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Pt. 1 – Defining The Inheritance

Unsearchable Riches of Christ

We will be searching together the unsearchable riches of Christ. They certainly are

unsearchable to the natural mind, but revealed by His Spirit. 1 Corinthians 2:9 - we hear

so many people today quoting that excerpt from Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church:

“But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the

heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.” And they

quote it as if those things are away off from us, sitting at the end of some religious

rainbow as the pot of gold! But the very next verse says, “ But God hath revealed them

unto us by his Spirit…” That’s not talking about futuristic things at all, but the things

that God hath prepared IN CHRIST JESUS. We’re going to be talking about this, and

we’ll be dealing with the theme of THE INHERITANCE.

Ephesians 3:8,11 – Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given,

that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ…According

to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 11:33 – O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

What God Hath Prepared

We’re going to deal with the REALITY of what God hath prepared. And what He hath

prepared, He hath prepared IN HIS SON – IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD. And in

this introduction we’ll deal with that and look at a lot of scripture in the New Testament

that have in that verse the term “INHERITANCE”. We can’t do that in the verses in the

Old Testament because it would just take too long. When you call them up on a

computer screen there are just page after page after page of them! And there is a very

significant reason for that, because under the Old Covenant the inheritance was the

promise. It was given by promise. And everything of the Old Covenant and in the Old

Covenant was pointing toward the promised inheritance. Consequently there are very

few portions of the Old Testament where you will not find reference to the inheritance.

And some of those books are just full of references to the inheritance: so the question is

– why? Because it was the undergirding promise of the Old Covenant: an inheritance

was promised. So you see that in type and in shadow, in promise and in prophecy.

Throughout the Old Covenant that word is used.
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Ephesians 1:3 – Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath

blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.

Genesis 13:15 – For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed

for ever.

Hebrews 11:17 -By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac; and he that had

received the promises offered up his only begotten son.

Numbers 18:20,21 – And the Lord spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in

their land, neither shalt thou have any part among them: I am thy part and thine

inheritance among the children of Israel. And, behold, I have given the children of Levi

all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which they serve, even the

service of the tabernacle of the congregation.

Deuteronomy 4:38; 10:9 – To drive out nations from before thee greater and mightier

than thou art, to bring thee in, to give thee their land for an inheritance, as it is this

day…Wherefore Levi hath no part nor inheritance with his brethren; the Lord is his

inheritance, according as the Lord thy God promised him.

Joshua 1:6 – Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for

an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

1 Chronicles 16:18 – Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your

inheritance.

Jeremiah 3:18 – In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel,

and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for

an inheritance unto your fathers.

Ezekiel 33:24; 44:28 – Son of man, they that inhabit those wastes of the land of Israel

speak, saying, Abraham was one, and he inherited the land: but we are many; the land

is given us for inheritance…And it shall be unto them for an inheritance: I am their

inheritance: and ye shall give them no possession in Israel: I am their possession.

Partakers of The Inheritance

But that word as such is not used nearly so much in the New Testament, and yet it is in

the New Testament that we come to find the fulfillment of the Inheritance: not another

promise, not another type and shadow of it. But in The New Covenant, in the New

Testament writings, we actually come to be partakers of the inheritance. And so you see



3

the reference to the Inheritance in the New Testament is much different than you’ll find

it to be in the Old Covenant, although the word is the same. So we’ll read the New

Testament scriptures (there are not really that many of them) in which the word

‘INHERITANCE’ is used, and see if you can catch hold of this thought.

Galatians 3:18 – “For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God

gave it to Abraham by promise.” Now remember I said the promise was under The Old

Covenant. The  inheritance was NOT gained by the Law. It was not a part of the Law. It

was given to Abraham by PROMISE. Where is the promise of the inheritance? In the

Old Covenant, and it goes all the way back to Abraham, and he gave it to Abraham by

promise.

Ephesians 1:11 – “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own

will.” Look at Ephesians 1:3, “ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ (in whom

we are chosen); According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the

world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Now verse 11, “ In

whom we have obtained an inheritance… “ This very thing that God gave to Abraham

by promise, this inheritance we have obtained IN CHRIST. And we must understand

there aren’t a half dozen inheritances, and the word is the same wherever it’s used, but it

is fulfilled IN CHRIST. I just want to stir up our hearts now to consider this: IN

WHOM. I want you to see the difference. God gave it to Abraham by promise. Now, “

In whom we have OBTAINED an inheritance, being predestinated according to the

purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”

Ephesians 1:14 – “Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the

purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.” And that word “earnest” is a

terribly poor translation of the word here. You would do well in your Bible to just write

above it the word “certainty”, because in every reference in the King James Version

where “earnest” is used, it is meaning a CERTAINTY. Here it is with reference to

having received The Spirit of God. Now many folks of the more “dispensational” line of

theology use that word and say that one of the Greek references is a word that is ‘a

down payment’; like you would make a down payment on a car or a house. But that is

such a misunderstanding of the term; such a carnal use of the term. We’re talking about

having RECEIVED The Holy Spirit of promise: having received the very Living Spirit

of God! Tell me – He is a down payment… on what? Come on! We have God dwelling

in His people… as a down payment? For what? “… If any man have not the Spirit of

Christ, he is none of his.”(Romans 8:9) Christ dwelling in His Body – as a down

payment – for what? See, it doesn’t make sense when you place it under Biblical

scrutiny. There is something more? There is something MORE than Christ? Something

MORE than God making His habitation in His people? God dwelling in His people:
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Christ dwelling in His Body: The Holy Spirit dwelling in His Temple? For it’s all the

same thing. Down payment – for what? No – it is a certainty, a guarantee; but it’s the

word GUARANTEE, not used as a down payment, but as of a certainty. So in

Ephesians 1:14, “… which is the CERTAINTY of our inheritance until the redemption

(and that word is properly translated “the deliverance”) of the purchased possession,

unto the praise of his glory.”

Ephesians 1:18 – “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened…” And here’s

where Paul is going with all of this. “ … that ye may know what is the hope of his

calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.” That you may

come to comprehend the richness and the glory of the inheritance – not only promised

of God; not only given of God, but here called the inheritance OF God in his saints: that

which He has deposited IN HIS SAINTS, which He claims as His very own inheritance!

This is all in Ephesians 1, and Paul is taking them to this word that ties all of this first

chapter of Ephesians together: this word INHERITANCE. And here’s the intention of

Paul: verse 17, “ That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give

unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him (Christ). Why?

That the eyes of your understanding would be enlightened. That there would be a light

shining in you. Upon what? Giving knowledge of what? Giving illumination of what?

Of the inheritance that is IN YOU; that you would KNOW His inheritance in the saints;

that you would come to understand the riches of it and the glory of it as it is in the

saints.

Ephesians 5:5 – “For this we know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor

covetous man, who is an idolater hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of

God.” No, because His inheritance is in the saints; His inheritance is in Christ, Who is

IN YOU. “Having obtained…” We have OBTAINED an inheritance. Now you can’t

justify saying “In whom we have obtained an inheritance…” (verse 11) and then say

that verse 14 is saying that all we have is a down payment! That doesn’t make sense!

What we have is the guarantee of the inheritance IN US, because it is God dwelling in

you! It is the very Spirit of God dwelling in you! It is Christ dwelling in you!

Colossians 1:12 – “ Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.”

Colossians 3:24 – “ Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the

inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.” What do we get out of serving Him? The

INHERITANCE! He releases to you, shows you, shares with you His inheritance:

knowing that of The Lord.

Hebrews 1:4  - Speaking of Christ: “ Being made so much better than the angels, as he

hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.” Not forgetting that we
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are joint heirs with Him in His inheritance. To say that we have NO inheritance YET is

to say that HE has no inheritance. That doesn’t make sense: that isn’t what the scripture

teaches. And another thing: how can any one say with certainty and believe that we are

joint heirs with Him (Romans 8:17 says “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and

joint-heirs with Christ…”) and in the same sentence say that we have NO inheritance?

Joint heirs of what? Joint heirs WITH Him in that which IS HIS! It is the inheritance

that is IN the saints: the inheritance that is ours IN Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 9:15 – Speaking of Christ: “And for this cause he is the mediator of the new

testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were

under the first (the old) testament, they which are called might receive the promise of

eternal inheritance.” If you look at this in the original text this verse does NOT say that

they which are called (you and I are called – in Him) might receive the PROMISE about

or concerning an eternal inheritance. The object of the verse is NOT promise but

inheritance, “That they who are called might receive the eternal inheritance which was

promised.” Now in the ninth chapter of Hebrews is where the writer is saying that this

Tabernacle that had the veil in it had to be done away. Verse 8, “ The Holy Ghost this

signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the

first tabernacle was yet standing.” Then verse 11 says, “ But Christ being come an high

priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with

hands, that is to say, not of this building.” He’s bringing us from the Old Covenant to

the New Covenant REALITY, so he’s saying for this cause He is the mediator of the

New Covenant. He’s saying that Christ DIED for this cause.

This is said in Galatians 4:4,5, “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent

forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under

the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” He died that those who were under

the Law might receive redemption, or that they might receive what was promised to

them. But His death was necessary. So – for this cause – that by means of DEATH – for

the redemption of the transgressions that were under the Old Covenant He came.

Making way for what? Making way for those who were the called: for those who were

called out: for those who come to Him; for those who receive Christ as their very Life –

that they might receive the promised – that INHERITANCE that was a promise – and is

now come in Christ; that we might receive the eternal inheritance. This verse is NOT

teaching that what we receive is a promise of it, or a promise about it; but that

inheritance which like redemption was given by promise. The promise was contingent

upon the coming of CHRIST: upon the death, burial and resurrection of The Lord

Jesus Christ. Galatians 3:19 says, “ Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added

because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made…”

He came so that by means of DEATH He might make way; make possible the receiving

of all of that which was set forth in promise!
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Hebrews 11:8 – “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he

should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, now knowing whither

he went.”

1 Peter 1:4 – “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,

reserved in heaven for you.” Now there’s nothing in this verse, or in a true

understanding of this verse (which is the same as in Hebrews 9:11 and 24) that says it is

kept FROM you. It is reserved NOT from you, NOT away from you: but the intent of

Peter here in his explaining this is that the inheritance is not carnal, not temporal: it can

not be stolen. It is SECURE for you in the heavens. It is secure for you in that it is

eternal and not earthly. It can not fade away; it can not pass away. He isn’t saying that it

is set up somewhere hidden until some undisclosed future time. No, there’s nothing in

these verses that teach that. And as I’ve said, if that was so you could not read

Ephesians 1:11, “ In whom we have obtained an inheritance…” with this verse if it is

saying we have not yet obtained it. And it’s a shame that so many of the words that have

been translated from the original languages are so misunderstood by so many today as

to their original thought. For instance the word “reserved”. We think that’s something

set up and put away somewhere for us. But we don’t understand that is something that is

secured and kept. Here’s a carnal example. Most all of us have checking accounts, and

that means you have some money in the bank. Well, it is there in RESERVE. It doesn’t

mean that it is not yours: it doesn’t mean that you can’t draw upon it at any time. It

simply means that it is protected from those who would steal it from you. And Peter is

saying here this is incorruptible: it can not be taken away or pass away. It is eternal, it is

sure, it is reserved. Your inheritance can NOT be stolen! Your inheritance is IN

CHRIST JESUS!

