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PART 1 INTRODUCTION  
 

The Burden on my Heart 
 
There has been a real burden occupying more and more my heart with regard 
to the Lord’s people; in regard to the Body of Christ in general, but more so 
with regard to those of the Lord’s Body with whom I personally have the 
most contact, because that’s where your burden really lies. It is for The 
Church, and I’m talking about the necessity of spiritual understanding. I’ll 
introduce this now, and then we’ll get into the definition of not so much “the 
what”, but “the Who” of spiritual understanding. And this has already in my 
heart created several more searches with regard to understanding what 
spiritual understanding is. I think that most believers do not truly understand 
what spiritual understanding is. I just want to create a mindset for us who 
either do have spiritual understanding, or think they do. I spend my time 
dealing with people to whom at least the term “spiritual understanding” is 
not a foreign term. But it is, and sometimes regrettably so, a very familiar 
term, and the Lord has been severely dealing with me along this line. 
 
References: 
Ephesians 1:17,18 
That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto 
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him; The eyes of 
your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. 
 
Galatians 4:19 
My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in 
you. 
 
3 John 3,4 
For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that 
is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth. I have no greater joy than to 
hear that my children walk in truth. 
 
 
 
 

 



 2

Defining Spiritual Understanding 
 
Spiritual understanding: I at least want to bring to a statement of definition 
as to what spiritual understanding actually is. And then we’ll go from there. 
But for purpose of presentation, I’ve entitled this search “ The Necessity of 
Spiritual Understanding.” Let’s just consider this statement. I believe that 
the greatest single need in the Lord’s Body today is for spiritual 
understanding. Obviously the greatest need in the Lord’s Body is NOT for 
Salvation: we’re talking about the Lord’s Body! I think it’s for the 
understanding of Salvation. It is NOT for grace, because except we have 
come by grace, we are not in the Lord’s Body. But there’s not a handful of 
believers that truly understand grace. See, spiritual understanding is 
necessary to living in Christ; it’s necessary to growing up in Christ; and 
“living in Christ” and “growing up in Christ” is synonymous. What it means 
to “live in Christ” is “to grow up in Christ”. That’s what it means. We were 
never to be placed in Christ and just remain stagnant. That’s not God’s Plan 
of Salvation. That’s not God’s idea of a household, of a family. 
 
References: 
Ephesians 2:8 
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is a 
gift of God. 
 
Ephesians 4:15 
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is 
the head, even Christ. 
 
 

Man’s Idea of Salvation 
 
God’s idea of Salvation is NOT confined to the  forgiving our sins. God’s 
idea of Salvation is NOT fulfilled by keeping us out from hell, as we hear so 
often on the radio and television. Too many preach that ‘Great Salvation’ is 
not having to go to hell, but that’s NOT God’s ultimate thought concerning 
our Salvation. So being in Christ, living in Christ, growing up in Christ – 
those are all synonymous terms. And I don’t think most believers realize 
that, because I think most believers are occupied with the thought that ‘I 
know Jesus as my Savior. I have accepted Him as my Savior, and I don’t 
care what anybody else says. I know that when I die, I have a home in 
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heaven.’ Now I think that truly is what most believers – even those who 
claim to be spiritual, understand. It is what they fall back on, and we’re 
going to address that in this study. And we’ll see if that is God’s 
understanding of Salvation. And I could talk to you all night about the things 
the church world has substituted for “living” the Christian life; “living” that 
Life which is Christ, growing up in Christ. We’ve substituted a whole 
religious program for that. So we are involved “religiously” in our prayer 
meeting nights, in our bake sales, in our mission fund raisers, in our visiting 
the old folks’ home, and on and on and on. Most of these are very noble 
things, but none of which however necessarily constitutes “living in Christ”. 
 
References: 
1 Corinthians 13:12 
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 
part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 
 
Romans 6:3 
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Christ were baptized 
into his death? 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 
Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you? 
 
Acts 17:28 
For in him we live, and more, and have our being; as certain also of your 
own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 
 
John 14:6 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me. 
 
 

Spiritual Understanding is NOT… 
 
God has an altogether different thought concerning Salvation than most of 
those who claim to be saved are having. So I say again, that it is my opinion 
that the greatest single need in the Lord’s Body (and I’m not talking about 
Church religion, or Christianity as a religion, because as such it’s very 
doubtful that there’s even a “new birth” involved there) is spiritual 
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understanding. So by way of dealing with this: sometimes it is easier for us 
to say what something is NOT, than what it is. So, spiritual understanding is 
NOT a natural understanding of spiritual things. But you see, that’s what 
most think that it is. They think it is ME understanding spiritual things. And 
so immediately we set out to “get” understanding about spiritual things. By 
spiritual things, for example, I mean righteousness. It is a spiritual thing. So, 
we try to understand righteousness, and we do that with our natural mind. 
And the result of that comes up to be the creating and the adopting of 
standards of righteousness for God’s people. We have different standards for 
women, and different standards for men, and some of the standards fit both 
of them. And some of it is what you eat or don’t eat; what you wear or don’t 
wear; where you go or don’t go. So our natural understanding says if you 
don’t do these things, you are righteous. And we preach righteousness this 
way, and we preach holiness from that same concept, but these are, at best, 
outward concepts and never touch upon the inward reality. 
 
References: 
Isaiah 55:8,9 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
John 3:3 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. 
 
Colossians 2:16,17,20-23 
Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of 
things to come; but the body is of Christ…Wherefore if ye be dead with 
Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, 
are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all 
are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of 
men? Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and 
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humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of 
the flesh.  
 
 

Natural Understanding 
 
Salvation itself is a spiritual thing. But how many comprehensions of 
Salvation are there in the Church world? It would be interesting to take a 
survey of Christian people about this: not “are you saved?”; but ask them 
“what in your opinion is Salvation?” It would be interesting to see all of the 
answers you would get from people who say they are Christians. “What is 
your opinion of heaven?” That’s another spiritual thing. What I’m telling 
you in trying to stir up your mind, is that spiritual understanding is NOT 
natural understanding. And let me say that the understanding you and I have 
is natural understanding: “our” understanding is natural understanding. I 
don’t care how refined it is: it is still just refined natural understanding. The 
Lord really began to deal with me about these things. See, we do have a 
natural understanding of the things of the Spirit, and in most cases, we will 
call that spiritual understanding. We will say, ‘I know about that. I have 
heard that for ten years; I understand that. Let’s get on and get to something 
else.’ People will tell me ‘Every time I hear you, you’re saying the same 
thing. When are you going to say something new?’ or ‘I understand what 
you’ve been saying.’ I have had a lot of people tell me that back when I 
preached a lot of Bible conferences year after year. And some people say 
when they first heard me they couldn’t understand a word I said, but then it 
started to grow on them. Watch out! That’s natural understanding. 
 
 

Accepting the Truth of a Spiritual Thing 
 
You have finally just by the preponderance of the scripture been convinced 
that a certain thing is true, because you love the scripture, you love the Word 
of God, and you believe the Word of God. Finally you’ve decided to listen 
to it, and you have seen by The Scripture that a certain thing is true, and 
you’ve accepted it. But that is still NOT spiritual understanding. You have 
just accepted something that is true concerning a spiritual thing, or 
something that is spiritual; but you’ve done it in your own understanding, 
and it has conformed your understanding. And your understanding has 
conformed to agree with that. Unfortunately many bring that right over into 
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their ministry, and they teach out of that same understanding. They are 
convinced of it: and what they are convinced of is right. But they are not 
preaching and ministering that thing out from spiritual understanding. They 
are teaching that thing from their own understanding of that thing: whether 
it’s “being in Christ”, “sonship” – I don’t care what it is. It is a spiritual 
thing understood with the natural mind. 
 
References: 
Psalm 119:97,127,159 
O how I love thy law! It is my meditation all the day…Therefore I love thy 
commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold…Consider how I love thy 
precepts: quicken me, O Lord, according to thy lovingkindness. 
 
 

Transforming the Soul 
 
And the thing that really got into my soul and bothered me was I think that 
there’s a lot of that going on. We have convinced each other doctrinally of 
certain things: that these things are true, or are not true. And just by the logic 
of the scripture and by the preponderance of the scripture or by adequate 
interpretation of the scripture, we have proved the thing to be so, or not so. 
See, a lot of people won’t go with you there, because they almost say I don’t 
care what the BIBLE says; this is what I believe anyway, because this is 
what I’ve been taught. But there are others who will go with you in the 
scripture and begin to be convinced. And they really know what you are 
saying is true. All I’m telling you is that one can come that way and still 
NOT have spiritual understanding. Spiritual understanding – when it comes, 
transforms your soul: it doesn’t just change your mind about things. It 
transforms your soul, And, with God Salvation is all about a soul being 
transformed into the image of His Son, which is Christ in you. 
 
References: 
John 5:39 
Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are 
they which testify of me. 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 
Study to shew thyself approved unto  God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
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Romans 12:2; 8:29 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God…For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. 
 
 

Relationship and Fellowship 
 
It’s all about a soul being transformed in the nature, the character, the image 
of Christ. It’s about the relationship and fellowship of The Father and The 
Son taking place in your soul, and your soul participating in that fellowship 
of The Father and The Son. It’s about “eating My flesh and drinking My 
blood.” It’s not just simply believing IN My flesh and believing IN My 
blood, but believing beyond belief: it is believing into actual participation. 
Many have not come there yet. They are scripture searchers, scripture 
seekers; and they have seen that many traditional things simply are not true. 
Now I am NOT basically against tradition: basically I am extremely 
traditional. By nature I am extremely conservative. I absolutely hate change 
of any kind: I know that about me. My first reaction to it inevitably is 
negative. I’m not out here fighting tradition: but many are. They don’t like 
one denomination, so they are just there preaching against whatever that 
denomination preaches; and their spirit is ridicule and criticism. We’ve seen 
those “camps” come and go, and yet some of them had amazing 
understanding of spiritual things. Many of them can certainly preach circles 
around me! But in the end and in the overall manner of their life and 
ministry, you see that it is NOT spiritual understanding they had at all. They 
simply cultivated a scriptural understanding of spiritual things, and they 
could preach it and teach it; but their LIFE was NOT Christ! They never 
encountered, face to face, the Living Word of Truth inwardly.  
 
References: 
Colossians 3:10 
And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:9 
God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
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John 6:53,56 
Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you…He that 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 
 
Ephesians 4:17,20,21 
This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as 
other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind…But ye have not so learned 
Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the 
truth is in Jesus. 
 
 

Deceit 
 
But they could hammer out the scripture! People often come and tell me: 
‘You should go hear so-and-so.’ And it dawned on me in a way it had never 
before that there’s a real deceit there. And this deceit started in the garden. 
And Adam just bought right into it! Satan came and showed him this tree 
and he said ‘Look at this; eat this and you can be like God; you can know 
what God knows, you can understand God. It’s all there for you.’ But that’s 
NOT spiritual understanding. And whatever you and I can understand, we 
can and inevitably will PERVERT! In fact, if we can understand it, I’ve 
already perverted it! Yes, because I’ve understood it in the realm of my 
biases; I’ve understood it in the standpoint of my prejudices and my biases. 
Don’t think you haven’t; because you have! And the only way my prejudices 
and my biases are dealt with is in the transforming of my soul. Otherwise 
they are the leading edge of my understanding. I may refine my prejudices 
and biases; I may learn to tolerate the opinions of others a little more, at least 
publicly. But it’s still ME; it’s still MY understanding. It’s still ME handling 
spiritual things according to MY interpretation, and MY interpretation is 
according to the biases and prejudices of MY soul – of ME! 
 
References: 
Ephesians 4:14 
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness whereby they live in wait to deceive. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:10 
And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because 
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
 
Genesis 3:1-5 
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord 
God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, 
We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye 
shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
 
Colossians 3:9 
Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his 
deeds. 
 
 

No Spiritual Understanding 
 
That’s why folks will come with you, and walk with you, and then all of a 
sudden they are out in left field! I knew a precious brother years ago who 
walked together with me in the Lord, but one day I was with him in a 
meeting and I simply mentioned that the Law ended with Christ. “ For 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” 
(Romans 10:4) And I was just teaching what I thought was a common belief 
amongst us there. But the next morning this brother came and informed me 
that all of the Law did NOT end with Christ; that the Sabbath was still on 
Saturday, and we had to keep it holy! I looked at that brother with whom I 
had traveled all over China, and been in his fellowship, but I didn’t know 
how to answer him! I knew he didn’t just walk in off the street, and that he 
was the same man I had traveled with, but where has this been? This wasn’t 
the first time I’d said the Law ends with Christ. But with him there was NO 
spiritual understanding. It’s just that he had a natural understanding, and had 
accepted most of what we’d been teaching because he worked with an old 
time brother in Christ who had taught along the same lines. And he had just 
picked up and agreed with us, but had no spiritual understanding. I loved 
that man, but you could have knocked me off the couch! We sat there for 
over an hour, and I reasoned with him, but to no avail. 
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References: 
Galatians 3:24,25 
Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster. 
 
Matthew 5:17 
Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil. 
 
Exodus 20:8 
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
 
Galatians 5:4 
Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the 
law; ye are fallen from grace. 
 
 

Basis of Fellowship 
 
Finally I said to him, ‘Brother, you keep Saturday in whatever way you want 
to do it, if that’s what you want to do. And I will have Christ as my 
Sabbath.’ And he said absolutely NOT: you keep the Sabbath or you are in 
sin. And I said to him if this is the basis of our fellowship, then we have no 
fellowship, and I have no business being here. And we said our good-byes, 
packed up and left! There were no harsh angry words: but there was no basis 
of fellowship. And it comes down to that. It is sad, but true that some will 
hear The Word, and will agree with something of it, and take hold of it, and 
they are thrilled! But then something is said that challenges some embedded 
traditional belief and they will not hear beyond that point. Natural 
understanding will NOT allow them to do it, because your natural 
understanding has determined their whole concept of God. And you can say 
let’s NOT make an issue out of that: let’s just come together and learn The 
Lord, but they can’t do it! Natural understanding will NOT allow you to do 
that. Unfortunately I’ve seen too many come to that point. 
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References: 
1 John 1:3 
That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may 
have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Mark 7:7-9 
Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold 
the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups; and many other such 
like things ye do. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are 
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. 
 
 

Purpose of Our Gatherings 
 
And it’s amazing – these folks almost become your enemy! And you’re 
sitting there wondering – what happened? Last week I was the greatest 
person on earth! Natural understanding! Well, you might guess then that the 
first thing that TRUE spiritual understanding does away with is natural 
understanding. Amen. It is NOT a natural understanding of spiritual things. 
Spiritual understanding is not simply about hearing things. In fact, spiritual 
understanding is not about spiritual things at all! Our gatherings, our 
searchings, our coming together by two or three, or by whatever must NOT 
be about hearing spiritual things, or even about hearing the things of the 
Spirit. Then why do we gather? Why drive across the nation or across the 
town, or even walk across the road? In truth, our gatherings must be for the 
APPEARING OF CHRIST. We gather that HE may appear, or our 
gatherings are in vain! 
 
References: 
Matthew 18:20 
For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:1 
Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by our gathering together unto him. 
 
Hebrews 10:25 
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching. 
 
 

The Scripture is Spiritual 
 
Something else: one may know many spiritual things, or things that are 
spiritual, and yet have NO spiritual understanding. All scripture, for 
instance, as a volume, and as truly given of God is spiritual. Paul says even 
the Law is given of God, and it is spiritual. And yet one can know the 
scripture, have knowledge concerning the scripture – memorize it, teach it, 
read it, quote from it – and still NOT have spiritual understanding, and do all 
of that in our OWN understanding. How many times have you heard 
someone say, ‘Oh, that brother really knows the Bible. He can quote verses 
and he’s memorized the whole New Testament!’ But you see, spiritual 
understanding is NOT memorization because spiritual understanding comes 
out from the Spirit. The Spirit doesn’t memorize the scripture! I’m not 
telling you that you shouldn’t memorize scripture. You’ll memorize it just 
by reading it enough. I’m saying scriptural memorization is NOT spiritual 
understanding. 
 
References: 
2 Timothy 3:16 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. 
 
2 Peter 1:20 
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. 
 
Romans 7:14 
For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
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John 16:13,14 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall 
receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:10,12 
But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God… Now we have received, not the spirit of 
the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God. 
 
James 1:23-25 
For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man 
beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth 
his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed. 
 
 

The Understanding of The Spirit 
 
And I’ve even spoken to some of our youth leaders about this. Many think 
the children have to have a memory verse every week and they have to stand 
up and quote it, which is all well and good. But I’m far more interested in 
that child understanding what they are quoting than just quoting a “memory 
verse”; and then we say our children are ‘quoting the Bible.’ But do they 
understand what they are saying? Because that’s where a lot of this comes 
from. ‘Oh, I’ve known these things from a little child. I was raised up 
quoting the scripture! What is spiritual understanding then, as distinct from 
natural understanding of spiritual things? Spiritual understanding is to have 
the understanding of the Spirit working in us pertaining to all things. It is the 
understanding of the Spirit working IN YOU. That may not sound like 
much, but we must get a hold of that. It is NOT me understanding the gifts 
of the Spirit, the Work of the Spirit – being able to number them, and name 
them and claim them. Spiritual understanding is the understanding of the 
Spirit; for He alone has spiritual understanding. He alone knows the things 
of God; yea, the depths of the things of God; He alone has spiritual 
understanding. ONLY the Spirit has spiritual understanding. 
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Reference: 
1 Corinthians 2:11 
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 
 
 

Spirit Working In You 
 
So spiritual understanding is having the understanding of the Spirit. You 
don’t go take it away from Him; so it means that the Spirit is working IN 
YOU HIS understanding of all things. He doesn’t give His understanding 
up: He doesn’t give it to you and say, ‘There, now you have it.’ No, it’s 
HIM. It is the Spirit Himself. That’s the reason Jesus spoke to His disciples 
who were ready to go out and “do something”. He said no, you don’t do 
anything just yet! You go and you wait until you be endued with power from 
on high. You don’t do anything until the Spirit comes. Now I know we’ve 
watered that down, but Jesus didn’t water it down. He said, “ Howbeit when 
he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall 
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and 
he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you.” (John 16:13,14) It is the activity of The 
Spirit. Spiritual understanding is the activity of The Spirit. 
 
References: 
Colossians 1:29 
Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh 
in me mightily. 
 
Acts 1:4,5,8 
And being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, 
saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye 
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence…But ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
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Spirit Always Teaching 
 

So to have spiritual understanding is to have the understanding of the Spirit 
in all things. And that’s not something that is ever stagnant: it’s not 
something you get and keep. It is The Spirit always there, always teaching, 
always exercising His understanding. And that does transform the soul. 
“…Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” 
(Zechariah 4:6) It works in transforming the soul. That is spiritual 
understanding – the understanding of The Spirit working in us; but you can’t 
separate the understanding of The Spirit from The Spirit Himself. So that 
means The Spirit working in you according to HIS understanding of all 
things. And you see, He has a very specific understanding concerning all 
things. It is The Spirit, and His understanding is distinct and very easy to 
identify. It is completely different from natural understanding of spiritual 
things to have The Spirit working in us. It is not The Spirit simply giving me 
understanding in all things: not simply you and I having the understanding 
of The Spirit in all things. Now that is correct, but do we understand what 
we are saying there? Spiritual understanding is The Spirit working in me 
according to His understanding: working in me in all things according to His 
understanding. And spiritual understanding is NOT “being led of the Lord”. 
 
Reference: 
1 John 2:27 
But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need 
not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall 
abide in him. 
 
