I am part of the glorious Body of 

Christ of which He is Head. That is what I want to share with you – The indisputable 

HEADSHIP OF CHRIST. The Spirit of the Lord is developing within me a realization of The 

Headship of Christ, and as that realization begins to expand in my heart it brings everything it 

finds into submission to itself. It is beginning to bring thoughts and plans and purposes and 

ministries and feelings into submission to itself. As His Headship is expanded in me, it is 

expanding in the Word. As it is expanding in the Word, it is expanding – expanding, ever 

expanding beyond me, and I am finding that I am caught up in the Headship of Christ. It is 

something that just now is particularly being dealt with of the Spirit of God who teaches 

comparing spiritual things with spiritual. The Spirit of God teaches comparing that which is 

Christ with all that is Christ; teaches setting as the standard that which is spiritual, comparing 

all spiritual things with that one standard. That is how the Holy Spirit teaches. 

 

References: 

Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 

that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:13 

Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the 

Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT TEACHES 

He teaches by revealing Christ in you and then He starts gathering everything of spiritual 

significance into that one revelation. He reveals CHRIST IN YOU, and then He starts dealing 

with that spiritual thing called “righteousness.” Pretty soon He has that all gathered together in 

Christ and you come to a glorious awareness that Christ is the righteousness of God in you. He 

reveals Christ in you, and then He starts dealing with that spiritual thing called “love” and 

“joy” and “peace” and “kingdom” and “sonship” and this and that, and He begins to gather 

them all up. And soon they all find their place as the increase of the Son of God; not as 

something separate from Him, not as some spiritual teaching in itself, not as some spiritual 

acquisition in itself. But He gathers it all up, and He brings it to its full potential, and brings it 
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to its full being in the Person of The Son. So that to you, righteousness is The Son. Well, it is a 

little more than that in that it is The Son being formed in you; but the Son is still righteousness 

and holiness, and suddenly, it is not the learning or the quest after the truths of Sonship; but just 

to know The Son, and Sonship becomes a manner of Life. That is how the Holy Spirit teaches. 

So that is what He is doing in my heart, in my life – in me with regard to this business of  

Headship. And I want to share something along this line with you. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:10 

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in 

Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 

sanctification, and redemption. 

  

A diagram may help. We’ll draw a series of circles, a small circle and put CHRIST in it, 

because we are going to enlarge that circle. Christ is the center of all of this. He is not only the 

central being, central person, central theme, central word; He is the absolute center of all God 

has planned, purposed, desired or shall ever have. Christ is the center of it, but He also is the 

circumference of it. By circumference of it I mean that He is the ultimate increase of it. If it 

starts with Christ, ultimately it is just the increase of Christ. It never changes; it never becomes 

something else, for He is the same yesterday, today and forever. He is always and forever 

coming. He Who is, was, and is ever coming… is ever coming! If it is Christ it has to be that 

way. If you start trying to put it in dispensations, you come up with something less than Christ. 

If you start trying to put it in separate little teachings concerning spiritual things you come up 

with something less than Christ. The Lord knows we have done that. We have come up with 

Kingdom preachers, Deeper Life preachers, Sonship preachers, and Tongues preachers. And in 

every case, we have made it something less than Christ, because anything other than Christ is 

automatically less than Christ. So in your inner circle is CHRIST. 

 

References: 

Colossians 1:16,17 

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy day, or of the new 

moon, or of the sabbath days; Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 

 

Hebrews 2:10 

For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons 

unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

 

Hebrews 13:8 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 
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Revelation 1:8 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, 

and which is to come, the Almighty. 

 

Draw a circle around “CHRIST” and put “believer”, because that is the first expression of His 

Headship – not the last, but the first. Then around that put another circle and put “Body”, 

“Church”. That is His Body which finds its manifestation in the earth as Church. 

 

 

                                                             

 

 

BODY 

 

BELIEVER 

 

                                                           

CHRIST 

 

 

 

                                                         

CHURCH 

  

 

 

Do you understand the difference between those two terms – Body and Church? Body is that 

which we are. Church is that vehicle in the earth through which we manifest that which we are 

– HIS BODY. Therefore the order of the Church is the order of the Body. “Church universal” is 

actually “Body”, because there is no teaching in the Bible of “Church universal”. There is a 

universal Body and a local church. You are not going to get out of having to somewhere lay 

down your life for Jesus if you stay within the Scriptural confines of the Word. You say, ‘I 

serve the universal church”. No, you are part of that whole Body of Christ; you have to serve 

Him somewhere locally The Church is that local expression of that Whole Body which Christ 

is. We must understand that as we sit here today we are representative of the whole Body of 

Jesus Christ. It only remains to be seen whether we are a good representation or a sorry one; 

but we are a representation, because we are His Body. Unfortunately we do not realize these 

things. 
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YOU ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST 

We say we “come to Church” to be spiritual or we do this or that, or what would you do if 

Jesus came to spend some time with you? All of these silly little slogans and songs and things 

we have learned all of our lives! Like it is different when Jesus “comes to spend some time 

with you”. My Lord – HE DWELLS IN YOU! It is like when you say “go to Church”. YOU 

ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST 24 HOURS A DAY! You are the Body of Christ in your 

bathroom! What do you mean it is different when you “go to Church”? What I am telling you 

and I is that because of who we are by virtue of Who He is made unto us, we are His Body, and 

you are that Body. A good one, a sorry one, a big one, a little one. It does not make any 

difference, but that is what you are. What an effect that would have on us if we were walking 

continually in the realization of that; if that was continually known - ‘Here I am in this place 

representing all that He is.’ Not manifesting all that He is, but representing all that He is. As to 

whether I manifest Him, that is another question, but I stand there representing Him. And when 

we are gathered together, we are many times that single representation. We are representing 

that which He is. And all of this is by virtue of His Headship. 

 

References: 

Matthew 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

 

John 14:20, 23 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words; and my Father 

will love him, and we will come unto him, and made our abode with him. 

 

 

HIS HEADSHIP IS ESTABLISHED 

I am beginning to see that His Headship is an established thing. We can go about ignorantly, 

but it does not change a thing. His Headship is established. I am either a poor representative of 

it or not; but His Headship is eternally established. We think that maybe because our heart is 

not in something at the moment that God’s heart is not in it either. We think we can step out of 

character for just a few minutes – since I am not “in church” now. But YOU ARE IN CHRIST 

ALWAYS! That is an established thing! His Headship is established. His Headship sums all of 

that up. As to what of Him you are manifesting, that may be in question, but His Headship is 

not in question. And the fact is, that the Church is the only earthly representation of the Body 

of Christ, which is the fulness of Him. That is not in question. Now, what kind of 

representation the Church is may be brought into question, but there is no other representation. 

“Well, I will just go out and do it myself.” No you won’t! Not in the true teaching of Headship, 

because you cannot. So beyond the “Church” circle you can draw another and put “kingdom”; 

beyond that another circle with “universe”, and another with “ages to come, ages without end, 

eternity.” It just goes into infinity, and of everything – HE IS THE HEAD! Everything that 

ever was and ever shall be, HE is Head. There is no exhausting of Him, and there is no 
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exhausting of that which is to be brought into the order and become the glory of that Headship. 

There is no end to it. He is the beginning and the end. You cannot confine Him in any one of 

these circles. 

 

AGES TO COME 

 

UNIVERSE 

 

KINGDOM 

 

BODY 

 

BELIEVER 

 

                                                                   CHRIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGES WITHOUT END 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference: 

Ephesians 3:10 

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by 

the church the manifold wisdom of God. 

 

So, if you have based your life or your ministry on teaching one of these circles, you have 

greatly limited Christ. There are people right now today who will accept Him in one of these 

circles, or two of these circles. There are those today, Spirit-filled people, who have come to 

realize at least somewhat of the indwelling Christ, that Christ is in the believer and that they are 

a son of God, and their whole viewpoint therefore on the Gospel is one of “Sonship” – a bunch 

of “little Jesuses” running around. That does not hold true in the Word of God, because the 
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Father is not after a bunch of “little Jesuses”. He is not after a bunch of anything. He is after the 

expression of that One Son, that One established Head of all things. There is not any one of 

these circles that can do that. There is not one of these circles that can fulfil that, and yet, one 

leads to another. They are all summed up in Him. We want to make steps out of them and they 

are not. They are all just summed up in Him. You may find yourself (and will in the end) 

functioning in all of these circles if you in the end are standing as a manifestation of Him. 

 

But we have some that say, “I do not need the Church. I do not need the Body of Christ. I do 

not need the Pastor.” Well, you might as well say, “I do not need to eat. I do not need to sleep, I 

do not need to breathe”, because all of those things are the function of a body. “Well, what am 

I?” You are what makes up the body. “Well, outside of that, what am I?” You are nothing! You 

are rather useless outside of that. You are like my finger if I cut it off and tossed it out there in 

the middle of the floor. It would be rather useless. Now we could go on and on, but what I want 

to do is to emphasize HIS HEADSHIP; not what part you and I are understanding; not what 

part you and I are manifesting, but HIS HEADSHIP, which must come to be formed in us, and 

in so doing shall begin to be manifested through us. It is HIS Headship. It is not me becoming 

head of anything, or you becoming head of anything. It is HIS HEADSHIP being manifest in 

all things. Perhaps this will mean something to you if you will just take it and hold it until it 

needs to be applied. I am seeing so many points of theology, and so many things that people 

have gone out on, so many groups that have been established on one thing or another; all of 

which just missed HIS Headship. And all of that just became an end in themselves, and died, 

missing His Headship, ceasing to become an expression of Him. 

 

Reference: 

Colossians 2:18,19 

Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshiping of angels, 

intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, And not 

holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, 

and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

 

 

THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THE PREEMINENCE 

Now, turn to Colossians. There is a tremendous order to these verses, which is as it should be, 

it is a letter. Colossians 1:15, “Who is the image of the invisible God…” The word “image” 

means exactness. It is different than when it is used sometimes in the Old Testament when it 

can refer to an idol. It is an exactness: not a mere representation. “Who is the image of the 

invisible God, the firstborn of every creature.” These Scriptures are important. “For by Him 

were all things created that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 

they be thrones or dominions or principalities or powers, all things were created by Him and for 

Him. He is before all things and by Him all things hold together (consist).” He is the 

consistency of it. “By Him all things hold together, and He is the head of the body, the 

church…” The proper translation says, “For He is the beginning.” “Who is the beginning…” 
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Why is He the head of the body, the church? In that He is the beginning. “The firstborn from 

among the dead, that in all things He might have the preeminence.” Now, notice this verse 

again. “And He is the head of the body, the church, in that He is the beginning, the firstborn 

from among the dead…” Being worked out in what purpose? For what reason is this so? “That 

in all things…” Not just some things – “That in all things He might have the preeminence…” 

 

Now I am quick to tell you, this is going to first take place in your individual life, but it is not 

just talking about all things in my life: it is talking about ALL THINGS. So, where does that 

put the things in my life? They just become insignificant. Right now they are probably the 

biggest things we have to deal with – things in my life. Oh, I get tired of things in my life, don’t 

you? Right now, most of us are in that arena. That is the arena of battle for us, trying to just 

make Him Head. Well see, you do not make Him Head over all things in my life: HE IS HEAD 

OVER ALL THINGS – PERIOD! In every area that has been suggested above, and more than 

that, He is Head of the Body – with what purpose in view? We must get a hold of this; you are 

involved in this. Head of the Body, Head of His Own Body which He hath brought forth in His 

Own Resurrection – with what purpose in view? With what purpose does He have a Body? 

With what purpose is He Head of His Body? With what purpose in view? That He might have 

the preeminence in all things – period! Yes, that starts in you! 

 

Back to the diagram. He is first in you. That is the first area. There is where you are going to 

encounter His Headship. Right there in your marriage, in your job, in your finances, in your 

vacation plans, in your child-rearing plans; right there in your relationship with others – all 

others, any others, every other. Right there! I am telling you, that is where you are going to face 

it.  Now, we are presenting Christ as the all encompassing Christ that He is. In some cases 

people say, ‘Well, Brother Luman, why don’t you preach Christ “where we are?” We would 

like you to come back next time and preach “where we are.”’Where you are, or where you 

think you are? I am preaching where you are! You are IN HIM! That is where I am preaching. 

Now, where you THINK you are… I refuse to preach, because I will not add to the lie. And 

that is being kind. I will not add to the lie that was hatched in the heart of the usurper, in the 

heart of the great adversary from his beginning, that he would bring things down beneath him, 

that he would bring the things of God down beneath him. In his heart, to rise above actually 

translates “to bring down beneath”. You have to search the Scriptures to find that out, but that 

is his idea of ascending above the throne of the Most High. His idea is that of bringing the 

whole thing down beneath him. I will not operate in that arena. That is NOT where I am in 

Him. That is NOT where I am IN CHRIST. That is NOT where I can operate: I cannot speak 

there, I cannot preach there, because that is NOT where I live. It is NOT where you live either, 

except maybe in the imagination of our hearts. We think we are there, but  that is when 

Headship has to be established. 

 

References: 

John 14:20 

At that day you shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 



 93 

Isaiah 14:12-14 

How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down to the 

ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into 

heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the 

congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be 

like the most High. 

 

 

YOU ARE WHERE HE IS 

Immediately, when His Headship is established in you, you come to realize you are where He 

is. These things are automatic. There are so many things we preach as teachings that are 

actually automatic if we only see Him. You do not really have to persuade someone that they 

are in heavenly places. What must take place is that there be an inward revealing of The Son, 

and they come into a relationship with Him. They will automatically, by that same Spirit, 

understand they are where He is. Then they will identify that as a Scripture teaching, and the 

Scripture will identify that; it will agree with what they are understanding by the Lord. Then 

they will say, “Look, here it is. I understand it now.” But we read it and try to understand it 

without ever having in our hearts experienced it. That is very difficult to do: impossible to do. 

You say, “Well, we are all in Heavenly places.” How do you know?  “Because I read that in my 

Bible.” No, you are not in Heavenly places because you read it in you Bible. You are in 

Heavenly places because that is where Christ has brought you in Himself. Only an inner 

revealing of Him can establish that understanding in your heart. Then you will agree with what 

the Scripture says. Then the Scripture will mean something to you. It will be a testifying of 

Him. It will be a living testimony to you because it will be an authenticating of that which the 

Spirit is birthing in your heart, and the Scripture gives you a means of expressing it, a means of 

verbalizing it, a means of substantiating it – that which the Spirit is birthing in you. 

 

References: 

Colossians 3:1 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 

right hand of God. 

 

Ephesians 2:6 

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

 

John 5:39 

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are they which testify 

of me. 

 

So, it is not that we need to teach all of these realizations. We must teach HIM, and bring the 

Church into a union with Him, into an acquaintance with Him, a realization, the revelation of 

Him. And so many of these things that we are trying to teach will become automatic 
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realizations, when He is established in you as Head. WHERE HEAD IS – BODY IS. Suddenly 

you will begin to see yourself in this relationship. And all of these little problems that we are 

having, “trying to make Jesus Head over my family”, will be taken care of. “Trying to make 

Jesus Head over my body.” I am not mocking or trying to make fun, but we are a people who 

are trying to make, trying to make, because we do not understand what IS. The Holy Spirit 

comes to reveal the truth of what is. Now, I am obviously speaking to those who are born 

again, those who are in Christ, those in whom Christ does dwell; but yet in their childishness, 

do not understand Headship. The whole thing, in that He is Head: the whole purpose of the 

ministry of the Holy Spirit is to authenticate that, to reveal that, to establish that. It is not 

“make” that so, but reveal that which IS SO. “You shall know the truth…” Well all truth is in 

the Head – it is all there! 

 

References: 

John 8:31,32 

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 

disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

 

Ephesians 4:20,21 

But ye have not so learned Christ, If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by 

him, as the truth is in Jesus. 

 

 

CHRIST REVEALED AS THE HEAD 

So it is the revealing, the establishing of the Head. What I am telling you is that when He is 

established as Head any place, He is then Head EVERY PLACE. When God reveals His Son in 

me, who did He reveal? He revealed THE HEAD. He revealed the Head of all creation, the 

firstborn among many brethren, first from among the dead, image of the invisible God. He 

revealed the Head. See, all of that is summed up in the Head. Look up the word “Head”. All of 

that is summed up in the Head. What is His name? The Head. The Head of what? The Head of 

EVERYTHING! There is nothing that He is not the Head of! What happened when His 

Headship is established in you? Then He is the Head. The Head of what? The Head of 

everything! Not just what is in you. Once the Head is revealed, once the Head is established, 

He is Who He is, what He is, wherever He is. Suddenly then, you find automatics taking place 

in your life. When the Head is established in me, I cannot resist functioning as His Body. Why? 

Because He is not just the Head of one circle, He is Head of ALL of the circles. It sets things in 

order, and the natural order of things will be worked out in me. 

 

References: 

Revelation 3:14 

And unto the angel of the church of the Ladoiceans write: these things saith the Amen, the 

faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God. 
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Hebrews 1:6 

And again, when he bringeth the firstbegotten into the world, and he saith, And let all the 

angels of God worship him. 

 

Romans 8:29 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

Hebrews 12:23 

(But ye are come….) To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in 

heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect. 

 

 

I have a problem. In dealing with believers around the world, I have come across sweet, 

precious people from time to time, but they are resisting the Headship of Christ. They are 

claiming Salvation, sanctification, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the revelation of Jesus 

Christ, Sonship – all of these wonderful things. But, they are resisting the Head. They do not 

function as His Body, in a Body, with a Body. In fact, their understanding is: ‘I do not need 

anybody. It is just Jesus and me.’ That is NOT the order of Headship. I understand that when 

the Head is truly revealed in you, that order cannot remain there. So my problem with them is 

that they are saying all these things with regard to relationship to Him and their life is being 

lived in total violation of it. I see sweet, loving, good people who speak in tongues and love 

God; but I do not see the order of The Head there. Something is lacking, something is missing. 

Something yet needs to be established in that member so that members will begin to manifest 

the order of the Head, and you cannot do it as an individualistically spirited member. You do it 

individually, but you do it individually as an expression of the Body you are. Automatically 

that will find its outworking in you gathering together with people of like precious faith, laying 

down your life for the purpose of establishing His order in the earth – the order of the Head. It 

is automatic. So many of the things that we spend time dealing with and teaching and having to 

write articles about, would be totally unnecessary with the revealing of the Head. It would be 

totally unnecessary with the establishing of the Head. So many of the things that we try to get 

the saints of God to do, would be a manner of Life with the revealing of the Head. And then 

this would be with the other circles: dealing with the Body, etc. See, it becomes the same effort. 

 

References: 

Matthew 6:10 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

 

Hebrews 10:24,25                                       

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and good works; Not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another; and so 

much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
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THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE HEAD 

In one local expression, we might be trying to get members to function together as One Body. 

We think, ‘Oh God, if you would just reveal Your Son in everyone, establish Thy Head in 

everyone, then these people would just function as One.” That is true, but you take that a step 

further and you face the same problem all over, and that is trying to get this Church and that 

Church to flow together like you want these individual members to. His Headship is a never-

ending Headship. But, it has to begin. It cannot be preached and talked about. It has to begin. It 

has to be established IN YOU. But when it is, then HE IS HEAD OF EVERYTHING! From 

the time God revealed His Son in me, I understood I must join myself to a people of this 

revealing. I must join myself to a people of this understanding. Why? See, these terms 

“understanding”, “revealing”, “truth” all relate to the Head, and you find yourself joining up to 

Him, and joining up to that which is Him. I must do this. I must lay down my life there. I never 

remember living any differently since God revealed His Son in me, but it just began to expand. 

So it was just an automatic thing with me that I began to do that with other ministry also, 

because I realize I do not constitute the sole characteristic of the Head of ministry. That is the 

understanding of The Head in me. 

 

References: 

1 Peter 1:1 

Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious 

faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

2 John 1 

The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth: and not I only, but also 

all they that have known the truth. 

 

Therefore, I must be joined together, because my desire is that the Head be made manifest, that 

the Head have a voice. I really do not care whether Brother Luman has a voice or not. My 

desire is that the Head have a voice, and no one ministry can possibly constitute the voice of 

the Head; and yet, voices do not constitute that either. It has to be a joining in the 

understanding of the Head, but there has to be a joining. It is not just getting a bunch of 

preachers together. That is not what we need. It is not just getting a bunch of people together 

and calling it a local assembly. That is not what we need. It is not getting a bunch of churches 

together and calling it a fellowship. That is not what we need. But a linking up with Him – that 

is what you need here. I may not know you well, but I do know that your basic need here is a 

linking up with Him. That every joint, every member, every supply begins to supply the 

increase of the Head through the linking up with Him. I know that is what we must see in 

ministry: not just preachers getting together to preach conferences and try out sermons, but a 

linking up with Him. Then they come together and they are One Voice. And it is not building 

other denominations, and more fellowships, and getting Churches all signed up. No – it is a 

linking up with Him, then we finally begin to have a true expression OF HIM in the earth. No 

one local Church can give that any more than any one local believer can. Yet, it is not just a 
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bunch of churches. That is not what we are after. Not another “denomination”, but a linking up 

with Him, something that is true, something that is going to be an expression of the Head. How 

is all of that going to be? First by the Head being established in me! We have been dealing with 

what is Bethel, and more specifically, HEADSHIP. For where there is Bethel, there must be the 

Headship of Christ. Where there is a defining of Bethel, the House of God, there must be the 

Head of that Household. Where there is the mention of a Body, there must be the understanding 

of the Head. It is not the Head that comes last, but it is the Head that comes first, and the 

purpose of the Body, of course is for the expression of that Head. The Headship of Christ is 

what we are dealing with, and there are tremendous implications in our coming to an 

understanding of our Headship of Christ. 