The Firstborn

So these are all the scriptures in the New Testament that have that particular word

“INHERITANCE”. That’s not all the scriptures with reference to inheritance, but these

are the scriptures that have the very word “inheritance” in them. But now let’s look at

some scriptures with regard to THE FIRSTBORN, because we are going to find that

the inheritance belongs to The Firstborn. And I want us to see then, that if the

inheritance belongs to The Firstborn, how is the inheritance ours? How can we be heirs

of God if the inheritance belongs to The Firstborn?

Romans 8:17 – And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if

so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
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Inheritance Belongs to The Firstborn

We want to look at that. Exodus 4:22 says, “ And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus

saith the Lord, Israel is my son, even my firstborn.” What is the difference between just

being a son and being firstborn son? Well, there’s a great deal of difference. And the

difference is not just the inheritance, but the fact is the inheritance belongs to The

Firstborn. The difference between a son and a firstborn son is an extreme difference,

and that’s where you and I really come into the picture. This goes on in Exodus 13:2, “

Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of

Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine.” Exodus 34:20, “But the firstling of an ass

thou shalt redeem with a lamb: and if thou redeem him not, then shalt thou break his

neck. All the firstborn of thy sons thou shalt redeem. And none shall appear before me

empty.”  How can you redeem the firstling of an ass? You redeem him with a lamb.

What a message that has in it to us! Numbers 3:13, “ Because all the firstborn are mine;

for on the day that I smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto me all

the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast: mine shall they be: I am the Lord.” And I

want to point out this word “all” used here in these scriptures: ALL the firstborn. The

word “all” is used here because it stands for the whole of: it stands for ONE. For

instance, never in the scripture will you find firstbornS (plural).

One

So what I’m telling you is every firstborn of every animal in Egypt, every firstborn of

every person in Israel was considered as pointing toward, and a type and a shadow of

ONE firstborn. Paul says the same thing in Galatians 3:16, “ Now to Abraham and his

seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, and

to thy seed, which is Christ.” It’s the same thing with firstborn: with “all the firstborn”,

the “all” there simply means the whole. It does not mean each as many; but it means all

as being ONE. And so there were regulations because if you had fifteen families, and

each family had a firstborn son, there aren’t regulations for each of those firstborns.

They are all seen as A FIRSTBORN, because they are all pointing toward what which

CHRIST finally comes to fulfil. And it is at that point that you and I, as joint heirs are

brought in with Him. So there’s never been a bunch of firstborns: there’s always, even

in type and shadow – all the firstborn are ONE. It’s the firstborn of ALL the children.

Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn; number all the firstborn. It’s always

prefaced with the word “all” which means the whole of. Why? Because God sees “all”

as ONE.

Number 3:40,41,45 – And the Lord said unto Moses, Number all the firstborn of the

males of the children of Israel from a month old and upward, and take the number of

their names. And thou shalt take the Levites for me (I am the Lord) instead of all the
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firstborn among the children of Israel; and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the

firstlings among the cattle of the children of Israel…Take the Levites instead of all the

firstborn among the children of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of their

cattle; and the Levites shall be mine: I am the Lord.

Number 8:16-18 – For they (the Levites) are wholly given unto me from among the

children of Israel; instead of such as open every womb, even instead of the firstborn of

all the children of Israel, have I taken them unto me. For all the firstborn of the children

of Israel are mine, both man and beast: on the day that I smote every firstborn in the

land of Egypt I sanctified them for myself. And I have taken the Levites for all the

firstborn of the children of Israel.

Israel – A Type

When He made that statement in Exodus 4:22 to Moses, “ … Israel is my Son, even my

firstborn”; to whom do you think God was looking when He said that except THE SON

HIMSELF? Because we know that Israel was but a type and a shadow of Him in the

earth. Israel was but a representative people in the earth. The Tabernacle was but a

representation in the earth; a type, a shadow. But when God said Israel is My Son, He

was identifying the TRUE Prince of God, the True Israel. ISRAEL IS MY SON… but

not just My Son: even My FIRSTBORN.  And I’m just going to say this here: how was

Christ firstborn? How was He the firstborn Son?

How Was Jesus Declared Firstborn?

Certainly NOT because He was born of a virgin! No where in the scripture did God

declare Him at that Bethlehem birth as being “firstborn among many brethren”. No,

many things were said of Him, but “firstborn” was not one of them. When was He

declared “firstborn”? Psalm 2:7, “ I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me,

Thou art my son; this day have I begotten thee.” He’s firstborn from among the dead!

He was declared firstborn in the resurrection! The firstborn comes out from among the

dead. How was Israel – in type and shadow in Exodus 12: what did it take for Israel to

fulfil the type and shadow? God said tell Pharaoh “Israel is my son, even my firstborn.”

(Exodus 4:22) Now we know He was looking to Christ, but here Israel is a genuine

replica of that, a genuine representation of that. But how? When did Israel, in type

become the firstborn? Take a lamb – slay the lamb. Yes, put his blood upon the door.

Every Israeli family had to do that: the head of every household had to do that. THEY

had to take the lamb; THEY had to kill the lamb; THEY had to put their hands on the

lamb; THEY had to put the blood of the lamb on THEIR door of THEIR house; and

THEY had to enter in through that door. HIS DEATH. They had to become partakers
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with Him in HIS death; THE DEATH OF THE LAMB! They had to sit down in the

house and eat ALL of the flesh. They could not go out of the house that night!

Acts 13:33 – God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up

Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I

begotten thee.

Colossians 1:18 – And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Exodus 12:3,6-8 – Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day

of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their

father, a lamb for a house… And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same

month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.

And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper

door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh in that

night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread: and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.

1 Peter 1:18-21- Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible

things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your

fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without

spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest

in these last times for you. Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the

dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.

Firstborn Comes Out From Among The Dead

But in the morning… of the first day of their life – in type of the resurrection, they were

delivered! They were redeemed by the blood of the lamb! How did they come out of

Egypt – in type and shadow? In the resurrection: the firstborn comes out from among

the dead. What was taking place that night? Death was taking place that night! Death –

death! They were redeemed OUT from among the dead! They were delivered out from

among the dead. They were delivered FROM death BY death. They were redeemed

FROM death BY death; but the redeeming death was the death of The Lamb! That’s the

death they had to become partakers of in order to be called ‘the firstborn of God’. And

to them was promised THE INHERITANCE. But that inheritance was to come to be

theirs IN CHRIST. “He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many

as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that

believe on his name.” (John 1:11,12) There’s the INHERITANCE! It’s IN HIM!
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Exodus 12:29,30 – And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn

in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the

firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. And

Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there

was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.

Hebrews 2:14,15 – Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he

also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that

had the power of death, that is the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death

were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

Colossians 1:13 – Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath

translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.

The Door

But now let’s consider the nature of the inheritance. And from the scriptures we’ve

looked at, we have to understand the nature of the inheritance as being spiritual, as

being eternal: not temporal, not carnal; but SPIRITUAL and ETERNAL. We can

diagram this as a square before the Cross: THE DEAD.

And “the dead” in that square is where we have at one time or another all been.

Ephesians 2:1-3,12, “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins:

Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of

disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts

of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the

children of wrath, even as others…That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens

from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having

THE

DOOR

IN CHRIST

DEAD TO SIN.

HAVING NO

LIFE BUT

CHRIST

THE

DEAD

DEAD IN SIN
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no hope, and without God in the world.” We were among the dead; and having no hope

in this world, or anywhere else. And from that death we were delivered BY DEATH.

This is The Door: Christ provided Himself a Door. But The Door that He provided was

His own death, so we are still delivered FROM death BY death. Yes – coming to

receive His death as our own. Now there’s no doubt here that we are dead IN sin; but we

want to become dead TO sin. And Christ died TO sin: His death is TO sin. Romans

6:10,11, “ For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto

God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God

(how? through Him!) through Jesus Christ our Lord.” First there is becoming dead to

sin. See, sometimes we think we just jump over this being “dead in sin” over into Life.

No – no more than Israel just jumped right out of Egypt over into Canaan. No, they

come by way of The Door. You and I come by way of The Door: We become dead to

dead: dead to me, dead to you, dead to sin, dead to self – dead TO sin. That’s The Door

we have to enter through.

Romans 6:2,3 – God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into

his death?

Galatians 6:14 – But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus

Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.

John 10:7,9 – Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily I say unto you, I am the

door of the sheep… I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and

shall go in and out, and find pasture.

Leaving The Dead

The problem with most believers is that they certainly want Salvation: but they want to

bring all of this luggage with them! No – you have to leave all that where it is! And our

own life also, because our own life consists of being dead in sin. So we come by way of

The Door; by way of His death. Not only that, but His burial, raised up from among the

dead. Romans 6:3,4, “ Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus

Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into

death: that like as Christ was raised up from (among) the dead by the glory of the

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Yes, having come to Christ

through The Cross, by His death: having been virtually by the Spirit of God baptized

into the very death of Christ, buried with Him.

Genesis 12:1 – Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and

from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee.
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One Man

Then Paul says in Ephesians 2:5; having come by that way, “Even when we were dead

in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised

us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Raised –

THE RESURRECTION! Quickened – yes, by Life that is in you! Life Quickening

Spirit! Life – quickened together as One Body. You were one body before The Cross.

You were DEAD! It always amazes me that people who are not in Christ: people who

don’t have Christ as their Life seem to think that they are individuals. No, you’re just

one man dead in sin. You’ve just got this brain tumor thinking you are individuals. Not

really; you’re part of the ALL who are dead in sin. But by The Cross you are part of the

ALL who are alive in Christ. But it’s still just ONE MAN: still just ONE BODY. But

you are passed from death unto Life, but you have done that BY death. That’s the

mystery of it: how you come from death unto Life is by becoming dead to death: dead to

sin, and alive unto God. And the agent there is CHRIST HIMSELF, because our union

is with Him both in His death and in His resurrection.

1 Corinthians 15:45,22 – And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living

soul: the last Adam was made a quickening spirit…For as in Adam all die, even so in

Christ shall all be made alive.

John 5:24 – Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on

him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is

passed from death unto life.

Hebrews 2:14 – Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he

also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that

had the power of death, that is, the devil.

Romans 6:11 – Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive

unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Nature of The Inheritance

So Paul sees that mystery and begins to declare it to the Church: quickened together…

raised together… seated together in heavenly places IN CHRIST. Now, where then do

you think we should look for our inheritance? IN HEAVENLY PLACES – IN

CHRIST! Not in earth, not on earth. It is certainly to be made manifest on earth

because the inheritance we are talking about, the real inheritance is to be shared. First

Christ sharing it with all His Body (the ALL who are One), and that Body ministers out

from that inheritance, sharing that inheritance with all who would come. We who had
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nothing – coming to have ALL! Therefore, sharing with those who have nothing. It’s

the inheritance. The nature of the inheritance then by virtue of the Redemption is

HEAVENLY. The nature of the inheritance is ETERNAL. The nature of the inheritance

is SPIRITUAL. The inheritance is IN CHRIST. Now I thought you said it was in the

saints? The saints are IN CHRIST! We should consider here the supremacy of The Lord

Jesus Christ

Colossians 3:1-3 – If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,

where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on

things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life, is hid with Christ in God.