 

Led of The Spirit 
 
How many of us are “led of the Spirit”? I’ve been led of The Spirit to do 
many things that I didn’t have the slightest idea why I did it. I just did it! 
That is not what I am talking about. A baby can be led… I’ve been led of the 
Lord all my life since the night I got saved. But “being led of the Lord” is 
not the same thing as having the understanding of the Lord working in me, 
and that’s where God wants His children to come – that they may come from 
children to SONS! Children are led of the Lord, and I’m not telling you 
that’s a bad thing. It’s just not the same thing as spiritual understanding. The 
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Spirit who is leading you has understanding, but He would like to bring 
YOU to that understanding. He would like to work in you; transform your 
soul by that understanding. It is The Spirit working in you – not only 
according to His understanding, but working in you HIS understanding: 
transforming your mind, your soul in the understanding of The Spirit. 
 
Reference: 
Ephesians 1:15-18 
Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto 
all the saints, Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my 
prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 
The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 
the saints. 
     
Ephesians 3:16-21 
That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto him 
that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church 
by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
 
 

Transforming Us 
 
We read that in Ephesians 1:17,18, “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; 
that ye may know what is the hope of HIS calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of HIS inheritance in the saints.” Working in you HIS understanding. 
He always works in us according to His understanding, and that’s the first 
thing spiritual knowledge is all about. But the purpose of that is that you and 
I may grow up – a TRANSFORMATION. It’s never “me learning” in the 
way that we think we learn; but it’s a transformation of our soul. “But we 
all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
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changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord.” (2 Corinthians 3:18) Changed – but it’s never something we could 
retain without the Spirit. It never becomes separate and other than the Spirit 
Himself. We must be very careful that we don’t think that it does. It doesn’t. 
It’s like breathing: if you quit – you die! How long can you hold that last 
breath? Not for too long. So it is with the breath of God – The Spirit that is 
in you – breathing, living, transforming the soul. It’s not simply something 
the Spirit gives: it is THE SPIRIT HIMSELF working in you. And without 
spiritual understanding we simply cannot function in the kingdom of God. 
Why? Colossians 1:13 says, “ Who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” We live 
in a spiritual realm: a realm of the Spirit. How can you live in the realm of 
the Spirit without spiritual understanding? You can live in the realm of the 
natural without spiritual understanding, but you can’t live where He has 
translated you to be – IN CHRIST, in the kingdom of the dear Son. Spiritual 
transformation is a tremendous work! 
 
References: 
Ephesians 4:15 
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is 
the head, even Christ. 
 
2 Timothy 3:7 
Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. 
    
2 Corinthians 4:6 
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. 
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Spirit Working With Children 
 

We can not live there except by the understanding of the Spirit. I used to 
deal with people all the time who insisted to me that because they were “led 
of the Lord to do this or that”, or the Lord told them something about 
somebody, that that was spiritual understanding. And yet in the next breath 
they would say, ‘I don’t have any idea why. That’s just what the Lord told 
me to do and I did that.’ But they did that with the idea behind it that they 
were “spiritual”; “I have spiritual understanding”. And in my learning Christ 
I saw that was the Spirit all right, but He was working with children, so that 
when that child became a son, they would do automatically what the Spirit 
was leading them to do. And that hurts with a lot of us, because I know 
people who won’t go buy groceries until they are “led of the Spirit”. I came 
out of deep Pentecostal teachings, and I’ve been led of the Lord, and am still 
led of the Lord, but I just understand that the things in which the Lord still 
has to lead me are things in which I am still a CHILD. Those are things 
where I still did not have the understanding of the Spirit working in me. And 
I have noticed over the years that I have been less led in those ways of the 
Lord, and have done more things out from what I considered to be what we 
should do: what the knowledge of the Lord would say. There’s not less 
“doing”, but there is less of that kind of “leading” and more of doing by 
nature – His nature – what should be done; or saying – by nature what 
should be said. 
 
References: 
1Corinthians 13:11 
When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as 
a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 
 
Galatians 4:1 
Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a 
servant, though he be lord of all. 
 
 

Leading Us 
 
I thought of this relating to Jeremiah. The Lord said there’s going to be a 
time when I’m going to change My whole dealing with man. Could it be that 
many of us don’t want that change? We just don’t want God to deal with me 
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any other way. ‘He took me by the hand and led me for years’, we like to 
say. And that’s how we want Him to do it. But could it be that the Lord 
looks at that as the state of childishness? And He said I’m not going to do 
that any more. It’s not going to be like the days that I took them by the hand 
and led them out of Egypt, because they even broke My covenant then! They 
were children: they did not understand; their hearts were always far from 
Me. Did that keep the Lord from leading them? No, it didn’t. He always is 
leading according to His purpose: leading and guiding according to His 
purpose. But wouldn’t it be wonderful if it wouldn’t just be the Lord leading 
according to His purpose, but that His actual purpose was being formed IN 
YOU? Where you would just walk in it? That’s what I’m really talking 
about – SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING! 
 
References: 
Jeremiah 31:31,32 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them out of the 
land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband 
unto them, saith the Lord. 
 
Hebrews 8:9 
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when 
I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they 
continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 
 
Romans 8:28 
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpose. 
 
Ephesians 4:1 
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that you walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called. 
 
 

Childishness 
 
I heard a song on the radio recently with a beautiful melody, but then I 
listened to the words… and that’s always a mistake! They were singing ‘We 
don’t have to have a purpose; we don’t have to have an end in sight. We just 
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have to obey the Lord in all He says.’ And I thought that’s a song for all the 
little children: no end in sight, no purpose – well, all right. That’s the state of 
a child. But when will THE END become the motivating factor? When will 
THE PURPOSE become the reason we live? When will God be able to not 
take us ‘by the hand and lead us’ in an Old Covenant way: which Covenant 
we can’t keep anyway! When will He begin to transform our very soul into 
His same image, into His mind, by His understanding, so that we can never 
live separately from Him, but are always living by His understanding; in that 
we are always living by Him, by an interaction of the Spirit and the soul, in a 
fellowship of the Spirit and the soul, the Spirit transforming the soul? And 
that we are always in that interaction, always in that fellowship mode: not in 
a “visitation” program with the Lord – who comes from time to time and 
then leaves us. But that we be always as I believe the Lord Jesus was – as He 
was, so are we now. And I mean how He was in the flesh. I believe this to be 
the true “leading” of the Spirit; not taking us by the hand, but working in us 
the mind of Christ. 
 
References: 
Psalm 78:52,53 
But made his own people to go forth like sheep, and guided them in the 
wilderness like a flock. And he led them on safely, so that they feared not: 
but the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 
 
Romans 8:29 
For whom he did foreknow he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 
Romans 12:2 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. 
 
Galatians 2:20 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
 
1 John 4:17 
Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment; because as he is, so are we in this world. 
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God Working In You 
 
I really don’t think He had to get up every morning and pray about being a 
Son of God, and seek the Lord about what He ought to do today. I don’t 
think that was the case. Now if that’s the case with you, I do suggest you do 
it, but is that God’s desire: is that what He wants us to be? Jeremiah said no. 
God spoke through Jeremiah saying there’s a NEW covenant coming, and it 
isn’t going to be just instructions of the Spirit to you, and then the Spirit 
helping you to do those instructions. No, God said I’m going to transform 
the whole soul, the whole heart. I’m going to live in you!  “For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
(Philippians 2:13) That is spiritual understanding. That’s what I’m talking 
about as being spiritual understanding. Jesus makes spiritual understanding a 
matter of the condition of the HEART: with what is the heart occupied, and 
then what is the occupation of the heart. Those are two different statements. 
And that takes us to Matthew 13. 
 
References: 
John 10:30 
I and my Father are one. 
 
2 Corinthians 6:16 
And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the 
temple of the living God: as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
 
Revelation 21:3 
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
 
 

Old Covenant Israel – The Ground 
 
Now understand who He had before Him here. He had Old Covenant Israel 
before Him. They had the Law, the prophets, the promises, the Tabernacle, 
the priesthood. They had thousands of years of background and history. 
They had all the types, all the shadows, all the figures, all the fathers, all the 
patriarchs. They said Abraham is our father and Moses is our prophet! Now 
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this is the ground upon which He looked, and this is the condition which He 
found. We have to understand this is not just a lesson in agriculture. This is 
what He was looking at: the ground and the condition of it – the heart. 
Matthew 13: 1-9, “ The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the 
sea side. And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he 
went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. And 
he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went 
forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the 
fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony places, where they 
had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no 
deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and 
because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; 
and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But other fell into good ground, 
and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some 
thirtyfold, Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” Jesus was speaking here not 
of the natural, but in an altogether different realm: the realm of the Spirit. 
“And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in 
parables? He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.” 
He’s speaking to the condition of the HEART. He’s speaking of Old 
Covenant Israel here in the present condition of their heart. We have to 
really look at this because we have a lot of erroneous interpretations that 
come out of this. “For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 
have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 
away even that he hath. Therefore speak I to them in parables; because they 
seeing SEE NOT; and hearing they HEAR NOT, neither do they 
UNDERSTAND.” That actually means they have heard the prophets, and yet 
in hearing their prophets, they can not hear ME. It isn’t that they’ve never 
heard: they have heard. They have all of it! And yet in hearing – they hear 
NOT! 
 
References: 
Romans 9:4 
Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises. 
 
John 8:39,53 
They answered and said unto him Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto 
them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of 
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Abraham…Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and 
the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself? 
 
John 5:45,46 
Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth 
you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me: for he wrote of me. 
 
 

He Closed The Book 
 
The Lord has been dealing with me about this. Do you remember Jesus went 
to the Temple and they gave Him the book, and He opened the book and He 
read out of Isaiah. And He closed the book. That never hit me as it recently 
has hit me. He closed the book and said, “ This day is this scripture fulfilled 
in your ears.” (Luke 4:21) You will hear no more except you hear ME! He 
closed the book. Now in the hearing of Him there is an OPENING of the 
book. But Jesus read it and CLOSED the book. THIS DAY … right NOW! 
And they could hear not! Now this is the mindset He is talking about here. 
Seeing – they see not; hearing – they hear not. You can bring this right over 
into the whole “Church” world today! You’ve got as many translations of 
the scriptures that there can be! Seeing – they see not; hearing – they hear 
not. And the more they see, the less they see; and the more they hear, the 
less they can hear! What needs to happen is: their book needs to be closed! I 
remember when the Lord closed my book! He opened it in Himself, but I 
remember when He closed it. It’s closed until you see ME. He shut the book, 
as if to say, ‘I didn’t come to read about your prophets to you. I come as The 
One of Whom they speak!’ 
 
References: 
Luke 4:16-20 
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom 
was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to 
read. And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And 
when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and the recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
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And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
 
Revelation 5:2-5 
And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to 
open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no man in heaven, nor in 
earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look 
thereon. And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to 
read the book, neither to look thereon. And one of the elders saith unto me, 
Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, hath 
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 
 
Luke 24:27 
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all 
the scriptures the things concerning himself. 
 
 

Seeing HIM – in the Volume of The Book 
 
I come to bring you from your prophets into the very Word of Whom they 
prophesied. Peter saw it. “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts.” (2 Peter 
1:19) We have seen HIM of whom they all spake. We can go to Hebrews 
10:7, “ Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) 
to do thy will, O God.” And then Revelation 5:7: there’s only ONE that can 
“take the book”. “And he came and took the book out of the right hand of 
him that sat upon the throne.” That’s the LAMB OF GOD, but to Israel it 
had become a closed book. He closed the book. My God, why read any 
more? HERE I AM, Jesus said. Until you see ME, until you hear ME… and 
I have found that until I come to see the Lord, reading the scripture was just 
becoming a rebuke to me anyway. I didn’t understand anything I was 
reading. And finally I admitted that, and came to that desperation that I am 
as blind as a bat and don’t understand anything. And when I say ‘He shut my 
book’, I don’t mean He took my Bible and threw it away. He just closed the 
book and looked at them and said, “This day this saying is FULFILLED .” 
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Reference: 
1 John 1:1,2 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we have seen 
it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us;) 
 
 

The Condition of The Heart 
 
Back to Matthew 13:14, “And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, 
which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand: and seeing 
ye shall not see, and shall not perceive.” Jesus says in John 5:25, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the son of God: and they that hear shall live.” The word 
“hear” in “hear the voice” means you just hear something said; but in “they 
that HEAR shall live”; that hearing is unto believing. They shall live. But 
what happened here is because the people’s heart had waxed gross. Matthew 
13:15, “ For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see 
with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand with their 
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.” These people have 
heard and heard and heard, and now here HE IS, and they hear HIM not! 
Isaiah told them this, and see, they both heard the prophets and they heard 
Him. And yet, they did not Hear (with their hearts) Him. They saw Him and 
did NOT perceive what they saw. And He’s saying the same thing in verse 
13 that Isaiah said. And He says what is the problem with these people; is it 
that they’ve never heard?  No, the problem is that they have heard and heard, 
and their hearts are waxed gross, and their ears are waxed dull of hearing, 
that their eyes they have closed, lest at any time they should see with their 
eyes. What He’s actually saying is if they would see, would hear, and would 
perceive, they could be converted. But the condition of their heart is gross, 
and their eyes and ears are so dull that they can not hear and can not see and 
can not perceive. 
 
Reference: 
Isaiah 6:9,10 
And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not: 
and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and 
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make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; let they see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be 
healed. 
 
 

“Hearing” The Prophets 
 
It is unto them as their prophets have said. Why? Jesus said in John 5:46, 
“For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me; for he wrote of 
me.” You claim Moses as your prophet, but you don’t hear anything Moses 
said; how can you hear Me? This is an indictment against Old Covenant 
Israel. You killed all your prophets, you shed all their blood. They never 
listened to their prophets. So the prophet said hearing you will NOT hear. It 
wasn’t that you haven’t heard: you have heard. You will not hear. Let me 
say it this way: You will NOT hear HIM when He comes: you will NOT see 
HIM when HE comes. Why? Because hearing, you have not obeyed; 
hearing, you have not repented; hearing, you are waxed gross, stiff hearted. 
Your whole history is this way. You won’t hear Isaiah: why should you hear 
HIM of whom Isaiah is speaking? You wouldn’t hear Jeremiah: why should 
you hear HIM of whom Jeremiah is speaking? 
 
References: 
Matthew 23:30,31,37 
And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses 
unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the 
prophets…O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not! 
 
Luke 11:49,50 
Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and 
apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute. That the blood of 
all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be 
required of this generation. 
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Hebrews 3:8,9 
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in 
the wilderness; when your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my 
works forty years. 
 
Exodus 33:3,5 
Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of 
thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way… For 
the Lord said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye are a 
stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and 
consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may 
know what to do with thee. 
 
2 Chronicles 30:8 
Now be ye not stiffnecked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves unto the 
Lord, and enter into his sanctuary, which he hath sanctified for ever: and 
serve the Lord your God, that the fierceness of his wrath may turn away 
from you. 
 
 

A Condition of Ground 
 
It is because you have heard and not obeyed that you will not hear. A lot of 
things are taught about this parable, but it is a condition of the heart. It is 
revealing a condition of ground here, a condition of heart. And I see this 
right in the Church world today. You’ve heard so much ABOUT Jesus, you 
can’t see HIM when He appears. You don’t hear HIM when He speaks. 
We’ve got our religion; we’ve got our tradition, we’ve got our Salvation. It’s 
really not the person that’s never heard anything that you have a problem 
with: it’s the one that has heard everything that you have the problem with. 
And yet they’ve not obeyed anything they’ve heard. Well, it comes down to 
that, and He finally says to His disciples, ‘You understand this parable, you 
hear it. I want YOU to understand what I’m talking about. They can not do 
so. Now listen, you understand what I’m saying.’ Matthew 13:16-19, “ But 
blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily I 
say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see 
those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things 
which ye hear, and have not heard them. Hear ye therefore the parable of 
the sower. When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that 
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which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way 
side.” This refers back to verse 12 that speaks of who hath, to him shall be 
given, and who has not, from him shall be taken way what he has. Verse 20, 
“ But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth 
the word, and anon with joy receiveth it: Yet hath he not root in himself, but 
dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of 
the word, by and by he is offended.” This is not just bad things happening to 
you. It is persecution directly related to the Word, and after a while he is 
himself offended by what? By THE WORD! “He also that received seed 
among the thorns is he that heareth the word: and the care of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.”  
The care of this life… oh my, the care of this world. 
 
References: 
Colossians 3:4 
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
him in glory. 
 
Mark 7:8,13 
For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as 
the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye 
do…Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye 
have delivered: and many such like things do ye. 
 
Colossians 2:8 
Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 
 
 

No Spiritual Understanding 
 
We talk about, ‘Well, you just don’t know how much I have to do.’ Yes I do. 
Paul addressed this same thing. Colossians 3:1,2, “ If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” 
I stayed in this parable for several weeks, and it got down deep in my soul. 
And I just want you to look at this. The whole condition here is one of no 
spiritual understanding.  He understandeth it NOT. It is the condition of the 
heart. He tries to get a hold of it by the natural. It looks good, and they love 
it as a doctrine, until it’s tried. And then the thing becomes an offense. And I 
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just want us to understand there’s nothing wrong with the seed in this 
parable. It’s the same seed in every case. It’s the condition of the ground that 
matters. It is finally received in spiritual understanding, and even then there 
is a maturity factor: even then there is a working in that ground. 
 
References: 
1 Corinthians 2:14 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. 
 
Matthew 13:23 
But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, 
and UNDERSTANDETH IT; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, 
some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
 
 

Good Ground 
 
So it’s the condition of our heart that really matters. Good ground. And I’ll 
repeat: there’s nothing lacking in the seed; but as to reproduction, as to 
increase, the seed is limited by the ground into which it falls. We’re going to 
go on and look at the understanding of the Spirit, the order of that. When 
does spiritual understanding begin? 
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PART 2 WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE GROUND  
 

The Ground 
 
I’m going to take a little detour now, but still dealing with the necessity of 
spiritual understanding, and bringing that understanding into its definition, 
because it is defined in THE PERSON OF CHRIST HIMSELF. But there’s 
something the Lord has been dealing with me about in connection with this 
parable in Matthew 13. This is the Lord expounding upon that parable, and 
when we look beyond the surface of this, the question just kept coming up in 
my heart: what is wrong with this ground? It’s got weeds and rocks – yes, 
but what is wrong with this ground? What’s wrong with it that it cannot 
facilitate the seed? And then it hit me! Here’s what’s wrong with that 
ground. See, my tendency is to describe “good ground”. You know: here’s 
ten points on how to be good ground for the Lord. And I know the scripture 
says “fell into good ground.” But you see, the word “good ground” is NOT 
describing qualities of the ground. You and I have NO qualities in us that 
God can really use! 
 
References: 
Luke 18:19 
And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? None is good save one, 
that is, God. 
 
Isaiah 64:6 
But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have 
taken us away. 
 
Romans 3:10 
As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one. 
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Nothingness 
 

In other words, what makes one believer better ground than this other 
believer? It’s not that this believer has more talents, this believer is better 
educated, or this believer has a better nature. No, then what makes it “good” 
ground? What makes it good is its absolute nothingness! And that’s really 
where the Lord in preparing ground in you and me – in preparing our hearts, 
has got to finally bring us to our absolute NOTHINGNESS. Because as long 
as we think there is some kind of a good quality in our hearts; as long as I’ve 
got something there that I can glory in, some good quality, the SEED is 
NOT going to bear fruit. The Seed is not going to find anything compatible. 
But what does that kind of thinking hinder? So again the question: what’s 
wrong with this ground? Matthew 13:18,19, “Hear ye therefore the parable 
of the sower. When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that 
which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way 
side” And you can describe the wayside: a place where people walk. You 
can describe it and the condition, but what is it that the wayside can not do? 
What kind of ground – what is wrong with that ground? 
 
