
IIIfff   AAAnnnyyy   MMMaaannn

BBBeee

IIInnn   CCChhhrrriiisssttt

A Study Manual

Covenant Ministries InternationalCovenant Ministries InternationalCovenant Ministries InternationalCovenant Ministries International



1

 If Any Man Be In Christ
A Study Manual

Table of Contents

I.  Being In Christ  

Part 1:What Salvation Is 1

Part 2: One 20

Part 3: One Lamb for One House/By My Spirit 45

Part 4: Image of the Beast 67

II. Having Our Being In Christ By Covenant

Part 1: Covenant 89

 Part 2: Understanding Being In Christ By Covenant 110

Part 3: Motivation – By Covenant 126

Part 4: Time Past – But Now 139

Part 5: Salvation Unto Glory 147

Part 6: Understanding Glory 169

III. But Now In Christ

Part 1: Introduction 195

Part 2: What Was Spoken Of – Now Come 202

Part 3: Old – New/Access 210

Part 4: Walk In Truth 216

Part 5: The Darkness Is Past 222

JW Luman
Managing Editor

Barbara Samuel
Contributing and Research Editor

Rabon Byrd
Research Editor

Leah Mayne
Editing Assistant

All References in this Manual are from the King James Version unless otherwise noted.



2

I. Being In Christ

Part 1: What Salvation Is

I want to deal with the theme: "The Reality of Being in Christ." I want us to

look as deeply as we can into that reality and see what it is about; what our

life in Christ is about. I am convinced that there are many believers that just

do not know, and because they do not understand they are discontented. We

have a Church world that has hundreds of thousands of buildings, with

hundreds of thousands of people in those buildings on a weekly basis, and

most of them are discontented. They are searching for something, and they

don’t know what! That’s the reason I think we come up with so many songs

that seem to say, "Well, I just wish I could die and go to heaven." It seems to

me that Salvation ought to be more than that!

It IS more than that, if believers come to understand their relationship to

Christ as it is NOW; and begin to be (in the earth, in the world) living

expressions of that Divine Relationship. You just can not accomplish that by

going to a place once a week, twice a week, or even three times a week.

Though our gatherings are for expressing that relationship one to another,

there is more to that relationship than can be contained in buildings.

In Him- Reality

The Reality of Being in Christ is what I want to talk with you about. Turn to

Ephesians 1. There are many places we could turn to, but Ephesians 1 is as

good as any with regard to this realization. Ephesians 1:9 and 10. I want to set

the foundation now for this sharing.

Eph 1:9-10

Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good

pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the

fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both

which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.

"Having made known... “HAVING made known", is something, that at the

time of this writing, HAD BEEN made known. "Having made known unto us

the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath
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purposed in himself: That in the administration..." Your Bible may say

"dispensation", but it is "administration" in the Greek. The administration

here is the administration of The Holy Spirit. It is the administration of Christ,

over against the administration of the Law, the administration of the Spirit

over against the administration of the letter.

The administration that is being spoken of here is that administration that is

alive and active in Christ Jesus. It is the administration of which we are in

Christ. And the whole emphasis here is God HAVING ALREADY DONE

something: HAVING MADE KNOWN. At that time it was made known.

Paul understood what he was talking about, he understood what the mystery

was all about, and he declared openly the mystery so that to those who

received, it was a mystery no longer!

References:

Dispensation:

NT:3622
oi)oi)oi)oi)konomi/akonomi/akonomi/akonomi/a
oikonomia (oy-kon-om-ee'-ah); from NT:3623; administration (of a

household or estate); specifically, a (religious)"economy": KJV- dispensation,

stewardship.
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright ©

1994, 2003 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

Col 1:25-29

Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is

given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath

been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his

saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom

we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that

we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour,

striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.

Eph 3:9-10

And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the

beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus

Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly

places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.
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"That in the administration of the fulness of times he might gather together in

one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth;

even in him." THE REALITY OF BEING IN CHRIST. We could diagram

this with a Cross in the center, because The Cross is what divides the old from

the new. (diagram#1) The old what from the new what? The old everything -

the old, the old administration, the old covenant, old world, old creation, the

old man. It divides the old from the new. On one side you can draw a large

circle labeled "Being in Christ".  In that circle, to start with I would put a

bunch of circles representing those who are IN CHRIST. This would illustrate

seeing believers in Christ, then asking The Holy Spirit to teach us and show

us what that means; to reveal in us what is to the carnal mind a mystery, but

to the Spiritual Mind  ‘a reality.’  So again, The REALITY of Being in Christ.

The

Old

Believers

IN CHRIST

The Many

Have

“ALL”

Died

2 Cor. 5:14

CHRIST

“The Body

Is ONE”

1 Cor. 12:12

The Body (The Church) is

Christ in Corporate Form.

The many who, by baptism, are all One

Body. 1 Cor. 12:12 Rom. 6:3-4
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The Corporate View Of Salvation

Now, The Corporate View of Salvation. And when I say "corporate" I mean

the view that has to do with more than one. The Corporate view of Salvation

(visualizing it in that diagram) is the only true view; it is the only scriptural

view. What we would be looking at in this simple diagram is a diagram of

Salvation. What we are seeing in this diagram is believers IN CHRIST. In the

New Testament the term referring to a believer being "IN CHRIST" is used

over 200 times! "In whom, in Him, in the beloved, in Christ." There must be

something to that, but sad to say, (in the mind and heart of most believers)

there isn’t that much to it! To most believers being "in a building" is much

more real than the idea of being "in Christ".  Yet, how real is the concept of

being in a building if in a few moments you are not there any more? You

can’t live in a building; you LIVE IN CHRIST! I would to God that every

Born Again Believer LIVE in Christ. You are in Christ, but LIVE in Christ,

so that wherever we are found, we are found there IN CHRIST.

I was in India once (after traveling to many countries) and finally came to the

jungles of South India. I had been traveling for over two months, and I was

exhausted, and India is a difficult place to be in. I finally got to where we

were going after a five mile walk. It was extremely hot and steamy and

miserable, and all I could do was drape a sheet around me like a diaper! I had

a little concrete room 6' x 10' with a steel cot and a coconut husk mattress and

one little window with wood shutters and a double flap door. There was no

electricity and no running water, so we just bathed in the creek. To those

people it was home, but to me it was a little rustic! After about two days I just

came to the end of myself. I hated India and I hated Indians! The only thing I

wanted to do was - get out as quickly as I could, and I was in the hardest place

to do that. There was hardly a way to get in there, let alone get out!

I was in terrible shape, and I realized that this is serious! I told the Brother

there I have to go in this room and pray or I’m going to have to leave; I have

to hear from The Lord. I went in the room, closed the door and window and

lit a candle (which only made everything hotter) and I began to cry out to

God. "God, get me out of this place!"  I prayed this for three to four hours,

over and over. I wanted out! I kept hollering “Get me out of this place!”  I can

not describe to you what a crisis in my very soul this was. And I didn’t realize

then that The Lord had permitted a crisis to come into my heart. This was not

culture shock, this was all the way down into the soul! I was crying out "God,

get me out of this place!” until the candle had burned out, I had burned out,

and was lying there exhausted. Finally, The Lord spoke to me, "Son, where

are you?  Well, the thought sprang to me: "You know very well where I am! I
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am in the armpit of the world!" That thought came, but before I could get it

out of my mouth The Spirit of The Lord spoke again and said, "Son, where

are you?" And with that immediately came the answer from The Lord, a dim

realization: ‘I AM IN CHRIST.’ Then that same voice said, "Well, would you

that I remove you from this place?" That was such a chilling voice! "Would

you that I remove you from THIS PLACE?"  I spent the rest of the night

repenting and telling The Lord, "No, I do not want to get out of this place."

Do you understand what happened there? What I had preached for years

became a REALITY IN MY SOUL.  I had a decision to make, stay or be

removed. I understood that wherever I was on the face of the earth, I was

there IN CHRIST, and if I was crying out against where I was, I was crying

out against Christ. I couldn’t wait for the sun to come up, and I was out

hugging brown necks and kissing brown faces! I couldn’t have enough of

them around me, because I realized, I AM IN CHRIST! I AM IN CHRIST! I

am not in India - I am in Christ! And I’m here to manifest the reality of being

in Christ.

It is there that I began to draw diagrams: not on blackboards, but in the dirt. It

was there the diagrams began to relate an understanding that had come to me

in the middle of the night when The Voice of The Lord said, "Son, where are

you?" Friends, you and I are often (found in our hearts) somewhere other than

in Christ.  However, God sees us no where but IN HIS SON, and then He

hears our words and sees our attitudes. The Reality of Being in Christ. From

that day to this day I can sit with 1 person, 50, 10 or 10,000 because I am in

Christ. I am IN CHRIST!

Well, it’s a reality that has to take place in our hearts.  We do not understand

Salvation except by understanding in Christ, because that’s what Salvation is.

God hasn’t brought you to a thing; He has brought you to His Son. The

"place" that He has brought us to is a Person! If we could only understand this

more! Everything of your understanding concerning Salvation is related to

your understanding the reality of being in Christ. Most of what Christians

think Salvation is, has nothing to do with Salvation at all and that’s just a fact.

Salvation for most Christians is bound up by so many things, beliefs and

doctrines, rather than bound up with the REALITY OF RELATIONSHIP

WITH CHRIST; the reality of Being In Him. I tell you again over 200 times

in the New Testament Paul and others refer to the believer’s position ‘IN

CHRIST.’ It seems then, with that many mentions, we should give a great

deal of our attention to it and say, "Father, awaken me in my heart to what

this means. Awaken me to this relationship that I might become on the earth

an EXPRESSION of this reality."  Most of the time we are not an expression
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of this reality. We’re an expression of whatever our environment happens to

be at the time, rather than filling the environment with The Reality of Being

In Christ.  We have an ‘environmentally-controlled’ people.  But,

environments come and go!

References:
Acts 17:28

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your

own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

2 Cor 1:21-22

Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ , and hath anointed us, is

God; Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our

hearts.

2 Cor 5:17

Therefore if any man be in Christ , he is a new creature: old things are passed

away; behold, all things are become new.

Eph 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us

with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ :

Eph 2:5-10

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by

grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together

in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew

the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ

Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it

is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath

before ordained that we should walk in them.

Triumph- The Sweet Savor

Look at what Paul says in 2 Corinthians 2:14. So few understand this

statement made by him. There are two words we need to see here: ALWAYS

and IN EVERY PLACE. "Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us

to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us

in every place."
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I want to tell you the first few days I was in India, they were smelling

everything BUT Christ! (And flesh stinks!)  Do you know how you triumph

in every place? By simply filling it with the knowledge of the savour of

Christ! How are we always triumphant in Christ? Well, He maketh manifest

by us that reality, the savour of Christ in every place. Seeing that we dwell in

one place, we fill up every place with the savour of the knowledge of Christ!

You see we are triumphant in every place before we ever get there.  Before

you ever get there - you are IN CHRIST! You are triumphant when you get

there. The triumph is filling up the place with the savour of His knowledge.

That’s the triumph, and if you don’t do that, you are a failure! Because you

are failing to manifest relationship and reality. "For we are unto God a sweet

savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish. To the one

we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto

life."  Unto God it is the savour of His Son.

This is what we’re talking about. The whole concept of the Church world

today is, “God, get me out of here!”  That’s the crisis I came to in 1969 in the

jungles of India. That’s the crisis The Church is in, and instead of coming to

the realization of Being in Christ, religious ministry is just giving them ways

and means of "getting out". But the whole point is not "getting out" of some

place, rather filling every place with the savour of Him in Whom we NOW

live.

References:

Ps 92:4

For thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy work: I will triumph in the

works of thy hands.

1 Cor 15:57-58

But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus

Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is

not in vain in the Lord.

1 John 5:4

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory

that overcometh the world, even our faith.
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Understanding Salvation

This has to do with understanding Salvation. Salvation is NOT our "escape

mechanism", but rather our life in Christ.  You cannot understand Salvation

from the standpoint of individualism. You must look at this "IN CHRIST"

diagram as representing believers IN CHRIST. (2Cor.5: 17) Our salvation is,

in fact, the plurality of one, and of course The One is Christ. Individualism is

the idea of Salvation being just a "personal" salvation and is extremely

misleading and is detrimental to understanding true union with Christ as His

very own body.  Although our salvation is very personal in that new birth,

baptism, and adoption happen to the believer, we are born of the Spirit of

Christ as One New Man. (A corporate whole.)  We are baptized into the body

of Christ where there is neither Jew or Gentile, bond or free, male or female.

By adoption the Son Himself is revealed in His own House.  The idea that

salvation is all about me is misleading and leads to the mentality which says

“It’s just me and Jesus" or "I have my own church.” or "I have MY own faith,

and that’s a private thing.”  But salvation is not about Me having My own

anything, rather it is all about Christ having His own Body, His own Church,

His own House.  Individualism says that salvation is about me and mine.

Corporate reality (being in Christ) says it is all about Him and His.

What I’m telling you is that all of these things are in the Church world, and

the reason they are there is that Salvation is being preached not as a corporate

being, but as an individual package. Salvation is very personal, but that’s not

the same thing as having a "personal Salvation" as it is being taught in so

many places.  It has led to much miscomprehension.

Salvation is not self-centered: it isn’t "me" centered, it is CHRIST centered!

You must bring Christ back into the center of the picture, and as we progress

to study what it means to be in Christ, we will lose sight of all these circles.

All of these circles will have to be erased, because the whole point of being

IN CHRIST is not many, but ONE. You may have been many before coming

to Christ, but IN CHRIST we are ONE. That’s the problem with

individualism: we want "ones".

References:

Phil 1:21-22

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
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Gal 3:27-28

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither

male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Col 3:9-11

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image

of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision

nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and

in all.

Comprehending The Place We Are

We are going to look at how we come to be IN CHRIST. How did we get

there? What do the scriptures say about that? Paul challenged some: "What,

don’t you understand this? No wonder you are doing these things. Don’t you

understand?" And he began to talk to them about how they got to be "IN

CHRIST", and what it means to be there. In fact, Paul scarcely speaks of

anything else in every epistle he writes except The Reality of Being in Christ.

And since the fulness of the Godhead bodily dwells there, there is a

tremendous reality connected with it. And when you see this all in The Person

of The Lord Jesus, and come to comprehend that you are in Him, I doubt you

will ever want to be found anywhere else! But you see, believers have just not

been taught the reality of being in Him; so we are all looking for "someplace

else". That’s not just those looking for someplace else "in the sweet by and

by"; we’re looking for someplace else on the earth. The problem with

"someplace else" is you’re going to find the same person there who was in the

last place; and that’s YOU!  It’s you and it’s me who are the problem to begin

with! It’s not me filling up every place where I am with the stench of me; but

with the savour of the knowledge of HIM that makes the difference. (2Cor.2:

14)  We wouldn’t need to go from "place to place" if we finally came to see

"the place" where we are; and that "the place" is a Person.

Now, I’m not saying that The Lord doesn’t lead you from place to place, but

most of the time people who go from place to place are NOT being led of The

Lord. They are either running from something or looking for something else. I

go from place to place, but since 1969 I have never left my dwelling place to

get there. I have found how much bigger Christ is than this whole world! I

haven’t been to all of it, but I’ve found how small it is in comparison to the

place where I live - IN CHRIST JESUS! There is enough of that place a
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million trillion times over to fill up every place on the face of this earth if

God’s people only understood THE REALITY OF BEING IN CHRIST.

I’m telling you it affects our whole concept of Salvation.  It affects our whole

idea of Salvation. You see signs that say, "Where will you spend eternity?"

and I think, “Right where I am NOW!” It was some good meaning person

who wrote that not understanding where we are NOW. I had preached "being

in Christ" for years before I comprehended being there. I preached it because

I was taught that, I saw it in the scriptures, I believed it; it was a theological

reformation in my heart. But then - I came to the CRISIS OF

REALIZATION. Then The Lord brought me face to face with Himself, with

what it means to be there. If you are there, then you are NO PLACE ELSE. I

was speaking this once and a brother told me I was very close to being a

"mystic". I didn’t know what that was, and then I read that a mystic is one

who experiences his own vision. But this is not MY vision; it’s The Lord’s

Vision. He reveals His Son, but thank God you do experience it; it becomes

real to you. You actually live in Christ. You actually begin to understand that

if I am found IN HIM that means I am not found anywhere else.

Then you’ll be able to pick this up in Paul’s words; "While I was with you, I

was there in weakness, and in trembling. I wasn’t there with great swelling

words of speech.  The very fact that I could speak at all, was due to the power

of The Holy Spirit, because I was there not with my testimony, but declaring

to you The Testimony of God; so that your faith would not stand in me, or in

the strength of my words, or in the strength of my presence, but IN HIM.”

(1Cor. 2:1-5)

What Paul actually says is when I was with you - I was not!  You see, they

might all have actually seen him, but Paul understood and he was seeing

something else. He realized - no, not I; how could it be any other way than

that from this man who says, "I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live,

yet, not I, CHRIST liveth in me." (Gal. 2:20) That is the other side of this coin

to which we are coming: CHRIST IN YOU. But the answer to the truth and

the realization of Christ in you is the mystery involving you being in Him,

because the two are like two sides of one coin: one is not really good without

the other. The understanding that Christ is in me can easily lead to

individualism.  However, if we understand that Christ is in me only because I

am in Him, it is not individualism, but it is ONE DWELLING IN HIS

WHOLE BODY; all of which dwells in Him. And that’s a great difference in

understanding. All I’m doing now is just talking about you BEING IN

CHRIST, and stirring up our minds and our hearts to that reality.



12

References:

Rom 6:3-7

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were

baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into

death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been

planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of

his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that

the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

For he that is dead is freed from sin.

1 Cor 6:16-20

What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two,

saith he, shall be one flesh. But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that

committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. What? know ye not that

your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of

God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore

glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

1 Cor 12:13-14

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or

Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into

one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.

Ps 90:1

Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.

Him and His

Salvation then is not about ‘me and mine’; it’s about ‘HIM and HIS’. In most

people’s concept Salvation is ‘me and mine’, and that’s the reason they think

they are going to go to heaven and see their Grandma! Let’s get down to the

nitty-gritty: That is all about me and mine. And they say they are going to see

"their" loved one, and don’t care about yours, because it’s ‘me and mine’ for

them, whether now, hereafter or whenever. Me and Mine - but that isn’t

according to the scripture, especially Ephesians. You ought to read the first

three chapters of Ephesians and underline HE, HIM, HIS. What an

awakening! What an eye opener! HE - HIM - HIS; because that’s what it’s

about. It’s about HIM and HIS. We would understand "The Resurrection" if

we understood that! In the Christian community we haven’t the slightest idea
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whose body is supposed to be raised up. We haven’t got the slightest idea in

the Christian community today to whom God promised a New Body. We

don’t know! And if it’s all about ‘me and mine’ - it must be ME and MINE!

That must be what The Resurrection is all about!

I could go through the scripture with you wherever The Resurrection is being

spoken of, (and it’s spoken of everywhere) but especially where that is the

issue of the letter, and show you that the promise, even in the Old Covenant

was to only One Seed - which is CHRIST. This Christ Who said, “If I fall in

the ground and die... if I don’t I will abide alone, but if I do, I will bring forth

much fruit.” To every Seed God giveth it a body of its own. The whole

promise in the Old Testament was concerning The Resurrection - that’s it! In

the Old Covenant you have two major themes: you have the promise and the

inheritance. Those are the two major themes that were given to Abraham, and

then carried on and expanded to Israel and the prophets.  Basically it’s those

two major themes - the promise and the inheritance.  Both the promise and the

inheritance belong to just ONE SEED. Oh, when you come to realize that,

then you come to realize that the whole scope of Salvation is being IN that

One Son, being IN that One Seed.  That you and I make up God’s promise to

His Seed concerning His Seed having a Body of His own, whose Body you

now are!

Where did He get that Body, except in The Resurrection? And where did He

get that Body, except He raised it up from among the dead?  Hallelujah! It

isn’t about "me" and "mine". It is about HIM and HIS. Every facet of

Salvation takes on a different comprehension when you get a hold of that.

God’s view of Salvation is having all things gathered up and presented in One

Son. God’s view of Salvation - His view of Salvation is not cleaning up a

mess and making it all look better. No - God’s view of Salvation is gathering

up all things; the "all things" that the New Covenant speaks of being gathered

up in Christ are the "all things" of the Old Covenant - all things represented in

the Old Covenant. All the types, all the shadows, all the promises, all the

prophecies - ALL THINGS; that which had been given to Christ to fulfil; that

of which He said, "I will not lose any of it" - the "all things". God’s view of

Salvation is the gathering up of all things, and having them in, and presenting

them in One Son. But how does He do that? He doesn’t just bring a bunch of

old things over and put them in Christ. There is THE CROSS - Hallelujah!

None can come here BUT by The Cross; that’s where everything changes.

But God’s view of Salvation is just that. It is the gathering up of all things and

presenting them IN CHRIST. Now - has this happened? Has God actually

gathered up the "all things" of the Old Covenant, and presented it in His Son?

Has it happened? On God’s part it has happened. He sees all things finished,
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all things fulfilled in His Son. When The Son appears before The Father, He

doesn’t appear there in a half-baked way, having done some, but not all;

having fulfilled some, but not all. No - He shows HIMSELF to be the

fulfillment of all things.  God has summed up (comprehended) all things in

His Son.

References:

Eph 1:9-10

Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good

pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the

fulness of times he might 
1
gather together in one all things in Christ, both

which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.

1
NT:346
aaaa))))nakefalai/nakefalai/nakefalai/nakefalai/omaiomaiomaiomai
anakephalaiomai (an-ak-ef-al-ah'-ee-om-ahee); from NT:303

and NT:2775 (in its original sense); to sum up: KJV - briefly

comprehend, gather together in one.
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew

Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

1 Cor 15:35-38

But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do

they come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:

And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare

grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: But God giveth it a

body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body.

John 12:24

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and

die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

Gal 3:16-20

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to

seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed , which is Christ. And this I

say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law,

which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should

make the promise of none effect. For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no

more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise. Wherefore then

serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should

come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the

hand of a mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.
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1 Peter 1:23

Being born again, not of corruptible seed , but of incorruptible, by the word

of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

1 John 3:9

Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him:

and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

Substance

That’s such a big scope, all I can do is just make that statement! We could

spend a lifetime of study and never get out of The Tabernacle, and that’s just

one of the things that is presented full and complete in Christ Jesus. Then

comes the priesthood, then all of the offerings, sacrifices. The types and the

shadows - all things gathered up and presented in Him. He shows Him to be

the substance of all things hoped for; shows Him to be the evidence of things

not seen. In the Old Covenant things were hoped for - a city was hoped for, a

kingdom was hoped for, a King was hoped for, a shepherd was hoped for,

bread, living bread was hoped for, Eternal Life was hoped for, a resurrection

was hoped for, glory was hoped for. All of these things were typed,

shadowed, promised and prophesied - they were hoped for. Here IN CHRIST

IS the substance of all things hoped for! I have a hard time with scripturally

uninformed ministry who when presenting Hebrews 11 and 12 don’t really do

so, but they use the words. They say, ‘Well, faith is the substance of things

hoped for... so, whatever you’re hoping for...’ What a tragic misrepresentation

of faith that is.  Faith is seeing the substance now in Christ.  We have come by

His faith to what the old covenant saints hoped for.

In Christ we’ve MOVED FROM things "hoped for" to substance. Here we

live by faith - substance. Hebrews is a dividing between the old and the New.

We see that from the first chapter. There’s a dividing from how God spoke in

times past, to “hath spoken IN SON.” Then you go through the priesthood,

the offerings, and the Tabernacle and the whole thing: moving from the first

to the Second, from the old to the New.

Finally, you come to the same thing with regard to FAITH. "Now faith IS..."

Not a hope for the future, but a reality of the present. Now faith IS - we have

come from the hope to THE REALITY IN CHRIST JESUS. Do you know

why it’s still a "hope" in so many people’s theology? Because it is not made

manifest in the earth in every place by those who claim to live by faith. I’m

talking about you and me. We claim to live in Christ, but when people are
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around us awhile, there’s no wonder they want to die and go to heaven!

Things that you don’t see you yet hope for. And this that we have by faith will

never be seen until YOU manifest it in the earth, and enable some other

believer to be moved from "hope" to "reality", from "hope" to "substance."

That’s what we’ve come to.  In my heart I know it is the timing of The Lord

that we move from "message" to "manifestation". We have preached Christ

long enough. It’s time now to manifest Him. We say we are in Him: that

means that if we are in Him we are NO PLACE ELSE. So that means that in

every place - it is ‘not I’ who is met, but HE! (Gal.2:20)  It means a lot! It

means Salvation, the gospel, (what we call "the gospel").  That which comes

by the revelation of Christ is not something that we can sit forever and listen

to without expressing it in the earth, or we will violate in our own hearts the

reality of it. Then we’re no better than those "waiting to go somewhere."

In the Father’s view He HAS brought things from the hope to the substance.

His desire is now to reveal in you, in me the fullness of that substance in the

revealing of His Son.  He has brought us from things not seen, (desired to be

seen) but not seen.  They are not seen because of a veil, but He has brought us

to that fulfillment wherein “The Spirit reveals all things, yea, the deep things

of God.” (2Cor.3:14-18) Yes true, to those who have a heart to know. But

we’ve got believers out here in the world still living in the same hope and in

the same expectation of Old Covenant saints; believing that the New

Covenant "place" doesn’t exist but one day it’s going to exist. They don’t see

themselves in Christ; they see themselves as captives in this world looking for

a way out and still waiting for God to fulfil His promise!

References:

Rom 1:16-17

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto

salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith : as it is

written, The just shall live by faith .

Rom 3:27-28

Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by

the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without

the deeds of the law.
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Rom 5:1-2

Therefore being justified by faith , we have peace with God through our Lord

Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein

we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Gal 2:20-21

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the grace of

God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.

Col 2:6-7

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith , as ye have been

taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

Hab 2:2-4

And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon

tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed

time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it;

because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his soul which is lifted

up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.

Heb 10:38-11:1

Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have

no pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but

of them that believe to the saving of the soul. Now faith is the substance of

things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Heb 12:2

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that

was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at

the right hand of the throne of God.

Rom 8:24-25

For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man

seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do

we with patience wait for it.
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In Son

HE’S ALREADY FULFILLED IT IN HIS SON!  Exodus 15:17 is fulfilled in

His Son Who said, "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the Life. No man

cometh to the Father but by me." "In that day you will understand I am in my

Father, you are in me, I am in you." (John 14:6 and John 14:20) All things

gathered up and presented in Christ is God’s view of Salvation. Has that

happened? In His point of view IT HAS! Through the working of The Cross it

has! Has it happened in our hearts?  Have we come to the REALIZATION of

Salvation? There’s the question, because if we’re not looking "to go

somewhere" then what are we looking for? We ought to be looking for

something. We ought to have our heart fixed upon something: KNOWING

HIM.  Yes, coming to substance, seeing what has not been seen, and

becoming a living expression of that in the earth.

I just want to stir our hearts and minds up to the REALITY OF

SALVATION. God’s view of Salvation is having a people IN CHRIST.

God’s view of Salvation is having all things gathered up and presented in His

Son. That’s God’s view. When that becomes our view of Salvation as well,

then we begin to become an expression of that reality in the earth. There’s so

much I’d like to say: may The Lord give us ears to hear what The Spirit will

say, what The Spirit would speak to each of us.

I’ll just say this: the Church world as we know it today does not represent

even in a reflected way the reality of being in Christ. That is not the idea of

Salvation you get in the Church world today. And yet that is the scriptural

view of Salvation. There must be a people who come in their hearts to that

view in The Person of The Son and begin to express in the earth a true view

of Salvation. I didn’t say there weren’t people in the Church world "saved": I

said that system does not represent the TRUTH concerning Salvation; it does

NOT represent a true understanding of Salvation. It does NOT represent a

scriptural view of Salvation. That’s the reason it is hopelessly divided by its

doctrines, because they are all based on individualism, when what God is

after is simple and yet profound.  A people living and having their being IN

HIS SON, giving HIS SON LIVING EXPRESSION IN EVERY PLACE ON

THE FACE OF THE EARTH.

May the Lord just deal with us during this time in this realization of His Son.
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References:

Ex 15:17

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance,

in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the

Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established.

Ex 19:4

Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles'

wings, and brought you unto myself.

John 14:2-6

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told

you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I

will come again, and receive you unto myself ; that where I am, there ye may

be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto

him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh

unto the Father, but by me.
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Part 2: One

All Are Become One

We began to deal with what actually is the reality of Salvation: it is the

REALITY OF BEING IN CHRIST.  The goal toward which we are going is

not only the realizing of Being in Christ, but the realization that comes with

that.  That realization is WE ARE NOT MANY, BUT ONE.  We spoke on a

diagram of being in Christ and having circles there as believers (see top

diagram on Page 3), but when we really come to a comprehension of being in

Christ, these circles must disappear.  Because, the focus of The Body and of

being in Christ is not on the members, but on just ONE BODY (see bottom

diagram on Page 3). That’s another story, but right now we are just dealing

with the reality of Salvation as being in Christ, and we’ll continue with that

now.

I opened with the statement that the corporate view of Salvation, the view that

many are One, the view that in Christ it is not many but One that prevails.

The corporate view of Salvation is the ONLY SCRIPTURAL view of

Salvation. You can not understand Salvation from the standpoint of

individualism. Salvation is not self-centered, it is not me-centered, it is

CHRIST centered.  Salvation is not about me and mine, but it is about HIM

and HIS. The emphasis again is that Salvation is presented as a corporate

work, and yet unlike our idea of corporate and corporation in the world today,

God’s view of corporate Salvation is ONE. In Christ the many are seen as

One because they are One. There is no way for any believer who is in Christ

to come to that realization until ONE is revealed in you.

The Face Of The Head

In the natural if I stood in front of a mirror and looked at myself, to what

would I look for identification of the body? Would I look at my hand, or a

finger or a foot? Or would I look in the face, in the head? Because it is the

head, it is the face that gives identity to the body and none of its parts. Every

part finds its identity in relationship to the head. This Paul emphasizes in his

letter to the Corinthians. In 2 Corinthians 4:6 he makes the statement that

“God Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness hath shined in our

hearts.”  Now let’s get this in its proper perspective. 2 Corinthians 4:6 is not

talking about the creation of the "seen" universe or the "seen" world. It is

talking about the Tabernacle. In the Tabernacle there was one place that was
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totally without natural light. It was the place that identified the whole: it was

the Holy of Holies. It was where the Ark of the Covenant was set - one piece

of furniture that most perfectly typifies Christ’s union with His House, with

His Body. But it was set in this cubicle wherein there was no light. And there

was no light UNTIL the glory of God appeared. And the glory of God was,

and in reality today is the light of that place. And Paul is declaring the change

in his letters from the old body to the New, from the Old Tabernacle to the

New, from the Old Administration to the New, from the glory that passes to

the glory that remains. So he finally comes to this: "For God, who

commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus

Christ." The light of this house, the light of this Body is in the FACE OF THE

HEAD. It is when God reveals His Son in these believers, that in their own

hearts they cease from being many, and are able to identify with The One.

References:

Eph 4:13-16

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of

God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of

Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and

carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning

craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love,

may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From

whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every

joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every

part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

Eph 1:22-23

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all

things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

Col 1:18

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn

from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

1 Cor 13:12

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face : now I know in

part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

Rev 22:2-4

In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the

tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every
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month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And

there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be

in it; and his servants shall serve him: And they shall see his face ; and his

name shall be in their foreheads.

Our identifying with one another is IN HIM; it’s not in one another. The hand

doesn’t identify with the hand, the foot doesn’t identify with the foot. No, we

identify with The Head - that’s where we understand we are One. And there’s

no other way to do it. In fact, an examination of the members will only

increase the separation. That’s true, and the Church world today is notorious

for setting up standards whereby we examine one another. Do we all dress

alike? Do we all look alike?  On and on that goes, these are standards

whereby we identify with one another. Standards of false judgment, standards

of self-righteousness mainly. But the identification that God brings is with

HIS SON. The revealing of The Son - and I can’t emphasize that too much.

We are talking about being in Christ, and these are true statements, but they

are only REALIZED in our hearts in the face of The Lord Jesus. As God just

turns on HIS Light, as God commands HIS Light to shine in the midst of

darkness... because that’s all there is in the Holy of Holies. Until the glory of

God is revealed it’s just darkness there. In other words, there is no natural

understanding there; it can’t prevail, it’s no good there, so there’s just

darkness until it is filled with the light of the knowledge of the glory of God -

and that, in the face of Jesus Christ! And you’ll look where Paul is stating

this, particularly in 2 Corinthians 4 and 5, you’ll see that it is talking about the

Tabernacle of God. It’s talking about the Body of Christ we are; it’s talking

about coming from one system - that of the Law, to the system that is Christ,

to the administration of The Spirit.

References:

1 Cor 12:13-27

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or

Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into

one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot shall say,

Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the

body? And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body;

is it therefore not of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where were the

hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? But now hath

God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.

And if they were all one member, where were the body? But now are they

many members, yet but one body.  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I

have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.
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Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble,

are necessary: And those members of the body, which we think to be less

honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely

parts have more abundant comeliness. For our comely parts have no need:

but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant

honour to that part which lacked: That there should be no schism in the body;

but that the members should have the same care one for another. And whether

one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be

honoured, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ, and

members in particular.

1 John 1:7

But if we walk in the light , as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

The Administration of The Fullness of Christ

So, Salvation then is not self-centered. It is not me-centered, its Christ

centered.  We have come to see that God’s view of Salvation is having all

things gathered up and presented in One Son. We read that in Ephesians 1:9-

10, and we note that it said, "HAVING made known." This is the key: ‘having

made known.’ Listen, it is not God’s purpose that you and I who are in His

Son remain ignorant of the reality of being in Christ, nor would God have us

to be ignorant of the person of Christ in Whom we dwell. The reality of

Salvation is not you and me just coming to give mental assent to the fact that

we are all in Christ: the reality of Salvation comes when God reveals His Son

in us.  It is in the light of HIM, it is in that understanding that we are able to

relate to where we are, and who we are. "Having made known unto us the

mystery of His will..."  Not keeping it a secret, however, having made known.

We must get a hold of that! Our journey in Christ, our growing up in Christ is

a process of knowing Him, and nothing of Him is hidden from those who are

His Body.

If we don’t know Him it’s because we don’t seek to know Him. If we don’t

see Him it’s because we don’t look for Him. It isn’t because God still has

Him hidden and veiled. It isn’t because God still speaks to us in sundry times

and in diverse manners. No, God HATH spoken IN SON. What it comes

down to is there is no excuse to not knowing Christ. There is no excuse for

not growing up in Him - nothing has been hidden. Ephesians 1:9, "Having

made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure
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which he hath purposed in himself." It is just this Paul says: this is what He

has made known, this is that will which He has purposed in Himself. It is just

this: "That in the dispensation of the fullness of times..." In the administration

of fullness, the administration of The Spirit. Here is the will that God has

made known; here is the mystery that He has revealed; here is that thing that

is accomplished which was according to His good pleasure, which He

planned and purposed before the world was unto His own satisfaction. Here is

what it is - "THAT HE MIGHT GATHER TOGETHER IN ONE ALL THINGS

IN CHRIST."  A better translation is, “that He might comprehend all things in

One, even In Christ.”  God comprehends All Things based upon the finished

work of His Son.

This is it!  This is what God has purposed.  Paul is saying, “This is not what

God is planning to do: this is what He has planned to do and

ACCOMPLISHED in Christ, and He made it known unto us.”  Paul says, “He

has MADE KNOWN to me the mystery.” and I declare to you that mystery of

God in Christ; that what God planned and purposed to do, HE HAS DONE!

To gather all things in Christ!  The question I asked was, “Has that

happened?”  The answer on God’s part is, it has!

This is where we are in the scripture. You can’t put this into a future

reference. Salvation is not in a future reference unless you are reading The

Old Covenant. Everything in The Old Covenant was by promise, by

prophecy, by hope, by types and shadows of things not seen. But The New

Covenant in Christ is not in promise and prophecy, in hope and things not

seen. But it is in substance and in evidence, and in that which The Spirit

reveals, for He searches the deep things of God, and reveals them in you!

There is nothing hidden here! There are no veils over the face of Christ!

There are no veils in this Tabernacle - unless the veil is on OUR heart.

References:

Heb 1:1-2

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the

fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,

whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds.

John 19:30

When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he

bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.
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John 17:4

I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest

me to do.

Rev 10:7

But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to

sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his

servants the prophets.

Isa 45:3

And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret

places, that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, which call thee by thy name,

am the God of Israel.

1 Cor 2:9-12

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered

into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love

him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth

all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a

man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God

knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit

of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that

are freely given to us of God.

The Veil Done Away In Christ

What veil? The veil of The Old Covenant, the veil that is in promise - a hope,

a prophecy, a type, a shadow of things to come.  However, just a search of the

scripture will show you that all things that were to come: the city to come, the

world to come, the new creation to come, the King to come, the Seed to come,

the glory to come, the promise to come, the inheritance to come... HAVE

COME IN CHRIST! He didn’t come and make us another promise. He came

as the answer to the one God made in the Old Covenant. I AM... I AM The

Resurrection, I AM The Light, I AM The Way, I AM The Truth, I AM The

Life! And all of these things - all things be gathered into One, presented in

One, and revealed in The Person of One to those who live there, desiring to

know Him. Yes... why? That they may become in the earth, in the world the

expression of Him, the expression of His fullness; that Salvation may have

expression in the earth, in all the earth, in every arena of human existence.
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"That in the dispensation of the fullness of times..." We understand from

Galatians 4 that the fullness of time was declared when God sent forth His

Son. Remember before that God spoke in part, He spoke in times - sundry

times, He spoke in manners - different ways. But all of that came to its

fullness IN CHRIST. He spoke in feasts and in feast days, He spoke in

Sabbath days - Holy days. All of that came to its fulfillment IN CHRIST.

Everything God said in a Sabbath is fulfilled in Christ. We must understand

that. We do not have in Christ an administration "in part", but an

administration in FULLNESS. For in Him dwelleth the fullness of the

Godhead bodily; how could we have any less than an administration of

fullness in Him? That we might understand that God has gathered it all up in

His Son, and that is precisely where He has put us IN HIS SON!

References:

2 Cor 3:6-18

Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter,

but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. But if the

ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that

the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the

glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away: How shall not

the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? For if the ministration of

condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness

exceed in glory. For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this

respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away

was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious.  Seeing then that

we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: And not as Moses,

which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly

look to the end of that which is abolished: But their minds were blinded: for

until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old

testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when

Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to

the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all, with open face beholding

as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from

glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Matt 27:50-53

Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And,

behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom;

and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; And the graves were opened; and

many bodies of the saints which slept arose, And came out of the graves after

his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.
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Heb 6:19-7:1

Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and

which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us

entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of

Melchisedec.

Gal 4:1-7

Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a

servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the

time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in

bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time

was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To

redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of

sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into

your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but

a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

1 Cor 13:9-10

For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect

is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

All Things Chosen In Christ

I encourage you to prayerfully stay in Ephesians 1:1-14 for awhile, and then

progress through the first three chapters of Ephesians, because that is the heart

and soul of these sharings. HIM and HIS... HIM and HIS, not me and mine.

No, HIM and HIS! The promise is unto Him and His; the inheritance is unto

Him and His. It’s not something other than Him. Verse 3, "Blessed be the

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all

spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ; According as he hath chosen

us in him before the foundation of the world...” The emphasis of this scripture

is not on me and mine; it is not on you and yours. It can not intelligently read

that way: He hath chosen us... before the foundation of the world. That is

NOT true! That is not the statement that is being made here. The statement

that is being made here is exactly as it is written: "... as He hath chosen us IN

HIM before the foundation of the world." What has He chosen concerning us

before the foundation of the world; we who are in Him? That we should be

holy before Him, that we should be blameless before Him, that we should

stand before Him accepted in the Beloved! That’s why He chose us IN

CHRIST!
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References:

Eph 1:1-14

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at

Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace be to you, and peace, from

God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual

blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him

before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame

before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by

Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the

praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the

beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of

sins, according to the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward

us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of

his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in

one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth;

even in him: In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being

predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after

the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who

first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of

truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye

were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise

of his glory.

Heb 9:13-14

For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the

unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the

blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to

God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Eph 5:27

That might place beside he himself {as His Own Self} glorious the

congregation, not having a spot or blemish or any of such like things, but that

she might be holy and blameless. – Emphatic Diaglott {emphasis added}

The Chosen of God is One Son

It’s not the choosing of ME, not the choosing of YOU. You cannot

understand Salvation, you cannot understand God’s Eternal Redemption plan
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through the view of individualism. You can not do it! If you want to be many,

be many before The Cross. After The Cross, there’s only ONE! This was

what God saw from before the foundation of the world; He saw The One, He

purposed that, He planned, He willed that.  In The Son, in Christ, He has

performed what He has willed; he has gotten what He planned, what He

purposed. You have to understand that in reading the scriptures. You see far

too many that are so "me" minded. And they will go through the scriptures

and here’s the way they will read them: "...who has blessed US..." I don’t

have a circle in my Bible around "us"; I do have a circle around "in Christ".

"... and hath chosen US..." Again, I have no circle around "us". I do have a

circle around "in Christ" because the emphasis of God’s plan is NOT ON US;

it’s upon having ONE SON, One Son!    Yes, that’s where He has us, but it’s

One Son that He has.

This emphasis continues on. Verse 5, "To the praise of the glory of his grace,

wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved." We’ve read verses 9 and

10. Now verse 11, "In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being

predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after

the counsel of his own will." ‘In whom we have obtained an inheritance..."

Where? In Whom! Where are you going to look for your inheritance? You

should look for it where it is - IN HIM! "... being predestinated according to

the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will."

Remember I said that Paul says the same thing in every epistle? Now we have

all these epistles gathered up in one book, but the early Church didn’t. The

Church at Ephesus didn’t get the letter to the Philippians; the Church at

Colosse didn’t get the letter to the Church at Corinth. They didn’t get all these

letters, so Paul says the same thing in every letter. The only variance at all

was some of the problems he dealt with in those local gatherings, but his

gospel; his declaration is the same in every letter. It’s the same! We have the

tremendous privilege today of having all these letters gathered up in one

volume and we still don’t know what to do with them! We try to compare

them one to another; we debate one against another, but they are all saying the

same thing!