 

References: 

Romans 15:5,6 

Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another 

according to Christ Jesus; That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Philippians 1:27 

Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ; that whether I come and see 

you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 

striving together for the faith of the gospel. 

 

Ephesians 4:15,16 

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 

joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 

increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 

 

THE ENTHRONEMENT OF CHRIST 

You know, it is not just you and I understanding from a spiritually academic standpoint, but it 

is experiencing the enthronement of Christ in our hearts – EXPERIENCING HIM. I would 

urge you to spend some time in Ephesians 5, saying “Lord, just reveal the Head in me. Let Him 

be enthroned in me.” I tell you, earthquakes will take place with the enthronement of the Head 

in your heart, and it will not stop there. It will connect you in an irreversible way; it will 

connect you in an immovable, undeniable way with the reality of His Body. I am not talking 

about the reality of His Body in doctrine such as there is a Body and I am a part of it, or in 

teaching. But I am telling you it will link you up in a VITAL way with the realization of His 

Body. Yes, with the enthronement of Christ our lives will be changed as much again as they 

were when we first met Him. There are tremendous things that the Spirit of God is seeking to 

show us concerning this Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, in Whom you and I have our being, of 

Who we are the very Body. In me He is Head of everything. I have no problem with Church; I 
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have no problem with Body; I have no problem with Kingdom. I do not mean Kingdom 

preachers – I mean Kingdom. I have no problem with the universality of the thing, because to 

me now it is not dispensationalism. It is just arenas of the expressing of the authority of the 

Head. When He is Head in you, He is Head of everything in you; not just things in your life, He 

is Head of everything, and that will bring a linking up. We try to get it linked up and THEN 

teach it Jesus. No, it is teaching it Jesus that gets it linked up. 

 

 

COME IN THE UNITY OF THE FAITH 

Turn to Ephesians 4:13. I have to tell you in about thirty years of ministering this Word, I never 

noticed this wording. Now here is the way I had quoted that, and the way I read it. “Till we all 

come TO the unity of the faith.” But every now and then I get a little eye opener that tells me I 

am not as smart as I thought I was. I said until we all come to the unity of the faith. Oh, we all 

have to come to the unity of the faith. That could suggest that we get all of you together to 

bring you into unity. That can suggest that it would be scriptural to do a big roundup, either 

door-to door, or country-to-country. Now there is nothing wrong with going door-to-door, or 

having conferences, but it would say that you could just get a big roundup and then get 

everyone there for the purpose of bringing them into unity. That is the way we preach it, but it 

is totally CONTRARY to the Word of God. “Till we all come IN the unity of the faith.” You 

come IN unity. You do not come into it, or come get it. This verse is saying it is something in 

which unity is what draws you together. And the revealing of HIM is what produces the unity. 

When two brothers have Christ revealed in them as Head – He is the Head. And when they 

come together, they will come IN that unity, the unity which is of His faith. His faith 

establishes unity. His faith is something you can come to out in the back of the desert by 

yourself. But, unity requires more than just you. So my point is this: When God reveals His 

Son in you, it is going to bring you together with others who have experienced Him in the same 

way. It is impossible for it not to be. You cannot have the Son of God revealed in you and live 

independently of one another, live independently of the Body of Christ. You cannot have had 

God’s Son revealed in you and become a preacher To the Body of Christ. No, that will not 

work. You are a minister IN the Body of Christ. That is not just a cute way of saying it. There 

is a world of difference in being a minister TO the Body of Christ  and a minister IN the Body 

of Christ. 

 

A preacher TO the Body is what too many of us are. “I am going to preach my sermon to this 

conference.” Even local pastors: “I get my people together three times a week so I can preach 

to them.” That is the mentality. But to understand that you are a minister IN the Body… now 

the depth and scope of that ministry takes it out through infinity. You can take it out through all 

of your circles, because its whole purpose is to bring forth in that circle after circle after circle, 

the increase of CHRIST. It is to build up every circle to its fullest potential. Therefore that 

ministry has but one purpose: to build up this individual believer to his fullest potential, to 

bring him into maturity. It has as its purpose with this Church the same thing – to build up the 

Body of Christ; not of ministry but of the Body of Christ. The ministry is exercised in the 
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building up of the Body. There is a world of difference in what I am talking about, and what we 

are seeing in most places. It all has to do with His Headship. Scripturally we do not come  TO 

unity; we either come IN unity, or we do not come at all. 

 

Reference: 

Ephesians 4:12,13 

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ; Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 

perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 

 

 

THE PURPOSE OF MINISTRY 

What is the whole purpose of ministry? This ministry here is to be an exemplification of 

Headship. Apostles, prophets – right down the line. They are not to be an exemplification of 

ministries; they are not to exemplify themselves. If it is not gift offices we are trying to 

exemplify, it is the gifts themselves. We are always trying to be something! No, these are to 

exemplify Headship, whose end is what? Till we all come in unity; a unity that has been 

established in our hearts through faith, the faith of the Son of God. Faith that is created there; 

faith that is resident in the Head; faith that is released in you with the revealing of the Head, 

with an association with the Head, with a relationship with the Head. It is a faith that is released 

in you, bringing you into unity with every other true believer, His Body, His Kingdom, His 

universality, His ages without end. You are in unity with all of that which is purposed to give 

Him expression, and you are diametrically opposite with that which has no expression of Him 

in its purpose. That is what you and I are struggling for: trying to find some way we can be in 

unity with just four or five people. The answer is not trying to find ways to get along, to find 

unity. The answer to unity is the faith of the Head being established in us. That is the answer to 

everything. You will be brought into unity with all of the ages. 

 

The Head is in unity. All of it finds its unity in Him. There is not going to be any unity in any 

individual believer. Your life will be in confusion. You will be in anger, frustration until the 

Head is established. Then all things will be in unity. There will be no unity in the Church, in 

the earth, in the heavens, in the ages; there is no unity except the Head is established. But in 

whomsoever and wheresoever the Head is established, there is unity. You are walking in unity 

with ages yet to come, that is, yet to be unveiled. But it is not something that you are going to 

have to try to do. You are in unity. It will affect your peace, YOUR unity before it will reach 

your husband or wife. He is Head. But you will be at peace with everything. The whole 

purpose of the adversary is to somehow trouble your peace, somehow bother your peace. But 

when He is Head, your peace goes to the ages to come. It reaches way out there. That is not yet 

made manifest, but it will be made manifest, and it will start right here. Who is the answer to 

the ages without end? HE is the answer to the age without end. 
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References: 

John 16:33 

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

 

Ephesians 2:7 

That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 

toward us through Christ Jesus. 

 

 

HE IS THE HEAD 

Colossians 2:9, “For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are 

complete in Him, which is the Head of all principality and power.” This is a new order, the 

proper order. People have all the trouble with the adversary because their lives are not in order. 

And I do not mean what time you get up in the morning – I mean Headship. Where His 

Headship is established, He is Head over everything, to everything. You only have to know 

Him as Head – Head of ALL principality and power. Then you do not get up in a foot race with 

the devil every morning, trying to persuade him that you are more than a conqueror while he 

chases you around the kitchen table. No, that is not it. Verse 18, “Let no man beguile you of 

your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into the things which 

he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind.” What was the problem here? They 

were trying to make Jesus Head of an order of angels, of the highest angel in an order of angels. 

That is a religion that had come in here. The writer was bringing HIM back to where He is 

supposed to be. He is NOT the Head of an order – He is THE Head. “And not holding THE 

head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit 

together, increaseth with the increase of God.” That sounds like Ephesians 4. THE HEAD. He 

is The Head. Ephesians 4:13, “ Till we all come in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 

of the Son of God to a perfect man…” That perfect man has to do with unity, does it not? It has 

to be. “…unto the measure of the stature… (which means age) of the fulness of CHRIST. That 

we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, carried about…” Verse 15, “But speaking 

the truth in love may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.” 

 

It is the Head in whom the whole house is set up. We must come to understand that the Head 

and the Body are not separate. Yes, He is the Head, and we are His Body; but He that is joined 

to the Lord is One Spirit. We are One Body and One Head. It is more appropriate to understand 

that Christ is the Head and Christ is the Body, and we are summed up together in Him. In the 

view of the Body, it is not a people serving someone, but a people in union with Him as His 

very Own Body. I think our vocabulary defies this tremendous union that we have with Christ 

as His Body; the Body of Whom He is the Head. But perhaps the Spirit of God can intervene 

and enlighten our understanding and help us to understand this tremendous mystery of Bethel, 

this tremendous mystery of the House of God. This mystery is locked up in the Head. We are 

going to, as our study continues, see the Church, Bethel, the House of God, the Body of Christ 
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manifested in earth as the Church. We will see that as a rock, a vision, then a man. But you see, 

the Church, the Body of Christ is not just a rock, it is not just a vision, it is not just a man. Who 

is that rock? Who is the rock that the Church is, that the Church is built upon? That rock is 

THE HEAD. The Head is the rock, the Head is the vision. The vision is not just OF the Head; 

the Head is the sum total of the vision. And the man, that New Man, that New Creation is 

totally summed up, identified and summed up in the Head. He is the exactness of the Head. He 

is to be the expression of the Head. He is summed up and identified and defined by the Head. 

He is not other than Who the Head is. In the resurrection, what has come forth out from death, 

out from the grave, out from among the dead, is a Body in the exactness of Him. But it is a 

Body in whom the Head, that is, the understanding, the faith of the Head must be established. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 6:17 

But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:47,49 

The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. 

As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 

 

Ezekiel 1:26,28 

And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the 

appearance of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the 

appearance of a man above upon it. 

As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of 

the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. 

And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake. 

 

 

THE FAITH OF THE HEAD 

I just want to take a few words at the end of this lesson with regard to the faith of the Head. I 

want to look in 1 Chronicles, beginning with chapter 29, and on into 2 Chronicles. 1 Chronicles 

29:22, “And they made Solomon, the son of King David, King the second time, and anointed 

him unto the Lord to be the chief governor and Zadok his priest.” Verse 25, “And the Lord 

magnified Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel and bestowed upon him such royal 

majesty as had not been on any King before him in Israel.” Then in 2 Chronicles 1:1, “And 

Solomon, the son of David was strengthened in his Kingdom.” Chapter 2:1, “And Solomon 

determined to build a house for the name of the Lord and a house for his Kingdom.” Chapter 

3:1, “Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem.” It goes on in chapter 

5:1, “And all the work that Solomon made for the house of the Lord was finished and Solomon 

brought in all the things that David, his father, had dedicated.” It continues on in chapter 7:11, 

“Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord.” Chapter 8:16, “ Now all the work of Solomon 

was brought.” 
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Now what I am trying to tell you is that in the building of this house, it is THE HEAD who is 

the center, and it is THE HEAD who is supreme. The Head is not the work of the house; the 

house is the work of the Head. The Head is not to magnify the house; the house magnifies the 

Head. The glory is in the Head, the understanding is in the Head, the throne is in the Head, the 

definition is in the Head. The dimensions, the dominion, the power – it is all in the Head. What 

must His Body do? Grow up into Him Who is the Head. In what? In ALL THINGS! Grow up 

into Him in all things. What all things” All things that is in the Head. What I am trying to show 

you here is that it is THE HEAD that comes to be magnified. It is the Head we must seek. It is 

the Head who must be revealed in us. It is futile to teach Body principles to a people in whom 

the Head is not revealed. It is futile to declare our union with Christ in the heavenlies to a 

people in whom the Head is not revealed. Because in the Head there is understanding. It is in 

the Head that there is faith. 

 

 

ONE UNITY … ONE FAITH 

Ephesians 4:13. We spoke earlier in this lesson concerning the unity. “Till we all come in THE 

unity of THE faith.” Anyone will tell you that the word “the” is extremely important. It is not 

just coming in unity. We try to do that; we try to come together in unity that carnal programs 

have produced; that our desire to work with one another has produced; that our desire to win 

the world for Jesus has produced. We try to come together in a unity that is produced out of our 

desire to have unity. But that is not unity; that is not THE unity, and it will not produce the 

increase of Christ in us. It will not work. There is only one unity, and that unity is by the one 

faith, and that faith is the faith of the Son of God. Until the faith of the Son of God; until the 

Head is revealed in the individual, that individual can not come as one with any other 

individual. It is in those individuals in whom the Head is revealed, that unity is produced; and 

they, in whom unity is produced, will come together as One – in that very unity. That unity will 

draw them together. They will not come together to FIND unity; they will be drawn together IN 

that unity, BY that unity, THROUGH that unity, an irresistible drawing. They may never have 

seen one another, but their hearts are drawn; and when they do see one another, when they do 

hear one another, they will be found in the unity of THE faith. It is the faith that is produced in 

them by the revelation of the Son of God, the faith that is produced in them by the Headship of 

Christ, a faith that will produce, and the result of which is unity. Those in whom that faith 

dwells will be drawn together in unity. 

 

 

THE HOUSE BUILT 

Notice that verse, “Till we all come in the unity…” Not to find it in it. That unity is a resulting 

of the faith of the Son of God. We will continue this in our next lesson. We will be looking at 

the faith of the Head formed in you. Until that takes place, we cannot comprehend unity, we 

cannot live in unity, we cannot comprehend Body union. We cannot comprehend our union 

with Christ, and that which we cannot comprehend, we cannot and will never exemplify. It is 
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the faith of the Son. Do you see what I am telling you? I am telling you that the Church is a 

man, and that Christ is the Head of the man. And until the mind of Christ, the faith of Christ; 

that is, the mind of the Head, the faith of the Head is worked in the man, the man cannot 

exemplify the Head in the earth. We are going to find that the faith of the Son of God is three-

fold; that is, it is comprised of three aspects. Those aspects are wisdom, understanding and 

knowledge. We will look at those in as much depth as the Spirit of God allows us to do so. 

Proverbs 24 says it is in wisdom, understanding and knowledge that the house is built and 

established and filled. What house? The House, the Body, the Church, that which you are. Built 

up, brought together and filled, so that House becomes the exemplification, the manifestation of 

the glory of its Head, as was the temple that Solomon built, And who was Solomon? He is that 

son of wisdom, understanding and knowledge. He is that son revealed of his father in the midst 

of Israel. There must be a revealing of Christ, an establishing in His Body of Him as Head. 

Why? Because He is Head! And we must come into that relationship with Him. It is not 

learning things ABOUT Him; it is having Christ Himself revealed in you. We are coming to a 

time where the Holy Spirit is “straining at the bit” as the horsemen of Heaven, as the power 

movement of the wheels. The Holy Spirit is churning and yearning and straining at the bit to 

bring in this great move of God, even the revealing of the Son, the establishing of the Head in 

His place – in His Body. Where is the place of the Head? In His Body, that His Body can then 

begin to grow up into Him Who is the Head; growing up into all things, all things that is in the 

Head, that His Body begins to live as the exampling of Him in all the earth. So we will look at 

this unity which is produced by only one thing. Not by the teaching of things, but by the 

coming of THE faith of THE Son of God. May the Lord bring us to the reality that is in The 

Head, even the Lord Jesus Christ; the realization of His Body, and of the reality of Christ 

coming forth in His Body. 
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LESSON 6 – ESTABLISHING CHRIST AS HEAD OF HIS BODY 

 

 

HE IS GIVEN TO BE HEAD UNTO THE CHURCH 

We are dealing with the theme: “THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST.” It is impossible to speak of 

the Headship of Christ and not speak of the Body of Christ, because it is unto the Church, His 

Body, that He is given to be Head. And His Headship is most evident in the Church; His 

Headship is most evident in His Body. As you and I begin to realize the truth concerning the 

Headship of Christ, we will also, by that very understanding, begin to be awakened to the 

necessity of the Lord’s Body, and to the necessity of you and I functioning throughout the earth 

as THE LORD’S BODY; not just as individual believers, but as The Body of The Lord. We 

will begin to see that all things are gathered up and made to be brought together in the Person 

of the Head. And as surely as there is a move of God by the Spirit right now to reveal Christ in 

the midst of His Body and establish Him there in His proper Headship; so also there is a 

tremendous gathering of the Lord’s Body. There is a gathering up of individual believers whose 

hearts are burning within them to be joined together hip and thigh, to be joined together elbow 

and wrist, to be joined together as His very own Body, to be joined together for the purpose of 

fellowship, for the purpose of knowing Him in greater depths, for the purpose of ministering 

Christ – for the very purpose of manifesting the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

THE BODY – RELATIONSHIP 

Now, we are not through in our study with the term “Bethel” yet, and in our next lesson we will 

be dealing with this House of God that we are, which has to do with the Body of Christ that we 

are. We will be dealing in the next lesson more with the Church, per se. Here our dealing is 

with the Body. Now there is no difference in the Church and the Body, but the term “church” 

has connected with it several functions. The term “body” has connected with it more than 

anything else – RELATIONSHIP; because over and above every other thing that the Body may 

speak of as connected to the Head, it speaks of relationship. Before anything else, the Body 

must come into proper relationship with the Head; and when the Body comes into proper 

relationship with the Head, which is Christ, then the members of the Body will also be found in 

proper relationship one with another. I hesitate to say that; because here is what I do NOT want 

you to hear. This is what I am NOT saying: I am NOT saying that when the Body comes into 

proper relationship with Christ as its Head, then AFTER THAT, and in addition to that, or as a 

work remaining, the Body will then have to come into a proper relationship with itself. That is 

NOT what I am saying. What I am  saying is that when the Body of Christ comes into proper 

relationship with its Head, the members automatically will be found in proper relationship one 

to another. God revealing His Son in you, God establishing Christ in you as Head does not 

leave something else in addition to that to be done; but rather, will begin a series of automatic 

workings in your life by the Spirit, the end of which will be the manifestation of the Lord Jesus 

Christ in His Body, through His Body, and as the fulness of His Body. 
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THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD 

So there is a tremendous Work of the Spirit of God going on today, and it is not preaching 

sermons about Sonship, it is not preaching sermons about the Kingdom of God, and it is not 

preaching sermons about all of the principles of the Kingdom and outlining them and trying to 

get people to learn how to live them. The move that is going on by the Spirit of God today is 

just this: It is the Father revealing His Son. It is the Spirit of God summing up all of His 

energies, the Spirit of God summing up all of His ministries; it is the seven-fold Spirit of God 

summing up all of His energies for that one tremendous moving of God by which all things 

shall be gathered together in One, both which are in heaven and earth, even in Christ Jesus. 

And, that Work is the revealing of the Son; that is the bringing of the Son into His proper place 

in the individual believer. And as a result of that, in a culmination of believers, in a corporate 

way, since everything God  does, He does in you and I individually, but we cannot individually 

manifest the fulness of what He is doing. Everything He does in us, He deals with us 

individually, but He does not deal with us as an individual. He deals with us individually; but 

He deals with us as a Body. When I have a splinter in my finger, I do not start poking around 

with a needle on my toe. I deal individually with the finger, but I do not deal with it as though it 

is not connected to my hand. I deal with it individually, but not as an individual. I deal with it 

as a part of my body. And the Lord deals with us that way, so that the individual dealings of the 

Lord will bring you into living as a CORPORATE BEING. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:10 

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in 

Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in him. 

 

Romans 12:5 

So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 

 

This is all the result of God revealing His Son in us in the realm of His Headship. The 

revelation of Christ is ever on-going. When I say, “God reveals His Son in you”, that is true, 

and it is the Son; but in what realm is He revealing the Son? Most of us have no idea. The Lord 

reveals Him in the realm that you are able to see Him, in the realm that is needed in your life at 

that particular time to bring you on into the fulness of what He is doing in His whole Body. So 

while some believers, in coming to the revelation of Christ are being dealt with in one realm of 

His character, His nature, His being; other believers somewhere else in whom the same Son is 

being revealed, are being dealt with in other realms of His nature, His character, His being. But, 

all of this is moving toward the Body of Christ coming to a full comprehension of the Head, 

Who is Christ Himself. The Spirit of God knows how to bring it all together, and that is exactly 

what He is doing. We are seeing many evidences of that, but an underlying, all revealing 

evidence of that which I am seeing, is this desire that is coming forth in believers throughout 

the world to be drawn together, to be knit together with others of like precious faith, that they 

may there edify one another; that they there might grow up in Him together, that they may 
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experience the fellowship of the Son. The very soul is being dealt with by the Spirit of God in 

such a way that RELATIONSHIP is the thing that God is speaking to believers about just now; 

bringing about a tremendous relationship in the Body of Christ, and He is doing that through 

revealing the Son Himself. 

  

References: 

1 Corinthians 1:9 

God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Ephesians 4:13 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 

man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 

 

 

THAT HE MIGHT HAVE THE PREEMINENCE 

So it is in this vein that I want us to look once again at the Headship of Christ. Colossians 1:18. 

This is toward the end of a thought that is picked up in verse 13. “And He (speaking of Christ) 

is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 

things He might have the preeminence.” Now I want you to give special attention to this 

statement, because we are going to come back to it. “THAT IN ALL THINGS HE MIGHT 

HAVE THE PREEMINENCE.” Please understand that the “He” spoken of here is not a 

historical figure; the “He” spoken of here is not a doctrinal belief. He is not a teaching; He is 

not an organization; He is not a thing. The “HE” spoken of is the very Person of the very Son 

of God, the very Son of the very Father. I am trying to be emphatic here. We are dealing with a 

Person having the preeminence in every fiber of His Own Body, which Body we now are. We 

are now becoming His Body; He is getting the preeminence. We are His Body and He is Head, 

that HE might have the preeminence. It is the preeminence that He is getting, and He is getting 

the preeminence in His Body – believer by believer by believer. 