Reference: 
1 Corinthians 1:28,29 
And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 
That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
 
 

Stony Places/Thorns 
 
Then we go to the next. Verses 20,21, “ But he that received the seed into 
stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy 
receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when 
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is 
offended.” Stony places – shallowness. This is the one that hears and 
receives immediately, and then persecution arises because of the Word, and 
by that very Word offense comes. What is it that offends? What is the 
offense to the ground, to our heart? What offense: what are we offended 
about? What is it that this ground can not, or will not facilitate? Now we 
know it’s a footpath to anybody who wants to walk by. It has stones, and no 
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depth. All of those are characteristics, but what is wrong with the ground? 
What is the one thing that is necessary to this Seed bringing forth fruit that 
this ground can not, will not facilitate? It will grow rocks, it will grow 
weeds; it’s a place for any doctrine, anybody that comes walking along. But 
what is the one thing it will not facilitate: the one thing that is absolutely 
necessary to fruit? Now in answering this question we’re going to describe 
“good ground”, but not by qualities of the ground. And I’ve tried to do that 
before. ‘Here’s what you must do to be good ground: you’ve got to pray 
fifteen minutes everyday, you’ve got to start out your day reading the Bible, 
you’ve got to do this… and that… and then you’re good ground.’ Then we 
go down to the next, verse 22, “ He also that received seed among the thorns 
is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness 
of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.” They received it, but 
then you’ve got the thorns, the cares of the world. It’s the same problem 
here: what is it that ground is not facilitating? 
 
 

Seed and Ground 
 
Now verse 23, the good ground. “But he that received seed into the good 
ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it, which also beareth 
fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” 
Yes, it brings forth. Now this is simple, but it gets away from us. We just 
need to turn right over to John 12:23,24, “ And Jesus answered them, saying, 
The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” You see, it isn’t the ground 
that dies anyway. But the ground must facilitate, allow for, embrace, give 
itself to the dying of the Lord. The ground must allow HIS DEATH to be 
worked in it. It is offended by His death. See, Israel was offended by His 
death. Certainly if He had come representing Himself as their King to defeat 
the Romans and set up His Kingdom, they would have all flocked to Him. In 
fact, Satan tried Him right on that very line at the beginning of His ministry. 
Matthew 4:8,9, “ Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them; And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me.” What would He want with all those kingdoms when 
He has His own Kingdom? The Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of Heaven? 
He’s going to take men OUT of all of those other kingdoms. He’s going to 
rob those kingdoms; He’s going to spoil all of those kingdoms – what would 
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He want with those kingdoms? They were offended at His death; they were 
offended by The Cross (Satan also was offended by His Death and was 
defeated  by The Cross). And that’s what makes good ground: it will allow 
His death to be worked in it. It will allow for its own nothingness. Except 
this Seed that is sown fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone, it can 
bring forth no fruit. 
 
References: 
Philippians 2:5,8 
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus… And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross. 
 
Romans 6:4 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life.  
 
Acts 1:6 
When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, 
wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 
 
John 18:36 
Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the 
Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 
 
Revelation 5:9 
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue and people, and nation. 
 
 

We Are Dirt! 
 
Look now in 2 Corinthians 4:5, “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
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the power may be of God, and not of us.”  We have this treasure in dirt! Paul 
said this same thing in his first letter to this same church. He said this in 1 
Corinthians 1:22-26, “ For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek 
after wisdom. But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness: But unto them which are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are 
called.” He says that you are the least of the least, the worse of the worst, 
you are nothing and you have nothing to offer God! And he’s not saying that 
among all the people on the earth you are the worse. He’s saying you are 
DIRT! When God chose you, He just chose dirt. He’s not saying there are 
good men and bad men, and you are the worst of the bad. No, he’s just 
saying you see your calling brethren: not wisdom after the flesh, not mighty, 
not noble. No. “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world (he 
hasn’t chosen the fools of the world; He’s chosen DIRT, so that He might by 
that)  to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the 
world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things 
which are not, to bring to nought things that are.” And why would He do 
that? “That no flesh should glory in his presence.” It’s the same thing He 
says in 2 Corinthians 4:7, “ But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” So it’s IN earthen 
vessels. The whole thing is in dirt! The Seed is chosen to fall into dirt and 
die, and bring forth abundantly of HIMSELF! 
 
 

Allowing That Death To Work 
 
And the ground that is considered “good ground” is the ground that will 
facilitate that death: that will allow that death to work in it. Yes, he goes on 
in 2 Corinthians 4:8, “ We (the dirt) are troubled on every side, yet not 
distressed…” We’re looking at an outer man and an inner man here. And 
he’s saying that NONE of these things touch the inner man! None of these 
things touch the Life of The Seed – none of them! None of these things 
touch my Life who is CHRIST! And notice he didn’t say from time to time 
we are troubled. No – we’re troubled on every side, yet, not distressed. His 
message is not that God will trouble you. His gospel is not about trouble. 
“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not 
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in despair.” We have to understand: one is the dirt, the other is the Life of 
The Seed IN the dirt. 
 
Reference: 
2 Corinthians 4:16 
For which cause we faint not: but though our outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day. 
 
 

The Dying of The Seed 
 

Verse 9, “Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 
ALWAYS bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are 
alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might 
be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in 
you.” Now this is NOT the death of sin. This is the dying of The SEED. 
This is not being dead IN sin, nor is it the death of sin working in you. No, 
this is the dying of The Seed; this is being dead TO sin: the dying of The 
Seed working in the ground; facilitating His death. I want to consider 
something. We’ve got the ground and we’ve got this Seed, and this Seed of 
course has a husk. Well, that’s me and that’s you – the husk of the Seed, the 
outer man. With Jesus it was the Seed of Abraham after the flesh. It was the 
Seed of David after the flesh, and that’s the Seed that had to die so that the 
Seed of God could be released in Life. So with you and me – it’s there. 
There we are the husk. Here is this Seed in us, working His death in us. 
Eventually as that Seed begins to break forth, and begins to bear fruit, most 
of the time what we can see up above the surface is what we call “The Great 
Work of God.” 
 
References: 
Romans 6:1,2,11,23 
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer 
therein?…Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord…For the wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Matthew 1:1 
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. 
 
Galatians 4:4 
But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law. 
 
 

The Great Work of God 
 
I keep in touch with people throughout the fellowship and ministry, and I’ll 
say, ‘How are things going?” Now don’t misunderstand me here: I’m not 
being critical, but I’m trying to make a point. Some say. ‘Oh man, 
everything is going fine. The Spirit of God is moving; the people are doing 
this or that… We’re seeing a great work of God, a great move of God.’ But 
of course, there are other times when you call and the story is quite different! 
‘We’re covered up with problems; we just had people leave…etc.’ What I’m 
telling you is that when we look at this picture, and when we see ABOVE 
the ground what has come forth, and the fruit of Christ that is coming forth 
or even the “so called” problems; that is NOT the Great Work of God. But 
that is the result of the Great Work of God that has taken place in the 
ground. The “Great Work” has taken place in the dying; because it is in the 
dying that The Life has been released that brings forth fruit of itself. But The 
Great Work of God that is taking place in the ground is DEATH  – working 
HIS death in me that HIS Life may come forth. And without that death being 
allowed, there is never going to be the expression, the fruit of His Life. 
 
References: 
Galatians 4:19; 5:22,23 
My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in 
you…But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
 
John 15:5,8 
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing…Herein is 
my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 
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Colossians 1:24 
Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of 
the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church. 
     
Ephesians 3:20 
Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that worketh in us. 
 
 

In The Ground 
 
You can take the ground… you can get this wayside piece of ground that has 
let every form of doctrine come through it, and it’s trampled it down so hard 
that nothing can penetrate it. Well, get the tractor and the cultivator out, and 
plow it up! Turn it over and put fertilizer in it and see what it will bring 
forth. It won’t bring forth anything! This ground that is stony: get all those 
rocks out of there, and then sow seed, but the seed just stays on top of the 
ground. It is not only an absolute Spiritual Law, but it is also a law of nature. 
Unless that seed is in the ground, it is not going to grow. And the fact that all 
of those rocks are raked up and out of the way isn’t going to help it a bit. 
And the rain won’t put it in the ground for you. You can’t get around this 
law: that seed has got to get in the ground and it’s got to die there. The 
ground has got to facilitate THE DEATH OF THAT SEED. 
 
References: 
Ephesians 4:14 
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 
 
Jeremiah 4:3 
For thus saith the Lord to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your 
fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. 
 
 

Life is in The Seed 
 
And you can spray and spray and get all the weeds out. What I’m saying is 
that you can improve the quality of the ground, and you will end up with 
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really, really good ground in the natural. What can it possibly produce of 
itself? NOTHING! The Life is in the SEED! The Life is not in the ground, 
and it never is going to be in the ground. It’s in the seed. What takes place in 
the ground is dying, and the ground becomes involved in the dying, in the 
death of this husk. The ground bears His dying. His Life just comes out of 
that. The ground doesn’t produce it: the ground doesn’t make it better. 
There’s no quality that the ground can add to it. The quality is in the SEED. 
Well, we’re talking about The Seed of God here. It doesn’t get any better, 
and I’m telling you there’s NOTHING the ground can do to make it better. 
And I’ve come to realize that most of what we call “The Great Work of 
God” is in fact a result of a Great Work of God – not the Work itself. The 
Great Work goes on under the ground. 
 
References: 
Romans 6:5 
For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resurrection. 
 
Genesis 1:11 
And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and 
the fruit tree yielding fruit, after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the 
earth: and it was so. 
 
Philippians 3:10 
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 
 

 
Formed In Death 

 
Psalm 139:14 talks about how he’s wonderfully made. “ I will praise thee: 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that 
my soul knoweth right well.” That is about His being formed in death; He’s 
being formed in the ground; because what comes forth in The Resurrection? 
Turn to 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, “ But some man will say, How are the dead 
raised up? and with what body do they come? Thou fool. That which thou 
sowest is not quickened, except it die: And that which thou sowest, thou 
sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or 
of some other grain: But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to 
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every seed his own body.” What is the body that dies here? This husk – is it 
my natural body? No, all of this wondrous thing is taking place INSIDE this 
clay vessel, but what is dying here is the body HE took on Himself to bring 
to death. It’s the body of the Jew, it’s the body of the Gentile. It’s the body 
of the first man; it’s the body of humanity. But it’s not that body falling into 
the ground and dying on its own. When it falls into the ground and dies it is 
HIS BODY, the Body of His Death. He took that body to Himself. If you 
just go out and kill a Jew or a Gentile and stick him in the ground, nothing is 
going to come out. Why? Because there’s no Life in him – he’s all husk! So 
Christ took the husk upon Himself, the body of humanity: the Jew, the 
Gentile, the me, the you. He took that body on Himself. That’s the body with 
which He died: that’s the body of HIS death. 
 
References: 
Philippians 2:6-8 
Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. 
 
Ephesians 2:15,16 
Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the 
cross, having slain the enmity thereby. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:14 
For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead. 
 
Hebrews 2:14,16 
Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy 
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil…For verily he took not on 
him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 
 
John 12:32,33 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he 
said, signifying what death he should die. 
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The Body of His Life 
 
That there may come forth in The Resurrection The Body of His Life. And 
that Work goes on in every one of us. That Work is worked in every parcel 
of ground, every clod of dirt, every earthen vessel. That death – but it’s HIS 
death; it’s the dying of the Lord Jesus. In “our” death – what is it but dirt 
going to dirt? But now it is Life coming forth in the power of The 
Resurrection. It’s not the husk that is raised up at all. So I saw again – in our 
heart, in this ground: what do we really bear? We bear HIS DYING that His 
Life may come forth. What does happen here is that the whole identity of 
this ground is changed. We’ve all driven along the highways in farm country 
and seen fields that have been plowed up and you can smell the fresh earth. 
You look out there, and what is it? Well, a whole lot of dirt! Dirt is what you 
see, and dirt is what you think. 
 
 

His Power Working 
 
But later you come by after a seed has fallen into the ground and died, and 
now – even just in the natural, you say what a beautiful field of wheat; what 
a beautiful field of corn. All of a sudden the whole identity of that field has 
changed. The identity has changed: within it has borne his death; without it 
expressed his life! My point is that the Work of God goes on actually unseen 
– not witnessed by men. What is witnessed by men is the result of the power 
that worketh in you mightily. What is the power that worketh in us? Now 
you can say it is the power of this Life, and that’s true. But what is the power 
of this Life working in this ground? The power of this Life is working 
DEATH in this ground. The power of this Seed is working death, because as 
it falls into the ground the husk begins to give way to the inwards of Life. 
But Life – before it bears fruit, works DEATH. The Seed must die. But it is 
the husk that dies: it is the Life that is released. And if you’ve ever gotten a 
seed and put it in a glass container and see that going on, you will see that it 
is the breaking forth, the coming forth of Life that breaks the husk. And it 
actually works death in the husk. That’s why it was buried in weakness: the 
weakness of the flesh. 
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References: 
Ephesians 1:19-23 
And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, 
when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in 
that which is to come: And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him 
to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of 
him that filleth all in all. 
 
Genesis 3:19 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return. 
 
Philippians 3:10 
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:12 
Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 
 
Romans 6:5 
For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resurrection. 
 
Colossians 1:29 
Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh 
in me mightily. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:12 
So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 
 
 

Weakness of Husk 
 
Look at 1 Corinthians 15:42-44, “ So also is the resurrection of the dead. It 
is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: It is sown in dishonour; it 



 42

is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: It is sown a 
natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there 
is a spiritual body.”  See, we want to fortify the husk. It’s the weakness of 
the husk that God chose: it’s the nothingness that God chose. And Christ 
submitted Himself to that. He took that on Himself, that He could bring that 
into death; that it could not hold back, keep back His Life. So His death 
worketh in us, and all it’s going to do is expose your weakness, expose your 
inability, expose your nothingness. That’s what it is going to do. And this 
will bring you and I to the point where we have to say I can do nothing; I am 
nothing! Except it be the Lord, there is nothing! It is “ …not I, but 
Christ…”(Galatians 2:20) That’s the working of HIS death in us. It just is 
exposing. Sown in weakness, raised in power; sown corruptible, raised 
incorruptible. Corruptible must die! The weakness must give way to the 
power! 
 
References: 
Philippians 2:7,8 
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men; And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:3-5 
And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my 
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 
 
Galatians 2:20 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
 
 

We Bear His Death 
 
His death working in me. I know we want to bear His Life, but we don’t. We 
bear His death, and His Life is released. What did Paul say in Philippians 3, 
talking about the power of the resurrection?  Verse 10, “ That I may know 
him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
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being made conformable unto his death.” Now I know we would rather 
conform to His Life, but that’s not possible. That would be you and me 
coming to be “like Jesus.” And the point is you and I are NEVER going to 
be like Jesus! We’re not supposed to come to be “like Jesus”. We would be a 
very cheap imitation at best. Going back to the parable: that’s the reason 
most ground won’t facilitate Him. That’s the reason three out of four could 
not bear fruit. They could grow weeds, but could not bear fruit. Why? They 
can’t facilitate His death. The Lord has really challenged me on this: what’s 
wrong with that ground? And immediately the natural mind says we need to 
find out and correct it. We need to get some fertilizer in there and do 
something. And it dawned on me – what does the seed have to do? DIE – 
and bring forth fruit. And quite obviously that’s not happening in this 
ground, or it would be bringing forth fruit. It would not facilitate His death: 
would not allow His death to work in it. 
 
References: 
John 12:24 
 Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if 
it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 
 
John 15:5,8 
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing…Herein is 
my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

 
 

Conformable Unto His Death/Transformed 
 
You can look at all the reasons: the footpaths, the rocks. It doesn’t make any 
difference. The problem is the same – the facilitating of His death; the 
inward working of that death. It may have even started but it couldn’t 
continue. Paul didn’t say that His death ever quits working in us: making us 
“ …conformable unto his death.”(Philippians 3:10) This ground NEVER 
ceases to bear His death. The moment that it does… Life ceases to be 
released. The moment the husk becomes strong or the ground becomes 
hardened, it simply works against the releasing of Life.  Being made 
conformable unto His death. I looked at that once: being  “conformed” 
versus the term being “transformed”. The transformation has to do with His 
Life. It is the New Body that comes forth that is not me, not you, but the 
expression of Him: neither male nor female, neither Jew nor Greek. But 
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being conformed – the Jew must conform to His death, the Greek must 
conform to His death! It’s His death we conform to. It is by His Life that 
there is the transformation to an altogether NEW CREATION in Christ, Not 
I, but Christ living in me! 
 
References: 
2 Corinthians 4:10 
Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 
 
Hebrews 3:8 
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in 
the wilderness. 
 
Romans 8:29;12:2 
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren…And 
be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God. 
 
Colossians 3:10,11 
And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but 
Christ is all, and in all. 
 
Galatians 3:28 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ. 
 
 

Transformation 
 
Paul would say, ‘Thou fool! What goes under is NOT what comes up!’ But 
what goes under is conformed to His death. His Life comes forth and there’s 
the transformed: a whole New Creation. There’s transformation! 
Transformed into that same image. Transformation is NOT me acting like 
Jesus. Conformed to His death: there’s the conforming – always working in 
me, and finding in that the fellowship of His sufferings. And what is 
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working this? The Power of His Resurrection! Why? Because “we’ve got 
this treasure in earthen vessels” (2 Corinthians 4:7), in dirt. So much so that 
the roots are able to go down deep in our very soul and become well 
grounded and deep rooted. I’m telling you it’s the working of His death that 
does that; that death worked by His Life, but it is His Life working death in 
me to the releasing of that Life that is not me, but is Him. And I’m just 
saying that the Great Work of God is the working that is in me. Paul says in 
Colossians 1:29, “ Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his 
working, which worketh in me mightily.” Can that be anything other than the 
Power of His Resurrection? I think not. It’s what He talks about in 2 
Corinthians 4:12, “ So then death worketh in us, but life in you.” 
 
References: 
Philippians 3:10 
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:36 
Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. 
 
Ephesians 3:17 
That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love. 
 
Colossians 2:7 
Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been 
taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 
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Conformed 
 
I’m a stickler for words as many of you are. If a thing is true, it is true. And I 
remembered the term “conformed” used in Romans 8:29, “ For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be CONFORMED to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.” And I first 
thought that doesn’t fit, but then the Lord said to look at it again. And I 
knew we were conformed to His death and the transforming power is of His 
Life that comes out of that death. But years later in a search on “the 
Firstborn” the Lord really began to impress upon me: “firstborn out from 
among the dead”, firstborn from the dead. And then it hit me: conformed to 
his image that he might be firstborn: yes, firstborn from among the dead. 
Conformed to His death, that He alone may come forth! Firstborn – out of 
that. Firstfruits of the whole harvest. We are made conformable to His death. 
This was Paul’s prayer, “ That I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings…”(Philippians 3:10) My 
Lord, to really know that fellowship! “… being made conformable unto His 
death.” Conforming – that His Life may be released! Now this is not me 
trying to die His death, but rather me conforming to the Truth of His death  
being my death or the death of me. The conforming of my mind, my soul to 
the Truth, “Not I, But Christ”. 
 
References: 
Colossians 1:18 
And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
 
Revelation 1:5 
And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of 
the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:23 
But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that 
are Christ’s at his coming. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:23 
And each in his proper order, a first-fruit Christ, afterwards those who are 
the Christ's, in his presence. – Young’s Literal Translation 
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Offended By The Word 
 
We read in Matthew 13:21 that one was offended by the Word. “Yet hath he 
not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or 
persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.” And it 
was on my heart: what is offensive about that Seed? His death: we are 
offended by His death. We don’t want that death worked in us. ‘Work all 
your Life in me you want to, Lord: but not your death. Lord. I’ll even go die 
FOR you, but don’t work YOUR death in me. I’m willing to die FOR you.’ 
Now we have people die for causes every day: we’ve got fanatics in the 
world today blowing themselves up – for what? It’s fanaticism. No, this is 
not like that. It’s BEARING inwardly His death as my death. That becomes 
offensive, and that really hit me. God in heaven, the very thing that is 
designed to bring forth Life offends us! It becomes offensive to me. Why? 
(v. 21) He comes under persecution, ridicule, this, that and the other – fine. 
But that’s not what offends. He’s offended in the Word. What is it about that 
Seed that is offensive? DEATH! Even though that death is for me and for 
you. It’s a death that we couldn’t of our own selves die except the Seed die! 
Deny the Seed His Death, and see if it brings forth Life. No, He had to make 
that HIS DEATH. He – this Seed of God – He had to make that His death. 
He had to take that upon Himself, and that is the death that we have to face 
within. That is the death that is worked IN US! The death to which we 
conform and are obedient unto the releasing of His Life! 
 