Look what he has said here, "In whom we have obtained an inheritance, being

predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after

the counsel of his own will... " Look at Romans 8:28 and 29, "We know that

all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the

called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did

predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the

firstborn among many brethren." This is the thing that God predestinated. His

predestinated plan and purpose was that every one in Christ be conformed to
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the image of Christ. That’s His plan, that’s His purpose, His predestined

purpose.  That’s His will. That’s why you and I are in Christ.  Ephesians

1:16,17, "I cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my

prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give

unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.."   Do

you see how much sense this letter makes when you see whom it’s about and

what it’s about and why? Paul is praying for them according to the

predestined will of God. He’s praying for them according to The Eternal Plan

and Purpose of God, whereby they have been placed in Christ. According to

that plan God has put them in Christ. You can’t be conformed to Christ unless

you are in Christ. So according to His Plan, according to His Purpose, He has

put us IN CHRIST.  That’s called SALVATION!

According to that purpose, according to that plan, Paul is now praying for

those who are in Christ. "The eyes of your understanding being enlightened:

that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the

glory of his inheritance in the saints.  What is the exceeding greatness of his

power to usward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at

his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and

power, and might, and dominion and every name that is named, not only in

this world, but also in that which is to come: And hath put all things under his

feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his

body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all."

All Things Fulfilled In Christ

Do you see it?  God’s idea of Salvation is gathering up and presenting all

things in One Son. That’s His idea of Salvation. That’s what He purposed,

See, all The Old Covenant is, is a pattern, a testimony of what God here in the

eternities planned and purposed to do. So in the Old Covenant God began to

make that known to man. He made it known in types and shadows, in this

way and that way. He made it known by promise, He stirred up His prophets

to speak of it, and they spoke of it. But as surely as it is purposed of God in

the eternities, and as surely as it is set forth in testimony in the Old Covenant,

just as surely it is FULFILLED IN Christ Jesus!

All I am doing now is emphasizing one thing: The Reality of Salvation is the

Reality of BEING IN CHRIST. Oh, you know that Salvation today, by so

many, is taught as being everything BUT Being in Christ. It’s taught mostly

as NOT doing things.  If there’s any reality attributed to it at all, it is placed so
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far in the future as to make very little difference in your daily life. Salvation is

the reality of Being in Christ! That’s where you are! With God Salvation is

not many "things"; it is ALL THINGS IN ONE SON. Do please hear that!

There are not many things in Christ summed up, comprehended, and fulfilled.

God’s idea of Salvation was not taking all of these things and just moving

them over into Christ. No, God’s idea of Salvation is CHRIST showing

Himself to be what all of these things were about.  What all of these things

spoke of - that’s God’s idea of Salvation. If we could only understand that the

whole of the Old Covenant from Genesis to Malachi is simply a blueprint of

God’s idea concerning Salvation, and that He didn’t move the blueprint over

here in Christ: Christ is the Substance of the thing! He’s the substance of what

was hoped for; He’s the evidence of what wasn’t seen. He is the fulfillment of

what was promised and prophesied! He is the perfection of what was in type

and shadow, in pieces and in parts. He is the Glory of God that fadeth not

away.  We are in Him!  We have come from ‘many things’ of the old

covenant to the ‘One Person’ of the new covenant.

2 Corinthians 5:14, "For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus

judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead; And that he died for all, that

they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him

which died for them, and rose again. Wherefore henceforth know we no man

after the flesh..."  I still get in trouble over this today. There is something

about us that insists upon being known in the flesh, and having that

considered.  If you don’t consider it then you are hard, you are mean, you’re

angry, you’re uncaring, because we insist on it. We insist on it because deeply

ingrained in our understanding is this idea of individualism. And I have said

that the concept of "personal Salvation" is one of the greatest misconceptions

in the Bible. The idea of "my church" and "my faith" comes from what is

preached. I’m not telling you Salvation isn’t personal; I’m telling you that you

don’t have a personal Salvation. Before the world was, our salvation was IN

CHRIST!  We want to be known after the flesh. That’s the reason I do my

best to stay away from funerals, because what has really happened at this so-

called "death of a believer", I know that a loved one is lost, but I also know

that they don’t fall out of Christ!  I also know they don’t fall out of the land of

‘The Living!’  I know that if we knew where they truly were in the first place,

we wouldn’t have all this despondency when the body goes into the ground,

because The Body they are in Christ, has gone no where!

I understand loss.  During the funeral of a very dear brother and fellow

laborer in Christ, I was standing at the gravesite when someone, who ought to

have known better, walked up and put his arm around me (I guess to comfort

me) said, "Well Brother Luman, he’s gone on to a better place."  I turned to
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him and said, "Would you like to explain to me WHERE he’s gone? Would

you like to talk to me about the ‘better place’? That brother was IN CHRIST

last week, and he’s IN CHRIST now! His place hasn’t changed, and his life

hasn’t changed. I’ve just lost a companion!"

References:

John 8:15

Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.

John 11:25-26

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in

me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and

believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

Ps 142:5

I cried unto thee, O Lord: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the

land of the living.

A New Creation In Christ

We’ve got all of these little cliches that are built around the idea of

individualism. Paul says, "Henceforth know we no man after the flesh." Now

he has a reason for saying that because he’s going to take us right into a

greater Truth here. "Yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now

henceforth know we him no more."  That’s the way most believers want to

know Him now. Do you know that for most believers today, their greatest

hope and expectation would be if that door opened and Jesus walked in this

room in His robe and sandals and His beard and He started laying His hands

upon them and blessing them? But don’t we understand YOU ARE IN HIM,

and HE IS IN YOU, and He’s NOT coming through that door because He

lives in His Own House, of which He is The Door? Hallelujah! We did know

Him after the flesh, but henceforth know we Him no more... no more.

"Therefore if any man BE IN CHRIST, he is a new creation (that’s the right

word here); old things are (not going to be) are passed away; behold all

things are become new."  See, this is God’s viewpoint, this is the viewpoint of

True Salvation. This was Paul’s viewpoint: old things ARE passed away,

behold all things ARE become new.

Now what are we talking about? IN CHRIST! We aren’t talking about the

trees and the flowers; we’re talking about IN CHRIST. Where is "all things

new"? IN CHRIST! "And all things are of God..."  Where?  IN CHRIST!
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"And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ,

and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation." I would to God that

believers today would go out in every direction and exercise the ministry of

reconciliation, which is IN CHRIST JESUS. The only way you are going to

reconcile somebody is in Christ. You can sit down at a peace table with them

until you all grow old and gray and die. The only peace table is the table

where you eat His Flesh and drink His Blood! Here’s the only place of divine

reconciliation, the only place of divine restoration; here’s the only place of

genuine resurrection - IN CHRIST! I don’t know why we’re not out beating

on every door in this community saying, "Come and dine! Come on, we’ve

got some meat you don’t know about. We’ve got some drink you don’t know

about." "Well, I’ve got my own church." I’m not talking about your own

church: I’m talking about meat and drink! IN CHRIST! Your next door

neighbor, the people on the job... Well, they’re Baptist. Who cares? Well,

they’re Pentecostals. Ok, but we’re talking about meat and drink! We’re

talking about reconciliation. We’re talking about a place where all things are

new. We’re talking about sitting down at the table of communion. With God

Salvation is not many people, but ONE NEW MAN IN CHRIST.

References:

2 Cor 5:16-17

Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have

known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed

away; behold, all things are become new.

Isa 42:9

Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare:

before they spring forth I tell you of them.

Ex 12:7-10

And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the

upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. And they shall eat the

flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter

herbs they shall eat it. Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but

roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. And

ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth

of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire.

John 6:51-58

I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this

bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I
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will give for the life of the world. The Jews therefore strove among

themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat? Then Jesus

said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the

Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh

, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last

day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth

my flesh , and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the living

Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he

shall live by me. This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as

your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall

live for ever.

What Does It Truly Mean ‘To Be In Christ’

It means that we, through the union of our soul with the spirit of Christ, have

been brought into a fellowship, a relationship that is so divine, that it only

exists between The Father and The Son. (Mat.11:27-30 vs.27)   It means that

as we were once in Adam, even so now by the work of the cross, we are much

more In Christ.  I say much more because Christ now lives In us.  We are not

merely one soul (as with Adam) but are One spirit with The Lord of Glory!

References:

Ex 15:17

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance,

in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the

Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established.

Matt 11:27

All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son,

but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to

whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

Ps 91:1

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the

shadow of the Almighty.

John 14:3,20

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you

unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also…At that day ye shall know

that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.
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1 Cor 6:17

But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

1 Cor 12:13

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or

Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into

one Spirit.

Eph 2:18-19

For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now

therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the

saints, and of the household of God.

Heb 2:10-11

For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in

bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect

through sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified

are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

It means that by union with Christ, we are the One body of One Lord, having

One Spirit and One God, Father of us all. (Eph.4:4)  It means that through our

union with Christ we have been gathered to the Place chosen and prepared of

God before the foundation of the world.

References:

1 Cor 2:9-10

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered

into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love

him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth

all things, yea, the deep things of God.

Eph 1:3-4

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us

with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath

chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy

and without blame before him in love.

We have been gathered together as One with Christ… in Christ.
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Eph 2:4-7

But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even

when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace

ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in

heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the

exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

We can clearly see the type and shadow of this reality in the feasts of Israel.

All of God’s dealings with Israel came down to this, “The times a year thou

shalt keep a feast unto me.” (Ex. 23:14-17)  He was saying, “Thou shalt

gather together in the Place that I have chosen.”  The penalty for violating

these feasts was “…that soul shall be cut off from among his people.”  That

soul would have no fellowship with ‘this’ company.

Every male of Israel will gather AT THE DOOR OF THE TABERNACLE

three times a year. That’s basically what it was - they will gather... where?

Under a shade tree?  No! At the door of the Tabernacle three times a year. In

type and shadow, in law and commandment God is showing that Salvation is

a gathering into ONE.  Jesus referring to this very Tabernacle said, " Destroy

this temple and in three days I will raise it up."  (John 2:19) The gathering of

the people is unto Him. (Gen.49:10)   God has designated a place where He

gathers His own; that He might show Himself, that they might grow up into

Him in all things, that they might become an expression of that reality in all

the earth.  How that thought in the last two hundred years has been reversed!

We are all looking for a mass exodus! But if you are IN CHRIST, you’ve

already had your exodus. Now you are at home! We are no longer pilgrims

and sojourners and strangers, but fellow citizens of the household of God.

(Eph.2:19)

What does it mean to "be in Christ"?  I want to read John 17 here.  So that we

may understand all of these references to "glory", let’s read the first verses.

"These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father,

the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee." Now

you know that He’s speaking there of The Cross, because He’s already said

that the hour is come that the Son of Man be glorified. But now He’s speaking

to His Father. It is in His Body, in His Resurrection that He is going to glorify

The Father. It is here by The Cross - His death, burial and resurrection that

The Son is glorified. "As thou has given him power over all flesh, that he

should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life

eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom

thou hast sent. I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work
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which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine

own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was."

That took place for Him in the Resurrection. That’s where the union that He

left was restored to its absolute fullness, in the Resurrection. It is where, He

who thought it not robbery, not a thing to be held on to, to depart from that

glory, to leave from that image, and make Himself a servant, and take upon

Him no reputation, and take upon Him the form of a man, and found in

fashion as a man, to become obedient unto death, even the death of The

Cross.  His expectation was GLORY! Not "going to" glory, GLORY Himself!

His expectation was fulfilled when He was raised from among the dead. And

our expectation is fulfilled when He raises us from among the dead.  For as

He is glorified of The Father, so He glorifies The Father in everything that

lives by Him!

Don’t talk to me about "glory" being a land somewhere! It is union with The

Son! Glorify Me with Thine own self. What do believers know about that

today? Nothing!  They are lied to across the top of most every pulpit that

exists.  They are never told that the glory is IN CHRIST! He is glorified in

His Father, and He glorifies His Father in those that are in Him. No wonder it

is The Father’s good pleasure to reveal The Son. The wonder is The Father’s

good pleasure that we are in The Son - called unto glory. Oh my! Now verse

9, "I pray for them; I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast

given me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I

am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the

world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those

whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are."

References:

Phil 2:5-11

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the

form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself

of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in

the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled

himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is

above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things

in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the

Father.
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Heb 1:3-4

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person,

and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself

purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; Being

made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a

more excellent name than they.

Col 3:1-4

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where

Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not

on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in

God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear

with him in glory.

Gal 1:15-16

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood.

Made Perfect In One

We don’t have time to really search these, but only mention them. These are

part of the reality of Being in Christ. I’m telling you it is not you and me

trying to be one; it is coming to see THE ONE THAT WE ARE.  That is the

only way it will ever work. Because we are not trying to go through the world

and manifest OUR oneness; we are set in the world to manifest HIS. Glory to

the Lamb of God! That’s His prayer: you’ll see it unfold as He goes on. Verse

21, "That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that

they also may be one in us; that the world may believe that thou has sent me."

What’s the world got to do with it? The world is where you MANIFEST this

reality! If you’ll permit me to say it this way: nothing is manifest in heaven.

Heaven is to be made manifest in the earth. Where? Everywhere, and in every

place. "Blessed be God, who always causes us to triumph in Christ, and

maketh manifest by us the savor of His knowledge in every place." (2 Cor.

2:14)

Oh, thank you Jesus! Verse 23, "I in them, and thou in me..." He said the

same thing in John 14. Then He was talking to His disciples, but now He’s

talking to His Father and He’s saying the same thing. " that they may be made

perfect in one..." We’re not perfect in many or as many; we’re perfect IN

ONE as One! What a relief it was when I saw that in the face of The Lord
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Jesus! We’re not perfect in many; we’re perfect in One. That’s when I quit

looking for perfect Christians and just started looking for hungry ones. And

this whole thing is that He may have a witness in the earth. I’ll be so bold to

tell you He doesn’t need a witness in the heavens, but in the earth. But He

doesn’t get it from many; He gets it from ONE. I know that almost sounds

paradoxical, but it’s true. Wherever you are, you are there as One, or you

have no business being there at all.

Editor’s Note: John 17:23- “perfect”, #5048 teleio/wteleio/wteleio/wteleio/w teleioo (tel-
i-o'-o); to complete, i.e. (literally) accomplish, or (figuratively)

consummate (in character):consecrate, finish, fulfil, make)

perfect. This is also seen in

Colossians 2:9-10, “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the

Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head

of all principality and power.

“Not I, but CHRIST who liveth in me." (Gal. 2:20) We talked about that. "In

every place maketh manifest BY US the savor of Him." Not I, but Christ...

how then could I be there? Paul said, "When I was with you, I was not..." He

goes on to define that by saying I was not in the power of my substance, I

was not in the wisdom of my own words, I was not... No, I was with you in

weakness and nothingness that your faith should stand in HIM! "That the

world may know that thou hast sent Me." Look at that in John 17:23, "...and

hast loved them, as thou has loved me. Father I will that they also whom

thou hast given me, be with me where I am..." See, He’s made that prediction

to them. He’s given them that assurance in John 14 because He is in the

physical sense about to be taken away from them.  He’s said, “as surely as

I’m going to be taken away from you, I’m going to come again and receive

you unto Myself.” Well, where was He going? He was going to death, He

was going to burial, and then He came back in The Resurrection, and He

received all that The Father had given Him unto Himself so that they could

be with Him, “where I am” and that they can behold My glory.

References:

1 Cor 2:1-5

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of

wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to

know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was

with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and

my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in

demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in

the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
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John 6:34,40,44,54

Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread… And this is the

will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on

him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day… No

man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I

will raise him up at the last day… Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my

blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.

2 Cor 3:18

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the

Lord.

Beholding the Glory of One

That’s the whole point of Salvation. The point of Salvation is not "going to

glory". The point of Salvation is BEHOLDING HIS GLORY! That’s the

point of Him going away, that’s the point of Him coming again, that’s the

point of Him receiving us unto Himself - that where He is, there we may be

also. "which thou hast given me; for thou lovest me before the foundation of

the world." Remember we looked at that: "who hath chosen US?" No! no!

Thou lovest ME before the foundation of the world. Paul got a hold of this

and said He’s chosen us IN THE BELOVED! Yes - IN HIM before the

foundation of the world. "And now, Father, as thou hast loved me before the

foundation of the world... to show that thou hast loved them... that they may

be in Me, where I am, and behold My glory." Verse 25, "O righteous Father,

the world hath not know thee: but I have known thee, and these have known

that thou hast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy name, and will

declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I

in them."

What does it mean to "be in Christ"? It means One Son.  It means we are One

New Man.  It means we are One House, One Temple, One City.  It means we

are One Body, and the Body of One.  It means we are One Kingdom and The

Kingdom of One, it means we are One Priesthood and The Priesthood of One,

it means One Glory and it means One Church! To "be in Christ" means we

are ONE. We are never going to know that until we see THE ONE in whom

we are; until we see THE ONE whose House, whose Body, whose Temple,

whose City we are, because He is The One Glory of it. He is The Glory of His

House, The Glory of His Temple, The Glory of His City. It is seeing Him that

we see Glory, and we express that Glory in the earth!
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References:

Isa 6:1-5

In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne,

high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the

seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with

twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto

another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is

full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that

cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am

undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a

people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.

Rev 5:5-14

And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of

Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the

seven seals thereof. And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the

four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain,

having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent

forth into all the earth. And he came and took the book out of the right hand

of him that sat upon the throne. And when he had taken the book, the four

beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every

one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of

saints.  And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book,

and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to

God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the

earth. And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the

throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten

thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud

voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and

wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every

creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such

as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and

honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and

unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four

and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.

The Expression of One

Look at the type, the promise and prophecy that is set forth concerning these

very things in the Old Covenant. In Exodus 4:22 God said you tell Pharaoh
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Israel is My Son. What He was really saying there was, “My Son is Israel.”

Do you want to know who Israel is? Israel is not a race, Israel is not a people,

Israel is My Son! That’s the reason He dealt with the Hebrews the way that

He did. He dealt with them as being representative of His Son in the earth.

But we are NOT dealt with as being representative of anything or anybody!

He lives in us! We live in Him! We are NOT His representative body; we are

The Only Body He’s got! Hebrews were representative, Moses was

representative, The Tabernacle was representative, Solomon was

representative, The Temple was representative. But now, THE SON IS

COME! It’s not about representation any more, it’s about MANIFESTATION

OF REALITY. And there’s a great deal of difference between those. You can

get some diplomat to go to some country and he comes in and says "I

represent the President of the United Sates." Well, okay, but you let the

President walk in... yes, things come to order quickly!

That’s just on an earthly level.  We’ve got a religious idea today, an idea in

the Church world today that all we do is "represent" Jesus; that we are His

representatives. No, the Hebrews were His representatives.  Moses was His

representative. We are His Living Body!  So see, you’ve got to know that

first. We ask why doesn’t that make a big difference in the world? Because

YOU, dear believer, have got to know it before the world does! I’ve got to

know it before the world does. All the world sees is ME!  I must SEE Him!

Oh, glory to God, we’re talking about The Reality of Being In Christ. Israel,

in God’s sight and God’s dealings, were One Son and One House. God was

NEVER after a bunch of Israelites; He was never after a nation of Israelites or

twelve tribes; not after prophets, not after priests, or after sacrifices, He was

after ONE ISRAEL, and He finally got it IN HIS SON. It is important to

notice that God did not say ‘My Son is an Israelite’ or that ‘ An Israelite is

My Son.’ Because God’s thought concerning Israel was never as many, but

always as ONE. God’s thought concerning you and me from before the

foundation of the world was never as many; it was always as ONE. And I take

strong exception to those who belligerently teach it otherwise. They teach that

before the foundation of the world God’s concern was upon the individuality

of "me", and make themselves something that they never were, and never will

be. God’s thought has always been towards ONE. By His Grace we are found

in that ONE, accepted in that ONE, having no life but that ONE. That’s what

Salvation is all about! So I say again, we are not here as representatives, but

as Divine expression of ONE.
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References:

Ex 4:22

And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my son, even

my firstborn.

Eph 1:22-23

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all

things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

Even My Firstborn

The Firstborn is the One raised up out from among the dead: the One raised

up by the glory and unto the glory of The Father.  There is only One

Firstborn, One ‘Only’ Begotten and we are one with Him.  We are the One

Body of the resurrection.  The only Body to be raised up “in the resurrection”

is the body of Christ.  “Israel is My Son.  The church is My Son.  The Body is

My Son… Even My Firstborn.”  The One seed which falls into the ground

and brings forth the muchness of Himself, the body of His fullness… THE

FIRSTBORN FROM AMONG THE DEAD! Amen!

References:

Ex 12:1-7

And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, This

month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of

the year to you. Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the

tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according

to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house: And if the household be too

little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it

according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall

make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of

the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: And ye

shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole

assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. And they

shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper

door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.

Col 1:17-18

And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head

of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead;

that in all things he might have the preeminence.
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John 12:24

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and

die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit

 John 15:1-8

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that

beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he

purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the

word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch

cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except

ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and

I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do

nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is

withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are

burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye

will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear

much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

Phil 2:5-8

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the

form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself

of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in

the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled

himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
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Part 3: One Lamb for One House/By My Spirit

Reality of Relationship

We are dealing with the reality of being in Christ, and we want to look at

"HOW?" How are we come to be in Christ? We have looked at the reality of

being in Christ and what it means to a believer to be in Christ. SALVATION

IS BEING IN CHRIST. But we are in Christ for a purpose, and the purpose is

the thing that must be realized, because the purpose has to do with

relationship. The thought and the theology of the believer’s position in Christ

is NOT a new teaching. It is a very strong part of the Calvinistic doctrine

started by John Calvin years ago. Martin Luther dealt with the reality of being

in Christ, but all of this was taught in a positional way; not in the reality of a

relationship. And a lot of "Deeper Life" writers have dealt with the believer’s

position, but somehow in their books, the believer is seen to be in more of a

position, than in the reality of relationship with Christ.  The emphasis is upon

the believer’s position, and the believer’s this and that. The emphasis comes

right back to one of individualism rather than one of the corporate reality of

Christ Himself, and in those books what is lacking is the REALITY OF

RELATIONSHIP.

Of course that reality is only made known with the revealing of The Son

Himself in you. And we must see the necessity of Christ being revealed in

you, and that revealing of The Son is necessary to any and all comprehension

of Spiritual Life. You can’t read more than the first three chapters of any one

of Paul’s epistles and not run into that fact. He always is dealing with the

necessity of spiritual comprehension: the necessity of knowing Christ, the

necessity of having the eyes of your understanding enlightened. And all of

that is by and through what Paul calls "the revealing of The Son in you"; what

Paul calls "the revelation in the knowledge of Him." It is necessary to the

understanding, it is necessary to the comprehending of Spiritual Life.

References:

Eph 1:15-19

Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto

all the saints, Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my

prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give

unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The

eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the

hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the
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saints, And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who

believe, according to the working of his mighty power.

Col 1:24-29

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of

the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:

Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is

given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath

been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his

saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom

we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that

we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour,

striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.

Col 2:1-3

For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at

Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; That their

hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of

the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of

God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of

wisdom and knowledge.

1 Cor 2:1-12

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of

wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to

know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was

with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and

my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in

demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in

the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. Howbeit we speak wisdom

among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the

princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God

in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world

unto our glory: Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they

known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written,

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,

the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath

revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the

deep things of God.  For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the

spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but

the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
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spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to

us of God.

2 Cor 3:18

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the

Lord.

2 Cor 4:6-7

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency

of the power may be of God, and not of us.

Phil 3:7-11

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea

doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge

of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and

do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not

having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through

the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may

know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his

sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might

attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

Gal 1:15-16

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood.

Relationship…The Expression of Oneness

What we are talking about now, though it is true and factual, and though it

cannot in the scripture be refuted in any way at all is, ‘you are IN CHRIST.’

Salvation is being IN CHRIST. And we have dealt with what it means to be in

Christ. It means that you are ONE; not many, but One. That is irrefutable, it is

a fact. But until these facts that are irrefutable become a relationship - a living

relationship with Christ, then that’s all they will be to you: irrefutable facts.

They will be things that you believe, but do not necessarily practice, do not

necessarily express one toward another, or in your community, or wherever

you are, because you only express RELATIONSHIP.  Our union with Christ
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is very much a marriage, but a true marriage, if it is to be expressed is

relationship. How do you understand that a husband and a wife are married?

Because they sit together on the same pew? Well, I know places where they

don’t! But the fact that you sit together is NOT expression.  How do you

know? Because of the relationship they express one toward another, and

because of the relationship they express to everyone else. It’s a living

relationship or it’s just a formal, social, legal arrangement. Now our marriage

is with Christ. It isn’t a formal arrangement - it is a LIVING

RELATIONSHIP. Consequently all that we are talking about can only be

expressed through a living relationship. It can not be accepted as a positional

teaching and have any affect on your life or in the world; it just becomes a

good, religious teaching. Many have set these truths forth from the scriptures,

and you see something you can not deny, but they do not find in themselves

the ability to live it, so now they are more confused than they ever were! You

confront them with Truth, but it is impossible to exercise.

References:

Matt 19:5-6

And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall

cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no

more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not

man put asunder.

Eph 5:23-32

For the husband is the head of the wife , even as Christ is the head of the

church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject

unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave

himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water

by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having

spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without

blemish. So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth

his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but

nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are

members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man

leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two

shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and

the church.

Rev 19:7-8

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the

Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted
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that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is

the righteousness of saints.

Rev 21:9-11

And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full

of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew

thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And he carried me away in the spirit to a

great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem,

descending out of heaven from God, Having the glory of God: and her light

was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.

2 Cor 3:6-4:1

Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter,

but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. But if the

ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that

the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the

glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away: How shall not

the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? For if the ministration of

condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness

exceed in glory. For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this

respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away

was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious. Seeing then that

we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: And not as Moses,

which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly

look to the end of that which is abolished: But their minds were blinded: for

until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old

testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when

Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to

the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with open face beholding

as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from

glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

The Son Must Be Revealed In You

So, I stress again, until The Son is revealed in you, the relationship of these

things that I am talking about, the relationship of being in Him, is not

effective in you because it is not brought there by a teaching.  It is not brought

there by the irrefutable evidence of the scripture. That relationship is brought

to you by God revealing His Son in you, and that is strictly and purely a Work

of The Spirit! What I am presenting to you is irrefutable evidence. I am
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presenting to you what the scripture teaches concerning the believer’s

relationship with Christ, but you and I must move into that relationship on our

own. No one can turn to see the Lord for you; no one can say, ‘Father, if this

is so, then I want to see Him’ - for you. No one can exercise a hunger for you.

You either want to see Him or you don’t. You either desire to know Him and

only Him or you don’t. You either want to walk in that relationship or you

don’t. So what I am presenting is either tremendous truth concerning living

relationship, or it is irrefutable scriptural teaching that will only frustrate you

more, because when you see it in the scripture you say this is the way it ought

to be. And if that’s not the way it is, then you get frustrated! I’m telling you

the end of your frustration is not turning to something else, or something less,

or putting your Bible up and saying ‘forget it!’ The end of your frustration is

SEEING HIM. It’s saying, "Father, Reveal Your Son in me. I don’t want to

take another step except it be in the light of the knowledge of the glory of

God in the face of Jesus Christ."

I feel that is necessary to say in light of this tremendous reality that we are

dealing with. And because it is such a tremendous reality it carries with it this

overwhelming, tremendous relationship, and it’s the relationship that makes it

real! And the relationship is based upon knowing a Person, because all

relationships are with a person. It’s hard to relate to a building, to a place. No,

you relate to people. We relate to a Person, The Person of Christ; not the

thought of Christ, not the teaching of Christ - The PERSON of Christ, the

very Spirit of Christ.

References:

2 Cor 4:6-7

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency

of the power may be of God, and not of us.

Gal 4:1-7

Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a

servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the

time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in

bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time

was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To

redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of

sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into

your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but

a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.



51

Matt 11:27-30

All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son,

but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to

whomsoever the Son will reveal him. Come unto me, all ye that labour and

are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of

me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Matt 16:17-18

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for

flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in

heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I

will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

The Adoption In Christ

So now, back to the study of The Reality of Being in Christ. Being in Christ

means that you are One - One Son, One Man, One House, One Temple, One

City, One Body, One Kingdom, One Priesthood, One Glory, One Church. The

scripture is full of references that deal with each of those. And each of those

words are denoting a RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. It doesn’t mean that you

are fifteen different things. It means that in Him the relationship is just that

great! You come to realize through The Father revealing The Son in you that

we are One Son. And what relationship is that? It brings you into a

relationship with God as FATHER that you have never understood, could

have never known or walked in before. And that relationship is accomplished

in you through The Father revealing His Son. There’s only one way that you

can know that God is your Father; there’s only one way that you can cry out

from the depths of your soul, "Abba, Father"; and that is when HE REVEALS

HIS SON IN YOU. With The Spirit of that Son, and the Voice of that Son,

and with the understanding of that Son, you are made to cry out, "Abba,

Father - God, you are my Father!"  There’s no other way you can do it! Oh,

you can say "Father, Father, Father..." We say it all the time.

But I’m talking about getting it somewhere past your tongue to where it

comes out of the depth of your soul.  Such a confessed relationship can only

come from the believer experiencing the Adoption.  Now, we have received

the spirit of adoption, but just what is the adoption?  By word definition

adoption (huiothesia #5206) means ‘son placement’ or ‘the placing of a son’.

As taught in the scripture it is The Father (God) giving recognition to His

Son, and the Son declaring His union with the Father.  For the believer the
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adoption takes place when the Father reveals His Son in you to be your very

Life, and by the very Spirit of that Son you are able to acknowledge God as

your Father.

References:

Rom 8:15-17

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have

received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit

itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if

children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we

suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

Gal 4:4-7

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a

woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that

we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath

sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of

God through Christ.

The whole thrust of this realization is not upward, rather downward.  It is into

the earth. It’s out of the heaven and into the earth! It’s not so much from the

outside in: it’s from the inside - out! The thrust is outward. The expression of

it - outward, but what are you expressing? Well, unless Christ is revealed in

you, you see these things and you express a good teaching. You CALL

yourself the House of God. But if that realization comes in the revealing of

The Son... you BECOME the House of God, you BECOME in the earth The

City of God, the gates of which are never closed day and night, and yet no

unclean thing can enter therein. You BECOME ministers of the reconciling

power of The Blood and of The Cross. See, these things cease to be subjects,

and become EXPRESSIONS OF CHRIST, and you live that way. The Body

of Christ is not a teaching any more, it’s a functioning reality in the earth. The

Kingdom of God is not a teaching any more, but a functioning reality in the

earth through YOU!  Your life becomes the expression of a realized

relationship with Christ. (Gal.2:20)

It’s a relationship! Oh, the relationship of realizing Christ as King of Kings

and Lord of Lords causes you to function as His Kingdom in the earth. It’s a

relationship; it comes out from you, because you are, in Christ irrefutably all

of these things! You ARE His City, you ARE His Temple.  You are His

Body, His Kingdom.  But are you listening to the word there, the only word
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that is common? HIS - HIS -HIS!  None of those things work without the

revealing of Him. His City has no light but HIM. His Kingdom has no King

but HIM. His Body has no head but HIM. It is in the revealing of HIM. So we

go from relationship to relationship to relationship... And it’s not so much that

we leave one relationship for another: that relationship is just enlarged into

another and another until we are functioning on the earth as we are in the

heavens. We are functioning in the REALITY OF BEING IN CHRIST. We

are expressing in the earth Salvation!

References:

Rev 21:10-11

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and

shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from

God, Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most

precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.

Isa 12:6

Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel

in the midst of thee.

One Lamb For One House

In the last lesson we looked at Israel being dealt with as One Son, and there’s

something else I want to bring into that. ONE LAMB FOR ONE HOUSE.

God is dealing with Israel, and in the type and the shadow of what we have in

Christ, God dealt with them not as many, but as One House, One Son. "Israel

is My Son"; and now to emphasize that the Lamb is introduced.  That is

tremendous because with you and me, The Church, The Lamb is introduced:

The Lamb’s wife, The Lamb’s bride, The Lamb’s city - The Lamb!

Let’s look in Exodus. Again, One Lamb for One House. If God has more than

One House, then He’s going to have to have more than one Lamb.  We know

that He has only One Lamb.  If He has only One Lamb then He has only One

House.  In Exodus 12 we see the Passover. This is their exodus out of Egypt,

but prior to this we have already read that God said something about Israel.

He told Moses to go tell Pharaoh that Israel is My Son: not "going to be", not

"one day shall be."  Israel IS My Son. And we said the Hebrews were the

representatives of that, but we are NOT the representatives of that. We are the

expression and the substance of that. But my point is, BEFORE the Passover,

BEFORE the Lamb is introduced, Israel is already identified of God as being

MY SON. And that is important to understanding The Truth concerning
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redemption, because most believers, though they are redeemed, do not

understand what has happened to them as The Redeemed of God and what

that means. They think it means that their sins are forgiven. But it doesn’t: it

goes far beyond that! Are our sins not forgiven?

Certainly, but we’re not dealing with forgiveness of sins here. We are dealing

here with The Lamb of God identifying Himself with One House by His

Blood and signifying that they are redeemed. What does it mean - to be the

redeemed of God? It means a whole lot more than just having your sins

forgiven. We’ve got to understand that, because it’s part of the whole picture

of the reality of being in Christ. We are told in pulpits across the land today

that all The Cross means is forgiveness of sins, and that’s not true. I saw a

sign not long ago, and I just wanted to go tear it down!  It was set up by well-

meaning Christians I’m sure, but the message was: God gives us hope.  I just

wanted to scream! No!   He gave the Hebrews hope: we’ve come to

SUBSTANCE!  He hasn’t given us a hope of Life: He is My Life!  He hasn’t

given me a hope of inheritance: In Him is my inheritance!  No, God hasn’t

given us hope: He’s given us substance!

However, across our pulpits that’s what we say. "Come to the Lord and get

your sins forgiven"  and that’s it.  Then one day you’ll get something better.

One day we’ll be in glory land, and one day... one day. That’s the same thing

Moses taught, that’s the same thing Abraham said, that’s the same thing the

prophets said. Don’t we understand that all that was looked for, all that was

promised, and all that was prophesied under the old covenant HAS BEEN

FULFILLED IN CHRIST, and if it hasn’t, we don’t have a Salvation? So the

biggest part of the Church world is declaring you don’t have a Salvation ...

but one day you will! Just hang on, hope...one day ... one day. Every time you

turn the television on you hear that, but what I want you to understand is that

every word is refuting the power of The Cross. Every word is saying that

Jesus fulfilled NOTHING. Do you know that out of the five offerings of

Israel that only one of them was a sin offering? Now are you going to tell me

that He only accomplished at His Cross one of the five offerings that God

accomplished by animals in Israel - and Jesus only fulfilled one of them?

No, Redemption is MUCH MORE - much more! So here we’re confronted

with Redemption. I just want you to see what is being redeemed here. Exodus

12:1-3, "And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt

saying, This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the

first month of the year to you. Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel,

saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a

lamb, according to the house of their fathers, A LAMB FOR AN HOUSE."
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Why is it said that way? Because God only had ONE LAMB and He saw

Israel as ONE HOUSE. He goes on to explain this: every house has got to eat

all of the Lamb. "Except ye eat my flesh and drink my blood, ye have no life in

you." (John 6:53)  All of Him - you don’t just take a nibble! A Lamb for a

House. Therefore in the type everything that was designated a house... what

designated it a house? The structure? No sir, the structure didn’t designate it

because if a household didn’t have enough people in it to eat the lamb, they

had to combine with another household so that they had enough people there

to eat the lamb. "Enough to eat the lamb" designated what the house was, and

it’s the same designation today - ONE LAMB FOR ONE HOUSE! And He is

great enough for the whole household!

What determines whether you are in the household or not? You are in the

house by eating the lamb and drinking the blood.  What is the mark of the

household?  The blood of the lamb upon the door-posts and down its lintel.

What did God do through this? HE REDEEMED UNTO HIMSELF A SON.

There is a tremendous truth of redemption here, but my point now is that

everything that is of reality in Christ has been aforetime set forth in type and

in shadow.  None of it has been left out in Christ Jesus. Redemption is a

reality.  God has redeemed a Son, and that Son has redeemed His House.  As

Moses was servant, so Christ is son... Over what? Over His Own House!

Glory to God! Let The Redeemed of The Lord say so! Redemption is of a

Son, even a firstborn Son. We are not redeemed as many; we are redeemed

OUT OF MANY UNTO ONE!

References:

Rev 14:1-4

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an

hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their

foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and

as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with

their harps: And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and

before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but

the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the

earth. These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins.

These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were

redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.

2 Cor 1:20

For all the promises of God in him are yea , and in him Amen , unto the glory

of God by us.
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Heb 3:5-6

And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of

those things which were to be spoken after; But Christ as a son over his own

house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of

the hope firm unto the end.

Our Strength, not in Being Many, but in Being One

Revelation chapters 5-10. When you read that you will see that the Redeemed

are not many. They are redeemed OUT OF many: out of every nation, out of

every kindred, out of every tongue. They are redeemed unto ONE. They are

made unto Him A Kingdom and A Priesthood. Not kings, not priests, that is a

mistranslation. They are made a Kingdom and a Priesthood. They are made

ONE HOUSE OF THE SON. This is the redemption of The Lord, and this is

the purpose of The Blood of The Lamb.

When God allowed Israel to be numbered, it was not for measure of strength

or might or power. Remember David made a fatal mistake on that line. The

Lord had already established that the number of Israel is not their strength. "I

The Lord God am their strength, their buckler and their shield. I AM the

strong, mighty tower.” (Ps. 18) Well, David found that out and wrote a song

about it! Yes, but the first thing he did was decide to see how powerful we

are, so go out and count my warriors; go out and count the mighty men. And

his captain even trembled and said, let’s not do that! But David said, go do

what I told you to do, and do it quickly. You know the story: he had three

choices of retribution. Thank God he fell into the arms of The Lord!

I want to tell you something friends, if you come up to a choice of retribution,

or a choice of being dealt with, always choose THE CROSS! Don’t choose

being turned over to men. Men will devour you and leave your bones

scattered out on the face of the earth! You go to THE CROSS! God will slay

you, but He will bring you back into His Son; He’ll bring you forth in the

reality of His Son, and His love and His mercy and His truth. At least David

woke up in time to take that choice. Numbering?  You are not finding your

strength in numbering. The whole Church world today has adopted that

theology: that our strength is in our number. Today, for far too many

Christians the emphasis is on the many. Recently there was a situation, a

young man was involved in an automobile accident and people were asked to

pray.  I heard someone say that they were ‘believing’ God, and He had to

come on the scene because SO MANY were praying.  I thought, well, it only

takes ONE! We think we’re going to persuade God by the power of many.
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The whole idea is what offended me: not that many were seeking The Lord,

not that many were lending support. But I knew by their statement that these

folks were not doing it as one, but as many; thinking that it was in the power

of many. But there isn’t power in many; the power is IN ONE! When will we

ever get a hold of that? The power is in ONE - not many. I have no doubt in

my mind and heart that whatever little success I may have in ministry is due

to those to whom and with whom I am joined in The Lord. If there is any

enlargement of my voice, it is through them. And "my" voice is lost, and

"my" this and that is lost in it, and it becomes the ministry of Christ! I have no

doubt about that. I have no illusions about individuality - none whatsoever. I

understand that God sets certain ministries or expressions of Christ in The

Body for this or that, but one is not worth a plug nickel without the other one!

One can not survive without the other, except in the illusion of their own

imagination.

Reference:

Judg 20:1,8-11

Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation was gathered

together as one man , from Dan even to Beer-sheba, with the land of Gilead,

unto the Lord in Mizpeh…And all the people arose as one man, saying, We

will not any of us go to his tent, neither will we any of us turn into his house.

But now this shall be the thing which we will do to Gibeah; we will go up by

lot against it; And we will take ten men of an hundred throughout all the

tribes of Israel, and an hundred of a thousand, and a thousand out of ten

thousand, to fetch victual for the people, that they may do, when they come to

Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the folly that they have wrought in

Israel. So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, knit together as

one man .

2 Sam 24:1-2,10,12-14

And again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he moved

David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah. For the king said to

Joab the captain of the host, which was with him, Go now through all the

tribes of Israel, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, and number ye the people, that

I may know the number of the people… And David's heart smote him after

that he had numbered the people. And David said unto the Lord, I have

sinned greatly in that I have done: and now, I beseech thee, O Lord, take

away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly… Go and say

unto David, Thus saith the Lord, I offer thee three things; choose thee one of

them, that I may do it unto thee. So Gad came to David, and told him, and

said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt
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thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that

there be three days' pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I

shall return to him that sent me. And David said unto Gad, I am in a great

strait: let us fall now into the hand of the Lord; for his mercies are great: and

let me not fall into the hand of man.

Baptism

We need to understand, the power is not in the many (and when I say "many"

I mean the individual many.)  It is in The One!  That’s where it is. When

allowed to be numbered it was not for measure of strength or power, but it

was that all may be seen as One. You can read that in the book of Numbers.

The Levites weren’t numbered; they were representative of the whole. And

the whole encamped around about them, and they encamped around about

The Tabernacle. And Israel functioned as One House, and as One Son. We

have to understand that: the measuring was not for measure of power, but that

all may be seen (that is, see themselves) as One Israel.

Moving to another part of this realization. How come we to be IN CHRIST? I

said that it was by BAPTISM, but what a baptism that is! And in looking at

this we need to look at something in Zechariah, in Haggai and in Hebrews.

First Zechariah 4, with direct reference to this latter, this greater, this more

perfect tabernacle, which is The Church, this greater glory. With direct

reference to this end, God spake these words. Remember Zerubbabel was the

one basically and primarily in charge of the recovery of the Temple and

actually the City of Jerusalem, because the Temple and the City were part of

one recovery. After the Babylonian captivity, Zerubbabel is seen there as a

strong type of The Lord Jesus Christ. And then there are ministries of Christ

that are seen: all of which are necessary to a full recovery of The Testimony

of God in the Tabernacle and in the City. And all of these ministries were

joined to Zerubbabel: ministries such as Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Ezekiel, and

even Jeremiah. But you must see that these are all the ministries of Christ.

These were ministries that were joined to what God set the hand of

Zerubbabel to accomplish.  If you do not see that, then it doesn’t make any

sense!

Reference:

Num 8:18

And I have taken the Levites for all the firstborn of the children of Israel.



59

Ministry with Eternal Purpose

So, there are these ministries of Christ, and they are continually and

constantly working toward the recovery of The Testimony of God in the earth

through the Temple and the City, “which Temple” and City YOU ARE in

Christ! These ministries (or what they represented in type) should be

continually at work in the church today, but we have this erroneous and

misconceived teaching called "five fold ministries", all of which has done

nothing in the way it is conceived and taught.  Except they exalt each one of

those ministries ABOVE Christ Himself. That’s what always happens when

man gets a hold of the wrong end of the stick! But there are ministries OF

CHRIST, just like there were those attached to Zerubbabel, but it was for one

thing: they were all moved upon by One Spirit for one thing – Nehemiah,

Ezra, Daniel. They were all coordinated for one thing, and that was the

recovery of the Temple and the City; the recovery of The Temple in

Jerusalem; the RECOVERY OF GOD’S TESTIMONY IN A PEOPLE. And

so works the true ministries of Christ today, because He has finished the

Work, and His ministries work to bring you and I into the reality of that. A

recovering - recovering us to what? TO A FINISHED WORK! To what was

lost but now is recovered IN CHRIST JESUS.