 

He is getting the preeminence in His Body as the Father is revealing Him in those hearts who 

are turned by the Spirit of God to see nothing other than the very Person of their existence, the 

very Person of their Life, the very person of their Salvation. It is a love story that is going on 

here. It is a love relationship that is being formed here. It is an understanding of absolute union 

that is being developed in us here. We have in our ignorance, seen ourselves yet far away from 

Him. We in our ignorance, have seen ourselves as saved, that is not sinning; yet still earthlings. 

We in our ignorance, have seen ourselves in one place and Him in another. We in our 

ignorance have seen ourselves as followers; yes followers afar, but not so much members of 

His very Own Person. We in our ignorance, have been separated from the reality of His Person. 

Our hearts are turning now – not to see another doctrine, not to see another truth, not to hear 

another good sermon even, not to join another church, not to find a perfect church, but to turn 

in our hearts to KNOW HIM. It is a desire that is beyond our ability to verbalize. It is a desire 

that is beyond our comprehension to fully explain, but it is a desire that is being wrought there 
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by the Holy Spirit with the full intention of bringing us into the understanding, the knowledge, 

the faith, the understanding of our very present union with Christ; the union that we are by and 

large ignorant of because of the blindness that is in us. But it is a very present union, bringing 

us into the reality that He is now in us, and we are now in Him; not positionally, not 

doctrinally; but in fact of reality; causing us to walk into another realm of understanding and 

begin to live in a relationship with Him that shall be manifested in everything we say or do; 

bringing Christ forth in us, revealing Christ in us, in a way that He may have the preeminence 

in all things. This is in a way so that it is not us trying to find “time for Him”, but Him 

occupying the very essence of time as we know time to be. It’s not trying to find a day to serve 

Him, but He becoming the very essence of the day and the Light of the day; He becoming the 

very walk that we walk. It is coming to grips with Him in the way that Paul did; causing him to 

utter the statement, “For to me to live is Christ.” This is where the Lord is bringing us. This is 

where the Lord is calling His whole Body. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:18 

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 

calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. 

 

John 14:20 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

 

Colossians 2:6 

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him. 

 

Philippians 1:21 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

 

 

WHEN OUR HEARTS TURN TO SEE HIM 

Now you can give that all kinds of doctrinal terms. I am not interested in doctrinal terms. 

“Marriage supper of the Lamb”, “the bride relationship”, “the wife relationship.” We go into all 

that and we end up making all of those things terms, and we make them doctrines. We preach 

them, but we never experience them. I am not interested that you are able to put a term on what 

I am saying; I am not trying to put a term on it and call it the “Bride relationship”. Well, maybe 

this is what the Scriptures speak of as a Bride, or a relationship. Maybe this is what the Song of 

Solomon is talking about, but I am not interested in labeling this. I am interested in keeping in 

our focus here that the only way this relationship – whatever label you want to give it, is ever 

going to come about, is when our hearts turn simply to know HIM. Not when we decide to 

search the Scriptures about the Bride. That is not going to bring about a relationship. Not when 

we decide to search the Scriptures about the New Jerusalem. That is not going to bring about 

this relationship, because we are looking at these things as things apart form Christ, and it is 
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not. “ The New Jerusalem” – that is just another description of all that is wrapped and caught 

up and filled up in Christ Jesus. “Bride” – that is just another relationship for that which is in 

absolute union with Him. 

 

References: 

Revelation 21:2,9,10 

And I John saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

And there came unto me one of the seven angel which had the seven vials full of the seven last 

plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come  hither, I will shew thee the bride, the lamb’s wife. 

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great 

city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God. 

 

Song of Solomon 3:1,4 

By night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth; I sought him, but I found him not. 

It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found him whom my soul loveth; I held him, 

and would not let him go, until I had brought him into my mother’s house, and into the 

chamber of her that conceived me. 

 

Song of Solomon 7:10 

I am my beloved’s, and his desire is toward me. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:16 

Nevertheless when it (the heart) shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 

 

What the Father is doing with a people who are allowing Him to do anything with them, is 

establishing in them the recognition of The Son. Not doctrines relating to the Son, and not 

doctrines relating to the relationships between you and the Son. Now there is nothing wrong 

with those things, but we tend to make them just things, and we go after them as things, as 

teachings, as doctrines; and we never experience what they are talking about, and you don’t by 

going after them. You will only experience what those things describe by KNOWING 

CHRIST; by allowing the Father to reveal the Son in you. Hear me Body of Christ – He is The 

Head of The Body, The Church; He is the beginning, He is the Firstborn from the dead. And all 

of this is so that He may have the preeminence in all things. Now the Father is working toward 

that one self same objective – that The Son may have the preeminence in all things. 

 

 

IN ALL THINGS 

Now, I mean in ALL THINGS! How totally and incomprehensible is this term “all things”. 

How inexhaustible is this “all things”; because you and I, in our inability to comprehend, in our 

ignorance, immediately place great limitations upon His preeminence. And any time we do 

that, it causes us all kinds of problems and setbacks in the Body. Any time and in any realm, in 
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any way The Head is limited in preeminence, The Body itself is going to suffer. We cry out to 

God concerning many of the sufferings that we have. Now I am not talking about cancer and 

tuberculosis and sicknesses; I am talking about sufferings that we have – spiritual agonies, 

setbacks that we have. And we cry out to God concerning those things and ask Him to remove 

those things, and to help us with those things; and in many instances, perhaps not all, but in 

many instances the Father cannot. His hands are tied, as it were, because in those areas we are 

violating the preeminence of the Son. And His only answer to us in many of those frustrations, 

and many of those spiritual sufferings and setbacks; His only answer to us is to establish in that 

arena the preeminence of The Son. There, in many cases, He is having a real battle with you 

and I. We are trying to get God to take care of a thing, and He is trying to establish His Son as 

preeminent in ALL THINGS; which in effect, is the answer to all things. 

 

References: 

Romans 11:33 

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 

judgments, and his ways past finding out! 

 

2 Corinthians 1:8,9 

For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we 

were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life; But we 

had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which 

raiseth the dead. 

 

So our prayer life many times, and our contentions with the Lord is to get some things done, to 

get some things removed, to get victory over some things, to see something take place. We 

have it all lined out – what we want to see, and what God needs to do, and how we want it to 

be. But the Father has but one thing in mind, and that is to establish the preeminence of the Son 

in all things. That begins in the Church; and since it does begin in the Church, the term “all 

things” is used there. For instance in Ephesians 1:22, “ And hath put ALL THINGS under His 

feet, and gave Him to be head over ALL THINGS to the church…” The term “all things” has 

been used here twice. “Hath put all things” – period. But then he goes on and says, “… and 

gave Him to be head over all things to the church.” This is the first category of “all things” in 

which He must be preeminent: “ALL THINGS to the Church.” This is the first arena of 

preeminence that must be established; and until His preeminence is established in the Church 

over all things, then His preeminence over all things – period, simply cannot and will not be 

manifested. That is the reason that creation, over whom He is Head, preeminent in all things, is 

still groaning and travailing and rocking and reeling, waiting for something to take place in the 

Church; the manifestation of which alone is the answer to creation. That is why the world, over 

which He is still preeminent, is still in the shape that it is in today – waiting for His 

preeminence to be established IN THE CHURCH, because that is where He is Head first. He is 

first Head of His Body. That is the order. 
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References: 

Romans 8:19,22 

For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 

 

 

THE ORDER – HEAD OF HIS BODY 

In 1 Corinthians 15:20, “But now is Christ risen from the dead and become the firstfruits of 

them that slept, for since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead; 

for in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive, but every man in his own order. 

Christ the firstfruits, afterward they that are Christ’s…” (union with Him), ‘…at His coming, or 

at His appearing.” Here is the order of Headship. He is the firstfruits. The firstfruits of what? Of 

them that slept. “In that He is…” In Colossians it is “…firstborn from among the dead” – same 

thing. “Firstfruits from them that slept.” “Firstborn from among the dead.” What I am telling 

you is, that the Headship of Christ is not first over creation; it is first IN HIS BODY. It is not 

first over principalities and powers; it is first in His Body. That is the first in the order. He is 

the first in the order of that which is His Body, that which comes after Him. 

 

Have you ever seen a birth take place? The head comes first. Afterward, everything in its own 

order that is in union with the head; the neck, the shoulders, the arms, finally the feet – all of 

that in its own order. When you get the feet out of order, when the feet try to come before the 

head, you have a breech birth, and you have a lot of problems! Not holding the head – which is 

the verse that we are going to in Colossians 2:19: “not holding the head…” Some are holding 

the feet, some are holding this, and some are holding that; but not holding THE HEAD – we 

have a lot of problems! We have a sick body; we have a body that is reversed in its coming 

forth. We have you and I coming forth instead of Christ coming forth. We have you and I as the 

Head of the order instead of Christ as the Head of the order. We have all kinds of problems! 

We are more interested in shoes for the feet than we are in understanding the Mind of the Head. 

We have a lot of problems unless the order is proper – and that is what the Holy Spirit is doing. 

The seven fold Spirit is a Spirit of ORDER. 

 

References: 

John 16:13,14 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit  of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth; for he shall not 

speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will shew you things 

to come. 

He shall glorify me; for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

 

The seven-fold Spirit is a Spirit of order; and He comes as a seven-fold Spirit, which 

Revelation deals with, and shows that we are in that time now of His coming as a seven-fold 

Spirit; because His coming as a seven-fold Spirit is to reveal the seven-fold Son of God. Seven 

here is talking about the perfection of the thing, the fulness, the completeness. And when He 
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comes in that way, He comes to reveal the fulness of the Son. It is like when Samuel went 

down to Jesse’s house in 1 Samuel 16. It was not as it was with Saul, when he had a little vial 

of oil. No, he had a full horn of oil, and that typifies the seven-fold Spirit; and he dealt with the 

seven sons of the household, and he anointed the full son, the eighth son – David. All of this we 

are entering into by the Spirit of God. But back to what we are saying about order: when the 

Spirit comes in this way, He comes to reverse our order, and bring forth the Head first, and 

establish the Head first in His own Body. His relationship as Head is first to His own Body. 

Before it is to creation, before it is to the world, before it is to principalities, before it is to 

eternity, before it is to universes, before it is to ages, it is to His own Body. Head connects to 

Body, and it connects in an order; by the Spirit, by the design of God, it connects in an order so 

that the Head is preeminent, not only in His appearing; not only in His appearing and coming 

forth is He first-born, firstfruits, preeminent; but He is preeminent over all that comes after 

Him, because everything that comes after Him proceeds forth in its own order, and its own 

order is after, subservient to, after HIM. He is established as preeminent in His own Body. 

 

References: 

Revelation 3:1 

And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven 

Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, 

and art dead. 

 

Revelation 5:6 

And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the 

elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 

seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

 

1 Samuel 16:1,13 

And the Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him 

from reigning over Israel? Fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons. 

Then Samuel took the horn of  oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit 

of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 

 

 

WAITING FOR HIS PREEMINENCE TO BE MANIFESTED 

Now, how is the Lord doing this? He is doing this by bringing Christ forth as it were; by 

revealing His Son in His Body in a divine order that has been reserved to this present day; 

because when He begins to reveal Him in this order, then we are not far away from the 

manifestation of that Man-child, the manifestation of that Son of the Living God, not only in 

His Body, but through His Body to the answer of all mankind, to the answer of all creation, to 

the answer of principalities and powers, to the answer of the world; all of which are waiting for 

His preeminence to be manifested in the midst of them, and they will immediately fall down 
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and serve His preeminence. And what is all of this waiting on? Waiting on the carnal church. 

Waiting on you and I. Well, you say, “I am not a part of the carnal church.” Come on; there is 

just One Church, and if it is carnal, I am part of it. We might as well come to understand that I 

need to know the Lord; I am yet wretched. I am yet carnal. I am yet limiting His preeminence. I 

am limiting His preeminence in areas that I do not even know about yet, I am so ignorant! But 

you see, at His coming, at His revealing, at His appearing in you, He will bring to light even the 

hidden things of the heart. As the Father reveals His Son, He will establish Him Who is Head; 

He will establish Him, that in all things in His Body, The Church first, HE might have the 

preeminence. What a tremendous thing this is!   

 

References: 

Revelation 12:5 

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child 

was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

 

1 Corinthians 4:5 

Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 

hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall 

every man have praise of God. 

 

 

IN HIM 

Look at Colossians 2:9, “For IN HIM…” Now again I want to bring you back to my point that 

we are dealing here with A PERSON, not a thing, not a fellowship, not an organization. All of 

these may be alright for the manifestation of Him, but none of these can ever substitute for the 

Being of Him. So, we are not dealing with things, as such. We are not dealing with doctrines, 

as such. We are not dealing with teachings, as such. We are dealing with a Person, Who 

becomes the fulness of our teachings, and Who becomes the very center and circumference and 

life and vibrancy of our doctrine. He becomes the very essence of our organization and our 

fellowship and the very purpose of it. We are dealing with He Himself, and nothing must be 

substituted for Him. For in Him dwelleth all the fulness, and you will not find it anywhere else. 

You will not find all the fulness in anything else other than Him. Not in a part of Him, not in 

something that He gives, not in gifts that He gives, not in touches that He administrates, not in 

blessings that He bestows. You will only find all the fulness only in Him. It pleased the Father 

that it be that way. “All the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily.” Do you see the term 

“bodily”? Who are you? You are His Body. Ephesians 1:23, “You are His body, the fulness of 

Him that filleth all in all, for in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead…” That doesn’t 

end there. “… of the Godhead bodily.” Who are you? “…which is His Body, the fulness of 

Him…” His Body, the fulness of Him. “In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 

bodily.” 
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References: 

Galatians 1:11,12, 15, 16 

But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I 

neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

But when it pleased God… to reveal His Son in me… 

 

 

HIS FULNESS… IN HIS BODY 

This is a reality to be manifested in His Body. Nothing can be “bodily” except it have a body. 

Not “headily” – bodily. He is the Head, and in Him, the Head, dwelleth all the fulness of the 

Godhead. But  then the term “bodily” is used here, which shows it is in the union of the Head 

and His Body that this fulness of the Godhead is to be made manifest, that the fulness of the 

Godhead is in its most complete state. That is the purpose. You see, the Body has as its purpose 

the completion of the Head; in that the Body gives the Head complete manifestation. Without 

the Body, the Head does not have complete manifestation. Nothing can completely manifest the 

Head except it be His Body, which is HIS Body, the fulness of HIM. There is no other fulness 

in His Body but the fulness which He is. “He Who filleth all in all.” For that fulness, even of 

the Godhead, is given to Him, but it is given to Him bodily. I am telling you that His Body has 

as its purpose the completion of Him in that it gives Him complete expression. When will the 

Body give Him complete expression? That is, when will the Body become a complete 

expression of Him Who has all fulness? When will the Body give Him full expression? When 

He has the preeminence in all things. “And you are complete in Him, which is the head of all 

principality and power.” See, now by things He has given, we manifest some little part of Him 

from time to time through gifts, which are things He has given; none of which are the fulness of 

Him; none of which contain or manifest the fulness of Him. All of those are part of the earnest 

of the Spirit. None of them represent the fulness of Him, that is, in His Body; that He is in His 

Body, and that He is to His own Body. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 1:22 

Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:5 

Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given us the earnest 

of the Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 1:13.14 

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 

whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the 

earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of 

his glory. 

 



 114 

But you and I, through these things from time to time will get a victory over principalities and 

powers. We will see a healing wrought, a miracle wrought. We will see an opposing spirit dealt 

with successfully. First one thing and another. We will get a Word from the Lord; even though 

in many cases we do not have full comprehension of what has been said through that gift. We 

prophecy in part, and not only do we prophecy in part; but we comprehend in part what is 

prophesied in part. But my point is that we are now manifesting somewhat of Him. But, “ye are 

complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and power.” Do you see that? When will 

that Headship be fully manifested? When He has the preeminence in all things in His Church; 

not when just a few of us run around and operate gifts. And, I take nothing away from the gifts. 

Who can take anything away from the gifts? I could not take anything away from the gifts even 

if I wanted to , because the gifts are from God. You can’t take anything away from what is 

God’s, and I’m not trying to. But I’m showing you something: that many of us have 

experienced for some thirty and forty years these things, and yet we understand that we have 

not manifested or experienced His Fulness. That is a BODY thing; that is not just a MEMBER 

thing. The gifts of the Spirit are given to members in the Church to minister CHRIST to the 

Church, but I am talking about a FULNESS into which the Church is coming that the Church 

shall minister to the world; and that the  Church shall minister to principalities and powers; and 

that the Church shall minister to creations and ages yet to come. That is the fulness that I am 

talking about; not just the gifts that are given to members to minister in the Church and to 

minister to the Church for the exalting and edification and building up of the Body. No, I am 

talking about that Body coming into the fulness of the Head, the fulness that is already in you – 

“For you are complete in Him.” 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 13:9 

For we know in part, and we prophecy in part. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:28,31 

And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 

after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 

But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 

 

Ephesians 2:7 

That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 

toward us through Jesus Christ. 

 

 

THE HEAD REVEALED IN HIS BODY 

Yet, the Head is not fully revealed. The Head in Whom all fulness dwells is not fully revealed 

in the Body in whom all the fulness of the Head dwells. But, when the Head, in Whom all 

fulness dwells, is fully revealed in His Body, in whom He Who is all fulness dwells; then that 

Body shall manifest the fulness of the Head, for He shall be preeminent in all things to His 
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Church. That is where the Spirit of God has brought us at this particular time. The present day 

movement of God is toward the preeminence of the Head. The present day movement of God is 

toward the revealing of The Son in a realm of Headship. Now there are not many Sons; there 

are many revealings of The Son; and yet, there is only one revelation of Jesus Christ, and into it 

is gathered up all the revealings of the Son. I did not say all the revealings of things, and all the 

things that people call revelation knowledge and all that. I am talking about the revealings of 

the Son – God revealing His Son in you from glory to glory, from realm to realm, and yet it is 

always the Son He is revealing; bringing you into union with His Son, first through His death, 

then His burial, then His resurrection, then His ascension, then His seatedness with God, then 

His being established with God, then His glory and on and on in realm after realm in His 

Lordship, dealing here with His Headship. There is a realm of Headship which establishes Him 

rightfully preeminent in all things. 

 

Reference: 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 

same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

 

That is where the Lord is bringing His Body, the Church at this particular time, and that is what 

we are dealing with at this particular time. “For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of  the Godhead 

bodily…” Remember that term “bodily”. The importance of the Body is for the manifestation 

of the fulness of the Head. “…and ye are complete in Him…” And in no one else or in anything 

else are you complete. “…which is the head of all principality and power.” Principality and 

power waiting, yes waiting. In whatever condition they are now in: waiting in chains of 

darkness, waiting in going to and fro throughout the earth, waiting in disrupting the work of the 

saints, waiting in disrupting the earth, waiting for the manifestation of the fulness of the Head 

through that vessel of which He is first Head, that vessel being His own Body. Now all of this 

again is speaking of relationship, the Body coming into relationship with Christ as being Head. 

Now in that same chapter verse 17, we read “Which are a shadow of things to come, but the 

Body is of Christ.” 

 

 

BUT THE BODY IS OF CHRIST 

There are several translations of that verse that I want us to look at. I am reading from a Bible 

that is made up of 26 translations. Here’s some. “All that is the mere shadow of what is to be. 

All these things were but shadows cast by future events. All these things have at most only a 

symbolic value. These things are only a shadow of what is to come. That was only a shadow of 

something that was to follow.” Now, the next part of the verse: “But the Body is of Christ” – 

here are some translations. “The substance is in the Christ. The reality is found in Christ. The 

solid fact is Christ. The One foreshadowed is Christ.” Do you see what is being done here? The 

term “body” is translated here as “the substance, the reality, the solid fact, the One 

foreshadowed is Christ.” Now, what does all of that mean? Let me bring it into focus. Who is 
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in the earth the substance of Christ? It is HIS BODY. That is why His Body must be filled with 

all faith: with all His faith, the faith of the Son of God. That is why His Body must be filled 

with the revealing of Him. The faith of Him and the revealing of Him are one and the same. 

The wisdom, the understanding and knowledge, which is Christ - that is the faith of Christ. All 

of these verses from 11 on down, speaking of the circumcision, the ordinance, the handwriting, 

speaking of the principalities – all of these are shadows of things to come. But the substance of 

which they are speaking is CHRIST HIMSELF. The One being foreshadowed is Christ, but 

Christ after what view, Christ in what dimension, Christ in what form? These verses are 

speaking of a body, the body of which, the substance of which, the fact of which all of these 

Scriptures are presenting is CHRIST – Christ as a many membered Body, Christ as a New 

Man, Christ as a New Creation, a New Creature, Christ as only His Body can give Him 

evidence in the earth. “ The substance of which is Christ.” 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 12:12 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being 

many, are one body: so also is Christ. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold all 

things are become new. 

 

Now, what is the substance of Christ in this earth; what is the evidence of that Christ of which 

all of these things are pointing – His death, His burial, His resurrection? That is what is dealt 

with here. What is produced by His death, His burial, His resurrection? What is produced by 

that is HIS BODY. Again, that in all things in His Body to His Church He might have 

preeminence. Why? So that His Body becomes the substance of Him in the earth. That is why 

the Scriptures say that faith is the substance, and faith is the evidence. That is why His Body 

must be filled with His faith, for it is in being filled with the revelation of Him, being filled 

with the faith of Him, the faith, the understanding, the wisdom, the knowledge, the spiritual 

faith, the spiritual understanding, being filled with that. Now look at that. Faith, spiritual 

understanding, that faith that comes by the revelation of Jesus Christ is substance and is 

evidence. That faith is being produced in you; God is producing that faith in you. And how is 

He doing that? By establishing Christ as Head, because all faith is in the Head, all wisdom, 

understanding and knowledge is in the Head. So how is He establishing faith, wisdom, 

understanding, knowledge, spiritual comprehension in you? By revealing the Head in you, by 

establishing Christ as Head in you, by renewing your mind. You see, all these are saying the 

same thing. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 11:1 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
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Ephesians 4:13a 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith , and of the knowledge of the Son of God… 

 

Ephesians 1:17 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. 