References: 
John 12:25 
He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world 
shall keep it unto life eternal. 
 
Mark 8:34; 10:21 
And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said 
unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me…Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said 
unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up 
the cross, and follow me. 
 
Romans 5:6-8 
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet peradventure for 



 48

a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
 

Bearing Fruit 
 

And it’s as real as the Life that is released out from it. And it’s worked in 
every piece of dirt, in every earthen vessel. It has to be or there can be no 
fruit there. And except you bear fruit, then you are broken, pulled up and 
burned! Why? Because there’s no evidence of Life. It’s dead wood. And 
dead wood is burned. Oh, this goes deep into our hearts. The very thing that 
would save us is the thing by which we are offended. In John 12 right after it 
talks about the seed falling into the ground, what does it say? Verse 25, “ He 
that loveth his life shall lose it…” If you seek to save your life, you’re going 
to lose it. But if you lose it, you’re going to find it IN HIM! What joy! What 
a transformation of our soul – transformed by His Life! 
 
Reference: 
John 15:6 
If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and 
men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 
 
 

The Fruit of The Seed 
 
Well, may the Lord work in our hearts. Can I call it a quality – a 
NOTHINGNESS: that we would be ground that would facilitate His dying, 
which is our death. He did this for me: He did this for you. He took that 
upon Himself. “… sown in weakness, raised in power…”(1 Corinthians 
15:43) “…sown in corruption, raised in incorruption.” This is NOT the fruit 
of the husk. This is the fruit of The Seed: The Body of The Seed. Here is 
The Work of God – LIFE. Fruit is the result of The Work of God.  
 
References: 
2 Corinthians 5:14 
For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead. 
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1 Peter 3:18 
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit. 
 
Hebrews 2:9 
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor: that he by the grace of 
God should taste death for every man. 
 
James 5:7 
Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the 
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long 
patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. 
 
 
We’ll continue speaking of spiritual understanding: the understanding of The 
Spirit being worked in us. 
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PART 3 THE APPEARING OF CHRIST 
 

The Understanding in Israel 
 
We’ve been dealing with the necessity of spiritual understanding. I have said 
that I believe that the greatest single need in the Lord’s Body today is 
spiritual understanding. We looked at Christ’s teaching of the parable of the 
sower and the seed in Matthew 13. And according to the epistles of Paul and 
his heart’s desire for the Church, spiritual understanding was the greatest 
need. And it was simply nonexistent in Israel. Israel as a whole, as a 
Covenant people, simply had NO spiritual understanding. The Lord spoke of 
blind leaders of the blind; those that would hear Him, and yet not 
understand. Jesus said, “(You do) Search the scriptures; (I know that you 
do.) for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.” (John 5:39,40) 
They were totally void of spiritual understanding. And yet, they thought they 
understood the things of the Spirit. They had the scripture. They had had it 
for thousands of years! They had the prophets, the types, the shadows, the 
Law, the commandments, the sacrifices, the offerings, the priesthood. Israel 
had all of that, and yet at the time of the coming of the Lord; when He Who 
was to come DID come, and walked among His own, His own received Him 
not! And it was because of the lack of spiritual understanding. 
 
References: 
Matthew 15:14 
Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the 
blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 
 
Matthew 16:3 
And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and 
lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not 
discern the signs of the times? 
 
Romans 9:4 
Who are Israelites: to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises. 
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John 1:11 
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
 
 

Understanding of Spiritual Things 
 
We saw that this condition has taken a very large place in the religious 
community today. There is a void of spiritual understanding. We looked at 
what spiritual understanding is NOT. It is not a natural understanding of 
spiritual things, and 99% of believers today think that it is. They think that it 
is their understanding of spiritual things. But that is not it, because all 
Christians have an understanding of the things of the Spirit, but is that the 
understanding OF the Spirit? Or is that simply a natural understanding OF 
spiritual things? How many understandings of “holiness” are there in the 
Christian community? If you hear ten sermons on “holiness”, I will 
guarantee you they will all have a different standard for holiness. Spiritual 
things: whether it’s righteousness, holiness, love, joy, peace, salvation, 
redemption, resurrection, restoration, reconciliation. We hear them, but what 
I’m saying is spiritual understanding is not a natural understanding of 
spiritual things. We think that because you and I have some kind of 
understanding or we have a belief, or we have an opinion about things 
spiritual that is spiritual understanding. 
 
 

The Volume of the Scripture is Spiritual 
 
No, it is not. I have an opinion about diesel trucks, but I can’t drive one. 
That’s not spiritual understanding. I mentioned that all of the scripture, as a 
volume, or given of God is SPIRITUAL. As given of God it is spiritual, and 
yet you can know what the scripture SAYS and NOT have spiritual 
understanding. The very ones that Jesus upbraided had the scripture by 
volume, but not spiritual understanding. We think that if we know where to 
find Matthew in the New Testament that we have spiritual understanding. 
We think if we memorize John 3:16 and twenty or thirty other verses that 
we’ve got spiritual understanding. It’s sad when I hear people who have no 
spiritual understanding tell me what the Bible teaches. A man told me we’re 
in “the last days”; that any day now the world is going to come to an end. 
And I asked him why he said that. And he said that’s what the Bible teaches. 
But he had no spiritual understanding, so how could he know what the Bible 
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teaches? Now I don’t like to embarrass or offend folks, so I didn’t carry that 
conversation on, but if I did I would have asked him to show me where the 
Bible teaches that. There are not a handful of Christians that can even give 
you a scriptural reference of what they THINK they believe. And if they can, 
most of the scripture references that they give you have nothing to do with 
what they say they do! 
 
References: 
Romans 7:14 
For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. 
 
2 Peter 3:3,10,12 
Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking 
after their own lusts…But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night: in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up…Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the 
day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat? 
 
Matthew 24:29,35 
Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, 
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken…Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall not pass away. 
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Understanding Righteousness 
 

That is just the condition. I’m just trying to stir up your minds here. Spiritual 
understanding is not scripture memorization. You can do all of that – you 
can preach the scripture, teach the scripture, memorize the scripture, carry 
your Bible to bed with you at night, and still NOT have spiritual 
understanding. You still have only a natural understanding of something that 
is very spiritual in its nature, its character, and its substance. And you have a 
natural understanding of it, because that’s the life story of most Christians 
today. They do not understand the substance, the nature, the character of 
spiritual things. They have understood spiritual things from the standpoint of 
materialism, from the standpoint of naturalism or futurism. Here’s a simple 
example: I’ll go back to “righteousness”. You can not possibly understand 
the nature and character of righteousness, let alone the substance and say 
that it has anything to do with the clothes that you wear. The nature of 
righteousness is spiritual, not material. You can wear overalls, coveralls, you 
can wear a robe – it doesn’t make any difference as to the nature of 
righteousness. It’s not what you wear outwardly: it is what you are clothed 
upon with inwardly. Righteousness is a Work of God that takes place in the 
heart, in the soul. Righteousness is, in fact, Christ Himself (1 Cor. 1:30), but 
who understands that? 
 
References: 
Philippians 3:9 
And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith. 
 
Colossians 3:12-14 
Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering: Forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do you. And above all these things put on 
charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:2,3 
For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven: If so be that being clothed we shall not be found 
naked. 
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Matthew 23:26-28 
Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, 
that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all 
uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but 
within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 
 
 

Our Natural Prejudices 
 

Most have no spiritual understanding with regard to that, so we try to make 
it materialistic, natural. Oh, so much of that goes on. Thinking that 
righteousness is what kind of clothes we wear is an extreme example, but 
you’d be surprised the spin that our natural mind puts on most everything 
that is spiritual. We spin it to our own desires. We spin spiritual things 
according to our prejudices and our biases. We do. Do you think there are 
not prejudices in your natural heart? Do you think there are not biases? You 
will put a spin on spiritual things to accommodate that prejudice and that 
bias. You can’t tell me that is spiritual understanding. It is NOT. 
 
References: 
1 Peter 3:3,4 
Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and 
of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 
 
Colossians 2:20-23 
Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as 
though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste 
not; handle not; Which all are to perish with the using;) after the 
commandments and doctrines of men? Which things have indeed a shew of 
wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any 
honour to the satisfying of the flesh. 
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Spirit Working In You 
 

So we’ve said that spiritual understanding is in fact the understanding of the  
Spirit Himself working in you. Spiritual understanding is the understanding 
of the Spirit. There’s only One who has spiritual understanding. That is The 
SPIRIT! He doesn’t give His understanding away: He works it IN YOU. It’s 
a working of the Spirit in you. It is the Spirit. You can’t separate the 
understanding of the Spirit from the Spirit. You can’t separate Truth from 
the Spirit of Truth. So the understanding of the Spirit is a result of the Spirit 
working in you. It’s not something the Spirit gave you about something: but 
a working in you of that very mind, of that very nature and character; of that 
very self same Spirit. So spiritual understanding is having the understanding 
of the Spirit concerning all things. And what I mean by that is having the 
understanding of the Spirit in whatever situation I’m in, with whatever 
relationship that I’m in, with whatever may face me in the next two hours, 
whether it be person, place or thing – circumstance or otherwise. It is in 
ALL THINGS having the understanding of the Spirit. It is not knowing 
about all things, it is having the mind of Christ in all things. 
 
References: 
John 16:13,14 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall 
receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 
 
1 John 2:27; 5:20,21 
But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need 
not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall 
abide in him…And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us 
an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and that we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 
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Governing Factor of Hearts 
 
Remember the understanding of the Spirit is NOT a “how-to” book. It’s not 
an instructional book. The understanding of the Spirit has to do with the 
nature, the character, and the substance: out from which thoughts, 
motivations and actions proceed. It is the governing factor of hearts and 
lives. It is not the same as receiving “Ten Steps on How to Be a Victorious 
Christian.” Now, I’m not trying to be facetious, but I don’t think that the 
Spirit who indwells the believer – the very Living Spirit of God, the very 
Spirit of Christ needs an instructional manual for ten steps, five steps or two 
steps on “How to Be a Victorious Christian.” And we don’t need ten steps 
either. We need SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING in all things! How many 
steps did the Jews have? How many laws, how many ceremonies and rites? 
How many did they have? Did it get anything done? Why in the name of 
sanity do seemingly reasonable Christian men and women and ministries 
come up with such displays of ignorance: ‘Ten Steps to this… Fifteen Steps 
to that…” Why all of that? It didn’t work for Israel! We see so many “How-
to” manuals. No, it won’t work! “God, who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by (in) his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds. ( Heb 1:1-2) 
 
References: 
Colossians 3:15 
And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called 
in one body; and be ye thankful. 
 
Philippians 4:7 
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
 
2 Peter 1:3 
According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto 
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory 
and virtue. 
 
Hebrews 7:19; 10:1 
For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did: 
by the which we draw nigh unto God…For the law having a shadow of good 
things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those 
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sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers 
thereunto perfect. 
 
 

Violating Spiritual Understanding 
 
It violates spiritual understanding because you see, the understanding of the 
Spirit by which Paul wrote was NOT his own understanding. He said, “But I 
certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after 
man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” He said it is not from flesh and blood that I 
speak this. Even when I was with you, brethren, as to my demeanor, as to 
my presence, I was weak and humble, and lowly; not exalting myself before 
you, but in fear and in trembling. I was understanding that I was declaring to 
you a testimony so far beyond myself, so much greater than myself – even 
the Testimony of God! And the fact that I could even say words was a direct 
intervention of the Holy Spirit. Why? So that your faith would not stand in 
me! This man spoke out from spiritual understanding, and the understanding 
of the Spirit with regard to the life of the believer is: “…not I, but CHRIST 
liveth in me…” (Galatians 2:20) Hence my question: what need has the 
Spirit of Christ of an instructional manual? No – WE have need of spiritual 
understanding. 
 
References: 
Ephesians 3:3,4 
How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote 
afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to 
know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was 
with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech 
and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in 
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 
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Void of Spiritual Understanding 
 
I pray that we have all come to recognize that what we need is spiritual 
understanding. So now let us focus on what was the burden and concern of 
the Apostle Paul with regard to the Church concerning spiritual 
understanding. And then we’ll bring this spiritual understanding to be 
defined in a Person. The lack of spiritual understanding was without a doubt 
Paul’s greatest concern for the Church. We need to really think about this. 
This should be, in my opinion, the distinguishing mark, the identifying 
characteristic of every ministry in The Body of Jesus Christ. This burden, 
this concern that The Lord’s Body have spiritual understanding was the 
Lord’s. If you go back in the gospels and look at the Lord Jesus in His 
dealings with Israel, you will see that what had departed out from them: 
what they were totally void of was this issue of spiritual understanding. 
Remember, “ He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” (John 
1:11) They were VOID of spiritual understanding. If you’ll look back in the 
Old Testament the type of spiritual understanding can not be separated from 
the fire and the cloud – the GLORY. When the glory filled the Tabernacle it 
was a type of spiritual understanding filling the minds, the souls, the hearts 
of God’s people. It was the presencing of The Lord. He spoke out from that 
cloud: out from that glory The Lord spoke. Out from that understanding, out 
from spiritual understanding The Lord spoke. 
 
References: 
Romans 6:3 
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? 
 
Galatians 3:1 
O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the 
truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified 
among you? 
 
Exodus 13:21,22 
And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the 
way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light: to go by day and 
night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire 
by night, from before the people. 
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Exodus 40:34,35 
Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the 
congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle. 
 
 

The Law Given 
 
That cloud was typical, and because that cloud was in a tent that was typical 
of a Living Tabernacle to come. Now it is true that those words that He 
spoke were not received in spiritual understanding. Therefore the Law was 
given so that what He spoke, although it was not received in spiritual 
understanding, had to be done, because if it wasn’t done, the penalty was 
DEATH. The Law was given because of NO spiritual understanding. The 
Law was given because of an inability to do what God said to do: because of 
transgressions. This should be clear to us. The whole issue from the time of 
Abraham was one of spiritual understanding. Abraham had spiritual 
understanding: it was called FAITH. And with that was accounted to him the 
very righteousness of God. It should be plain that from the very onset, Israel 
refused to walk in that Covenant of faith, and even broke the Covenant of 
the Law. And time and time again the prophets chastised Israel because of 
the stiff-necked blindness, hardness, gross, no vision – no spiritual 
understanding. 
 
References: 
Hebrews 8:5 
Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was 
admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, 
saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in 
the mount. 
 
Galatians 3:19 
Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till 
the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained 
by angels in the hand of a mediator. 
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Exodus 30:33,38 
Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or whosoever putteth any of it upon a 
stranger, shall even be cut off from his people…Whosoever shall make like 
unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his people. 
 
Leviticus 17:4 
And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to 
offer an offering unto the Lord before the tabernacle of the Lord; blood shall 
be imputed unto that man; he hath shed blood; and that man shall be cut off 
from among his people. 
 
Genesis 15:6 
And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 
 
Romans 4:3 
For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
 unto him for righteousness. 
 
Hebrews 11:8-10 
By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he 
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in 
a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs 
with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
 
Hebrews 8:9 
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when 
I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they 
continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.  
 
Hebrews 3:8-10 
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in 
the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my 
works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, 
They do always err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I 
sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest. 
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Jeremiah 17:23 
But they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff, that 
they might not hear, nor receive instruction. 
 
Ezekiel 2:4 
For they are impudent children and stiffhearted. I do send thee unto them; 
and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God. 
 
 

He Himself is Spiritual Understanding 
 
When the glory of the Lord departed from the Temple at Shiloh, spiritual 
understanding departed from that people. So what I’m saying is one can’t 
separate spiritual understanding from the Lord Himself. It isn’t something 
He gives: it is who He is. It’s not something about Him: it’s who He is. Who 
is He? He is The Living Word of The Living God! How do you separate 
spiritual understanding from The Word of God? HE HIMSELF is the 
understanding of the Lord. It isn’t something He gives: it’s Who He is. 
That’s the reason he didn’t leave us with teachings. He has come to live in 
us Himself. And be Himself The Living Word of God, rather than giving us 
teachings and say ‘do the best you can and try to understand My teachings.’ 
The disciples walked with Him three and a half years and didn’t understand 
a word He said! No, He had to be IN THEM: He had to live in them. The 
Word had to come inside. You can’t separate them. This is spiritual 
understanding. Spiritual understanding comes with the Lord. Spiritual 
understanding is “imparted” when Christ the Living Word is revealed “IN” 
the believer. 
 
References: 
1 Samuel 4:21,22 
And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel: 
because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father in law and her 
husband. And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: for the ark of God 
is taken. 
 
John 1:1,18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God…No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
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John 14:20,23 
At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in 
you…Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my 
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him. 
 
Ephesians 1:17-18 
That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto 
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of 
your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. 
 
Colossians 1:27 
To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
Colossians 2:2-3 
That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto 
all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of 
the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
 
John 16:12 
I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
 
 

That They May Know Me 
 
Israel was a type of the Church (those who would come to fulness in Christ 
Jesus) and all through God’s dealings with Israel we see God saying, “That 
they may know Me… That they may know Me.” The indictment against 
them was that they were hardhearted, stiffnecked; that they had no 
understanding, that they were blind. Every prophet that ever wrote spoke to 
them about that! Did they repent? No they didn’t. They killed the prophets! 
They just got tired of the prophets, so they shipped them off or threw them 
in a hole or in a dungeon, or killed them. And the Lord indicted them for that 
when He stood in their midst and presented them HIMSELF as what all the 
prophets had said: The One of Whom all the prophets had spoken. Did they 
hear Him? Certainly not! 
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References: 
Exodus 7:17; 9:14,29; 14:4,18; 29:46; 31:13 
Thus saith the Lord, In this thou shalt know that I am the Lord: behold, I will 
smite with the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters which are in the 
river, and they shall be turned to blood…For I will at this time send all my 
plagues upon thine heart, and upon thine servants, and upon thy people; that 
thou mayest know that there is none like me in all the earth…And Moses 
said unto him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad my 
hands unto the Lord: and the thunder shall cease, neither shall there be any 
more hail; that thou mayest know how that the earth is the Lord’s…And I 
will harden Pharaoh’s heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be 
honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host: that the Egyptians may 
know that I am the Lord. And they did so…And the Egyptians shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his 
chariots, and upon his horsemen…And they shall know that I am the Lord 
their God, that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell 
among them: I am the Lord their God…Speak thou also unto the children of 
Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me 
and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord 
that doth sanctify you. 
 
Acts 7:51 
Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye. 
 
Matthew 23:31,37 
Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them 
which killed the prophets…O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, but ye would not! 
 
Jeremiah 19:15; 37:21; 38:6 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon this 
city and upon all her towns all the evil that I have pronounced against it, 
because they have hardened their necks, that they might not hear my 
words…Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit 
Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and that they should give him daily a 
piece of bread out of the baker’s street, until all the bread in the city were 
spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison…Then took they 
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Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, 
that was in the court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. 
And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the 
mire. 
 
Luke 24:25 
Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken. 
 
John 5:46 
For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. 
 