1 John 1:3,4 – That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also

may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his

Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.

Colossians 1:19 – “For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell." Then

why look anywhere else?

 Colossians 2:9,10 – “ For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye

are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.”

From The Sublime to The Ridiculous

Now the thought revolving around Inheritance is the driving force of Christianity today,

particularly carnal religion. And the thinking is: what do I get out of this? That’s the

thought behind most people in their serving The Lord: what do I get out of this? That’s

the theme of most sermons that are preached over most pulpits. And that’s why we have

such ridiculous definitions of “heaven”. We say everybody is going to have a mansion

there. It seems to make no difference that the scriptures in John 14-17 are declaring that

YE are the mansion of God: that YE are the abode, the dwelling place of God! It’s a

poor translation in the King James Version. So we say what you’re going to get out of it

is “heavenly real estate”. And we take that from the sublime to the ridiculous! Most

Pentecostals particularly are too “spiritual” to say they are in it for the big mansion, so

they say it’s all right if I just get a cabin in the corner of “Glory land”. See how it goes

from the sublime to the ridiculous? And we think by that we are humble! Real estate in

heaven – described as “our inheritance.” This is the reason we serve God. We say I’ve

always lived on the south side of the railroad tracks, but bless God, in heaven I’m gonna

have a door knob made out of pearls, and I’m going to walk on streets of gold! And

about this time the whole church is doing a ‘Jericho march’! They’ve already left the

building and they are going through the neighborhood!
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John 14:2,23 – In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have

told you. I go to prepare a place for you…Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man

love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto

him, and make our abode with him.

A Carnal Understanding

And that’s the truth; no matter what those terms really Biblically are describing. No, our

mind set is: what do I get out of this? I’m poor and miserable down here. No matter that

the scriptures say that ‘Ye are the Tabernacle of The Most High God.’ No, I’m just poor

and miserable, but… one day… See, I’m not trying to be ugly; I’m just trying to get our

hearts stirred up. There is nothing in the scripture, either in the promise or the

fulfillment that is indicating these are material things: carnal or temporal things. This

inheritance fadeth not away. Now gold fades away, whether it’s on the earth or in the

sky somewhere. It’s corruptible, and people can steal it. No. Others who are more

spiritual say, ‘I get eternal Life. I will never die. I will rule and reign. I…. Me… That is

the thought behind most people’s understanding. But you see, all of that is really met

and taken care of at The Cross if we would ever come there truly in judgment, and come

there in our hearts. Because the “I factor” NEVER makes it through The Door!

2 Corinthians 6:16 – And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are

the temple of the living God: as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk in them;

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

2 Corinthians 4:18 – While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things

which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are

not seen are eternal.

1 Peter 1:4 – To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,

reserved in heaven for you.

Galatians 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ

liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Killing The Lamb

It’s met head on by The Blood of The Lamb! That’s why the Israelites had to

themselves kill the lamb. And in killing that lamb, they killed their own firstborn. All

the firstborn in Egypt died that night! It’s just that the firstborn of Israel died in the
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lamb. Yes, here we come, we come to that Door, and the “I” is dealt with. So the reward

is not in the mind of that person, that believer who has truly come in the comprehension

of The Cross: that inheritance can not be “I” shall live forever, because we are

comprehending it is “…not I, but Christ liveth in me…”(Galatians 2:20) It is CHRIST

who liveth: HE now lives!

Exodus 12:6,30 – And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month:

and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening…And

Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there

was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.

Promise, Inheritance, Seed

But now, where did the scriptural idea of inheritance begin? Well it began with

Abraham. The promise and the inheritance began with Abraham. There’s nothing said

of it to Adam, but with Abraham this was the issue. And God raised the issue Himself.

Genesis chapters 12 through 17 tells us this, though the story goes on through chapter

21 with Abraham and Isaac. But the words that we see here in the scripture are

PROMISE, The INHERITANCE, The SEED. And those three are bound together,

because the promise of the inheritance belongs to The Seed. We want to take time with

this, because we say that we understand the nature of the inheritance is spiritual; but we

think we have gotten hold of that and we turn right around and manifest all these

materialistic ideas, and have all these materialistic motivations. Do you know why Israel

as a nation rejected their Messiah, their Prince, their King, and their High Priest?

Because of their materialistic interpretation of the Law! During the four hundred years

that there had been no prophets “banging them over the head” with the Truth, they

developed the religion called Judaism. Jesus said it is just the tradition of your fathers,

and has made the word of God, even the word of Moses, the Torah, of totally no effect!

Because the Law was given as a schoolmaster until Christ should come!

John 1:11 – He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

John 5:39,40 – Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they

are they which testify of me. and ye will not come to me that ye might have life.

Matthew 15:3,6 – But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the

commandment of God by your tradition?…And honour not his father or his mother, he

shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your

tradition.
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Mark 7:8,9,13 – For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of

men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. And he

said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own

tradition… Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye

have delivered: and many such like things do ye.

1 Peter 1:18 – Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible

things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your

fathers.

Galatians 3:23,24 – But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the

faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to

bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

Materialistic Religion

Well, they had left that and created their own religion: the concept of which was totally

materialistic. They wanted a Messiah that would come back and deal with all the

Romans, defeat the Empire of Rome, and set up a material Kingdom called “Israel”

again. And Jesus said I have no intention of doing that: MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF

THIS WORLD. And that’s when they rejected Him as their King. My Kingdom is not

of this world. He looked at them and said you are from beneath, but I am from above.

And that’s when they rejected Him as their High Priest. And this was all because they

were materialistic minded. They didn’t want TO BE the city of God: they wanted their

own city! They didn’t want TO BE the Temple of The Most High: they wanted their

traditional materialistic Temple.  And how much that is like Christianity today! You can

tell believers today ‘You are the Temple of the Most High God’ and they aren’t going to

go out and do a “Jericho march” around the block. But you’ll get them up and shouting

over something called “The Gold Street”! But declare to them that they themselves are

the House of God, and they say … well… okay. It means nothing – and it should mean

everything! God… tabernacling in His people? Christ dwelling in His Body? My Lord!

But you see the concept with regard to the inheritance is the same.

Acts 1:6 – When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord,

wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

John 19:36 – Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of

this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but

now is my kingdom not from hence.



17

John 8:23,59 – And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of

this world; I am not of this world… Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus

hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed

by.

Hebrews 8:1 – Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such

an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the majesty in the heavens.

John 2:19,20 – Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three

days I will raise it up. Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in

building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?

2 Corinthians 6:16 – And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are

the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Revelation 21:3 – And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the

tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his

people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

Colossians 1:27 – To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of

this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

The Promise of God – Blessing – Seed

But I just want to look at a few verses in Genesis 12. Verse 1, “ Now the Lord had said

unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s

house, unto a land that I will shew thee.” The word “shew” here is the Hebrew word

“raah”, and it can be legitimately translated as “that I will reveal to you; that I will open

your eyes and cause you to see.” “And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will

bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them

that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the

earth be blessed.” Now I want us to consider this. The promise of God is true. What

would be his true greatness? ‘I’m going to make you a blessing. In you all the families

of the earth shall be blessed.’ See, in carnal Christianity today it’s not about blessing all

nations: it’s about blessing the earth. It’s about getting all the blessings YOU can get a

hold of! It’s about going to heaven and letting everybody else burn in hell. That’s the

idea today; that’s the motivation. But that’s not the concept in which God gave the

promise. He said ‘Abraham, here is your greatness. You are going to bless all nations.

Here is your greatness: In thee all the nations are going to be blessed.’ But where was

that greatness? Was it in Abraham, or was it in Abraham’s SEED? Where was the
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blessing? It was promised to Abraham, but where was it? Was it in Abraham? By

himself was he going to do it? No – you’re going to find that the greatness was in the

SEED, and the inheritance was bound up with the increase of that SEED.

The Blessing To All Nations

Ephesians 1:3, “ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath

blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” But there’s

something we need to see with regard to the true nature of the inheritance, and I really

want us to see that. I want us to truly see this because this blessing, that inheritance is to

flow OUT FROM The House of God: it is to flow out from The Seed of God. Bound up

with your inheritance is the blessing of all nations! Not to get as much as you can: not to

get a big house. No, that’s not what it’s all about. That isn’t what it was about to

Abraham. And it’s not what the reality of Christ is about. So we’ll be dealing with the

INHERITANCE, and we’ve looked at the word and the nature. So let us get our eyes

off of the temporal, off of the tangible, and let us begin to turn our hearts to consider

THE ETERNAL, the Spiritual, because that’s the true nature of the inheritance.

Ezekiel 47:1,8,9 – Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house; and,

behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the

forefront of the house stood toward the east, and the waters came down from under the

right side of the house, at the south side of the altar… Then said he unto me, These

waters issue out toward the east country, and go down into the desert, and go into the

sea: which being brought forth into the sea the waters shall be healed. And it shall come

to pass, that everything that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come,

shall live: and there shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters shall

come thither: for they shall be healed, and every thing shall live whither the river

cometh.

Genesis 13:14,15 – And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from

him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and

southward, and eastward, and westward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee will

I give it, and to thy seed for ever.
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Pt. 2 – Nature of The Inheritance

Inheritance Belongs to The Firstborn

We are dealing with the nature of the inheritance. We need to settle in our hearts

something concerning the nature of our inheritance. It is NOT carnal, it is NOT

materialistic, it is NOT corruptible. It is Eternal, it is Spiritual in its nature, in its

character because our inheritance is in Christ Jesus. In our last lesson we looked at

every verse in the New Testament that has the word “inheritance” in it. Then we looked

at Exodus 4:22, “ And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my

son, even my firstborn.” And we will look at that since the inheritance belongs to the

FIRSTBORN. And this is so essential to what I want us to see. And I want you and I to

see our relationship to the Firstborn. I want us to understand how it is that God can ever

accept us. I want us to come to understand how we actually stand in the view of the

Father: how the Father views us. It may be an altogether other view than we have of

ourselves which may account for so many of our “problems”. It seems that so many

times we are at cross-purposes with God.

Romans 8:28 – And we know that all things work together for good to them that love

God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

Ephesians 1:6,11 – To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us

accepted in the beloved…In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being

predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel

of his own will.

God’s View of Us

Have you ever seen children that are just at cross-purposes with their parents? I suppose

every child gets that way from time to time, but I’ve seen children that it’s almost a way

of life to be at cross-purposes with their parents, and I’m talking about pretty young

children: not having ‘the parent’s view’. God views you and me in a certain way, and I

want you to understand why He has that right. It’s all locked up in this FIRSTBORN.