 

 

ESTABLISHING CHRIST AS HEAD IN YOU 

What does it mean to establish Him as Head in you? It means to reveal Him in you in a way 

that you begin to live by His faith, by His wisdom, by His understanding, by His knowledge, by 

His comprehension. It is the renewing of the Spirit of your mind whereby you put off one man 

and are being clothed upon with the New Man, which is Christ, establishing Christ as Head in 

you. It means those who are living by His faith. Now, if His faith is substance and evidence, 

and we are living then by His faith, then we are living by a revealed substance, a revealed 

evidence, Where is that substance being revealed? In us! Who is that substance? Christ! Then 

what do we become in the earth? We become a manifestation of what is being revealed in us. 

We become in the earth a manifestation or a substance of Christ. We become in the earth a 

manifestation or the evidence of Christ. We live by the faith of the Son of God. That is why He 

Who is the Head must be revealed in you in that dimension; that He, the substance and 

evidence of all things may be revealed in you, His Body, in whom all His fulness dwells, so 

that you may become an expression in the earth of Him Who is the substance and evidence of 

all things spiritual. So, what am I saying? I am saying that the present-day move of God is 

toward the revealing of His Son. If you read all of these we must not fail to fall upon our face in 

the Scripture, crying out, “Oh God my Father, reveal Thy Son in me, establish Him Who is the 

Head as Head in me; reveal Him Who is Head, bring me into that relationship.” If we fail to do 

that, then these lessons may as well be discarded, because it is just a bunch of teaching. But it is 

not intended to be just that. 

 

References: 

Galatians 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 

himself for me. 

 

Colossians 3:9,10 

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on 

the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. 

 

Romans 12:2 

And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
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These lessons are reaching those who are selected, not by us, but by the Spirit of God, as He 

almost randomly moves, it seems, among the Body; choosing those who would have an ear to 

hear. And not only that, but choosing those who have a heart to commit themselves in a very 

personal way, in a very physical way, in a very real and tangible way, to not only receiving this 

Word, but sharing this Word and seeing that this Word continues to be shared throughout the 

Body of Christ throughout this earth. I am talking about believers chosen of God, because it is 

not only having an ear to hear, but a desire that others hear also. It is not only having a vision to 

grow up, but a vision that the whole Body come to this fulness. So you can surely understand 

what we are dealing with there. And it is such a people coming to turn their hearts toward the 

knowing of Him and coming into such a tremendous relationship, understanding that He is not 

only given to be Head and IS Head, but must have the preeminence. And that preeminence 

must begin with me, and that must become the very breath, the very breathing, the very beating 

of my heart; to know Him in such a way that He is having the preeminence in all things. So 

these little mediations find a purpose for those whom the Lord hath chosen; that they may 

somehow create in us ground and create in us atmosphere; create in us a desire, a longing that 

will produce in us a turning of our hearts to see Him. When we do, all kinds of things happen. 

Relationship springs up, fellowship is strengthened, the Word is strengthened, the Word goes 

forth, the Church hears – all kinds of things happen. But without seeing Him these are just 

lessons, and these words are just words. So let us continue with our hearts set toward the seeing 

of HIM. 

 

 

THE HEIR 

Turn to Hebrews 1:1, and let us sum up one thing in Him over which He must have the 

preeminence. I am going to read from the King James and then several other translations, and 

then from the concordant literal translation. “God, who at sundry times, and in divers manners, 

spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets hath, in these last days, spoken unto us by 

His Son, Whom He hath appointed heir of all things.” Not just some heir, not just an heir, but 

THE heir, appointed heir, and the inference here in the original translation is THE HEIR. That 

means the ONLY heir. You say, “well, we are heirs”. We are joint heirs; we are heirs only in 

that we are joined unto Him, only in that we are in union with Him; only in that we are His, 

bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh; only in that we are the Body which gives Him evidence 

and substance in the earth. We are not heirs in addition to; we are joint heirs as one with Him. 

He is the heir. That establishes preeminence. So again, whom He hath appointed preeminent. 

“…heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds, who being the brightness of His glory, 

the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when he 

hath, by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the majesty on high.” 
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Reference: 

Romans 8:17 

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 

him, that we may be also glorified together. 

 

 

IN THE PERSON OF HIS SON 

Now we are again speaking of this Person of Christ. But here is what I want you to notice. 

“Hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son.” Let us look at better renditions of that. 

“Hath at the end of these days spoken unto us…Hath at last in these times spoken unto us… 

Has now at the end of the present age given us the truth. But in this final age, He has spoken to 

us in His Son through a Son, with a Son to speak for Him.” Here I believe is the most original 

translation: “In the person of a Son”, because the very original translation in the Greek says, 

“Hath at the end of those days spoken unto us in Son.” IN SON. “He hath spoken unto us in 

Son.” “Hath at the end of those days…” At the end of what days? Look at verse 1 in these 

translations: “God, having of old times spoken by divers portions and in divers manners… 

Whereas in many parts and in many ways of old God spoke… God, Who of old spoke in many 

fragments and by various methods… Many were the forms and fashions in which God spoke of 

old… It was bit by bit and in many different ways that God in olden times spoke… In many 

and various ways God spoke of old… In many separate revelations, each of which set forth a 

portion of the truth, and in different ways God spoke of old…” 

 

What we are seeing here is the writer of Hebrews saying God used many ways to speak to the 

prophets, many ways to speak to the fathers, in times past. BUT, the end of those times has 

come when God has spoken unto us IN SON. The King James says “by His Son”, but the 

original version simply says, “at the end of those times He has spoken unto us in Son.” It is 

kind of like I am speaking to you in English; God speaks in SON. Some speak in Spanish; God 

speaks IN SON. But it is not just a language, it is A PERSON. One of these translations that 

uses the original and says “in Son” has in parenthesis “in (the person of His) Son”. Because 

that is what it means. “Hath spoken in Son.” God hath spoken to us in a Person. That means 

God has taken a Person and set Him in us, and that Person is the absolute fulness and the 

absolute fulfillment, the absolute end, the absolute beginning and end, and essence of 

everything that God has every tried to say or has ever said in any way that He has ever said it. 

That Person is the full description, the full definition, the full fulfillment of all that God has 

ever said, and He is the completion of any way, means or method that God has ever used to say. 

This Son is the Supreme End, the fulfillment of, and the fulness of the expression of the 

expressed Word of the divine heart and divine thought and divine intention of the Father. 

Everything that He has ever said any way He has ever said it is now summed up and perfectly 

said in a Person, and that Person is His Son. Now, He has placed that Son in you and I, that He 

may reveal that Son in you and I, that by the knowing of that Son, by the spiritual 

comprehending of that Son, we may now have a perfect spiritual comprehending of the mind 

and heart and thought and intention and Word of the Living God. 
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References: 

John 1:1, 14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 

the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 

1 John 1:1 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 

 

Hebrews 1:3a 

Who, being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person… 

 

                                                   

GROWING UP IN HIM 

Oh yes, growing up in Him. We do not come to this perfect comprehension of Him when God 

first begins to reveal Him in us; but the end of the revelation of Jesus Christ is coming to a 

perfect comprehension of Him. And once He is fully revealed in us, and we have come to a 

perfect comprehension of Him, we will have at that time perfectly comprehended the whole 

Eternal Word and Thought and Mind of God the Father, and in no other way can this be done. 

So, my question to the Church is: why do we seek to know Him in divers ways and manners, 

when those divers ways and manners and means did not, indeed could not set forth the divine 

thought, mind and heart of God in its fulness? But that divine thought, heart, mind, intention, 

word of God is fully set forth IN THE SON. Why then, do we not turn our hearts to know Him, 

that the Spirit of God would fully reveal Him? Why do we still want to know Sonship in place 

of just knowing the Son? Why do we spend all our time searching on Kingdom principles 

instead of setting our heart on comprehending The King, The Person of the Kingdom Himself? 

This is saying nothing against principles; but so many of us know principles and we try to 

apply them to our lives, and we fail to comprehend the Son. We have failed to comprehend that 

we have no life but THE SON. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 3:16 

Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:10 

But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

 

The flesh is subtle here. The flesh would cause you and I to think that learning things about 

Him is a replacement for learning Him: and it is not. The flesh would try to cause us to think 

that learning principles about the Kingdom substitutes for the King being revealed in us; 

substitutes us being transformed within into the nature, the essence, the substance, the character 
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of the King Himself. The Kingdom is not to manifest principles; the Kingdom is to manifest the 

nature, the substance, the essence, the character of The King. We can get off on searching the 

principles and they can become no more to us than the Commandments were to the Hebrews – 

things that we cannot possibly make work. Not that the commandments were wrong; it is not 

that the principles are  wrong. It is just that we cannot make them work, because they are 

descriptions of the nature and character of another person. They are not given to us so that we 

can comprehend them and make them work… commandments and principles. They are simply 

descriptions of a nature, of an essence, of a character of a Person; and only in THAT PERSON 

being revealed in us is there a transformation taking place; transformed into His image from 

glory to glory, changed into His  glorious image. It is a forming of CHRIST in nature, in 

character in us, so that we begin to manifest the nature and the character that those principles 

describe. It is so that we begin to manifest the nature that the principle of love talks about; so 

that we begin to manifest the character that the principle of righteousness speaks of; so that we 

begin to manifest the essence that the principle of dominion power is all about. It is so that we 

begin to manifest the Person Whose Body, Whose Kingdom, Whose Realm we now are. This 

whole Gospel comes down to the Son being revealed in those in whom He dwells. 

 

References: 

Romans 14:17 

For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the 

Holy Ghost. 

 

Hebrews 7:19 

For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we 

draw nigh unto God. 

 

Romans 8:29 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

 

THE LEARNING OF CHRIST 

And so God, has summed up everything He has ever said, every way He has ever said it, every 

method and manner He has ever used to say it; having summed up all that in THE PERSON 

OF HIS SON, so that His Son may have the preeminence in and as the way God NOW speaks 

to those who will truly hear Him. MY question is, are you and I substituting other ways, other 

methods for the hearing of God; are we substituting other methods, means and manners, rather 

than giving ourselves to the learning of Christ; rather than giving our hearts, giving ourselves 

over, and saying, “God, reveal Your Son in me”? Are we still going into the Scriptures to see 

things, or to see HIM? Are we still going there for sermons, or that God may reveal The Word 

in me? Am I still going there, searching it out diligently, scholarly, for principles, or am I going 

into the garden with no thought of eating anything but the fruit of the Tree of Life in the midst 
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of the Garden, which is Christ Himself? Now that is my question: Is He preeminent in the way 

we are hearing from God? Are we still trying to hear from God in lesser ways? Are we still 

trying to hear from God and make the basis of hearing from God gifts of the Spirit? This is not 

to take away from gifts, because you cannot do that anyway. Gifts have a realm in which they 

naturally operate, but there is a more perfect, fuller hearing. There is a comprehending of THE 

Word, not just A Word from God, and there is a perfection that only THE Word from God can 

work in you, that A Word from God cannot work. Now I have nothing against a Word from 

God. I am simply pointing you on beyond to THE Word of God, and these other, lesser means 

only become hurtful to us when we substitute them. But so many of us are prone to do just that. 

 

We are substituting them because they are not only lesser ways; they are easier ways to hear 

from God. They are easier ways; they do not cost us our very life. They do not cost us the very 

giving over of our souls. No, they really don’t because babes can be used in these areas. But to 

have the Son revealed in you means that you have to begin to embrace Him in you initially, as 

He is initially revealed in you – in His death, His burial, His resurrection, and on and on. And 

finally along the line, we come to Him in His Headship. And this establishes Him preeminent 

in all things. No lesser means of hearing from God establishes Him as preeminent in all things. 

We can receive a Word from God and go right on our ways, never actually seeing our lives 

changed at all. This is possible, but it is quite impossible to have God reveal His Son in you AS 

HEAD, and continue to go on your own way. That is impossible! 

 

So it is in these ways that I am speaking and the end of all other ways; and I am not talking 

necessarily of the doing away with all other ways. I am talking about the end to which all other 

ways are pointing, the fulfillment of all other ways, the completion that all these other ways are 

pointing towards. Is God revealing His Son in you? Not just once; not just in a revealing, but 

the revealing, the walking in the light as He is in the light. That is precisely the relationship that 

must come into His Body, and it must begin in my heart. And if it replaces other ways of 

knowing Him, then so be it; because if they could have brought perfection, they already would 

have. And all of these ways described in the first verse of Hebrews 1 are of God and were of 

God, and all of the ways that are part of the earnest of the Spirit which we have received are 

and were of God. But the seven-fold Spirit of God is come to reveal the PERFECT way. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 5:8 

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord; walk as children of light. 

 

1 John 1:7 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
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1 John 2:8 

Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because 

the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. 

 

 

THE PERFECT WAY 

Turn to 1 Corinthians 13. Now I know you say that is the “love chapter”. Well, it is the 

CHRIST chapter, just like every other chapter in the Bible, but I want to show you something. 

Look at verse 31 of chapter 12, “Not all are interpreting, yet be zealous for the greater 

graces…” (I am reading out of the concordant literal version.) “…and still I am showing you a 

path suited to transcendence…” That means “a higher road”. Some other translations: “Yet I 

show you a more excellent way. (Kings James) Something else that is better than any of them. 

Yet, I can still show you a way beyond all comparison the best. Yet, I go on to show you still a 

higher path. But I shall show you a way that surpasses them all.” Then he begins to describe the 

nature of a Person. Anyone reading this Bible with even an open mind, let alone the mind being 

led of the Spirit has to understand that what is being talked about here is not a principle, but a 

PERSON. And this is the end of what he is driving at now. “…and yet I show you a more 

perfect way.” Yet I show you a way that is higher than and that surpasses them all. The end of 

that is in verse 10. “But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be 

done away.” This is the conclusion. Everything between verse 31 and here, he is showing a 

more perfect way. He is NOT just talking about the subject of love; he is not talking about 

YOUR version of love; he is not talking about love as a principle. He begins to describe not 

gifts, not offices, not things. He begins to describe a PERSON; he begins to unfold the nature 

and character of a Person. Then he brings it to a conclusion, as if to say, “Here is the perfect 

way, here is the better way, here is the more excellent way.” “When that which IS PERFECT is 

come, then that which is in part…(all of these other things which have been listed in chapter 

12) shall be done away.” 

 

In verse 9 he has just said, “For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.” Look at some of 

the other translations of that. “For our knowledge is fragmentary. Our knowledge, our prophecy 

are only glimpses of the truth. We only know bit by bit (Moffett). We learn only a part of 

anything and we prophesy in part, and the prophets’ word gives only a part of what is true. 

(Beck) What we prophesy is incomplete. (Williams) And our preaching is incomplete, but as 

soon as that which is complete is come, as soon as wholeness comes, then the fragmentary 

becomes antiquated, the imperfect will be superseded, that is the end of the incomplete. Then 

the need for these inadequate ways will come to an end.(New World) What does he mean: 

“When that which is perfect is come”? What is he talking about? “That everything that is 

fragmentary will be summed up when that which is perfect is come.” What is he talking about? 

“When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child. But when I 

became a man I put away childish things, But now we see through a glass…” This is the same 

glass spoken of in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “…darkly, but then face to face…” This is the same 

“face to face” that is talked about in 1 Corinthians 13:12. “…face to face. Now I know in part, 
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but then I shall know even as also I am known.” Now I know in part, but then I shall know as 

even I am known. 

 

We are talking about God revealing His Son in you, and giving Him preeminence in all things. 

He is that which is perfect and which brings perfection. He is that which is complete, in Whom 

we have and find our completion. He is that perfect Word; He is the perfect Son; He is the 

perfect King; He is the perfect Priest; He is the perfect City; He is the perfect Throne; He is the 

perfect Diadem. HE IS THAT WHICH IS PERFECT! And when He comes, He takes the 

place of all that has merely pointed toward Him. He Himself assumes Headship and 

preeminence in all things. May the Lord direct us in our searching together, and may we give 

ourselves to the knowing of HIM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 125 

LESSON 7 – EVER CHANGING HEAVENS 

 

 

BODY OF CHRIST – IN THE HEAVENS 

This will be our last lesson with regard to Bethel. After this we will go back to the journey of 

Elijah and Elisha and see the next level of understanding that the Lord takes us to as we follow 

after our Heavenly Elijah. Right now we are dealing with Bethel, the House of God that we are. 

This search as you know, has led us to deal with the Headship of that House and the Headship 

of that Body. The House of God is actually a flesh and blood Body. Oh yes, very much a 

Spiritual Body, but here in the earth very much bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh. So 

what we have been seeing is that in the heavens the emphasis is upon the term “Body of 

Christ”, where we are joined with Him in Spirit, and joined with Him in that realm of the Spirit 

that is called “in Spirit”, “dwelling in Spirit”, “living in Spirit”, “walking in Spirit”, that is, in 

THE SPIRIT. Also it is over 150 times referred to as being “IN CHRIST”. In many of those 

places it describes that as being in Heavenly places in Christ Jesus. We recognize that this is in 

a realm of the Spirit that we are caught up into, though the term “up” there has nothing to do 

with distance or direction, but it has to do with the realm of greater authority, the greater realm; 

a realm that exceeds in majesty, in authority; exceeds in time and place and state of being. It is 

that realm of the Spirit, that realm that we are caught up into by the Spirit of God when we are 

delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the Kingdom of His dear Son. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 2:6 

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

 

Colossians 3:1 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 

right hand of God. 

 

Colossians 1:13 

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of 

his dear Son 

 

 

THE CHURCH – HIS BODY IN THE EARTH 

So it is there that we relate to Him most closely by the term “Body”. But it is in the earth that 

we relate to Him most closely by the term “Church”. I am not suggesting that the two are 

separate one from the other. On the contrary I am telling you, and I want to make a great 

emphasis on that, because we are dealing with Headship of Christ, Bethel, the House of God, 

the Church defined. There has to come a definition of the Church in the earth, and the Church 

does not get its definition from the earth. The Church gets its definition from the heavens. The 

true Church… I am not talking about that mockery that we set up and call “church”… the true 
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Church is a tangible manifestation in the earth of the Heavenly Body in union with its Head; 

that New Creation, created of God in Christ Jesus, being made manifest in the earth tangibly, 

visibly, daily. This is what we call the Church. And if you are involved in the earth with 

anything other than that, and are calling it “Church”, then you are bringing a mockery, and you 

are bringing a liability to the truth as it is in Christ. I stopped short then, because I do not want 

to sound too harsh, but I want you and I to give some attention to this. There are too many of us 

who are saying we are dedicated to this message, and what we are meaning is that we are 

dedicated to the verbal sound of this message. We are dedicated to the preaching of it; to the 

sitting and listening to the preaching of it, whether in person or by tape or video. We are 

dedicated to this message, and many times we mean that this is the message that we like to hear 

more than any other message. When will our dedication to this message – having understanding 

now that this message is a Person, and not just a series of teachings and theological 

disputations; but when will you and I, who are dedicated to this message in the realization that 

this message is a Person, and that Person is the Head of something, and what He is Head of, is 

His own Body, and we are that Body; and that in the Heaven, in that realm of the Spirit we are 

joined to Him Who is our Head for one purpose: that in the Heavens we might grow up into 

Him in all things, and that growing up into Him in the Heavens in all things, and our being 

transformed into His very image has but one purpose, and that is that it may be made manifest 

in all the earth. 

 

So my question is: when will you and I who so glibly say ‘we are dedicated, we are committed 

to this message’, when will you and I begin to order the conduct of our lives, the manner of our 

conversation, that is, our manner of living? When will our manner of living in the earth become 

a direct manifestation of our union with Christ, our Head; our oneness with Christ, our Head; 

our union and oneness with one another in Christ, our Head? When will our manner of living in 

the earth become an example and a manifestation of that glorious, heavenly reality? When will 

you and I begin to live as the Church in the earth, rather than giving our time and our monies, 

and our efforts and our allegiance to that thing that is NOT the Church, and will never be the 

Church, and in many cases has never been the Church? I will agree that some things that are no 

longer the Church at one time were. They were at one time a legitimate expression of Christ in 

the earth, but have long since ceased to be such an expression of Him. Well, when will you and 

I who are to be that expression of Him in the earth quit serving that which is no longer an 

expression of Him, and begin ourselves to bring forth such an expression in the earth: loving 

one another, serving one another, faithful to one another, committed to one another as Christ 

Himself? 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest 

the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 
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Colossians 1:10 

That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and 

increasing in the knowledge of God. 

 

Colossians 2:6,7 

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him; Rooted and built up in 

him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

 

Ephesians 4:1-3 

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 

wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 

another in love; Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:12 

That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory. 