 

The Burden of Paul 
 
So then, right at the start of each letter to the Church, Paul makes known that 
his greatest concern for them was for spiritual understanding. Why? Because 
he understood that the Church was not some kind of a second thought in the 
mind and heart of God.  He understood that everything that Old Covenant 
Israel was in the flesh, New Covenant Israel, The Church was in Spirit – IN 
CHRIST JESUS. Paul understood that, and he understood that the issue was 
still one of spiritual understanding: that it was one of having the mind of 
CHRIST in all things. Paul understood that the gospel had not been written 
down on stone and handed to him: but that the gospel had been revealed in 
him as a Person, even as The Son of God Himself. “ But when it pleased 
God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his 
grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach HIM …”  (Galatians 
1:15,16) “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of 
me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 1:11,12) And he’s making 
reference now to the Old Covenant teachings. The Gospel didn’t come that 
way. It is NOT that Covenant. He was saying, ‘The gospel that I preach to 
you is the same as the Covenant that Jeremiah spoke of: it’s the Covenant 
that is written in your heart.’ 
 
References: 
Romans 2:28,29 
For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, 
which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and 
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circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose 
praise is not of men, but of God. 
 
Philippians 3:3 
For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 
 
Romans 9:1-3 
I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in 
the Holy Ghost. That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my 
heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them out of the 
land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband 
unto them, saith the Lord: But this shall be the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in 
their hearts, and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they 
shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
I will remember their sin no more. 
 
 

Word Revealed In You 
 
Yes, and then he personalized that and said it is God revealing His Son; it is 
God revealing The One in Whom He has spoken, The Living Word Himself! 
It is The Word in you; being revealed in you to the transforming of your 
soul. Not an instructional manual on “how-to” – no, to the transforming of 
your soul. Paul understood that the Law could instruct you, but NOT 
transform you. The Law could instruct you, but never change the nature, or 
the character, or the substance of you. The Law could suppress you, but 
never, ever change your nature. That is NOT the Covenant that has come in 
Christ. That is NOT spiritual understanding. That is NOT the understanding 
of the Spirit working in you. Paul’s understanding was the result of God 
having revealed the Son (Christ Himself) in Paul, and in that Son, Paul saw 
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everything that every prophet had ever said – FULFILLED! He saw 
everything that Israel had ever stood for in type, in shadow, in Law, in 
promise, in prophecy – FULFILLED in that Son! And he saw that nothing 
could ever please God except it BE, in substance, that Son and in nature, in 
character that Son. Paul saw that the completeness and fullness of Salvation 
as promised of God was fulfilled in the “indwelling Son of God”.  He saw 
“Christ in you” as being the completeness of New Birth, Justification, 
Resurrection, Restoration and Glory. As to the Church, His Body, Paul saw 
Christ as being “ALL AND IN ALL”.  He saw Christ as The Head, The 
Beginning, The Firstborn (from among the dead) of The New Creation of 
God (the True Israel of God).  And he understood that this New Creation 
only existed through union with Christ (being in Christ) and only existed for 
the manifesting of Christ in the earth. Paul understood this New Creation in 
Christ to be “The Church which is His Body” (Eph. 1:22-23).  Paul knew 
that God’s thought and intention for the Church was not that of “many trying 
to be like One”, but rather ONE LIVING in and being revealed in many so 
that the many understand that they ARE ONE. (Eph. 4:13-16) 
 
References: 
Hebrews 1:11,2 
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, but whom also he made the 
worlds. 
 
Hebrews 7:19 
For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; 
by the which we draw nigh unto God. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:20 
For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory 
of God by us. 
 
Matthew 17:5 
While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold 
a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased; hear ye him. 
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Ephesians 1:6 
To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in 
the beloved. 
 
Romans 8:29 
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 
 

Speaking Out of Understanding 
 
That was the understanding out from which Paul spoke. That is spiritual 
understanding. Why? Because it’s the understanding that the Spirit has 
concerning the issue: it’s what the Spirit understands about The Body. It’s 
what the Spirit understands about Christ: it’s what the Spirit understands 
about the whole issue of Salvation. That’s spiritual understanding. Spiritual 
understanding comes to be revealed in the Person of The Son. He is the 
substance of it, the nature of it, the kind of it, the character of it. He is after 
all, the One and Only Word of God. So we’ll look at Paul and his letters to 
the churches. And we really shouldn’t just pick out verses, but read the 
letter. We really can’t understand the whole thing just by reading verses: we 
have to read the letter. But now I’m just drawing out and bringing to a point 
what is actually the heart of each of these letters. 
 
References: 
Galatians 2:20,2 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me…And I went up by revelation, 
and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the 
Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I 
should run, or had run, in vain. 
 
Ephesians 3:3,4 
How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote 
afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
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Colossians 2:16,17 
Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days; Which are a shadow of 
things to come; but the body is of Christ. 
 
John 1:1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 
 
1 John 1:1,2 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we have seen 
it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us;) 
 
 

A Problem 
 
So we will look first at the letter to the Galatians. You know that there was a 
problem with the Galatian Church. There was a lack of spiritual 
understanding. Yes, they had let the Judaizers come in and circumcise all of 
them, because they didn’t understand their circumcision was IN CHRIST. 
And Paul is upset about this! “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, 
that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been 
evidently set forth, crucified among you?” (Galatians 3:1) He is saying you 
foolish Galatians, how could this have happened to you? Have I laboured 
among you in vain? So he starts out his letter telling them he didn’t come to 
them in his own understanding: so how could they receive these others? 
Galatians 1:6, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from HIM…”  See, not 
from a teaching, not from a doctrine, not from an idea, but from HIM. “… 
that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not 
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of 
Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.”  
Why would he say that? Verse 11, “But I certify you, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it 
of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Verse 
15, “But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, 
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and called me by his grace, To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach him 
among the heathen: immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood.” 
 
References: 
Galatians 2:4 
And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily 
 to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring  
 us into bondage. 
 
Galatians 5:2,3,6 
Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you 
nothing. For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a 
debtor to do the whole law…For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. 
 
Colossians 2:11 
In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 
in putting off the body of sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ. 
 
 

Being A Child 
 
Galatians 4:1, “ Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth 
nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all.” And “child” there means 
no spiritual understanding. You can also call that immaturity. “But is under 
tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.” Paul spoke that 
specifically there with regard to Old Covenant Israel who was a child, under 
tutors and governors under the Law, until the time appointed of the Father. 
And the Father at that time appointed sent HIS SON. And that ended: the 
time of tutors and governors; that ended the time of the Law, that ended the 
time of God speaking to the fathers by the prophets and He hath NOW 
spoken IN SON. 
 
References: 
Galatians 3:24 
Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith. 
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Galatians 4:4 
But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law. 
 
Hebrews 1:1,2 
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds. 

 
 

Under The Law 
 
So this is historically correct, but it is also descriptive of a condition of 
hearts and God’s movement towards the correction of that condition. We can 
say that spoke of Old Covenant Israel, but wasn’t Old Covenant Israel 
hearts? They were people with whose hearts God was seeking to deal. 
Galatians 4:3, “ Even so WE…” He’s not talking about sinners; he’s talking 
about being under the Law – having no spiritual understanding; being shut 
up. Galatians 3:22,23, “But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that 
the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. But 
before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed.” Now “FAITH” there is spiritual 
understanding. It is the understanding of the Spirit working in you. That is 
the definition of “the faith of the Son of God” in Galatians 2:20. It is not like 
‘I hope it doesn’t rain tomorrow.’ No, faith is the understanding of the Spirit 
working in you regarding all things. Faith is the Wisdom, Understanding, 
and Knowledge of God revealed in Christ. That’s “living by faith”. That’s 
the faith by which Paul said he lived in the flesh. He lived in the flesh 
according to the understanding of the Spirit. Concerning what? Concerning 
everything. First concerning himself. And the understanding of the Spirit 
concerning Paul was: ye are DEAD, and CHRIST is your LIFE! Where do 
you think Paul got that? Do you think he just woke up one morning and said, 
‘Twiddly – do, I’m dead!’ How could he possibly have understood the 
mystery of God involved in the death of the Cross except the Spirit of God 
worked that in him? The Spirit of God revealed that very CRUCIFIED ONE 
in him as being not only his life, but his death: his death to all, and his life in 
all things! 
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References: 
Hebrews 3:8 
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in 
the wilderness. 
 
Galatians 2:20 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:7 
(For we walk by faith, not by sight;) 
 
Colossians 3:3,4 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
 
 

The Very Body of Jesus Christ 
 
That is spiritual understanding. Paul had the understanding of the Spirit with 
regard to the Body of Christ. He saw in the first place that it was the very 
Body of Jesus Christ and not just the body of a bunch of believers. It was the 
ONE BODY of Jesus Christ – having many members, but it didn’t belong to 
any one of them. It wasn’t their body; it wasn’t his body. Paul saw that. 
That’s the understanding of the Spirit concerning that great transforming 
Work of God. It is the understanding of the Spirit that we are translated into 
His Kingdom. Oh, that that understanding would be working in us! But that 
understanding is only revealed in the face of The Person. Why? Because it is 
The Person whose Body we are: it is The Person who lives in us. And there 
is no understanding for you and I outside of that Person. How could that be? 
We’re HIS Body: He’s our Life; we are in Him, He’s in us; in Him dwelleth 
all fulness. How could there possibly be spiritual understanding except by 
that Person, in that Person being revealed in us?  He is the Living Word, the 
Only Word of the New Covenant and He is in you and me. 
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References: 
Ephesians 1:22,23 
And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 
things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in 
all. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12,20,27 
For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ…But now are they 
many members, yet but one body…Now ye are the body of Christ, and 
members in particular. 
 
Colossians 1:13 
Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us 
into the kingdom of his dear Son. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:6 
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
 our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
John 14:20 
At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 
 
Colossians 2:9 
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
 
 

Spirit Understands God’s Salvation 
 
The Spirit understands that God has gathered together all things of Salvation 
into Christ. The Spirit understands that, and He will never try to instruct us 
concerning Salvation except by revealing the fulness of that Son. That would 
be contrary to the understanding of the Spirit. And that’s simply what Paul 
says everywhere he goes. He says we were under that bondage. “Even so we, 
when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world.” 
(Galatians 4:3), “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent…” 
Did He send us a better Law? No! God gave us an instructional manual that 
was written by an angel? No! God gave us another prophet, and he sat down 
and wrote a book, or found one that an angel had written that was hidden 
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under a rock? No – absolutely not! Galatians 4:4, “…God sent forth HIS 
SON…”  God sent forth nothing less than His Son! So the Hebrews writer 
says in Hebrews 1:2, “ Hath in these last days (or at the end of those days) 
spoken unto us in HIS SON…” Yes sir, Paul understood that. He talks about 
the coming of spiritual understanding here with regard to redemption and 
adoption. Galatians 4:5,6, “To redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” That’s 
spiritual understanding coming in the very Person and Spirit of Jesus Christ 
crying out, ‘God, you are our Father!’ That’s an understanding that can only 
be given of God in the Person of His Son. You can say, ‘God, my Father’ all 
you want to; but most of us have a natural understanding of that very 
spiritual thing. 
 
Reference: 
Ephesians 1:10 
That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in 
 one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, 
even in him. 
 
 

Revealing His Relationship 
 

Only The Son can reveal that God is now our Father. After all, it is HIS 
relationship that He is revealing. It is HIS relationship, but you see, He does 
that IN US as the Life and Spirit of our soul; as the New Being of our soul. 
He does that in His Temple, in His Tabernacle, in His Body, which was 
given to Him of God for that very purpose. He fills that Body with His own 
knowledge, with His own understanding concerning that Body and its union 
with Himself and His relationship with His Father. He fully vocalizes His 
own relationship with The Father in that Body. It’s God revealing His Son, 
and the Son recognizing The Father. But that isn’t done in a tree: it’s done 
IN YOU; it’s done IN ME. It is the Temple of God being filled with the 
glory. It is the Temple of God being filled with spiritual understanding: not 
sermons, not teachings, not the mediocrity of religion, but SPIRITUAL 
UNDERSTANDING! The unveiling of the Son in you is the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. Now we can walk in the Light of the Life. 
 
 



 74

References: 
Matthew 11:27 
All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, 
but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 
 
John 17:21 
That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:9 
God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
Isaiah 6:1 
In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
 
John 14:20 
At that day ye shall know that I am in the Father, ye in me, and I in you. 
 
Exodus 40:34 
Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle. 
 
1 Kings 8:10 
And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that 
the cloud filled the house of the Lord. 
 
 

That Ye May Know 
 
We could read Ephesians and it will say all this. Paul said I heard about you 
and your love, and that you’ve come to be born again, and I’m rejoicing with 
you in Christ. And I’m making mention of you in my prayers that I am 
continually praying for you. Here’s what I’m praying: “Wherefore I also, 
after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 
Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; That 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the 
spirit of wisdom, and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your 
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understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.” 
(Ephesians 1:15-18) That’s what we read in Galatians: The Spirit of Christ 
crying aloud in our hearts… THAT YE MAY KNOW. In every one of 
Paul’s letters he gets into nothing until he has voiced his concern and desire 
for this. Why? Because why teach spiritual things to people who have no 
spiritual understanding? It is a waste of time! Look, you and I, in our natural 
intellect, would not take an important book into a room that was absolutely 
dark, that had no light in it or any hope of getting any light in it, and sit 
down and try to read that book; and wonder why we couldn’t do it! Probably 
even the most limited of us would say we need some light! Not that I need a 
better pair of glasses. First – I need some light. It doesn’t matter how good 
my glasses are: if there’s no light in this room, I can not see! 
 
 

We Need Light 
 

Isn’t it all in vain until LIGHT comes? We say – let’s pray. Okay, pray! But 
we need some light. Until spiritual understanding comes, (and it comes in 
the Person of Christ revealed) it is impossible to walk in the Spirit, to live in 
the Spirit. Without spiritual understanding, the believer is living in the flesh 
and having a natural understanding of the things of the Spirit, and that is 
how we are deceived. Doesn’t just the every day frustration and confusion 
tell us something? Doesn’t it say I need some light? FATHER, REVEAL 
YOUR SON! I can fix a car, I can fix a computer, I can build a house, I can 
trim a horse's foot, but I can’t handle this situation! There’s no “how-to” 
book on it, Father. This is Light – I need some light here, rather than just 
blindly going on in our natural understanding of spiritual things, quoting 
religion, trying to find a preacher that we can agree with. I hate to be so 
solemn about this, but the Lord has really burdened my heart about this. 
There is an absolute NECESSITY of spiritual understanding if we are going 
to live IN HIM. 
 
References: 
1 John 1:7 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his son cleanseth us from all sin. 
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Matthew 15:14 
Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the 
blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 
 
 

When … Then 
 
So let’s go to Colossians 3. There’s a “when” and a “then” here. And we 
have to understand that NONE of this is dispensational in its nature or in its 
character. This is not in “time zones”: not after the fulness HAS come. And 
we’re going to have to make up our mind about that sooner or later: either it 
has or it hasn’t. Either Salvation is full NOW in Christ, or it’s not. It 
shouldn’t be a doctrinal issue, but it should be a matter of our hearts. Is He 
your Life – or not? Are you His Body – or not? Don’t let dispensationalists 
come in and steal the REALITY of that and make theologies out of it. Those 
are people without spiritual understanding: those are people without the 
understanding of the Spirit working in them. God isn’t interested in all of 
“our doctrines of theology.” He has what He wants in His Son, and He has 
you and me where He wants us – IN HIS SON! 
 
References: 
Galatians 4:4 
But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his son, made of a 
woman, made under the law. 
 
Ephesians 1:3,4 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he 
hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in love. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:27 
Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 
 
Colossians 2:8 
Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 
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Living In The Reality 
 
And if we would just have spiritual understanding we would live there! And 
then express the reality of that to others. Wouldn’t that be wonderful? There 
can’t possibly be dispensational teaching here in Colossians 3. Paul is saying 
‘Since you then ARE risen with Christ…” I know the King James says, “ If 
ye then be…”, but he’s not asking a question here. He is basing a statement 
upon a FACT.  IF YE BE… Since then you ARE risen with Christ… 
There’s NO futurism to this. The Apostle has something to say to them. He 
said basically the same thing in Ephesians. ‘When I heard you were in the 
Lord… When I heard of your love… When I heard of your spirit…’ His 
understanding is given of God, his understanding comes in the face of Jesus 
Christ. He understands they are sitting in heavenly places! And so he 
addresses them out from THAT understanding. “Since then ye be risen with 
Christ, seek…” See? Spiritual understanding! “…seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” Why? Because YOU 
ARE THERE!  Since ye then be risen with Christ… In Ephesians 2:5,6 he 
says, “ Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” This is NOT a location: 
this is a spiritual relationship: a reality of Spirit! 
 
References: 
Ephesians 3:10 
To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God. 
 
Ephesians 1:15 
Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto 
all the saints, 
 
 

The Gaze of Your Soul 
 
We’re not talking about locations here. He has been assuring them that this 
is exactly where they are. Now, Colossians 3:2 … “Set your affection…” 
That is your heart: the very gaze of your soul. “… on things above, not on 
things on the earth.” And his reasoning for that is because, “For ye are 
DEAD…” Where is your life there? You have no life there (ie. In the things 
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on earth, your life is not in the things of the earth). “… and your life is hid 
with Christ in God.” When? Not some time in the distant future. And the 
actual translation there is “whenever”. Well, you are in Him, and that is in 
explanation: it gives it purpose. “When Christ, who is our life…” Christ is 
our life right NOW: He lives in you right NOW, and you live in Him right 
NOW, and you are seated with Him right NOW. “When Christ, who is our 
life shall appear…”And there’s nothing even connected with this word that 
would in any remote way suggest a physical appearing, or an appearing in 
flesh. 
 
 

Christ Appearing 
 
He’s already done that once. Hebrews 9:26, “ For then must he often have 
suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the 
world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”  He 
appeared at the end of the world to do away with sin. The word “appear” 
actually is the Greek word “phaneroo”. Men that wrote this used words to 
relate a spiritual understanding that they had, but we have to realize that 
spiritual understanding is not found in Greek definitions, though sometimes 
scriptural clarification is. So this word “appearing” is “phaneroo”, and it 
means ‘to render apparent, to be revealed in one’s true nature and character; 
not a counterfeit or a false guise.’ That is the significance of the word as it is 
used in this verse. To render apparent – when it becomes apparent. When 
CHRIST Himself makes it apparent that He is your Life. When He Who is 
your Life renders it apparent: When He Who in your Life shows Himself to 
be the true nature and character of your Life – not a falseness, not a false 
guise. But when He makes Himself known to be truly your Life – this is 
what it means, even just from the definition. The word “phaneroo” used 
here, according to Bible scholars is dependent upon the word “apokalupsis”. 
In other words, a thing can not be “phaneroo”: a thing can not be rendered 
apparent without an “apokalupsis’. The word “apokalupsis” is the word Paul 
uses in Galatians 1:16, “ God revealed his Son in me…” It means ‘to 
uncover, to take the lid off.’ 
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Apokalupsis – Phaneroo 
 
The ‘making apparent’ is dependent upon Christ being revealed in you. 
Christ being revealed in you is that act of God unveiling or revealing His 
Son: removing the veil from your heart, uncovering. And once the cover is 
taken off, Christ is revealed… then, it becomes apparent! Phaneroo! He 
appears in His true nature, and all Paul is saying is His true nature is your 
Life! My Lord God! Bible scholars say the one word suggests a disclosure, 
while the other is a demonstration of what has been disclosed. This is what 
the Greek words actually mean. To make manifest means to render apparent, 
as to show the true nature of the thing being exposed. It goes to its character, 
and that’s how it should be. 
 
References: 
2 Corinthians 3:14-18 
But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail 
untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in 
Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their 
heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken 
away. Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty. But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. 
 
NT:601 
NT:601 a)pokalu/ptw apokalupto (ap-ok-al-oop'-to); from NT:575 

and NT:2572; to take off the cover, i.e. disclose: 
KJV - reveal. 
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright 
© 1994, 2003, 2006 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.) 