It’s not enough for us to say He has a right just because He’s God. No, you’ve got to

explain it a little more than that to me. That’s like He just exercises His ownership. And

I think a lot of kids think that about their parents: ‘Well, you just think you own me.’

That’s not the true heart of a parent. A parent has expectation; a parent has purpose; a

parent sees that child before that child is born. A parent has a view that dictates them in

relation to that child. And it sure helps when that child comes into that same view.
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Unfortunately in the natural that doesn’t always happen, and more unfortunately in the

Spiritual I think it happens less than that.

1 Corinthians 13:11,12 – When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child,

I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things…but then

shall I know even as also I am known.

Inheritance Fulfilled

With regard to inheritance, we’ve said that most of us think “What is it I can get out of

this? What’s in it for me? Why should I come to this church? What’s in it for me?” And

that seems to be the driving force behind modern Christianity, the carnal Christian

religion. Pastors have to come into the pulpit every week and convince everybody out

there that it’s worthwhile to serve God! And convincing them that somewhere down the

line you’re going to have a ‘mansion in glory’. And sadly, the idea of inheritance to

most people is extremely carnal by nature: it’s material by nature. But the TRUE

inheritance that is promised in the Old Testament and fulfilled in the New is NOT that.

And it is fulfilled in the New: it is NOT just set out before us somewhere kind of like a

carrot on the end of a stick so that you will just keep on running… until finally you fall

down and die of exhaustion! That’s not the way it is. No, it is fulfilled in The New

Covenant. The New Covenant is IN CHRIST JESUS.

2 Corinthians 1:20 – For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto

the glory of God by us.

Covenant – Understanding

So what the Old promised, we find fulfilled in the New, because The New Covenant is

NOT just a writing as on stone. The New Covenant is The Living Word of God. It is a

Covenant that is revealed of God inwardly. Jeremiah voices that in Jeremiah 31:31-33, “

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of

Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with

their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of

Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the

Lord. But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those

days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts;

and will be their God, and they shall be my people.” And we come to understand that

The Living Word is CHRIST IN US, and that He is revealed IN US. And it is in the

revealing of The Living Word that we come to understand the Covenant, because

“Covenant” implies an understanding. Where there is not an understanding there is not a
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covenant. Even under the Old Covenant there had to be an understanding. When you

line somebody up and say this is what I want you to do, and this is what I don’t want

you to do, and I want you to understand this, because if you do what you’re not

supposed to do… you die! Well, UNDERSTANDING comes into the picture. Maybe

the only thing you understand is I’m going to get stoned if I do this or don’t do this but

you do have an understanding. Even under the Old Covenant there had to be an

understanding. The thing was read to them day in and day out, rehearsed in their ears –

they had an understanding. And even that … they broke!

2 Corinthians 3:6 – Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of

the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

John 1:14 – And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

Colossians 1:27 – To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of

this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Galatians 1:15,16 – But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s

womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood.

Ephesians 3:3,4 – How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I

wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in

the mystery of Christ)

Leviticus 20:2,27; 24:14,16 – Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel, Whosoever

he be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any

of his seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the people of the land shall

stone him with stones…A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a

wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall

be upon them…Bring him forth that hath cursed without the camp; and let all that heard

him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone him…And he that

blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he shall surely be put to death, and all the

congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the

land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord shall be put to death.

Nehemiah 8:8,18 – So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the

sense, and caused them to understand the reading…Also day by day, from the first day

unto the last day, he read in the book of the law of God. And they kept the feast seven

days; and on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, according unto the manner.
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Acts 13:27 – For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him

not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have

fulfilled them in condemning him.

New Covenant – New Nature

It’s unimaginable! Even that they broke! But the New Covenant, He says is not so. ‘I’m

not going to write something down and hand it to you. No – The New Covenant will be

IN YOU! It will not try to conform “your” nature: it is of a NEW nature. It is the

forming of Christ in you! But my point here is that the inheritance that was promised

under the Old is fulfilled in the New. We may not have laid hold upon it, but it is

fulfilled nonetheless. And there’s the shame of it: that inheritance being fulfilled, and so

few being partakers thereof. So where did this promise and inheritance come about?

When did that start?

Hebrews 8:8-10 – For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the

Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of

Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I

took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not

in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord, For this is the covenant that I

will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws

into their mind, and write them in their hearts; and I will be to them a God, and they

shall be to me a people.

Galatians 4:19 – My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be

formed in you.

Not Violating Covenant

We’re going to look at The Inheritance of The Firstborn: why the inheritance belongs to

the firstborn, and why it is necessary that there be a firstborn so that you and I can see

what God’s view of us is. At least we can understand that this is His view: that this is

how God sees us. Whether we at that time see things in the same way, at least we

understand this is how God sees us and this is what His heart is all about. I want us to

see this, and for those who have a heart to know Him, I think it will enable us to come

into His view, and spend less time at cross-purposes with the Lord. That is, me wanting

one thing, and He only interested in an altogether other thing: we spending all of our

prayers ‘bombarding heaven’ as it were, trying to get God to do what God has NO

intention of ever doing, because it would violate His Covenant and the way He looks at

us.
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But most don’t know that. Most don’t know the Covenant; most don’t know how He

sees us, so they are just asking according to OUR desires, OUR flesh, OUR

understanding.

John 14:13,14; 15:7,16 – And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that

the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do

it…If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall

be done unto you…Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you,

that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that

whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

James 4:2,3 – Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye

fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye

ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

1 John 5:14 – And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing

according to his will, he heareth us.

Coming to Know The Covenant

That’s not a condemning statement; that’s just the way most do it. But if it’s the right

way, why are so many so often at cross-purposes with God and with The Spirit of God?

We just kind of bulldog through it, and then it just kind of blows up and falls apart.

Well, could it possibly be that the Covenant is NOT really revealed in us? The Word is

there: The Living Word is there, but we have not really by Him come to understand our

relationship in this whole situation. We know God sees us in The Son, but HOW does

He see us? What is the nature of things? What manner does He see us: what is it that He

sees when He sees us in The Son? Paul says this over and over. 1 Corinthians 13:12, “

…but then shall I know even as also I am known.” Coming to comprehend and lay hold

upon that for which we are laid hold upon of God: Philippians 3:12, “ Not as though I

had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may

apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 4:15, “

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head,

even Christ.” Paul says this over and over again, and emphasizes the necessity of this.

Because we ARE Covenant people, it is necessary that you UNDERSTAND the

Covenant. It is necessary that this be revealed in you, and that your mind comes to be

renewed by that New and Living Covenant, because it is not like the first one where He

took them by the hand and led them as you would lead a little child. No, this one is God

dwelling IN You, and God speaking IN YOU through the revealing of His Son.
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The Living Word is In You

And this one is not a Covenant telling you how to do this better or making YOU better.

No, this one is not that at all. This one is imparting a new character: imparting a new

nature. This is a transformation of your soul, not just a training of the brain. We talk

about Christ being revealed, and people ask why do you do that? And my answer is, that

other than it being the center and theme of the whole Bible, I do that because the Christ

that is IN YOU is The Living Word of God. That implies you must KNOW Him. “The

Word” implies coming to know, coming to learn, coming to hear The Word, because He

is The Living Word in you. That’s why HE must be revealed. Basically that’s it: He is

The Living Word, He is The Son. Yes He is, but The Son is The Living Word; He is

The Word of The Covenant; He is truly THE WORD of wisdom, THE WORD of

knowledge, THE WORD of understanding. Ultimately He is: HE is the ultimate Gift of

the Spirit. I know in “Pentecost” we’ve experienced gifts like A word of wisdom, but

I’m telling you HE is THE WORD of wisdom; A word of knowledge, but I’m telling

you He is THE WORD of knowledge. I’m telling you that HE is THE Spirit of

Prophecy, and that HE is the more sure word of prophecy! It’s Christ: it’s HIM. You

and I must come to know HIM.

Romans 12:2 – And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and

perfect, will of God.

Colossians 3:10 – And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after

the image of him that created him.

Philippians 3:10 – That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the

fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.

1 John 1:1,2 – That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have

seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the

Word of life: (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and

shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)

1 Corinthians 12:1,4,8 – Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you

ignorant… Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit… for to one is given by

the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit.

Revelation 19:10 – And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou

do it not: I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus:

worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.
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2 Peter 1:19 – We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that

ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the

day star arise in your hearts.

Knowing Him

We must come to know HIM. Why? Because knowing Him transforms the soul.

Knowing Him brings us from the corruptible to the incorruptible: from the material to

the eternal – in our heart, in our soul. It changes our whole soul’s character. Yes it really

does. And I don’t mean reform: I mean it changes, transforms. Transformation: that is

the power of The Living Word if He is revealed in you. So let us turn our hearts to know

HIM.

Colossians 1:28,29 – (Christ) Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every

man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I

also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.

Philippians 2:13 – For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good

pleasure.

Not Waiting on God’s Promise

So now this business of THE INHERITANCE. The promise began with Abraham.

Genesis 12:1,2, “ Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and

from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I

will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and

thou shalt be a blessing.” Notice “I will make of thee…” It isn’t that Abraham is going

to build a great nation. No, when Abraham tried to build a “great nation” do you know

what happened? He produced Ishmael! And this was because Abraham tried to build a

great nation and he tried to “be” the blessing. Abraham tried to “do” the promise of

God. Abraham produced Ishmael, and he produced him by NOT waiting on God’s

promise. God said I’ll give you a son, and Abraham said you need to get on the ball

here: I’m old!

Genesis 16:1,3,4 – Now Sarai Abraham’s wife bare him no children: and she had an

handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold

now, the Lord hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may

be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.
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Genesis 12:7; 15:2,3; 17:17 – And the Lord appeared unto Abram and said, Unto thy

seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord who appeared

unto him…And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless,

and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said, Behold, to

me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir…Then Abraham

fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him

that is an hundred years old? And shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?

God Will – Not You

See the whole point here in Genesis is 12 is “ I will… I will make… I will bless…” This

is THE WORK OF GOD – from beginning to end! Sure, relating these things to

Abraham and using Abraham in the way that He did, but all the time God is looking far

beyond Abraham at HIS SON! Sure, Jesus stands and looks at the Jews and they say are

You greater than our father Abraham? And He said, Your father Abraham rejoiced to

see my day, and he saw it! And let me tell you something else: before Abraham was – I

AM! See, there was NOTHING that Abraham needed to do except just obey The Lord!

Folks, you and I don’t produce Christ! No – we just need to know Him: to turn our

hearts to Him: to allow The Spirit of God to reveal Him in us. You don’t produce Him!

Genesis 12:2,3, “ And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make

thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and

curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. What a

tremendous promise with regard to a tremendous inheritance!

John 8:53,56-58  - Art thou greater than our father, Abraham which is dead? and the

prophets are dead: whom maketh thou thyself?…Your father Abraham rejoiced to see

my day: and he saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty

years old, and hath thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto

you, Before Abraham was, I am.

John 15:4,5 – Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except

it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the

branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for

without me ye can do nothing.

Christ is Our Greatness

Tremendous greatness was bound up with this, “I will make of thee a great nation.”