The Church - New Jerusalem

And every true ministry of Christ in The Body of Christ has primarily that

purpose. Why?  So that, Jerusalem may be a light in the midst of the world!

So that, the gates of New Jerusalem shall not be closed day or night.  So that,

a River of Life will flow out from New Jerusalem into all of the earth.  There

isn’t anything flowing out until The Testimony of God is recovered in you,

and you... and me.  He has set ministry for the purpose of that recovering, that

the City may become a ministry in the earth; that The Body may become a

functioning reality in the earth; that a River of Life may continually flow out

and bring healing to the nations. There isn’t anything coming out of a sick

household with a Testimony of God pillaged, lost, and replaced with futurism

and individualism! That’s exactly what happened here in the Babylonian

campaign.  For seventy long years, more than a whole generation, there were

people born in Babylon who had never seen the Temple of Solomon, never

saw Solomon, and didn’t know who he was!



60

References:

Ezek 47:1-9

Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house; and, behold,

waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the

forefront of the house stood toward the east, and the waters came down from

under from the right side of the house, at the south side of the altar. Then

brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the way

without unto the utter gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold,

there ran out waters on the right side. And when the man that had the line in

his hand went forth eastward, he measured a thousand cubits, and he brought

me through the waters; the waters were to the ankles. Again he measured a

thousand, and brought me through the waters; the waters were to the knees.

Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through; the waters were to

the loins. Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river that I could

not pass over: for the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that could

not be passed over. And he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen this?

Then he brought me, and caused me to return to the brink of the river. Now

when I had returned, behold, at the bank of the river were very many trees on

the one side and on the other. Then said he unto me, These waters issue out

toward the east country, and go down into the desert, and go into the sea:

which being brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed. And it

shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever

the rivers shall come, shall live: and there shall be a very great multitude of

fish, because these waters shall come thither: for they shall be healed; and

every thing shall live whither the river cometh.

Rev 22:1-2

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding

out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and

on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve

manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree

were for the healing of the nations.

By My Spirit

But this is it: Zechariah 4:6-9,

"Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord

unto Zerubbabel, saying NOT BY MIGHT, NOR BY POWER, BUT BY MY

SPIRIT, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. Who art thou, O great mountain?

Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the
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headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. Moreover the

word of the Lord came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid

the foundation of this house: his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt

know that the Lord of hosts hath send me unto you."

I’m telling you that our heavenly Zerubbabel has not only laid the foundation

in Himself through His death, burial and resurrection; He has finished the

Work! This is the thing that we are part of! And the ministry of The Lord is to

bring that to its full recognition and full comprehension of the thing that is

FINISHED. Here’s my point: this is a Work of The Spirit. Haggai says that

this latter house has GREATER glory than the former. To understand that you

have to go to 2 Corinthians 3:6-18 where Paul says we have come from this

glory, the glory of the former: to the glory of the latter. In verse 18 he finally

says "coming from glory to glory": that is the glory of the old administration

to the glory of the new; the glory of Moses to the glory of Christ Himself;

from the glory that fadeth to the glory that never fadeth! WE HAVE COME!

But you see that glory is only known with the revealing of The Son. When

does the glory fill The House? When The Son is revealed! That’s the reason

for the reference in Haggai and in Hebrews 12:22-29 which shows you that

WE ARE COME. We are come to that place! We are come from the first to

the second.

References:

Hag 1:1-8

In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the

month, came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the

son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the

high priest, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This people say,

The time is not come, the time that the Lord's house should be built. Then

came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it time for you, O

ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste? Now therefore

thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways. Ye have sown much, and

bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled

with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages

earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes. Thus saith the Lord of hosts;

Consider your ways. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the

house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.

Hag 2:2-9

Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to

Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people,

saying, Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how
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do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? Yet

now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of

Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the

Lord, and work: for I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts: According to the

word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit

remaineth among you: fear ye not. For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once,

it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea,

and the dry land; And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations

shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. The

silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. The glory of this

latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and

in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.

Heb 3:1-6

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the

Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; Who was faithful to

him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. For this

man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath

builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every house is

builded by some man; but he that built all things is God. And Moses verily

was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things

which were to be spoken after; But Christ as a son over his own house ;

whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the

hope firm unto the end.

Heb 12:22-13:1

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the

general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven,

and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, And

to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that

speaketh better things than that of Abel. See that ye refuse not him that

speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much

more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from

heaven: Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying,

Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet

once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of

things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace,

whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For

our God is a consuming fire.
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One Spirit- One Baptism
Now - "It’s not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of

hosts."  We are in Christ by the Work of The Spirit. We’ll look at a few

references to this. "But by MY SPIRIT saith The Lord."  This whole process of

you being in Christ, and growing up in Christ is a Work of The Spirit. 1

Corinthians 12:12, "For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all

the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ."

Here there is not a denying that The Body is made up of many: the denial is

that The Body is many.  THE BODY IS ONE!  There is no denying that you

and I are in Christ - certainly we are. The denial is that it is "you" and "I" in

Christ, rather than HIM; because here it is, “not I, But CHRIST liveth in me.”

That’s only something that you can realize in the face of HIM. When He’s

revealed in you - that "not I" becomes the greatest thing in your soul. NOT I -

BUT CHRIST! " For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether

we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free: and have been all made

to drink into one Spirit." ONE SPIRIT. "Whether we be Jews or Gentiles..."

Why is it said that way? By one Spirit we are all baptized into One Body. It

doesn’t make any difference at the time of that baptism into One Body

whether we were Jews or whether we were Gentiles; or whether we were

bond or whether we were free - it didn’t make any difference! Why? Because

we know IN CHRIST we are neither Jew nor Gentile, we’re neither bond nor

free; we’re ONE NEW MAN! Now, what happened?

What happened in baptism? Something had to happen in baptism! We started

out a Jew and a Gentile, bond and free, male and female. We started out that

way. But in The New Body we are NOT Jew or Gentile, etc. And that’s not

just a change of mind; that’s not just a change of teaching. Something took

place in baptism that we’re not being taught about in the Church world.

Something happened. Baptized here by ONE SPIRIT! ‘Well, He can’t take

me, I’m a Gentile.’ It doesn’t make any difference! ‘I’m a sinner, I’m this...

I’m that...’ It doesn’t make any difference - He’ll baptize you too! ‘I don’t

really need to be baptized.’ He’ll baptize you too! It doesn’t make any

difference who or what you were before baptism... One Spirit - One Baptism.

Something happened.

Here in the raising up, in The Resurrection there’s no more Jew, no more

Gentile. ONE NEW MAN. What happened? Romans 6 happened. Here’s

your baptism. Verses 1-4, "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin,

that grace may abound? God forbid, How shall we that are dead to sin, live

any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were BAPTIZED

INTO JESUS CHRIST were BAPTIZED INTO HIS DEATH? Therefore we

are buried with him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up
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from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in

newness of life." Don’t you understand that when you were baptized into Him

you were baptized into HIS DEATH? ‘I thought I was baptized into His

Life?’ No - you thought wrong. You were baptized into HIS DEATH. You

are raised in His Life, and He’s the power by which you are raised up:

quickened together, raised together, seated together! No - you are baptized

into His death, and that by the Work of The Spirit.

So Many as were Baptized…Into His Death

We know because of that, there is neither Jew or Gentile, but One New Man;

because the Jew and the Gentile are baptized into His death. They simply

don’t come out again! "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you

free." (John 8:32) You need to know the Truth of your baptism. Now the

TRUTH of your baptism is not just me making a statement about it. The Truth

of your baptism is Christ Himself! You are only going to realize baptism in

the revealing of The Son. How is that?  Well, when God reveals His Son in

you, He does it in a divine order of comprehension. And He is first your end,

and then your beginning. There is an order to The Spirit. That’s the reason

The Spirit is the One that does this and not some man. The order is revealed

in you. Now we know that when one died, all were made to be dead; all men

were reckoned dead - all men died with Him. Well, that’s true, but all men

have not been baptized into His death. That’s the difference! Their very soul

has not been baptized into His death.

What’s the very first thing you do in redemption? You enter into His death.

The blood is upon the door-posts, you can’t stand outside and just look at it.

You enter in, and then you eat His flesh.  Under the old covenant they weren’t

allowed to drink the blood, because the blood only speaks of Christ.  But now

In Christ we eat the flesh and drink the blood. But you enter in; you surrender,

you CHOOSE that death as your own death, you identify with Him in that

death in your very heart. That’s what it means!

Wouldn’t it be something if across the pulpits of every Church around the

world today, if ministry was saying this? Rather than just saying: ‘How many

of you want to come and receive Jesus as your Personal Savior and go to

heaven one day? Come on down here, and we’ll pray with you, and have you

sign a card, and we’ve got a packet for you’ and then just "teach them" into

being a Christian. That’s not what happens. Paul is bringing these Romans up

to that. "Don’t you understand something? Don’t you know that as many of

you as were baptized into Christ were baptized into His death? Don’t you
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know that?" He ends that statement in verse 11 saying seeing all of this to be

true, then “reckon yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but ALIVE UNTO

GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.”  That’s the reckoning of

faith, but we won’t deal with that now.

The Resurrection

Baptism, it is in 2 Corinthians 5:14-17. "When one died - all died." We

reckoned this: this is a judgment by which we judge. The love of Christ

constraineth us to make this judgment: when one died, all were proven to be

dead, all were made dead, all died with Him. Then you have the "wherefores"

and the "therefores", and "whereas", but it all comes to verse 17. Now, having

established this: "If any man is going to BE IN CHRIST, he is a new

creation." But how is it that we come to be in Christ as a New Creation?

THROUGH BAPTISM INTO HIS DEATH - that’s how we come to be there.

That we may be quickened together, and raised together, and seated together

in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.  That is the resurrection!  The whole thing

is IN CHRIST JESUS! Not out of Him or other than Him.  It is IN HIM!

The Resurrection is not many: not many bodies - it is ONE. Jesus says, "I AM

The Resurrection." He did not say I do resurrections. I AM The Resurrection -

that is, the raising up, and I AM The Life, that is, The Living One. I AM The

Promise, and I AM The inheritance. The promise to Israel was resurrection.

The inheritance was Eternal Life. Jesus says, “I AM!”

He presented Himself to Israel as that Resurrection they had been waiting on

and they denied Him. The pitiful thing is that in the last 200 years the doctrine

of dispensationalism has come up, to where now the majority of the whole

Church world is denying the reality of that same Resurrection that Israel

wouldn’t accept. They wanted a material resurrection - raising up of bodies

and the overcoming of the Romans and setting up in the earth of a material

temple as Solomon had done. Jesus kept telling them a greater than Solomon

IS COME! I haven’t come to reproduce what Solomon did. If that was so

great, how did it get torn down in the first place? No - My Kingdom is not of

this earth. My Kingdom is Eternal, it’s everlasting! And I AM The

Resurrection. I AM the raising up of it, I AM the standing up of it, I AM THE

RESURRECTION! It is IN ME that you are raised up, restored, reconciled -

IN ME! And I AM THE LIFE. I AM The Living One! No man liveth but by

ME! Not many.... ONE!
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References:

2 Cor 5:14-17

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died

for all, then were all dead: And that he died for all, that they which live

should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them,

and rose again. Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea,

though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him

no more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things

are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Matt 27:53

And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city,

and appeared unto many.

Rom 6:5-11

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be

also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is

crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we

should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead

with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ

being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over

him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth

unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but

alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Phil 3:10

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of

his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.

Matt 12:42

The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and

shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear

the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.
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Part 4: The Image of The Beast

We want to talk now about the image of the Beast. In our last lesson we were

dealing with ONE LAMB FOR ONE HOUSE - The Truth of Redemption,

and in Revelation chapter five we have the Redeemed of The Lord singing to

Him. Revelation 5:6-10.  "And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne and

of the four beasts..." This in the original is "the four living ones", so as not to

confuse them with the image of the beast later on in this book. The four living

ones represent The New Creation in Christ Jesus. "... and in the midst of the

elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes,

which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth." Christ

standing in His fullness as The Lamb of Redemption! He has redeemed a

Household by His Blood. "And he came and took the book out of the right

hand of him that sat upon the throne.  And when he had taken the book, the

four beasts (living ones) and four and twenty elders fell down before the

Lamb..."  Now, we have to understand that the book of Revelation is full of

Old Testament phraseology, because this letter is written to the Church during

a time of great and awesome tribulation; the conclusion of which comes about

70 A.D. with the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, and the kingdom of

Judaism.

References:

Num 14:30-32

Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware to make

you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of

Nun. But your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in,

and they shall know the land which ye have despised. But as for you, your

carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness.

Taking Away the First to Establish the Second

That destruction came as the Lord said it would come in Matthew 23 and 24.

These are "the last days" spoken there. It is the last days of The Old Covenant

Israel, the last days of Judaism; certainly not the last days of The Church.

THE CHURCH DOESN’T HAVE ANY LAST DAY! We are in the EVER

LIVING DAY! But there were "last days" spoken of by the prophets, and that

during those last days there would be a great and tremendous restoration, a

great and tremendous resurrection, and that a NEW ISRAEL would come

forth. Well, that did take place - IN CHRIST JESUS, and The Church came

forth in that reality. So, this book is not futuristic at all, but it is a letter
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written to the Churches of that time who were scattered, who were under

tremendous persecution. Please, remember that many of those Churches had

very strong Jewish backgrounds, and John here, more than Paul, ministers to

those of Jewish background. Paul ministers mostly to those of the Gentile

background. So while this letter is a letter of confirmation, and a letter of

comfort to the Churches, it is a letter of REBUKE to national Israel. And

what is being seen here is exactly what is talked about in Hebrews. What is

being seen here is the taking away of the first, and the establishing of the

second.  All of this is based upon THE WORK OF THE CROSS. What Christ

finished at The Cross is played out in the next generation, the next forty years.

Do you remember when God dealt with Israel in the wilderness? Everything

in the Old Testament is a type of that which takes place in the New Covenant.

Remember when Israel was called out of Egypt by the Blood of The Lamb,

redeemed as a Son, and then refused to walk in faith? It took forty years, it

took a generation. In forty years the first Israel died, and the second Israel was

raised up and went in as The Son, and in type, claimed the inheritance of The

Son.

While one was dying out, another was being raised up, and it was going on

simultaneously. There was a death, and a resurrection; a literal destruction, an

utter destruction - and a restoration, being raised up.  All of that was during

forty years. Well, we see this again, and Peter even writes to the Church who

is waiting for this, because they are under severe persecution from Judaism.

You can look at the first part of the life of Paul when he was Saul of Tarsus -

he wasn’t going around blessing Christians! No, no, they were being taken

out and killed, and it was a terrible time. And finally it became so bad there at

Jerusalem that the words of Jesus were understood and hearkened to, and they

got out! They were up on the housetops, and they left! So much so, that

history tells us through Josephus (who was a Jew) and others, that when

Jerusalem fell in 70 A.D. (after the time of the greatest persecution and the

greatest slaughter that had ever come on the earth, the Jews were literally

boiling and eating their own children!) – not one Christian was found there!

The Beast that Israel the whore rode upon turned and literally devoured her

out of existence! Titus brought in teams of oxen: he tore down the temple,

pried up the temple floor, and plowed it according to the prophets so that it

looked like a plowed field!  Titus sent the stones away! This man had a hatred

that could not be matched for the Jews, and literally destroyed that whole

thing. And Josephus says that when that happened, during that time not one

single Christian remained in the city of Jerusalem - not one, because they had

hearkened to the words of the Lord. But it was concerning this time that this

letter was written as a comfort to the Church, and to show the Church that
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what God was doing was bringing an end to the first, and that the second

would emerge victorious, and would come as it were, out from God, out from

the heavens, and fill the earth, declaring THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS

COME!

References:

Heb 10:9

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that

he may establish the second.

Eph 3:21

Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world

without end, Amen.

Rom 9:6-8

Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all

Israel, which are of Israel: Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham,

are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is, They

which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the

children of the promise are counted for the seed.

Gal 6:16

And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy,

and upon the Israel of God.

Matt 23:37-38

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them

which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children

together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would

not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.

Matt 24:1-2

And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to

him for to shew him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, See

ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one

stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

John Gill –

"...it is remarked by several interpreters, and which Josephus takes notice of

with surprise, that Cestius Gallus having advanced with his army to

Jerusalem, and besieged it, on a sudden without any cause, raised the siege,

and withdrew his army, when the city might have been easily taken; by which
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means a signal was made, and an opportunity given to the Christians, to make

their escape: which they accordingly did, and went over to Jordan, as

Eusebius says, to a place called Pella; so that when Titus came a few months

after, there was not a Christian in the city ..."

C.H. Spurgeon –

"The Christians in Jerusalem and the surrounding towns and villages, "in

Judea ", availed themselves of the first opportunity for eluding the Roman

armies, and fled to the mountain city of Pella, in Perea, where they were

preserved from the general destruction which overthrew the Jews. There was

no time to spare before the final investment of the guilty city; the man "on the

house-top" could "not come down to take anything out of his house", and the

man "in the field" could not "return back, to take his clothes." They must flee

to the mountains in the greatest haste the moment that they saw "Jerusalem

compassed with armies "(Luke 21:20)."

That’s what the letter says. There’s nothing mysterious about it until you try

to put it ahead in the distant future and try to figure out what that’s all about.

It’s about what the rest of the Bible is about: taking away the first and

establishing the second. It’s about what John’s other epistles are about: taking

away the first, and establishing of the second. But during his exile he wrote

this, and that’s why there’s so much typology involved in it, because he’s

using the very typology and language of the prophets. For instance, the four

and twenty elders, there were 24 orders of the priesthood.  Not many

Christians have been taught that, and in Old Covenant Israel that represented

the Church in the wilderness, and that’s what these elders represent. It’s 24

because there are 24 courses of service in the priesthood. And Ezekiel saw

these living ones, and declared these living ones to be One Heavenly Man,

One New Man in heaven. You see that in the first chapter, and this one is

after the image and likeness of the glory of God. And the whole book of

Ezekiel refers back to that first chapter. Even in the fortieth chapter when he’s

talking about the Temple of God, and the City of God, he is referring to this

One that he saw; the glory of God coming into that Temple.

We find all of that here, and in the midst of it all, giving all of it identity,

stands THE LAMB. It is Lamb and The Lamb’s Bride, it is Lamb and The

Lamb’s City. It is The Lamb that is being talked about here.  It is put in

different kinds of wordings, and unless you are familiar with Old Covenant

usage and prophecy, you really don’t understand this.  It’s a shame that the

Church today has not been made aware of Old Covenant roots, because the

New Covenant is the fulfillment of the Old. And if you completely cut the
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Old away, then you don’t know what The New Covenant is a fulfillment of.

You see them as two separate things rather than one coming to its end and

being fulfilled in the other. And that’s all that is being said here. That’s the

setting here, and involved in all of this is verse 9 and 10.

References:

Ezek 1:28

As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the

appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the

likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I

heard a voice of one that spake.

Ezek 40:3

And he brought me thither, and, behold, there was a man, whose appearance

was like the appearance of brass, with a line of flax in his hand, and a

measuring reed; and he stood in the gate.

"And they sung a new song..." because they represent The Redeemed. It

comes right out of verse 8; from " the four beasts and four and twenty elders

fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials

full of odors, which are the prayers of the saints." And they sang a new song,

and they are identified as The Redeemed, as The Redeemed of The Lord. But

we have these prophetical terms, four living ones and the elders simply to

show Israel, if nobody else, and the Christians that came out of Israel, if no

one else, that YOU ARE the fulfillment of that of which the prophets spoke!

It has been fulfilled in Christ. YOU are The Redeemed of The Lord. These

courses of the priesthood are fulfilled in Christ, because He says, "Who hath

made us a Kingdom and a priesthood unto our God." But here’s my intention:

Verse 9, "And they sung a new song, saying Thou art worthy to take the book,

and to open the seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and HAST REDEEMED US

TO GOD by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and

nation." And that was true: it was true at that time.  Now my point is this, we

are not redeemed as many: we are redeemed OUT OF many, UNTO ONE.

Redemption is of a House, The Redemption is of a Son, and that Son is The

Redeemer of His House. See, we’re not waiting to be a House: by

Redemption we ARE The House of The Son!

The book of the Revelation is a book written to The House of The Son. That’s

the reason it starts off showing The Son in His majesty, and then it begins

with the taking away of the first and the establishing of the second. And it

ends with the second having been established in the earth, the City of God
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whose gates are not shut. Well, YOU are The City of The Lord, and out of

that City flows The River! Wouldn’t it have been wonderful if in the last 200

years The Church would have been taught that? Instead of becoming some

kind of religious order, it may have actually become an expression of Christ

in the earth! Not redeemed as many, but OUT OF many, unto ONE.  Here’s a

little example: a master builder goes to a pile of bricks, and he selects out of

that brick pile, that which he will use to build his house. And he selects

according to his purpose and vision; and his purpose and vision is not to

select a bunch of bricks so that he can have another brick pile. He’s not just

moving bricks around! That isn’t his vision; that isn’t why he selects. That

isn’t why we’ve been redeemed of The Lord. His Vision is for a House. So a

transition takes place in His Hands. Once He lays His Hands upon a brick, a

transition begins to take place in His Hands, and the end of that transition is

that the brick becomes a house. When we see a brick building, I don’t think

anybody looks at it and says, what a wonderful pile of bricks! Aren’t they

beautiful bricks! No, bricks have lost their whole image; a transition has taken

place, and what was a brick is now a house. What was many is now one.

GOD CAN NOT LIVE, DOES NOT LIVE IN A BRICK PILE, but in a

House, and He has taken us for that reason. Now you may say that the

strength of the house is in the brick, but really, the strength of the brick is that

house. How easily a single brick can be broken, how easily a single brick can

be moved about and carried away.  Not so with the house. He has redeemed

us out of many, unto Himself as a House, and He is The Son over His Own

House. The strength of the House is The Lord, and the strength of the brick is

The House.

Let’s look at something now in the book of Daniel. We need to understand

that what is accomplished in Christ was once and for all accomplished, and

then continues to be true throughout eternity. Everything of the prophecy of

Daniel comes to be realized in Christ, accomplished in Christ, to be made

manifest in The Church; and yet the spiritual law is there, the spiritual reality

there continues on. Wherever there is something that rises up in the image of

the Beast, the answer to that is THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB. Whether it

rises up in my heart, your heart, or out in the world - the answer is The Blood

of The Lamb, because the answer was in the first place fully and finally The

Blood of The Lamb.  So, it continues to be that way. The problem today is

that so many don’t understand that.  So, they are yet looking for these things

that have happened, and have been fulfilled in Christ, to happen and be

fulfilled; rather than understanding these things have been fulfilled and they

are yet being fulfilled, and will be fulfilled any time that same image, or that
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same spirit rises up. It rises up as an enemy of The Cross, an enemy of The

Lamb. And the answer to it is The Cross and The Blood of The Lamb.

References:

Heb 10:20-22

By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil,

that is to say, his flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God; Let

us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts

sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

1 Peter 2:4-5

To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but

chosen of God, and precious, Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual

house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God

by Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 4:17

For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it

first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of

God?

The Road to Babylon

We’ll look in Daniel 3; see what this puts you in mind of. This is in the land

of Babylon. What has happened? According to the prophet Jeremiah and also

the first part of Isaiah’s prophecies, Israel has forsaken The Sabbath. The

Sabbath is CHRIST! God has warned them time and time and time again. He

warned them but they have had a succession of Kings come up after Solomon,

and only two or three of them even honored The Lord to any degree! And

those that did raise up and try to bring about a restoration in the land came up

short of having a full restoration. They went part of the way, but never went

the full way.  We may just liken that to The Reformation period. You all

realize that about the third century A.D. the whole concept of Christ and the

reality of Christ was LOST - was lost! And The Church moved its center to

Rome: took the center out of Christ, because it had always been Christ

centered. They didn’t have any earthly city: Jerusalem had been ransacked,

the temple had been torn down. Now Christ had raised up His Own Temple,

and His Own City, and that was to be the center of worship throughout the

world, CHRIST HIMSELF!  Wherever believers were gathered, they were
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gathered there IN CHRIST, as Jerusalem, in The Temple of God. But that

whole concept was lost. It looked like Rome had all become Christians, but

that was only in word.

Loss of the Scripture

Try going back and looking through history. What happened was, the Church

became a "State Church". It eventually became the Church of Rome, and you

know where that went. But what happened was the whole Church went into

darkness, to what is even called by historians "The Age of Darkness" ie…The

Dark Ages.  What few writings of what we call the Bible that there was, were

either destroyed or hidden in monasteries, taken away from the people.  There

were not any Bibles like we have now. They were just taken away; and that’s

always the first onslaught of the enemy. When Israel went into Babylon the

same thing happened. Do you know that Ezra, when he was raised up of the

Lord for the recovery at the end of that 70 years, was a scribe?  While Daniel

was praying, the Lord told him the 70 years was ended, and at the same time

The Spirit of God moved upon Cyrus to make a decree.  At the very same

time The Spirit of God moved upon Ezra, and he began to get him a

collection of people to go back.  Then, for the first few years he couldn’t even

find a Levite that wanted to go back! The whole scripture had been lost, but

Ezra was a scribe. Historians tell us that Ezra himself searched out, found,

and recovered the writings that had been lost.

Ezra presented Israel with its first full volume of the scripture - The Torah,

The Law and The Prophets that Israel had had in 70 years, and Ezra himself

wrote 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah. Ezra wrote that, and added

that to what was existent up until that time, and Ezra presented it to Israel. So

what had happened in Babylon was that the scripture had been lost. Well,

today we’ve got Bibles on every coffee table, but the true testimony of the

Scripture has been lost! It’s been lost through so many translations; it’s been

lost through so many explanations. The Testimony of the Scripture has been

lost! In our days we had the first Gulf War and other things came about and

Bible sales sky rocketed. Do you think people are going out buying Bibles so

they can search the Scripture for Jesus? No, they are lied to by preachers who

tell them go out and buy a Bible and you can see what’s "going to happen".

The truth is you can read here and see what’s ALREADY HAPPENED! The

Bible is not some spiritual Oji board. You go there to search the Scriptures;

you go there to see Christ! Scripture is lost; The Testimony of The Scripture

has not been fully recovered in the Church to this time. One of the greatest
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burdens of my heart is that we do something about recovering The Testimony

of the Scripture, and setting forth the Scripture in the volume of Truth to

God’s people who have a hunger for The Truth - as The Truth is in Jesus.

References:

2 Kings 12:2-3

And Jehoash did that which was right in the sight of the Lord all his days

wherein Jehoiada the priest instructed him. But the high places were not

taken away: the people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places.

Neh 8:1-6

And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street

that was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring

the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded to Israel. And

Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and

women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the

seventh month. And he read therein before the street that was before the

water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the women,

and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive

unto the book of the law. And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood,

which they had made for the purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, and

Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right

hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and

Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. And Ezra opened the

book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and

when he opened it, all the people stood up: And Ezra blessed the Lord, the

great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their

hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the Lord with their faces

to the ground.

Ezra 1:1-3

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the

mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus

king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and

put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God

of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged

me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there

among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to

Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel,

(he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem.
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Ezra 6:3-5

In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made a decree

concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the place

where they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be strongly laid;

the height thereof threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore

cubits; With three rows of great stones, and a row of new timber: and let the

expenses be given out of the king's house: And also let the golden and silver

vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of the

temple which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be restored, and

brought again unto the temple which is at Jerusalem, every one to his place,

and place them in the house of God.

Ezra 7:10

For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and

to teach in Israel statutes and

Ezra 8:15

And I gathered them together to the river that runneth to Ahava; and there

abode we in tents three days: and I viewed the people, and the priests, and

found there none of the sons of Levi.

Isa 1:4,13

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children

that are corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy

One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward…Bring no more vain

oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths,

the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn

meeting.

Jer 17:21-27

Thus saith the Lord; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the

sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem; Neither carry forth a

burden out of your houses on the sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but

hallow ye the sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers. But they obeyed not,

neither inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not hear,

nor receive instruction. And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto

me, saith the Lord, to bring in no burden through the gates of this city on the

sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do no work therein; Then shall

there enter into the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the throne

of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their princes, the men of

Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain for ever.

And they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the places about
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Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from the plain, and from the

mountains, and from the south, bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and

meat offerings, and incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise, unto the house

of the Lord. But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and

not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the

sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour

the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.

Dan 9:1-3

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes,

which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; In the first year of his

reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the

word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish

seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. And I set my face unto the Lord

God, to seek by prayer and supplication, with fasting, and sackcloth, and

ashes.

Image Worship

Israel was there in Babylon. Babylon means mixture; and it is a mixture of

RELIGION. Babylon was simply a very large, religious system, and it

tolerated a mixture. You could worship God however you wanted to. Do we

understand that when Israel was taken captive, that they weren’t enslaved,

they were appointed places in government? You read that with Daniel and the

three Hebrew children. The problem came when they refused to worship the

image of the Beast.

However, look how many other Israelites did; because we only read of three

being thrown into a fiery furnace, and we only read of one - Daniel, being put

into the lion’s den. What happened to the rest of them? When the music

played - they fell down! That’s what happened. They were given "religious

freedom". It’s this curse of individualism I’m talking about. The Church

today has become a bastion of religious freedom: ‘worship God after your

own choice.’ That’s true, and it’s to the point that if you dare to stand up and

have any personal declaration of faith at all, you’re called a heretic! You rock

the boat, but there is at least one image in all of this, that everybody does

worship. As long as we all agree on that image, then we can agree to disagree

on everything else.  What is this Image which so many worship?  I am

coming to the answer to that.
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Reference:

Dan 2:48-49

Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and

made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the

governors over all the wise men of Babylon. Then Daniel requested of the

king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of the

province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

Recovery in Part

After Solomon died, these kings were raised up. You can read about them and

see some were for this, or that, and some were just wicked, but none of them

really brought Israel back to The Sabbath. They were offering their sacrifices

on hills, and under trees. But God had said, "No, you bring it to the door of

My House.’" Why? Because that represented CHRIST. I hope you can see

what I’m saying because we are in the midst of it today. He has drawn us unto

One House; we want to worship God in our own house, in our own way. So

we’ve built our altars here and there, on this hill and that hill, just like Israel

had done. They forsook The Sabbath.

The Reformation started with men like Martin Luther, John Wesley, and they

were wonderful men, just like some of those kings who came after Solomon

were. But not Luther, not Calvin, not any of the reformers brought the Church

back to the Revelation of Jesus Christ - not one of them. They created a

"Protestant Movement", a movement that protested against the Pope! The

Protestant Movement has NEVER been in the revelation of Jesus Christ; it

has been in a protest against the Pope. And a few fragments of the gospel

were recovered, but not The Person of The Gospel Himself! You look at it in

history, and now you look at it several hundred years later, and you see the

results of it. Is there in actuality, in visibility, is there One Church, gathered in

the earth? Is there? No! There are denominations, and everybody has their

own church. Where did that come from? It came out of the reformers. It came

out of Calvinism and Wesleyism; it came out of the reformers, because none

brought the Church back to the Revelation of Jesus Christ - not one of them!

And Martin Luther does some of the strongest writing on the reality of The

Cross that you will ever hope to read, and yet, he still did not bring the

Church back to the Revelation of Christ - he didn’t do it.

We have today, several hundred years later, what represents the Church, but

the foundation of it was a PROTEST, not a Revelation of Jesus Christ. Now

that’s just history, but that’s what we have today nonetheless. We have got a
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religious system that is an absolute mixture, and yet it all bows to the name

"Church" and "Christianity".  Yet no one says the same thing, nobody

believes the same things; nobody truly preaches A True Oneness WITH

CHRIST.  All of that reality has been gathered up and placed in a far distant

future, where it will be different "over there". But I’m telling you, it’s

different now IN CHRIST! If the eyes of our understanding were enlightened,

and we could see Him - it’s different here! And it’s been different here since

The Resurrection.

The Image

Daniel 3:1, "Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height

was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the

plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent

to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the

treasurer, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to

come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set

up. Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers,

the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces were gathered

together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had

set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then

a herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and

languages, That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp,

sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship

the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up." When the music

starts.... the worship begins! "And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth

shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet,

flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the

nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that

Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up." Do you know what they called it? They

called it "Christianity" Not really... they could have though, because that’s

what it’s called today, Christianity. That wasn’t what it was called in the first

century, but today it’s called "Christianity".  All languages and all nations, all

mixture, and they all worship one image. One image. They made a god out of

that image. We read here of the three boys who would not bow down, and

were thrown into a fiery furnace. Verse 24, " Then Nebuchadnezzar the king

was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors,

Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered

and said unto the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four

men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the
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form of the fourth is like THE SON OF GOD." In the midst of all of that

worship, in three men there was a manifestation of THE SON OF GOD!

Hallelujah!

The only thing the fiery furnace hurt was the men that threw them in it! Don’t

be afraid of the fiery furnace! It is THERE that Christ appears! The point is:

do you think God would let that occasion go by? He had to have somebody

who stood for Truth in the midst of it, in order to exemplify Himself. In the

midst of all that religion, in the midst of a religious worship.... hundred,

thousands of Israelites were there! As well as people from all over the world

that had been brought into Babylon. And right in the midst of that - not with

300, not with 30, not with 3,000, not with 3,000,000 - with 3 men, God

manifested His Son! That ought to tell us something, because all of the rest of

it is done, it’s gone, it’s over with, it’s passed away, it’s ashes, it’s turned to

dust... and THE SON OF GOD REMAINS TO THIS DAY! No wonder Jesus

said where two or three are gathered together... See, The Lord never just said

anything to be saying it. "Where two or three are gathered together in my

name, there am I in their midst."  (Matt. 18:20) That points right here to this

story. It points right here to this reality!

Reference:

Dan 3:22

Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace

exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach,

Meshach, and Abed-nego.

The False Prophet

Revelation 13. The events that are talked about here have primarily taken

place. A condition rose up and God dealt with it, but any time that condition

rises up, God deals with it the same way. He dealt with it then; He’ll deal with

it now. He does it the same way. Verse 11-15, " And I beheld another beast

coming up out of the earth..." Now there are two beasts mentioned here in

Revelation. The beast of the sea represents the Roman Empire which was at

its height and the last Kingdom that Daniel saw.  That last Kingdom was to

fall by The Kingdom of The Son - which it did.  The beast of the earth, of the

land represents the nation of Israel. It raises up out of the earth, out of the

land. It describes national Israel. National Israel still said at that time, ‘we’re

the children of God. This is the temple of God, we’re the priesthood of God.’

They were killing Christians as infidels. They took on this false form of The

Lamb. "...and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon." And
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at this time there was a new power to Israel, and that’s why Rome began then

to hate the nation of Israel through all the political turmoil, and ended up

turning on it and destroying it. "And he exerciseth all the power of the first

beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to

worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. And he doeth great

wonders, so that he maketh first come down from heaven on the earth in the

sight of men; And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by means of those

miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them

that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which

had the wound by a sword, and did live."

This is when natural Israel turned to the support, and made alliance with the

Roman Empire, and the image of the Roman Empire. "And he had power to

give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both

speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast

should be killed." This is the same thing that we see over in Daniel. It’s the

same idea; it’s the same spirit, the same thing. It is this RELIGIOUS ORDER,

and it was directed against the Church. All of this was for the eradication of

The Church - The True Church. This was for the eradication of those who

were the followers of The Lamb, and there was the joining of Judaism and

Romanism for that. And you see that mixture in the feet of the clay and the

iron. And there was the joining together for the stamping out of Christianity.

But - The Kingdom of God prevailed! The Kingdom of God prevailed then,

and The Kingdom of God prevails now! The Kingdom of God was NEVER

an earthly Kingdom; it is not now an earthly Kingdom. It is a Kingdom to be

manifest in the earth, but it is not an earthly Kingdom. It never has been!

THE BEAST - the image. Religion took on an image. Again you see the

image, and it was given a voice; it had a great voice that went throughout the

land. It had a great sound; they gave life to it, they gave voice to it. You have

to - it has NO LIFE of its own, it has no power of its own. The thing is just

like what Nebuchadnezzar built. If you quit giving voice to it - it will become

dumb! If you quit giving life to it - it will die! If Christian people would quit

serving it - it would go away! The image would have no power: the image

wouldn’t have millions and billions of dollars spent if Christians would quit

serving it! They give voice to it, they give life to it. It has to be pumped up; it

has to be kept up, and those that won’t serve it are killed - cut off!

Reference:

Dan 2:37-45

Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a

kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of
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men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given

into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of

gold. And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another

third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the

fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces

and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in

pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters'

clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of

the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry

clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the

kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest

iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men:

but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.

And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom,

which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other

people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it

shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of

the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the

clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king

what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the

interpretation thereof sure.

The Image of the Invisible God

Turn now to Colossians.  We’ll read about a different image. Colossians 1:13-

15, "Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated

us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his

blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE

GOD, the firstborn of every creature." And how does this all finally end up in

verse 18? "And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning,

the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he might have the preeminence."

The firstborn from among the dead, the only begotten of God, The Head in

the beginning, of His Body, The Church, that in all things HE might have the

preeminence. There’s a different image talked about here. HE IS THE

IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD. Remember that! You don’t have to give

that image a voice: the image has a voice! You don’t have to give that image

life: that image IS LIFE! Now Colossians 2:9. We’re still talking about the

same one that he started talking about in the first part of the letter. "For in

HIM dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in

HIM, which is the head of all principality and power."
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Now Ephesians. The same thing is being said here. Ephesians 4:11-15, "And

he gave some, apostles, and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and

some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of

the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; Till we all come in the

unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,

unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that we henceforth be

no more children..." Children - who dance to the flute and fall down to the

music! "...children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of

doctrine, by the slight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait

to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things,

which is the head, even Christ."

Romans 8:18, "For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time..."  Paul

was talking about THAT present time; the time during which John is writing

the book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ - that time, those days; the days of

severe persecution, the days when Judaism is joining allegiance with Rome.

"...are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in

us." Now verse 29, " For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to

be conformed to THE IMAGE OF HIS SON (Who is the image of the invisible

God), that he might be the firstborn among many brethren." It’s not an earthly

image that we are to be conformed to.

Someone told me years ago: “You sure don’t look like a preacher.”  Well, I

just shook their hand and said, “Blessed be the name of God!” That is an

image I’ve been seeking to get all of my life and I’m glad to know I finally

have arrived!’ What is a "preacher" supposed to look like? We have our

"image" and you are very wrong if you think we don’t worship it! I had once

heard from a young man with whom The Lord had been dealing through

meetings we had. I knew The Lord was bringing him to a revealing of the

Son, but he was in a time of a fiery furnace, and The Son hadn’t quite

appeared yet. And the fires were getting hot, but I told him that’s all right: the

hotter the fires get, the sooner The Lord will appear. But evidently I didn’t

give him enough "comfort". There were others that came along and

"comforted" him. And he broke off communication and the sharing we had.

Someone had come along and comforted him and made a "Bishop" out of

him. That boy wasn’t even ready to preach the gospel yet, let alone be an

overseer of anything! What happened was he was taken out from where he

was, and he said, I’ll just worship the image. So they let him out, and he

worshipped the image! The sad thing was that I knew that God had dealt with

him, and I knew it wasn’t going to work. And it didn’t - it turned out very

tragically! Oh friends - the image demands this... the image demands that.

The image. But God has predestined us to be conformed to THE IMAGE OF
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HIS SON, not an earthly image. That’s not an earthly image. "That HE might

be the firstborn among many brethren."

References:

1 Cor 15:47-49

The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.

As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly,

such are they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the

earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.

2 Cor 4:3-5

But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this

world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the

glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your

servants for Jesus' sake.

Seeing Christ as He Is

1 John 3:1,2, "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon

us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us

not, because it knew him not." The first verse explains the second verse. The

world knoweth us not. He’s already said we are sons of God, but the world

knoweth us not. Then he repeats it. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God,

and it doth not yet appear (it is not yet apparent, it is not yet seen, it is not yet

made manifest) what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we

shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." I take great exception with

the dispensationalists who try to put that in the future.

John is writing that to the Church at that time with regard to a particular truth

that he is trying to get across to them, and that is that NOW are you sons of

God, NOW Christ is your Life, and it is the world that doesn’t understand

that. It was not made apparent in the world at that particular time as it would

be made apparent. And it’s the same time of severe persecution. "...for we

shall see Him as he is." And what the correct translation of this says is:

"When you see Him, you shall see and understand that you are like Him. Now

the world can’t see that, but when YOU see that, when YOU see Him, then

YOU will understand that you are like Him, because YOU see Him AS HE

IS." Notice that: not as He will be. No, because you see Him AS HE IS. When

you see Him, you see Him as He is.
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1 John 4:13, "Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he

hath given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father

sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall confess that

Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. And we have

known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that

dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our love made

perfect (brought to maturity), that we may have boldness in the day of

judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world." The world has not

recognized it, it has not been made manifest, but when you see Him as He is...

you shall be like Him, for you see Him as He is. And he goes right on in his

letter and says, "because as He is, so are we in this world." Chapter 5:11-12,

"And this is the record that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in

his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God

hath not life." Then verse 20, "And we know that the Son of God is come, and

hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we

are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and

eternal life."

Bearing His Image

The Church is inseparably joined with Christ in His Resurrection. It is a

matter of seeing Him as He is, and manifesting that reality in the earth - that

the world might know. Now there are some who have accused me of wanting

to destroy "The Church". Why would I possibly want to destroy that which

Christ has made us to be? But I am out to destroy the image of the Church.

Now - listen carefully, because The Church is to be the express and manifest

IMAGE OF CHRIST. But rather, The Church has taken to itself the image of

ITSELF, and Christians are required to worship that image; and if you do not,

or will not, you are thrown immediately into the fiery furnace! I talk to too

many Christians today who are bound to that image, and if you are honest,

you have to agree. You can argue with me, but you can’t refute this truth.

Where would this image be revived? This image of Nebuchadnezzar that kept

Israel subject to it –  God told Daniel this is going to happen.  National Israel

themselves, when confronted with Christ, became that very image in the land,

because they would not come to their end, they would not accept The Cross,

they would not accept Christ. So they became that very image that they

worshipped in Babylon. They gave power to that image; that image was

aligned with the Beast, just like Nebuchadnezzar, because it was there that

Daniel saw all of those kingdoms and wrapped them all into one huge image.