     
NT:5319 
NT:5319 fanero/w phaneroo (fan-er-o'-o); from NT:5318; to 

render apparent (literally or figuratively): 

KJV - appear, manifestly declare, (make) manifest (forth), shew 
(self). 
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright 
© 1994, 2003, 2006 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.) 
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When 
 
But here’s my point: WHEN . When does spiritual understanding come? 
When CHRIST appears. Everything is based upon this – WHEN CHRIST.  
But not in a dispensational time. No, the “when” is connected with the 
“Person” of His appearing. WHENEVER Christ who is your life appears… 
WHEN … THEN. And NOT until then. And Paul has said that in every 
epistle. “When it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, 
and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach 
him…” When… then… It’s always that way. And what we’re really talking 
about here is the order of spiritual comprehension. We’re talking about the 
order of spiritual understanding. By that I mean – when does it start? 
Spiritual understanding doesn’t start when I figure out the things of The 
Spirit. Spiritual understanding starts when CHRIST is revealed in me. 
THEN… you shall also appear. THEN… it is apparent as to the nature and 
character of the issue that we are with Him where He is. The appearing of 
the one makes the other apparent. “ WHEN Christ, who is our life shall 
appear, THEN shall ye also appear with him in glory.” That isn’t some 
kind of an event that is scheduled in dispensational periods of time. It is a 
result of spiritual understanding. (Note: The Greek word for “also” is kai/ kai/ kai/ kai/ 
kai (Strongs #2532) and it has a strong copulative force to it. It means 
“joined as one with” as when a man “knows” his wife.  When Christ is 
revealed in us, our union with Him becomes appearant.) 
 
Reference: 
1 John 3:2 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is. 
 
 

Christ the Head of the Order 
 
When Christ is revealed in me, the result of that is me understanding 
CHRIST IS IN ME  and I AM IN HIM ! It’s a result: it’s something that 
remains. When… then… When He appears… then… It simply means NOT 
before there is an order to it, and CHRIST is always the Head of that order. 
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References: 
John 14:20 
At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 
 
Colossians 1:18 
And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead: that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
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PART 4 THE PERSON OF SPIRITUAL 
UNDERSTANDING  

 
The Light 

 
We’re continuing to look at the truth of the necessity for spiritual 
understanding. I pray we are beginning to see that spiritual understanding is 
established, is shed abroad, transforming our souls with the revelation of 
Jesus Christ; through the revealing of Christ. It is by the revealing of The 
Son that the understanding of the Spirit is both established and shed abroad 
in our hearts. Spiritual understanding can not be different than spiritual light. 
We are told in 1 John 1:7, “ But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.” If we walk in THAT light, basically our Salvation 
is made good. “If we walk in the light as He is in the light…” That takes us 
back to John 1:4, “ In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” Then 
we can go to 2 Corinthians 4:6, “ For God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” In the Old 
Covenant we read several statements concerning the earth and the land. One 
is in Habakkuk 2:14, “ For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” And the “earth” there is 
deceiving if you’re looking at that from our natural standpoint of all the 
earth being global. Even your most liberal Bible commentators will tell you 
that is NOT global, but spiritual in its interpretation. Also the word “land” is 
used. What “land” is it? It is that land into which we have come; it is that 
land that actually YOU ARE. It is God’s promise to Israel fulfilled in Christ 
and manifested in the Church. 
 
References: 
Romans 12:2 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. 
 
Ephesians 3:3,4 
How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote 
afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
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Romans 5:5 
And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 
 
Numbers 14:21 
But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord. 
 
 

The Land/Seed 
 
It is the Body that is promised to The Seed. We talk about “The Promised 
Land”. But to whom are the promises made? The promises are made to the 
Seed of Abraham: “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. 
He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which 
is Christ.” Now what does He want with a “land” according to most natural 
understandings of that term? The promise is unto Him: a land of HIS 
possession, a land where He finds HIS inheritance. It’s HIS Body. “…and to 
every seed his own body.” (1 Corinthians 15:38) It is there, it is that ground 
that He finds acceptable to His death. He falls into that, He works in that 
ground His death; and brings forth out from that His Life – a harvest. In 
there is found His inheritance, His promise. But the point is, the knowledge 
of the Lord shall FILL… Paul knows about these verses in the Old 
Covenant, so he talks about coming from the Old Covenant to the New 
Covenant, in the heart of the believer. So Paul says, “ For God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6) He just said in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “ But we all, 
with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
 
References: 
Genesis 12:7 
And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this 
land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him. 
 
Galatians 3:19 
Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till 
the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained 
by angels in the hand of a mediator. 
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Ephesians 1:18 
The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 
the saints. 
 
 

Light Out of Darkness 
 
And the change there is one of inward change in nature. We are coming 
from the nature of materialism, of natural; to the nature of Christ, that nature 
which is spiritual, eternal. And there is a transformation taking place in us. 
But my point here is that the LIGHT of our soul is the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God. And one more thing: to what was the 
Apostle referring when he said, “God, who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness…”Now initially our minds may go to the creation. And I’m not 
saying that is absolutely wrong, but I think that there is a better reference 
which is much truer to what the Apostle is saying here. And it isn’t the 
creation in Genesis 1, but rather it is another heaven that is being typed 
under the Old Covenant. It is the Holy of Holies, which is the type of the old 
heaven which comes to be a New Heaven in Christ. It is THERE that God 
commanded light to shine out of darkness. In the Holy of Holies there was 
no natural light admitted into that place. The coverings were over it. There 
was no natural light in that place, and it had no lampstand in there either. 
The light of that place was when God “descended” between the cherubim. It 
was the light of His glory that filled that place. 
 
References: 
Genesis 1:2-4 
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face 
of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And 
God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that 
it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 
 
Revelation 21:1 
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 
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Hebrews 9:23 
It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should 
be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
 
Exodus 26:7,14 
And thou shalt make curtains of goats’ hair to be a covering upon the 
tabernacle; eleven curtains shalt thou make…and thou shalt make a 
covering for the tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a covering above of 
badgers’ skins. 
 
Exodus 25:22 
And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the 
mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the 
testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the 
children of Israel. 
 
 

Light of His Glory 
 
It did not shine INTO that place either. It shined from WITHIN that place, 
and filled that place with the light of His glory. And the whole thing there 
was that there was a VEIL in place. And Paul’s teaching was that the veil 
was done away in Christ, and now it has to be taken away off of our hearts. 
So Paul is bringing that whole scenario right over into the believer and the 
heart of the believer. And with the disappearance of the veil, THEN God 
commands the light to shine in our hearts! “To give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” This is spiritual 
understanding! And it comes with the revealing of The Son. So I want to just 
emphasize a little bit now on the PERSON of this understanding. In our last 
lesson we looked at “when… then…” When Christ appears… then. So 
we’re going to look at the order of this. 
References: 
Exodus 40:34,35; 26:33 
Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the 
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congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:14-16 
But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail 
untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in 
Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their 
heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken 
away. 
 
 

The Order – Christ First 
 

And the order of it is CHRIST FIRST – Christ preeminent. CHRIST All and 
in all. But it is not a knowledge about Christ of which we are speaking. I’m 
afraid today that what we call “religion – Christian religion” has replaced 
The Person with a teaching about The Person. And you see, many of the 
teachings about The Person may be right, but it is still not The Person. So I 
want you to turn to Matthew 16:13. I want to reason with you. “When Jesus 
came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, 
Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that 
thou art John the Baptist…” This of course was after John the Baptist had 
his head cut off. So they were willing to believe this was John come back 
alive. “…some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” None 
of them said that He was the Messiah: none of them said He was the Christ 
of God. They were willing that He could be the prophet that was the 
forerunner of it, which in fact, John was. But here’s what I’m after: “He 
saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered 
and said, Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus 
answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona; for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” 
Jesus said seeing Me in the flesh, seeing the things I have done; sense 
knowledge is not the source of this understanding. MY FATHER has 
revealed this. And it is upon this same understanding that I will build My 
church. “ and I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
 
References: 
Colossians 1:18 
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And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
 firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
 
Matthew 14:3,10 
For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for 
Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife… And he sent, and beheaded John 
in prison. 
 
Luke 1:13,17 
But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard: 
and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 
John… And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
 
 

Who He Is 
 

See, spiritual understanding is not about “things.” It is having the 
understanding of the Spirit in all things, concerning all things. But the 
beginning of spiritual understanding is with the revealing of The Son. It’s 
seeing Who HE is; because our whole life only makes sense from the 
standpoint of WHO HE IS. And we need to think about that. Our whole life 
in Christ only makes sense from the standpoint of Who He is. And He is 
where He is because of Who He is. Because of WHO He is, heaven had to 
receive Him. And in you, He is WHO He is. And He is in you (where He is) 
because of WHO He is. Oh, it is The WHO that is the very center of spiritual 
understanding! ‘WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?’  This is the question, 
and everyone of us who has a desire to go on with Him will face that 
question. And you won’t face it in a theological way, or in a Bible debate 
somewhere. You will face it with The Lord! 
 
 
 
References: 
John 3:13 
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. 
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Colossians 1:27 
To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
 mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
 

Knowing Him 
 
Because except we come to know Him in that way, then we know 
NOTHING! How can we know? I said it before: everything concerning our 
life only makes sense by Who He is. There’s so much preaching on “The 
Body of Christ” and so little comprehending of CHRIST whose Body we 
are. How do you understand His Body if you don’t know Him? Many try to 
understand the Body by placing the emphasis on the Body itself, by placing 
the emphasis on “WE” are! “WE” are His Body… “WE” are His this… or 
that… But “WE” are NOTHING! We spoke about this with the good 
ground. It is what will facilitate His dying. “WE” are nothing! The reason all 
the ground in that parable could not bring forth fruit was it could not 
facilitate His dying. It was offended by His death. It’s His death, but that 
death has to work in the ground, because if it doesn’t: “Except a corn of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit.” (John 12:24) We dealt with that. 
 
References: 
Philippians 3:10 
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30 
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 
 
2 Peter 1:3 
According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto 
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory 
and virtue. 
Ephesians 1:23 
(the church) Which is his body, the fulness of him, that filleth all in all. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:27 
Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 
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Who Do You Say YOU Are? 
 
“Whom do you say that I am? Now this is the one question we all must face, 
and the question is NOT: ‘Whom do you say YOU are?’ Our whole concept 
of Christian religion today is built upon that basis of who do you say YOU 
are? Who are YOU? There are “Biblical” seminars given on “Who are 
YOU?” And I’m saying – who cares? Philippians 3 talks about “dung”. 
That’s what fertilizes the seed! Yes, when that husk starts breaking apart – 
all that I am, all that was gain to me. All of that through the bearing of His 
death: the ground bearing His death that His Life may come forth; His death 
working in us, His life to you. Part of that is that all of this gain is human 
dung. Yes, the question is not ‘Who is the Church?’ or ‘Who do you say The 
Body is?’ or your definition and idea of what is heaven. No, the question is, 
“Who do you say that I AM? ” Until that question is answered in our soul, 
we understand nothing of God! 
 
References: 
Philippians 3:7,8 
But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:10-12 
Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are 
alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might 
be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in 
you. 
 
 
 
 

Finality 
 
See, there’s something about all of us. We have a real problem with finality. 
Adam does that: but there’s nothing more FINAL than The Cross to which 
we have come in Christ. But we all have a problem with finality; and yet 
having come to The Cross, finality becomes the basis upon which God deals 
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with us in all things. He brings it right down to the finality. And my point 
here in saying that is – here it is: “Who do you say that I am.” I’m not 
interested in your thought on this or that. It comes simply to this question: 
here’s the finality of it. “Who do you say I am?” But we can’t take that! I 
can just hear us: ‘Lord, but explain to me about the afterlife, or other things.’ 
We’re just like a bunch of little kids. And so the Lord has to deal with us, 
and He’s always going to come back to the same thing. Now … “Who do 
you say I am?” because He knows that everything of Life, everything of 
Salvation, everything given of God, gets its definition in Who HE IS. 
 
 

Seeing “That” 
 
When we are able to answer that question by seeing Him: by looking into 
His face, then Life starts making sense. Order comes into the thing. I have 
thought about this for a long time. We’re talking about spiritual 
understanding. Many of us see “THAT” Christ is our Life. We see “THAT” 
Christ is in us. We see “THAT” we are in Him. We’ve seen “THAT”: we’ve 
heard it, we’ve been taught it, we’ve seen it in the scripture. Most all of us 
have come to accept “THAT”. We have come to agree with “THAT”. But 
that’s NOT spiritual understanding. No, we’ve come to see “THAT” Christ 
is our Life, and then from that standpoint immediately I’m faced with – how 
can I live it? What can I do to ‘be like Jesus’? People teach that once you 
come to know that Christ is in you, you must learn to develop different 
habits of living. You must develop habits now that complement Christ: Life 
being in you. But if Christ is my Life, then why should I HAVE to develop 
habits? We say, I used to do this, but now I have to develop another habit. Is 
that really the gospel? No it isn’t. That is a natural understanding of Christ 
being our Life – so now, “I must shape up!” This really frightens me, 
because I wonder how many of us there are that have seen “THAT” Christ is 
our Life, and we are convinced of it – theologically, and in every other way. 
We are convinced “THAT” we are in Him, “THAT” we are His Body. We 
have seen “THAT”, but have never seen HIM! Spiritual understanding is 
not “seeing” THAT Christ is our Life, rather it is “SEEING” HIM Who is 
our Life. “Seeing Him” 
 
References: 
Colossians 3:4 
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with 
him in glory. 
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John 14:20 
At that day ye shall know, that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 
 
Colossians 1:27 
To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
 

Looking In The Face Of Truth 
 
You ask – is that possible? Oh dear, it’s not just possible; it is probable. That 
is what most have done, and they have gotten something out of it – for 
themselves. They get a better theory, a better line of theology, and can 
preach and teach because they have seen that. They have seen “THAT” is 
true, but what I’m saying is it is NOT seeing what is TRUE; it is looking in 
the face of THE TRUTH – in the FACE OF JESUS CHRIST. “ God hath 
shined… in the face of Jesus Christ.” ( 2 Corinthians 4:6) It is seeing HIM – 
then spiritual understanding begins. From that point on He is The Light by 
which we comprehend all things. And we will truly confess I know nothing, 
but what I see to be HIM! 
 
References: 
2 Timothy 3:7 
Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 
Matthew 11:27 
All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, 
but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 
 
Ephesians 1:10 
That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 
even in him. 
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Comprehended By His Son 
 
And Paul’s heart was to apprehend. “Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12) The 
word “apprehend” is the same word which is translated “comprehend” in the 
Greek language. That is, to come to know as we are known. We are known 
of God by His Son: we are comprehended of God through His Son. And 
that’s what Ephesians 1:9-10 actually says. “ Having made known unto us 
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself.” What was ‘the mystery of his will’ that was from the 
beginning, from before the foundation of the world? It was “THAT in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times…” THAT when the fulness of time 
came. “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are 
in earth, even in him.” Bible scholars say the better choice of words for 
“gather together” is COMPREHEND. That is a summing up and 
comprehending of all things in His Son. His comprehension of all things is 
bound up with His Son. God knows – comprehends all things by His Son. 
Oh, if you and I would come to that comprehending! And that’s what Paul is 
after. Philippians 3:14, “ I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING. Having 
received so great Salvation, that we would have understanding to go with it. 
Listen to me, we do not walk in Life. We live by Life.  We walk (grow up) 
in Light.  We walk in the Light of Life. 
 
References: 
1 Corinthians 13:12 
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 
part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 
 
Hebrews 2:3 
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first 
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him. 
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The Enormity of Christ 
 
Can you imagine Paul – so knowing the Old Covenant, so knowing the 
scriptures: all of the types and shadows, all of a sudden now with the 
appearing of The One of whom each of these spoke, in whom each of these 
are fulfilled… This man is saying, ‘Oh God, the immensity of this, the 
enormity of this! All I want to do is forget that which is behind, and press 
on, to comprehend that for which I am comprehended of God.’ Oh my! And 
yet knowing the enormity of it, and almost the hopelessness in a lifetime of 
comprehending all of it; but knowing it’s not restricted to the lifetime of 
earthen vessels. Oh my, to see the greatness of the Salvation into which 
we’ve been brought! This man is saying, Oh, that I may know Him; to grow 
up, to come to understand! Why? That we not be an embarrassment. Not that 
we might be embarrassed, but that WE not be an embarrassment to God! But 
that we be to the glory of the Lord; that we be those having spiritual 
understanding. 
 
References: 
Philippians 3:4,7,10,12-14 
Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh 
that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more…But what things 
were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ…That I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death…Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not 
myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I 
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
Ephesians 3:8 
Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
 
Philippians 2:15,16 
That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights 
in the world: Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of 
Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 
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1 Peter 2:9 
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
 
Matthew 5:16 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 

 
Until He Appears 

 
The point is that all of this that we have been talking about can be just 
information by which we try to govern our lives; that is, form new habits. 
We TRY to be like Jesus: we TRY to live like His Body: we TRY to live 
like His Church: we TRY to do the very best we can according to this 
information that we know and believe. Well, that’s one side. It can be just 
information. Think about this: His Body, His Church, His ministers have NO 
functions until HE appears. Until Christ appears (and by that I mean He 
being revealed in you) it’s just ME doing things FOR Him. Is there anything 
wrong with that? Well, it becomes wrong when we substitute “doing” for 
“knowing”. We get caught up in “our doing”, rather than in the realization of 
“His being”: of Who He is. It goes back to the question, “Who do you say 
that I am?” (Matthew 16:15) Not “What do you say I can do?” Not “Hey did 
you see Me heal that leper yesterday? What do you think about that?” ‘WHO 
DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?  You’ve been with Me, you’ve walked with 
Me, you’ve eaten with Me. I’ve called you and you have come. You have 
followed. Now it’s time to ask you a question: WHO DO YOU SAY THAT 
I AM? This is the foundation upon which I will build My Church.’ 
 
References: 
Acts 26:16 
But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of those things which 
thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee. 
 
Colossians 3:17 
And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 
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Not Our Doing, But His Being 
 
My,my! Have we come to realize these things – Christ being our Life, being 
in Him, The Church – The Body –: have we come to the realization of these 
things as a result of seeing Him and Who He is in us? And I do not mean 
seeing who WE ARE in Him! That’s not the question: that’s not the 
foundation of Spiritual Life. The foundation of it is WHO HE IS : Seeing 
Him as He is, and realizing that it is never, ever OUR doing. It is always HIS 
BEING. To give expression to His Being is true ministry. 
 
References: 
1 Corinthians 3:11 
For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
 
1 John 3:2 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is. 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14 
Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 
 
 

Ministry 
 
Jimmy Ned Collins, one of the ministers in Covenant Ministries wrote: 
“Ministry is the measure of Christ released out from you wherever and 
whenever.” It is not how much I do or what I say, how long or how loud I 
preach or teach. It’s none of that. It’s not involved with what I do, or where I 
do it. Ministry is the measure of CHRIST  released no matter what you are 
doing or wherever you are doing it. It is not the activity: it is the measure of 
Christ that counts. And we thought it was the activity! That’s what I’m 
talking about here. Seeing Him as He is – WHO He is – that’s the 
foundation of The Church. That’s it. And He is ever revealing Himself, ever 
showing Himself to be Who He is. And to those who are standing in His 
presence, it is never, never, never our doing: it is always HIS BEING. It is 
not you and me involved in activities, but rather functioning as expressions 
of His Being. Now that puts ministry in a new dimension. That takes it out 
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from behind pulpits and microphones, and puts it in blue jeans and boots!  
And it is as effective while building a barn as it is while building a pulpit. 
MINISTRY. 