Tremendous blessing was bound up with this promise and this inheritance. But what

would be his true greatness? What would be the true greatness of Abraham? Certainly
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not deciding to have his own child! Certainly not deciding to take a detour and go down

into Egypt so he would lie and cheat! After all of that he had to come back to the same

altar he started with and start all over again! See, Abraham wasn’t righteous: the

righteousness of God was accounted unto him. The righteousness of God is always

CHRIST. And what happened with Abraham was that he believed the promise, and it

was accounted unto him for righteousness. You and I have the reality of Christ, not the

promise, but the very Person.  “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made

unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” (1 Corinthians

1:30) Do you know that other than in union with Him we have absolutely NOTHING!

And that we have NO Salvation that is aside from HIM. Do you know that He is not

only our Saviour, He is our Salvation! We must understand He is not only our

Redeemer, but He is The Redemption itself! It can only be realized IN HIM!

Genesis 12:10,12,13 – And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into

Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land… Therefore it shall

come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and

they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it

may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee.

Genesis 13:1,4 – And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had,

and Lot with him, into the south…Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there

at the first: and there Abram called on the name of the Lord.

Galatians 3:6 – Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for

righteousness.

The Greatness of The Inheritance

Oh hallelujah! Our whole Salvation is bound up with a PERSON whose Body we are!

With a Person Who lives in us! With a Person Who is our very Life! My Lord! This

isn’t something He has given apart from Himself. No, no; He has received us unto

Himself, and we’re going to find that He does that of course by THE CROSS. Yes, we

saw that with the firstborn. The firstborn is out from among the dead. But back to

Abraham: what would be his true greatness? Well, “ In thee shall all the families of the

earth be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3) The true greatness of the inheritance is that others

would be blessed. The true greatness of the inheritance is not how much you can GET,

but how much you can GIVE! And that’s totally different than the carnal concept of

inheritance.

Ephesians 1:22,23 – And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head

over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.



28

John 14:20 – At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in

you.

Galatians 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ

liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Colossians 1:18 – And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Revelation 1:5 – And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first

begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us,

and washed us from our sins in his own blood.

Life/Abundant Life

We did a series once on Life and Abundant Life; and I came to realize that LIFE IS

CHRIST IN YOU: Life is CHRIST. Abundant Life is not something other than Christ.

But in the Bible in John 10:10, when Jesus says, “ … I am come that they might have

life, and that they might have it more abundantly” there is a distinction between “life”

and “abundant life”. Not that one is different from the other, but there’s a distinction.

Abundant Life is not something other than Life. Life is Christ in you; having Christ in

you is your Life. Abundant Life is not only having Christ as your Life, but having

THAT LIFE in such an abounding way, that it is not only in you, but that you become –

wherever you are an expression of Him. Abundant Life is always measured by what

comes out of you. It is measured by what you share with others. It’s never measured by

how much YOU have. It is measured by how much you share. So Life in abundance is

the overflow: the outward expression. And that’s what Christ said: ‘Not only that you

have Life, but Abundant Life! Not only that I dwell in you, but that I be made manifest

through you. Not only that I be in you, but that My very fulness be in you. Not just that

you live and get by, and get a whole bunch of things.’ That has nothing to do with

Abundant Life. Now you can have those things if you want to pay for them and go get

them. You can have them, but don’t call that Abundant Life because Abundant Life is

not measured by what you receive; it’s measured by what’s going OUT of you.

John 1:4 – In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

John 14:6 – Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh

unto the Father, but by me.
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1 John 5:11 – And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life

is in his Son.

Colossians 3:3,4 – For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When

Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

John 4:14; 7:38 – But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never

thirst: but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up

into everlasting life…He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly

shall flow rivers of living water.

2 Corinthians 2:14 – Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in

Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

Ezekiel 47:8,9 – Then said he unto me, These waters issue out toward the east country,

and go down into the desert, and go into the sea: which being brought forth into the sea,

the waters shall be healed. And it shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth, which

moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall live: and there shall be a very great multitude of

fish, because these waters shall come thither: for they shall be healed; and every thing

shall live whither the river cometh.

The Abundant Life

Look in Revelation 22 and you see Abundant Life: you see The River of Life flowing.

Revelation 22:1,2, “ And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,

proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and

on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits,

and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the

nations.”  Notice the river of life is flowing OUT FROM the throne of God; OUT TO

the nations. The River of Life – and that’s The Abundant Life. Well, the same nature is

the nature of the INHERITANCE. It’s not how much you get: it’s not measured by that.

But the true greatness of Abraham mentioned in Genesis 12 is: ‘you shall bless all

nations; in you all the families will be blessed.’ Now I want to make a point of that to

emphasize once again the nature of this inheritance. So let’s go a little farther with this

greatness. The greatness was the OUTFLOW: the blessing would be TO OTHERS.

Don’t we really understand the theory of greatness; the definition of greatness? It’s

referred to with Abraham and Melchisedec. Melchisedec blessed Abraham. The

scriptures say because the greater always blesses the lesser. So we must understand the

receiver is always the lesser. I’m trying to turn something around in our minds. We

always want to be on the receiving end. The lesser is always on the receiving end. But

the greater is the one giving, the one blessing.
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Genesis 14:18-20 – And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and

he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram

of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth. And blessed be the most high God,

which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.

Hebrews 7:1,2,4,6,7 – For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God,

who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; To whom

also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of

righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace:…Now

consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the

tenth of the spoils… But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of

Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises. And without contradiction the less is

blessed of the better.

The Greatness In The Seed

Now I’m going to tell you something you’ve heard out of context: “Greater is he that is

in you, than he that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) I know how you’ve always heard that;

but this is what it really means: THE GREAT ONE IS IN YOU. Blessing is to flow out

from you. “… who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in

Christ.” (Ephesians 1:3) The greater is the one who is doing the blessing: the greatness

that was promised to Abraham, the greatness of this thing is that all nations shall be

blessed. Now, where was this greatness to be found? Well the greatness that is spoken

of here – out from what is it going to come? We know it wasn’t out from Abraham

personally. The greatness was bound up with this Seed. A Seed – an heir of the

inheritance. The greatness was to be in the SEED! We must get a hold of this! The

greatness was to be in THE SEED, and this is where Abraham fell down, as we have

discussed. This man could listen to the promises of God, but he had a problem waiting

on The Lord, and not running out before The Lord. That was his problem. The promise

came to him concerning The Seed.

Genesis 12:7 – And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give

this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him.

Isaiah 40:31 – But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall

mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk,

and not faint.
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Spiritual Seed

We read that in Genesis 13:14,15, “ And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was

separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art

northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward; for all the land which thou

seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.”  And we have to understand the

difference between the fleshly seed of Abraham and the spiritual seed of Abraham

where this promise finally finds its fulfillment. And we also have to understand that the

term “lift up thine eyes” is a term in Hebrew that actually means the elevation of our

soul, and that is, from the earthly to the heavenly. God was never – in HIS point of

view, a real estate agent! In His point of view He was never showing real estate to

Abraham. But ON a piece of real estate God was showing a heavenly land, a heavenly

inheritance, and He was going to speak to him concerning a SPIRITUAL SEED. It was

One that had to be given of God: one that Abraham could NOT produce! And it even

took Abraham awhile to get a hold of that, but it didn’t take God a long time to get a

hold of that, and God never changed His mind!

Romans 9:6-8 – Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not

all Israel, which are of Israel: Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they

all children: but in Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is, They which are the children

of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are

counted for the seed.

2 Corinthians 4:18 – While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things

which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are

not seen are eternal.

Matthew 17:8 – And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus

only.

Hebrews 11:10-12 – For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and

maker is God. Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and

was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who

had promised. Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as

the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.

Genesis 17:17-19; 21:5 – Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his

heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? And shall Sarah,

that is ninety years old, bear? And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live

before thee! And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt
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call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting

covenant, and with his seed after him…And Abraham was an hundred years old, when

his son Isaac was born unto him.

Ishmael is NOT God’s Son

And it’s interesting. God didn’t reject Abraham and just say I’m going to kill you and

start over again. No, He said what YOU have produced – get rid of it! ‘ Oh no Lord, it

can serve you!’ “O that Ishmael might live before thee!” (Genesis 17:18) No, Ishmael is

NOT My Son: He is NOT my promise; He is NOT My Seed. The inheritance does not,

can not belong to Ishmael. Ishmael is NOT your firstborn. Isaac will be your firstborn.

But – when was Isaac the firstborn? When Sarah had him? No. Abraham and Isaac were

on their way to what we now understand to be Mount Zion, where Solomon built the

Temple. They were on their way in the land of Moriah, but it is on that very mountain

that Solomon’s Temple was built. That’s an historical fact. They were on their way to

Mount Zion, and there’s only ONE that God ever has revealed in Mount Zion, or has

ever spoken of as being in Mount Zion, and that is HIS SON. They are on their way to

Mount Zion, and the Lord speaks to Abraham in this situation of going to this mountain

and He says, “ Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, ad get thee

into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the

mountains which I will tell thee of.” (Genesis 22:2) There’s NO mention of Ishmael

here: there is no “second” son. Thine only son – Isaac – offer HIM.

Genesis 21:9-12 – And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born

unto Abraham, mocking, Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman

and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with

Isaac. And the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s sight because of the son. And God

said unto Abraham, let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of

thy bondwoman: in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in

Isaac shall thy seed be called.

2 Chronicles 3:1 – Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem in

mount Moriah, where the Lord appeared unto David his father, in the place that David

had prepared in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite.

Psalm 2:6,7 – Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree:

The Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.
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Obedience to The Truth

When was Isaac the fulfillment? God is already looking at the end – from the beginning.

The Lamb was slain from before the foundation of the world! God is always so far out

in front of us. That’s the reason we need to get with HIS view. We know NOTHING!

All we are ever really capable of doing is messing everything up! We just need to get in

view with Him and see what He has already done! Particularly what He’s already

fulfilled IN CHIRST. And the only thing required of you and I is OBEDIENCE:

Obedience to what He has done in Christ. Well, in Christ we are crucified. All He

requires is obedience to that. You don’t have to go out and TRY to die: just be obedient

to that death. In Christ we have no Life BUT Christ. That requires no effort on my part:

it requires obedience to The Truth as the Truth is in Christ. But you see that’s the

Covenant understanding: and we can only understand that when God begins to reveal

HIS WORD IN US. For Christ is the ONE WORD of that Eternal Covenant.

1 Peter 1:19,20 – (You were redeemed) But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a

lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the

foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.   

Hebrews 4:3 – For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have

sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished

from the foundation of the world.

Galatians 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ

liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

2 Corinthians 5:14 – Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things

are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Philippians 2:5,8 – Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus…and being

found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even

the death of the cross.

Ephesians 4:21 – If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the

truth is in Jesus.