It’s a religious image! The image of RELIGION! It was in Babylon, it was in

Judaism, and now that image has come forth, has risen up again in The
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Church! Well, it always does, it always has. In history that’s where it comes

forth. Why? Because God’s people forsake their Sabbath, they forsake THE

REALITY OF BEING IN CHRIST, and they forsake their Sabbath!

References:

Mark 2:28

Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.

Israel had forsaken their Sabbath in Babylon. National Israel forsook their

Sabbath. Jesus stood up and said, "I AM The Lord of The Sabbath!" They

forsook their Sabbath there, and they created an image, gave it a voice, and

they aligned it with a Beast. It’s a religious image! And where would it come

forth again, except in a religious setting?  History shows you how that

happened, but now the image has got voice, the image has got life. Christians

go TO Church, because they have no comprehension THEY ARE The

Church. I’m not talking about burning buildings: I’m talking about getting rid

of the image, and not worshipping the image of religion, because the Church

is in love with itself, and not its Head. It worships itself; it has taken to itself

its own image, and sees itself as being the fairest in the land. And it has

created a gigantic image, that if you dare not worship... it is fiery furnace time

for you!

I am out to destroy the image, if I’m out to destroy anything. "However, you

shall know THE TRUTH..."  (John 8:32) What I’m out to do is rescue the

captives. The Truth destroys the image, it always has. And if the image is not

destroyed in anybody but you, then I’m thrilled! I’m not on a campaign to do

away with organized religion. You are never going to do away with it. But

there are some captives in there that can be rescued - by a manifestation of a

TRUE IMAGE: not an earthly image, but the True Image of The Son of God.

The Church is to be an expression of that image. You can take this into your

life and let it mean for you what the Lord desires for you - this business of

"image", because the Lord certainly deals with me about "image". He deals

with me about that personally, and also in relation to our fellowship; that it

not become another earthly image. I deal with people all the time, and they

are sick of that. While they don’t have any other image to worship but that,

they are sick of that image because that image offers no rest, it offers no

peace, it offers no Life. It has no Life to give - you have to give life to it! It

has no voice - you have to give it voice! Christians are just working

themselves to death: serving and worshipping it, and giving it life, and giving

it voice, and keeping it going.
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Until what they worship is that image. They worship The Church, and The

Church should worship The Lord! Oh, we have worship services... come on.

It has taken an image of its own.  I’ll also just tell you this: if we bear the

image of the one, we will not, and indeed CAN NOT bear the image of the

other. And this cuts both ways. That is to say we can not bear the image of

"The Church" and be an expression of Christ at the same time.  We can not

bear the image of Christ; that is, be an expression of Him, and bear the image

of “the Church”. Please, hear what I’m saying: I’m not trying to destroy the

Church. No, just THE IMAGE that The Church has taken upon itself, and

worships as itself, and has twisted the scripture and theology to fit that

pattern. It has taken on the image and says God has a special place just for us;

rather than understanding that The Church IS the special place that God has -

it’s IN CHRIST!

So, we have countless numbers of believers out here following after the voice

of an image, and never hearing The Voice of The Son. We think that’s all

right, and under the umbrella of that image we can all agree... to disagree,

because we all worship the same image. They make bumper stickers and put

that on our cars, but it’s NOT all right! That thing has the nature of The Beast,

and The Beast whose nature it has devours it every day! Look at the lives of

Christians... devoured by that nature. Look at the lives of ministries...

devoured by that nature. Their whole program is to give life to the image, to

prop up the image.  The worst thing about it is that they put the name of Jesus

on it! And then they’ll ridicule and condemn you if you don’t support it and

give everything you’ve got to it to keep it going just one more day. But The

Kingdom of God doesn’t need "my" help to keep going one more day!

Hallelujah! It doesn’t have one foot in the grave and another on a banana peel

about to fail if I don’t draw out all my money and give it to it!

Yes, we support; yes, we give; yes, we lay down our lives, but there’s a

difference in doing that in desperation, and doing that out of love of Truth.

The image created desperate people, and desperate people do desperate

things.  In one ministry after another ministry you will see it in all that

worship the image. I don’t know how it all got to be that way; I just know it is

that way. I know that image is there; it is undeniable that it is there! The early

Church fought this battle with the forces of Judaism for forty years, and we

face the same battle today with the forces of organized religion. I said that I

am not out to destroy The Church.

No one can destroy The Church - no one can do that! The Church which is the

very body of Christ is safe and secure in Christ Jesus! All we need do as The

Church is speak The Truth as The Truth is in Christ, and that’s what destroys
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the image. So, I’m not on some personal crusade to stop organized religion,

but I am out to destroy the image of it in your hearts, in my heart, by bringing

into our hearts the image of The Son of God; to be conformed to THAT

image, and to become an expression of THAT image. That is not an earthly

image, but an image to be expressed in the earth. And it has no earthly form.

No, don’t ever be afraid to turn loose of something for something better.

Don’t ever be afraid to do that because it can just become a form, having no

life in it. So I stress again, the image into which we are being conformed is

NOT an earthly image, but the image of THE SON HIMSELF, Who is the

image of The Eternal Father. And it is that image - the image of Truth itself,

the image of Life itself that we are to express in the earth. "Ye shall know The

Truth, and The Truth shall make you free." (John 8:32)

May we consider these things in our hearts, and consider which image we

serve, which image we support, which image we bow down to when the

music starts. May we consider these things together. May the Lord reveal His

Son, because the True image is the image into which we are to be conformed,

that He might be Firstborn among many brethren. Amen.

References:

Rom 8:28-30

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to

them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did

foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son,

that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did

predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified:

and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

2 Cor 3:18

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the

Lord.

Matt 16:17-18

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for

flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in

heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I

will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.



89

II. Having Our Being In Christ By Covenant

Part 1: Covenant

Relationship by Covenant

We will be looking at our glorious Salvation – of our being in Christ. Now

there was a time when we were not in Christ. “But now in Christ Jesus…”

Paul says in Ephesians 2 in talking to the Gentiles that there was this time

when you were aliens from God. Peter says  there was a time when you were

not a people. Paul says you were afar off, not having God, without hope… but

now in Christ. We are contrasting here not only the two conditions, but the

two worlds, and the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. The Old Covenant

was enforced upon those who were not in Christ. And that Old Covenant

stayed in force until Christ came. But IN CHRIST the Old Covenant has no

significance; it is not relevant, because there is a NEW Covenant altogether.

These Covenants were understandings given of God. It was impossible to

have a relationship with God under the Old Covenant unless you knew the

Old Covenant. It was written in stone, it was written on parchment; it was in

types and shadows; it was in offerings and ceremonies – the Old Covenant.

And unless you knew the Old Covenant, and abided by the Old Covenant, you

had no relationship with God. The relationship was by Covenant. The

relationship was not by being in Israel, the relationship was by Israel walking

in Covenant.

References:

Ephesians 2:11-13

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are

called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh

made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from

the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise,

having no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye

who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

1 Peter 2:10

Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which

had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
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Obedient to Covenant

It wasn’t enough to be in Israel; you had to be obedient to the Covenant. In

fact, if an Israelite was not obedient to the Covenant, then they were put out,

they were excommunicated from the people – set aside. So my point is that it

wasn’t enough to be an Israelite born, even an Israelite circumcised, because

the circumcision was the sign of something – of a Covenant. You had to keep

the Covenant, you had to understand the Covenant. Well, we come here to

Christ. We who are in Christ must walk in Covenant. But here the Covenant

is NOT Law; here the Covenant is an understanding given of God: an

understanding given of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Here the Covenant is

an understanding given of God concerning HIS SON. Here the Covenant

comes when Christ is revealed. He is the LIVING WORD of the LIVING

COVENANT, but there is no way that you can walk in Christ, grow in Christ

except by Covenant – the understanding of God working in you.

References:

Leviticus 7:20

But the soul that shall eateth of the flesh of the sacrifice of the peace

offerings, that pertain unto the Lord, having his uncleanness upon him, even

that soul shall be cut off from his people.

Genesis 17:10,11

This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed

after thee: every man child among you shall be circumcised. And ye shall

circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant

betwixt me and you.

2 Corinthians 4:6

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Jesus Christ.

Romans 2:28,29

For he is not a Jew which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision,

which is outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and

circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose

praise is not of men, but of God.

And unfortunately there are many believers who are in Christ, in a New

Creation, but living by an Old Covenant, and it is just confusing! They are
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living under an old comprehension of God. They see themselves as distant

from God, they are looking for a city… and on and on. They have come to

Christ, they have passed from death to life, but they are not in New Covenant;

the New Covenant is not written in their heart. And that only happens when

the Holy Spirit reveals Christ in you.

References:

Hebrews 11:10

For he (Abram) looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and

maker is God.

John 5:24

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him

that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but

is passed from death unto life.

A State of Being

But now we are going to look at how we came to be in Christ. How did we

come from not being in Christ to being in Christ? You weren’t always in

Christ – so how did we come to be in Christ? We’ll look at two places in the

Old Covenant: Haggai and Zechariah. Our Salvation is the reality of BEING –

it is a state of being. Salvation is not just merely a state of mind; it is not just a

state of heart. It involves that, but it is a state of being. Maybe we have come

to a condition of the heart that agrees with our state of being. We have a lot of

people trying to get a condition of heart, a change of heart without

comprehending a state of being. They are always “trying to be a Christian”,

“trying to be more like Jesus”: having no comprehension that Christ is their

Life at all! Trying to get to heaven – trying. I know Christians who just work

themselves to death! I know people who just love the Lord – Spirit filled –

who just work themselves to death. No rest, no peace – just trying, trying,

trying to please the Lord, trying to do what Jesus wants. They are trying to

make Salvation a state of mind without ever realizing it’s a state of being.

Salvation is first a STATE OF BEING. Then the Covenant is written in our

hearts; but the Covenant agrees with something. So what does the Covenant

agree with?



92

A Reality

The Covenant agrees with something that is real. The Gospel that Paul

preached; the Gospel that we preach is not a figment of religious imagination.

It is the declaration of Truth as the Truth is in Christ. I’m not trying to make

anything so; if it’s not so, I can’t make it so. I’m not trying to make

something real. And when I speak I’m not really even trying to convince

anybody that anything is so. I’m simply speaking out of a REALITY. I speak

out of a state of being, and I really believe that he that hath an ear to hear –

will hear; and eyes to see – will see; and a heart to receive – will receive, but

what I’m telling you is this Life of Christ is NOT a difficult Life for me – it’s

LIFE. It’s not difficult to Live – Christ lives! Christ is my Life – He Lives! I

see Christians today that are having such a hard time, and I’m wondering

why? Now I know that the world is a hard place: it’s full of liberals and idiots

and bigots, and bureaucrats, and I know it’s a hard place.

Reference:

John 16:33

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the

world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome the

world.

Christ is Life

But that has nothing to do with my Life! That has nothing to do with my

being in Christ. And I haven’t found Christ to be a hard Life. I have found

Him to just be Life – period! And everything else is simply not Life. You can

live there and walk there, but I’m telling you it’s NOT Life. And it will kill

you: it will wear you out because it’s not Life. BUT NOW IN CHRIST…

They looked at Brother Paul and said he had a hard way. Brother Paul said, “

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” (Romans 8:19) That

is not one day off in the sky – IN CHRIST JESUS! “Christ in you, the hope

of glory…” (Colossians 1:27) “… which shall be revealed IN US.”

Life Lives

“ For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21)

Understanding “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live, yet not I, but
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Christ liveth in me…” (Galatians 2:20) I am declaring to you: LIFE LIVES!

Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life…” (John 11:25) Life lives! So-

how did we come to be in Christ? Salvation is a state of being: it is a state of

being IN CHRIST. And it is a literal translation. The word “in” in the Greek

is an inclusive word, and it means ‘a relationship of rest.’ And according to

the Biblical definition of being “in Christ”, you and I are not in this building

unless we were whatever this building is actually made of. What the building

is made of, is IN the building. And that’s the definition of being “in Christ”.

Christ is not some place you are: Christ is what you are; and who you are –

His Body, His Tabernacle. It’s not some place you are, but a state of being.

And nothing can move you out of Him because He’s not a place, but the

Being whose Body you are.

Recovery

How did we come to be in such a reality? How did we come to be in Christ?

We are going to look in Haggai and Zechariah, but I have to give you a little

background here. Haggai and Zechariah were writing to Israel during the time

of the recovery. Israel had been 70 years in Babylon, but they are now being

recovered. The Temple is being rebuilt, the City is being rebuilt, the

Testimony of God in the earth is being recovered – first in the hearts of a

people, and then at the hands of that people. His Testimony is being

recovered, and He has a ministry for that, and part of that ministry are these

two prophets among others. And so they are speaking to that recovery. But

the wonderful thing about this is that Haggai, Zechariah, the last chapters of

Isaiah and Jeremiah, Ezekiel and other prophets – though they are speaking

with regard to this recovery, they are all speaking beyond this recovery to one

that is yet to come. There has been something lost, and they have gone into

captivity, and now they are rebuilding the Temple of Solomon, rebuilding the

City of Jerusalem, and the Spirit of the Lord stirs up these prophets to talk

about “when” – when it shall not be a rebuilding of Solomon’s Temple, but an

Eternal Temple. It will not be a repair of the Old Jerusalem, but a New

Jerusalem, and the prophets begin to speak of that.

The Plan of God

And they do that to encourage the people in the Work, but they are speaking

beyond that. They are speaking to let them know this is in type and shadow;

this is a foretaste of what is yet to come. Now this is what is going on here.

Haggai 2:5, “According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came



94

out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not.” The Spirit of

God is always working toward the purpose of God; always working toward

the will of God. Here the Spirit moved upon men, but He spoke of this: these

prophets prophesied, but they didn’t know the time of their prophecies. They

knew they spoke beyond themselves, but they didn’t understand how far

beyond. But the Spirit of God that moved upon them did. And even when

they were in Babylon for 70 years, God is saying here, ‘yet My Spirit

remained with you, because though you left, though you went into captivity,

though you forsook the Tabernacle, My Spirit did not forsake the Tabernacle;

My Spirit did not forsake My Testimony. My Spirit is always working

according to My Will, according to My Plan.’ “MY SPIRIT REMAINED

AMONG YOU.”

References:

1 Peter 1:10-12

Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who

prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what

manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it

testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did

minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have

preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven;

which things the angels desire to look into.

Ephesians 1:11

In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of

his own will.

Ephesians 3:11

According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Faithful To The Covenant

These men were just coming out of captivity. There were children born during

those seventy years who had never seen Israel, never seen the Tabernacle,

never seen Solomon, never seen the City of Jerusalem. All they knew was the

mixture of  Babylonian religion, and yet the Spirit of God was faithful. One

day Daniel was praying, and the Spirit of God moved upon him. It was the

Spirit that was ever watching, ever faithful. Although everyone seemingly left

and had forsaken God, The Spirit of God did not forsake the plan. The Spirit
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of God had not forsaken The Covenant. What does that say? It says He could

not deal with Israel except according to the Covenant. And I’m telling you –

you who are in Christ; He can’t deal with you except according to the

Covenant. He can’t show you some other Life. He can’t release you to some

other Life, to some lesser form of Salvation. The Spirit will not show you

that; the Spirit won’t compromise. He can’t deal with you except according to

the Covenant as it is in Jesus Christ. He can only deal with you according to

TRUTH. And that’s why we are so many times at cross-purposes with the

Spirit of God.

References:

Daniel 9:2-4

In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the

years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he

would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. And I set my

face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and

sackcloth, and ashes. And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my

confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the

covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his

commandments.

God can’t say, ‘Well okay, let’s got to Plan B.’ He doesn’t have a Plan B!

And though everyone in Christ would forsake the reality of Christ, and would

get involved in a Babylonian religion, The Spirit of God would yet continue

to move, The Spirit of God would yet continue to work, would yet continue to

seek out hearts in whom to reveal The Truth, because The Spirit of God is

committed to the Covenant. He is after all the “Spirit of Truth”. During all

this time, The Spirit of God had not forsaken the Covenant.

References:

2 Timothy 2:13

If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.

John 16:13

Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide you into all truth:

for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he

speak: and he will show you things to come.
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The Spirit of God Moves

So Daniel prayed, and The Spirit of God moved upon Daniel and he was there

at the time of the evening sacrifice. Now in Babylon there is no such thing,

but Daniel, being a man of God; Daniel being a man after The Spirit,

understanding that if we had not forsaken the land; if we had not forsaken the

Testimony; if we had not forsaken the City and the Tabernacle – at this time

our Priest would be offering the evening sacrifice. So Daniel is down on his

face at that time of the day praying. While he is praying The Spirit of God

moves upon Daniel and brings to his remembrance the words of Jeremiah

who said this captivity will be for seventy years. Seventy years – seven times

ten – it will be for seventy years. There will be ten sets of Sabbatical years

because they had forsaken the rest of the Sabbath. And Daniel recognized

this: this is it! The seventy years – that’s THIS year, and he began to seek the

face of the Lord.

References:

Daniel 9:20-21

And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of

my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for

the holy mountain of my God; Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the

man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to

fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.

And as Daniel began to seek the Lord, it is recorded in the book of Ezra that

the Spirit of the Lord moved upon the heart of Cyrus, the King of Babylon

and Cyrus made a decree. Why did He do that? Because The Spirit of God

had not forsaken the Covenant. Cyrus didn’t know anything about the

Covenant: he only knew about Babylonian religion, but The Spirit of God

moved upon Cyrus, and Cyrus made a decree: any Jew that wants to leave can

go back! And The Spirit of God moved upon Ezra, and the Spirit of God

moved upon this one and that one, and they began to rise up and return for

one reason: it was for the rebuilding of the Temple and the rebuilding of the

City of God. Ezekiel began to prophesy: Ezekiel was sitting among the

captives on the river Chebar and The Spirit of the Lord moved upon him, and

caught him up into the heavens, and there he saw the man of God’s glory.

And he began to prophesy to the captives. Those were the same captives that

went back to reclaim The Testimony. You see this going on in all of these

men.
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References:

Ezra 1:1-4

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the

mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus

king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and

put it also in writing saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of

heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me

to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among

you of all his people? His God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem,

which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the

God,) which is in Jerusalem. And whosoever remaineth in any place where he

sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and

with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill –offering for the house of God

that is in Jerusalem.

Ezekiel 1:1, 26,28

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day

of the month, as I was among the captives by the river Chebar, that the

heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God…And above the firmament

that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a

sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the

appearance of a man above upon it…As the appearance of the bow that is in

the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round

about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And

when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake.

Zion

That’s the setting here in Haggai. The Spirit of God had not forsaken the

Testimony of God, nor shall He ever forsake it! Haggai 2:6, “For thus saith

the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens,

and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land.”  You read that in the twelfth

chapter of Hebrews. Now there came a time when that “little while” came and

right here at the Cross it was all shaken, and that which could not be removed

– STOOD! And we now have an Eternal Kingdom in Christ that can not be

shaken. He’s speaking of it here in Haggai: “…and I will shake the heavens,

and the earth…” And of course that’s the OLD heaven and the OLD earth.

We find that in Hebrews and in Revelation. Go to Hebrews 12:22, “ But ye

are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly

Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels.” And this is – YE

ARE COME! And where is this? IN CHRIST! In Christ ye are come to
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Mount Zion. Where? In Christ! Do you know what Mount Zion is in the Old

Covenant? Do you know how Mount Zion is defined? Mount Zion in the Old

Covenant stands for something. It stands for the spiritual condition of

Jerusalem. You read in Isaiah 30:19, “For the people shall dwell in Zion at

Jerusalem…” Zion is the mountain of the King. “Great is the Lord, and

greatly to be praised, in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness.

Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides

of the north, the city of the great King.”  (Psalms 48:1,2) Zion is the place

prophetically where God will reveal His Son. “Yet have I set my king upon my

holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou

art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.”(Psalm 2:6,7)  Zion is the spiritual

condition: the very high thought of God. God’s Zion is the people who are in

Christ coming to the high thought of God; coming to the realization of Christ;

coming to a comprehension given of God. It’s God’s highest thought. And

what is God’s highest thought concerning Zion? In the Old Testament it is

just this: Zion – the place of His habitation, the place where He has chosen to

dwell. “For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation.”

(Psalms 132:13)

Coming to God’s Reality

What is the very reality that God wants you to come to – in Christ? Jesus said

it in John 14:20, “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in

me, and I in you.” You will know that God has chosen you for HIS

habitation! So Zion speaks of something. “But ye are come unto mount Sion,

and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an

innumerable company of angels, To the general assembly and church of the

firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the

spirits of just men made perfect, And to Jesus the mediator of the new

covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that

of Abel. See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not (he’s

referring back to the Old Covenant here) who refused him that spake on earth

(through Moses, through the prophets, through the types and the shadows),

much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from

heaven (Who hath spoken IN SON); Whose voice then shook the earth: but

now he hath promised (that’s what we read in Haggai), saying, Yet once more

I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.” And that’s the whole structure of

the Old Covenant - the heavens and the earth, not just the earth. No, we’re not

talking about a mere seventy-year captivity here. No, here I’m going to tear

the whole thing down, and bring it back as a NEW creation in Christ: a NEW

heaven and a NEW earth.
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God Shakes the Old

And the writer of the Hebrews saw that this is what God was talking to

Haggai about. And saw that this is what He was talking to Zechariah about –

not just a reconstruction: but a NEW, an altogether NEW! But it would only

come when the old was shaken to pieces, when the old was done away. And

this is in Hebrews 10:7,9, “ Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book

it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God…then said he, Lo, I come to do thy

will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.”

That’s exactly what is being said here. He shakes the first heaven, the old

heaven, the old earth, the Old Covenant order. HE shakes it: it is shaken to the

ground by The Cross through His death, burial and resurrection, that He

might establish in Himself an Eternal order, a New order, a New Covenant.

This is so that you and I may come, not as those who are kept at a distance,

but as those who are IN Christ Jesus, and live according to that Covenant.

Hebrews 12:27-28, “And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of

those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things

which cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom

which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God

acceptably with reverence and godly fear.” This is what all of those prophets

were seeing.

Reference:

2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed

away; behold all things are become new.

Glory of the Latter House

Back now to Haggai 2:9, “ The glory of this latter house shall be greater than

of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith

the Lord of hosts.” We’re going to be talking about Salvation unto glory, and

here is the difference between the Old Covenant and the New; between the

Old world and the New; between the Old creation and the New. The

difference is GLORY. In the Old the glory was passing away, it was fading.

That system could not retain the glory because the glory was not from within

it; the glory was simply reflected upon it. That’s the reason this symbol is

called the moon: it is nothing but the reflection of the sun, and its glory fades.

Why? Because it can not contain it. The face of Moses could not contain the

glory, but we will find out that the face of Jesus Christ does! The difference is

in GLORY. In the Old the glory was fading because nothing there could keep
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it. Most of our “church” services today are under this Covenant

understanding: ‘Oh brother, the glory fell!’ Well, where did it go? ‘I don’t

know, but it came down!’ Listen, the glory ‘CAME DOWN’ in the Old

Covenant! In the New Covenant the glory remains. You may not have seen

the glory yet: but the glory is IN YOU nonetheless, waiting to be revealed.

THE GLORY IS IN YOU! It is not to be reflected off of you, but to be

manifested from within.

References:

2 Corinthians 3:7-11

But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious,

so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for

the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away: How shall

not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? For if the ministration of

condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness

exceed in glory. For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this

respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away

was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious.

Exodus 34:29

And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two

tables of testimony in Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mount, that

Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with them.

2 Corinthians 4:6

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Jesus Christ.

Not By Might…By My Spirit

“The glory of the latter house shall be greater than the former.” The GLORY

is going to be greater. You can rebuild this House of Solomon all you want to:

but there’s a House coming whose glory shall be greater than Solomon.

That’s what He is saying. And He’s speaking this to Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel

is a type of the Son building His House. “ In that day, saith the Lord of hosts,

will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord,

and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord of

hosts.” (Haggai 2:23) And over in Zechariah He is speaking to Zerubbabel,

but in Zechariah He says HOW it will be done. Zechariah 4:6, “Then he

answered and spake unto me, saying. This is the word of the Lord unto
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Zerubbabel, saying Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the

Lord of hosts.” Go tell Zerubbabel. This is actually a prophet speaking to

Zerubbabel about this rebuilding, but it spoke way beyond him, because it

was speaking of not only what he was doing, but what he himself could not

do, but what a heavenly Zerubbabel would do. A greater House – but he tells

Zerubbabel: it’s not by might, it’s not by power, it’s by my spirit saith the

Lord.

Reference:

Hebrews 3:5,6

And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of

those things which were to be spoken after; But Christ as a son over his own

house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of

the hope firm unto the end.

Friends, you are in Christ by THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT. You didn’t get

lost and fall in Christ; you are not there by natural birth; you are not there by

accident. You are in Christ by the Work of the Spirit of God. You are not in

Christ because you decided you wanted to. I have people tell me: ‘Well, I

decided I want to do better… I decided…’ Well, you may decide that, but you

are in Christ by a legitimate Work of the Holy Spirit. You didn’t just “decide”

to get in Jesus, and there are three terms that define that Work of The Spirit

by which you are IN CHRIST. These are New Covenant terms that describe

and define the Work of The Spirit by which you are in Christ Jesus. The terms

are: BAPTISM, NEW BIRTH and ADOPTION. We are in Christ by

baptism, we are there by new birth, and we are there purposed for adoption.

Now we can’t confuse the modern, social term “adoption” with the Biblical

term “adoption” because it has nothing whatsoever to do with it. They are not

even closely related.

Baptism

We are going to look now at Baptism. Turn to Ephesians 4 and let’s settle

something. We are in Christ by Baptism. Ephesians 4:4-6, “There is one body,

and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord,

one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and

through all, and in you all.” ONE baptism – not two. Now immediately we

want to argue with that. We think there are 50 or 60 baptisms, and I’m not

talking about the stuff that man has made up in his theology. If you want to

argue with this then you’ll have to say that there is more than one body and
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one Spirit; more than one faith and one Lord, because the one baptism is right

there with that. One body – one baptism; one Spirit – one baptism. Now what

I want to do in the scripture is to show you what that baptism is about. It is a

Work of The Spirit.

One Baptism

Go to 1 Corinthians 12:12, “ For as the body is one, and hath many members,

and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body; so also is

Christ.” Then he goes on to say this is WHY that is so, “For by one Spirit we

are all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we

be bond or free and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” Now it

doesn’t make any difference whether we were Jews or Gentiles, whether we

were bond or free – we are all baptized into one body. It doesn’t make any

difference whether you are male or female; it doesn’t make any difference

what you were before you were baptized. But then immediately my mind

jumps and says, ‘Well now in Christ it is written there is neither Jew nor

Gentile, neither bond nor free.’ (Colossians 3:11) Now wait a minute – we’re

baptizing Jews and Gentiles, and bond and free, and blacks and whites, and

males and females – everybody we can get our hands on we are baptizing! It

doesn’t make any difference. But in Christ neither Jew, neither Gentile,

neither bond, neither free… that must be some kind of a baptism! What kind

of a baptism is it that starts out with a Jew, and ends up with One New Man?

It doesn’t make any difference what it starts with, but as a result of that

baptism there is just One New Man – no Jews left, no Gentiles left, no bond,

no free. That’s some kind of a baptism friends! That’s more than getting wet!

That’s more than speaking in tongues and jumping around on one foot!

This is some kind of a baptism! Now after we are baptized, those that are

baptized, then we are made to drink into One Spirit – and the original shows it

that way. But drinking into One Spirit is NOT the same as the baptism. We

are all baptized by One Spirit into One Body – whether we be Jews, Greeks,

Gentiles – it doesn’t make any difference. Paul doesn’t explain that here; he

just says it, because his emphasis here is not to explain the baptism. His

emphasis here is to explain why he just said that we are one body, being many

members, yet one body. Paul says that’s because we are all baptized by One

Spirit into One Body. Then he adds it doesn’t make any difference what you

were: Jew or Gentile, bond or free. But my mind jumped ahead and said, well

it may not make any difference who you were before you were baptized, but

in Christ you are not a Jew or a Gentile, or any of that. And I’m thinking –

My Lord, what a baptism! Well Paul explains it, so we’ll have to look at
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Romans 6 for that. Here Paul explains that baptism and asks those men and

women that he is writing to if they have forgotten this. Do you not know, do

you not understand what happened when you were baptized? ‘Well, we were

baptized right into the Life of Jesus!’ No – you were not, and that is what I

want us to settle.

Baptized Into His Death

I’ve had trouble with this. I kept saying that we were baptized into the Spirit

of God, and the Spirit of God was telling me: no that’s not right. And I was

arguing that it was right. I was using 1 Corinthians 12 as my reference, but

when I really looked, 1 Corinthians did not say that. It said we were baptized

into one body, and made to drink into one Spirit. That’s the Life of Christ;

that’s the One New Man. But the baptism is NOT into the Sprit, the baptism

is into the Body of Christ. You are baptized into HIS DEATH. If you think

you are baptized into Life – you are wrong! You are baptized into death.

That’s what removes the Jew and the Gentile. That’s why it doesn’t make any

difference, because you are getting ready to DIE! ‘Come one… come all…’

You are just going to die! It doesn’t make any difference: you can be rich or

poor, black or white… it doesn’t make any difference because you are about

to die!

Baptized… THAT…

There’s just ONE baptism for everybody! That’s our baptism, but we don’t

think about that. These believers here hadn’t been thinking about that either,

so Paul says in Romans 6: 2,3, “… How shall we that are dead to sin, live any

longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus

Christ were baptized into his death?” He’s saying don’t you understand that

there’s not a bunch of Jews and Gentiles, running around here trying to be

one? Do you not understand the Covenant? But that was the problem: they

were here still trying to live like Jews and Gentiles. You see that was their

problem in Romans 5. Paul says, What? You are not many here. He has taken

many and made One Body, and he attributes that you are One Body because

you are baptized into Him by One Spirit. But in Romans 6 he actually says

what the baptism by that One Spirit is all about. “Know ye not, that so many

of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?” Not

only that: “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death…”We are

buried into His death, and there’s only One that comes out of there!
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“…THAT…” This word in the New Covenant always reveals purpose: not

just sometimes – always! “That” will always tell you what it’s all about,

what’s the purpose of it.

Purpose

We must come to this. Why are we – humanity who come to accept Christ:

why is our baptism unto His death? That only ONE may live, and that all who

live, live only by Him. Not I, but Christ. Who else should live in His Body?

How many are supposed to live in one body? The problem comes when we

have a Body trying to have a “body” life other than Christ. But there is no

Life other than Christ! But it takes the mind of Christ working in each

member of that Body before that Body can function as The One Body of The

One Son. Covenant – every member coming into Covenant, understanding,

having the mind of the Head. So that the hand is not having a life of its own,

or the foot is not having a life of its own – which results in the hand saying I

don’t really need the foot anyway! There’s a lot of that kind of Spirit in

Christians today.

References:

Galatians 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live;  yet not I, but Christ liveth in

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of

God who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Ephesians 4:15 - 16

But speaking the truth in love may grow up into him in all things, which is the

head, even Christ. From whom the whole body fitly joined together and

compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual

working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the

edifying of itself in love.

1 Corinthians 2:16

For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we

have the mind of Christ.

Colossians 2:19

And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having

nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of

God.
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1 Corinthians 12:20,21

But now are they many members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot say

unto the hand, I have no need of thee; nor again the head to the feet, I have

no need of you.

Christ Was Raised

Knew ye not? That’s the point: don’t you understand something? Don’t you

understand that as many of us as were baptized into His death… THAT like

as Christ was raised up out from among the dead (the original says)…

Remember the River Jordan – CHRIST raised up out from among the dead.

The heavens opened and the Father said this is My only Son. That’s what

happens here – THAT Christ and Christ alone may live in His Creation, in

His Body. This Body lives by Him: it has no life of its own. We live by Him,

for Him, to be the function of Him in the earth. We are to function as His

Body. When? At all times! Where? Everywhere! Such is our baptism. The

baptism is into His death specifically for a reason: that He and HE ALONE

becomes Life. “ That like as CHRIST WAS raised up…” You don’t read of

anybody else in that. Like as CHRIST was raised up. “ I am the resurrection

and the Life.” (John 11:25) See, He’s the first. He is the Resurrection. He was

raised up – nobody else. Nobody lives now but BY HIM!

Reference:

Matthew 3:16,17

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and

lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God

descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven,

saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

New Birth

And that brings us to the second term – NEW BIRTH. Yes, quickened

together, raised together, seated together – New Birth. Why must you be born

again? Because you are as dead as a doornail! That’s why – because you are

dead. Nobody can wave a wand over you, hook electricity up to you and bring

you back to life. Resurrection is NOT me living again: Resurrection is

CHRIST living in me.  Resurrection is NOT the same as the doctrine and

teaching of an “after life”. The ONLY Life after this death is JESUS! One

death – One Life: His death and Him Living. And He lives in you! That’s the

whole point: He’s not living out here in the air – He’s living IN YOU! And by
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Him – you Live! And that’s the riddle Paul spoke in Galatians 2:20, “…

Nevertheless I live; yet not I…” That sounds like some kind of an idiot! No,

he understands – CHRIST liveth in me. How many believers understand

CHRIST as being The New Birth?

References:

Ephesians 2:6

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in

Christ Jesus.

John 14:23

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words:

and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode

with him.

Colossians 1:27

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Not – But

We could make a diagram of man – created a living soul; that man has a body

of dirt. That is man. Where is the “life giving Spirit” in this picture? It is not

there because He is not there – NOT!

Body

Soul

BUT IN CHRIST we come from not…. Remember we said that: not a people,

not a hope… BUT NOW IN CHRIST. And I told you that you are in Christ

because Christ is in you. But there was a time when Christ was not in you. So

you must be born again. That’s when we’re all made to drink into One Spirit.

You must be born again. I’m not giving you three different Salvations; I’m
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giving you three terms that relate and define the Work of The Spirit in your

Salvation. Born again – Christ in you, the incorruptible Seed of God – Christ.

“If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” (Romans 8:9)

Christ – virtually CHRIST IN YOU, filling the void, filling the “not”. So now

Paul says, “Not I, but Christ.” That’s NEW BIRTH!

Body

Soul

CHRIST

References:

John 3:3

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a

man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

1 Peter 1:23

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of

God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

Adoption

Do you know what adoption is? Adoption is the revealing of That Son.

Adoption is the revealing of Christ in you. We are in Christ, and Christ is in

us for one purpose: that is for the increase of Him.  That HE may be revealed;

that HE may be formed, that HE may have expression. That’s what it’s all

about. What else would His Body be for? But that He be revealed, and that He

be formed – His nature, His character, His substance, and that He have

expression. That’s Salvation. Adoption is essential to that Salvation. So in

your Bible you will read that we who are in Christ are predestined (that means
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we are purposed) for a thing. And the thing we are purposed for is adoption.

Adoption in Biblical language means the placing of a son – son placement,

which is also the same as son recognition, son exaltation.

References:

Galatians 1: 15,16

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood.

Galatians 4: 19

My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in

you.

Ephesians 1:5

Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to

himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.

Son Placement in His House

Adoption is when a child is declared to be a son. You come from childhood to

a son. But we get that all mixed up with US. We think that’s all us. No; it’s

HIM! It is God revealing His Son. It is God saying “This is my Son, hear

Him.” It is God giving His Son placement in His Own House. It is God giving

His Son ultimate and divine recognition. “Wherefore God hath highly exalted

HIM…” (Philippians 2:9) Here’s what that scripture really means: so much

so that here, in this place, every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall

confess. Here in this place, because here is where He is exalted, here is where

He is given a name that is above every name. This is the adoption – GOD

REVEALING HIS SON.

References:

Matthew 17:5

While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a

voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well

pleased; hear ye him.

Philippians 2:9-11

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is

above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
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in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the

Father.

So we come to be in Christ through BAPTISM, through NEW BIRTH, for the

purpose of ADOPTION: all of which is a Work of The Spirit. This is

something of the reality of our being in Christ. It’s not a make believe place,

but a state of being that is brought into existence by The Spirit of The Living

God; bringing us into a union with the Lord Jesus, and Him working in us the

revealing of Christ.
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Part 2: Understanding Being In Christ By Covenant

We will be looking at some specifics regarding our BEING IN CHRIST. We

want to talk not just about the scriptural fact that you are in Christ; not just the

positional belief; but the reality. What does it mean to you to “be in Christ”?

There is a time when you and I were NOT in Christ. Ephesians 2:11. Paul

here is speaking to the Gentiles in this letter, but he includes both Jew and

Gentile in what he’s saying here. “Wherefore remember, that ye being in time

past…” What is “time past”? Historically and spiritually, what is “time past”?

Time past is TIME BEFORE THE CROSS. That’s a scriptural truth. It is the

time of the Old Covenant. We must understand that in order to understand

your Bible, we must see that the Bible is made up and divided by two

Covenants – the Old Covenant and the New Covenant; what is called the First

Covenant and the Second Covenant. It is also called in your Bible the flesh

and the Spirit; the letter and the Spirit; the Law and Christ. But the Law

involved more than the Ten Commandments: the Law is all the statutes,

ceremonial offerings, priesthood etc. There are two Covenants. Everything in

your Bible – and there are NO exceptions to this: everything that is promised,

prophesied; everything that is in type and shadow; everything that is said in

people and places and things – EVERYTHING that is presented in the

scripture is presented in light, in association, in relationship to one of those

Covenants; and is defined by one of those Covenants.

For instance: the old heaven and the old earth is a heaven and an earth of the

Old Covenant. It is the scriptural order of the Old Covenant. The new heaven

and the new earth – that’s not when planets disappear and God creates new

planets! It has nothing to do with planets. The new heaven and new earth are

found IN CHRIST, because the New Covenant is IN CHRIST. He is the

mediator, that is, He is the Living Word of the New Covenant. Now, what is a

Covenant? A Covenant is an understanding; it is an understanding given of

God. There can be a Covenant between men too, but in the Scriptures, the Old

and New Covenant is an understanding given of God. And THE CROSS is

what divides the Old Covenant from the New – not time. Times evolve, but

time doesn’t determine anything. The Cross determined all time. Who

determined the Cross? God determined the Cross. “In the fulness of time… He

sent forth His Son to redeem them that were under the Law.” (Gal. 4:4) God

determined that.

But the Cross divides the Old Covenant from the New Covenant. That’s the

dividing factor. The Cross is Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. If we

could only get a hold of this – it would revolutionize your whole life! It would

revolutionize your theology; it would completely renew and renovate your
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soul! You would never read the Bible the same again! If we could see that the

event of the Universe is THE CROSS; the one event that came right out of

heaven into the earth is THE CROSS. It’s when heaven and earth came

together in the Crucified Son of God, Who in His death brought to a close and

a fulfillment the Old Covenant, and Who in His resurrection established the

New Covenant.

References:

Eph 2:11-22

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are

called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh

made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from

the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise,

having no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye

who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is

our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of

partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of

commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one

new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one

body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached

peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through

him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are

no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of

the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and

prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the

building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In

whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the

Spirit.

Eph 2:1-3

And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in

time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of

disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in

the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and

were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

Heb 1:1-2

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the

fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,

whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds.
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1 Peter 2:9-10

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar

people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out

of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past were not a people,

but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have

obtained mercy.

Covenant – An Understanding Given Of God

The Old Covenant is an understanding given of God, but it is an

understanding given of God in types, in shadows, in people, in places, in

things, in figures, in promises, in prophecies, in songs and psalms, in

ceremonial offerings. It is an understanding of God given in those things.

Now if you understand that, then you have to understand that everyone of

those things – every person, like Abraham; every place, like Canaan; every

thing, like the altar Abraham built, was in effect a type of Christ. In the

Scriptures you will find in it a type that will be fulfilled in Christ Jesus. That’s

the reason Jesus was able to stand and say, “Search the scriptures…they are

they which testify of me.” (John 5:39) You mean some of it? No, I mean ALL

of it. If you would have had eyes to see and ears to hear – they all speak of

ME. Everything! Everyone God ever raised up and did anything with – all

pointed to Me, because all that fell short of fulfillment in and of itself.” We

recognize the big ones like the Tabernacle, the Ark of Noah, the Temple of

Solomon; but there are hundreds and thousands more. They are all there.

They are all God giving an understanding of Himself to mankind; from the

creation all the way through to the natural birth of Jesus Christ, born of a

woman, born under the Law. Every one of them was a type of that which He

would fulfil IN CHRIST.

So this Old Covenant had a heaven and earth; it had a religious system. It had

sun, moon, stars – all in the natural; a religious system that was bound up with

Israel. But the New Covenant had a NEW heaven and a NEW earth. It is not a

religious system, but it is a spiritual system, a spiritual order. CHRIST

HIMSELF is the light, the sun of it! This one needs no sun, no moon, no stars,

because the Lord Himself is the Light of it! It doesn’t need what the old

system needed and functioned by. And until we understand this, what we are

going to do is read about something in the Old Covenant, and then we’re

going to come over past Christ, past being in Christ, in “never, never land”,

trying to find the fulfillment of it, and wondering when it will ever be

fulfilled. If it’s in the Old Covenant, it’s fulfilled IN CHRIST, where we must
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walk by the Spirit and only walk by the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all

things, yea the deep things of God and reveals them to those who have a heart

to know Him.

References:

Col 2:16-17

Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink or

with regard to a festival or a new moon or a sabbath. These are only a

shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. – Revised

Standard Version

Heb 10:1-9

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image

of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year

continually make the comers thereunto perfect. For then would they not have

ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have

had no more conscience of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a

remembrance again made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the

blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. Wherefore when he cometh

into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body

hast thou prepared me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had

no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of

me,) to do thy will, O God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and

burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure

therein; which are offered by the law; Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will,

O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.

Rev 21:1-2

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first

earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy

city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a

bride adorned for her husband.

Rev 20:11

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the

earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

Old Covenant Fulfilled In Christ

See, we think that the Old Covenant is a bunch of ‘things’ and the New

Covenant is a bunch of ‘more things’. But it isn’t. Even the City – Jerusalem
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of the Old Covenant finds its fulfillment in Christ Jesus. “For ye are come to

Mount Zion, the City of the Living God, the New Jerusalem…” “The

Jerusalem which is above, the mother of us all.” That is speaking of a New

Covenant in Christ Jesus. Yet how many people go way beyond Christ, way

beyond Salvation in Christ, and they are looking for … a city? They’ll say

Abraham looked for it. Yes, Abraham in the Old Covenant looked for a city;

but what Abraham looked for by faith, the scripture declares in Hebrews 12 is

found IN CHRIST JESUS! The faith of Abraham doesn’t go beyond Christ;

it’s fulfilled in Christ. Concerning the land, concerning the Seed, concerning

the City, concerning the foundation, concerning righteousness – everything

that the faith of Abraham embraced is fulfilled in Christ. It has to be,

otherwise Abraham’s faith would be null and void.