 
 

Personal Presentation By The Spirit 
 
Spiritual understanding comes with the personal presentation by The Spirit  
of The Person of Christ. That may not be such good grammar, but The Lord 
 just kept dealing with me: the PERSONAL presentation. In other words, it 
is CHRIST revealed in me. I’m not seeing Him along with a multitude afar 
off. No, it is a personal presentation by The Spirit of God. Can there be 
anything greater? Now Gospel quartet songs are written about this (with NO 
spiritual understanding) as being the greatest thing that is every going to 
happen to anybody. That’s true, but it’s not just “over there in glory land” 
because that concept of “glory land” is just a figment of your imagination. 
The glory is IN CHRIST, and CHRIST IS IN YOU. And that’s a scriptural 
fact, and it is a spiritual reality. I can’t help believers who want to maintain a 
natural understanding of spiritual truths. If it pleases you, then you just stay 
right there with it; but it doesn’t please me. It doesn’t work for me. 
 
References: 
Colossians 1:27 
To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
John 14:20 
At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 
 
 

Seeing Him In The Light 
 
It is just what I said: it is seeing HIM face to face, and in His face beholding 
the whole Eternal Plan of God. “… the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6) And we start on a walk, 
and it’s a walk in light. You don’t have your flashlights out trying to find the 
trail. No – throw your flashlights away! We are walking in the light as He is 
in the light. No flashlights are needed here! My precious wife Janie is 
always wanting to help me. And when I got home one night it was dark, and 
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here she comes with a light that will shine a mile. And here I come in the 
dark, and she shined that right in my face so she could see me. But I could 
see nothing! I said, ‘Darling, would you please put that on the ground; I’m 
trying to see!’ Well, our walk is not by flashlight in Christ. See, the whole 
concept is that our whole life is in the Holy of Holies. Our whole life is 
heaven manifested in earth. “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, as in 
heaven, so in earth.” (Luke 11:2) That is seeing things as it is in heaven, and 
manifesting that reality on earth. There’s the power of it. 
 
References: 
Ephesians 3:10,11 
To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the 
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
1 John 1:7 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
 
Ephesians 5:8 
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as 
children of light. 
 
Hebrews 9:3-5 
And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; 
Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round 
about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s 
rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; And over it the cherubims of 
glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. 
 
Colossians 3:1 
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
 
 

No Shadows In Him 
 
This is the reality of it. Our whole life is IN HIM: it’s in the Holy of Holies. 
And light there doesn’t cast shadows because it’s not by things, but 
proceeding out from Him. And it fills the thing up, and there are no 
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shadows. And we walk in Him, we live in Him. So it begins with this 
personal presentation. This takes us back into the pattern: back to Abraham. 
Was the promise good enough for Abraham? No it wasn’t. What did it 
finally have to come down to with Abraham? Remember Abraham’s 
conversation with the Lord after the presentation of the land? He asked, 
Lord, what have you given me seeing I have no heir? And he wasn’t being 
sarcastic there. In other words, he had no son, no seed. And it hit me: most 
don’t see that. Abraham took it all by promise, but the promise for Abraham 
had to be summed up in a son: there had to be Isaac. There couldn’t be just a 
promise of Isaac: there had to be Isaac. 
 
References: 
Colossians 3:3 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
 
Acts 17:28 
For in him we live, and move, and have our being… 
 
John 1:4,5 
In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 
 
Genesis 12:2,3 
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy 
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed. 
 
Galatians 3:16 
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 
 
Genesis 15:2,3 
And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, 
and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said, 
Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine 
heir. 
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Genesis 17:19 
And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt 
call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an 
everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 
 
 

Seeing Him 
 
All religion today is offering is a promise of the Lord doing this or doing 
that. No, no, it’s got to be THE LORD Himself. The Covenant is not IN the 
promise. The Covenant is bound up with the Person and that Person has got 
to be in me. That’s spiritual understanding; that’s where it starts. You can 
look at this pattern in Israel also with the types and shadows. It’s got to be 
the personal presentation of the Son with you and me. I want to show you 
something now I’d like you to consider. We have our New Testament, and I 
just want you to consider the arrangement of the Books. I don’t know how 
these books came to be placed in this arrangement. Certainly it’s not 
chronologically because most of the gospels were written well after many of 
the epistles. The gospels are NOT a daily diary, or a daily log of the life of 
Jesus. No, John, in writing his “gospel”, is looking back years AFTER the 
Lord’s death, burial and resurrection, and the indwelling and revealing of 
Christ in him and writing his gospel; and so are the others. But yet, they are 
placed in this order. And I look at that and have to say this has to be the hand 
of God: the Lord directing in this! 
 
References: 
Luke 1:1-4 
Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of 
those things which are most surely believed among us, Even as they 
delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and 
ministers of the word; It seemed good to me also, having had perfect 
understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, 
most excellent Theolophilus, That thou mightest know the certainty of those 
things, wherein thou hast been instructed. 
 
2 Peter 1:20,21 
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
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The Order of Spiritual Understanding 
 
Because as I looked at the arrangement of the New Testament, I see the 
exact order of spiritual understanding. It is the exact order of the New 
Covenant. And we know that the New Testament that is in your Bible: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John is NOT the New Covenant. The New 
Covenant is The Word revealed in you of which all of these books and 
epistles testify. But the order is the same. The four gospels is God’s 
presentation of The Person. Where do you find the “I AM”s? The gospels! 
Did Christ ever present anything other than Himself? No. There you have it. 
Nothing works: there is never going to be anything until The Son, The 
Person comes. It’s all about a Person. Those four gospels are about The 
Person. It’s not the teachings of The Person: it’s The Person. He did NOT 
present His teachings: He presented HIMSLF. He did not present His 
teachings concerning Life: He said. “I am the life. I am the resurrection.” 
(John 12:25; 14:6) THE PERSON – they were confronted with The Person! 
 
References: 
Hebrews 8:8-10 
For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house 
of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the 
day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 
because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith 
the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write 
them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a 
people. 
 
John 14:6; 6:35,48; 8:12; 11:25; 15:1 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me…And Jesus saith unto them, I am the bread of 
life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst…I am the bread of life…Then spake Jesus again unto 
them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life…Jesus saith unto her, I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live…I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
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Matthew 16:15 
He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
 
 

The Person Revealed 
 
And those who rejected, rejected The Person. Those who accepted, accepted 
The Person. Out from that came the epistles. What is the theme of the 
epistles? “The Person in His Body the Church”. The epistles are written in 
that realization. Yes, this same Jesus – now in you. It is The Person in His 
Body. Then the book of Revelation. And the book of Revelation literally is a 
picture of that: John’s glorious presentation of The Person in His Church and 
in the heavenlies. It is the revealing of Him, and then the activities of the 
first literally being taken away – done away; and the second coming forth in 
the place of the first. That’s the whole book. He Who is, and was, and shall 
ever be.  This same Jesus, Who was made flesh, Who died, Who was raised, 
Who now lives in His Body the Church, is the victorious King of Kings. He 
has destroyed His enemies and established His Church forever more. The 
Lamb of God upon His Throne.  Dear friends, this same Jesus is in you. 
 
References: 
John 1:11 
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
 
Colossians 1:27 
To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
Ephesians 1:10 
That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 
even in him. 
 
Revelation 1:1,13 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his 
servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it 
by his angel unto his servant John…And in the midst of the seven 
candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to 
the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 
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Hebrews 10:9 
Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that 
he may establish the second. 
 
 

A Work In Our Hearts 
 
So the testimony of the New Testament is first, The Person, then The Person 
in His Body the Church, then The Person on His Throne, and that’s what 
happens in your heart; that’s what happened in your mind. That is the order 
of spiritual understanding. But I just want us to see that it begins with a 
Person – not with a teaching ABOUT Him. HE must be revealed in you and 
in me, It must begin with me seeing Jesus. Then the walk begins – spiritual 
understanding, because in the light of that we begin to understand all things. 
That is, we understand what we understand in the light of Him, and we are 
ever understanding. It begins with a Person. So let’s set our hearts upon 
seeing The Person. And on being able to answer in our souls: “Who do you 
say that I am? Thou art THE CHRIST, the Son of the Living God” 
(Matthew 16:15,16), and all that that implies. 
 
Reference: 
Galatians 1:15,16 
But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and 
called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 
among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. 
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PART 5 UNION CENTERED IN CHRIST  
 

Mystery of The Church 
 
We have been dealing with the necessity of spiritual understanding. We’ve 
found that spiritual understanding comes to be centered in the Person of The 
Lord Jesus Himself. We must have spiritual understanding because our 
union with Him is SPIRIT. We sing a song that comes out from Ephesians 5: 
“We are bone of His bone, we are flesh of His flesh, His very own Body are 
we.” But that’s not really correct! You are NOT bone of His bone; you are 
NOT flesh of His flesh. You ARE His Body, but not the dirt vessel you can 
see. Ephesians 5:30 says, “ For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and 
of his bones.” This comes right out of Genesis. It was so with Adam and 
Eve, but that marriage died at the Cross. That marriage died at the Cross and 
the mystery of The Church came forth! That marriage produces humanity – 
not spiritual beings. It should be noted that the words (of His flesh and of 
His blood ) do not appear in the best manuscripts and in most revisions: 
NAS, NAU, NIV, RSV, ASV, to list but a few. 
 
Reference: 
Ephesians 1:23 
(the church) which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
 
Genesis 2:21-23 
And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept; and 
he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, 
which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought 
her unto the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh 
of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 
 
 

Marriage With Christ 
 
Now that is a whole concept of marriage – bone of bone, flesh of flesh. 
That’s the Adamic creation and that ended at the Cross. That was brought to 
the Cross that we might be freely married to another without being labeled 
as adulterers. In this marriage we have with Christ there is no male, there is 
no female, no bond nor free, no Jew nor Greek. So you see with Christ we 
are not bone of bone, and flesh of flesh. There’s nothing about bone and 
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flesh to this marriage! Many have this concept and they try to bring that into 
the Resurrection, but that’s a whole other story. Look at 1 Corinthians 
6:16,17. Paul is talking about the illegal use of your body. “ What? Know ye 
not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? For two, saith he, shall 
be one flesh. But he that is joined to the Lord is one spirit.” It doesn’t have 
anything to do with flesh. ONE SPIRIT. Now the only reason I say that is 
that we are talking about spiritual understanding. Why must we have 
spiritual understanding? Because we are spiritual beings; because our union 
with Christ is Spirit. And you can’t figure that out from a natural concept. 
You can’t figure out the marriage we have with Christ from a natural 
concept – it won’t fit.  
 
References: 
Romans 7:4 
Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of 
Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from 
the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. 
 
Galatians 3:28 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 
Colossians 3:11 
Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 
 
Matthew 22:28-30 
Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven? For they 
all had her. Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the 
scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. 
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In The Reality of Christ 
 
And even when you have a husband and a wife. In reality, in the flesh, there 
you are: husband AND wife. But in the reality of Christ – my wife is a son 
of God and I’m a son of God! And our marriage is unto Him – by Spirit. It is 
a spiritual union and there is no male or female involved. Does that make it 
any less true? No, it’s much more true! It’s the other that passes away. It’s 
the other that disintegrates; that grows old. But that union that we have with 
Christ does NOT grow old: it never passes away, nor shall it ever pass away, 
because that union is with that Eternal One Himself! We are HIS Body. And 
the little confusing factor in that is that “we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels…” (2 Corinthians 4:6) But Paul hastens to say that it is so “ that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” Yes, we have this in 
earthen vessels. I used to say that simply means that the bodies we have 
should serve The Body we are. 
 
References: 
1 Corinthians 15:49 
And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:18 
While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal. 
 
Hebrews 1:10-12 
And Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and 
the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou 
remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture 
shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, 
and thy years shall not fail. 
 
 

Our Spiritual Union 
 
“ I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.” (Romans 12:1) Why? Because you are One Body. The 
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point is that our union is spiritual, and therefore it is incumbent upon us to 
have the understanding of the Spirit. We are born of the Spirit; we must have 
the understanding of the Spirit. Paul says in Galatians 5:25, “ If we live in the 
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” So we’ve been looking at what it 
means to walk in the Spirit, and what is spiritual understanding. And we’ve 
eliminated most everything we thought it was. And we are finding that 
spiritual understanding is just emphatically this: it is the understanding of the 
Spirit Himself working in us. And that understanding only works in the 
revealing of a Person, because ALL of the wisdom, ALL of the knowledge, 
ALL of the fulness of God is IN Christ. He is that Living Word; therefore 
for the Spirit to impart into us His understanding, exercise in us His 
understanding, He must do so in the revealing of The Son. This is because 
you can not separate the one from the other. It is not understanding ABOUT 
The Son; but the understanding OF The Son working in our souls. The one 
is natural understanding; understanding about The Son. The other is the 
understanding OF The Son, of the Spirit of The Son, of Christ working in 
our souls. 
 
References: 
John 3:5,6 
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
 
Colossians 2:2,3,9 
That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto 
all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of 
the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge…For in him dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily. 
 
1 John 5:20 
And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is 
true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 
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Our Biases and Prejudices 
 
It transforms the soul because that understanding, that wisdom, that 
knowledge has with it a nature, a character. This understanding has Christ as 
substance. And it is the nature that is worked in us; the character that is 
worked in us; the substance that He is that is worked in us. 2 Corinthians 
3:18 says, “ But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.” It is the very substance of CHRIST working in our 
soul. That’s the true marriage; that’s the true union of which Paul speaks. 
And that is spiritual understanding. Most of us try to understand the things 
of the Spirit and we call that spiritual understanding. But as I’ve said, 
anything we understand that way is understood from the standpoint of our 
own biases and our own prejudices that are deeply built into our soul. Those 
biases and prejudices that spiritual understanding attacks and eliminates, 
transforming the soul. But natural understanding simply fortifies them 
because it is based upon them. What is it, be it spiritual or anything else that 
we approach to understand, that we do not approach from already implanted 
biases and prejudices? We bring those things upon our own ground, and 
we're going to figure it out according to the bias of my heart, according to 
the prejudice of my heart. And then we’re going to argue with everybody 
that THIS is what the Bible says! 
 
References: 
Romans 8:29 
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 
Ephesians 5:31,32 
For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined 
unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I 
speak concerning Christ and the church. 
 
 

Fellowship 
 
Natural understanding in my opinion is the most dogmatic of 
understandings. How disappointing it is when some of us who assume we 
know so much come to find out that we know so little. And it isn’t that the 
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Lord is simply trying to humiliate anybody. No, He’s trying to renew the 
very spirit of our mind – our very soul, that we might have fellowship with 
Him. YOUR comprehension of spiritual things has NO fellowship connected 
with it. It does NOT bring you into fellowship with the Spirit. It is only 
when He is working in you HIS understanding that we have fellowship. “But 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship…”(1 John 
1:7) And that’s the only place that we do. 
 
References: 
John 9:39-41 
And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see 
not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. And some of the 
Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are 
we blind also? Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: 
but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 
 
Ephesians 4:23 
And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness. 
 
1 John 1:3,4 
That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may 
have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy 
may be full. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:9 
God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
 

The Person of Christ 
 
So in our searching on spiritual understanding, it all comes to The Person of 
Christ. Until we see HIM, we know nothing as we should know. Until we 
see HIM: but not Him as a figure in flesh and blood. He told Peter, “…flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee…” (Matthew 16:17) Not Him as a 
figure of religious imagination – afar off from us. No, but see Him as He is – 
IN YOU, because that’s where He’s revealed of the Spirit – in you. He is 
revealed IN YOU because if you are born from above that’s where He is – 
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IN YOU. And that’s when spiritual understanding begins. And I want to 
emphasize the personal aspect of this: it is a very PERSONAL Salvation, a 
personal encounter. It’s you having a personal encounter, and me having a 
personal encounter with the Lord. There’s where spiritual understanding 
begins, and then we share with one another out from those encounters; out 
from that reality; out from that relationship.  
 
References: 
1 John 3:2 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:12 
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 
part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 
 
Colossians 1:27 
To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
John 14:20 
At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 
 
John 3:3,13 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God…And no man hath 
ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of 
man which is in heaven. 
 
1 Peter 1:23 
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
 
 

Believers 
 
So that’s where we have come to be. With regard to spiritual understanding, 
the Spirit brought me to a real awakening regarding most believers, and 
believers who have a desire to know Christ. The dealings of the Lord with 
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me, though they relate to the Lord’s Body in general, they relate most 
specifically with those with whom I have the closest relationship. So when I 
say “most of us” I’m not talking about believers in China that I have no 
concept of, but rather those with whom I do have dealings (as well as to 
believers everywhere). Look at Paul: he wrote letters to a church. Did he not 
speak to THE whole Church in that? Yes he did, but his heart was 
specifically towards these people at Philippi, in Ephesus, towards these 
people at Colosse, towards these people at Corinth. I mean he was thinking 
of them; he saw them in his mind and heart. When he wrote the letter to the 
Corinthians, he wrote concerning things he knew were in the Corinthian 
Church – situations, conditions, questions. And yet, is that not found in all 
the Church? It is, so when I make statements, I see US. And that’s what 
frightened me so much: because I know it about the Church, but the Lord 
really awakened me. And there was a real emotional impact to this. And I 
thought, Oh God, is this really so? Could this be happening? Even among 
us? Well, the Lord always deals with us in purpose.  
 
References: 
2 Peter 1:1 
Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have 
obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
1 and 2 Thessalonians 1:1 
Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Ephesians 1:1 
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at 
Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:1,2,11;5:1;7:1 
Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and 
Sosthenes our brother, Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them 
that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every 
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both their’s and 
our’s…For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them 
which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you…It is 
reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such 
fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should 
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have his father’s wife…Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto 
me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman. 

 
 

Believing THAT 
 
So lets just review what we have said concerning SPIRITUAL 
UNDERSTANDING. Most of us see THAT Christ is our Life. We see that 
as a FACT. I’m emphasizing the word “THAT”. We’ve been persuaded by a 
preponderance of scripture, and even by the moving of the Spirit, because it 
is TRUE. Most of us see THAT Christ is in us. We believe that; we preach 
that. It’s possible to believe it, to preach it, to teach it, to sing it. We believe 
THAT Christ is in us. We believe THAT we are in Him. We believe that like 
other people believe other things. And we believe it to the point that there is 
no doubt in our mind of that. And it’s possible that that kind of a belief can 
even bring with it certain commitment. But I personally believe that most of 
those commitments will be commitments of convenience; but commitments 
nonetheless. We believe THAT we are His Body. We believe that, and 
because of that we try to find ways to live like that. We believe THAT the 
Church is His Body. 
 
References: 
Colossians 3:4 
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
him in glory.  
 
1 John 5:20 
And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is 
true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:20,27 
But now are they many members, yet but one body… Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular. 
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Have We Seen HIM? 
 
The question however is, in any of that – have we seen HIM? For you see, 
you can not do that except The Spirit reveal Him in you. And I’m telling you 
it was frightening to me: it stunned me! It hadn’t even dawned on me that it 
could happen. Now it is true that there is only one Gospel. If you just read 
what the scriptures say you can read that much. There is no other gospel but 
CHRIST. There is no other gospel except that which God reveals in the very 
face of His Son, showing Him to be all. There is no other gospel, BUT you 
see, we declare that and come at that from every way it can be approached. 
And I’m realizing we’ve convinced a lot of people of that. We’ve convinced 
them of a true thing, of something that is true. But being convinced of a 
thing that is true, and believing a thing that is true does NOT transform your 
soul into the reality of that thing. It leaves YOU to try to make it work; it 
leaves YOU to try to figure it out. Yes it does. It’s much easier to be left 
with ‘if I go TO Church and pay my tithes and do my thing, then when I die 
I’m going to heaven.’ That’s a much easier thing to be left with than to 
actually be convinced that Christ is in me, and now trying to figure out how 
to make that work. We believe THAT I’m in Him: then we’re trying to fit 
husband, wife, kids, grandchildren, job into that; because you’re going to try 
to do it. 
 