Firstborn From The Dead

Well, He’s looking beyond. Isaac is the true Firstborn when God stayed the hand of

Abraham, because in Abraham’s heart and in Isaac’s heart, and for all practical purposes
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– Isaac was dead! The Hebrews writer speaks of the only begotten son, and that he

received him back from the dead in figure of the resurrection. It is then that Isaac is the

firstborn. It is then that he is the heir of God. It is there that he is in full type of Jesus

Christ: not only a birth that is very similar to a virgin birth. Out of the deadness of the

womb of Sarah; and you can say that he came out of death right there, because her

womb was totally dead. But personally, theologically, reference that to the virgin birth.

Jesus was NOT firstborn by virgin birth: by coming out of the womb of any woman. He

was firstborn by coming out of the womb of death – raised OUT! Do you know why the

firstborn belongs to God? God said, “The firstborn are mine.” (Exodus 13:2, Numbers

8:17) We think it’s because He just exercised authority, but that’s not it. The firstborn

belongs to the Lord because if it wasn’t for Him there wouldn’t be any! Only God can

raise from among the dead! The firstborn is what GOD raised up, and even Christ put

Himself in that submission. The Father raised Him out from among the dead. You read

that: Acts 2:27, “ Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer

thine Holy One to see corruption.” Psalm 16:10, “ For thou wilt not leave my soul in

hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” “ …that like as Christ

was raised up by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of

life.” (Romans 6:4) Oh yes, He submitted Himself – in faith, in obedience He did. But

nonetheless The Father Himself brings forth the firstborn.

Genesis 22:9-12 – And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham

built an altar there, and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son, and laid him

on the altar upon the wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to

slay his son. And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said,

Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the

lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing

thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.

Hebrews 11:17-19 – By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that

received the promises offered up his only begotten son. Of whom it was said, That in

Isaac shall thy seed be called: Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from

the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.

The Father Raises Up

Oh my, when you and I come by way of The Cross, we enter into His death, and only

The Spirit of God; only The Father can quicken you and raise you up in the Life of

Jesus Christ. If it weren’t for The Father you wouldn’t exist. If it weren’t for The Father

you wouldn’t live! The firstborn belongs to God because He raises it up from among the

dead. It’s not just because He exercises some kind of ownership as the Great Creator of

all things. No, it’s more than that. ‘The firstborn is mine, saith the Lord. They are mine.
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If it weren’t for Me they wouldn’t exist. If it weren’t for Me they wouldn’t live. They

live and exist only because I live in them. (John 6:56-57) They are MINE!’ I hope you

can see what I am telling you.

Romans 6:4,5 – Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should

walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death,

we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.

Romans 8:11 – But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you,

he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his

Spirit that dwelleth in you.

John 14:19 – Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because

I live, ye shall live also.

John 6:56-57 –  He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in

him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me,

even he shall live by me.

Truth – The Life You Now Have

Your relationship to God through The Lord Jesus Christ is that you do NOT have a life

of your own! The Life you have is given of God: the Life you have is CHRIST

HIMSELF! That’s how God sees you; that’s how God sees me. That’s how God deals

with us. But that’s not always how we receive the dealings of God. We receive the

dealings of God thinking we’ve got our own life, and we don’t understand what God’s

doing here. The Lord is moving in perfect TRUTH. He’s moving according to what He

knows and what He sees.  He can not deal with us contrary to The Truth. He can’t do it.

He can’t say, ‘Okay, time out. Let’s step over here and I’m going to deal with you like

you’ve got your own life. I’ll walk you through this little thing.’ No, His answer is

REVEALING HIS SON IN YOU. His answer is showing you Who your Life truly is!

His answer is showing you your true relationship with Him and His true relationship

with you. In the midst of everything else – the good, the bad and the ugly, His answer is

revealing The Son and bringing you to His point of view. That’s His answer. TRUTH is

always His answer.

2 Corinthians 5:15 – And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth

live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.
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1 John 5:11,12 – And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this

life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God

hath not life.

John 14:6,20 – Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man

cometh unto the Father, but by me…At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father,

and ye in me, and I in you.

Hebrews 12:6,7,10 – For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son

whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as sons; for what son

is he whom the father chasteneth not?…For they verily for a few days chastened us after

their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.

Romans 8:28  - And we know that all things work together for good to them that love

God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

Ephesians 1:11 – In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.

Colossians 3:4 – When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear

with him in glory.

Death Came

THE FIRSTBORN IS MINE. I remember when that gripped my heart in a study I was

doing. And I did a real word search on that and I was amazed at how many times The

Lord emphasized that. And I realized it had to be MORE than just what we think: that

He delivered them out of Egypt. But it’s more than deliverance. What really happened

there on that night? Then you see they entered in through the Blood. Death was all over

that land – they were DEAD! They either enter in through that Door or they are dead

anyway! Dead by The Lamb or they are dead in Egypt, because death came that night.

They weren’t going to escape death. It’s just which death they are going to be part of.

Exodus 12:30 – And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the

Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there

was not one dead.

Dead IN Sin/Dead TO Sin

So The Lamb was set before them, but in that, that was THEIR death. Their death –

rather than being the death of Egypt was the death of The Lamb; but it was THEIR
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death anyway! You and I come: we can either be dead in sin or with Christ dead to sin.

YOU are dead either way, One releases you unto LIFE, and the other is just

DAMNATION. But from that Death of The Lamb God raises us up. How does He do

that? HIS SON is The Resurrection! He gives us that Son, that Christ, that Spirit. Christ

lives in us, and we become His Body – by Him. No wonder God can say, “The firstborn

is mine.”(Numbers 3:13) Yes, Mine: it’s My New Creation people, it’s My New

Creation. I brought it out from among the dead. That’s the reason He could typically

say, “Israel is my son…”(Exodus 4:22); but then He added, “even my firstborn.” That’s

where Israel really became Israel – that night, entering into that Door and coming out.

That’s where they became corporately Israel – passing through The Door. That’s where

God created them and brought them forth.

Romans 6:1,2,10 – What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may

abound? God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?…For

in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.

John 11:25 – Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in

me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.

Romans 8:10,11 – And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit

is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the

dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal

bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Ephesians 1:22,23 – And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head

over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

2 Corinthians 5:17  - Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things

are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

The Seed

And as we have said, the inheritance belongs to the firstborn. Now Genesis 13:16, “ And

I will make THY SEED…” And you’re going to notice that in chapter 13,15, and 17

that everything turns to THE SEED. At first it’s just I’m going to make you great, and

you’re going to be a blessing. I’m going to show you a land. But now everything is tied

into THE SEED, and we see that the true greatness is the increase of The Seed. The

measure of The Seed is the greatness of this thing. “And I will make thy seed as the dust

of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also

be numbered.” We know that never could find its fulfillment in natural Israel, a natural

seed. You know that there’s never been that many of them! There have never been that
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many humans on the face of the earth! As dust – of the dirt? No, that measurement is

simply saying this measurement is NOT by number; it’s NOT by count. You can NOT

measure The Seed that way. “IF you can number the dust…” See, that’s an

impossibility! You can’t do that! Genesis 15:5, “ And he brought him forth abroad, and

said, Look now toward heaven…” See, it’s first to the earth. NOW look to the heavens.

He’s still showing him the measure of The Seed. He’s still talking about the greatness of

The Seed, he’s still talking about this Covenant and this inheritance. “… Look now

toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him,

So shall thy seed be.” It’s without number!

Genesis 13:14-17 – And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from

him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and

southward, and eastward, and westward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee will

I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so

that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.

Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it

unto thee.

Genesis 15:18 – In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abraham, saying, Unto

thy seed have I given this land, from the land of Egypt unto the great river, the river

Euphrates.

Genesis 17:7-9 – And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed

after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to

thy seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein

thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be

their God. And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou,

and thy seed after thee in their generations.

Genesis 12:1-3 – Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and

from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I

will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great: and

thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that

curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

The Measure of Christ

We can take this right over to The New Testament and see that everything is by the

measure of CHRIST; according to the measure of Christ. And here’s the summation of

it: Ephesians 4:13, “ Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of

the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
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CHRIST.” To a man full grown – the measure of the fulness of the stature of CHRIST.

See, HE is the measure! The One of whom it is said, “For it pleased the Father that in

him should all fulness dwell.” (Colossians 1:19) That’s the Seed without natural

measure; that is the immeasurable Seed of God. That’s the reason God could say in

type, ‘Lift up your eyes, look as far as you can look, and then walk, and then look as far

as you can look, and then walk… look to the north, the east, the south, the west.’ We’re

talking about the measurelessness of the fulness of God in Christ as the inheritance! My

Lord!

All The Fulness Of God

No wonder Paul talks of this. He brings all of this over in his epistles. Ephesians 3:15, “

Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth (that’s the family of the NEW heaven

and the NEW earth) is named. That he would grant you, according to the riches of his

glory (this is our inheritance!), to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner

man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith: that ye, being rooted and grounded

in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and

depth, and height, And to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye

might be filled with all the fulness of God.” This is Abraham looking to the east and the

north and the west and the south. But here is Paul saying No, it is in the length and the

breadth and the height and the depth of the fulness of God that is given to you IN

CHRIST JESUS. And he says that you might come to comprehend this and lay hold

upon this by the comprehending of Truth! And people say we’ll never be able to do that.

But that’s why he continues and says, “ Now unto him that is able to do exceeding

abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.”

How is it done? According to HIS working, which worketh mightily IN YOU!

Colossians 1:29 – Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which

worketh in me mightily.

Philippians 2:13 – For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good

pleasure.

The Power of The Seed

Now that brings us to The Power of This Seed – to bring forth in the field, the earth, the

dirt – the fulness of Himself. And we have to see the difference between that and barren

ground. God is NOT after barren ground: He is after the fruit of the Seed. That’s why

I’m not interested in how many “acres” are coming to our meetings. No, because the

measure is CHRIST. The measure has never been the ground: the measure is Christ. The
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measure is in The Seed. The greatness is in The Seed. And the increase of The Seed, the

power is in The Seed to bring forth after its own kind in tremendous increase! The

fruitful field is simply the plurality of ONE. Yes, because you could have this Seed

appear, and in the fruit, in everyone that the Seed brings forth it is Christ. It’s simply the

plurality of this One Seed. Is it different than, other than? No, it’s just the plurality of

ONE. This is the endless measure of The Seed! The Seed Who is in you – working in

you to bring forth in you an increase of HIMSELF. The only thing needed for this seed

to bring forth after its own kind is “good ground”.  What is good ground?  Good ground

is ANY ground that will facilitate the “dying” of The Seed.  Ground that will yield to

the death of The Seed, that will be obedient to the death of The Seed.  This dying is not

worked on the surface, but deep in the ground (John 12:23-24, Colossians 1:29,

Ephesians 3:20, Philippians 3:21) with the results being “MUCH FRUIT” through the

releasing of His Life.

Matthew 13:23 – But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the

word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an

hundredfold, and some sixty, and some thirty.

2 Kings 2:21 – And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in

there, and said, Thus saith the Lord, I have healed these waters: there shall not be from

thence any more death or barren land.

John 15:4,5,8 – Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,

except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are

the branches: he that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:

for without me ye can do nothing… Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much

fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

James 5:7 – Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the

husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it,

until he receive the early and latter rain.    

Genesis 1:11,12 – And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed,

and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and

it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and

the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was

good.