And that’s why Paul’s argument in 1 Corinthians 15 was that if Christ be not

risen from among the dead; if Christ be not the Resurrection, then all of our

preaching is in vain! Why Paul? Because we are preaching everything in the

Old Covenant comes to be fulfilled in Him. Not only don’t you need to be

circumcised in the natural body, you don’t need to give a goat or a bull or a

lamb; not only that – you don’t need to go to the Old Tabernacle; not only

that… and on and on he went. So he says if Christ is not raised, then our

preaching is in vain because we are declaring that everything is fulfilled in

Him. And we are declaring beyond that – we are in Him! But in the preaching

of our religious system of the day, you can just erase the whole Cross,

because the only thing they see about the Cross is that Jesus died so that I

wouldn’t have to die; Jesus died to forgive them of their sins. But did you

know that of the five offerings in the Old Covenant, only one of them was the

sin offering? What about the other ones – were they not fulfilled as well? And

do you know that there were not just those five offerings, but there were

seven feasts of Israel, ending with the Feast of Tabernacles, which is the

clearest type of Being in Christ in the Old Covenant. Were those feasts not

fulfilled? Well – Passover was! But if one of them was, then they all had to

be, because it took seven of them to make up what God presented to Israel as

a complete Salvation. Do you mean that we don’t have a complete Salvation

in Christ? Do you mean in Christ that one of those feasts is not fulfilled?

What kind of a Salvation would that be? It doesn’t make sense!

There isn’t a third Covenant waiting over here in the wings; there is not an

Old Covenant, a New Covenant, and then another Covenant. We think there

is, but it’s made up by men who won’t come to the reality of Christ. It’s made

up by religious tradition that will not come to the reality of being IN CHRIST.

It is made up of those who want to “die and go to heaven” rather than live in

Christ NOW. I’m just telling you that if something is found in the Old
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Covenant any way at all, it has to be fulfilled in Christ. If it is not, then Christ

died in vain, and may as well have not been resurrected, because if you are

going to start keeping pieces of this out of being fulfilled in Christ, then who

determines what pieces you keep out? But the Scriptures clearly say that it is

God’s plan and purpose to gather together IN CHRIST ALL THINGS – all

things in One, even in Christ. (Ephesians 1:10)

All things – what? The “all things” of the Old Covenant. Here in the Old

Covenant God gave a promise and a prophecy of a Salvation to people, and

He gave it to them through types and shadows. In the New He fulfilled

everything He said in the Person of His Son. Do we not read that in Hebrews

1:1? “God, who in sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past

unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath at the end of those days spoken IN

SON.” It means that everything He said in the Old Covenant – sundry times,

divers manners – EVERYTHING – He has perfectly summed up, perfectly

said in His Son, His Eternal, Living Word. Everything in the Old was in

fragments; everything in the New is gathered together in completeness and

fulfilled in Christ. And it is phenomenal to begin to understand that!

References:

Heb 12:22-24

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the

general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven,

and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, And

to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that

speaketh better things than that of Abel.

Gal 4:26

But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.

1 Cor 15:14-17

And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also

vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified

of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead

rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be

not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.

Eph 1:10

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in

one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth;

even in him.
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In Whom We Have

Back to Ephesians 2:11, “Wherefore remember that ye being in time past…”

“Time past” is going back before the Cross. “…in time past Gentiles in the

flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision

in the flesh made by hands.” He’s concluded both Jew and Gentile as being

“in the flesh”. One was circumcised, the other uncircumcised. “That at that

time…” What time? Before the Cross – time past. “…ye were without Christ,

being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the

covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world, But

NOW IN CHRIST JESUS…” Now the point is, there was a time when you

were not in Christ. Historically and spiritually you were not in Christ.

Historically and spiritually there are two places: one that is not, one that is

time past, one that is without God, without hope. And the other – but NOW –

not time past, but NOW IN CHRIST. Here there is no promise of “going to be

with Him”. We only have that in the Old Covenant. The New Covenant

writings are BUT NOW; you who were not, but now are IN CHRIST. The

Scriptures declare you are there! And the Scriptures declare that Salvation is

just this: it is BEING IN CHRIST. All of the terms of Salvation: restoration,

reconciliation, resurrection, redemption, justification – they are all terms that

are IN CHRIST. You can read this in Colossians: IN WHOM you have

redemption, IN WHOM you have forgiveness of sins, IN WHOM – over and

over again. It’s all IN CHRIST.

References:

Eph 1:6-7

To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in

the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness

of sins, according to the riches of his grace.

Eph 1:11-13

In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of

his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in

Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the

gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed

with that holy Spirit of promise.
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Eph 2:21-22

In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in

the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God

through the Spirit.

Eph 3:11-12

According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our

Lord: In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of

him.

Col 1:13-15

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us

into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his

blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the

firstborn of every creature.

Col 2:2-3

That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all

riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the

mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the

treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Col 2:10-11

And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands,

in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.

The Cross Separates The Covenants In Our Hearts

There is a reality to being in Christ, and that is the reality we’ll be talking

about. But the only way to talk about this reality is to first show the reality in

the Scripture. This is what the Scripture calls Salvation. We’re going to see

from the Old Covenant to the New Testament Scriptures that the Salvation

promised of God before the Cross is fulfilled in Christ NOW. And the only

way you are not part of that is if you are not in Christ. If you are not in Christ,

then spiritually you are still in “time past” and you are still reckoned under

the Old Covenant, because the Cross is not only some historical Work of God,

it’s an ever present Work of God. It’s as real NOW as it was 2,000 years ago.

That’s why time is not what separates the two Covenants; THE CROSS

separates these two Covenants. And when it works in your heart, it will

separate these two Covenants in your heart. It will separate the old concept of



118

God from the concept of God revealed in the Person of His Son. It will

separate us from the concept that God is far off, by bringing us into the reality

of being IN CHRIST. Jesus says about this Covenant; the Covenant that is

only revealed of the Spirit; the Covenant that Christ Himself is the Living

Mediator, the Living Word of; Jesus says, “In that day you will know that I

am in My Father, you are in Me, and I am in you.” (John 14:20)

That’s BEING IN CHRIST! So in Ephesians 2 Paul says “…in time past…

but NOW in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the

blood of Christ.” Verse 18, “For through him we both (Jew and Gentile) have

access by one Spirit unto the Father.” How so? Because in verses 14-16 He

has eliminated the Jew and Gentile. How did He do that? He brought them

both into one body by The Cross! He slew them, and brought forth One New

Man who is at peace with God! IN CHRIST JESUS! That is the reality we are

talking about – BEING IN CHRIST JESUS. We’re looking at the fulfillment.

2 Corinthians 5:14, “For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus

judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead.” A better translation says

that we understand that if one died for all, then were all made to be dead with

Him. That’s what this means. That has to do with all men. When Christ died

at the Cross, He fulfilled for man a promise given of God. It was a declaration

given of God, and since that declaration had been given, the judgment had

been waiting. What was it? “For it is appointed unto men once to DIE…” But

that has nothing to do with physical death. If it had, then when the original

Adam died – that would have fulfilled it. But it didn’t fulfil it because it

wasn’t talking about physical death. It was talking about death of a humanity

– reckoned dead; adjudicated dead, and separated from God and having no

life. That has nothing to do with physical bodies dying

Look at the flood… but the flood didn’t satisfy. “Thou shalt surely die.” That

didn’t satisfy. It was very much a type and a shadow, and the Ark of Noah

was very much a type and a shadow of Being in Christ. But there’s only ONE

DEATH that satisfied God. Look at Hebrews 9:26. “For then must he often

have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of

the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”

That’s saying that if Jesus was like all the other High Priests then He would

have to suffer again and again every year. But He didn’t suffer again and

again every year, but once at the end of the age He suffered one time. That’s

the Cross. Then verse 27, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die…”

Why would this be put here? We’re talking about the Cross here. He appeared

once at the end of the world to put away sin. The end of the world – what

world? The world that was defined by the Old Covenant. The word ‘world”

there is “age” – aeon. The Old Covenant age. It’s the same word that Jesus’
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disciples used in Matthew 24 when they said when will the end of the world

be? That world, that Old Covenant world, the Old Covenant age stopped AT

THE CROSS. And the “world to come” is IN CHRIST JESUS. The word “to

come” means “a never ending, eternal, ever ongoing”. That world is in Christ

Jesus.

So we’re talking about the Cross here in Hebrews, and then he says, “And as

it is appointed unto men once to die, and after that the judgment.” The word

“after that” should be translated “consequently, or as a result, or therefore”. It

should read, “… appointed once to die, consequently the judgment.” He

connects “once to die” with “the judgment”. The Cross and the judgment are

the same. Jesus said that in John 12. He’s about to be lifted up – on the Cross

– and He says, “Now is the judgment of this world. Now is the prince of this

world cast out.” The judgment that is promised of God to man is not yet

waiting in the wings: it came at the Cross! And what greater judgment could

there be than God to gather up a whole humanity in the Person of His Son,

and reckon it dead, separated from Him, never being able to approach Him

EXCEPT it come by The Way, The Truth, The Life that Jesus presents

Himself as being?

References:

2 Cor 6:14-18

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath

righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with

darkness?And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he

that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God

with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will

dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my

people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate , saith the

Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a

Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord

Almighty.

1 Tim 2:5-6

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man

Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.

Heb 8:6

But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is

the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better

promises.
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Heb 9:15

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of

death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first

testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal

inheritance.

Heb 12:24

And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling,

that speaketh better things than that of Abel.

Passing From Death Unto Life

Look at this: Hebrews 9:27, “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of

many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time

without sin unto salvation.” So Christ died once. We’re back now to 2

Corinthians 5:14; When one died, all died with Him. But you see, when this

whole thing is brought to an end at the Cross, it opens up the possibility of the

NEW ONE to come. While the first remains, the second could not come.

While sacrifices (plural) are given, THE SACRIFICE cannot be accepted.

While the Old Covenant is honored of God, a New One cannot take its place.

So the Cross brings one to an end, and you see that right here. “…then were

all dead, and in that He died for all (for all mankind), they which live…” And

Paul understands because he’s already said that they which live, live ONLY

by Christ. If all have been reckoned dead and they which live, live only in

Christ, then the whole is “that they which live should not live unto themselves

(as though they had a life of their own) but rather, unto Him, Who not only

died, but Who rose again, that He may be unto us Eternal Life.” Therefore,

henceforth… in the light of this understanding, in light of what has been said,

Know we no man after the flesh. That is, we can know no man after the flesh,

after the first creation. How we know men is: dead – or alive in Christ. That’s

just the way it is. Here’s what Salvation is: it is passing from death unto Life.

You do that by THE CROSS.

But the Life you have is not your own. You come from death – which is

YOUR life, unto Life – which is CHRIST living in you. This is how Paul is

reasoning. Verse 17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation:

old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” But

“creation” here is defined by this New Covenant, just as it was defined by the

Old Covenant. How is creation defined by the Old Covenant? Jew and

Gentile, time past, circumcised, uncircumcised, male, female, bond, free. But

now, by a New Covenant it is defined altogether differently. “Old things are
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passed away; behold all things are become new.” But there are very few

Christians who understand the true concept, the true realization of what this

verse is saying. “Old things are done away, behold, all things are become

new.” Where? He’s not talking about the world: that’s IN CHRIST. But you

can’t get there except you come by the Cross. IN CHRIST! “And behold, all

things are of God…” Where? IN CHRIST! And all things are reconciled unto

God. Where? IN CHRIST! Yet that concept is so foreign and so strange to the

mind of most believers, because most believers who are by the Spirit of God

IN CHRIST, are in their minds and in their hearts still living in TIME PAST;

they are still living under an Old Covenant.

The Old Covenant judges you for everything you do; but it cannot judge you

dead. The Cross judges you for nothing that you have done. Why? It judges

you dead: so what difference does it make what you’ve done! You are dead!

Take a man – dead. There’s a country song that goes, “Send me no flowers

when I die. I can’t smell the fragrance if I’m gone. And don’t spend your hard

earned money on an old dead body trying to make it look like it’s alive.” Here

comes the whole community: some who hate his guts, but now he’s the nicest

person that ever lived! What’s the difference here? The difference is the man

is dead! If he would sit up in that casket, they’d take back everything they

said! The issue is dead – dead and alive; but not I, Christ Who liveth in me,

because the resurrection is NOT me living again, THE RESURRECTION IS

CHRIST LIVING IN ME. Old things are gone – I’m included; all things are

become New. And there’s not a handful of Christians throughout the world

that really understand that. I know because I listen to them talk, and see how

they deal with one another.

They are over here in time past, under the Old Covenant, and their judgment

is still based upon things: what you did or didn’t do, or what you ought to do.

‘Thou shalt, thou shalt not.” But all of that was an Old Covenant, and it was

only good until HE Whose right it is should come, and bring it to its end. And

He couldn’t do that without bringing in a far greater Covenant in His Own

Blood. And He administrated it by His Own Spirit: not by Moses, not by

messengers, but by The Spirit of The Living God. I’m telling you: you are IN

CHRIST. It means something to BE IN CHRIST. If we could just get a hold

of this! You are IN CHRIST twenty-four hours a day, three hundred and sixty

five days a year! And it doesn’t make any difference where you are on earth –

you are IN CHRIST! If we could only comprehend “IN CHRIST”!
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References:

Isa 1:11-14

To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: I

am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight

not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to

appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?

Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new

moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is

iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your appointed feasts

my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.

Heb 10:6-12

In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said

I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O

God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and

offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are

offered by the law; Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh

away the first, that he may establish the second.By the which will we are

sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And

every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same

sacrifices , which can never take away sins: But this man, after he had offered

one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.

Heb 10:11-14

And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same

sacrifices, which can never take away sins: But this man, after he had offered

one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; From

henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. For by one

offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.

John 5:24

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him

that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but

is passed from death unto life.

1 John 3:14-15

We know that we have passed from death unto life , because we love the

brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth

his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life

abiding in him.
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The Gathering Unto Him

Now I want to show you one place in the Old Covenant of a promise given.

We sing a song taken from Genesis 49:10, “Unto Him shall the gathering of

the people be.” Here Jacob is blessing the twelve tribes of Israel, the twelve

sons. And he says that the law shall not depart from between the feet of Judah

until Shiloh come. And the name “Shiloh” there means the Lord who is to

come; the Lord coming in His glory. And unto Him shall the gathering of the

people be. In the Hebrew “the people” means Israel. Who is it then that is

gathered unto Him? It is not all the peoples of the world. The gathering is

OUT of all the peoples of the world. The gathering is IN CHRIST. We are

gathered unto Him as His very Own Body. It has to do with all people that are

gathered OUT FROM among all nations, tribes, kindreds, out from among the

dead; and brought forth in the power of the Resurrection, and the gathering is

unto Shiloh; the gathering is unto HIM; it’s IN CHRIST.

But look in Exodus 3:8, “And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand

of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a

large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey….” That is explained, and

goes on in Exodus 15:17 with regard to Israel, with regard to God’s idea and

concept of Salvation. It is not just getting them out – but “ Thou shalt bring

them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O

Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord,

which thy hands have established.” In that place. Here is the place – IN

CHRIST. Jesus says, “I go to prepare a place for you. If I go I will come and

receive you unto Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:3)

He’s not talking about a building there. Even the grammatical structure of the

verse in the original language shows that “where” has as its object: I AM. It

means CHRIST is “where”: He is the place. “That where I am you may be

also.” “In that day you will know that I am in my Father…” That’s not a

place: that’s a RELATIONSHIP. “…you are in Me, and I am in you.” (John

14:20) “You will bring them in, O Lord, you will plant them in your very own

mountain.” Yes, in MOUNT ZION. “In the place you have prepared for

yourself, in your Sanctuary, and the Lord shall reign for ever!”

God’s whole promise concerning Salvation is fulfilled IN CHRIST! No

wonder 200 times in the New Testament alone that reality is referenced: IN

CHRIST, IN HIM, IN WHOM. What is this talking about? It’s talking about

a relationship. Salvation is a relationship NOW – IN CHRIST. It brings us

from death unto Life, but Life is not simply the gift He gives: Life is Who He

is! He brings us into relationship with Himself – as His Body, as His very

Own Body, of which He is the Head and the fulness!
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Romans 3:24, “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that

is IN CHRIST JESUS.

Romans 8:1, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are IN

CHRIST JESUS, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Romans 8:2, “For the law of the Spirit of life IN CHRIST JESUS hath made

me free from the law of sin and death.

Romans 8:39, “Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to

separate us from the love of God, which is IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD.

Romans 12:5, “So we, being many, are one body IN CHRIST, and every one

members one of another.”

On and on, there are so many references – IN CHRIST, IN CHRIST.

We must understand our Salvation is BEING IN CHRIST! We are brought

there for the purpose of relationship. May we continue to search the

Scriptures to see what Being in Christ is all about, so that the Spirit of God

may bring you and I literally into that very relationship, so that we become an

expression of it. That’s what Being in Christ is all about. Your Salvation is

not someplace we’re going to go some day; it’s a relationship with Christ

NOW, and to be expressed NOW. But relationship is a thing of the HEART;

it’s a thing of Covenant, and Covenant must be revealed by the Spirit. You

can not walk in that which the Spirit has not revealed, and He can not reveal

that which we will not turn to see. So I’m praying that this will be a time of

turning for us; turning to see; turning to hear, that the Spirit of God may

through the revealing of The Son bring us into the Covenant that is IN

CHRIST JESUS; bringing us into the understanding that is in Christ Jesus.

That we may live there and walk there. If we say we live in the Spirit, then we

should also walk in the Spirit. Amen.

References:

Gen 49:10

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his

feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.

Ex 19:3-6

And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the

mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the

children of Israel; Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare
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you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye will

obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar

treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be

unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which

thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.

Matt 23:37-39

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them

which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children

together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would

not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall

not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name

of the Lord.

Ps 50:5-6

Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me

by sacrifice. And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is

judge himself. Selah.

Isa 11:12

And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts

of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of

the earth.

Jer 23:3

And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have

driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be

fruitful and increase.

Ezek 37:21-23

And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will take the children

of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them

on every side, and bring them into their own land: And I will make them one

nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to

them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided

into two kingdoms any more at all: Neither shall they defile themselves any

more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their

transgressions: but I will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein

they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and I will

be their God.
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Part 3: Motivation – By Covenant

A State Of Being

We are dealing with the fact of our being in Christ. The reality and the

substance of Salvation is Being in Christ. We looked at 2 Corinthians 5:17,

“If any man BE in Christ…” The word “be” there is added in the English

because in the Greek word it is supposed. In the original structure of the

Greek it is a state of being. It could have been translated as “Whoever is in

Christ”, but the phraseology is implying that it is a state of being: not

temporary. For instance, today we are in a building. You could say it is a state

of being; but it is very temporary, because we will leave this building. It is a

temporary thing, but BEING IN CHRIST is not temporary; it isn’t controlled

by location or time. It is the reality of Salvation, the reality of the Spirit.

There is never any time that you are not in Christ; and if there were, you

would lose your state of being, you would cease as a New Creation to exist.

That would be the consequences. The word “in” in the Greek is “ a

relationship of rest”. So by that translation, we are not “in this building”

because to “be” in this building by that definition, we would have to be what

the building is made of. The word “in” is an inclusive word, which means a

“relationship of rest.”

Now, if you bring all of this over to the New Creation, that is exactly the

understanding of our BEING IN CHRIST, because why are we said to “BE”

in Christ? Because Christ is in us! When is He NOT in you? Never! When are

we not in and with Him? Never! HE IS OUR STATE OF BEING! It is IN

HIM we live, and move and have our being. And all of that is because He is

in us; not in theory, not in theology, but in Divine Truth. So the whole reality

of Salvation is not the reality of being in a building; it is the reality of BEING

IN CHRIST – wherever I am, whenever I am – I am there IN CHRIST! When

this begins to actively be your state of being; when the reality comes… See,

we’re not just talking about the fact, but the reality of being in Christ; and the

reality of the thing has to do with the Covenants.
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References:

NT:1722
eeee)n)n)n)n
en (en); a primary preposition denoting (fixed) position (in place, time or

state), and (by implication) instrumentality (medially or constructively), i.e. a

relation of rest (intermediate between NT:1519 and NT:1537); "in," at, (up-)

on, by, etc.:
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright ©

1994, 2003 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

Ps 72:1-17

Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the king's

son. He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with

judgment. The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills,

by righteousness. He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the

children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor. They shall fear

thee as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations. He

shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the

earth. In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so

long as the moon endureth. He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and

from the river unto the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wilderness

shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of

Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba

shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall

serve him. For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and

him that hath no helper. He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the

souls of the needy. He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and

precious shall their blood be in his sight. And he shall live, and to him shall

be given of the gold of Sheba: prayer also shall be made for him continually;

and daily shall he be praised. There shall be an handful of corn in the earth

upon the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and

they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth. His name shall endure for

ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be

blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.

Acts 17:28

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your

own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.
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Motivated By Reality

We are talking about reality. You and I are motivated only by what is real to

us. Unfortunately a lot of things that are real to us, are not real at all, but to us

it is real. Think of someone alone in a cabin in the woods, and all of a sudden

they start hearing something outside. And something rolls or knocks. They

may be hearing the wind, but all of a sudden they are hearing a big, grizzly

bear that is trying to get in that cabin! That’s real to them. Now, it could

actually be real, but my point is, it is real to them, and they are motivated by

it. That’s a drastic example, but you and I are only motivated by what is real

to us. If it’s not real to you it doesn’t motivate your actions or your values. It

doesn’t determine things; but what is real to you does. You are governed in

what you do by a real situation, by a real circumstance, by a real relationship.

Whatever is real to you governs you accordingly. And it governs your

thoughts, your reactions, your relationships with others, your time – it

governs you. You are continually under that until it is no longer a real

situation, and that can be good or bad.

Now that’s in the natural, and we jump from one thing that’s real, to another

thing that’s real – that’s the way we live. Not so IN CHRIST, because here

there’s only one reality; and He’s the same yesterday, today and forever. We

don’t understand that because we try to apply that out here in the ‘non-real’

world: in the Old Covenant world, in the world of “not” – we who were NOT;

time past. But in Christ, sooner or later everyone who is in Him is going to be

faced with reality. What’s the difference between the two worlds; between

Being in Christ and still living in this world? COVENANT – understanding.

Covenant is a matter of understanding given of God. The understanding given

of God in the Old Covenant was in types and shadows. The understanding

given of God in the New Covenant is IN HIS SON. All the types and shadows

in the Old spoke of The Son, but none of them were The Son. The Tabernacle

spoke of you being in Christ, but the Tabernacle was NOT you in Christ; it

spoke of it. The Jordan –  the Jordan River is the type of God revealing His

Son in the earth, bringing His Son forth. Well, the next time you see that

happening is the Apostle Paul: “It pleased God to reveal His Son in me”. We

could say Paul had a “Jordan River” experience.

We could say that at that point Paul came from Old Covenant issues to New

Covenant realization. And he said that he did – when God revealed His Son in

him, that with him, the things that were gain, he counted loss – for the

excellency NOW of the knowledge of Christ Jesus My Lord! It is life

changing! And even in the history of it: when God finally did get Israel from

the wilderness into Canaan, would you not say that life, and every aspect of it
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changed? These people now had to grow food! For forty years they didn’t

have to grow any food; they just had to go pick it up off the ground! But now

they have to plant, now they’ve got harvest, now they’ve got seasons, now

they’ve got to honor the seven feasts. Would you not say that life changed for

them? Just on that one River! It is Life changing!

For Paul, when God revealed His Son in him, bringing him from One

Covenant which he was schooled in, to a New Covenant, to a realization of all

things in Christ – life changed, motivations changed! One time he was

motivated by altars and sacrifices, and ceremonies. Now – it’s CHRIST!

Now, for me to live is Christ! Under this Covenant Paul is motivated 24 hours

a day. It determined his life. It didn’t determine what he did for a living; it

determined his life. What you and I do for a living is NOT our life. Do you

understand that teaching and preaching is NOT my life? CHRIST is my Life!

If I were smitten somehow and could not make a sound out of my mouth,

Christ would be no less my Life! Our motivation has got to come from there.

I am not motivated by preaching; I don’t preach because I love to preach. I

have no love for preaching – period! But I preach because Christ is my Life,

and I preach because I understand we are bound up together in Him, and I

preach for the sharing of Life, and the receiving of Life, and the increase of

Christ in the earth. That’s why I preach. And however we can best accomplish

that is fine with me. It doesn’t make any difference how many I preach to,

because I’m not there to preach to numbers, I’m not built up or torn down one

way or the other. I’m there to share Life.

See, we’re still bound up with this Old Covenant understanding and

motivation. Paul was motivated 24 hours a day by his understanding of God.

His life was motivated. It didn’t determine what he did for a living, but it

determined his living, it determined his Life. But when Christ was revealed in

him; when he was knocked down, turned around, smitten blind… and

received the Lord Jesus; and God called him by His grace. But then Paul was

set aside; he went out into the desert, a wasted place. He testified himself it

was for 3 years, and it was there that God revealed His Son in him. And

Paul’s life was changed! Now he was motivated 24 hours a day by Christ!

Not by the Law – by Christ! It didn’t determine how he made his living,

because preaching wasn’t that, and Paul says that. Paul said he wasn’t there so

he could get their money. He said, I’m here declaring Life. I’m here declaring

Christ! My motivation in walking all over the Middle East is not because I’m

making a lot of money! Paul stopped and made tents from time to time, but

the whole point is that wasn’t his motivation and people don’t seem to be able

to divide the two.
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References:

2 Cor 4:17-18

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more

exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which

are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen

are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Heb 13:8-9

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Be not carried

about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart

be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that

have been occupied therein.

Phil 3:4-8

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh

that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the

eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the

Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the

church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what

things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I

count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus

my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them

but dung, that I may win Christ.

Phil 1:21

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

Motivated By Life

Paul was sharing Life, and in one place he said that he was here, and except

this group over there had sent to me, I would be sitting here sharing Life to

you – starving to death! I have robbed others that I might make up for your

lack. And yet he says I will still not require anything, less you say Paul just

comes to rob us. What I’m saying is it didn’t make any difference how he

made his living; but he was motivated by Life: CHRIST WAS HIS LIFE.

Christ determined where he was, when he was there. He determined all these

things by Life. Before the Law had determined it: now Christ does it. You are

never in a situation where something is not your motivation. You are never in

a situation where you just willy-nilly do whatever. No – that’s not real.

Something is determining; something is motivating; something is behind

either what you do or don’t do. But I’m telling you that when we come to the



131

reality of BEING IN CHRIST, that CHRIST is that something: CHRIST is

that someone! Where before any number of coming and going situations was

the motivation, now CHIRST is the motivation, and He is the same. Our Life

now becomes consistent, becomes stable, becomes predictable. I don’t mean

“things” become predictable, or our “lives” become predictable. It just

doesn’t make any difference what situation you find this person in whom

Christ is being revealed: they are the same. Situations change every day –

they don’t!

Most Christians change with the situation – we just bounce around! That’s the

way the world is, but in Christ there’s never a moment when He is not my

Life if we have come to this reality; if we’ve come to this Covenant. In the

Old it was ‘read this’. So we read it: now ‘do this’. Well what happens if I

don’t? We’re going to kill you! Oh, okay! Now that’s a little motivation! The

Law said this – and that is what is going to happen. That becomes a

motivating force, and Paul was under that. But NOW – in Christ Jesus… and

while here we are made free from the law of sin and death, we are bound by

the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus! We don’t come from ‘motivation’

to ‘no motivation’. We come from one motivation to an altogether other

motivation. So that at any time, in any place, Christ is my Life. And

motivationally, that is preeminent. If it comes to a decision – that’s

preeminent. If it comes to value or worth – there’s no question: He’s my Life!

That’s the REALITY of Being in Christ. And it is NOW – not in time past –

but NOW in Christ. And it is a matter of Covenant. It isn’t a matter of

whether you’re in Christ or not; it is a matter of whether God’s Covenant is

written in your heart or not. In the Old Covenant it was read, and then you

were expected to obey. But in Christ, it can’t be read. You can read about it;

you can read Paul speaking about it, but here the Covenant has got to be

revealed. Here the Covenant is ONE WORD – “hath spoken IN SON”. Here

the Covenant, the understanding of God is given ONLY in Christ.

References:

Rom 8:2-8

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law

of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through

the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,

condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be

fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that

are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the

Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be

spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity
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against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So

then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

Heb 8:8-11

For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord,

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house

of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the

day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt;

because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the

Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after

those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them

in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:

And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,

saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.

Ps 119:72

The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver .

Prov 8:19-21

My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice

silver. I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of

judgment: That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will

fill their treasures.

Rom 9:9

For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sara shall have a

son.

Col 1:18

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn

from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Covenant = Relationship

What is the Covenant all about? RELATIONSHIP. The Old Covenant was

describing a relationship that God had with His people, and as long as you

offered a sacrifice, you had a relationship with Him. As long as you came to

the door of the Tabernacle, you had a relationship with Him. As long as you

were circumcised, you had a relationship with Him. It was describing a

relationship. Here in Christ we come to understand my relationship is the

Person of His Son Himself. Christ is my Life; He is my relationship with the

Father. And it is a Covenant of One – ONE. Here we have a relationship not
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as many; but as One Son. In the Old the relationship was with many and of

many; “many” was involved in the Old Covenant. But in Christ, not many,

but One. Here the “many” never get beyond the Cross. In Christ it is One

New Man. Many members – oh yes, but One Body. Here “many” is not the

issue: ONE is the issue. We’ve come from many to One. That’s what

Covenant does. God has always wanted a Covenant of One –with One, in

One. So the reality that you come to here is that we are One with Christ. Most

people don’t understand this.

In the Old Covenant, they were all Israelites; but in their relationship with

God, they were many. That’s what most Christians think being ‘one’ is: that

you and I are all one body. But that’s the same understanding Israel had:

‘we’re all one Israel, we’re all one nation.’ But their relationship which was

determined with one another was as to their relationship with God, and they

were far off. They had no oneness with Him, they had no access to Him, and

the Church world has brought that right over and has applied that to the Body

of Christ. ‘Well, we’re all children of God, we’re all one with one another,

we’re just all one body.’ But they don’t understand that in Christ, the ONE IS

CHRIST HIMSELF! It’s not that we are one with one another; it’s that we are

One with Him. It’s not that we are still many – who are all Christians. No,

here it’s that we are One with Him; One New Man. It’s altogether different,

but most Christians don’t understand that. They have the same Covenant, the

same understanding that Israel had. ‘We’re all Israelites, we’re all

circumcised, we’re all this or that… so we are one Israel.’ Yes, but you are

NOT one with God! With God you’re still many, and you are still living as

many!

References:

Eph 2:14-18

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the

middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity,

even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in

himself of twain one new man , so making peace; And that he might reconcile

both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And

came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were

nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

1 Cor 15:28

And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also

himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all

in all.
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One Son – One Relationship

At the Cross the many are done away. In Christ there is ONE Spirit, ONE

Body, ONE Baptism. God here deals with us as ONE SON. Here the

Covenant is that as One Son, we have that union with our Father. “As we are

One, that they may be One.” Here we live not as many who love Jesus; here

we live as being ONE with Jesus. Here we live as One Son: not as many

Israelites who honor and fear God; not as many  Christians who honor and

fear God. No – One Son. It’s a different understanding, it’s a different

Covenant. It is not a Covenant afar; it is a Covenant of nearness. Now,

Hebrews 8:6, “ BUT NOW…. Note this… but NOW hath he obtained a more

excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant,

which was established upon better promises. For if that first covenant had

been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. For

finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when

I will make a NEW covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah:

Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I

took them by the hand….” We have Christians today who say Jesus is going

to “take them by the hand and lead them home.” No, that’s the old. Over in

Christ He doesn’t take you by the hand and lead you any place! You live in

Him! You are His Body! It’s not NOW the picture of Jesus in a flowing robe

leading some poor soul through his trials and tribulations; taking him home to

glory. John saw the picture in the book of Revelation. He saw the glorified

Son of God standing in the midst of the Church; the Church which is the

Body of His fulness. That’s the picture here in Christ.

We need to come from one Covenant to another; we need to come from one

understanding to another. And of course, that understanding only comes with

God revealing His Son in you. We believe that Moses went up in a mountain

and God literally wrote on the stones – we believe that. How is it that we

cannot understand the necessity of that same God, who then wrote on stones

literally, to actually writing in our hearts – not our natural minds. No, but God

literally revealing His Word, His Son in our soul, in our hearts; engraving as

it were His image upon our soul so that we would bear the image of Him.

That we would bear the image of Him. Where? Everywhere! When? All the

time! That we would never not be walking in understanding. That wherever

we were, wherever – that we would be there in Covenant, we would be there

understanding that I am in Christ, and He is my Life! This understanding, this

Covenant. So we who have come from death unto Life must now come from

the Covenant of death to the Covenant of Life. We who have by the Spirit
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been placed in Christ must allow the Spirit to reveal Christ in us, else we’re

here trying to walk in an understanding of God that is not given in His Son. It

is an understanding that will let us “go to church”, but it is not an

understanding that will cause us everywhere and always to live as “Church”,

to live as the Body of Christ.

Now Hebrews 8:9, “Not according to the covenant that I made with their

fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of

Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not,

saith the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of

Israel after those days…” What days? Time past. What is after those days?

CHRIST is after those days. The New Day in Him! Well, what’s after that

Day that Christ is? NOTHING! It’s an endless day; an ever endless day! Very

few have even begun to walk in it, but it is an endless day. “…I will put my

laws into their minds, and write them in their hearts; and I will be to them a

God, and they shall be to me a people.” And the word “people” there doesn’t

mean a lot of people; it’s speaking of a unit, a whole, a body. They will be to

Me a House, they will be to Me a Body, and they will be to Me a Sanctuary.

A Covenant is not about a bunch of people; a Covenant is about ONE.

Verse 11, “And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man

his brother …” That’s not talking about something off in “Never-never land”.

That’s talking about our Life in Christ NOW. That’s why we gather; we’re

sharing the reality of the Covenant, from the oldest to the youngest. Paul said

we preach and we teach, warning every man, persuading every man that we

may present every man perfect in Christ. That is fully grown up in Christ.

Now our whole motivation changes, and our whole ministry changes. Verse

13, “In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that

which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.” Ready to vanish

away.

References:

John 17:21-26

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they

also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And

the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even

as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in

one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved

them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast

given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou

hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. O

righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and
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these have known that thou hast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy

name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be

in them, and I in them.

Eph 4:1-7

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the

vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with

longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity

of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as

ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism,

One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of

Christ.

2 Cor 11:2

For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one

husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

Comprehension Determines Condition

So we are looking to these two Covenants, and each of these is related to a

spiritual condition, and a spiritual comprehension. And you can’t separate

spiritual condition from spiritual comprehension because your spiritual

comprehension determines your spiritual condition. Whatever you

comprehend your relationship with God as being determines the condition of

your relationship. Now this is evident even in the natural. Take marriage:

whatever you comprehend of husband and wife – that will determine the

condition of that marriage. And in the Old Covenant you have all of that:

relationships, marriages. Now over in Christ you have relationships too, but

they are part of a NEW comprehension, IF a New comprehension exists. But

if it doesn’t, you can get them to “go to church” but that doesn’t change

anything! It doesn’t change anything down deep in the motivating center of

their heart: going to church doesn’t change anything. Getting them in religion

doesn’t change anything. It doesn’t change their background or their

concepts. It doesn’t change anything. But the Covenant which is IN CHRIST

will! It will change everything. A NEW comprehension. Why? Because

everything begins to be motivated by our NEW understanding of our

relationship with Christ. Consequently everything is affected by that –

everything!
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I finally, after being married for many years; finally IN CHRIST came to

understand marriage. That there is only one marriage. That locked into my

soul: the great mystery – Christ and The Church. Every other relationship on

earth comes to be dominated and controlled by that understanding. And if that

understanding is not there, then your idea of marriage will be deficient. But

the Lord uncovered my idea of marriage, and He uncovered it in relation to

Christ and the Church. Not what I read about it, but when I really came to see

my relationship with Him as His Body, The Church, as His Wife and His

Bride. Then, I looked at how I considered my wife, my bride, my flesh – and

it changed me! I thought that all of my egotism was done away when I first

saw the Lord. I saw the old man and the New Man; but it wasn’t all done

away. It may not be all done away yet, but a big hunk of it went out when I

realized the relationship of marriage. Then all I wanted to do was elevate my

wife; all I wanted to do was bless my wife; all I wanted to do was love,

nurture and care for my wife. And I’m not talking about with “things”. I’m

talking about with myself! No man ever hated his own body. But see, I had no

concept in Christ of who MY body was. I knew I was HIS Body, but who is

MY body – for purposes of manifestation? And all of a sudden I saw that in

my wife!

The Covenant Is Revealed

What I’m telling you is that everything changes here because of the Reality of

Being in Christ. Nothing can remain the same, nothing can be viewed the

same; because it’s NOT the same NOW. It is determined by our relationship

with Him. But we don’t know that relationship until a NEW Covenant, until

He, The Covenant Word is revealed in us. But I will tell you that as you see

your relationship to Him, it will determine your relationship with every

human being on the face of the earth. And of course, it will determine most of

all, your relationship with those that are closest to Him – certainly. It will,

because you are never not in Christ; you are there. I remember once when I

was in Ghana, West Africa with a counsel of Churches. I don’t know how

many denominations were represented – from Anglicans to Pentecostals. But

the first thing I told them was I was not there to preach to, or teach Africans. I

care nothing about Africa or Africans. I said, however, I care nothing about

Americans either! I care nothing about whites or blacks, or yellows or

browns. That’s not my realm of concern. I told them I was there ministering

to the Lord’s Body which is neither… nor. And my whole concern during that

time was to bring them to that understanding. Here I am ministering to you as

the Lord’s Body, which is not Jew, not Gentile, not male, not female.
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So what I’m telling you is this will change your relationship with every

person on the face of the earth. And if you ever come to deal with some of

those human beings, your relationship is already established IN CHRIST.

You don’t have to establish a relationship with them: it’s already been

established in your mind and in your heart. We used to teach in “Missions” in

Bible School the “cultural shock” and cultural differences, because you’ve got

to “understand” the people you are going to minister to so you don’t offend

them. Well, I understand them in Christ! The Truth is that you are dead, and

your Life is Christ! And if that’s offensive – so be it, but that’s the Gospel,

that’s the Truth! We shouldn’t go to be culturally sensitive, but just go to

present the Truth – as it is in Christ. I’m not going to make better Africans of

them, or better Mexicans of them, or better Texans of them. We read that

“Henceforth know we no man after the flesh; Though we have known Christ

after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we Him no more.” (2 Cor. 5:16) So

as we come to this Covenant and see our relationship with Him, it changes

our relationship with humanity, and most particularly those that are closest to

Him, because we find the perfection of that reality in our union with Christ. It

works in us that way.

References:

Eph 5:25-32

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave

himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water

by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having

spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without

blemish. So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth

his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but

nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are

members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man

leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two

shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and

the church.

1 John 1:3

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may

have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with

his Son Jesus Christ.
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Part 4: Time Past – But Now

Possessing What Is In Christ By Covenant

We want to look now at the contrast between the time when we were “not”:

not in Christ, but just “not”. Paul says you were not a people; you were

without hope – we were “not”. But NOW in Christ… That’s what Salvation

is, but we don’t teach this in modern day religion. We teach that Salvation is

taking what you were, and making it better. But that’s not what Salvation

was. Before the Cross – we were NOT! You can just write a big NOT over

the Old Covenant – we were not. But NOW in Christ… New Creation. We

come there by The Cross. That’s how we come from being “not” to now

being in Christ. Let’s look at some scripture showing that “time past” relates

to this time under the Old Covenant. The Old Covenant is that Covenant from

Adam all the way through the Cross. It takes up the Covenant with Adam, the

Covenant with Abraham, the Covenant with Moses, and it binds them all up

in an Old Covenant. An Old Covenant has its creation. Think about this: it is

interesting, because you find the reality of this in Christ. Do you know why

most Christians have no concept of the reality that is in Christ? Because they

know nothing about the Old Covenant. They don’t know anything about it,

but in the Old Covenant we find three distinct types of Salvation. Under the

Adamic Covenant, which goes up through Noah, we find the Covenant with

creation. Under the Old Covenant there was a creation that God related to in

His types and shadows. He related to Adam through the type of the Tree of

Life and the Tree of knowledge of good and evil. He related to Noah through

the type of his Ark. I’m not saying these were not “real”, but they were types.

There was a real Ark, but it was a type of a reality. This was Covenant.

Then you come to Abraham, and the whole thing was a Covenant relation to a

Seed and a Land. Those are the two things with Abraham: ‘Unto thy seed will

I give this land. In the land was the inheritance.’ The inheritance belongs to

the Seed because they would inhabit the land. And we know the types and

shadows of that. But we understand in Salvation it is Seed and land, involving

an inheritance, and then with Israel Salvation was seen as redemption of a

Household, the Blood of the Lamb – redeemed. “Out of Egypt have I called

My Son.” So with Israel we see that Salvation is a Corporate Son, a redeemed

House. And we find the reality of all that: BUT NOW IN CHRIST – you are a

New Creation; in Christ Jesus, you are that Seed. “And unto Abraham and his

seed were the promises made. He saith not, as to seeds, as to many; but as of

one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” That’s Galatians 3:16. Then verse 29
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says, “And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according

to the promise.” We find the Lamb here in Christ, wherein dwells the

promise, wherein dwells the inheritance.

What I’m saying is that every aspect can be drawn over. Here we find the

household of The Son, The House that you are, The Son dwelling,

manifesting that House’s glory. What I’m saying is you do not have to, and

you must not go OUTSIDE OF CHRIST to find any fulfillment that is set

forth in the Old Covenant. They all come right over, but you can only walk in

it by Covenant. Just because it’s fulfilled in Christ doesn’t mean you and I are

walking in it. We can be here still “looking for a better land”. Listen – there

isn’t a better land than the One you are in! We can be here still looking for an

inheritance; but your inheritance is IN HIM! There’s no greater inheritance

than Eternal Life! But we only possess by Covenant. Even in the old, that’s

the way they possessed – by Covenant. Now that’s the only way you possess

- by Covenant. Not because it’s in Christ, but because the Covenant is in you.

It is by Covenant that you possess what is in Christ. So we are either living in

a Covenant that relates to “time past” or a Covenant that is declaring “but

now in Christ.”

References:

Gen 6:8

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

Gen 12:7

And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this

land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him.

Gen 15:18

In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed

have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river

Euphrates.

Gen 26:4

And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto

thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth

be blessed.

Gal 3:16-20

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to

seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed , which is Christ. And this I

say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law,
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which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should

make the promise of none effect. For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no

more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise. Wherefore then

serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should

come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the

hand of a mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.