References: 
Galatians 1:15,16 
But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and 
called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 
among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. 
 
Galatians 1:6,7 
I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace 
of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that 
trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:6 
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
 



 113

Until He Appears 
 
From that standpoint WE are going to try to do it: because we believe this to 
be true. And it is true! But WE set out to make it work, and it won’t work 
that way, because I can’t make it work! Until He appears, I have no spiritual 
comprehension of the things that I believe. Until He appears, my soul is not 
transformed by what I believe. Until He appears, I am in control of what I 
believe. UNTIL HE APPEARS … and there are many things that happen 
when He appears. But I am just emphasizing: Until HE appears none of the 
spiritual things that we believe have substance to them; until He Who is the 
substance appears. Then I have understanding of those things, because I see 
those things as they are IN HIM. HE AS the understanding of those things 
comes. Then those are no longer seen as things: but they are seen in a 
realization of HIM. Until then they are factual: and the point is, we have to 
embrace them as facts first. You’re never going to see Christ while you’re 
fighting the very reality of Him in our own heart and mind! 
 
References: 
Philippians 2:13 
For it is God which worketh in us both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure. 
 
Acts 26:16 
But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which 
thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee. 
 
Colossians 3:10 
And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him. 
 
Colossians 2:16,17 
Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of 
things to come; but the body is of Christ. 
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True Things vs. The Truth 
 
But have we allowed many to stop short? Have we emphasized the THINGS 
that are true, over and above THE TRUTH HIMSELF? He and He alone is 
THE TRUTH of all that is true: the substance of all that is spiritual. Or do 
we just take one or two of those things and then in our own mind debate it 
until we feel comfortable in our understanding of it? And that works, until 
WE try to make it work in every situation, and then it doesn’t. And then we 
feel badly about it because we can’t make it work. And we just go round and 
round in that kind of a circle. That’s the reason the Lord said, “ Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.”(Matthew 11:28) What a joy that is! Put it in Paul’s words, “ … not I, 
but Christ who liveth in me…”(Galatians 2:20) Thank God! But you see that 
realization only comes in His face, and He’s just able to say I AM! 
 
References: 
John 14:6 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me. 
 
2 Timothy 3:7 
Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 
 

He Declares Himself 
 
So we’re looking at the question: “Whom do you say that I am?”(Matthew 
16:15) And with that He turns our hearts to see Him so that He can begin to 
declare Himself as all that we’ve been trying to do, and all that we’ve been 
trying to believe. He declares HIMSELF as being that. He declares Himself 
as being that in nature, in character, in substance, and our very soul is 
transformed by that understanding. And it doesn’t leave ME trying to do: but 
it leaves me in the rest of WHO HE Himself IS. And I don’t have to try to fit 
my wife and my family into it. All I have to do is share with them out of my 
heart the Truth as it is in Christ; The TRUTH as it is in Jesus. And live in 
front of them THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN HIM. 
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References: 
John 10:9,11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1 
I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture…I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep…Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection and 
the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live…I am 
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me…I 
am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
 
Ephesians 4:21 
If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is 
in Jesus. 

 
 

Knowing Him 
 
It’s not a matter of fitting anything in. It’s a matter of just knowing HIM, 
and allowing Him to be in me Who He is: to the point that we begin in our 
living, to be expressions of Who He is. It isn’t incumbent upon me to make 
anybody believe anything; but simply to know The Truth, and to express 
The Truth in all things. What is that? That is spiritual understanding: having 
the understanding of The Spirit in all things. And you can deal with other 
people, and with any situation, any circumstance. We deal with it from a 
totally different viewpoint: a viewpoint of which I am no longer the center. 
He is the center! And we are able to rest and be at rest IN HIS BEING! 
 
References: 
Philippians 3:10 
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 
 
John 8:32 
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
 
Galatians 2:20 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
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Functioning As Expressions 
 
So this is what we’ve been looking at: not you, not me involved so much in 
activities. Rather, you and me functioning as expressions of His Being. 
Where? Everywhere! When? At all times! Doing what? Whatever it is you 
are doing! You’d be surprised how many hungry hearts the Lord would draw 
to you. We used to at Berean talk about “The Law of a Vacuum”, and that’s 
what I’m talking about. A vacuum. A vacuum is the removal: creating a 
vacuum is creating a void, a removal of air or substance. And what does that 
create? Well, when there is a vacuum created, that which is around it is 
sucked into it. The stronger the vacuum, the stronger the pull into it. We 
applied that to the believer; and that the vacuum that was created in my 
heart, my soul was created by the absence of ME. So that where there was an 
absence of me, there was a vacuum created that drew people to HIM. And 
how different that was from the teaching of how to do it: ‘here’s how to 
witness, here’s how to go from door to door; nine steps to being a good 
witness’. We found that the only way that would work was in the absence of 
ME! 
 
References: 
2 Corinthians 2:14 
Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:10,11 
Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. For we which live 
are alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our body. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to 
know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was 
with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech 
and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power; That your faith should not stand in 
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 
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He Must Increase 
 
And we also found that the absence of me was what was created by the 
presence of Christ. John says this in John 3:30, “ He must increase, but I 
must decrease.” And that’s the thing with the increase of Christ: there is the 
absence of me. What do I mean – “absence of me”? The soul is transformed: 
I am removed from the center, and Christ is brought into the center; it is the 
renewing of the mind. Finally there is no place for the old, for the Adamic. 
Seeing that Christ is my life, I have no life but HIM! And in that realization 
spiritual understanding sets in and creates a vacuum. We tried that at the 
Bible School at Berean with the Bible students. We laid out the whole city of 
Dallas – streets and blocks, and we put in teams. All we wanted them to do 
was go from door to door, and just be there. We had a greeting, but no big 
presentation: we just wanted to be there. We wanted those students to see 
that if you are standing there in nothing but the knowledge of Christ “need” 
will be drawn to you. And when “need” is drawn, you minister to them. 
 
References: 
Romans 12:2 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. 
 
Colossians 3:3,4 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 
our life shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
 
 

Experiencing Not I, But Christ 
 
I’d go out with them and just say, ‘I’m J W Luman and we’re out in your 
neighborhood tonight just sharing the Lord Jesus Christ.’ And that was about 
it, and I remember at one door a lady came and we greeted her, and she said, 
‘I don’t have time for this now. My baby is sick and we may have to take her 
to the hospital.’ I said, ‘I understand, but just before you leave, let us pray 
for your baby. We’ll just stand right here and just believe the Lord tonight.’ 
And her whole countenance just changed, and pretty soon the door was 
opened and we were in the bedroom with the baby. We were there for about 
an hour. We weren’t trying to convert anybody, but we were just meeting 
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needs. As a result of exercising that “Not I, but Christ…” (Galatians 2:20), 
we had teams going back on weekends cleaning bathrooms for people who 
couldn’t do it themselves, and taking people to buy groceries. We found 
needs – needs just came out. You can not go into a grocery store with that 
mindset and not see need. They will be drawn to you – just an opportunity. 
People will be drawn to you. A brother and I were sitting in a restaurant 
recently just talking, and our waitress said another waitress will have to 
finish serving you. I just got a call from my husband and our daughter is in 
the hospital. So I said, ‘Don’t run out yet. Let us have a word of prayer with 
you.’ 
 
 

Ministry 
 
You’re not trying to solicit anybody. All you’re doing is in the absence of 
you, releasing HIM. We need to understand that ministry is NOT measured 
by how much we do, or even by what we do. It is the measure of CHRIST  
that is released in whatever you do, and wherever you are, at whatever time. 
It’s not I, but Christ. See, we’re all looking for ministry. Well, it will come 
and find you. That vacuum – just draw it into Him. All you’ve got to do is 
just share the Truth: share that Spirit, share that reality. Well, “Whom do you 
say that I am?”(Matthew 16:15) We’re talking about spiritual knowledge, 
coming to then realize that spiritual knowledge is bound up with a Person. 
And it is in the revealing of HIM that the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God fills our hearts. And you begin to move in an understanding that is 
not our own: but an understanding that is being worked in us in the revealing 
of The Son. 
 
Reference: 
2 Corinthians 4:6 
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Looking at the Pattern 
 
Now I want to look back in the Old Testament and see that all spiritual 
understanding BEGINS with the appearing of Christ. Spiritual understanding 



 119

begins with the appearing of Christ. I don’t think that we have completely 
heard that yet, but I think that the Lord is dealing with our hearts to hear it; 
so that we will call nothing the understanding of the Spirit except it be in the 
revealing of Him, the revealing of The Son. And we want to look at 
Abraham, and this is going to be a real quick look. Look at what Christ said 
in John 8: 56, “ Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it 
and was glad.” And here comes natural understanding: here comes factual 
understanding. “ Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years 
old, and hath thou seen Abraham?” There He stands in flesh and blood, and 
they are looking at flesh and blood. They are looking at what most of us look 
at. “Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham 
was, I am.” Before Abraham was, I AM! What was their reaction to that? 
“Then they took up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself and went out 
of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.” They 
threw rocks at Him and said we’re going to kill Him right now! They did the 
same thing to Him as they did to all the other prophets! 
 
Reference: 
Matthew 23:37 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not! 
 
 

The Last Day 
 
“Abraham saw my day, and rejoiced.” My question to you is WHEN was it 
that Abraham saw “the day of The Lord”? And when is it that YOU are 
going to see “the day of The Lord”? I get so disheartened at all of the 
preachers and books that speak of “The Day of The Lord” and that we are 
living in “the Last Day” and in “The Last Time”. And I want to say you 
wouldn’t know a “Last Time” if it walked up and hit you in the face! We 
have “Last Day” preachers! Can you tell me why there is such a fetish about 
“living in the last day”? I mean, why do they want it to be that way? And if 
it were really true, why would you want to say that? And if it were really 
true, you WOULDN’T want to say it, because “the last days” came right up 
to The Cross and met DEATH! If you really knew the Truth you wouldn’t 
want to say that because nobody who truly represented “the last day” wanted 
to be “the last day”. Old Covenant Israel represented the last days. “The last 
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days” were the last days of Old Covenant Israel, and John was the only “last 
day” prophet that there has ever been, or ever will be, and Jesus said that out 
of His own mouth! So you go argue with the Lord about that! 
 
References: 
Hebrews 1:2 
Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 
heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds. 
 
John 6:39,40; 12:48 
And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath 
given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 
And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, 
and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at 
the last day…He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one 
that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in 
the last day. 
 
Matthew 11:11,14 
Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not 
risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he…And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, 
which was for to come. 
 
Matthew 17:11-13 
And Jesus answered and said unto them Elias truly shall first come, and 
restore all things. But I say unto you, that Elias is come already, and they 
knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall 
also the Son of man suffer of them. Then the disciples understood that the 
spake unto them of John the Baptist. 
 
 

We Need To Search The Scriptures 
 
With John the last days CAME… and the last days DIED with Christ on the 
Cross. And that’s just the truth of the scripture. But it seems like this “last 
days” business just periodically comes like waves. ‘The last days are upon 
us’ – and people begin to panic! No, that’s what WAS DONE AWAY at The 
Cross: the last times, the last days. There’s no doubt about this, and this is 
one of those things that just the searching of the scriptures should convince 
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you of, and it shows me how many folks just will not search the scriptures. 
We read a newspaper headline and then say, ‘the last days are upon us!’ And 
I’m thinking: try reading the scripture! See what ‘the last days’ were all 
about. See what happened in ‘the last days’; see what was brought to 
nothingness and brought to an end, a fulfillment; and see what came out 
from that. There’s a Day to which there is NO end; a world to which there is 
no end, an age to which there is no end, because it’s measured by the 
generation of Jesus Christ which is defined by The Seed Himself! We are a 
New Creation in Christ which has no last day! 
 
References: 
Hebrews 10:9 
Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that 
he may establish the second. 
 
Galatians 4:4 
But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law. 
 
Matthew 24:2,3 
And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, 
There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown 
down. And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him 
privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? And what shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 
 
Ephesians 3:21 
Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
 

No Last Days For The Church 
 
Psalm 22:30, “ A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for 
a generation.” That’s Christ Himself! There is NO end to that! There is NO 
last days for The Church of The Lord Jesus Christ! We are IN The Eternal 
One! Please write that down somewhere and read it! Bless our hearts! He 
has gathered into Himself a whole economy, a whole administration, a 
whole time period – and brought it to its fulness, to its completeness. 
Hebrews 1:1,2, “ God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
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time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by his Son…”In these last days… and a better translation in the 
Greek is “hath at the END of those days spoken in Son” – pointing right 
back to The Cross. Over and over the scripture is full of that. These “last 
days” are the last days of the whole Old Covenant world which had come to 
an END. Hebrews 9:26, “ For once must he often have suffered since the 
foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” In each case it is 
“age”. An “age” by definition is not determined by years, but by the 
inhabitants of it. He brought that whole creation to its end; and brought forth 
a whole New Creation through Newness of Life in Himself. 
 
References: 
Revelation 1:18 
I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore. 
Amen, and have the keys of hell and of death. 
 
Ephesians 1:10 
That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 
even in him. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
 
 

Abraham Saw His Day 
 
Jesus said Abraham saw My day. When did he see it? John 8:56, “ Your 
father rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.” He saw it three 
times: a three fold unveiling. Remember it all started with Abraham. God 
told him to come out of this place. Genesis 12:1, “ Now the Lord had said 
unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee.” And he got to a land that 
was indeed Canaan, but that was NOT the land that God desired to “show” 
him. There was there a natural land and the land which he had to lift up his 
eyes to see. There was the natural and the spiritual. There was a land 
designated of God where all of this would be played out, and be made 
manifest, but it was not THAT land wherein the promise of God was 
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fulfilled. And there was a Seed: Abraham had a natural seed – the Israelites. 
And they were representative of the Seed which would come. And to that 
natural seed were given promises, and those promises were fulfilled in a 
natural land. When did the promises to that natural seed end? It ended with 
THE CROSS: when that natural seed ended. “Except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit.”  He brought that natural to its end, so that the spiritual could come 
forth, to whom the TRUE promise was made: in whom the TRUE 
inheritance is found. 
 
References: 
Genesis 12:5 
And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their 
substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in 
Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land 
of Canaan they came. 
 
Genesis 13:14,15 
And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift 
up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and westward: For all the land which thou seest, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 
 
Galatians 3:16,19 
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 
 
 

Christ, The Seed 
 
According to the flesh Christ was the Seed of David, the Seed of Abraham. 
But according to the Spirit, He was the Seed of God. He brought the one to 
death, that the other could come forth in Resurrection and in Life. It is of 
that Seed that you and I are birthed. It is in that Seed that we have the 
inheritance, and the fulness and the land – in that Seed. Now here’s my 
point: Jesus said Abraham saw My day. He didn’t say anything about 
Abraham saw the LAND: he saw MY DAY. And the Jews there understood 
He meant HIMSELF because they answered, “ Thou are not yet fifty years 
old, and hast thou seen Abraham?” (John 8:57) He answered, “ Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I AM.” And their reaction was 
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“Then took they up stones to cast at him…” My point is: nothing is seen 
until CHRIST appears. Nothing is understood until Christ appears. Spiritual 
understanding comes with the appearing of Christ. And in the pattern it is 
that way. Promises were given to Abraham that had to do with Seed and 
Land, but when did Abraham SEE? “Abraham SAW my day…” When did he 
do that? 
 
References: 
Matthew 1:1 
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. 
 
Hebrews 2:16 
For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the 
seed of Abraham. 
 
1 Peter 1:23 
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
 
Galatians 3:29 
And if ye be Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. 
 
 

Three-Fold Work 
 
It’s a three-fold work in Abraham: three specific times that are all connected 
to each other. The FIRST ONE is in Genesis 14:17,18 and it is Melchizedek; 
and in Melchizedek – a PERSON. “ And the king of Sodom went out to meet 
him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings 
that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king’s dale. And 
Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the 
priest of the most high God.” Abraham saw the day of The Lord, The Day of 
Christ. In Melchizedek Abraham saw “My Day”. That’s brought right over 
into the Hebrews letter. Melchizedek here is representing an order of an 
endless life. And that’s what we have been brought into in the very Person of 
The Lord Jesus Christ – an endless priesthood, an endless kingdom! 
Abraham saw it already! “Abraham saw my day, and rejoiced.” And then 
SECONDLY, Genesis chapters 17,18 and 21 with the birth of Isaac. The 
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birth of Isaac is distinguished by the Lord in three particular references to 
time. In Genesis 17:21, “ But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which 
Sarah shall bear unto thee at this SET TIME in the next year.” The SET 
TIME. In Genesis 18:10, “ And he said, I will certainly return unto thee 
according to the TIME OF LIFE , and lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a 
son…” THE TIME OF LIFE. In Genesis 18:14, “ Is any thing too hard for 
the Lord? At THE TIME APPOINTED unto thee, according to the time of 
life, and Sarah shall have a son.” THE TIME APPOINTED. And all three 
of those references are fulfilled in the birth of Isaac. 
 
References: 
Hebrews 7:1-3,15,16,21,24,25 
For this Melchisedek, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met 
Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him: To 
whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation 
King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of 
peace; Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither 
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; 
abideth a priest continually…And it is yet far more evident for that after the 
similitude of Melchisedek there ariseth another priest, Who is made, not 
after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless 
life…(For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by 
him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a 
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedek…But this man, because he 
continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them. 
 
 

The Fulness of Time 
 
We look in Paul’s writings in Galatians 4:4 and he says, “But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God…” Yes – set time, time of life, time 
appointed. “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth HIS 
SON…” Not another teaching, not a better doctrine. No, He sent forth His 
Son! HIS SON declares the fulness of time! See, “The Day of The Lord” is 
NOT some date on your calendar. It’s only comprehended in The Lord 
Himself. It is “The Day of His Coming”, “The Day of His Appearing”, “The 
Day of His Fulness”. That’s the reason He walked around and said. “THE 
HOUR IS COME.”  The hour is come… and NOW IS. That’s the reason He 
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closes the book, and gives it back to them and says, “ This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears.” (Luke 4:21) 
 
References: 
2 Thessalonians 2:1,2 
Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
by our gathering together unto him. That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or 
be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that 
the day of Christ is at hand. 
 
John 4:23 
But the hour cometh and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship 
 the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
 
John 12:23 
And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man 
should be glorified. 
 
 

Waiting Is Over! 
 
You see, when Abraham saw Isaac, his waiting was over! Time was 
fulfilled. Time of life was discovered in Isaac. The appointed time was 
discovered in Isaac. Set time was discovered in Isaac. This is a wonderful 
study for you. All of the feasts of Israel were governed by this reality that 
came in Isaac, because all of the feasts of Israel are “set times”; determined 
times. The Hebrew words mean that. What Abraham saw in Isaac, Israel was 
a type of. Every time they came to the Door of the Tabernacle, every time 
they gathered, all of their feasts… and it’s all FULFILLED IN CHRIST – 
RIGHT NOW!  Abraham saw My Day.  And the LAST REFERENCE is in 
Genesis 22. He took Isaac up on the mountain, and that brings the statement 
of God to Abraham to its conclusion, “ … unto a land that I will show you.” 
(Genesis 12:1) Abraham came to that mountain, and he named that 
mountain. “ And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it 
is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.” (Genesis 
22:14) Abraham saw Isaac – IN RESURRECTION. Yes, thank God for the 
Hebrew writer who understood that. Hebrews 11:17,19, “ By faith Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son… Accounting that God was able to raise 
him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.” 
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He received him again in form of the RESURRECTION. “Abraham saw My 
Day, and rejoiced.” And you will too! When you see His Day, you will 
rejoice; in all of the richness and fulness of it, when SPIRITUAL 
UNDERSTANDING begins! 
 
Reference: 
Exodus 23:17 
Three times in a year all thy males shall appear before the Lord God. 
 
Leviticus 4:4 
And he shall bring the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation before the Lord. 
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