 

 

THE EVER CHANGING HEAVENS 

Now this is my question. And since it is my last lesson on the House of God, which we are, I 

think it is a most appropriate question. So as we go in this search, I want us to entertain this; I 

want us to consider THE EVER CHANGING HEAVENS. Heaven is ever changing. What do I 

mean by that? I mean that you and I are raised up together, made to be seated together in 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus in the Spirit, and that abode is ever changing. He is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8), and He changeth not. But you and I are ever 

maturing. We are ever growing, we are ever developing. And you and I constitute the dwelling 

place. Yes, Christ constitutes the dwelling place, but it is a habitation made up of the 

inhabitants thereof; and although He is the habitation in whom we are placed, baptized, brought 

by the Spirit of God; being there we constitute the habitation of Him. So that Jesus is able to 

say “In that day you will understand that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in 

you.” He goes in John 14 to that “We will make our habitation, we will make our abode, we 

will make our mansion with you and in you.” So that, not only do we dwell in Him, but He 

dwells in us; and this constitutes the habitation that is referred to as being in the Spirit or in 

Heavenly Places, Heavenly Places in Christ Jesus. We are continually growing up in Him; 

therefore the Heavens are continually changing, because we are continually growing up into 

Him Who is our Head. 

 

References: 

Malachi 3:6 

For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 
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Ephesians 2:19-22 

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and 

of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together 

groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for an 

habitation of God through the Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 4:23,24 

And be renewed in the spirit of your mind: And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 

created in righteousness and true holiness 

 

 

AS THE HEAVENS CHANGE, THE CHURCH IS TO CHANGE. 

As the Heavens therefore, are continually changing, so must the Church continually manifest 

that change; that more perfect image of Him, that more perfect fulness of Him in the earth. 

When what we call the Church, that earthly manifestation becomes stagnant, and become 

stationary, and becomes bound up in teachings that no longer reflect the Truth of the Heavens, 

no longer reflect the very present unfolding of Jesus Christ; then that thing ceases to be Gospel, 

and that place ceases to be a reflection of Heaven. And those that are there serving it begin to 

come under the term “bondage” – not children of the free, but children of the bondage, children 

of the Jerusalem that now is, not the Heavenly Jerusalem, which is continually changing. 

Though the Head of Jerusalem never changes, Jerusalem continually changes, in that Jerusalem 

is continually learning Him and being filled in the Spirit with the fulness of the Spirit. Now, 

who is the fulness of the Spirit? The fulness of the Spirit is CHRIST HIMSELF. Do you see 

that? So that when the Scripture says to be filled with the fulness of the Spirit, it is not talking 

about how many hours you speak in tongues every day; and it is not talking about how long 

your dress is or what color your necktie is. But to be filled with the fulness of the Spirit is to be 

measured in the fulness of the measure of the stature of Christ; because the fulness of the Spirit 

is the fulness of Christ Himself! 

 

References: 

Galatians 4:24-26 

Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, 

which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and 

answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem 

which is from above is free, which is the mother of us all. 

 

Ephesians 3:19 

And to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 

fulness of God. 
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Ephesians 5:18 

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 4:13 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 

man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 

 

 

JERUSALEM THAT NOW IS… OR FROM ABOVE 

When what we are calling the Church on earth ceases to become that, it becomes BONDAGE. 

You cannot have it both ways. You cannot serve Jerusalem that now is and Jerusalem which is 

from above, The one becomes a taskmaster; the other is the Mother of us all; and you cannot 

serve both at the same time. There has to be some decisions come into the Heavenly Body of 

Jesus Christ. That Heavenly Body is going to have to come to a decision of whether we are 

going to become a manifestation of Him in the earth or whether we are going to place ourselves 

into bondage to that earthly thing that has ceased to be a manifestation of Him. And when 

something ceases to be a manifestation of Him, it becomes a tomb. And why seek ye the living 

among the dead? I am continually amazed at believers who are, in my opinion, growing up in 

the Lord, but in the earth they are still seeking the living among the dead. I am wondering, 

“Why are you doing that? Why are you frustrating yourselves? Do you think there is something 

holy in tradition? Do you think that you are going to actually see Him appear in the midst of 

that tomb?” All you are going to find of Him there is His grave clothes; which says that He was 

there in death, but He is not there in Life. You and I are going to have to come to some serious 

conditions here! 

 

References: 

Luke 24:5 

And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why 

seek ye the living among the dead?     

 

Galatians 4:9,10 

But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the 

weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, 

and months, and times, and years. 

 

Galatians 3:3 

Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 

 

We are not going to bring a present manifestation of Christ into a house that has become a 

tomb. Rather, we ourselves (and I am speaking of the Body of Christ) are going to have to 

become that manifestation of Him in the earth that the “church system” has ceased to become. 

Now I need to say to you once again, I believe in the local Church; I just do not call everything 
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that has a steeple on it a local Church. I do not call everything that meets in a living room a 

local Church. But I believe in the local Church; I am given to the local Church, I am a servant 

of the local Church. And I am convinced that the local Church may be found throughout the 

world, throughout this country and around the world, and is found; but I am telling you that 

much of what is found does not constitute the local Church, and much of what looks to the eye 

and the natural man like the local Church has long ceased to be the local Church. What I am 

telling you is, that you cannot define the local Church in the earth or by earthly looks, or earthly 

evaluations, or earthly standards. You must define the local Church in the Heavens. The local 

Church is defined in the Heavens and manifested in the earth. 

 

Reference: 

Matthew 6:10 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

 

 

THE CHURCH SEEN IN THE SPIRIT 

Therefore, when John in the book of the Revelation was caught up in Spirit… look at this in 

Revelation 1:9. “And I, John, who also are your brother and companion in tribulation and in the 

Kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the Isle that is called Patmos for the word of God 

and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.” Now, the only way 

that John is going to be able to see the Church in which Christ is being revealed, is because he 

was in the Spirit. You do not see this Church in the earth. You do not receive an understanding 

of the Church in the earth. Your understanding of the Church must be received in the Heavens 

and then you must live according to that understanding in the earth. You must become a 

manifestation of a heavenly understanding. That is why there is so much misunderstanding 

about the Church and about the Heavens, and so much that the book of Revelation unfolds. It is 

because it is unfolding the fulness of Who Jesus is. And of course, His fulness can only be 

unfolded in the earth in His Church which is His Heavenly Body. So there is much said about 

the Church and the Heavenly Body in connection with the revelation of the Man, the revelation 

of Jesus Christ here in the book of Revelation. 

 

But we must not miss this little verse that brings it all into perspective. “I was in the Spirit on 

the Lord’s day.” That does not mean he had a tingling in his right hand on Sunday. It means 

that he was caught up in the realm that Paul calls being “in Christ” well over 150 times. It 

means that he was caught up into the realm that Paul says, ‘if we live in the Spirit, then we 

should also walk in the Spirit’. It means that he was caught up into a Spiritual realm, a Spiritual 

kingdom, and he was caught up there in his understanding, in his inner man, in his soul and the 

eyes of his understanding were enlightened that he may know, and he began to see, in the 

Spirit, the fulness of the Person of Jesus Christ. He began to encounter Christ by revelation. He 

began to have Christ unveiled in him. You see all of this is taking place IN John, IN the Spirit, 

IN the Heavens, IN the Lord’s day. All of this is taking place in the Spirit. It is not something 

that is way out far beyond him; but something that is being birthed in him in the Spirit in the 
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Lord’s Day. All of this is taking place in that glorious realm wherein he has been caught up by 

the Spirit, and there he is beholding the Church in whom Christ is being revealed. That is the 

only way you and I can come to understand what is the true Church in the earth. The only way 

we can come to understand that is by Heavenly revelation. The revelation is not of the Church 

as aside from the Person. The revelation of the Church comes along with and is part of the 

revelation of Jesus Christ, because you see, immediately upon viewing the Church, upon a 

closer view, a more perfect view, he saw Him Who is the very substance and center and 

essence of the Church. He saw the appearing of the Son of Man. 

 

References: 

Galatians 5:25    

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 3:16,18,19 

That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by 

his Spirit in the inner man; 

May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 

height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with 

all the fulness of God. 

 

Revelation 1:13 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment 

down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

 

 

SON OF MAN APPEARS – IN HIS CHURCH 

Where does He appear? In His Holy Tabernacle, in His Church. For what purpose? For the 

purpose of conforming that Church into the image of Him. What is the order in which He does 

that? What is the unfolding of that confirmation, of that transformation? Well, he was 

immediately taken into the heavens, and there he saw it unfold, as it were: line upon line, 

precept upon precept, from Glory to Glory. But all of that was taking place in the Church and 

being manifested in the earth. But it is such a glorious revealing of Christ that we are looking 

for. So we are not going into the Scriptures searching for the Church, but we are going into the 

Scriptures searching for Christ. But you see, a part of that revealing of Christ, indeed, the very 

place of His revealing is in His own House, in the Church. So you will never understand the 

Church by an earthly definition. The only way you and I are going to understand the Church is 

in the revealing of the Son of God in the Church, understanding the Church’s oneness and 

union with Him in the Heavens. Therefore, automatically beginning to live, or beginning to 

exemplify that understanding, that union, that Heavenly reality in the earth as His Church. 
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References: 

Romans 8:29 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

Hebrews 3:6 

But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and 

the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

 

So it is not our intention in this lesson to take you through the book of Revelation and show 

you how it unfolds; but that is exactly what the book of Revelation is unfolding. The Church in 

the first part of the book of Revelation was the place of His revealing, and He is being revealed 

in the Church, and we are seeing the Church as seven golden candlesticks. But at the end of the 

transformation which takes place in the heavenly view and in the heavenly union; at the end of 

that transformation, the Church is now manifesting herself in the earth, because she has come 

down out of the heavens, as it were, into the earth. But now, what is the Church? The Church is 

not seven candlesticks, and yet Christ has not changed; the Head has not changed, the Light has 

not changed, but the Church has grown; and now the Church is a glorious city, a glorious bride, 

a glorious wife, decked out with all of the jewels that represent the splendor and glory of the 

Person of Christ Himself! Now the Church represents in all of the earth that glorious Tree of 

Life, and that glorious pure River that is flowing out from the Throne and out from the Tree of 

Life which is in the square of the City which is in the Throne. Now the Church is presenting 

more perfectly an example, more perfectly a manifestation of the very Person of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, Whose Body the Church is, the essence of Him, the fulness of Him manifested in the 

earth. The only way that we are ever going to realize who we are in the earth is to know who 

we are IN CHRIST in the heavens. And the only way we are ever going to know who we are 

IN HIM is to know who He is IN US. 

 

References: 

Revelation 1:20 

The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden 

candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches; and the seven candlesticks 

which thou sawest are the seven churches. 

 

Revelation 21:2 

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. 

 

 

 

 

 



 133 

Revelation 22:1,2 

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 

God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there 

the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the 

leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

 

 

THE ORDER IN THE HEAVENS 

So the revelation of Jesus Christ is not essentially about who we are in Him. No, it is the 

revelation of Jesus Christ; it is about WHO HE IS IN US, because you see, He Who is in us, is 

made all things that He is unto us. So we become, in heaven and in earth, the very essence of 

Who He is. I know that sounds like a Chinese puzzle to the natural man, but that is the order of 

things. The order of things in heaven is not me first, or you first, or us first. The order of things 

in heaven is HIM first; Head first, afterward they that are His at His appearing. Paul says it 

another way. “When He Who is our life shall appear…” That is, be manifested; not only just 

unveiled in a knowing way, but manifested outwardly as a result of the inward revealing, as a 

result of that inward knowing. When He Who is our life, Who has been revealed in us, is 

outwardly manifested in a very clear and distinct way, then we…” then shall ye…’’. Then shall 

we in the same measure and by the same manifestation be seen also in His Glory. In other 

words, when shall it be seen who we are? When He is seen, then it shall be seen who we are; 

because who we are is what and Who He is, and Who He is He is fully made unto us. So I say 

again, I do not search the Scriptures to find out who the Church is; I search the Scriptures that 

God may reveal His Son in me. In seeing Him, I see who the Church is; in seeing Him, I see 

where the Church is. And in growing up in Him, I as part of that Church become a 

manifestation of Him in the earth. And what the Church is, is a manifestation of Him in the 

earth. We must look to the Heavens in order to realize the purpose, the scope, the depth, the 

reality of our life in the earth. We must look to the heavens to understand the definition, the 

purpose, the scope, the ministry, the reality of the Church in the earth. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 

sanctification, and redemption. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:23 

But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his 

coming. 

 

Colossians 3:4 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
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WE ARE THE CHURCH 

You and I who are in Christ do NOT “go to church” – WE ARE THE CHURCH. Our 

gatherings are not “going to church”, our gatherings are gatherings of the Church. And I 

believe, as we grow up into Him Who is the Head, and come to realize our union with Him as 

His Body in the Heavens, our gatherings as the Church in the earth will become much more 

frequent and much more productive than they are now. We are seeing that there is an ever 

changing Heavens because we are ever growing up into Him, and that which we call the 

Church in the earth must be that which reflects the ever changing Heavens. You and I are going 

to have to come to some decisions, and the decisions are not going to be made on the earth. The 

decisions are going to be made in the Heavens. As God continues to reveal His Son in you, it is 

going to become ever increasingly difficult to remain in a tomb. Sooner or later, you are going 

to have to come forth as the Body of His Resurrection in the Heavens, in your understanding, 

and as surely as you do that, you are going to have to live as the Church of His Resurrection in 

the earth. The stone is going to be rolled away, and the earth is going to quake, and you are 

going to have to come forth out of the grave clothes in the fulness of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

 

THE REALITY OF HIM 

Now I know that we would, in many cases rather get new pews for the tomb and call it 

“church”. Or just put a new sign over the door, or just repaint the tomb, or just refurbish the 

tomb. But it is still a tomb, and it has accomplished its purpose. It must be folded as a vesture, 

even as the grave clothes on the inside of it were folded and laid aside; because the heavenly 

message is, “He is no longer here. Why seek ye the living among the dead?” This is not 

something I am trying to convince you of in the natural, or convince you of in the earthly, but I 

am telling you, that as you continue to walk in the Heavens, and as Christ becomes the 

definition of His Body, and as Christ becomes the definition of His Church, and as Christ 

becomes the very definition of who you are; that definition is going to begin to determine your 

manner of living in the earth, and it is going to determine where you are in commitment and 

who you are in commitment and in ministry and in service. There is going to be a tangible 

manifestation of Christ in the earth as the reality of Him fills up the Heavens. That is going to 

take place. In order to stay in the tomb, you are going to have to stop the Heavenly Vision; you 

are going to have to turn from the Heavenly Vision, because you are not going to be able to 

bring the Heavenly Vision back into the tomb. The tomb will not hold it. The tomb will try to 

change it; the tomb will get to the point where it will not even be able to tolerate it. It will try to 

change it; it will try to explain it; it will try to water it down.  Think of all of the excuses that 

evolve around the true resurrection, that initial resurrection of Jesus Christ. “Well, He never 

was in there”, or “He is stolen”, “This is a natural phenomena”. All of those excuses. You will 

see all of them in one way or another, and they will all sound very spiritual, but the whole thing 

is that it is the tomb trying to retain the Church, and the Church is the Body of His Resurrection 

and the tomb simply cannot retain it. Not that true Body; not that true manifestation of it in the 

earth; not that true Church. It will come forth in the resurrection of Christ, declaring Himself in 

the fulness of the truth as the truth is now being unveiled in Him in Heavenly Places. 
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References: 

John 20:6,7 

Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen 

clothes lie, And the napkin that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but 

wrapped together in a place by itself. 

 

Matthew 28:13,15 

Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept. 

So they took the money, and did as they were taught; and this saying is commonly reported 

among the Jews until this day. 

 

 

A PROBLEM 

Now look in John 2:13. Jesus is going to the temple, and it is the Jews’ Passover. “And the 

Jews’ Passover was at hand and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.” See, there is a problem here 

before we ever get started. If you will look in the Law and the prophets, in Leviticus, 

Deuteronomy and Numbers concerning the feasts, whether it is the three feasts that make up the 

Passover, or the feast that makes up Pentecost, or the feasts of the Tabernacle; whatever they 

are called there, they are the feasts of the Lord. Indeed they were the feasts of the Lord, and 

indeed they are all fulfilled in the Lord and by the Lord Himself; because He becomes unto us 

those very feasts, and in Him we are made partakers of those very feasts. As we, as it were, 

partake of Him in the Heavens, we will exemplify the reality of those feasts in the earth; not 

only individually, but at one time in a very large complete corporate way, this shall be made 

manifest. But you see, here that had ceased to be the LORD’S feasts and had become the 

JEWS’ feasts. 

 

References: 

Leviticus 23:2,4, 44 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the Lord, which 

ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts. 

These are the feasts of the Lord, even holy convocations, which ye shall  proclaim in their 

seasons. 

And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the Lord. 

 

1 Corinthians 5:7,8 

Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even 

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 

neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 

and truth.  

 

This is the way it is in the earth today. That which at one time exemplified the Lord has, in so 

many cases just now come to exemplify a teaching, a tradition, a ministry. In some cases, it 
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does not even exemplify a valid teaching or a valid ministry any more. In some cases it does, 

but in most every case it has ceased to exemplify the Lord. We go there and we do not go there 

to eat the feast which THE LORD IS, and we are not fed that Word which He is. We hear 

words ABOUT Him, but we are not made to be partakers of the Word which HE IS. Yet, we 

just continue to go, and continue to go on and on. I did not come to this in the flesh, but the 

Spirit of God is screaming in my inner man, “Why do you do this? Why do you continue to eat 

that which is not Me? Why do you continue to seek for that which is not Me? Why are you, as 

My Body, bringing Me back into the tomb?” The Lord questions me on these things, and I 

think not only me, but the Lord is questioning each of us who would know His Son, and would 

cause us to understand we can no longer keep our knowing in the Heaven. We must become a 

manifestation of that knowing in the earth. This is said by the Lord Jesus like this: “You cannot 

put your light under a bushel or hide it under a bed.” Sooner or later your light is going to have 

to be put in the lampstand. You know who the lampstand it? The lampstand is the Church, and 

the Church is determined by the Light. If the lamp, that is the light is taken away…. To the 

Church in Revelation, what does He say? ‘What am I going to do? I am going to remove your 

lamp. I am going to remove your light.’ 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 10:16b,17 

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? For we being many 

are one bread, and one body; for we are all partakers of that one bread. 

 

Mark 4:21 

And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? And not 

to be set on a candlestick? 

 

 

A LAMPSTAND IS FOR THE LIGHT 

The Lord is speaking of what He will take away: ‘Unless you change I will take away your 

lampstand, I will take away your light.’ In Revelation 2:5, “Remember therefore from whence 

thou art fallen and repent.” You fall from heavenly thoughts; you fall from a heavenly place; 

you fall as it were, out of heaven (don’t try to make a theological statement out of that), but you 

fall from a high place. “From whence thou art fallen, and do thy first works or else I will come 

to thee quickly.” How does He come? In a great burst. And what will He do? “I will remove 

your candlestick out of his place, except you repent.” What does the Lord say? What is the 

candlestick for? A candlestick is for a candle. A lampstand is for the lamp. The Lord is the 

Lamp; you and I are the lampstand. And what is He going to do? Except the lampstand have 

the light of the Lamp, He is going to remove the lampstand. He is going to take the lampstand 

out of his place. You and I cannot keep our knowing in the Heaven. We must begin to manifest 

that knowing in the earth. The Lampstand is the Church, and the qualification, the legitimacy of 

the lampstand is that it bear light. If the lampstand bears no light; then it has no reason for a 

place given. It is removed from its place. It has no reason to exist. The light determines the 
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existence of the lampstand; and if there is no light there, it has ceased to become; if there is no 

lamp, then the lampstand has ceased to become a lampstand. It has just become a religious 

object. 

 

Jesus is going up to Jerusalem. Now, this is the earthly Jerusalem. How are we to understand 

the earthly Jerusalem from the Heavenly Jerusalem? It is very simple. The earthly Jerusalem is 

celebrating the feast of the JEWS; the Heavenly Jerusalem is celebrating the feast of THE 

LORD. The earthly Jerusalem is involved in eating something other than the pure, revealed 

Word of God. The earthly Jerusalem is preaching earthly things. The earthly Jerusalem is built 

around ministries, rather than HIM Who is the measure of all ministries. That is Jerusalem that 

now is. It is cranking out disciples; it is cranking out children every day, and cranking them out 

in the bondage of the flesh. It is not that the earthly Jerusalem is not growing; it has MORE 

children than Heavenly Jerusalem has! But that will not always be so, because we read, 

“Rejoice, thou that are barren, for you will have more children than she who hath a husband.” 

Because the measure of these children not only is in number; but the true measure of the 

children of the barren, those that have not brought forth after the flesh, those that have not 

brought forth after the earthly image – is of CHRIST HIMSELF! 

 

References: 

John 6:53 

The Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 

man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:10 

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the 

foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 

thereupon. 

 

Galatians 4:27 

For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that beareth not; break forth and cry, thou that travaileth 

not; for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.  

 

 

THE DIFFERENCE IS CHRIST HIMSELF 

You see, He is the husband of the barren and the unbarren. But it is Christ after the earthly 

image that has been the husband of the unbarren, who has brought forth so many in the flesh. 

For you see, Jerusalem is Jerusalem; but one connotation of Jerusalem is after the flesh, and the 

other is after the Spirit. Both worship Christ, but one by the flesh and the other by the Spirit. 

One is preaching about Him and exercising His ministries and making His ministries even 

more preeminent than Him, so that the minister of Christ becomes more preeminent than the 

Christ Who he ministers. Yet, the other is Christ Himself being ministered through and in His 

Body. There is a difference, and the difference is Christ. The difference between the two 



 138 

Jerusalems is Christ Himself. The difference in the earthly Jerusalem and the Heavenly 

Jerusalem is Christ Himself. One is knowing Christ by the flesh and the other is knowing Christ 

by the Spirit. So, He goes up to Jerusalem, and what does He find? The feast of the Lord? No! 

He finds in there the feast of the Jews. That is what makes the difference in the two Jerusalems. 