Gal 3:27-29

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither

male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then

are ye Abraham's seed , and heirs according to the promise.

Times Past = Old Covenant

Look at Galatians 1:13, “For ye heard of my conversation IN TIME PAST in

the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God,

and wasted it.” With Paul “time past” is time spent in the Old Covenant. How

many believers today are living in “time past”? One clear indication of that is

when people talk about going back to the ‘good old days’, with that ‘good old

religion’. It wasn’t that good, but they thought it was good. Time past. ‘We

need an ‘old time revival!’ You mean a “time past” understanding? That’s

what they are talking about – an Old Covenant relationship with God where

God ‘comes down in our midst’ rather than dwelling in us; it’s when God

visits from time to time. It’s time past.

Galatians 5:19-21, “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;

Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft,

hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings,

murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you

before, as I have also told you in TIME PAST that they which do such things

shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”

Here Paul is relating all of those things to “time past”; a time when they were

not in Christ.

Ephesians 2:1-3, “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses

and sins; Wherein in TIME PAST ye walked according to the prince of this

world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now

worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our



142

conversation in TIMES PAST in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of

the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as

others.”

Paul is talking about himself and the Jewish religion. We read that today and

don’t realize that “time past” is the time that Paul uses to say that our lives

were regulated by the Law. But what did the Law expose Paul as being? A

sinner! It’s a time past, it’s a time of the Old Covenant, of the Old Law; and

I’m telling you that most believers in Christ have no more understanding than

that! They have no real understanding of Divine relationship, so they relegate

Salvation to: well, we don’t have to offer sacrifices any more because Jesus

died for our sins. But that’s it with them, and for the rest of it, it’s still an

OLD understanding, an Old Covenant. And they will quote Old Covenant

Scripture and make it their present understanding. Abraham looked for a

city…. We’re looking for a city! Wait a minute. Abraham looked for a city

under an Old Covenant! Yes sir, we have come to the City of God, the

heavenly Jerusalem! We are not “city-less”! We are not strangers, not

foreigners – NOW IN CHRIST! But many believers are still living in “time

past”.

Ephesians 2:11-13, “Wherefore remember, that ye being in TIME PAST

Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called

the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at THAT TIME ye were

without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers

from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world.

But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the

blood of Christ.”

There’s the difference – you were sometimes far off, BUT NOW in Christ

Jesus. And Paul speaks to them not in time past, but in relation to their being

in Christ. And Paul says the same thing here as he says in 2 Corinthians 5:14-

17. Ephesians 2:14 says, “For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and

hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.” 2 Corinthians

5:14 says that in that He died, all died with Him. What was the middle wall of

partition? It was the wall of flesh, it was the wall of humanity. How did He do

that? Verse 15, “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of

commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain (Jew

and Gentile) one new man, so making peace.” How did He make One New

Man out of two halves of the human race? How did He do that? Verse 16, “

And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having

slain the enmity thereby.” He made them to be one body – but it is not the



143

Body of Christ. He made them to be one body BY HIS CROSS. The body

that He made them to be… Remember Jesus said in John 12, “When I be

lifted up I will draw all men in unto Me. This He spake concerning His

death.” In that one died, all died with Him. He brought them all into the body

of His death; and the Jew and the Gentile became one body in death. He

brought them there, so that in His Resurrection He brings forth a Body, but it

is not the Body that is planted that comes forth. He brings forth an altogether

NEW BODY that is now neither Jew nor Gentile, but One New Man! This is

not the body of a Jew or a Gentile. It is the Body of Christ. He lives in it!

NOW IN CHRIST JESUS…

Saved By His Life

Paul says the same thing in every epistle. “For He is our peace… having

abolished in His flesh… that He might reconcile both unto God…” How were

we reconciled unto God? Romans 5:9 and 10 says we were reconciled by the

death of His Son; that we might be saved by His Life. Ephesians 2:16-19,

“And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having

slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were

afar off, and to them that were nigh, For through him we both have access by

one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and

foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

And are built upon the foundation…” NOW IN CHRIST JESUS… But now

in Christ Jesus… and it speaks of our relationship of BEING IN CHRIST.

Hebrews 1:1, “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in

TIME PAST unto the fathers by the prophets…” That has to do with

Covenant, the Old Covenant. Verse 2 says “Hath in these last days”, but a

better translation in the Greek says “Hath in the end of those days.” “Hath in

these last days” is misleading because it seems to say these are the last days.

No – the last days of the Bible were the last days of the Old Covenant. Every

time you find “last days” in the Bible it is related to “time past” – not time

ahead. We think the “last days” are coming. No, the last days are not coming:

the last days are come. We say ‘in the last days God is going to raise up…’

He did! In the last days He raised up His Son, and by His Son this Body is

raised up. That’s in the last days. The last days are of this Old Covenant, and

the last days are always connected to the coming to the close of the Old

Covenant. Listen – where are you going to find “last days” in Christ? There’s

no last days in Him; there’s just one glorious day! We say it’s the last days in

the world; but the “last days” related to this world, this age, the Old Covenant.

Time past = last days.
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So the original translation of this verse is “at the end of those days hath

spoken in Son.” And that makes sense because CHRIST IS THE END OF

THOSE DAYS, the end of the Law for righteousness, the end of the first, the

beginning of the second. He is the end of those days, but the problem is most

believers in their heart have not come to the end of those days. BY

COVENANT: we've got to come there by Covenant, to the end of those days,

because you can’t fix it up. If you do you’ve got a mixture. We’re having a

problem with Sabbath: we don’t know where we live. WE’RE LIVING IN

CHRIST! It just makes a difference! Saturday is going to be the same, but I’m

not the same. I’m living in The Day, and here He’s not going to change. Our

comprehension changes, but that’s not really where we live. We are to be

living in Him, and manifesting that in the natural creation. This is the creation

where I live – IN CHRIST JESUS. The rest of it is time past. Time past – and

I don’t live there any more!

1 Peter 2:10, “Which in TIME PAST were not a people, but are now the

people of God; which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly

lusts, which war against the soul; Having your conversation honest among

the Gentiles…” Peter writes mostly to the Jews who are now in Christ. Paul

went to the Gentiles, Peter remained with the Jews, and yet Peter finally

comes to declare the same thing Paul does: The One New Man. Peter had a

problem with circumcision when he first started out, but he got over that, and

here he’s referring to the Jews as being “time past”. Under their own Old

Covenant they were NOT a people, but NOW… He’s come to see that. “Unto

Him shall the gathering of the people be…” (Gen. 49:10) But in time past you

were not a people. You are a people here: unto HIM shall the gathering of the

people be. But we’ve still got preachers standing up saying that “one day”

there will be this gathering unto Him. But this is the gathering unto Him! I’m

in that gathering! You’re in that gathering! We are quickened, raised, seated

by the Spirit of God! And if we only understood that our very lives would be

a MANIFESTATION of that gathering. Our gathering would be a

manifestation of the reality of that gathering. We wouldn’t ‘go to church’

because it’s Sunday morning: we would gather because we are gathered in

Christ Jesus. And it may look like the same thing on the outside, but it’s not

the same thing in our hearts. The one you get tired of doing. The other is a

manifestation of reality. And it makes a difference.

One last verse: 1 Peter 4:3, “For the TIME PAST of our life may suffice us to

have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness,

lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries.”
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He’s talking to the Jews here; he’s talking about Old Covenant abominations.

“Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of

riot, speaking evil of you.” He’s talking to these Old Covenant Jews who have

come out of the Old Covenant and are found in Christ, and he’s saying they

are not doing those same things any more. See, we think this is about going

down to Harry’s beer joint and getting drunk, but he was talking about

involving ourselves in the riotous living of the Law and the excess of that.

You did that in time past, and now you’re wondering why your neighbors are

persecuting you. Well, because you have come to a NEW comprehension of

Christ. Verse 6, “For this cause was the gospel preached also to them that

are dead…” Them that are dead – that’s Old Covenant Israel, and at this time

many of them are still dead! “…that they might be judged according to men

in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. But the end of all things is

at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.” The end of all things

is AT HAND! Not coming one day – it’s here! We’ve come to that right here

IN CHRIST JESUS.

This is just a contrast between the Two Covenants: one relating to a

comprehension therefore a life style that is “time past”. The other is a

comprehension and therefore a life style that is “but now.” Everything is here

NOW; everything is real NOW – IN CHRIST JESUS! This is the reality of

our Being in Christ – by Covenant!

References:

Rom 5:9-10

Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from

wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God

by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by

his life .

John 6:39-40

And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath

given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.

And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son,

and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the

last day.

John 6:44

No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and

I will raise him up at the last day.
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John 6:53-55

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the

flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso

eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him

up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.

Heb 10:25

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is;

but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day

approaching.

Assembling:  (See John 14:3, 20 and Ephesians 2:5-6)

NT:1997
eeee))))pisunagwghpisunagwghpisunagwghpisunagwgh////
episunagoge (ep-ee-soon-ag-o-gay'); from NT:1996; a complete

collection; especially a Christian meeting (for worship): KJV -

assembling (gathering) together.
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary.
Copyright © 1994, 2003 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

NT:1997 episunagoogee, episunagoogees, hee

(episunagoo, which see);a. a gathering together in one place, equivalent

to to episunagesthai (2 Macc. 2:7):epi tina, to one, 2 Thess 2:1.
(from Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright © 2000, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights

reserved.)
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Part 5: Salvation Unto Glory

Environment

I pray that we are being gathered into the Truth, and we must have an

environment of that Truth. It begins in the heart of an individual, but the

gathering of those individuals strengthens that environment. We are talking

about the reality of being in Christ, and what is that except an environment?

God has brought us out of one environment into another; from one creation to

another, but this that the Lord has done is not some kind of a make believe

thing – it is an environment where we who walk in the Covenant, do in fact

live by faith in the reality of the faith – in Christ Jesus. What I’m telling you

is that it is a real relationship; it’s a real environment. Now most Christians

have no concept of a real environment. The only environment that they have

any true concept of is the environment of the Old Covenant, the environment

of taste, touch, hear, see – the environment of the senses, the environment that

is passing away while you look at it; the environment that is changing while

you are trying to get a hold of it. It’s the environment of the senses. Most

Christians think that is the real. Their concept of heaven is just God making

that environment better.

Reference:

Colossians 1:13

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us

into the kingdom of his dear Son.

I’m telling you, very few Christians are motivated by a real, eternal,

everlasting, non-passing environment because that environment that is IN

CHRIST has to be revealed in our hearts, created in our hearts, formed in our

hearts by the Holy Spirit, so that we quit living in a temporal environment.

That is, that we quit being motivated by it, and that our motivation comes

from the reality of substance; the reality of being in Christ. Do you know

when that happens you bring stability into an unstable environment, rather

than being motivated by the unstable environment and saying ‘One day God

will take you to a better one.’ But by The Cross He has brought us to that

environment already; but this is one you can’t touch with your natural hand.

This is one that sense knowledge can not comprehend. If it could – then it

wouldn’t be any good, because if you can touch it, it’s crumbling; if you can

see it, it is passing.
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Reference:

1 Corinthians 2:9,10

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered

into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love

him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth

all things, yea, the deep things of God.

Looking

Paul understood that. In 2 Corinthians 4:18 he wrote, “ While we look not at

the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things

which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

The word “look” there means ‘set upon with our affections, set upon with our

desires, seek to attain, look stedfastly, become motivated by.’ All of those

definitions are applicable to this word “look”. It is not merely to glance at, but

to set one’s hope and attention upon it. “While we look not at the things which

are seen…” They are not the source of our motivation; they are not that upon

which we set our whole attention, our desire. Paul said this same thing in

Colossians 3:1-3, “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are

above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on

things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid

with Christ in God.” It’s the same thing. Paul doesn’t change Gospels in each

epistle. He declares the same thing in each epistle. He makes application of

that Truth to different ones and in different places, but it’s the same Truth, it’s

the same Gospel. He says the same thing.

Not – But

We’ve been looking at the side which is “NOT”; Not … but Christ.

“ While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are

not seen…” It’s the same principle here. Not… but Christ; Not I…but Christ;

Not flesh … but Christ. It’s the same thing all the way through the Bible. “…

not at the things which are seen: for the things which are seen are

temporal…” That means passing away. They are part of that creation that is

summed up in the Bible as ‘TIME PAST’. And if it is ‘time past’ it can NOT

be called Eternal. And we are looking at the difference of NOT being in

Christ, and being in Christ. We find that our Salvation is a state of being IN

Christ. But to live there, we must live in that Covenant, that understanding of

which Christ The Eternal Word alone is the mediator. This is not as Moses,
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Paul says, but as Christ. The problem is most believers who are in Christ are

still living under an Old Covenant; having been brought into an Eternal

environment, their mind is still obsessed with the carnal, with the natural. So

rather than manifesting the One, the Eternal in the midst of the other, we are

trying to make the other, the temporal like the Eternal. And that won’t work!

We try to make it better, but why don’t you just manifest that which is already

better? Why don’t you just manifest that which is REAL?

References:

Hebrews 3:5-6

And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of

those things which were to be spoken after; But Christ as a son over his own

house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of

the hope firm unto the end.

Hebrews 8:6

But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is

the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better

promises.

Hebrews 9:15

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of

death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first

testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal

inheritance.

That = Purpose

We are looking at purpose, and we used the word “that”; it is all “that” –

Salvation has one purpose – THAT. And that purpose is summed up in Christ

– that He be revealed, that He be formed in you, and that He be expressed

through you, that He has Divine expression. So Paul says wherever we are :

“Now thanks be unto  God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.” (1

Corinthians 2:14) That’s why He might put you in some old stinky place, and

you manifest there the savor of the knowledge of Christ. Unto God it is a

sweet smelling savor that answers to the Old Covenant altar of incense. It is a

sweet smelling savor. Try that! There are no artificial chemicals that will

clean up the ill smells of the environment of humanity; but you manifesting

there the reality of Christ – will do it!
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Reference:

Exodus 30: 1,7

And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon; of shittim wood shalt thou

make it… And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when

he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it.

Salvation Unto Glory

So we are dealing with the reality of being in Christ. Now we want to draw

our attention to this glorious Salvation that we have in Christ Jesus –

Salvation Unto Glory; and according to the scripture, whether it is the Old or

the New Covenant, Salvation that is not bound up with glory is not Salvation

at all. Even in the Old Testament, Salvation is set forth in its types and

shadows; but even under the Old Covenant, Salvation is always inseparably

bound with GLORY. Glory in fact was the proof; it was the validation of that

Salvation. How did they know it was of God? The glory of the Lord

appeared! It’s always that way. I don’t care if it was Moses looking at the

burning bush, or with Abraham with his eyes lifted up – it is always

connected with GLORY. Not disconnected: glory came along with it. Glory

was the certification that this is The Lord; this is The Lord’s Salvation. And

anything without glory was not of God.

References:

Exodus 40:33-35

And he reared up the court round about the tabernacle and the altar, and set

up the hanging of the court gate. So Moses finished the work. Then a cloud

covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled the

tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation,

because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the

tabernacle.

1 Kings 8:10,11

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the

cloud filled the house of the Lord. So that the priests could not stand to

minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of

the Lord.

Exodus 3:2,5,6

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the

midst of a bush: and he looked, and behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
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bush was not consumed…And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes

from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standeth is holy ground.

Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of

Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to

look upon God.

Genesis 13:14

And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up

now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and

southward, and eastward, and westward.

Genesis 18:1,2

And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the

tent door in the heat of the day; And he lift up his eyes and looked, and lo,

three men stood by him; and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the

tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground.

Glory Certifies The Lord

For instance, with Israel, when did the Lord show His great displeasure with

Israel, and showed that Israel as a people were no longer a Testimony of His

Salvation in the earth? It occurred when the Glory left Shiloh, and the Glory

of God that left Shiloh NEVER returned to that natural Old Covenant type.

Once it left it never returned under the Old Covenant dispensation. But the

Glory that left Shiloh is returned in the Person of The Lord Jesus, and that is

according to the prophecy given by Jacob in Genesis 49:10 when he said, “

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his

feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.”

Now that didn’t mean much until later on in God’s dealing with Israel there

was a place called “Shiloh” and the Temple of God was at Shiloh. But it was

also there that Israel left the Lord and began on their downhill march toward

Babylonian captivity, and ceased to represent the Sabbath in the land: that is,

ceased to represent the complete Work of The Cross. All of this is in type and

shadow, but it is all pointing to a fulfillment in Christ that you and I call

Salvation, or that we should know as Salvation.

References:

1 Samuel 4:22

And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: for the ark of God is taken.
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Psalm 78:58-61

For they provoked him to anger with their high places, and moved him to

jealousy with their graven images. When God heard this, he was wroth, and

greatly abhorred Israel: So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent

which he placed among men. And delivered his strength into captivity, and his

glory into the enemy’s hand.

Until Shiloh Come

And so the Glory left, but it is interesting that when the Glory left the Temple

at Shiloh, even in type and shadow it never, ever returned. True to the

prophecy of Jacob – until Shiloh come. The word “Shiloh” in an ancient

translation means ‘The Lord coming in Israel’; and unto Him shall the

gathering of the people be. The word ‘people’ there means Israel. And here in

Christ is where we have the Israel of God; but here there is neither Jew nor

Gentile, nor bond nor free, but One New Man – gathered unto Him, gathered

into the Lord of Glory, gathered into the Glory of the Lord! Not waiting to go

there…. Gathered into the Glory of the Lord. Now this is either true or we can

just throw our Bibles away because this is all the way through the book!

Salvation Bound Up With Glory

I don’t know where our modern concept comes from – that ‘we are saved and

ON OUR WAY TO GLORY.’ No, our Salvation is bound up with Glory.

Salvation is bound up with Glory, but we’re looking for something with the

natural eye, and the only glory you can see with the natural eye is the glory of

the Old Covenant – smoke, clouds, and fire: which wasn’t Glory at all, but a

TYPE of it. And it came and went – it faded. That’s the only thing you can

see with your natural eye. But the Glory of the Lord to which we have come

in Christ you can NOT see with your natural eye because that is the absolute,

Eternal Glory of Divine Relationship. And that brings us to this consideration:

Glory in your Bible is always defined and shown to be NOT a location, but a

relationship. We said these two Covenants defined two comprehensions of

God and consequently two relationships. In the Old Covenant the relationship

of God was through a mediator – Moses. Here the relationship of God was

through the mediation of prophets. Here the relationship of God was through

the mediation of types and shadows. Here the people were kept at a distance,

and the glory of that relationship came and went. They did not live in it.
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Reference:

Hebrews 1:1

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the

fathers by the prophets,

Relationship

But we have come from one Covenant to an altogether New Covenant and

consequently we have come from one relationship to a NEW relationship

altogether different. For instance, in the Old the relationship with Israel was

as many. Here in Christ the relationship with you and I is as ONE – not as

many. As One – as One House, One Household, One Body, even One Son.

We have come from one relationship to another, and we have come also with

that consequently from one glory to another glory. That’s what Salvation is:

we have come from the glory of the Old to the Glory of the New. We spoke

of the House, the Tabernacle, and we looked at Haggai 2: that the glory of the

latter shall be greater than the former. The difference is in GLORY: the

difference is in RELATIONSHIP. And yet 90% of Christians who are in

Christ by the Work of the Spirit are not walking in a relationship of Glory.

They are not comprehending relationship. They are in Christ with an Old

Covenant comprehension! They are in Christ, but still living like Christ is one

place and they are someplace else. Modern day religion has in my opinion

accomplished one thing in the hearts of God’s people: it has decapitated the

Body of Jesus Christ!

References:

John 17:21

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they

also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

Romans 12:4,5

For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the

same office: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one

members one of another.

Ephesians 2:6

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in

Christ Jesus.
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Head and Body

Modern day religion has placed the Head one place, and has placed the Body

another place, and it seems like the two shall never come together again! But

that’s not the Biblical picture. That’s not what we have come to in Christ! He

does not have a Headless Body; and we are not a Headless Body. We have

come to Him. Head and Body is one union. Yes, we distinguish between

Head and Body, but there is no separation between them. That is even so in

the natural. You don’t see someone coming in the door and say, ‘There is

John, and he’s got his body WITH him.’ Paul uses this analogy and says in 1

Corinthians 12:12, “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all

the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.”

That is because by One Spirit we are all baptized into One Body – we looked

at that. So the point is we have come to a relationship of ONE. Oh yes, there

is a distinction between Head and body, but no separation: they are One New

Creation. The one is to grow up into the fulness of the other in all things.

Ephesians 4:15, “ But speaking the truth in love, may grow up INTO HIM in

all things, which is the head, even Christ.” For what purpose? To become a

manifestation of HIM in all places and at all times.

Reference:

Ephesians 1:22,23

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all

things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

Walking in Covenant

This is the Salvation to which you and I have been brought. Unfortunately it’s

not the understanding that we are walking in. Unfortunately it’s not the

Covenant we are walking in. Unfortunately it’s not the relationship that we

are enjoying. All of the doctrines and dispensationalism and the futuristic

doctrines are simply the imaginations of men’s hearts because there is no

scriptural foundation for it – at all! None! There is no foundation in the

scripture to project Salvation out beyond the fulness of Jesus Christ – none

whatsoever. If it is testified to in the Old Covenant, it is fulfilled in the New.

And the New Covenant is not another set of writings: the New Covenant is an

understanding given of God in the Person of His Son.  “ God, who at sundry

times and in divers manners spake in time past…” He did speak in this way!

“…Hath (at the end of) these days spoken unto us IN SON.” (Hebrews 1:1,2)
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That means He summed up everything of the Old in His Son, because it was

all fragmented pieces of it anyway. Now in His Son He has summed up the

whole of it. The Tabernacle is summed up; the Priesthood is summed up; the

Holy of Holies is summed up; the Ark of the Covenant is summed up; all of

the seven Feasts of Israel is summed up; the twenty four issues of Priesthood

– on and on and on.

References:

Romans 10:4

For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.

2 Corinthians 1:20

For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory

of God by us.

Walking Out of Reality

Do you know what modern day Christianity says is summed up? One in five

sacrifices! Out of the five sacrifices, one was the sin offering, and so today we

sum up everything that Jesus did and say He died on the Cross to forgive our

sins. But out of the whole Old Covenant system, that is just one offering; that

is just one offering out of five offerings! What about the rest of them; because

all of that was a big picture of Salvation that was to come in the Person of

God’s Son? So what happened to the rest of it? (See Leviticus chapters 1-5

for the five offerings.) What happened to Christ being our Eternal dwelling

place? What happened to you and I being the City of God in Christ Jesus?

What happened to a manifestation of Him in the earth? I’ll tell you what

happened – it got dispensationalized out of reality! Glory was preached as a

location rather than a relationship with God in the Person of His Son. And yet

in every Old Covenant typology Glory is a relationship. So what happened?

How did it over here in the New Covenant become a location? We say we’re

“on our way to Glory.” But IN CHRIST you’ve already come to Glory; but

the reason is lack of understanding of Covenant. You can only walk in Christ

what has been revealed in you, and the New Covenant is revealed; it is written

in your heart. The New comprehension is written in your heart. The New

comprehension of RELATIONSHIP is shown to you, the Bible says, “in the

face of Jesus Christ”. 2 Corinthians 4:6, “ For God, who commanded the light

to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”
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Covenant is the Issue

In the Old administration, Covenant was the issue. We’ve said that. It wasn’t

enough to be in the camp of Israel: you had to walk in the Covenant, or you

were put out of the camp. It didn’t make any difference if you were born there

and circumcised; and it was even WORSE if you were circumcised; because

circumcision said that you were in Covenant. Circumcision was the sign – not

just that you were an Israelite; it was the sign of the Covenant. Now in the

Old Testament this really was the same: being an Israelite and walking in the

Covenant was synonymous. The Covenant is an understanding given of God.

Yes, with Israel in types and shadows, but nonetheless they were true to that

understanding, and as long as they were true to that understanding God

honored it. It was when they weren’t true to that understanding that the Glory

of the Lord left. Why? Because they weren’t walking in relationship; and

Glory is relationship. So the Glory of the Lord left. This is what we see in the

Old Covenant. That’s what it’s all about. It’s all pointing toward a reality in

Christ. So if you were in the camp of Israel and not walking according to

Covenant, you were put out; you were excluded from relationship with the

people, with the body, with Israel. And you had to go through all kinds of

rituals in order to come back into the camp. Then the Covenant was once

again in you, and you walked in Covenant.

References:

Genesis 17:11

And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of

the covenant betwixt me and you.

Exodus 31:14

Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you; everyone that

defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein,

that soul shall be cut off from among his people.   

Leviticus 20:3,5,6

And I will set my face against that man, and will cut him off from among his

people; because he hath given of his seed unto Molech, to defile my

sanctuary, and to profane my holy name…Then I will set my face against that

man, and against his family, and will cut him off, and all that go a whoring

after him, to commit whoredom with Molech, from among their people. And

the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to

go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut

him off from among his people.
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Numbers 12: 14,15

And the Lord said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should

she not be ashamed seven days? Let her be shut out from the camp seven

days, and after that let her be received in again. And Miriam was shut out

from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not again till Miriam

was brought in again.

New Covenant

Now, here in Christ Covenant isn’t done away: it’s a NEW Covenant, it’s a

NEW understanding given of God. And the only way you can walk in Christ

is in that understanding given of the Spirit. And that understanding is not in

letters: that understanding is in the Person of Christ; God revealing His Son –

showing inwardly, revealing inwardly His Son, showing you your relationship

with Him, your union with Him; that you live in that understanding, that you

live in that Covenant, that you live as One that is in Christ, that you live in

that relationship – that you live in the Glory of God. Well, you do that in

Christ: and you express that in the earth – there’s no two ways about that. But

here’s the challenge – you and I as Christians, we are either expressing our

ignorance, or we are expressing His understanding. In every situation, you are

either expressing your ignorance, or His understanding. You are an

expression of your relationship with Him. I am too – we all are. But thank

God for His grace, Who is willing to continue to deal with us, and bring us

from Covenant to Covenant.

Reference:

Hebrews 8:7-10,13

For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been

sought for the second. For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days

come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of

Israel and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made

with their fathers…For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of

Israel after those days, saith the Lord: I will put my laws into their mind, and

write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to

me a people…In that he said, A new covenant, he hath made the first old.

Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.
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Glory Defined

Now this is not a sermon, but an understanding to which we must come. But

let’s look back now in Exodus 24, and we’re going to look at Glory as it is

defined in the Old Covenant, and I want you to see how important Glory was

to the Old Covenant. Glory is the certification that something was given of

God. If something is of God it has a glory connected to it.  If there is no glory

connected to it, then it isn’t of the Lord. Why? Because God’s concept of

Salvation has never been, and never will be anything other than bringing a

people into a Divine relationship with Himself. In the Old Covenant He did

that to the extent that that Covenant would allow, but in the New Covenant

He has done that in the Person of His Own Son who says, “At that day you

will know that I am in my Father, you are in Me, and I am in you.” (John

14:20) Now that’s RELATIONSHIP! That is New Covenant relationship. But

there’s a word there – you shall KNOW. That “knowing” is only by the Holy

Spirit; that knowing comes in the revealing of a Person, because He and He

only mediates that Oneness, that union, that relationship. “ I am the way, the

truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6)

So the Covenant comes in the revealing of The Son. The understanding comes

in the revealing of The Son – not in the revealing of “things” – things we do.

No, in the revealing of The Son.

The First Mount

Exodus 24: 15 - 18, “ And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered

the mount. And the glory of the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud

covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst

of the cloud. And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like devouring fire on

the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel. And Moses went into

the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the

mount forty days and forty nights.” It was an awesome looking thing! Fire,

cloud, smoke and darkness – awesome! And it was all in type of the glory of

God – a relationship into which Moses was called, but all of Israel couldn’t

follow – could they? Why? Because Moses was NOT the way, the truth and

the life of God’s actual, Eternal Glory. The whole thing is in type and shadow

here. The whole thing is pointing to a House to come, a Nation to come, a

Seed to come, a Prophet to come, a Mountain to come, and a Glory to come.

We read that in Hebrews 12:18-21. “For ye are not come unto the mount that

might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and

darkness, and tempest, And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words;

which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to
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them any more; (For they could not endure that which was commanded. And

if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through

with a dart: And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear

and quake.)” But YOU are NOT come to this mountain that burns, that

shakes, that quakes; this mount of trumpets and voices. YOU are not come

there. The children of Israel did: they were come there. That was the

mountain of the Old Covenant, which was the mountain of comprehension of

relationship. And they comprehended that their relationship with God was

through Moses, and through a letter, and through a distance, and seeing these

things at a distance: NOT being able to approach, not being able to touch –

NOT – N-O-T – a big NOT! You can NOT come here! That’s the Old

Covenant.

The Death Necessary For Glory

95% of Christians today are hearing that in what we call “Church services”!

You can NOT come here, but…. One day, when you die. Well, what is THE

CROSS all about? It died there. It’s the ONLY death that brings you to Glory;

it’s the only death that brings you to resurrection. If it’s all just bound up in a

physical death, we might as well go out and shoot everybody – and “go to

glory!” You say don’t be silly. Well – don’t be ignorant! If it’s bound up with

physical death, where does that leave The Cross? It’s HIS death, HIS burial.

We looked at this – how did we get into Christ? You are baptized into HIS

death: you don’t get there by having your head cut off! No, it’s by HIS death

– baptized into His death. That’s the death necessary for Glory, because you

are raised up in the power of HIS resurrection. You are raised up in union

with HIM. He’s your Life. That’s GLORY, that’s relationship! That’s what

the Old Covenant teaches. I’m just showing you one side of the coin and the

other.

Reference:

Romans 6:3-5

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were

baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into

death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been

planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of

his resurrection.
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Ye Are Not Come

So in Hebrews the writer says ye are not come to that mount. That’s where

Moses brought Israel; but a greater than Moses has come. Hebrews 3:5,6,

“And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony

of those things which were to be spoken after: But Christ as a son over his

own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the

rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. You have come from the relationship

that the servant declared, to the relationship that THE SON has brought. No -

not by might, not by my effort or your effort. No – by My Spirit saith the

Lord. By The Son: this is what The Son has done, but let’s not adopt a view

of Salvation that denies what The Son has done, and become enemies of The

Cross. Let’s not do that. Let’s not say we can’t approach it. That’s

blasphemy! That’s denying Salvation! Look at Verse 22 of Hebrews 12: “But

ye are come to Mount Zion.”

References:

Philippians 3:18,19

For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even

weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: Whose end is

destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who

mind earthly things.

Ephesians 2:13,18

But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the

blood of Christ…For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the

Father.

Ye ARE Come

You are not “on your way…” but ye ARE COME to Mount Zion. Zion in the

Old Covenant is always a type and shadow of that ultimate relationship that

God intends to have with His people. “For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he

hath desired it for his habitation.”  (Psalm 132:13) You are come to Mount

Zion. How? IN CHRIST! Hebrews 12:22-24, “But ye are come unto mount

Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an

innumerable company of angels, To the general assembly and the church of

the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to

the spirits of just men made perfect, And to Jesus the mediator of the new

covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that

of Abel.” And as you read this chapter it brings you to an unshakeable,
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unmovable kingdom. Verse 28, “ Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which

cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably

with reverence and godly fear.” This is what we have come to. Now whether

we are walking in the comprehension of that, or whether we’re here dwelling

in Zion and still ‘waiting to go there’ in our heart is because of our

understanding. Whether we’re there in comprehension may be in question,

but the REALITY of it can not be in question. The scripture is too clear on

that. The Spirit of God moves only toward THAT reality.

Denying God’s People

And I’m just telling you that there are too many Christians today who are

living in a comprehension of Salvation that is based upon one of the five

offerings. (See Leviticus 1-4) Now while Christ certainly fulfils that as an

offering for sin, but all the rest is embraced as well. In the Old Covenant you

couldn’t pick out which offering you wanted. No, there’s a Divine order: you

had to offer everyone of them. You can’t just pick out one of them and apply

it to the Salvation that we have. It doesn’t work like that. That’s the reason

Christians are frustrated, confused, prideful, bigoted, self centered, fearful –

and worse of all, their whole view of Salvation is a fantasy! Books are written

on the fantasy – pulpits preach it – fantasy land! Denying God’s people

substance, denying God’s people the Glory. That’s what the Old Covenant

did: ‘Go down there and build a wall around the bottom of this mountain so

they can’t come up here; because if they touch it they are going to die. If an

animal touches it, they are going to die.’ Why? Because this dispensation

can’t bring you here! There’s only ONE death, burial and resurrection that is

going to bring you here.

References:

2 Timothy 3:5

Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn

away.

John 1:29

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb

of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

Don’t touch this mountain! God has to be true to Himself. He has to be true to

His own types and shadows. He has to be true to His own Covenant, and He

could not let them approach in any other way than in the Old Covenant. Why?
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Because the mediator of the New is not yet come. God has to be faithful in

that way. He has to be faithful to His own Covenant. In this dispensation they

can not come up here. Under this Covenant they cannot come here. Moses

could not stay there – could he? Nor could He see the fulness while he was

there because it wasn’t the Mount of the fulness! It was the mountain of

reflection. Think of the moon: it is a reflection of the sun. It proves that the

sun is there, but it is not the sun. It is a reflection of the sun, and it is a fading

reflection at that!

References:

Hebrews 8:1,8

Now of the things we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high

priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the

heavens…But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much

more also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon

better promises.

Exodus 33:20,22,23

And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and

live…And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee

in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: and I

will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts; but my face shall

not be seen.

Two Covenants

So in the scripture, Old Covenant Israel is typed as the moon. So the woman

in Revelation is the New Covenant in Christ Jesus. It is the New Covenant

because Paul says it is in the book of Galatians. He deals with two sons and

two Covenants and he says that Hagar and Ishmael is one Covenant, and he

says that Sarah and Isaac spoke of another Covenant. He said that Hagar and

Ishmael spoke of the Israel that now is – Old Covenant Jerusalem; but that

Sarah and Isaac pointed to the Jerusalem which is above, the mother of us all.

Two Covenants. And so in the book of the Revelation you see the symbolism

in this picture. You see the one Covenant, the shining glory and clothed upon,

is the Son Himself. Christ Himself is the center and glory of this

understanding, of this Covenant. And this Covenant stands upon the moon

because that is the lesser glory; that’s the lesser Covenant, and there is a

greater glory. We are born in this New Covenant. This Old Covenant is a

reflective glory. The New Covenant is not a reflective glory; it is a manifest
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glory - Christ’s union with you: that glory, that relationship is evidently

expressed – manifested – out from. It is a Divine nature. There was no Divine

nature in the Old Covenant. They just killed animals – that’s no Divine

nature! Divine nature is of the New. The Divine character is the substance

of  the New. It is the Spirit; and The Spirit is the substance, the nature, the

character of The New.

References:

Revelation 12:1,2

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun,

and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And

she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.

Galatians 4:22,24-26

For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the

other by a free-woman…Which things are an allegory: for these are the two

covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which

is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem

which now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is

above is free, which is the mother of us all.

A Manifest Glory

Paul says, “Who hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the

letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” (2

Corinthians 3:6) It is a manifest glory, it is a manifest relationship: it comes

out from you. It was not so with Moses, not with Israel either – that was a

reflection. What burdens my heart so much is that most Christians today still

have a reflective glory – it comes and it goes. We reflect it when we are

sitting in a building that we call “church”. What happens to it when you are

“down in the trenches”; in your every day life? There isn’t anything to reflect

there! You either manifest it, or it doesn’t exist! ‘Well, I just can’t be around

those people. I just can’t work with people like that.’ What does that have to

do with anything? If that doesn’t reflect God’s glory why don’t you just

MANIFEST God’s glory there – it’s in you!

Our whole mind is on a Salvation that gets us out – getting out. But our

Salvation is not fulfilled in getting out, but “Thou shalt bring them in, and

plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which

thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy

hands have established.” (Exodus 15:17) Jesus said, “…I will receive you
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unto myself…” and “… you will know I am in my Father, you are in Me, and I

am in you…” and “…we make our abode in them.” (John 14:6,20,23) That’s

what the scripture says, but only the Spirit of God can show us that.

Holy Garments

So in coming from the glory of Moses to the glory of Christ, we must see that

one is a VEILED GLORY and the other has no veil. The face of Moses was

veiled: it is not so with Christ. Now, Exodus 28:2. This is speaking of the

glory of the Priesthood; Aaron, his son. “And thou shalt make holy garments

for Aaron thy brother for glory and for beauty.” Hold that and look at

Galatians 3:27. We’re talking about Holy garments, acceptable unto the Lord,

garments for glory and for beauty. “For as many of you as have been baptized

into Christ have put on Christ.” Now go to Colossians 3:9 and 10. This is

another epistle that just opens this up a little, but Paul is saying the same thing

in every epistle. “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old

man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in

knowledge after the image of him that created him.” Do you see the

progression here? Neither Jew nor Greek; baptized into Christ, which is

baptized into His death; raised up in the fulness of His Life – that’s your

clothing! It’s for glory and for beauty: In Christ where all are one. Now Paul

goes on, and in this epistle he describes the one: “Where there is neither

Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond

nor free; but Christ is all, and in all.” We are talking about clothing here. Do

you understand that the Priests in type were clothed upon with Jesus Christ,

and it was for their glory and their beauty? Because Who is the glory and the

beauty? JESUS CHRIST! Who is the glory of God, Who is the beauty of

God? It is CHRIST! Who is our glory, our beauty? CHRIST!

Without being clothed upon with Him you are naked! You have no covering,

you have no glory and you have no beauty. I know we think we are beautiful

– but no – no glory, no beauty. We sing songs about the “white robes” that we

are going to wear. Don’t we understand that the white robe is CHRIST? It’s

His righteousness! It’s not a choir robe that God has hanging up in a closet

beyond the Milky Way. It is the righteousness of Christ – “to be clothed upon

with HIM.” The Old Covenant could only speak of it. But In Christ you are

come face to face with it!



165

Clothing is Christ

2 Corinthians 5:1. Here we’re still talking about the same thing. It’s a

different epistle, but still the same Truth. The clothing in type of the High

Priest was Christ. We’re talking now about the Priesthood and the believer:

clothed upon with the glory and the beauty of Christ. But now switch it over

and it’s the same story with the Tabernacle. The clothing of the Tabernacle

was Christ. The Glory of God that filled the Tabernacle was Christ. Paul is

using the same analogy here. “For we know that if our earthly house of this

tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made

with hands, eternal in the heavens.” Notice “we have”; not ‘we’re going to

get’. Now we have to understand that what Paul is referring to here is what

he’s been referring to since this letter began. The house, the earthly house of

this Tabernacle is referring directly to the house of Old Covenant Israel with

which there was a great battle going on for a period of the Apostles, a period

of 40 years. That Tabernacle was still claiming to be the House of God when

in fact, God was raising up His House. But the first house was killing the

other House, was persecuting this other House, and the children of God which

were His Tabernacle were being persecuted by those who said they were The

Tabernacle of God every single day. Paul himself did that – every single day.

References:

Acts 22:4

And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons

both men and women.

Acts 26:10,11

Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in

prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were

put to death, I gave my voice against them. And I punished them oft in every

synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad

against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities.

A New Tabernacle

And yet Paul understood that the thing was passing away. It was vanishing

away: it was being folded up and being put away. Accordingly as it was

destroyed at The Cross, it was on its way vanishing, and by the Resurrection

in Christ the new was coming forth. So he speaks to the believers, many of

which came out of Old Covenant Jewry – they were Jews. These are the ones

to whom he said: ‘No, you no longer are a Jew, no longer a Gentile; but One
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New Man, One Tabernacle of God. Do you not understand that you are the

Temple of the Living God? You are the Temple of the Holy Spirit.’ This is

what Paul is preaching to them. In the light of that he says, ‘I’m telling you

that “ If this earthly house…(the one that Jesus said tear it down, and I will

raise it up in three days) if this earthly house were dissolved, we have a house

of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” Where was

that said under the Old Covenant? As far back as Exodus 15:17, “Thou shalt

bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the

place, O lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O

Lord, which thy hands have established.”

References:

Hebrews 1:11,12

They shall perish; but thou remainest: and they all shall wax old as doth a

garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed:

but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

Hebrews 8:13

In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which

decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.

John 2:19

Jesus answered, and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I

will raise it up.

1 Corinthians 6:19

What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in

you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

2 Corinthians 6:16

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

To Be Clothed Upon

And Paul is telling them if this whole system falls down, disappears and goes

away – we are NOT left without a house! We are not left “bodiless”. He goes

on to explain this. Verse 2, “For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be

clothed upon with our house which is from heaven.” There is only one thing

in the whole New Testament and Old Testament too, with which we are



167

clothed – and that’s CHRIST HIMSELF IN GLORY AND IN BEAUTY. It’s

Christ Himself! We are desiring to be clothed upon with a House which is

from heaven. That is, not the earthly, but the heavenly; not the temporal, but

the eternal. And why? Verse 3, “If so be that being clothed we shall not be

found naked.” So Paul in relation to this says, “And be found in him, not

having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through

the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may

know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his

sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.” (Philippians 3:9,10) It’s

the same thing that he is saying here – to be clothed upon; not to be found

naked.

Found Naked

See, the stripping away of The Cross left those who were not in Christ

without a House, without a Tabernacle. Why? Because The Cross did away

with it! Oh, they stumbled along and kept it going for 40 years after that, but

it was an exercise in futility, because it was gone. Jesus said destroy it, and I

will raise up another! HE DID THAT AT THE CROSS! That happened, and

those who were not in Him, who were not being clothed upon, would be

found naked. They would be found embarrassed; they would be found in the

flesh, without a house, without a covering. That's what he’s talking about.

We Must Walk in Covenant

We have come from glory to glory. We have come from the glory of the type

and the shadow to the glory of the reality – IF we would walk in Covenant; if

we would but let the Holy Spirit reveal not the wordS (plural) of the

Covenant; but the Person of the Covenant. Because this New Covenant is

NOT in words: you are NOT coming to a mount of words. This Covenant is

in Person – God revealing His Son in you. We sing that chorus, “Reveal Thy

Son in me, Reveal Thy Son in me…” Why? Because everything is bound up

with God revealing His Son, opening the eyes of your understanding. We

preach out from that understanding, from that revealing, and declare those

things are true, hoping that someone may turn to see The Truth as it is in

Christ. I’m talking to those of the Household of God, that those who are in

Christ may LIVE BY COVENANT, not by an understanding that is alien

from the reality of Christ. Too many are living in the imaginations of their

own heart. Given the fact that the Old Covenant is done away by The Cross,

you can not purely live today by the Old Covenant. Jesus said if you lived
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purely by Moses you would come to me. But with The Cross, that Old

Covenant, that understanding is totally done away. There’s only ONE

understanding of God left! That is IN CHRIST JESUS. But actually you are

not living by the Old Covenant. If you are not living by the New, neither are

you living by the Old. What you are doing is living by imagination – vain

imagination only in your heart.  Somebody writes a song about it, and you

fantasize it, and think it is of God, but it is not so. THE REALITY IS IN

CHRIST.