John 12:24 – Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground

and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.
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So let us set our minds upon HIM. This again is the firstborn. Is it not The Seed falling

into the ground and dying? Coming forth – firstfruit is the same as firstborn.

“…Firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:30) Not many others: many brethren,

of whom HE is The Life, One Body, One Seed, but it is the plurality of ONE.
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Pt. 3 – The Firstborn

Heaven First

Praise God we are seeing that our inheritance is IN CHRIST JESUS. What a

tremendous place to be! There is no other place to be and have Life. I’ve recently been

in a search on “The Order of Salvation.” We enter in through The Door, and the order of

Salvation right through The Door is heaven first, and then earth. But most believers are

waiting – in their heart – to go to heaven. And what is in your heart is what is important

because that’s where you are experientially. We’re not just talking about a “head

belief”; mind over matter. No, we’re talking about true dwelling in the heart, in the soul,

and transforming the soul. We’re not just talking about the brain. The brain dies with the

body: the soul does not. And there’s a great deal of difference in what I’m talking about

here than just academic knowledge. But so many believers are “waiting to die and go

TO heaven.’ And that order is true: it’s just that the death happens when you go through

The Door! The death that brings you into the heavens is THE DEATH OF THE

LAMB, and your death with Him.

Colossians 3:1 – If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,

where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

Romans 6:3 – Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were

baptized into his death?

Colossians 2:11 – In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without

hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.

One Provided Himself as Death

Yes, that death that HE died FOR us included us in it, because we could not include

ourselves in it. How can those who are dead IN sin ever become dead TO sin? There’s

no way except One provide Himself as that death. One who could never be dead IN sin

because He could never sin, provided Himself as a death TO sin. For only one reason:

(and here is the grace of God, here is the love of God) to provide you and me a way. But

the way He provided was His death. We receive His death as OUR death: we join with

Him in that death. This is the death into which we have been baptized, but we must be

obedient to that death, the reality of it, in our hearts.  We must in the LIGHT OF

TRUTH submit ourselves to that death. That is very much what we’re talking about now

because we’re talking about the firstborn. And it is out of that death that comes a

firstborn, or a NEWBORN – an altogether other than has ever been before. This one
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comes BY RESURRECTION. This one is raised up of The Lord: this one lives by The

Lord. And Christ was first partaker of that. Christ Himself submitted Himself to be

raised up: be quickened by The Father, and be raised. Romans 8:11, “But if the Spirit of

him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the

dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Yes, He

submitted Himself to that. He who could have called all the angels from heaven and said

death can’t touch Me. No, He submitted Himself to that, but could not be held of it. He

could not be held of it because there was no sin in Him. He was obedient unto that

death… Let this same mind be in you. (Philippians 2:5-8)

Romans 5:8 – But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet

sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 7:24 – O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this

death?

2 Corinthians 5:21 – For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we

might be made the righteousness of God in him.

John 14:6 – Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh

unto the Father, but by me.

Romans 6:5 – For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall

be also in the likeness of his resurrection.

2 Timothy 2:11 – It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live

with him.

Ephesians 1:19,20 - And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who

believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ,

when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand, in the heavenly

places.

Philippians 2:8 – And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became

obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

John 19:36 – Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of

this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but

now is my kingdom not from hence.
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Acts 2:24,27 – Whom God hath raised up (Christ), having loosed the pains of death:

because it was not possible that he should be holden of it…Because thou wilt not leave

my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

The Death To Sin

No sin in Him; though He was able to take all sin upon Him. NO SIN IN HIM! But the

point is He did that for me and for you. Not so we wouldn’t have to die. He did that so

we COULD die that death to sin. Otherwise we couldn’t do it. I’ll say again – you who

are dead IN sin: how can you become dead TO sin? It is an impossibility – you cannot

do it! He had to provide HIMSELF a way. But having done that, and having said “I am

the door…” (John 10:7,9), He says, “ I am the way…” You want a way? I AM the way,

the truth and the life…” (John 14:6) You see, the end of the way is always LIFE. The

goal of the way is always Life. God is not only bringing us TO Life: God living IN US

as our Life in the very Person of His Son! It is God – that Eternal Spirit dwelling in us.

It is not just merely giving us Life, but The Living God living in us! And you and I

living by Him; and this is by The Person of His Son. Yes, CHRIST IN YOU! But now,

the next in order of that in having come by the Door, having come by His death, having

been united with Him in burial (true Spiritual baptism) into His death; the next in order

is Resurrection.

John 1:29 – The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb

of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

Genesis 22:8 – And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt-

offering; so they went both of them together.

John 14:23 – Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my

words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode

with Him.

2 Corinthians 6:16 – And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are

the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Galatians 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ

liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Colossians 1:27 – To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of

this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
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Romans 6:4 - Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should

walk in newness of life.

The Three Days of The Lord

In Truth, one can not dispensationalize these three days. You can’t come in and separate

that by thousands of years. You can’t separate that by days or weeks. You can’t do that

any more than you can separate death from burial. What do you have – somebody dies

and you wait 2,000 years to bury him? No – death and burial and resurrection. This is

the three days of The Lord. These are the three feasts of Israel. All the way through the

Bible it is that way. “ …Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”(John

2:19) Is He only speaking of Himself, or is He speaking of His whole Body? Well, He’s

speaking of His whole Body, and because He was comparing it to that Temple over

there, He was speaking of His whole Body. Thank God! In THREE DAYS I will do

that. We must NOT seek to divide a Finished Work.

John 2:19-21 – Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three

days I will raise it up, Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in

building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But he spake of the temple of his body.

Hosea 6:2 – After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we

shall live in his sight.

Matthew 17:23 – And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised again. And

they were exceeding sorry.

Mark 9:31 – For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is

delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he

shall rise the third day.

Exodus 23:14-17 – Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year. Thou shalt

keep the feast of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as I

commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest out from

Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty: ) And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits

of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is

in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field. Three

times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord God.
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The Finished Work

Yes, and because it is a FINISHED WORK, there are those who are yet being raised up

and added to the Finished Work. This is the Truth: you and I add nothing TO The

Finished Work. WE are added to The Finished Work. We are brought into a thing that

God has completed in His Son. We are brought into the completeness of The Son, so

that The Son becomes our completeness. We don’t bring completeness to Him: HE

brings completeness to us. We are brought in to the completeness of The Son so that we

dwell in Him; He dwells in us. That’s our completeness. We must understand WE bring

NOTHING to His completeness. Well, what’s our part? We give HIS completeness

expression! And that is how He is glorified in His saints. We give HIM expression: His

completeness can be seen – unto His glory. We add nothing to His completeness, but we

are added to that completeness. We have this unspeakable treasure in earthen vessels so

that we would know that this excellent treasure and the power of it is of God alone and

not us. (2 Corinthians 4:7)

John 19:30- When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and

he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

John 17:4 – I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou

gavest me to do.

Colossians 2:9,10 – For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye

are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.

John 14:20 – At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in

you.

2 Thessalonians 1:10 – When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be

admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in

that day.

2 Corinthians 4:7 – But we have this treasure in earthen vessels , that the excellency of

the power may be of God, and not of us.

The Order

See, God has the completeness IN HIS SON even if everyone rejected Him! Yes, but in

doing so we would be without completeness. We would be the loser. So the Order of

Salvation is that He raises us up. The Door is The Door into Heaven. The Door is The

Door into Resurrection where we are “…quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye



47

are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places

in Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:5,6) That’s why I said our inheritance is there. Well,

certainly, I don’t want to be one place and our inheritance someplace else! The

inheritance is IN CHRIST. It is reserved there; it is secure there. No one can enter in and

take it away from there. So the order is in heaven, and the second part in earth, because

we are to manifest heaven in earth. “…Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, as in

heaven, so in earth.” (Luke 11:2) It is to be made manifest in the earth. That’s the

reason we have the whole thing in earthen vessels. When your earthen vessel is gone by

whatever means it’s gone, you will cease to be a manifestation of heaven on earth. You

won’t cease to be in heaven: but you will cease to be a manifestation of heaven on

hearth. The earthen vessels are for that reason. This is what Jesus is meaning when He

instructs His disciples concerning the coming of the Kingdom on earth in Matthew

16:17-20 and Matthew 18:18; where the instruction should be translated, “I will be

giving you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatsoever you should be

binding on the earth shall be those things having been bound in the heavens and

whatsoever you should be loosing on earth shall be those things having been loosed in

the heavens.” Under the law these terms were used to pronounce a thing lawful or

unlawful, to allow or not to allow according to the law. But here, Christ brings in a

much higher standard of judgment and that being heaven or the administration of

heaven and since the one standard of all things in heaven is Christ, so it will be on earth.

The disciples and indeed all believers will live and “allow” on earth such as is “lawful”

by the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus.  This was the lesson presented to Peter in

Acts 10:9-16.

Colossians 1:19 – For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell.

1 Peter 1:4 – To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,

reserved in heaven for you.

2 Corinthians 2:14 – Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in

Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

2 Corinthians 4:7 – But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of

the power may be of God, and not of us.

Matthew 16:17-19 – And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon

Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in

heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my

church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  And I will give unto thee the

keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound

in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Then

charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.
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Matthew 18:18 – Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be

bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Acts 10:9-16 – On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the

city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: And he became very

hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, And saw

heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet

knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: Wherein were all manner of

fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.

And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord;

for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.  And the voice spake unto

him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.  This

was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.

Our Inexhaustible Inheritance

So the order is there, heaven then earth, and this too is the order of our inheritance. We

receive our inheritance IN CHRIST, and we share that inheritance in the earth. And you

are not going to run out of it! It’s an inexhaustible inheritance; that all the nations be

blessed in Him. And it’s just so sad to me that to most Christians they don’t live like

this. Their whole thing is just waiting and struggling, and waiting…. ‘Until I die and go

to heaven and get my riches.’ It is so totally REVERSED from the reality of The Truth

with regard to our inheritance: that our inheritance is in Christ NOW; it is to be

possessed NOW; we are to become partakers NOW; and it is to be shared. Right out of

heaven – into the earth. Folks, how many situations are there that we are faced with

daily in which if we were just mindful of heaven, mindful of Christ, mindful of our

inheritance – how many situations do we come upon (not necessarily get in) but if we

were mindful, we could share the inheritance – if we UNDERSTOOD the inheritance.

We could bring something of heaven into that situation if we were just mindful. Maybe

we could just say a word, or maybe just to be there, maybe just to listen. You don’t

always have to talk to manifest Christ, you know. Maybe just being there… because you

are there IN CHRIST.

Philippians 3:20 – For our conversation is in heaven: from whence also we look for the

Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Colossians 1:12 – Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.
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Hebrews 3:1 – Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the

Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:19,21 – For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the

manifestation of the sons of God… Because the creature itself also shall be delivered

from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

Standing In Christ – To Be a Blessing

But you know, we become more mindful of the situation than we do of where we are.