“And He found in the temple…” Now, in the midst of that which is called Jerusalem is either a 

heavenly system or an earthly system; either a heavenly reality or an earthly reality. But the 

difference of the two is the understanding of Christ that is there. The difference in the two is 

whether it is the Jews’ feast or the feast of the Lord. And in the midst of that, He finds a 

temple. That is the temple who you are. It all comes down to this. He is going to His Own, He 

is searching out His Own. He is going to His Temple… “And He found in the temple those that 

sold oxen, and sheep and doves, and changers of money sitting, and when He had made a 

scourge of small cords, He drove them out of the temple, and the sheep and the oxen, and 

poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the tables, and said unto them that sold doves, 

Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house a house of merchandise.” 

 

References: 

John 4:23 

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit 

and truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:16  

Wherefore, henceforth know we no man after the flesh; yea, though we have known Christ after 

the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 

 

Now this is not the old thing that you are not supposed to sell anything in the back part of the 

church. You see earthly Jerusalem attempting to make herself look more heavenly. People say, 

‘We receive our offerings in a covered box so you cannot see the money, and we will not allow 

anything to be sold inside the building.’ That building has nothing to do with anything – 

period! The Temple is a PEOPLE; people who are merchandising one another. In the literal 

translation of the word “merchandise” in the Word of God, it is used in an evil sense. As our 

Lord used it here in John2:7 it means, “to make gain of, to cheat, to use deceitful means and 

ways, unfair and unjust practices.” In both the Old and New Testament these evil practices are 

usually taking place among God’s people; and most of the time the religious leaders are 

instigating these various greedy practices. 

 

References: 

Deuteronomy 24:7 

If a man be found stealing any of his brethren of the children of Israel, and maketh 

merchandise of him, or selleth him; then that thief shall die; and thou shalt put evil away from 

you. 
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Philippians 3:18,19 

(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are 

the enemies of the cross of Christ: Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and 

whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.) 

 

                                       

A SUBSTITUTE FOR HIM 

We find, for instance in 2 Peter 2:3 a clear and precise explanation of the word “merchandise” 

and how it operates in and though the hearts of men. “And in their greed, in their covetousness, 

they will exploit you…” (That is, make merchandise of you with false words). To be made 

merchandize of with false words. Look at what the Lord was driving out. He was driving out 

things that were substituting for Him – the doves, the moneychangers. Do you understand that 

in essence everything there was a substitute for Him; and He drove it out. In offering 

substitutes for Him, they were merchandising. Now I know in the literal sense, they were 

selling what should have been given away. They were selling doves. Doves should have been 

given away, because they were for the poor, who came and did not have money for a lamb. 

That is the literal translation, but the spiritual reality (and the Lord sets into effect here a 

spiritual reality), the spiritual reality is that the whole thing was a substitute for Him. And the 

term “merchandise” that is used, and it is picked up again by Peter, is that they merchandise 

you with false words. 

 

References: 

Leviticus 1:14 

And if the burnt-sacrifice for his offering to the Lord be of fowls, then he shall bring his 

offering of turtledoves, or of young pigeons.   

 

Leviticus 5:11 

But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he that sinned shall 

bring for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin-offering; he shall put no 

oil upon it, neither shall he put any frankincense thereon: for it is a sin-offering. 

 

Luke 2:24 

And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of 

turtledoves, or two young pigeons. 

 

We have temples in earthly Jerusalem who are preaching that which is a substitute for Christ. 

They are merchandising, they are receiving money, they are receiving time, they are receiving 

effort, they are challenging to commitment. They are making merchandise of God’s people 

with false words, in that they are presenting something other than Christ. They are making 

merchandise. They are promising you riches, they are promising you health, they are promising 

you better government. They are promising you everything that they can possibly promise – to 

merchandise you. They are using such pure spiritual principles as the “seed principle” – The 
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Seed of the Living God, which Seed is Christ. But they bring it down to such an earthly level as 

to merchandise you, so that giving becomes a greedy thing: that we are giving in order to get, 

rather than giving becoming a part of our worship to Him; giving because we are His Body and 

desire to see Him be manifest in all of the earth; giving as a commitment unto Him as a Body 

committed to a Head. But we have brought it down and we have merchandised it, and put it on 

the marketplace, and have made merchandise. We have made merchandise out of praise and 

worship. We have made merchandise out of offerings; we have made merchandise out of faith. 

There is nothing that the carnal church has not merchandised; offered as a substitute for 

knowing Christ; offered as a substitute for manifesting Him! 

 

References: 

Jude 16 

These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh 

great swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration because of advantage. 

 

Revelation 18:23 

And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom 

and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee; for thy merchants were the great men of 

the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. 

 

 

THE LORD JESUS SHOWS UP 

You think that He is not going to show up? You think that He is not going to cause an 

earthquake, to cause a scourging? How is He going to show up in the earth? He is going to 

show up in the earth by those in whom He is revealed in the heavens. He is going to show up in 

the midst of the earthly Jerusalem. He is going to show up in the midst of the earthly temple. 

And I am not talking about a building off someplace, a church building. I am talking about the 

whole system of it, the whole structure of it. He is going to show up in it in those in whom He 

is revealed in the Heavens; and their ministry is going to be as a plaited rope. Personally I 

believe that is a plaited rope, or a plaited cord. I believe it is plaited together of a three-fold 

cord that is non-breakable; and I believe that three-fold cord is wisdom, knowledge and 

understanding which produces the cord of faith by which He shall scourge all things; speaking 

of a revealing of Himself. But there is going to be a purging. The words of those who speak out 

from the heavens is going to have a purging, scaling, disrupting, destroying effect upon the 

Jews’ feast, and upon the temple that the money changers and the merchandisers have set up 

their shop in. It is not going to have a soothing effect upon their ears. They are not going to 

give it a table in their temple, or a position in their leadership. It is going to have a very 

scalding, a very rebuking sound; because it is going to do away with the substitutes and reveal 

the genuine. It is going to have a scourging effect! 
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Reference: 

Malachi 3:1 

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, 

whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye 

delight in; behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. 

 

Who may abide the day of His appearing? Who shall stand when He appears? He is the 

purification of the Levites, that we may offer our offerings in righteousness. Listen to me, you 

in whom Christ is being revealed: He is being revealed to you in the Heavens, and you know 

the scourging effect it is having on you. You know the things He is tearing down in you; you 

know the things He is ridding in you, which is all things, to be filled with Himself. When you 

begin to manifest that in the earth as His coming, when you begin to manifest that in the earth 

as His appearing; that is, when the true Church begins to make its appearing in the earth, 

because you know it is going to make its appearing in the earth. It is going to make its 

appearing as He Himself, not as something in allegiance with Him – but AS HIM in the earth. 

When those in whom Christ is being revealed in the Heavens begin to manifest that truth of 

Christ in the earth as His Church, it is going to be like Jesus walking in the Temple, and it is 

going to have a very purging effect, and it is going to have a very scaling effect. If you will go 

through that, you will find HE made the scourge, HE drove out. It is implied that HE poured 

out the money changers, HE overthrew the tables, HE said unto them. It is going to be the 

manifestation of HIM. It is not going to be just someone sitting down and trying to come to 

grips with doctrine, or someone arguing about tradition. We are talking about a massive 

revealing of Jesus Christ in the Heavens and a massive manifestation of Him in the earth. We 

are talking about a very literal manifestation in the earth of the very glorious revelation of 

Christ in the Heavens, and His Body manifesting Him in the earth as the Church, the fulness of 

HIM. 

 

References: 

Malachi 3:2,3 

But who may abide the day of his coming? And who shall stand when he appeareth? For he is 

like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap; And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: 

and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto 

the Lord an offering in righteousness. 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:10,12 

When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe 

(because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. 

That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the 

grace of God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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SHOW US A SIGN 

He was challenged now. “Then the Jews said unto Him, what sign do you show us, seeing that 

thou do these things.” ‘My God, give us a sign. What right have you got to do this?’ His answer 

was, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” We are going to be asked the 

same thing. ‘What kind of sign do you have? Where do you get off doing this? Where is your 

authority?’ And your answer is going to be the same thing. I want you to look at His answer. 

“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again after three days.” Several things are said here. The 

first thing is, “This temple must be destroyed. This temple is going to be destroyed.” They did 

not understand that He spake of the temple of His Body, but the temple that is representing 

Him, that old temple was destroyed. It was taken down and there was not a stone left on top of 

another stone. Oh yes, that is true. And in its place He brought forth a very new temple, which 

is the Temple of His Body. You understand that it is His Death. Historically this took place, but 

what took place historically was just prophetic of what does take place now. What has He 

done? He just destroyed that old temple, that temple that REPRESENTS Him, but is NOT Him. 

 

References: 

Matthew 24:1,2 

And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew 

him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? Verily I 

say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown 

down. 

 

Hebrews 9:24 

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the 

true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. 

 

So let us look at this and let the Spirit of the Lord speak. What must be done? This temple must 

be destroyed. Everything that represents Him, but is not Him must be destroyed. All that this 

temple represents must be destroyed: its sacrifices, its order of priesthood, church leadership 

order. Now we are not talking about destroying leadership, but an old order of leadership. We 

are not talking about destroying the priesthood; but an old order of priesthood. What is it that 

destroys it? It is His death, His burial and His resurrection that destroys it. That is what He is 

trying to tell them here. “This temple must be destroyed.” “Destroy this temple and in three 

days I will raise it up again.” This temple must be destroyed. What is going to destroy this old 

temple in the earth, this old order in the earth? A people who have come by death, burial and 

resurrection, a temple that has come by death, burial and resurrection. A Church who represents 

in the earth the reality of death, burial and resurrection will destroy the old order. A priesthood 

in the earth that is representing the Truth and the fulness of death, burial and resurrection will 

destroy the old priesthood. Everything that represents Him, but is not Him, will be removed out 

of its place by the appearing in the earth, by the manifestation of Him in the earth. And, He is 

going to be manifested in the earth by His Church; but it is a Church that has experienced Him 

in the reality of death, burial and resurrection; a Church that is manifesting, not something that 
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represents Him in the earth, but manifesting Him; a people living as Him in the earth. A people 

living in the earth according to their heavenly oneness, and their Heavenly union with Him, a 

people living in the earth as a manifestation of their heavenly Head, a people manifesting in the 

earth a Heavenly Kingdom. “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth as it is in Heaven.” 

It is HE. HE overturns the tables, HE sets the captives free, HE does away with the sacrifices – 

HE. He stops the merchandising. When HE is made manifest, these things stop. The sign of it? 

Death, burial and resurrection. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 10:9 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first; that he may establish 

the second. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:10,11 

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might 

be made manifest in our mortal flesh. For we which live are always delivered unto death for 

Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 

 

 

THE SIGN IS THE CROSS 

What is the sign that is coming in the earth? A people who understand that they have no life but 

Christ. What is the sign? The sign is THE CROSS. The sign of these people is: “It is not I, but 

Christ.” What shall they bear? They shall bear the sign that, ‘We have been destroyed, and HE 

has come forth in our place.’ What sign shall they bear? The sign that, ‘I am dead, and He and 

He alone now lives.’ What shall they manifest in the earth? They shall manifest His death, His 

burial, His resurrection. But not His death, not His burial, not His resurrection; they will 

manifest HIM who is the fulness of His death, His burial and His resurrection, having come in 

union with Him, in union with Him in His death, in union with Him in His burial, in union with 

Him in His resurrection, they manifest HIM. They manifest Him in the earth. And this we call 

THE CHURCH. There are several things being said here. That which is not a manifestation of 

Him, but a mere representation of Him must be destroyed. This old order of the Church, where 

the Church is just one natural family: ‘Bless God, Granddad bought this property, and great-

granddad established here, and my dad was the first elder, and on and on…’ Do you 

understand? It does not matter if there has been a family in the Church for five generations or 

fifteen generations! That is all right, but the Church is not built upon a family that has been 

there for five generations. The Church is to be the manifestation of the heavenly Body that 

cannot be measured by generations, that stretches all the way to the beginning of the beginnings 

of the beginning. The Church is to be a manifestation of CHRIST – not five generations of 

someone’s family, or who has been there the longest. ‘Well, we were here when this was 

started.’ The only thing that does show is our ignorance of when the Church was started! When 

do you think it was started? When someone came and set it in a tangible order? That is not 

when it started! 
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References: 

Galatians 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 

himself for me. 

 

Romans 6:5,8 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection; 

Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. 

 

When do you think the Church in the earth was started? It was not started when Brother Luman 

came along and ordained a pastor there. It was not started when we decided to have services at 

7:30 on Sunday night. That may have been when you started, and that may have been when 

those meetings began to take shape. But you and I have simply become a manifestation in the 

earth of something that is started in the heart and mind of God from before the foundations of 

the earth, and that was brought forth through the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. We can hardly say that we are foundational stones in something that He and He 

alone is the true foundation of! Those kinds of things have to be destroyed. Those kinds of 

thoughts with regard to the Church have to be destroyed. Who is the oldest? Who has been here 

the longest? Leadership based on man, and man’s traditions or man’s evaluations, arguments 

over furniture and furnishings, and colors and landscapes – these are not even issues of the 

Church. 

 

References: 

Matthew 25:34 

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

 

John 17:24 

Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may 

behold my glory, which thou hast given me; for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 

world. 

 

1 Peter 1:20 

Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world but was manifest in these last 

times for you. 

 

Revelation 13:8 

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of 

life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
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THE CHURCH IS TO MANIFEST CHRIST 

I know that these are things that you and I face: how many chairs, what size the room, what 

color to paint the walls. But when that becomes an issue, we have totally left the concept of 

Heaven and have become as carnal as the Brotherhood Lodge down the way. If we are going to 

make such issues as whether we have a piano in the church or not, and whether the pulpit is on 

the side or in the back, or where the bathrooms are located… All of these things have their 

proper place, but all of them are simply to serve the function of the Church. When they become 

an issue in the Church, someone has fallen from Heaven; someone has lost the Lamp in their 

Lampstand; someone has ceased to understand that the Church is to become a visible 

manifestation of the invisible Christ, and it doesn’t matter what colors the chairs are. Not so it 

becomes an issue. Now I appreciate interior decoration of buildings as much as the next person, 

and I appreciate convenience as to how we have placed our aisles and our pews as much as the 

next person. And I appreciate the necessity of having a place for teaching classes, and 

nurseries, and Sunday School so as not to disrupt certain other functions of the Church as well 

as the next person. But when these things become major issues, when these things become 

issues of fellowship, and issues of relationship, we have at that point in time, ceased to be the 

Church. At that point in time, the issue is no longer the chairs; it is the Church itself. We have 

ceased to be Church. What I am telling you here is, that Jesus walked into a situation like that, 

and His only answer to it was to do away with the whole thing! 

 

When He was challenged about it, He said, ‘I do this on the authority of My death, My burial, 

My resurrection. I do away with this old on the authority that I shall raise up a new in its place. 

That is My authority.’ Our authority for doing away with things on the earth that simply 

represent Him, comes only when we become a manifestation of Him. Now, that is my question 

to you. Are you and I simply going to be a representation of Him, or are we going to be, and 

live as a manifestation of Him? In the one, we cannot call ourselves “Church”. In the other we 

are the Church. Is our relationship with one another going to be based upon the one, or is it 

going to be based upon the other? Are we going to try to find our relationships in the things that 

must indeed be done away, destroyed? Or shall we find our relationship in Him, Who is ever 

alive; in Him, Whose Body we are; in Him, Who is being revealed in us; in Him, the 

manifestation of Whom we must be in the earth? Where are we going to find our relationship 

one with another? In the one, or in the other? What is the manifestation of Christ in the earth 

except it be the Church? And where is our commitment to Him in the earth except it be through 

such a Church? What else shall we be committed to in the earth except such a manifestation of 

Him? 

 

References: 

Ephesians 4:20-24 

But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by 

him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, 

which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
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OUR RELATIONSHIP TO HIM IN THE HEAVENS 

You think about this. These are questions you and I are being faced with – not on the earth. We 

are being faced with these questions in the Heavens, and we are going to have to give answer 

on the earth; and we are going to have to give manifestation on the earth. Here it is. There is 

one thing that is going to determine whether we are a part of that which is taken away, or a part 

of that which takes it away; and that is our relationship to Him in the Heavens, our 

identification to Him in His death; because that is the death to everything that represented Him, 

and yet was not He Himself. There is a lot of good in all of those things… but they are not 

Him. And when He comes, everything is done away with. So that, you and I are going to have 

to realize that we are not merely a representation of Him, but a manifestation of Him; and our 

relationships with one another are going to have to be found in that understanding. We are not 

going to have proper relationships with one another until they are founded in our understanding 

of Christ Himself, in our understanding of our relationship with He Himself. There is the 

understanding of our relationship with one another; because the relationships cannot be 

different. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 10:1 

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can 

never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers 

thereunto perfect. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:10 

But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

 

1 John 4:9-11 

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son 

into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 

he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we 

ought also to love one another. 

 

So we are finding a relationship with Him in the Heavens: He Who is our Head, we who are 

His Body. We are experiencing with Him His death, experiencing with Him, His burial; 

because all died that simply represented Him, and all was buried that would not come forth as 

Him. Everything that was merely a representation of Him died, and everything that could never 

come forth in newness of life was buried. We must identify with Him in the Resurrection that 

He is, because the only thing that comes forth in the Resurrection is HIM. Nothing stands in 

the Resurrection but that which stands in Him, through Him, and by Him. If we only stand in 

Heaven in Christ, in Him, through Him, by Him; how is it in the earth we can be the 

manifestation of anything that is other than Him? I am telling you, as He begins to fill up our 

Heavens, we are going to begin to manifest Him to that degree in the earth, The only way you 

can stop this is to take yourself out of the sphere of the heavens; is to refuse to see Him. You 
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and I are being brought to a place where we are not going to be able any longer to say, “Well, I 

am committed to that message”, and then not manifest that in the earth. We won’t be able to 

say we’re committed to the message of Christ and simply understand that to be a teaching 

rather than a manner of living invading every area of our existence. We have to come to 

understand that we have no existence except in Him, and we exist in no realm except those 

realms in which He is made manifest to us; that in all places we might become the 

manifestation of Him. As we grow up in Him, these things shall become inevitable, these 

things are becoming automatic. 

 

References: 

Romans 6:4 

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

 

John 11:25 

Jesus saith unto her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were 

dead, yet shall he live. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ and maketh manifest 

the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

1 John 4:17 

Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as 

he is, so are we in this world. 

 

 

THE HOUSE THAT HE RAISED UP 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days…” Death, burial, resurrection, “…I will raise it up.” It 

is upon that authority that He takes away. Upon that authority – ‘I will raise up a new in its 

place.’ House of God, this is the House that you are! You are the House, not that represents 

Him; you are the House that He has raised up in its place, raised up in Himself, of Himself, and 

as Himself; and as He continues to be revealed in us in the Heavens, we shall begin to be the 

manifestation of Him in the earth. And this manifestation we call “Church”. We call this place 

“Bethel”, the House of God made manifest in the earth. May the Lord bless these words to you, 

and as we grow in Him, may we find our relationships secured in Him. May we find our 

relationships bound up with the binding of Him. May our relationships with one another be 

nothing other than a reality and a manifestation of our relationship with Him. Only God can 

open the eyes of our understanding to see the mystery of Bethel; but I tell you, the mystery of 

Bethel is wrapped up in the Person of Christ. We are not searching the Scriptures to find the 

Church; we are searching the Scriptures that He may be revealed in us. He defines the Church, 

He defines the Body. He defines the Heavens. He defines the eternities. Our heart’s desire is 
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that He be revealed in us. May we commit ourselves one to another in that reality. May we 

commit ourselves, first of all, in the relationship that results in the revelation of the Son; that 

relationship that tells us that as we are One with Him, we are One of another. May we commit 

ourselves to that relationship, and may that relationship be as a result of a covenant, that is, an 

understanding, a God-given understanding; a covenant which comes at the revealing of the 

Son. May our relationships then be Covenant relationships. May our commitment to the Lord’s 

Body – everyone that is raised up and seated together in Heavenly places: may our commitment 

be unto that Body, so that Body may be filled with the knowledge of the Son, and that Body 

grow up into the Head in all things, even Christ. And that Body as the Church fully manifest 

His fulness, even the fulness of Him throughout the earth unto the full and final and complete 

coming forth of the Lord Jesus Christ in all the earth and in ages to come. May our 

commitment one to another be along those lines. May we never let our commitment be 

measured by time or by strength or by energies or by numbers or dollars. May our commitment 

be reflected in all these things, but may none of these things be the measure of our 

commitment. Therefore will we give of these things gladly. We will give of these things 

abundantly because our commitment is always greater than these things. I believe that is a 

commitment that the Lord in bonding us in, between this ministry and those that God so 

graciously gives us the privilege and opportunity to minister to, throughout heaven and 

throughout the earth. It is a commitment that is wrapped up in the knowing of the Son. May we 

then purpose in our hearts to grow up together into Him Who is the Head, and may we do that 

in all things as His Body, The Church.  
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LESSON 8 – JERICHO 

 

 

CHURCH CALLED UNTO THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE SON 

We are continuing in our search on Elisha following Elijah, and we will be visiting Jericho 

in our lesson. We find Elisha following Elijah: and we are seeing Elisha as a type of that 

Church that is called unto the fellowship of the Son. Look at 1 Corinthians 1:9, “God is 

faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord”. 