References:

Ephesians 1:17-18

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you

the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your

understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his

calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.

John 5:46-47

For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.

But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?

Live By The Spirit

I trust that every heart that reads these words – who is in Christ, will turn their

hearts to see Him, and walk in The Covenant, and manifest the understanding

– in any situation and everywhere you are. Otherwise reality is not going to be

seen. And you can not manifest what God has not revealed in you. “Not by

might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” (Zechariah

4:6) Now if you have been brought there by The Spirit, you must live there by

The Spirit. Amen.
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Part 6: Understanding Glory

What is The Church?

We are discussing the reality of our being in Christ. You know, I don’t really

know how we came up with our present definition of “Church”. I think it

came probably around the third century: The Catholic Church, The Dark

Ages, and then we had the Reformation, but that just brought over a lot of

what had been under the Catholics. But along in all of that the idea of

searching the scriptures in depth, sharing together, learning Christ, and then

becoming a living Witness, an open manifestation of that in the earth was lost.

And it was reduced to coming to a building and listening to sermons, and

then…. going about your business. And the reality of Christ was replaced

with doctrines and dogmas, and dispensational events. And clergy came to be

separated from the rest of the Lord’s Body, and we developed a form that is

very much reduced to the image of the Beast. The music starts, and we fall

down and worship the image!

Reference:

Daniel 3:5,6

That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,

psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the

golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: And whoso falleth

not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a

burning fiery furnace.

Religion – Not Reality

The Church has taken on an image of its own rather than becoming an

expression of Christ in the earth. It has taken to itself a religious image. Most

Christians today – whether you like it or not – worship RELIGION: they do

not worship CHRIST. They worship the idea of Christ. They worship

religion: their whole belief system is bound up in religion rather than reality.

But thank God there is an awakening in the hearts of God’s people; and most

particularly in the hearts of younger people. Young people have a way of

seeing through facades. They have a way of calling “junk” – just that. They

have a way of calling black – black; and white – white. They are not just

interested to go out and preach religion: they want to go out ministering

CHRIST. And it is just a joy to see this awakening, because it didn’t happen

in the Reformation. It turned out to be just a series of man-made movements.
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Now I know those men’s hearts before God: I have a great respect for men

like Martin Luther. I have read much of his work, and I know that man had a

God-given view of The Cross that went deep into his soul, and caused him to

suffer many persecutions on behalf of Christ and Him crucified. I know that,

and I know that the movement that he set up was not birthed in the revelation

of Christ, so it has become what it is today. It is just another ‘high order’

religion – called Lutherans. It is named for him: those who have worldwide

seminars to discuss whether they can have a homosexual priest. That’s the big

issue with the religions of the world today!

Reference:

Revelation 3:1-3

And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that

hath the seven spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou

hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the

things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works

perfect before God. Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard,

and hold fast and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee

as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.

Scriptural Definition of The Church

And we want to fall down, bow down and worship that, or some other form

that is just like it, rather than live in the reality of Christ and become in the

earth an expression of that reality. That’s how the Church is defined in the

scripture. Here is the scriptural definition of the Church. It’s in Ephesians

1:22-23, “ … and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which

is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” The Church is first of all

defined in The Person of Christ. The Church has no definition except in

relationship to its Head. If we would just be honest at all, you would have to

say that the religious order of this day is not defined in any way by Christ. It

isn’t defined by a relationship with Him. Oh, it may have a BELIEF in Him;

but that belief is so fragmented that the ‘high order’ churches are yet arguing

in their seminars whether there was or was not a virgin birth! My God! They

can’t even get past His earthly birth! What do you think they know about His

‘firstborn from among the dead’ reality; His resurrection? Well, we say we’re

Pentecostals! Yes, but you come along and worship the same form! Our

terminology betrays our understanding in Christ. Oh, but that you and I would

come to know Him, and press in beyond our biases, our bigotry, our doctrinal

boundaries. Let those things be rearranged and settled in our hearts through a

knowledge of Christ! Set them aside awhile… let them come back again and



171

be grounded in the knowledge of the Lord, and we become a true

manifestation of HIM in the earth. That’s The Church!

References:

Matthew 1:21-23

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he

shall save his people from their sins Now all this was done, that it might be

fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a

virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his

name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

Philippians 3:10

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of

his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.

Church Exists By Christ

“… and gave HIM to be head over all things to the church…” Now I pray you

can see that the Church is only and ever mentioned in scripture in relation to

Christ, because aside from Him, it does NOT exist. It doesn’t exist by

revolution, it doesn’t exist by the will of man, by restructuring or

organizational structuring, it doesn’t exist by reformation. It exists BY HIM.

The Church exists because Christ is the substance. The Head is the substance.

“…gave him to be head over all things to the church…” Now here’s the

definition. “… the church, which is HIS BODY…” Not the church which is on

the corner: The Church which is HIS BODY. How that stood out to me! And

everybody is saying, Well, I’ve got “MY” church. Well, if you’ve got it: it

isn’t worth having! ‘Well, that’s a private thing between me and Jesus.’ Well

in the first place it’s not a private thing, and in the second place it’s not

between you and Jesus. And in the third place, it’s not ‘yours’!

References:

Colossians 1:17,18

And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head

of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from among the

dead, that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Colossians 2:16,17

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy

day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of

things to come; but the body is of Christ.
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He is The Fulness of His Body

“ … the church which is HIS body, the fulness of him…” We’re reading here a

definition. Whether we understand that or not, we are reading a definition.

The Church is HIS Body, the fulness of HIM. Him – who? Him who fills all

in all! What does that mean? In its original setting it means: “The Church,

which is His Body, the fulness of Him, Who is the fulness of His Body” –

who fills all in all: the fulness of the corporate whole. Paul said in Colossians

3:11, “Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in

all.” It’s the same thing. I love the Church, I love The Lord’s Body, I am a

servant of The Lord’s Body in that I am a servant of Jesus Christ. You cannot

serve Him except you serve His Body. That’s how you serve Him, but I don’t

call everything that sets on a corner the Church. I call that which is built upon

HIM, as its only foundation – The Church. I have learned not to call a pile of

bricks a building. It’s not a building until it comes upon a foundation. I’m not

going to argue whether they are bricks or not; there are too many piles of

bricks around with some kind of name on top of it called a “church” and they

set upon no foundation whatsoever except a man!

References:

Philippians 1:1

Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ

Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.

James 1:1

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes

which are scattered abroad, greeting.

2 Peter 1:1

Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have

obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our

Saviour Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:11

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

The Foundation

And I say this because the Lord is seeking to do something in His Body. The

Lord is seeking to bring His people together upon One Foundation – not upon
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organizations, but a foundation. And that foundation has nothing to do with a

temporal building. The foundation is CHRIST HIMSELF. He is seeking to

draw all in whom He lives together – upon and in Him: that He may have

expression in the earth. The Lord is seeking to do that by His Spirit

throughout His Body. That’s the only worthwhile thing that is going on on the

face of the earth! All these other mundane things that we get involved in to

keep shoes on our feet and a shirt on our backs – that’s all well and good; but

the gathering together of lively stones upon One Foundation for the

expression of The Son of God is the only worthwhile thing that is taking place

on the face of the whole earth. You have an opportunity to be part of that, or

you have an opportunity to be part of religion. I just pray that the Lord has

brought you beyond religion: that you comprehend in your hearts by the Spirit

of The Lord the difference. And that you are able to set aside in your heart

traditions and doctrines – just set them aside for awhile and let the Lord come

to center stage, the forefront. And let relationship be built upon HIM. And

these truths will either find their place there or they won’t. They will either

find their place there in a greater comprehension of Christ, or they will cease

to have any place in you. So let us just set them aside and focus on

KNOWING HIM and allowing Him to gather together – in Himself – that

which is His, for His expression, for His good pleasure, and for His purpose.

References:

1 Peter 2:5

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to

offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:20-22

And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ

himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed

together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are

builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Colossians 2:8

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

Romans 8:28

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to

them who are the called according to his purpose.
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Ephesians 1:5,11

Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to

himself, according to the good pleasure of his will…In whom also we have

obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him

who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.

Reality of Being in Christ

Now I’m talking to you about the Reality of Being in Christ: not the theology

of it, but the REALITY of it – living in Christ, and having life no where else.

This is so that everything we do becomes an expression of that living, of that

Life; and hence, becomes a function of His Body, The Church. This idea that

the Church only functions for a few hours on Sunday morning has no validity

or basis at all in the scripture – none whatsoever. That came along with all the

other traditions and man made doctrines that were hatched up in the Catholic

Church during the Dark Ages! All it takes is a little study in history and you

will see what I am talking about. It doesn’t take any Divine revelation to find

this out: you can go back and see where the condition started. It hasn’t

progressed a whole lot since then; in fact, that same Dark Ages religion is still

alive and well today. But how many of you know that right in the midst of

that – CHRIST HAS HIS CHURCH! Right in the midst of all of it – Christ

has HIS Church. He has those who have known, and are coming to know

Him.

Reference:

Philippians 2:15,16

That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in

the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in

the world; Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of

Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.

Live Thou In Me

I heard recently from a brother who is in a Christ centered fellowship, and he

sent me an Old Gaelic prayer. They were an ancient group of people whose

ancestors are the Kelts, Irish Highlanders. The prayer goes along this line:
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Oh Jesus Christ, thou Son of God,

My Eternal Self.

Live Thou in me Thy Own Life.

Live Thou in me Thy Own Life,

Oh Jesus Christ, thou Son of God.

And the thing that caught me was “my Eternal Self”. This is what Paul said –

“Not I, but Christ who liveth in me.” (Galatians 2:20) Paul came from the self

of Saul to the self of Christ. He came from the self of the human soul, to the

self of the Eternal Spirit, and he understood that the center of his being was

CHRIST. And without Christ he had no Eternal Being. That was what this

prayer says. This was back in the Dark Ages, and I began to rejoice because I

have known that in every generation God had somewhere on the face of the

earth a people in whom the Truth of Christ was burning. But then to see it in

print and to realize that hundreds of years ago there was not only one, but a

community of people who had this comprehension of Christ in them was

really wonderful!

Reference:

1 Kings 19:18

Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not

bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.

Gathered on One Foundation

It’s the same today. The Lord stirs hearts. This day we have a greater

capability of communication than any generation that has ever had on the face

of the earth, and what do we use it for? We use it for pornography, we use it

for sexual solicitation. I wade through all of that just to get my computer E-

mails, but the Internet is a highway that reaches billions of people, and goes

throughout the earth. And our website at www.cmintl.org gets hits from all

over the world. I got an E-mail from a Bible study group in Nepal! And I

wondered how did they have a computer in the Himalayan mountains? The

possibilities on the Internet are mind boggling! And it is a perfect teaching

vehicle for reaching around the world. So I am excited about what the Lord is

doing in the reality of Christ, and in the hearts of those who have a mind and

a heart to know Him, and an ear turned to hear His Voice. And I want to

encourage you because you are not as isolated as you sometimes think. You

are part of the glorious gathering in the knowledge of Jesus Christ; the

purpose of which is for an expression throughout the world.
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References:

James 1:1

James, a servant of God, and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes

which are scattered abroad, greeting.

2 Peter 1:1

Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have

obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our

Saviour Jesus Christ.

So I encourage you, but please understand one thing: we don’t assemble to

“have church”; but rather as His Church, being gathered upon the one

foundation, that foundation is to be revealed in you. “I will lay my foundation

in Zion.” It is the revealing of Christ in you, and you and I begin to be a

function of Him. So I am filled up with the reality – the reality of BEING IN

CHRIST.

References:

Isaiah 28:16

Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a

stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that

believeth shall not make haste.

1 Peter 2:6

Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief

corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be

confounded.

Glory in the Old Covenant

So we’ll continue. Salvation as it is in Christ is SALVATION UNTO

GLORY. Biblical Salvation as it is typed in the Old Covenant is connected

with a glory, but here the glory was veiled; it was a passing glory. But both

Covenants of God – the Old one and the New one were certified by GLORY.

A Covenant that is not bound with glory is not a Covenant given of God.

Even the Old Covenant had its glory. We can read that in Exodus 24, 28, 29

and 40. We are talking about Glory as it was displayed in the Old Covenant.

God here is still giving Moses instructions concerning the Tabernacle:

concerning all of the functions of ministry and the Tabernacle. Do you realize

that under the Old Covenant, things functioned around the Tabernacle? The
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Tabernacle was the center of it. And the Tabernacle was ‘three-fold’ in its

appearing – the Outer Court, the Inner Court and the Holy of Holies.

Entering Into Glory

And there was a veil in there that separated Israel and the Priesthood from the

Glory of that Covenant. That Glory came and went in the Holy of Holies,

between the wings of the Cherubim upon the piece of furniture called the Ark

of the Covenant. But one time a year the High Priest did go in. So it shows

that God’s Covenant, even the Old Covenant brought them into the Glory one

time a year. This was signifying and certifying that His Glory was bound up

with it – their Salvation. It shows that even Salvation in type and shadow in

the Old Covenant had bound up with it a glory. And that Israel, in the Person

of their High Priest was able to enter into that Glory, and that signified the

end of their year, the end of the spiritual cycle. And then the cycle started all

over again. There wasn’t another spiritual cycle; but the same one all over

again. So God was showing again and again - the same spiritual cycle, the

same Salvation, the same type and shadow that was to be fulfilled in time to

come. You and I know that was to be fulfilled with the coming of Christ.

References:

Exodus 25:22

And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the

mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the

testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the

children of Israel.

Leviticus 16:2,12-13,17

And the Lord said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come

not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which

is upon the ark: that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy

seat…And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar

before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it

within the vail; And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the Lord,

that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat what is upon the

testimony, that he die not;…And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the

congregation when he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until

he come out, and have made an atonement for himself, and for his household,

and for all the congregation of Israel.
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Salvation is a Daily Life

But do you realize that Salvation as taught in the Old Covenant was a daily

life? Their lives functioned around that Tabernacle. The Tabernacle

determined where all of them set their tents, where they set their

communities; it determined which direction they faced. When they journeyed

in the wilderness, the Tabernacle was in the midst of them. It is significant

that when they crossed Jordan, the Tabernacle was NOT in the midst, but

2,000 feet in front of them, because God said you haven’t been this way

before. The Tabernacle determined the order of their march. This is Old

Covenant Israel, but I’m showing you that to them Salvation was not ‘going

to Tabernacle on the Sabbath’. Salvation was involved in their daily life –

everything they did, they did in and around, and directed by the Tabernacle –

everything! Salvation was a DAILY life. That was Old Covenant Salvation.

They marched as an expression of Christ, they camped as an expression of

Christ, they planted and they harvested as an expression of Christ. Everything

was determined by that.

References:

Numbers 2:2,3,17

Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with the

ensign of their father’s house: far off about the tabernacle of the

congregation shall they pitch. And on the east side toward the rising of the

sun shall they of the standard of the camp of Judah pitch throughout their

armies: and Nashon the son of Amminadab shall be captain of the children of

Judah…Then the tabernacle of the congregation shall set forward with the

camp of the Levites in the midst of the camp: as they encamp, so shall they set

forward, every man in his place by their standards.

Joshua 3:3,4

And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant

of the Lord your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall

remove from your place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space between

you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that

ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way

heretofore.

One Life

My God, in the modern version of Christianity today, we don’t even come up

to Old Covenant Salvation! We really don’t. We “go to Church”, we “have a
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Church”. We’ve got a Church life, and then we’ve got a job life, and we’ve

got a man’s life… we’ve got so many lives we can’t keep up with them! Old

Covenant Israel just had ONE LIFE: they were Israelites. They were Israelites

by Covenant. It meant something to them to be an Israelite. They had an

understanding of what an Israelite was; and when they violated that

understanding they were excommunicated. We have a whole Church full of

Christians who have not the slightest idea what a Christian is! They don’t

know what it is to be “born again”. They don’t know what it is to be in Christ.

They have no concept of what The Church is: Who the Church is. It’s just a

place they go – and argue about, and fuss and fight. And unfortunately you

know what I am saying is true! We say we need revival, we need to get up in

there and liven up the whole thing. No you don’t! You need to trash the whole

thing and start over again! What you need to do is get your mind completely

out of that whole thing, because it isn’t going to get any better!

References:

Philippians 1:21

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

Matthew 24:1,2

And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to

him for to shew him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, See

ye not all these things? Verily, I say unto you, There shall not be left here one

stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

Hebrews 10:9

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that

he may establish the second.

Not Reform – Renew

That’s what the Reformation was – it didn’t get rid of it. It just tried to make

it better. Well, it didn’t make it any better! Christ is still NOT the center of it;

it’s still NOT an expression of Him. We traded the Pope for other “high”

officials. The Anglican Church instead of the Pope has the Archbishop of

Canterbury – you tell me what the difference is! We say we need to get it all

‘stirred up for God’. No, we need to just junk it! We need to say, ‘God, take

this whole image out of my heart, and teach me what it means to be in Christ.

I know that I love God, but I confess that I am as ignorant as a fence post!

The only thing that I do know is that I love God. I don’t know what it means

to be “in Christ.” I don’t know how to function as the Church. I stumble
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around most of the time not knowing what I am doing, where I am, or why

I’m there. We just need to be honest, folks. Quit trying to put on the façade

and keep up the form, and say I don’t know anything! I am as dumb as Isaiah

when he saw You; I’m as dumbfounded as Jeremiah was when he saw You.

Oh God, let me come to the same devastation that Paul did when he saw You,

and declared all of his education, all of his knowledge in Judaism was not

simply a filthy rag – but dung!

References:

Isaiah 6:5

Then said I, Woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean

lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have

seen the king, the Lord of hosts.

Jeremiah 1:6

Then said I, Ah, Lord God! Behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child.

Philippians 3:7,8

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea,

doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge

of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and

do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.

Paul’s cry was that I may come to know the excellency of the knowledge of

Christ. You and I need to come to that. We need to have the Covenant

revealed in us – so we can live as Israelites; so we will live as the Body of

Christ; so that our very job will become a function of that union. We need the

revelation of Jesus Christ. We need to come upon one Foundation, the

Foundation that is revealed in you, the Foundation that is laid in you, the

Foundation that is Christ Himself.

Reference:

1 Corinthians 3:11

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

We Need To Know Him

W need to be honest in our hearts and confess our ignorance and our need to

know Him. Until we get there we can stumble about and talk about Kingdom

and Being in Christ, but in our mind we just make it another form: in our
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mind we just make it another doctrine. We need to say, ‘God, give me the

REALITY.’ I say that all the time when I pray. I tell God I don’t even know

what a fellowship of believers, or a fellowship of Christ is. I’m as ignorant as

a stump, and except you reveal Your Son in me, I have no concept of what to

do, or how to do it. Because everything that is true in Christ is built upon a

relationship. You can’t legislate relationship. You can’t sit down and work

out ten steps in an administrational chart to make it work. A relationship with

brothers and sisters has to be based upon a relationship with Christ being the

very thing that binds us together, and then we share one to another. And I’m

just saying that except God reveals His Son, I don’t know anything about that.

Relationship

This has to be true in our organizations. We don’t bring the Church together –

we just serve it. I serve it in relationship. How do you serve it? I serve the

men and women that are bound up together in it. I serve the Lord’s Body. My

desire for it is that it becomes an expression of Christ, a manifestation of Him,

and from it that the Truth – the Truth that is in Christ may flow. But there’s

no way you can promote that: there’s no way you can plan that because it

flows out of relationship. That’s like planning to love somebody: how do you

plan to love somebody? If it doesn’t flow out of relationship it doesn’t work!

But when it flows out from relationship all kinds of things happen. And if you

had a plan to do it, it would have just been mechanical. We are talking about

the reality – Of Being in Christ

Salvation Unto Glory

Exodus 29:43, “And there I will meet with the children of Israel, and the

tabernacle shall be sanctified by my glory.” The very one thing that set the

Tabernacle aside was the presence of God – The Glory. It wasn’t set aside

because it looked different; it wasn’t set aside because it was made better.

What sanctified it, what set it aside, what made it other than a common tent

was the Glory of God. What certified it as The House of God was the Glory

of God. What I’m showing you is that Salvation as God defined it in the Old

Covenant was not complete without glory. How have we in our modern day

thinking come up with a Salvation without glory? How did we make glory a

location or something other than relationship? How did we ever separate

Glory from our Salvation? If you did that in the Old Covenant, the judgment

of God came upon you immediately. How did we do that and get away with

it? Well, we didn’t get away with it! We incurred the wrath and judgment of
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God and the whole form that is called “Church” is as dead as a doornail! It’s

full of sin, it’s full of despicable stuff. Why? Because it separated itself from

glory: it made glory a land where we are going someday. It separated itself

from glory: it separated itself from the Person: it separated itself from the

reality. They claim to “teach” a reality. We’re not supposed to “teach” a

reality; we’re supposed to exhibit a reality, we’re supposed to manifest a

reality. We’re supposed to express a reality, not just teach that there is one.

References:

Revelation 22:19

And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy,

God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city,

and from the things which are written in this book.

Colossians 3:17

Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

2 Corinthians 2:14

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

3 John 3,4

For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that

is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth. I have no greater joy than to hear

that my children walk in truth.

The One to Come… Has Come!

The Old Covenant taught there was One to come. That’s what the Old

Covenant did: it said there’s One to come…there’s One to come. But if we

claim to be in the New Covenant then we have to say that IT HAS COME,

because if it hasn’t come, then the New Covenant hasn’t come. You can’t say

I’m a New Covenant Christian and deny everything that is bound up in the

New Covenant – and yet we do. ‘I’m a New Covenant Christian, I believe in

this and that… and one day it’s going to come.’ But the New Covenant says

IT HAS COME. That’s what NEW Covenant means. The Old Covenant says

it was coming “one day”. The difference between the Old and the New is the

New says “it has come – it has come IN CHRIST!” It has come in the reality

of Christ. It is part of your Salvation! We fail to comprehend that your Bible

is in fact divided by Two Covenants, and everything in your Bible is defined

by His relationship to one or the other of those Covenants.
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References:

Ephesians 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us

with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.

2 Peter 1:3

According as his divine power hath given us all things that pertain unto life

and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and

virtue.

Hebrews 8:7,13

For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been

sought for the second…In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the

first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.

Hebrews 10:9

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that

he may establish the second.

Defined in Christ

We try to define ourselves by humanity. No, you have to find yourself defined

in relation to Christ because that’s the only TRUE definition. Your true

definition doesn’t go back to the roots of your forefathers. No – our true

definition is determined by our relationship to Christ. New Covenant – New

comprehension. I stay awake at night because of this – I cry, I am burdened.

Now I’m not sad, but I’m burdened for God’s people – that they would walk

in the reality of Christ. It is the reality of the place where I live, and to me joy

is not defined by circumstances on earth, but by the reality of relationship

with Christ. And there is NO circumstance that can or has or ever will

separate me from that relationship. Nothing can touch that relationship.

People can live or people can die, but that relationship is Eternal. And

circumstances can come and go, but that relationship remains the same, and

you deal with those things out from that relationship. You may be cast

down… but you are not in that relationship forsaken. You may be persecuted,

but you are not in that relationship distressed.

References:

Romans 8:38,39

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor

principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height,
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nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love

of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Corinthians 4:8,9

We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in

despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.

Definition in the New Covenant

Hallelujah! I’m talking about the reality of Being in Christ. I’m talking about

finding your definition in the New Covenant; because you are defined in one

of them. You are defined because God has defined you in one or the other

Covenant. You are either in the Old comprehension of God, or in the New

comprehension of God – one of the two. You are there in one of them! You

are living there, and it is determining everything. It is determining how you

think, what you do, your values – it determines everything. People are looking

for a land of endless joy… well, those who are finding the REALITY of the

New Covenant have already found it – and are living in it!

I spoke to a brother who was in one of my sessions, and he asked a question.

We had been talking about Salvation Unto Glory, and he was asking about

some scripture verses. And I said, ‘Well, you have to understand those verses

in the light of the New Covenant.’ And he said, ‘Well, I believe everything

you said. I always knew it had to be relationship, but somehow in me there is

still something that is looking for something TO COME.’ And I told him I

have found that country that you are looking for, and I am living in it right

now! And he looked at me and he sensed the reality that I was speaking of.

Now my point is Our Salvation has to have a REALITY to it. We’ve talked

about what’s going to be, rather than expressing the reality that already is in

Christ.

References:

Ephesians 5:8

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as

children of light.

1 Thessalonians 5:5

Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the

night, nor of darkness.
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Promises Fulfilled in Christ

If my Church is setting in the earth doing no more than the Tabernacle did –

what’s it all about? If we are just set here to LOOK for glory rather than

EXHIBIT that relationship of glory – then what is it all about? What kind of

Salvation is that? If you are really hungry for the Lord, and really honest with

the Lord you are going to have to face these questions. And you are going to

have to come to some conclusions in your heart. Now if you’re not hungry for

Him you won’t. You’ll just sit back and wait for that to come ‘some day’. But

if you’re honest with the Lord, you can’t. That’s why Paul couldn’t remain

under the Old Covenant – he was honest with God. He knew the Old

Covenant, and he had gone to the lengths of the Old Covenant. He realized

that the Old Covenant had promised something that he had come to see. He

knew the Old Covenant had made great promises, but there was NO

fulfillment there. It brought him to the reality of Christ; it crowded him to the

reality of Christ, and he found in Christ EVERYTHING that the Old

Covenant promised. And that Holy of Holies promised a lot of things! That

sanctuary of the Living God promised a lot of things. Paul found everything

the Old Covenant promised to be true in Christ Jesus. When God revealed His

Son in Paul He wrote the Covenant in his heart.

References:

Philippians 3:7,8

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea

doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge

of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and

do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.

2 Corinthians 1:20

For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory

of God by us.

Hebrews 8:10,11

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those

days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in

their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people.

And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,

saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.
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Living in New Covenant

Paul began to live in another comprehension, in another understanding. He

began to live as a brother who understood that everything God ever said was

fulfilled in His Son, and was anxious to declare that with everyone! He

wanted every Israelite to see that. Unfortunately all would not see that, and

not only would they not see that; they wanted to kill Paul for trying to tell

them about that. They got a little hostile with him! Because he got a little bold

in his declaration! Paul said ‘I don’t know why you people are still dragging

up your sacrifices to this rebuilt structure over here. God has given ONE

sacrifice, and YOU are His Temple.’ Paul got bold with them. Paul made

their sacrifices null and void, and made their Temple a house of ill repute

because they were now – after Christ had come and died and rose again – they

were committing whoredoms by going there. That’s the reason he told the

Church, ‘I want to present you as a chaste VIRGIN to Christ.’ (2 Cor. 11:2)

These people are great whores and harlots riding upon the back of a beast!

That’s the way John saw Old Covenant Israel that was trying to exist long

after The Cross, and persecuting the Church.

References:

Romans 10:1-4

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be

saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according

to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going

about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves

unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for

righteousness to everyone that believeth.

Acts 13:45,50

But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake

against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and

blaspheming…But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and

the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas,

and expelled them out of their coasts.

Acts 14:19

And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who

persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city,

supposed he had been dead.
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Acts 13:46

Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the

word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from

you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the

Gentiles.

2 Corinthians 6:16-18

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out

from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the

unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye

shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

Salvation Bound Up With Glory

The Reality of Being in Christ. What I’m saying is that even in the Old

Covenant everything was validated, certified by glory. Look at Exodus 40:34,

“ Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord

filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able…” Moses was NOT able… but

Christ; “Who hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the

letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” (2

Corinthians 3:6) Not of the old… but of the New. Moses was not able – the

whole thing was restricted. “And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of

the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord

filled the tabernacle. And when the cloud was taken up from over the

tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in all their journeys: But if the

cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken

up. For the cloud of the Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on

it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their

journeys.” This was the history of Israel with the cloud: The Voice of The

Lord speaking out of the cloud; the Glory of the Lord being associated with

the cloud – all of that was in types and shadow. That’s what Israel knew. Do

you know then why when Jesus in the gospels, when He dealt with His

coming, His coming in the Resurrection, His coming out from among the

dead, His coming through the Cross – His death, burial and resurrection; why

He associated Himself with the cloud, and with glory and with power? He

was telling them I AM the Glory of your cloud! I AM the Voice coming out

of that glory. It is ME, The Son of Man. When I come forth – and He did that

in the Resurrection, in the power of His resurrection. Paul said he lived in the
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power of the resurrection. But that whole understanding has been lost to the

Church, so the Church is looking for ANOTHER cloud, and ANOTHER

glory.

References:

Philippians 3:10

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of

his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.

Matthew 24:30

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all

the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the

clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

Matthew 26:64

Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter

shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in

the clouds of heaven.

Mark 14:62

And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand

of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

Revelation 1:7

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also

which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him.

Even so, Amen.

Not More Words – Living Word

Please – just read your Bible, just stay in the scripture. Just understand that

the New Covenant is the fulfillment of the Old one, and that the substance of

the New Covenant is not more words, but CHRIST HIMSELF. He is talking

to Israel. In the Gospels, He’s been talking for 3 ½ years to nobody but Israel

because Daniel had said he would confirm the Covenant with His own

people: with Israel for 3 ½ years. And He did that! “ He came unto his own,

and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he

power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”

(John 1:11,12) And that is right to this day: that is true. But He was talking to

Israel; so how would He talk other than in clouds, and glory and fire and

smoke? That was how their Tabernacle and their Covenant was certified to be
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of God. Well, He’s saying ‘I AM the True Tabernacle, and I come in clouds. I

come in Glory. I come in Power!’ We must understand that. He was simply

showing Himself to be what their types and shadows pointed to.

References:

Colossians 2:16,17

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy

day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of

things to come; but the body is of Christ.

Daniel 9:27

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst

of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the

overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the

consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

He Came

But well meaning Christians today, without any real comprehension of the

New Covenant read that and misunderstand the whole concept, and they start

looking for a cloud – that is yet to come! You’ll have to look a long time …

because it’s already come! Our Life is NOW IN CHRIST JESUS! He came in

the cloud, He came in the Glory, He came in the power of His Resurrection! It

was just typology and symbolism that He dealt with, showing Israel that it is

ME! I AM The Son of Man! Ezekiel had already seen that. Ezekiel’s book is

full of the Son of Man coming in glory, the Son of Man coming in power, The

Son of Man coming into His Tabernacle. Ezekiel is full of that. That’s what it

is all about. If we could just receive that and say in His coming in His death,

burial and resurrection He fulfilled this Glory that filled The Tabernacle and

this cloud. He came in that, and He gathered His own unto Himself from the

very ends of the heavens. And He did – He gathered to Himself those who

would receive Him. And He is still gathering them unto Himself!

References:

Ezekiel 6:2

Son of man, set thy face toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against

them.

Ezekiel 8:6

He said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou what they do? Even the

great abominations that the house of Israel committeth here, that I should go
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far off from my sanctuary? But turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater

abominations.

Ezekiel 43:1-5

Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the

east: And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the

east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with

his glory. And it was according to the appearance of the vision which I saw,

even according to the vision that I saw when I came to destroy the city: and

the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar: and I fell upon

my face. And the glory of the Lord came into the house by way of the gate

whose prospect is toward the east. So the spirit took me up, and brought me

into the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house.   

Matthew 24:27,28,31

For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so

shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For wheresoever the carcase is,

there will the eagles be gathered together…And he shall send his angels with

a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the

four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Salvation is Relationship with Christ

Our Salvation is unto Glory because it is unto Jesus Christ. Our Salvation is

not unto a place: it is unto a Person. Our Salvation is a relationship with

Christ. If you don’t believe anything else I’ve said, please believe this: your

Salvation is with a Person. Your Salvation is a relationship with Him. It is not

bound up with things, places – it’s with Him. That’s what we must come to

understand or we’ve just got “religion”. You can visualize Moses ------ and ---

--- Christ. Moses had a body – Old Covenant Israel. Christ has a Body – New

Covenant Israel. Old Covenant Israel could not come to Glory because of the

veil over its head. But the scripture says specifically the veil is done away IN

CHRIST. You and I come to Glory. What does that mean? We come to

relationship with Him. The relationship is being One with Him; the

relationship of union with Him. The veil of the Old Covenant separated the

people of God from the presence of God. Now in Christ there is no veil, there

is no separation except what remains in the individual heart that will not turn

to see the Lord. I pray we will turn to see Him so the veil shall be TAKEN

AWAY. Why? Because in Christ it is DONE AWAY, and you can see the

light of the knowledge of the glory of God.
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References:

2 Corinthians 3:13-16

And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel

could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: But their minds

were blinded; for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the

reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto

this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless, when

it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away.

Hebrews 4:14-16

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens,

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high

priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in

all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly

unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in

time of need.

Hebrews 10:19,20

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of

Jesus. By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the

veil, that is to say, his flesh.

2 Corinthians 4:6

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Jesus Christ.

No Veiled Glory Now

Now it is the Covenant of Divine Relationship. You can see the relationship

with Him that the Israelites could never see in Moses, because Moses veiled

the Glory. The Tabernacle veiled the Glory. But there is no veil on the face of

Jesus, and there is no veil in the Tabernacle of His Body. It is done away!

Don’t dispensationalize the Glory away from yourself. You do that to your

own hurt: you’ll make your Salvation without Glory, and Salvation without

relationship of Glory is not Salvation at all! It has nothing to offer. It’s just

more promises. But the promises were made in the Old Covenant: they are

fulfilled in Christ.
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References:

Exodus 34:29,30,33

And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two

tables of testimony in Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mount, that

Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him. And

when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his

face shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him…And till Moses had done

speaking with them he put a vail on his face.

2 Corinthians 1:20

For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory

of God by us.

2 Peter 1:19

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye

take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and

the day star arise in your hearts.

Christ Revealed in You

There’s so much more to say. I want to share the Truth with you because the

Truth is Life. And you and I are to be a manifestation of that Truth. So I pray

that what the Lord desires to do will be done in your hearts, because it first

must come into your heart, and then it will be done corporately. The

foundation must be laid in your heart. Christ has to be revealed in each of

your hearts. And God will reveal His Son in all who turn to see Him, and the

veil will be taken away. Believing there is a Jesus is not the same thing as

having Him revealed in you. Paul said God separated me from my mother’s

womb and called me by His grace for this reason: to reveal His Son in me.

There is the revealing of the Son.

References:

John 14:6

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto

the Father, but by me.

Galatians 1:15,16

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and

called me by his grace, To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach him

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood.
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We spoke about Baptism, New Birth and Adoption. The Adoption is the

revealing of The Son. In that Covenant, in that revealing of Him we find Life.

And we become an expression of that realization. I desire that for the Lord’s

Body everywhere; that we function in purpose, that we function in glory.

There are so many scriptures regarding this GLORY.

Glory

Luke 2:32 – “A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people

Israel.” That’s what Glory is – the glory of thy people Israel. Israel had a

glory, and when Simeon was praying here concerning the birth of Christ, he

prayed according to the line of the prayer of Zacharias in Luke 1. And the

glory of thy people Israel. The glory had come! The glory that was in type

and shadow had come. Zacharias had understood that by the spirit of

prophecy that came upon him in regard to the birth of his son, John.

References:

Luke 1:13,16,17

But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and

thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name

John…And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.

And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts

of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to

make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

Revelation 19:10

And I fell at this feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not:

I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus:

worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

Luke 9:26 - “For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him

shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in

his Father’s, and of the holy angels.” That’s in His Resurrection. That’s when

He came forth in power and in glory. That’s when He fulfilled this glory

filling the Temple. That’s when He did it! If He has YET to do that, we have

no glory, and we have no Salvation, and we have no Covenant. So we are a

people without a Covenant, without Salvation, without a glory – we are worse

off than the Old Covenant Jews! But the reality of it is – IT IS COME!

Dwelling – Him dwelling in you, and you dwelling in Him. He is The Glory,

and the Father waits to reveal The Son of Glory to all who seek Him; that His
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Body would live and function in the reality of that Glory. The Hebrews writer

looked at these words of Jesus coming in His own glory, and in His Father’s

and of the holy angels, and said “ Ye are come unto Mount Zion.” (Hebrews

12:22) He saw the REALITY of being in Christ. And he said, But ye ARE

COME to Mount Zion – the place of God’s Glory. The place where God lives

in a people and brings a people into relationship with Himself. That’s

GLORY.

John 17:22 – “And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that

they may be one, even as we are one.” The glory you gave Me I HAVE given

them. John 17 is full of GLORY!

In every case, “GLORY”, whether in the Old Covenant or in the New

Covenant speaks of RELATIONSHIP. It is a relationship that Moses could

NOT fully enter into, nor could he full represent it. He could only reflect it.

But it is a relationship that Christ gives us complete access to so that we don’t

reflect the glory: we become expressions of THAT GLORY. And there’s a

great deal of difference in that.

References:

Ephesians 2:18

For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

1 Peter 2:9

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar

people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out

of darkness into his marvellous light.

Philippians 2:15

That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in

the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in

the world.

May the Lord bring you upon that One Foundation. Let The Lord do the

Work: that it not be disturbed or torn down, but that it be built strong upon

that Foundation, and that we become throughout the world a manifestation of

Him. Don’t waste your time doing anything else! Amen.
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III.  But Now In Christ

Part 1: Introduction

Reality of Our Salvation

We will begin by setting forth an introduction into what I feel the Lord would

have us deal with during these lessons. And we will be looking at the Reality

of Our Salvation in Christ. Most of you studying this are “saved”, but the

question is are we LIVING in the TRUTH of that Salvation? And if any are

not “saved”, I pray they will see this glorious Salvation that is ours in Christ

and desire that for themselves.

Seeing as God Sees

And I ask that we put aside our religious teachings and church doctrines, and

spend time in the scriptures, and ask God to show us our Salvation; to reveal

Christ, and to enable us to see as God sees. Here is a challenge to us: 1

Corinthians 13:12b – “…then shall I know even as also I am known.” How do

we know ourselves? Do we know ourselves as man and religion, or as the

world knows us – or as God knows us? God knows us IN CHRIST, and He

knows us by THE FINISHED WORK OF THE CROSS! What was the last

thing Jesus said on the Cross? John 19:30 – “IT IS FINISHED.” So “it” was

finished by the Cross, and the Cross is a Finished Work. I want to diagram

this with a Cross - in the middle of everything to God.

The Finished Work of The Cross

Christians today are so anxious, and involved in a great deal of activity: most

“waiting” for a day to go be with The Lord, or “waiting for Him to come to
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do something”, or working themselves to death so they won’t be “left

behind”! But I ask you, in light of The Finished Work of the Cross, should

that be so? Do you think that is the way God knows us? What does our

Salvation mean if we are still “waiting” for a day, or for a Work, or for a

place to go? I want us to look at our Salvation in the scripture from God’s

knowledge, and I want to declare to you the REALITY AND NOWNESS of

Salvation in Christ, The Newness of Life that He has given to us by The

Work of The Cross.

But Now In Christ

So the scripture we want to use as a springboard for this study is in Ephesians

2:13 – “BUT NOW IN CHRIST…” And we want to take time to look at this

phrase, and ask the Spirit of God to minister this Truth to us. May we at the

end of this study truly be able to say, ‘I used to be (or do)…BUT NOW IN

CHRIST…’ And even that ‘God used to… BUT NOW IN CHRIST…’ And

may we truly come to live in this reality.

We are IN CHRIST

The first thing we need to comprehend is that the reality of our Salvation is

that we are IN CHRIST. Many preach that our Salvation means that ‘someday

we will go to heaven’; but the scriptures declare MUCH MORE than that, so

we will look at this. And let us see what God has planned and Christ has

fulfilled.

Ephesians 3:11 –  “According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in

Christ Jesus our Lord.” God does all things according to the eternal purpose

which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. We must understand that God’s

purpose is NOT in you or me but in His Son. We all want to find our purpose

– in life, before God etc. We have to find it where God has it – IN CHRIST

JESUS. And all things work together toward this. (Romans 8:28- “And we

know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them

who are the called, according to his purpose.”)

We can add to our diagram – What is IN CHRIST- What was

“before” the Cross can be shown as a square – with limits, but what is “after”

the Cross – in Christ is without limits and has no end…
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In Christ

Ephesians 1:3 – “(God) hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in

heavenly (as one with Christ, in Spirit – NOT a literal, physical place) IN

CHRIST.” Vs. 4 – “According as he hath chosen US IN HIM before the

foundation of the world.”  “WE” are not chosen, but God’s choosing is IN

CHRIST. And when we come to Christ, and are found in Him, we are God’s

chosen. Vs. 6 –“…he hath made us accepted IN THE BELOVED.” Christ is

accepted of the Father, and IN HIM we are accepted. Vs. 7 – “IN WHOM we

have redemption through his blood (that’s the Cross), the forgiveness of sins

by his grace.”  (Vs.9-11 – “Having made known unto us – IN CHRIST- the

mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in

himself (IN HIS SON): That in the dispensation (administration – working out

of affairs) of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things IN

CHRIST, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even IN HIM;

IN WHOM also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of

his own will.” Vs. 12 – “That (and “that” denotes purpose) we should be to

the praise of his glory, who first trusted IN CHRIST.”

We can see from these scriptures that God’s plan is IN CHRIST and what we

receive by our union with Him. The question to us is: are we looking for these

things IN CHRIST? We can only find them where God planned them to be,

and where He chose us to be. And that is ONLY IN CHRIST. So we could

add in our diagram all these “spiritual blessings” IN CHRIST.

Christ

Eternal

Expression of

His Fulness
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Life

Look at even the issue of LIFE. 1 John 5:11-13 – “And this is the record, that

God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is IN HIS SON. He that hath

the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These

things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God;

that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the

name of the Son of God.” The Apostle is writing to those who believe in the

Lord Jesus so that they may KNOW that ye HAVE eternal life. When?

NOW!!! LIFE is NOW IN CHRIST! Eternal Life is a different Life than

earthly, flesh life, and IN CHRIST we have that Life NOW. We don’t have to

“die” a physical death to get it; BUT NOW IN CHRIST we have Life. God

wants us to KNOW what we NOW have IN CHRIST!

John 5:24 – “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and

believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into

condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” How? Where? In Christ –

by The Cross. When? BUT NOW IN CHRIST! Vs. 25 – “Verily, verily, I

say unto you, The hour is coming, and NOW is, when the dead shall hear the

voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.”