Elisha is a type here of those who are called into the fellowship of the Son, Jesus Christ the 

Lord. Who are they? Well, actually every believer is called unto that fellowship, although 

every believer has not heeded that call, and certainly every believer has not entered into the 

reality of that fellowship; experiencing the fellowship of the Son through the understanding 

and implementation of His nature and His character, which is stated in His three-fold name: 

JESUS CHRIST LORD. You have to know Him as JESUS; you have to know Him as 

CHRIST; and you have to know Him as LORD. To do that,  to know Him in the fulness of 

His name, Jesus Christ the Lord, which is the name of the Son, implies and necessitates that 

the nature which each of these names represents is revealed and is imparted to your very 

inner man. In other words, your inner man takes on His Name; your inner man takes on the 

nature and the character of the name, Jesus Christ the Lord. And there is more to the name 

“Jesus Christ the Lord” and bearing that name than just saying it, as you all know. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 3:16,17 

That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 

might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that  ye, 

being rooted and grounded in love… 

 

Colossians 3:10 

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that 

created him.                        

 

So, as we experience the fellowship of the Son, how do we experience it? In knowing HIM; 

that is, in having the Son revealed in us. As the Son is revealed in us, we bear His Name. 

We bear it in our inner man. We bear it in our outer man to the death of the outer man, and 

to the life of the inner man, but we bear the name of the Son, Jesus Christ the Lord. So, we 

begin to bear the nature and the character that the name “Jesus” represents. We begin to 

bear the nature and the character that the name “Christ” represents. We begin to bear the 

nature and the character that the name “Lord” represents. All of this is the fulness of the 

nature and character and substance of the Son. Elisha represents such believers. 
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References: 

1 Corinthians 15:49 

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 

heavenly. 

 

Romans 6:6,8 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. 

 

 

UNTIL WE ALL COME 

Now I am staying away from calling this “The Elisha Company”. I am beginning to despise 

that name “company”. You know, I have been around a long time, and in Pentecostal 

circles, and in latter Rain circles, and in Sonship circles, Kingdom circles… and I think 

“circle” is a good name for most of these, because it all goes around in circles. But now 

everybody comes up with “companies” – the Elijah Company, the Joel Company, the 

David Company, the Melchisedek Company, this and that. We have more “companies” 

than we have scriptures in the Bible! But in fact, all of these – the man child, the Joel, 

David – all of these tremendous truths, tremendous settings forth in the Scripture, 

fragments of the Scripture that are pointing to the whole truth: all of these are testifying of 

CHRIST BEING FORMED IN YOU. It is not some special elitist company coming forth 

in the earth. There is nothing like that in the Word of God. And I don’t care how long 

someone screams and hollers, and demands that there is; all that is doing is segmenting the 

Body of Christ. This thing is purposed “until we ALL come in the unity of the faith” 

(Ephesians 4:13). There is more said in that little line than most of us can even begin to 

understand! Not until we all come INTO faith; but until we all – through the FAITH of the 

Son of God COME INTO unity; the unity of that faith, the knowledge of the Son of God, a 

perfect man. It is not some kind of a perfected company. But the whole which is measured 

out in the fulness of the Head Himself. 

 

I am perfectly comfortable with the statement that there are in the Body of Christ those who 

grow up before others. In these “companies” they talk about people like Caleb and Joshua – 

they crossed over with the other spies. But the thing to remember is that all of the spies, 

including Caleb and Joshua came back and stayed with Israel, some to their own death; and 

others, Caleb and Joshua to the life of the whole. But the point is that Caleb and Joshua did 

not get themselves a little company and go over and settle in Canaan and say, ‘This is ours, 

and the rest of you are beneath the privileges.’ No, they labored with the whole of Israel. 

And what a crossing it was! What a passing over it was, before the priests with the Ark of 

the Covenant, as a result of the witness of this two-fold witness, who all the time were in 

the wilderness, yet themselves lived in Canaan. And they did that until the whole passed 

over in to the reality of it. Now I know that some come into a maturity before others, but 
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that is not to create a separate company. That is simply to bring forth a witness in the whole 

to the bringing forth of the whole, and the full knowledge of Jesus Christ. So I am not 

going to tell you here that Elisha is representing some kind of “company”. No, Elisha is 

representing God’s full intention for the whole Body of Christ. He has called the whole into 

the fellowship of the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

References: 

Numbers 14:6-8 

And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that 

searched the land, rent their clothes: and they spake unto all the company of the children of 

Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land, 

If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which 

floweth with milk and honey. 

 

Joshua 3:17 

And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in 

the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people 

were passed clean over Jordan. 

 

And since God is not a part God, but a whole God, in everything that He does, His purpose 

is to bring the WHOLE, yes, the whole Body. Not all of established religion; we are not 

talking about organized religion here. We are talking about the whole, genuine, blood 

washed, born again, Spirit translated Body of Jesus Christ. But He is going to bring that 

whole Body into the fulness of the Son, else there will be no full manifestation of the Son. 

God is not interested in a bunch of little “companies” running around with their half-baked 

manifestations of Jesus. All that is doing is building up a bunch of people, and a bunch of 

ministries, who are in the first place, ignorant of what the Scriptures teach; and in the 

second place, are on an ego trip. Now this Gospel is for the Whole Body of Christ, and it is 

not producing segments in that Body. It is not producing divisions in that Body. It is 

bringing forth and forming Christ in that whole Body. I am telling you, if there are those in 

whom Christ is formed first, those who press in first – and there are those who do that; it is 

not for the purpose of separating them from the Body and making them some sort of a 

‘company’. But it is for the purpose of establishing the two-fold witness, the complete 

witness of CHRIST in the midst of the Body that shall not stop until it fills up the whole 

Body. They are not to stop and say, ‘Look at the company we are.’ No, but they always 

know they are a part of the Whole Body of Christ. There is a difference here. There is a 

difference in understanding that has to come into our hearts: one dividing us from some 

kind of “company” we have become, and the other letting us understand we are of One 

Body, and that Whole Body must be filled with this Gospel and Christ must be formed in 

that Whole Body, because it takes the Whole Body to manifest the fulness of Him. This 

Gospel is not purposed to make “companies”; it is purposed to bring forth a FULL 

GROWN SON IN THE EARTH. 
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References: 

2 Thessalonians 1:10 

When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe 

(because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:12,13 

Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; 

and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye baptized in the 

name of Paul? 

 

1 Corinthians 11:17,18 

Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together not for the 

better, but for the worse. For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that 

there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it. 

 

Ephesians 4:4-6 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 

and in you all. 

 

 

FOLLOW ON TO KNOW THE LORD 

Elisha and Elijah had to do with such a dealing of God. Now Elisha is following Elijah, and 

I am going to speak of Elisha as the Church, as the whole Body of Christ. In past lessons I 

have told you the only difference between the Church and the Body of Christ is that the 

Church is the visible, local, tangible representation of the whole invisible, Spiritual Body of 

Christ. And as you and I grow up into Him, as His Body; into Him Who is the Head in all 

things; as we grow up into Him in Spirit, in the Heavens, we will become a manifestation 

of Him as the Church in the earth. So one is the manifestation of the other. I am looking 

here at Elisha as being the Body of Christ who is following Elijah and bringing forth a 

manifestation of him in the earth; Elijah having to do with that Heavenly type of Christ and 

of all that is Heaven; and Elisha having to do with those believers and all believers who 

will follow on to know the Lord, even beyond themselves. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:22b-23 

…and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness 

of him that filleth all in all. 
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2 Corinthians 4:10,11 

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 

might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for 

Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 

 

So we are looking at him going to these three cities. We have been dealing with those: 

Gilgal, the place of the circumcision; Bethel, the realization of the House of God that we 

are; and now, Jericho. 2 Kings 2:4, “And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here I pray 

thee, for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, as the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 

liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.” So they came to JERICHO. Jericho 

is the encounter we want to deal with, and we are going to deal with it in the broad 

spectrum of the Scripture, not in just this fragment of scripture right here, but the very 

understanding and meaning of Jericho. 

 

 

                                       JERICHO – A WALLED CITY 

Jericho was a walled city; in fact, it was a double walled city. It guarded the entrance to 

Canaan, at least from the direction that Israel was coming. It guarded that entrance. Jericho 

was a city built upon a mound of earth, built upon a hill; not a mountain, but a hill, a high 

mound of earth. In one of its original states it had a moat built around it, but at this time the 

moat has been replaced, and there is a high mound of earth. And there are two walls around 

Jericho at this time. There is first an outer wall, a brick wall made of the brick of that time, 

and that wall is six feet thick. Then there is a space of 12-15 feet beyond that wall, and a 

second wall which is 12 feet wide. It is said that at one time, these walls were at least 30 

feet high. Now, that is quite a fortress! Inside of that is a city of 6 or 7 acres. It is like one 

giant fort. The thing that the Lord impressed me with here, is not so much all these 

historical statistics on Jericho, but that not only Jericho, but this whole land of Canaan was 

filled with walled cities. 

 

References: 

Joshua 4:13 

About forty thousand prepared for war passed over before the Lord unto battle, to the 

plains of Jericho. 

 

Joshua 6:5 

And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when 

ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall 

of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight before 

him. 
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ONE HABITATION 

We have to understand that Israel is the Seed that must fill up this land. Now I want you to 

look with me at the true type here. I want you to see just for a moment yourself as being 

Canaan, because you are the dwelling place of the Lord, and you are inseparable from those 

Heavenly places. Oh yes, raised up together, made to be seated together in heavenly places 

in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:6) That speaks in the Greek and Hebrew languages, and in the 

language of the Holy Spirit of a habitation that is made up of the inhabitants thereof. Who 

is the habitation of the Lord? You are. Who is your habitation? The Lord is. “In that day,” 

Jesus says in John 14;20, “Ye shall know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I 

am in you.” Then He goes on to say, “We will come and make our abode in him.” Then 

those glorious statements that Jesus makes in chapter 17:21, “That they all may be one.” 

One what? Have you ever wondered – one what? One habitation. He is speaking of a 

habitation. One habitation that is called a temple; it is called a mountain, Mount Zion; it is 

called a candlestick; it is called One New Man; it is called a creature, a creation; it is called 

the Body of Christ, which it is. It is called a Church, which is the manifestation of Him in 

the earth. But whatever you call it, it is a habitation of the Lord. 

 

Reference: 

John 14:23 

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words; and my Father 

will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

 

Exodus 15:17 speaks of such a habitation, and here it is in John 17, “That they may all be 

one, as Thou Father art in me and I in Thee, that they also may be one in us, that the world 

may believe that Thou hast sent Me, and the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; 

that they may be one (habitation); even as we are one. I in them, and Thou in me that they 

may be made perfect in one.” That they may be made one complete, totally complete 

HABITATION. So this is what Jesus says, ‘You will know. Through the ministry of the 

Holy Spirit you will come to know.’ That is an experiential knowledge; not something that 

comes through the hearing of the outer ear, but a hearing that is formed in you through faith 

which comes by the revealed Word of God, The Son Himself in you; that you come to an 

experiential knowing that He is in the Father, you and I are in Him, and He is in us. One 

habitation of the Lord. So I am not stretching it when I say for just a moment see yourself 

as Canaan; and see Israel as the increase of the Seed. Who is the Seed? Galatians 3:16, 

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, and to seeds, as of 

many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is CHRIST.” Yes, it is so. Verse 29 says, “ 

And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 
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References: 

Exodus 15:17 

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, 

O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy 

hands have established. 

 

John 16:13 

Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth; for he shall 

not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will shew 

you things to come. 

 

You see, there is only ONE SEED. Israel represents the increase of Christ in Canaan. Christ 

has come into Canaan. So there is a dual reference there; because not only is Christ in you, 

but you are in Him. So, there is a dual reference to this habitation. It is very much the Lord, 

and yet it is very much we who are in the Lord. It is very much the habitation of the Lord, 

and yet it is very much the place where we live and move and have our being. It is a living 

habitation of the Living God. So Canaan, in one instance represents Christ, and the believer 

is walking out the length, the depth, the height of Christ, the Glory of Christ, learning 

Christ, walking about Heaven, walking through Heavenly Places in Christ Jesus, growing 

up in Him, maturing. On the other hand, it also represents the same things, but this time, 

Christ being formed in you. The two are actually the same. Paul says, “Until Christ be 

formed in you.” But he is not saying anything differently in reality than when he says, “I 

desire the eyes of your understanding be enlightened, through God giving unto you the 

Spirit of wisdom and knowledge, the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 

Him; that you may grow up and be strengthened in your inner man, that Christ may dwell 

in your hearts by faith.” “That you may grow in Him”, and “Christ may be formed in you” 

is actually one and the same thing. So, here we have not only the believer walking in 

Canaan, but we have Canaan as a type of the believer in whom is taking place the very 

increase of Christ. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 6:16 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living 

God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. 

 

Revelation 21:3 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 

and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with 

them, and be their God. 
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Galatians 4:19 

My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you. 

 

 

THE INCREASE OF CHRIST 

Now I can show you that, because as this increase of Christ, as Israel begins to fill up 

Canaan, in the end, what is the result of that? Well, David is anointed, and all of Israel is 

summed up in the anointing of David. So in the land, which in this instance, is a type of the 

believer, a King is being revealed; and everything in that land, which makes up you and I, 

is summed up in Christ Jesus. Do you see the dual representation here? Everything is being 

summed up in the Person of the King, or is being summed up in the Head. So the Headship, 

in Whom all the Body is summed up; the knowledge and glory and wisdom of that 

Headship fills all the land; which is a type of Christ being formed and filling all the Body. 

So I want you to understand that in one instance here you can see that Israel filling the land 

is a type of Christ being formed in you. Now in that view then, in the land there are walled 

cities that the increase of Christ must literally and virtually do away with. So you can 

understand by this the command of God to the Israelites, and they did not always keep 

these commandments. And you see, there is this dual type. Not only is Israel a type of the 

increase of Christ, but on the other hand Israel is a type of the believer walking out the 

fulness of Christ. And in the type of Israel representing the believer – walking in the 

fulness of Christ; many times Israel fails, and stumbles, and makes covenant with the 

inhabitants of the land, makes covenants with the flesh. But on the other hand, we find the 

increase of Christ filling up the believer, Christ being formed in you. We find Israel 

obeying the Lord, walking in the knowledge of the Lord, and utterly destroying every 

inhabitant of the land; because that is what Christ does. 

 

References: 

Joshua 1:11 

Pass through the host, and command the people, saying, Prepare you victuals; for within 

three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the Lord your 

God giveth you to possess it. 

 

1 Chronicles 28:8 

Now therefore in the sight of all Israel the congregation of the Lord, and in the audience of 

our God, keep and seek for all the commandments of the Lord your God: that ye may 

possess this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for your children after you for ever. 

 

Judges 11:21,24 

And the Lord God of Israel delivered Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and 

they smote them; so Israel possessed all the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that 

country. 
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Wilt not thou posses that which Chemoth thy god giveth thee to possess? So whomsoever 

the Lord our God shall drive out from before us, them will we possess. 

 

Exodus 23:31,32 

And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, and from the 

desert unto the river; for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou 

shalt drive them out before thee. Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their 

gods. 

 

 

DESTROYING THE OLD INHABITANTS 

When He begins to be formed in you in the brightness of His appearing, the original 

inhabitants, the flesh, the old man, JW’s nature is literally and without mercy destroyed, 

torn down, replaced. In the brightness of His shining, the darkness is done away. In His 

increase, there is my decrease, and the decrease is to utter destruction. The Work of the 

Cross is being seen here. Every time you see Israel obey God and destroy inhabitants; obey 

God and destroy cities, obey God and refuse to go into covenants with those that represent 

the flesh, you are seeing the type of Christ being formed in you. You are seeing the 

increase of Christ. You are seeing the working of the Cross. Remember now, all of this 

starts with the Working of the Cross. All of the increase, all of this taking of Canaan, starts 

at Gilgal; where there is the tremendous circumcision, this establishing of the Cross, of the 

principle, the reality of the Cross in the midst of Israel. It all starts with the Cross. It all 

starts with a circumcision, a cutting away, and every time you will see Israel standing on 

good ground, every time you see Israel in the obedience of God, you are seeing the type of 

this working of the Cross in you the very increase of the Lord Jesus Christ. And this is 

something that we will be seeing here as we are looking at Jericho, because just as surely as 

you begin to know the power of the Lord in the power of the Cross, and begin to come to 

the understanding that you are the Temple, Bethel; that you are the Temple of the Living 

God and you are no one’s house but HIS House, He begins to be increased in you, and you 

begin to know the Lord, and begin to walk in the Lord. And not only do you begin to 

possess something of His length, and His depth and His height and His fulness; but also 

simultaneously, and because of that, He begins to possess YOU! He begins to take 

possession of your heart, of your thoughts, of your life. He begins to possess you. He 

begins to be formed in you. And you will be brought face to face with these walled cities, 

many of which you do not even know are there, but all of which the revealing of the Son of 

God in you will bring to light. 

 

References: 

Joshua 5:2 

At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the 

children of Israel the second time. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:8 

And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 

mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming. 

 

John 3:30 

He must increase, but I must decrease. 

 

                                                       

THE JUDGMENT 

This is the judgment that Paul speaks of in 1 Corinthians 4:4, “For I know nothing by 

myself…” That is, I know nothing against myself; there are things in me that I do not even 

know about. “… yet I am not hereby justified…” That is, just because I do not know about 

them. “… He that judgeth me is the Lord.” And Israel is coming into Canaan like a giant 

judgment. I want you to see this clear, very true type of Israel, the Seed: Christ the Seed 

filling the land of Canaan in a giant judgment. The judgment is only stopped when Israel 

disobeys God. The judgment is only stopped when false covenants are made. How do you 

and I stop the increase of Christ in us? When we give our hearts and minds to something 

else; when we enter into a league with ourselves. When we recognize a covenant with 

ourselves, we stop His increase in the land. Immediately, when we take our eyes off of 

Him, we stop His increase. Immediately then we begin to be the inhabitants of Canaan. 

See, there is in Canaan these seven nations, and each of them speak of an indication and a 

fortification of our own flesh. They are all inhabitants of the land. They were there before 

Israel, but the land belongs to Israel. You belong to Christ; heavenly places belongs to Him. 

He has translated you there. 

 

References: 

Isaiah 9:7 

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 

David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice 

from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

 

Psalm 135:14 

For the Lord will judge his people, and he will repent himself concerning his saints. 

 

Romans 2:16 

In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

 

Do not be confused now. There is this dual type. He has translated you there into Himself 

so that you may grow up into Him in all things; and simultaneously, He may possess you, 

He may be formed in you. Because in the end of this thing, there is just one living 

habitation of the Most High God. Paul is speaking of this judgment, and here we find Israel 

coming into the land like one giant judgment. And when Christ begins to be revealed in 
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you, His rightful inheritance, His rightful House, His rightful land, He begins to be revealed 

in you who are now in Him; He begins to be revealed in Heavenly places in Canaan, and 

He executes the judgment, the judgment of the Cross, the judgment of His appearing. He 

brings into light truth and life; and in truth and life, He brings to light truth and life. And in 

the light, darkness cannot remain. In the truth lies cannot continue to abound. In the 

presence of life, death hath no power. So as God begins to reveal His Son in you and I, a 

giant judgment, a giant truth, a giant discernment, a giant light begins to fill all of the land. 

 

References: 

1 Peter 4:17 

For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God; and if it first begin at 

us; what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

 

1 John 1:5-7 

This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him, and walk in 

darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 

all sin. 

 

 

UNTIL THE LORD COME 

Here is where we find, “Therefore, judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come…” 

And that word “come” has to do with His appearing, His very personal appearing in you, a 

very manifest appearing, of God revealing His Son in you. Remember Paul is talking about 

something taking place in him. He is talking about a judgment taking place in himself 

where he himself cannot judge, because it uncovers things that he himself does not know. 

Now notice that: “Who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make 

manifest the counsels of the heart. Then shall every man have praise of God.” This is a 

judgment that takes place IN YOU. So here it is. We are about to have a judgment take 

place in the land; and this is really the first judgment to come into the land. This is the first 

obstacle that the increase of Christ has faced, and it is called JERICHO. 

 

We are going to see that in this land there are many walled cities. All the way to Mount 

Zion there are many walled cities. Zion itself was a fortified, walled city; we are going to 

see that in Zion with David. The increase of Christ has filled up Israel. David has come 

forth in the midst of Israel, which is a strong type of the three-fold revealing of Christ, not 

only in the believer, but in all of Israel and the whole Body. And now Zion, the very last 

mountain in Israel to fall to the King, and the very mountain where he will establish his 

name – Mount Zion; which is about to become what it was supposed to become all along – 

the very high thought of God. But it has been filled with Jebusites, and the wall around 

Zion is not so much brick and mortar (that is not the wall David is worried about); the wall 
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around Zion is made out of the infirmities of the flesh. The Jebusites put their infirmed 

people there. The infirmities of the flesh were placed out in front of King David. 

 

References: 

Numbers 13:28 

Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very 

great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there. 

 

Deuteronomy 1:28 

Whither shall we go up? Our brethren have discouraged our heart, saying, The people is 

greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and moreover we 

have seen the sons of the Anakims there. 

 

Judges 1:21 

And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem: but 

the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day. 

 

2 Samuel 5:6-10 

And the king and his men went to Jerusalem unto the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land: 

which spake unto David, saying, Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt 

not come in hither; thinking, David cannot come in hither. Nevertheless David took the 

strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David. And David said on that day, Whosoever 

getteth up to the gutter, and smiteth the Jebusites, and the lame and the blind, that are 

hated of David’s soul, he shall be chief and captain. Wherefore they said, The blind and the 

lame shall not come into the house. So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the city of 

David. And David built round about from Millo and inward. And David went on, and grew 

great, and the Lord God of hosts was with him. 

 

 

THE ONE MAN APPEARS 

But what is the significant thing about Jericho? That it was a walled city? Well, it was just 

one of many walled cities, albeit it was the first; but it was just one of many walled cities. 

What is significant about Jericho? Here is where the One Man, The Man Who will fill up 

the land with the increase of Himself, and the increase of His Host; here is where The One 

Man appears. Here is the appearing of the Son of God, Jesus Christ the Lord. Here the 

leadership of Israel meets the leadership of heaven. Here there is a revealing of the Son of 

the Living God, and He testifies Himself as being Captain of the Lord’s Host. I want you to 

see the very clear type that is set forth there; because in Christ Jesus, we are dealing with 

much more than just the type. We are dealing with REALITY. But Israel as the invading 

host, was immediately swallowed up. Here comes Joshua and here comes Israel. Joshua 

represents the Head, which is Christ; and Israel represents the Body, the increase of Christ. 

Here comes Joshua and here comes Israel. Here comes everything that represents the 
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increase of Christ in the land, and immediately something happens. And what is the visible 

representation of that increase? It is Christ the Head and His Body, and the Church is to 

become a view of that increase in the land, a manifestation of that increase in the literal 

earth. 

 

                                                  

SWALLOWED UP 

But here we have Joshua. Now look at something very closely. Joshua is replaced in this 

tremendous view, and in Spiritual Truth. Joshua is replaced with the Captain, The Lord 

Himself. Joshua is swallowed up. Israel is replaced with the Lord’s Host. Israel is 

swallowed up. There is actually a translation that takes place in Spirit. In that One Man was 

a whole Host. He said, “I am here as the Captain of the Lord’s Host.” Joshua said, “Whose 

side are you going to get on?” We are always trying to get God on our side and somebody 

else’s side! The only question really is – who is on HIS side? It is not whose side He is on; 

but who is on His side. Joshua said, “Are you for us or are you for them?” And he said, 

“Neither. There is something more here than me being for you, and me being against them. 

There is something more here, Joshua. I appear here; I am the Captain. I appear here. As 

Captain of the Lord’s Host do I come.” And immediately, for those who have eyes to see 

and ears to hear and hearts to perceive, Joshua is immediately swallowed up in that Man; 

because that Man represents the Captain, and He represents the Host. In that One Man is a 

many-membered Man. In that One Man is both Christ, and the fulness of Christ; Christ and 

His Body, the fulness of Him who filleth all in all. In that One Man is represented the Head 

and all that is caught up in Heavenly places, seated together in Him in Heavenly places, 

raised up together, seated together, to grow up together in Him Who is the Head in all 

things. In that One Man, all the Work of God in Christ Jesus is represented. He is the 

Captain of the Lord’s Host. Immediately in that One Man, we see Joshua caught up, we see 

Israel caught up. 

 

Reference: 

Joshua 5:13-15 

And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, 

and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and 

Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us or for our adversaries? And he 

said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now come. And Joshua fell on his 

face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant? 

And the captain of the Lord’s host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for 

the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. 

 

Now you must see that, because it was not Joshua and Israel that destroyed Jericho. It is the 

Captain and the Lord’s Host that levels Jericho. Israel obeys. Israel becomes in the earth a 

spiritual manifestation of the Captain and the Lord’s Host who are heavenly. Israel is seen 

here as a type of the Church, which is a manifestation of the invisible Head and Body of the 
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Lord Jesus Christ. That is why Israel has to be obedient. Church, you and I must exercise 

obedience in the flesh to the Heavenly Vision, and we will see, in the earth the very literal, 

powerful manifestation of the Heavenly reality, of the Heavenly Captain of the Heavenly 

Host. It is Heavenly in that the eye cannot see, ear cannot hear, heart cannot comprehend. 

But you see, Heaven is reality itself! Even this Church, which is the earthly manifestation 

of the Heavenly Body of Christ will literally lay aside its dirt form, and will literally, even 

in its mortal body be transformed. This is seen in Israel. This is seen as Israel continues to 

obey through a series of obeying and disobeying, but Israel is finally gathered up into 

David. David finally represents all of Israel. David takes Israel and translates them into 

Mount Zion. Then finally there is a complete transformation of Israel set forth in the type 

of the house of gold that Solomon built. That is a type of all of Israel put together, joined 

together by the Son Himself, filled with the Glory of God. That is a complete and utter 

work of transformation. 

 

References: 

Joshua 6:15,16,20 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, 

and compassed the city after the same manner seven times; only on that day they 

compassed the city seven times. And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests 

blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the Lord hath given you the 

city. 

So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when 

the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that 

the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before 

him, and they took the city. 

 

Acts 26:19 

Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision. 

 

1 Kings 8:10,11 

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled 

the house of the Lord, So that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud: 

for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord. 

 

 

OBEDIENCE TO A HEAVENLY UNDERSTANDING 

Right here, right now, we are seeing Israel in obedience to a Heavenly understanding. And 

that is what must come into the Church, and it is only going to come into the Church as a 

Heavenly understanding comes into the Church; and the Heavenly understanding is only 

going to come into the Church as it comes into the MINISTRY. Joshua here represents a 

ministry in whom, to whom, through whom the Captain of the Lord’s Host is revealed. But 

you understand, what Joshua saw here seems to be a MAN. And it seems to be just an 
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individual man; and until the man speaks, until Joshua hears the Voice, it is just an 

individual man. But, when the Voice speaks, He speaks as the VOICE OF MANY. Look at 

what John is seeing over in the book of Revelation. This vision is the same; it never 

changes; it is always the same. Everyone who has ever seen Him has seen Him in the same 

way. John hears this Voice speak, and he turns to see, and what he sees is One, but he sees 

One standing in the midst of MANY; he sees One Who is many. Then he clearly hears the 

Voice. The Voice declares Himself. He turns to see the Voice; and when he turns to see, the 

Voice clearly declares Himself as being One who is in actuality many; many who are in 

actuality, ONE. They are the increase of One. So begins John’s revelation of Jesus Christ, 

the revelation of Jesus Christ that is going to literally fill all of Israel, and enable Israel to 

fill all of Canaan, not only with themselves, but with Who they represent, Who they are a 

type of, Who they are the fulness of. They are going to fill all of Israel with the knowledge 

of David; with the reign and rule of David, David being a type of Christ. So Israel is going 

to fill all of Canaan with the fulness of the Lord Jesus Christ, right on up to the house that 

Solomon built, which is a strong representation of even the transformation of the mortal 

body. 

  

References: 

Revelation 1:12,13 

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven 

candlesticks; And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, 

clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

 

Revelation 1:17,18 

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying 

unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, 

behold, I am alive for evermore. Amen, and have the keys of hell and of death. 

 

 

ONE MAN 

Such tremendous Great Salvation is being shown here to you and I! But what I want you to 

see is that what Joshua is finally seeing all of this come to here at Jericho is ONE MAN; 

and what Elisha is going to see all of this come to is ONE MAN. And what you and I who 

are in Christ in Heavenly places are going to see all of this come to, summed up in, is ONE 

MAN. One Man revealed in us, that we become the revealing and the manifestation of One 

Man in all the earth; that One Man being Christ Jesus Himself. And, as He is that One Man, 

and as we are summed up in Him, we are going to see Him as being One; but we are going 

to see Him as being One in many. So that the many will come to an understanding that they 

are not many at all, but they are One; and in that understanding, the many will manifest the 

One in all of the earth. All through the Scriptures, you are going to see this dual type. You 

are going to see this type of Christ in you, coming forth in His Own increase, formed in 

you. At the same time, and simultaneously, you are going to see the type of you in Him 
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walking out the length, the breadth, the depth, the height. The two are actually one work of 

the Spirit; producing One Man, Who is Christ; yet One Man made manifest in many who 

are One for the purpose of the Glory of God. 

 

References: 

Colossians 3:11 

Where there is neither Greek not Jew, circumcision not uncircumcision, Barbarian, 

Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

 

Ephesians 4:24 

And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true 

holiness. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 

being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 

 

Colossians 1:27,28 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 

Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, 

and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

This is the Great Salvation, hidden from the world, hidden from the natural minds. This is 

the mystery of God which is Christ, which Paul saw through revelation as God caught him 

up into Heaven and revealed the Son in him. And Paul began to preach that same truth, that 

same revealed Christ, that same relationship of Salvation to the Church, urging each of 

them to come by the same way that God may also catch them up in Spirit where they are in 

Christ Jesus. Paul declared to them where they were: seated in Heavenly places. There He 

might reveal the Son in them, that in the earth they might live as the glorious manifestation 

of that glorious Son. So it is the move of God’s Spirit to this very day. So it is our very 

purpose in knowing Him. This is full Salvation, the learning of Christ, the growing up in 

Him, Christ being formed in you unto His manifestation in the earth, and all of this to the 

Glory of the Almighty God and Father of Glory! 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 2:6,7 

Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect; yet not the wisdom of this world, 

nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God in a 

mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory. 
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2 Corinthians 4:3,4 

But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath 

blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, 

who is the image of God, should shine unto them.  

 

Romans 8:19 

For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

 

But now, back to Jericho. We will see all of this summed up in One Man. The real purpose 

and significance of Jericho is not just the wall.  The answer to walled cities is found in 

ONE MAN; the answer to everything of God is found in One Man, even the Lord Jesus 

Christ! You and I are found in One Man. And because of that, our answer to everything is 

then growing up into Him Who is the Head, growing up into that One Man, because we are 

the Body of that One Man. Can you see that if we are the Body of that One Man; if we are, 

by Salvation found in that One Man as His Body in union with Him, then our answer to 

everything – EVERYTHING – is found in HIM, and is found in knowing Him, because we 

are His Body. What is the answer to the Body? The exercise of the Head! In all things? 

Yes, in all things. What is it that you in the natural do, or have to do; what problem, what 

task, as a body faces, that the answer to it is not found in the head? Nothing! From having a 

thought to doing an action - nothing! So it is. 

 

Reference: 

Colossians 2:19 

And not holding the head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment 

ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.                                                                                      

 

From this point on in our study; from Jericho on, we are going to see Israel as being 

summed up in One Man. We are going to see leadership: Joshua himself, the supreme 

leadership. We are going to see the judges, the priesthood; we are going to see David; we 

are going to see Solomon; we are going to see the leadership summed up in ONE MAN. 

We are going to see Israel as a body swallowed up in One Man; we are going to see Canaan 

swallowed up in One Man. We are going to see the answer to it all, the revealing of that 

Heavenly Man, the manifestation of that Heavenly Man, which is Christ in you, and you in 

Christ. Only the Spirit of God can discern the difference, and reveal the sameness of Christ 

in you, and you in Christ. I ask you to let the Spirit do that and you will begin to see it laid 

out in the Scriptures in such an unmistakable way, until it will be impossible for you to see 

anything else. We are going to see this New Man, this New Creation. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new. 
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Revelation 21:5 

And he that sat upon the throne said. Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, 

Write; for these words are true and faithful. 

 

Now I am just laying a foundation for you so you can search these things for yourself. 

Walled cities, fortresses. But this is important here, because there are so many fortresses IN 

YOU AND I. We are going to look first at the land, then we are going to see Christ filling 

the Land. But let us just take an honest look at ourselves. That is what Paul is talking about. 

There is a judgment about to come in you and I. I am preparing you for this in these 

lessons, because this is an awesome judgment; and I am praying that God will allow this 

judgment to be established in me, and will give me utterance to speak this judgment in 

these lessons, to the extent that there will be an opening of hearts as never before for the 

establishing of this judgment in those who are hearing this Word by the Spirit. 

 

 

KNOWING NONE BUT HIM 

Now we are talking about more than just lessons, and that is why I am taking so much time 

in establishing groundwork and bringing you into a view that I feel the Spirit would have 

us to have. Now remember in our original text Elisha is following Elijah to Jericho. That is 

the only way you and I are going to encounter this whole thing that Jericho represents. I am 

using Israel to show what Jericho represents. I am using Elisha following Elijah showing 

you how we are going to get there. As you follow on to know the Lord, having a heart and 

a soul set on knowing none but Him; you must be saying in your heart what Elisha said, ‘If 

I stop following you, let my soul die. If I set my sights to know any but you, let my soul 

die. If I decide to stay with a lesser ministry than that which is birthed in me by the 

revealing of Jesus Christ, going on to Know Him, let my soul die.’ Now, I am speaking in 

this lesson to those who are of that mind; and if you are not of that mind, then I am not 

speaking to you. It is just that simple! I am speaking to those who will say, ‘There is 

nothing else to know but HIM. If I cannot know HIM in HIS fulness, then let my soul die.’ 

I am speaking to those ministers who will say, ‘I am not looking for another sermon. I am 

not looking for another gift, and I am not trying to occupy another office. I am not trying to 

fill up another building with people. That is not what it is all about. If I cannot know HIM; 

if this glorious Christ cannot be revealed in me to the point of literally transforming 

everything that I am into the fulness of Him; if the declarations of my mouth are not 

declaring Him; not for my good, but for the good of the Body in the bringing forth in clear 

manifestation the Kingdom of God in the earth; if not for that, then let my soul die!’ To 

those I am speaking. This is what Elijah and Elisha said and this is the attitude of heart that 

we must have here.  
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TEARING DOWN THE WALLED CITIES 

Now as we have that attitude of heart, we are approaching the land in which there must be 

this increase of Christ. You are the land, and God is desiring an increase of Christ in you. 

This is what Jericho means. Elisha says, “I am going to Jericho. If I go not to Jericho, let 

my soul die.” Now, I am telling you what Jericho means for you and I. It is a place where 

walled cities are encountered and defeated in the appearing, in the revealing of the One 

New Man, Jesus Christ, in Whom we are caught up, summed up, swallowed up for the 

purpose of knowing Him. And in the knowing of Him, the walled cities are going to be torn 

down in you, and there will be His increase in you. In you who are His Body; you who are 

His Canaan, there is going to be a tearing down of every walled city, and a demolishing of 

all the inhabitants thereof. Yes, only Rahab escapes, and she escapes because she has been 

to the Cross: the scarlet thread, the red rope hanging out of her window; the identification 

with death, burial and resurrection. She escapes because she has been to the Cross. Nothing 

except that which comes by way of the Cross can possibly find life in Christ Jesus. No 

Jebusite, no Havite, no Hittite, no Gershite – no, none of these things, works of the flesh 

come by way of the Cross. They come TO the Cross and are by the Cross done away, and 

all that is left after the Cross is they who live only by Christ, and they are required to have 

the red string, the cord tied to them. They are marked by the cord; they are marked with the 

mark of His death. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 10:5 

Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 

of God. And bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. 

 

Joshua 2:6,14,18 

But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, 

which she had laid in order upon the roof. 

And the men answered her, Our life for your’s, if ye utter not this our business, And it shall 

be, when the Lord hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee. 

Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the 

window which thou didst let us down by; and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, 

and thy brethren, and thy father’s household, home unto thee. 

 

 

THE MARK OF HIS DEATH 

What is that mark? It is an inward knowing, an inward confession of their hearts that says, 

“I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I; Christ liveth in me.” (Galatians 

2:20) This is the confession, the mark that will fill up the land. You must have the mind-set 

of Elisha before you can go to Jericho. ‘If I go not there, let my soul die. I will not leave off 

following you now.’ Who are the overcomers of the book of Revelation? They are those 

who counted not their lives dear unto themselves, but followed the Lamb whithersoever the 
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Lamb would take them. They are the overcomers. The cry of the overcomer is “I am 

crucified with Christ.” That is the testimony, that is the cry. That is the witness. “For they 

have overcome by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.” Well, here is 

the word of the testimony of those who overcome by the blood of the lamb. “I am crucified 

with Christ. Nevertheless I live…” Because they understand the greatness of The Life that 

they now have. “…yet not I…” because life is not a thing, but a Person. “… CHRIST liveth 

in me. And I live this great Life in the flesh by the faith, by the understanding that it is not 

I, but Christ Who lives.” So, Paul follows that up with another statement that sums it up 

and says, “For to me to live is Christ.” (Philippians 1:21)       

 

References: 

Revelation 12:11 

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 

they loved not their lives unto the death. 

 

Revelation 14:4 

These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they 

which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, 

being the firstfruits unto God and to the lamb. 

 

John 14:6 

Jesus said unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, 

but by me. 

 

Are we ready to go to Jericho? That is what I am asking you in this lesson. Walled cities. 

When Joshua and Israel invaded Palestine, they faced formidable Canaanite defenses – 

stoutly walled cities erected on mounds which seemed to reach to Heaven that dotted the 

land of milk and honey. Canaanites were famous for their masonry, and by 2000 BC had 

erected massive defenses. Now I only mention that because it is a picture of me and you, or 

it would not be used in the Bible. I am looking at some historical statements, but it is there 

for our admonition. Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, according to 

archeological excavations had impregnable walls, even the walls of the Jebusite Jerusalem 

which David finally took. These walls have been fully verified by archeological 

excavations. All I am telling you here is that these cities had walls. Canaan was filled with 

walls, and YOU AND I ARE TOO! The increase of Christ, which Israel represented; they 

are the ones that made the walled cities known. They did not go around one; they destroyed 

every one of them in obedience. When they were obedient to God they destroyed every one 

of them, and destroyed all of the inhabitants thereof.  
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References: 

Joshua 6:21 

And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, 

and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword. 

 

Joshua 10:28,40 

And that day Joshua took Makkedah, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king 

thereof he utterly destroyed, them, and all the souls that were therein; and let none remain; 

and he did to the king of Makkedah as he did unto the king of Jericho. 

So Joshua smote all of the country of the hills, and of the south, and of the vale, and of the 

springs, and all their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, 

as the Lord God of Israel commanded.  

 

Joshua 11:21 

And at that time came Joshua, and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from Hebron, 

from Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of 

Israel: Joshua destroyed them utterly with their cities. 

 

                         

DESTRUCTION – THE WORK OF THE CROSS 

What do we see in this destruction? You may ask why were these things that the Israelites 

did so bloody, so devastating? We read about the complete devastation of cities and the 

destroying of people. It is because we are looking at a type of the Work of the Cross with 

regard to everything that is not Christ. Here there is a representation of the increase of 

Christ in the land, and that increase represents the Work of the Cross. And in His increase, 

all else is decreased. But the decrease is not just to some measure of decrease; it is 

decreased into oblivion, into NOTHINGNESS! This is the Work of the Cross. When you 

see the destruction of the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and all of these, you are seeing the 

Work of the Cross. It is by the Work of the Cross. And how is that Work wrought into your 

life? Through the increase of Christ. These cities were not torn down  before Israel got 

there; they were torn down after Israel got there. When do you come to the realization that 

it is not you who loves, but Christ? When God reveals His Son in you. You do not have 

that realization until God first reveals His Son in you. But at the revealing of the Son there 

is an immediate understanding that, ‘It is not I, but Christ.’ At the revealing of the Son 

there is an immediate application and working of the Cross; and out of that working of the 

Cross comes the increase of the Son. But it all starts with the Son being revealed in you. 

 

Upon Israel’s coming and marching around seven times… Do you understand why they did 

that? Here is Israel; and they did not just show up and have a picnic. No, it is a specific 

order, and the revealing of Christ in you is in a specific spiritual order. It takes place in a 

specific time. We are not talking about number of days or hours, but a specific time 

ordained of God and a specific manner ordained of God. This is a “mystery”, but it is not 
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“mysterious”. There is nothing mysterious about this Gospel; but this Gospel is a mystery. 

And the word “mystery” in the Greek language means ‘something that is not attainable by 

the natural mind, but must be revealed by the Spirit.’ But it is not just something revealed 

by the Spirit; but it is that which the Spirit reveals in a manner and in a time, both of which 

are appointed of God. So the mystery has to do with the Spirit revealing that which is 

revealed of God by the Spirit in a manner appointed, and at a time appointed of God. And 

of course, the mystery of God is Christ. So we are seeing here that Jericho suffered the 

effects of the Cross ONLY when Israel is set into order after the pattern of the revealing of 

Christ. When Christ is revealed in you, when Christ is revealed in the land; the land begins 

to feel and suffer the effects of the Cross. The result of that is the increase of the Seed. This 

too, shall take place in you and I. That is the reason you have to have a heart set like Elisha, 

or you will turn back; because I am telling you now, when the Son is revealed in you, He 

sets into operation the judgement of the Cross, and out from that flows forth in you the 

increase of Him. It is HIS INCREASE that works OUR DECREASE in all things. 

 

References: 

Joshua 6:15 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, 

and compassed the city after the same manner seven times; only on that day they 

compassed the city seven times.  

 

1 Corinthians 2:9,10 

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, not ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 

man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed 

them unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his 

grace, To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I 

conferred not with flesh and blood. 

 

We must understand this because here we are facing walled fortresses. And God’s answer 

to the walled fortresses is THE APPEARING OF HIS SON. In the appearing of Christ, in 

the increase of Him, the fortresses are torn down, and the increase of Christ continues. In 

His appearing the fortresses are leveled and His increase fills the land. The Lord continue 

to lead us. A good area of search would be the first several chapters of Joshua and see there 

the pattern of this One Man. Remember, the One Man has appeared. Before anything 

happened, there has been an appearing of the One Man. Joshua and Israel has been caught 

up in Him, and the result of His appearing, the result of God revealing His Son in the land, 

is the devastating Work of the Cross. And out of that devastation comes forth the increase 

of Christ. That is the order of His appearing. That is the order of the revelation of the Son. 

May God give us a stout heart to say, “I will not turn back. If I do, let my soul die. I will 
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follow on to Jericho.” And if we will, it is here that we will begin to know Him in a 

measure, in a way in which we have never known Him before! Judgment will come into the 

land; but as a result, the increase OF CHRIST shall abound! 

 

References: 

John 3:30 

He must increase, but I must decrease. 

 

Hebrews 10:9 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first that he may 

establish the second. 
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