“IN” Denotes Rest

Ephesians 2:4-7 – “ But God who is rich in mercy, for his great love

wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us

together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised (“us” not in the

original) up together, and made (“us” not in the original) sit together in

heavenly places IN CHRIST JESUS: That in the ages to come (they have

come in Christ) he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his

kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.” Now the word “together” here

means “AS ONE”, and the emphasis is NOT on the many of “us” that were

raised up (“us” is not in the original), but on the ONE that is raised –

TOGETHER AS ONE, and that One is CHRIST and HIS BODY. God has

given us Life with Christ, and has raised up ONE and made us sit as ONE in

the heavenly – IN CHRIST JESUS. When is that to be? NOW – IN

CHRIST. When God raised Him, He raised up a Body as One with Him,

having His Life, and at rest in HIS FINISHED WORK. “In” denotes a

relationship of rest. There is nothing more to do since His Cross has finished

all of God’s Plan and Purpose. God has rested from His labors – shouldn’t

we? This is the REALITY that we as The Church, His Body should be living

in, and manifesting here on the earth – making known the wisdom of God.
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Mystery Hidden

This was what the mystery of Salvation was all about – all that God planned

was IN CHRIST. It had been hidden – in the Old Covenant, in the Law, in the

old; and sadly many Christians still believe that it is hidden today, but let us

see what the scripture declares. And please be aware of: BUT NOW IS…

Colossians 1:25-28 – “Whereof I am made a minister, according to the

dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God.

(Christ FULFILS the Word of God); Even the MYSTERY which hath been hid

from ages and from generations, BUT NOW IS made manifest to his saints;

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory, Whom

we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that

we may present every man perfect IN CHRIST JESUS.” CHRIST IN YOU is

the glory that was expected, and that the Old Covenant promised. It is not a

land or a feeling, but The Living Christ, living His Life IN YOU, and what

could be more glorious than that? The Old Covenant “hoped” for it, and

expected this, but we NOW HAVE IT – IN CHRIST!  Christ NOW living in

us is the realization of that hope of the Old Covenant!

Paul preached  Christ IN YOU, that he may present every man perfect (fully

mature, come to completion) IN CHRIST JESUS. Not everyone preaches

“Christ in you”, but we must understand that the Gospel is not just “about

Jesus”, but the revelation of this Christ IN YOU by the Work of The Cross!

Romans 16:25-27 – “Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to

my gospel (“For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus

Christ, and him crucified.” 1 Corinthians 2:2), and the preaching of Jesus

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since

the world began, BUT NOW IS made manifest, and by the scriptures of the

prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known

to all nations for the obedience of the faith: To God only wise, be glory

through Jesus Christ for ever, Amen.” “ The Revelation of the mystery”

means the cover is taken off BY CHRIST in the Cross, and the TRUTH is

seen in HIM. CHRIST CRUCIFIED is the revelation of the mystery that was

hidden, but was made manifest by The Cross.

2 Timothy 1:9,10 – “Who hath saved us, and called (“us” is not in original)

with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own

purpose (remember God’s Eternal Purpose is IN CHRIST) and grace, which

was given us IN CHRIST JESUS before the world began, BUT IS NOW made
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manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished

death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” It is

by the appearing of Jesus Christ – to die on the Cross, that God’s purpose was

fulfilled, and made manifest. He brought to nought death (it became of none

effect), and brought forth Life, Immortality, all spiritual blessings; all of

God’s purpose – and this is NOW! All Things of God are NOW in Christ- not

hidden.

Ephesians 3:8-10 – “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this

grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches

of Christ: And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery,

which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in Christ, who created

all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that NOW unto the principalities and

powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold

wisdom of God.” The Church (that’s us!) is the vessel who is to make known

the manifold wisdom of God. And that wisdom is that God purposed

everything IN CHRIST, and Christ fulfilled all that God planned by His

Cross, and it is NOW made known.

We Are to Make This Known

The mystery was hidden – but is made manifest by Christ, and we NOW are

to make it known in the earth. So we have to know what is “But Now IN

CHRIST.” This is what we will be looking at, and my prayer for us during

this time is the Apostle Paul’s prayer for the church of his day:

Ephesians 1:17,18a – “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of

glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge

of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know

what IS…”

So let us not worry about what might be… someday… somewhere…

somehow…, but rather, what is BUT NOW IN CHRIST!
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Diagram for Part 1:

                                                          

 BUT NOW IN CHRIST

                  Mystery Hidden                                   Mystery Made Manifest

                 Blessings Promised                             All Spiritual Blessings

                                                                              Redemption

                                                                              Forgiveness

                     Death                                                   Life

                                                                               Immortality

                     Glory Expected                                   Christ in you – Glory come

                     What was to come                               What is NOW in Christ
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Part 2: What Was Spoken Of – Now Come

The Day He Is

During this study we are asking God to bring us to a greater comprehension

of our SO GREAT SALVATION and to what is NOW IN CHRIST. “How

shall we escape if we neglect (fail to give constant heed to) so great salvation;

which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us

by them that heard him.”(Hebrews 2:3). We should not be looking for a day

to come, but living in The Eternal Day that He is, and manifesting the Light

of that Day in the earth. To help us with this, let us look at a contrast in

Hebrews 1:1,2 – “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in

time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto

us by His Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he

made the worlds.” God who spoke in many parts and in many ways in TIME

PAST to the fathers by the prophets, hath at the end of those days, spoken

unto us IN SON. His Son is the heir of all things – the “all things” of God’s

Eternal Plan.

Time Past – In Son

So we see here a difference – TIME PAST – many parts, ways, all of the

things of the Old Covenant and with God’s dealings with man before the

Cross. But at the end of those days God has a new way, a new dealing – IN

SON. We can put this on the diagram:

                         Time Past                                      NOW IN SON

Many parts, many ways                All fulfilled In Son

                         Types, Shadows
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Examples: In the Old Covenant we have the flood and the ark, the burning

bush, manna from heaven. That was the first way, the first Covenant –

everything was in the natural. Those were the types and shadows. But NOW –

at the end of those days, God speaks in a different way – IN SON. He has

summed up all of those parts and ways into the fulfillment of them In Christ

and the Work of the Cross. “All things are delivered unto me of my Father…”

(Matthew 11:27) Those are the “all things” of the Old Covenant.

This has some very practical applications for us today. For instance, people

say that God was “executing His judgment” on people in the hurricanes. But

God doesn’t need a flood and a hurricane TODAY for His judgment. That

judgment came AT THE CROSS! And God has given HIS SON ALL

authority to execute judgment! (John 5:27 – “And hath given him authority to

execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.” And Acts 17:31 –

“Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in

righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given

assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”) But most

of us today are still looking for God to speak as He did in TIME PAST, and

we fail to hear Him speaking BUT NOW IN CHRIST.

Old Speaking of The Son

Now all of those parts and ways were all speaking OF THE SON, and we can

see how great He is and His Work by the volume of all that God spoke. Here

are a few examples:

Romans 5:14 – “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over

them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is

the figure of him that was to come.” The One to come is CHRIST! Adam was

NOT God’s full thought of man. We quote Genesis 1:26, “ And God said, Let

us make man in our image, after our likeness…” but the word “image” does

NOT mean exactness, but is an illusion, a representative figure, with no

substance, a vain show. That is Adam. Why? Because God’s “man” was

Christ!

Hebrews 3:5,6 – “And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant,

for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken AFTER; BUT

CHRIST as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the

confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.” Moses and The

Law, and all things under the Old Covenant were a testimony of what would
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come after. And what would come AFTER? CHRIST! He would come

AFTER those days, and fulfil that testimony in His very own person.

ALL that was in the Old Covenant was a testimony of The One Who was to

come: not just “things” that would happen, but of ONE who would come.

John 5:39,40 – And this was a reprimand of the Lord to the religious leaders

of His day. “(You do) Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have

eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come TO

ME that ye might have life.” We must understand that reading our Bible,

going to Church, and being “religious” doesn’t give you Life: but coming to

HIM does. (Remember we said that Life is IN HIS SON?) Vs. 46 – “For had

ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.” Hebrews

10:7 – “Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written OF

ME,) to do thy will, O God.”

The Old Testament is not a history book, but it is God setting forth all of the

aspects of His Son, and what He would do by His death, burial and

resurrections. So we need to read the Old Testament looking for HIM, and see

the fulfillment of all things written IN HIM.

Jesus is The Fulfillment

Matthew 5:17,18 – “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the

prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to FULFIL. For verily I say unto

you, Till heaven and earth pass (that is the heaven and earth of the Old

Covenant – not the physical entities), one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass

from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Everything that is in the Law would be

FULFILLED. How? When? Where? IN HIM by HIS CROSS. All of the Law

and prophets spoke of Him, and the fulfillment is all NOW IN CHRIST.

Don’t look for the fulfillment of anything outside of Christ, and all prophecy

must be judged IN HIM and BY HIM. (Just an example of this: Remember

the Y2K turmoil in the year 2000, when people were going crazy – looking

for “The Lord to come” and for “the end of the world”? We were trying to

find things completed because of a natural date on the calendar, rather than

seeing that all things are already fulfilled IN CHRIST! Nothing happened in

the natural on that day because everything was already done IN CHRIST – in

the Spirit, in the heavens!) Revelation 19:10 says, “…for the testimony of

Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” All prophecy was OF Him, and is fulfilled

BY Him.             
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Remember when Jesus went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day? Now

remember Jesus was a Jew, born under the Law, and He presented Himself

first to the Jewish people. (John 1:11 – “He came unto his own, and his own

received him not.”) But Jesus came fulfilling all of the requirements of the

Law, and He comes into the Temple of His day, and begins to read from the

scripture. Luke 4:16-21 –“ And he came to Nazareth, where he had been

brought up; and as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the

sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the

book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the

place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath

anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the

broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight

to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable

year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister,

and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were

fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture

fulfilled in your ears.” He brings the FULFILLMENT of Isaiah into

HIMSELF! (And historians say that in the synagogues at that time there was

always a chair that was left vacant – for The Messiah, who they were waiting

for, and no one else could sit in it. It was this chair in which He sat down,

demonstrating to them Who He was!)

A NEW Day

He was the fulfillment of all that the Old Covenant had spoken, and it is HIS

APPEARING  that brings us into a New Day, the NOW Day. And this can be

put on the diagram.

Old                                 New

                               To Come                        NOW – Now come

                          Types, Shadows             Substance, Reality
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Matthew 13:16,17 – The people of Jesus’ day had the Law, but now they had

HIM of whom the Law spoke. All they had to do was see HIM. “But blessed

are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto

you, That many prophets and righteous men (Like those in Hebrews 11 – who

all died in faith, believing God) have desired to see those things which ye see,

and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not

heard them.” Those “things” are HIM! Men in the Old Testament desired to

see, but could not, because things under that Covenant were hidden, but NOW

– He was the “seeing” of all “those things”. Can you see how The New

Covenant is so much BETTER than the old?

His Coming

It is His coming, and Christ revealing Himself that brings you from the ‘in-

part’ knowledge to The Truth. Remember Jesus with the Samaritan woman at

the well?  She was talking religion to Him! John 4:19-24 – “The woman saith

unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet (but He’s greater than that!).

Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the

place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me,

the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem,

worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship:

for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true

worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father

seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must

worship him in spirit and in truth.” That hour IS NOW IN CHRIST! What

makes the difference? HE APPEARS! And when He appears IN YOU, and

TO YOU in the Truth of Who He is, the hour is NOW for you! God no longer

accepts worship in the flesh, under carnal commandments as He did under the

Old Covenant, but NOW – because HE HAS COME, TRUE WORSHIP IS

ONLY IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH!

Declaring The Nowness

So I want us to see that all that God had set forth in the Old Covenant, in the

Law and the Prophets came to its fulfillment and Truth IN CHRIST. And the

early Church and the disciples understood that; and the declaring of the

Gospel was that everything they had looked for was NOW IN CHRIST! And

this is important because if you don’t see CHRIST as the fulfillment of all

that God desires and had planned, you will still be looking for ANOTHER
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day, and asking God to do ANOTHER thing, rather than living in the

Greatness of Salvation – NOW IN CHRIST.

Look at how the Apostles understood this.

1 John 1:1-4 – “ That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,

which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands

have handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we have

seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with

the Father, and was manifested unto us;) That which we have seen and heard

declare we unto you that ye also may have fellowship with us, and truly our

fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things

write we unto you, that your joy may be full.” That which “was from the

beginning” was God’s plan in Christ. This is not just knowing Jesus in the

flesh, but knowing Him as The Father knows Him. This Life was manifested

unto them, and they NOW have that Life in them. This is what they declared,

and this is where truly fellowship is!

1 Peter 1:10-13 – Peter speaks of the Salvation the prophets spoke of, that

would come to you. “ Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and

searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:

Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of CHRIST which was in

them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the

glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto

themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported

unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost

sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for

the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” It

was the Spirit of Christ in them at that time (Old Covenant time), and it all

testified of Him. They ministered for those to come; who would receive the

fulness at the revelation of Jesus Christ. HE WOULD MAKE ALL THINGS

KNOWN. And when you truly see Him and know Him, then you know the

fulness of your Salvation.

2 Peter 1:19 – Peter said, “We have also a more sure word of prophecy, (or

the prophets made more sure); whereunto you do well that ye take heed, as

unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star

arise in your hearts.” Why did they have the word of prophecy made “more

sure”? Because they have SEEN HIM – of whom all prophecy spoke! And

Peter refers to the voice that they heard from the holy mount. Vs. 16-18 –

“For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known
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unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were

eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received from God the Father honour and

glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is

my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from

heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.”

This is recorded for us in Matthew 17:1-8 – “And after six days Jesus taketh

Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high

mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as

the sun, and his raiment was white as light. And, behold, there appeared unto

them Moses and Elias talking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto

Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three

tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for

Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and

behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I

am well pleased, hear ye him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on

their face, and were sore afraid. And Jesus came and touched them, and said,

Arise, and be not afraid. And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no

man, save JESUS ONLY.” Notice the words in verse 1 – Jesus took them

after six days (the number of man and that whole creation), up into a high

mountain apart. This is into God’s view – into the heavens! And He was

transfigured, and no longer in the flesh. He appears with Moses and Elijah

(the Law and the prophets). Peter wants to build three tabernacles to honor

each of them, but the Father overshadows Peter’s fleshly knowledge and

brings him into the heart of The Father. ‘This is My  Beloved Son, in whom I

am well pleased – hear ye HIM!’ Moses and Elijah are swallowed up and

fulfilled in The Son. In this greater understanding it is NOT what WE can do

for Him: but that ALL THINGS are fulfilled IN CHRIST, and He NOW is the

Tabernacle of God where the Father is worshipped. God is bringing them to

another view – a greater view – what will be IN CHRIST. And when they

lifted up their eyes (above the earthly realm) they saw NO MAN, save

JESUS. When would this be manifested? Vs. 9 – “And as they came down

from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man,

until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.” This will be made known

when the Son of man be risen from the dead. All things are fulfilled by The

Cross, and NOW all things of God are IN CHRIST!

Lift Up Your Eyes

Well, Christ HAS come, and He HAS risen, and as He is revealed by The

Father as from the beginning, and all that the Law and prophets spoke of,
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there is only ONE to see, and we have all things NOW IN CHRIST. May the

Lord open our eyes to see the Truth of this, and may we live in the reality of

what is NOW IN CHRIST.
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Part 3: Old-New/ Access

Old and New Covenant Understanding

As we are looking at what is NOW IN CHRIST, we must distinguish between

Old Covenant Understanding and New Covenant Living. Before the Cross in

the first Covenant God set forth types and shadows, promises and prophecies,

all speaking of what was to come. But nothing ever came to fulfillment under

that Covenant. They are only fulfilled IN CHRIST.

2 Corinthians 1:20 – “For all the promises of God IN CHRIST are yea, and

IN HIM Amen, unto the glory of God by us.

The Law

Now the Old Covenant was summed up in the Law and its ordinances; with

the feasts, sacrifices, priests, and earthly tabernacle, but the Law had its

limitations. Hebrews 10:1 – “ For the law having a shadow of good things to

come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices

which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto

perfect.” The Law had the shadows, but the very image of the things are only

IN CHRIST. And the Law could not perfect those under it: no one ever came

to God’s full thought for man under the Law. Hebrews 7:19 – “ For the law

made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which

we draw nigh unto God.”  This is talking about bringing in another priest.

And notice the word “better” here. The book of Hebrews uses that term

“BETTER” in contrasting the Old Covenant with the New: now in Christ

there is a BETTER Testament, a BETTER Covenant, BETTER promises,

BETTER sacrifice, a BETTER country, a BETTER Resurrection, BETTER

things! The book of Hebrews was written to bring them from the Old to the

New – in understanding, and see the fulfillment of the Old IN CHRIST. So

the “better hope” is another priest: vs. 16 “ Who is made, not after the law of

a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.” Who else

could this be – but Christ! His is the BETTER Priesthood. Hebrews 7:23,24 –

“And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue

by reason of death: But this man (CHRIST), because he continueth ever,

hath an unchangeable priesthood.”  And it is by this Priest that we draw nigh

unto God.
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Changing The Covenant

And with the changing of the priesthood there is a changing of the Covenant.

Hebrews 8:1 – “…We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand

of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.” Vs. 6-13 – “BUT NOW hath he

obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a

better covenant, which was established upon better promises. For if that first

covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the

second. For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the

Lord, when I will make a NEW covenant with the house of Israel and with the

house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers

in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt;

because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the

Lord.” The Second Covenant is NOT as the first one was. The first Covenant

was written on stone, in a book – outside of them, and they did not keep it.

The Second Covenant will be ministered differently. “For this is the covenant

that I will make with the house of Israel after those days (those days came to

an end AT THE CROSS), saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind,

and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be

to me a people: And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every

man his brother, saying Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least

to the greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins

and their iniquities will I remember no more. In that he saith, A new

covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old

is ready to vanish away.”  Remember what is said of Jesus in Hebrews 10:9 –

“ Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first,

that he may establish the second.” And we will find in the scripture that the

SECOND is always established – not the first!

This is the difference between the Old and the New Covenants: The Old is

outside of the people, and they cannot keep it; and even though they have the

formality of the Law, they do not know God. The New is written in them, as a

Living Word, and this brings them into relationship with God, and they can

have fellowship with Him. And He makes Himself known to them, and they

can experience His mercy and forgiveness. Under the Old Covenant they just

“knew” God in fiery judgment, and were always fearful of Him. Even though

today because we are IN CHRIST, we are under the New Covenant, sadly

many Christians still read the New Testament with an Old Covenant

understanding: it is Law to them, written on a page, and they “try” to keep it,

but are unable to do so; and they never come to maturity in Christ, and have

real communion and fellowship with the Lord.



212

Access

I want to now look at the issue of access to God, and see how things differ

under the Old and New Covenants.

Ephesians 2:11-13 – “Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past

Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called

the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were

without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers

from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the

world: BUT NOW IN CHRIST JESUS ye who sometimes were far off are

made nigh by the blood of Christ.” Under the Old Covenant those who were

uncircumcised were strangers to the covenant of promise and had no hope.

But NOW in Christ, those who were far off are made nigh by the BLOOD OF

CHRIST. So we see it is THE CROSS that has brought in the New Covenant,

and now we can come to God and know Him. Vs. 17,18 – “And (Jesus) came

and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh

(Gentile and Jew). For through him (Christ) we both have ACCESS by one

Spirit unto the Father.” This is all done by The Cross!

Adam

Go back to Adam, the first man. We know that Adam sinned and did not eat

of the Tree of Life that God had placed in the garden, but ate of the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil. Genesis 3:23,24 – “Therefore the Lord God sent

him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was

taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of

Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the

WAY of the tree of life.” Man was sent from the garden and from God’s

presence. Earthy man has NO access to God, but God keeps THE WAY of

the Tree of Life. That Way is THE CROSS OF CHRIST, and Jesus Himself

says, “ …I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the

Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) HE is the ONLY Way to the Father. So the

first man was kept out of God’s presence, but throughout the Old Testament,

we see that God always kept the Way.

Moses and The Law

So what about access to God under Moses and the Law? God spoke to them

through Moses (who is a type of Christ the Deliverer). God speaks to them
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through a burning bush, a pillar of cloud and fire, etc. God was hidden from

them and far off, but Moses could go up to Him, and God spoke out of the

mountain. Exodus 19:20-24 – “And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai,

on the top of the mount: and the Lord called Moses up to the top of the mount;

and Moses went up. and the Lord said unto Moses, Go down, charge the

people, lest they break through unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them

perish. And let the priests also, which come near to the Lord, sanctify

themselves, lest the Lord break forth upon them. And Moses said unto the

Lord, The people cannot come up to mount Sinai: for thou chargedst us,

saying, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it. And the Lord said unto

him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee:

but let not the priests and the people break through to come up unto the Lord,

lest he break forth upon them.” The people can not come up to Mount Sinai:

there were bounds to keep them away. The people themselves could not see

God or hear Him: He was hidden and inaccessible to them. And sadly many

Christians today still live in this understanding – that God is far off, and they

have no way to hear Him or know Him. This is OLD Covenant

understanding!

Types Speak of Access

Even in the Tabernacle and Temple worship of the Old Covenant, the Law

did not give open access to God. It spoke of access to God, but man was still

kept away from the presence of God. They could only enter in by one Door

(Jesus said, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and

shall go in and out, and find pasture.” John 10:9) But when they came into

the Tabernacle and Temple they could only enter by facing the Brazen Altar,

where there was a death, a sacrifice, and blood was shed. Why? Because of

SIN – man in his state of sin could not come to a Holy God. But God

ordained a priesthood who would go into The Holy Place for you. The type of

this is the High Priest who would go into the Holy of Holies – one man, once

a year on the Day of Atonement, with blood for the sins of the people. But

when he went, he went with all of Israel with him! Exodus 39:6,7,14 – “And

they wrought onyx stones inclosed in ouches of gold, graven as signets are

graven, with the names of the children of Israel. And he put them on the

shoulders of the ephod, that they should be stones for a memorial to the

children of Israel; as the Lord commanded Moses…And the stones (of the

breastplate) were according to the names of the children of Israel, twelve,

according to their names, like the engravings of a signet, every one with his

name, according to the twelve tribes.” So when the High Priest went in, he

took all of Israel into the presence of God with him, and when He was
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accepted of God – THEY were accepted of God also! And He was their

assurance that all was well with them and God for that year.

Only For A Time

But this was only for a time. Hebrews 9:6-10 – “Now when these things were

thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing

the service of God. But into the second went the high priest alone once every

year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the

people: The Holy Ghost this signifying that the way into the holiest of all was

not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing. Which

was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and

sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining

to the conscience; Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers

washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of

reformation.” This was all a figure for the time then present – the time of the

Old Covenant, all under the Law UNTIL the time of reformation – when all

things would be put right.

But Christ Being Come

All of the Law and the First Covenant remained UNTIL….when? Vs.11 –

“BUT CHRIST BEING COME an high priest of things to come (those were

all promised under the Old Covenant), by a greater and more perfect

tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building. Neither

by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in  once

into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” That’s THE

CROSS. The priesthood of the Old Covenant was necessary UNTIL Christ

came. And then He fulfilled ALL that they spoke of. He now brings forth a

greater Tabernacle, a better Covenant, a greater Ministry, and He provides

access to the Father, for all who will come by HIM.

Veil Removed

In the Old Covenant Temple worship the presence of God was veiled, and

only the High Priest could enter, but now CHRIST, as The Great High Priest

not only goes through the veil, but in His death, the veil is rent and removed!

“And behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the
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bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent.” (Matthew 27:51) And

NOW we have access – by HIM!

Hebrews 4:14-16 – “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is

passed into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For

we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our

infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us

therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,

and find grace to help in time of need.”

Hebrews 10:19-23 – “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the

holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath

consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh: And having an

high priest over the house of God: Let us draw near with a true heart in full

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and

our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith

without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised:)”

Under the Old Covenant understanding we could NOT come into the presence

of God. There was always fear, and God was a God of wrath and judgment.

But Jesus is The Way to The Father, and NOW IN CHRIST we can come

boldly to Him, in full assurance of what Christ has done, and that we are

accepted in Him. “To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath

made us accepted in the beloved.” (Ephesians 1:6) Now through HIM we

have access by One Spirit unto The Father. We looked at some of this in

Ephesians 2, but let’s look at this again, seeing what was done by THE

CROSS. Ephesians 2:14-18 – “For he is our peace, who hath made both (Jew

and Gentile) one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between

us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments

contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so

making peace. And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the

cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you

which were far off, and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have

access by one spirit unto the Father.” He made the two ONE at His Cross,

and slew both of them. Then He brought forth ONE NEW MAN who is at

peace with God, so by Him we both have access to The Father. And Vs. 19 –

NOW therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens

with the saints, and of the household of God.”

Praise God, NOW IN CHRIST we are One with God! This is NOT looking

for a day in the future, but this is the reality of our Salvation NOW in Christ!
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Part 4: Walk In Truth

Knowledge of Him

I pray that through these lessons we will come to a greater KNOWLEDGE of

The Lord. Our Salvation is not in question, but God would have us to come to

really KNOW Christ, Who is our Salvation. 2 Peter 1:2-4 – “Grace and peace

be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

According as his divine power hath given unto us ALL THINGS that pertain

unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to

glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious

promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having

escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” So let it be our

prayer that we would KNOW Him – who has given us all things, and that we

NOW are partakers of His very Life!

Walk in Reality of A Finished Work

 So now that we are in Christ, the Lord would have us WALK (live daily) in

the reality of what He has done. And what He has done is THE CROSS – a

Finished Work by His death, burial and resurrection. This is The Truth as it is

in Jesus. Look at what the Apostle John has to say about this.

2 John 1-3 – “ The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in

the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth; For the

truth’s sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever. Grace be

with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.”

3 John 3,4 – “ For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of

the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth. I have no greater

joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” God desires that we walk

and live daily in and by The Truth that is IN US.

Truth

But this word “TRUTH” doesn’t just mean ‘don’t lie’, but scripturally The

Truth is: the unveiled reality lying at the basis of, and agreeing with an

appearance. It is the manifested TRUE essence of matter: the reality

pertaining to an appearance. So TRUTH is the revealed essence of what
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something appeared; and that definition brings us to CHRIST, who said, “…I

am the truth…” (John 14:6) HE is the reality behind all the things of the Old

Covenant and when He came, He came as The Truth of them. The Old

Covenant was full of “true things”, like the Law, the Tabernacle, the priests

etc., but those were only the types and shadows that spoke of HIM.

So in our diagram we can put:

              True Things                    Truth

                Law, Tabernacle, Priests              CHRIST

                    Veiled                                            Unveiled

                       Shadow, Appearance                     Reality Manifested

                         In part                                           Complete

Truth Came By Christ

John 1:17 – “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by

Jesus Christ.” When Christ came and died, and rose again, then the

REALITY behind everything that God had previously set forth under the Old

Covenant became manifest, became known. NOW you know what “things”

and concepts really were: HE made them known. An example is holiness and

righteousness. Under the Law this was seen in clothing and food and

activities. BUT NOW IN CHRIST you see the TRUTH of holiness and

righteousness. It is HIM! And then “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of

God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and

redemption.”(1 Corinthians 1:30) This is true with the feasts and sacrifices:

The TRUTH of them are NOW seen in Christ, and what He has done by The

Cross. Under the Law they only had the shadow of things, and they had to be

obedient to that, but the TRUTH of all things came in Christ, so much more

now, we have to be obedient to HIM – not to the things that spoke of Him, but

to Him Who is the TRUTH of those things.
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Living By Truth

And now, as you see Christ to be the Truth of all things, you are to live in and

by that Truth. And that will necessitate a putting away of the first, the in-part

knowledge of true things. 1 Corinthians 13:9-11 – Paul is speaking about the

time when they were under the Law, and knew God under the Old Covenant.

“For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.”  Nothing under the Old

Covenant and the Law was fulfilled and complete, and brought them to

fulfillment. It was all ‘in-part’ knowledge, veiled and hidden, with lots of

parts and ways. “But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in

part shall be taken away.” This is the perfect knowledge that comes with

Christ and the knowledge of Truth that He brings. So when the perfect

knowledge comes (which He is), then that which is in part shall be done

away. “When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I

thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.”

And the word “child” there is a word meaning ‘infant’ – not able to speak or

understand. And the Bible calls those under the Law as children. “ Now I say,

That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant,

though he be lord of all.” (Galatians 4:1)  But when I became a MAN = when

I come to maturity, I put away childish things. And those things are the ‘in-

part” things of the Old Covenant, the types and shadows, but not The Truth.

Those things all spoke of Christ and all that He would do, but it took HIM

coming as The Truth, as the fulfillment of those true things to manifest the

very essence behind them. And He did this by HIS CROSS.

In-Part Done Away

So NOW IN CHRIST  these in-part things and in-part knowledge must be

done away. For if the perfect has come, what need do you have for the things

that were only a shadow of what was to come? The Truth has come and has

been made manifest! Now you can live in the Truth, the Reality, not in the

shadows that had no substance. Colossians 2:6-8- “As ye have therefore

received Christ Jesus the Lord (and the early Church preached Jesus Christ

and Him crucified – not prosperity and spiritual gifts like we preach today),

so walk ye IN HIM (in Truth): Rooted and built up IN HIM, and stablished in

the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.” And

you can really only be established in TRUTH – you can’t be established in a

shadow, a vapor, something that has no substance – that’s like trying to catch

a puff of smoke! “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and

vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and

not after CHRIST.”  Verses 14-17 – “Blotting out the handwriting of
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ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of

the way, nailing it to HIS CROSS, And having spoiled principalities and

powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. Let no

man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or

of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to

come; but the body is Christ.” The substance is CHRIST, and all of the Old

Covenant ordinances and commandments that were against us were taken to

the Cross when Christ died, and done away with. So NOW – in light of the

Cross and what Christ has done, don’t go back to the old ordinances. He has

taken them away in His Cross! He is THE TRUTH of all of those things, so

now you worship only Him. 2 Corinthians 3:14 says “…which vail is done

away in Christ.” And that vail and all the old ordinances must now be

TAKEN AWAY in us, and “Nevertheless when it (the heart) shall turn to the

Lord, the vail shall be taken away.” (Verse 16) He has removed the veil in

His death so that we now can see and walk in The Truth!

Stand In Truth

Galatians 5:1-7 – “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath

made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (That is

the Old Covenant religious ordinances. See Galatians 4:24-26, which speaks

of the two covenants, “…the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to

bondage, which is Hagar, For this Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and

answereth to Jerusalem which now is and is in bondage with her children,

But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.”) Behold,

I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.

For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do

the whole law.” (At this time in the early Church people were insisting that

new converts be circumcised like a Jew in order to come to Christ, and Paul is

telling them that this is taking them “back” to the Law, away from God’s

grace by the Cross.) “Christ is become of no effect unto you (that’s serious!),

whosoever of you are justified by the law: ye are fallen from grace. For we

through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. For in Jesus

Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith

which worketh by love. Ye did run well: who did hinder you that ye should not

obey the TRUTH?” Paul is telling them that NOW in Christ they are NOT in

bondage, but in the liberty of The Truth. Now a partial circumcision of cutting

away a piece of the flesh (which was the sign of the Old Covenant) will profit

you nothing, and you are fallen from God’s grace which came at The Cross.

Now is only FAITH IN CHRIST and The Work of The Cross. Now we have

to obey the TRUTH. And that Truth is IN HIM and IS HIM.
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Truth Has Come

The Apostle Paul especially, who was raised up strictly under the Law, and

prospered in it, came to understand that because the TRUTH HAD COME –

IN CHRIST; by The Cross in His death, burial and resurrection, they were

NOW to live in that Truth, and no longer in the types and shadows of the Old

Covenant. Paul’s understanding has changed. Philippians 3:3 – “For we are

the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus,

and have no confidence in the flesh.” Paul recognized that all things of the

Old Covenant were fulfilled in Christ; now in the Spirit, in a higher realm.

(Colossians 2:11 – “In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision

made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the

circumcision of Christ.” That is the Cross – a TOTAL putting away of that

whole old man and that first realm. THAT circumcision is greater, and

completes God’s plan regarding man.)

That I May Win Christ

Philippians 3:7 – “But what things were gain to me, those I counted LOSS for

Christ.” What were those things? Verses 4-6 – “Though I might also have

confidence in the flesh, If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he

might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the

law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the

righteousness which is in the law, blameless.” The things that were “gain” to

Paul was his life under the Law: all the in – part knowledge and religious

activities under the Old Covenant to which Paul had excelled.

Verse 8 – “Yea doubtless, and I count all things (all of the old) but loss

(detriment) for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for

whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I

might win CHRIST (not a higher religious position in the Church).

(Remember 2 Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a

new creature: old things are passed away, behold, all things are become

new.”) Verse 9 – “And be found IN HIM, not having mine own

righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of

Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.”
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Forgetting Things Behind

This was Paul’s desire: to be found IN HIM, to know HIM. And Paul says the

ONE thing he has to do is: Philippians 3:13,14 – “Brethren, I count not

myself to have apprehended; but this one thing I do, forgetting those things

which are behind (before the Cross, the old Jewish religious types and

shadows), and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press

toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” This

is the Eternal Fulness of All Things NOW in Christ, but Paul knew that he

had to count all of the old as NOTHING, and let it pass away in him so that

he could walk in the reality of what was The Truth in Christ. Paul did not go

back to what was in Old Covenant religion, but his desire was to know the

fulness of all that is BUT NOW IN CHRIST. May that be our desire too!
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Part 5: Darkness Is Past

Darkness

As we are finishing this study, I pray the Lord has opened eyes to see what is

BUT NOW IN CHRIST. And we need to do this because of what The Cross

has done. Not walking in the Truth of the Finished Work is denying THE

CROSS!

1 John 2:8 – “Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is

true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now

shineth.” We must understand this “darkness” is not evil, but the Old

Covenant understanding. Everything in the Old was in-part, veiled, and there

was no true knowing and seeing. But Now In Christ the darkness IS past,

and the TRUE Light now shines. That True Light is Christ and He brings The

Truth to be manifested. And we now are to walk in that light, that full

understanding of the Truth of all God’s Plan fulfilled in Christ by His Cross.

1 John 1:7 – “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have

fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth

us from all sin.”

The True

But I want you to notice here the TRUE light, because this is what is NOW

IN CHRIST, and the types and shadows of the old are summed up in the very

Person of Christ: not another type, but Who He is.

John 1:6-9 – “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The

same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through

him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that

light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the

world.” John was to bear witness of that Light – Jesus, and that was the One

he declared. It is interesting that in the New Jerusalem, “…the city had no

need of the sun, neither the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did

lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.” (Revelation 21:23) We see here

that Christ – as The Lamb slain is that True Light, and now in the New

Creation that He has brought forth in His Resurrection, there is no need of any

other light. This is NOW in Christ, but the question to us is: are we walking

and living by that True Light that He is?
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John  6:32,33 – The people were asking Jesus for a sign so that they could

believe Him, and wanted him to send manna from heaven like their fathers

received in the wilderness, under the Old Covenant. But Jesus is bringing

them from the TYPE of the manna, to the TRUE Bread that He is. “Then

Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that

bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the TRUE bread from heaven.

For the bread of God is HE which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life

unto the world.”  Jesus makes Himself known as the TRUE Bread – by His

death. The question to us is: are we eating of THAT bread that we may never

die? (Vs. 49,50,53 – “Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are

dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven that a man may eat

thereof, and not die…Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his

blood, ye have no life in you.”)

John 10:7-9,11 – “Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto

you, I am the door of the sheep. All that ever came before me (in the Old

Covenant types and shadows) are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not

hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and

shall go in and out, and find pasture…I am the good (true) shepherd: the

good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” Jesus brings this concept of the

Door which was known to Israel and the shepherds in the past all to a

summation in HIMSELF – who gives His Life for them, and BY HIM, they

can enter into the Father.

John 15:1 – “I am the TRUE vine, and my Father is the husbandman.” They

now are to live by Him, and bring forth fruit to glorify the Father.

Hebrews 8:2 – He is “A minister of the sanctuary, and of the TRUE

tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.” He is the TRUE priest of

which the Old Covenant priests were only a type of. See how much “better”

He is: Hebrews 7:23-27 – “And they truly were many priests, because they

were not suffered to continue by reason of death: But this man, because he

continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also

to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth

to make intercession for them. For such an high priest became us, who is

holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the

heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice,

first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he

offered up himself (that’s The Cross!). And now because of the True High

Priest that He is, we don’t have to go to an earthly priest, but to HIM! He is

the BETTER Priest, and He is the TRUE sacrifice – of which all those other

sacrifices for hundreds of years spoke of! You can see Christ’s greatness
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when you bring all of the parts of the Old Covenant into Him and see that HE

IS the substance of all those things, and they are fulfilled in Him. IN Him all

things are “better”, and we saw that the word “better” is so important in the

book of Hebrews: bringing them from the Old Covenant way in time past, to

how God is NOW speaking IN SON.

Not/But

Another understanding I’d like for us to come to through these lessons is the

NOT/BUT comparisons, and this will help us to further see what is BUT

NOW IN CHRIST. And those terms can go in our diagram. In God’s mind

everything under the Old is seen as “Not”, because everything is “But” Now

in Christ. And we have to make that distinction in our heart also.

                                         

Not                          But (NOW)

                                      Flesh                        Spirit

                                Done Away              Remains

Titus 3:5-7 – “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and

renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus

Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made

heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” His grace and mercy are NOW in

Christ, shed on us through the Work of The Cross.

Romans 8:1,9 – “ There is therefore NOW no condemnation to them which

are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit…But ye

are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in

you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” “After

the flesh” here is speaking of after the Old Covenant Law and ordinances.
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That is what is “not” to God; and the second is Spirit, the New, Christ, and is

always “but NOW” to God. This is how He knows us by The Work of The

Cross.

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 – “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,

neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath

prepared for them that love him. BUT God hath revealed them unto us by his

Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” Under

the Old Covenant the “all things” of God that He prepared were hidden, all

according to God’s Eternal Plan in Christ; but at that time they could not

understand this. BUT NOW God hath revealed those hidden things, and the

mystery that had been hidden is NOW made known IN CHRIST by His

Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:6 – “ Who (God) hath made us able ministers of the new

testament: not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit

giveth life.” The “letter” is the Law, the ordinances and in-part knowledge by

types and shadows. There was no Life in that; but Life is only by the Spirit,

that Life Giving Spirit who Christ is. Now there was a “glory” to the old

administration, the Old Covenant, but there is a glory that EXCELLETH!

Verses 9-11 – “For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more

doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. (The Law brought

condemnation, but Christ brings righteousness and Life.) For even that which

was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that

excelleth. For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which

remaineth is glorious.” The first glory is done away in Christ, and ONLY the

second glory REMAINS. Remember Jesus said in Hebrews 10:9 – “Lo, I

come, to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that He may establish

the second.” The first is NOT Now in Christ! We NOW have the glory that

excelleth, and should be living in that glory that remains. The first glory

always came and went, but THIS glory abides with us – forever!

Hebrews 9:11-14 – “ But Christ being come an high priest of good things to

come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is

to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by

his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal

redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an

heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How

much more shall the blood of Christ (The Cross), who through the eternal

Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead

works (the works of the Law) to serve the living God?
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Hebrews 12:18-24 – “For ye are not come unto the mount that might be

touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and

tempest, And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; (This is all

Mount Sinai, the Old Covenant. And notice that this is the voice of wordS

(plural) – many ways of God speaking. BUT NOW IN CHRIST there is only

ONE WORD – and He is that Eternal, Living Word!) which voice they that

heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more: (For

they could not endure that which was commanded. And if so much as a beast

touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:

(Remember we said that there was NO ACCESS for people under the Old

Covenant) And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear

and quake:) BUT ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living

God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To

the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in

heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made

perfect, And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of

sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.” We are NOT “going

to go to Zion someday”: YOU ARE ALREADY COME NOW IN CHRIST!

You don’t have to “die” and go be with Jesus: by HIS death, you are NOW

come!

And lastly, a summation of all the NOT/BUT comparisons that Paul came to,

and we must also. Galatians 2:20 – And notice that this comes out from a

TRUE knowledge of The Cross. “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I

live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the

flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for

me.” And in order for us to have a real understanding and appreciation of

what is NOW in Christ we must come to this also: NOT I, BUT CHRIST!

Testimony/Witness

And one last thought I want to leave with you, and that is concerning

Testimony and Witness. And these are two more words we can put in our

diagram.
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Testimony            Witness

Testimony

Hebrews 3:5 – “ And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant,

for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after.” We must

understand the Old Covenant was a TESTIMONY of what would come after

– and that would be CHRIST!

Hebrews 10:7 – “ Then said I, Lo, I come, (in the volume of the book it is

written of ME), to do thy will, O God.”

John 5:39,46 – “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal

life: and they are they which testify of ME…For had ye believed Moses, ye

would have believed me: for he wrote of ME.”

The Testimony spoke of ONE TO COME – and all of the parts of the Law,

the Tabernacle, Feasts, sacrifices, priests, ordinances, were all patterns of the

things in heaven, and figures of the True.

Witness

But Christ came, and He is NOT a Testimony, but THE WITNESS of that

Testimony NOW COME!  Revelation 1:5 – “And from Jesus Christ, who is

the faithful witness…” HE validates the whole Testimony by His death, burial

and resurrection, because IN HIM everything of the Testimony is totally

fulfilled. The Witness is NOT of what is to come, but what is NOW! Jesus

didn’t come to give us another Testimony of “what will be someday”; but He

is the Witness that what God said He would do – He has done! The Witness is

unto Life, and this was manifested by His Resurrection. HE is that Witness of

the Truth of the Testimony.
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I encourage you to search this out in the scriptures. What did Jesus say to the

brethren when He told them to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Ghost? Acts 1:8

– “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:

and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and

in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” They were NOT to

testify of what was going to come; but be the WITNESS of what was NOW

in Christ!

The Witness In US

Christ as that Witness is IN US, and we now – here in the earth, are to be the

witness of HIM and all that He has done. We do that not by the many words

that we speak, but by The One Life that we NOW live – CHRIST! And we

can only be the Witness of Him as we allow Christ, the faithful Witness to

Live His Life in us.

2 Corinthians 2:14 – “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to

triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in

every place.”

Ephesians 3:10 – “To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers

in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of

God.”

1 Peter 2:9,10 – “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy

nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who

hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past

were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained

mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” We as The Church, His Body, The

Fulness of Him are to be the witness of His mercy and grace in this world. It

is through us that the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of

God!

Holding Forth The Word of Life

How do we do this? By allowing His Work in us, manifesting His Life in us

and through us – not some day when “we all get to heaven”; but NOW –

HERE, in the earth, that we would truly be the Witness of BUT NOW IN

CHRIST!
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Philippians 2:12-16 – “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always observed,

not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your

own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you

both to will and to do of his good pleasure. Do all things without murmurings

and disputings: That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons

of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among

whom ye shine as lights in the world; Holding forth THE WORD OF LIFE;

that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither

laboured in vain.”

May The Lord minister the Truth and Reality of our Salvation in Christ to us

and work it in us NOW, that HE may be glorified in the earth.

Amen
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