So many times we get carried away in the situation rather than standing and saying, ‘No,

I am NOT in this situation. I am here, but I am here IN HIM. I am here with an

abundant fulness. I’m standing here with the exceeding riches of an inheritance that we

could share; that we could be a blessing. We talk about blessing the nations, but the

“nations” are just people! It just starts right there. That’s the reality. Now here’s a very

carnal example, but it would be the same way if you walk down through the slums. Say

you have a large amount of money and you just decide to start sharing this, so you just

start handing out money. The only difference there is somebody is going to take it and

spend it and it is gone. And when you’ve given it all out then you don’t have any more

to give out. But the inheritance we’re talking about is NOT that way, although the

principle is the same. The nature of the inheritance is to be a blessing, to share the

blessing. But you can’t share what you don’t know you have. You have to be a partaker

before you can be a sharer.

Colossians 3:1-3 – If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,

where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on

things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

Philippians 4:11-13 – Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in

whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I

know how to abound: everywhere and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to

be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which

strengtheneth me.

Promises Made To Him

So now let’s see our part in the inheritance. THE INHERITANCE OF THE

FIRSTBORN. Galatians 3:16 says, “ Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises

made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is

Christ.” That pretty well gathers it up. The promises were made to CHRIST. If they are
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not fulfilled, then it is unto CHRIST that they are not fulfilled. Have you ever thought

about that? Probably not, because in Christianity today we are too busy saying all the

promises in The Book are MINE! But if that is so, then why are you in the shape that

you are in? We preach all the promises in The Book are ours. Can you name one of

them? I just want you to think about the silly things we say, and it becomes “gospel” to

us. But the promises are made to HIM, and they are fulfilled in HIM, and they are

possessed in HIM – by knowing HIM. To Abraham and his seed were the promises

made. That’s a tough verse to get around. We might as well just say we don’t

understand it, but it’s true. And that’s the first step of coming to comprehend Christ: to

confess that I don’t know something. Maybe I need to let The Spirit of The Lord

enlighten the eyes of my understanding so that I can see. I know that all things in Christ

are there for you and for me; that we might be partakers of that which is IN CHRIST.

2 Peter 1:3 – According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain

unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and

virtue.

2 Corinthians 1:20 – For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto

the glory of God by us.

Ephesians 1:17,18, 3 – That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may

give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of

your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling,

and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints… Blessed be the God

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in

heavenly places in Christ.

Abraham’s Seed

But so many times we exclude the promises from being part of that fulness. And then

we just say “promises” and we really don’t know the nature of the promises. And as we

have said, the nature of the promises is Spiritual and Eternal. They are there unto

Abraham and his seed. Then Galatians 3:29 just gathers us up right into that and says, “

And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

That is Christ’s – possessively. If you are those who have no life but Christ; if you are

those who are part of Him, one with Him. “ If ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s

seed…” Why is that? Because there is just ONE SEED. He is always The Seed. Ye are

Abraham’s Seed because Christ The Seed dwells in you. Another way to say that is

many members, yet one Body. We are not dealing with bodies… and that is something

we need to remember. This is something I wish Christianity could get a hold of: you are

NOT bodies; you are A BODY. Then why do we build all of our doctrines around
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resurrections of bodies, when in fact you are NOT bodies anyway? No, you are NOT

bodies: you have bodies, you have earthen vessels. “ But we have this treasure in

earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” (2

Corinthians 4:7)  But you are not bodies. How can you be bodies? Not many, but ONE:

many members, yet one Body.

1 Corinthians 12:12,27 – For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the

members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ…Now ye are the

body of Christ, and members in particular.

1 Corinthians 15:38,44 – But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every

seed his own body…It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a

natural body, and there is a spiritual body.

Not Bodies – Body

You are not bodies. Jesus doesn’t need “bodies”. HE’S GOT A BODY! Here’s the

nature of the inheritance. You need to be able in your heart to see the corruptible

separated from the incorruptible. The corruptible that we have is not the incorruptible

that we are. Now situations can touch “you”; they can only touch the corruptible. They

can NOT touch the incorruptible. Situations can touch my earthen vessel, and touch my

body, and all of the emotions that are there, everything that is in my brain – all of that.

Yes, but I understand BY CHRIST and have come to understand by The Spirit that, that

body, is NOT my Life! It is a vehicle of Life: it is a vessel in which I live, but it’s NOT

My Life! My Life is not only IN Christ, but my Life is CHRIST IN ME. And this

vehicle does NOT add to it, or take away from my Life. In other words, when all of my

circumstances and situations as I see them are really good, that isn’t enhancing my Life

at all! My Life is the same whether my circumstances are good or bad. But it’s always

good or bad as I see it, because probably the circumstances that you are saying are so

bad; someone else is saying that is wonderful! Bodies are for service of The Body.

(Romans 12:1-5)

Ephesians 1:22,23 – And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head

over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

1 Corinthians 15:50 – Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the

kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption,

Philippians 1:21 – For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.



52

Our Incorruptible Life

That’s the way circumstances are. One fellow is saying, ‘Dear God, I’m sick and tired

of this rain. I wish it would quit raining!’ And another fellow is saying ‘Thank you Lord

for the good rain.’ We don’t think about that. We think we’re the only ones that have a

voice to God in our carnal imagination. I’m just trying to show you that our whole life is

incorruptible because THE INCORRUPTIBLE SEED IS IN YOU! 1 Peter 1:23, “ Being

born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which

liveth and abideth for ever.” Therefore what we are is an incorruptible Body: not the

bodies you HAVE, but The Body you ARE. And you don’t walk up and see that Body

in a mirror. You see it in God’s mirror: it’s the vision of God. That’s talked about in

Ezekiel 1:1, “Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth

day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens

were opened, and I saw visions of God.”  2 Corinthians 3:18, “ But we all, with open

face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image

from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” And in James 1:23-25, “ For if

any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural

face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth

what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and

continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man

shall be blessed in his deed."” Who is the “mirror of God”? When God wants to

manifest Himself, Who is it that appears? Who is the appearing, the express image of

The Father? Who is the very vision of God? It is CHRIST HIMSELF! He reveals The

Son in you as the very mirror of Himself: not as a reflection. See our mirrors in the

natural have a reflection that depends on light. But the mirror of God is NOT a

reflection: the mirror of God is an EXPRESSION coming OUT of light; an expression,

a manifestation of God. It has nothing to do with reflection at all, which is why we do

not see OUR reflection in God’s mirror! (2Corinthians 4:6)

Colossians 1:15 – (Christ) Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every

creature.

John 1:18; 14:9 – No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in

the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him…Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so

long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath

seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?

Galatians 1:15,16 – But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s

womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood.
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Ephesians 3:3,4 – How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery (as I

wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in

the mystery of Christ)

2 Corinthians 4:6 – For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath

shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Jesus Christ.

Not A Reflection – A Manifestation

People say the Church is to be a “reflection” of The Lord. No – the Church is to be a

genuine EXPRESSION of The Lord! To give a reflection light has to shine on

something and bounce back. The light here is coming OUT. It’s coming out. It is the

“walk in the light as He is in the light…” (1 John 1:7) God hath shined IN us. “ For

God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2

Corinthians 4:6) Now that’s the mirror of God! And that’s the transforming mirror, the

transforming vision that transforms our soul into that very nature, that very character. It

works IN US that very incorruptibility because you ARE that Body of Christ. Yes, you

are. This is why Paul says in Romans 12:1 to present your BODIES. “I beseech you

therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,

holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” And that’s one of the

very few times he actually uses the word “bodies”. “And be not conformed to this

world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is

that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Your bodies – sacrifices: lay them

down. Why? Because it’s your reasonable service. But why? Because you are ONE

BODY, so it is reasonable that you would give what you have to that which you are. It

is reasonable that the bodies you have would serve The Body you are. It makes sense:

this is what Paul is saying.

Colossians 3:10 – And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after

the image of him that created him.

Bodies/Body

It is reasonable that you would do this. Why is it reasonable? It’s reasonable because

you are NOT a bunch of independent bodies: you are ONE BODY. Therefore your

bodies should serve it, and your bodies should become instruments of righteousness.

Paul is saying this from the comprehension of being One Body in The Resurrection:

One Body raised up, quickened, created of God Himself. “ For we are his workmanship,
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created in Christ Jesus unto good works…” (Ephesians 2:10) Now what has that to do

with our inheritance? Everything, because the inheritance is for THE BODY OF

CHRIST: the inheritance belongs to you AS HIS BODY. Those that are His: yes, those

that are One with Him, not separate from Him. See, you can not be an heir, even a joint

heir with Him, and then have a separate life, a life separate from Him, or even be a body

separate. Because Salvation is complete – spirit, soul and body: The Spirit is Christ, The

Body is The Body of Christ. And it is your soul that is involved in all of this; that is

redeemed, that is saved. And that soul is transformed into the image of Christ, Who is

The Living Spirit so that we might then function as His Body on earth as in heaven.

1 Corinthians 12:12,14,20,27 – For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all

the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ… For the

body is not one member, but many…But now are they many members, yet but one

body…Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

Romans 6:18,19 – Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of

righteousness. I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for

as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity:

even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.   

Ephesians 2:5,6 – Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with

Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit

together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:17,29 – And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ;

if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together…For whom he

did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he

might be the firstborn among many brethren.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 – And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly: and I pray God

your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ.

His Body

This is very clear to The Spirit of God who knows no man after the flesh anyway. He

sees nothing of Jew or Gentile; but One New Man – Christ. It’s very clear to The Spirit

of God. He has no trouble at all saying ye are The Body of Christ. WE are the ones who

have all the problem with that. WE are the ones who look around and see bodies and not

Body. And this is why I said, we must come to view things and to view ourselves in

Christ as God sees us; because God deals with us as He sees us. And how confusing so

many times, in our lives are the dealings of God to the point that sometimes we just shut
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them out. We don’t understand, so eventually we just don’t want any more to do with it.

But we should say, ‘Lord, would you just open my eyes and let me see what it is you are

doing and what you are saying.’

2 Corinthians 5:16 – Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though

we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.

Colossians 3:11 – Where (the new man) there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision

nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

Galatians 3:28 – There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is

neither male nor female: for they are all one in Christ Jesus.

1 Corinthians 13:12 – For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face:

now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

Inheritance Belongs To The Son

So, The Inheritance of The Firstborn. He shares that inheritance with His Body that His

Body may manifest that inheritance in the earth. The first question is: why does the

inheritance belong to Christ? Because He and He alone is The Son, even the firstborn.

Exodus 4:22, “ … Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my son, even my firstborn.” Now we

know that under the Old Covenant then the inheritance was promised to Israel. Yes,

Isaac, and then through Jacob and Israel, but to whom was the promise first given? The

inheritance was first given even in the natural, to whom? To Isaac! Of who is Isaac an

absolute, irrefutable type and shadow of? CHRIST! Christ Himself – individually.

Christ – THE Son; Christ, THE Resurrection; Christ , THE Life. You and I are partakers

of all that HE is! We are partakers of “Sonship” – He is THE Son. We are partakers of

Life – He is THE Life. We are partakers of Resurrection – He is The Resurrection. Why

does the inheritance belong to Him? Because of Who He is: HE IS THE ONLY SON;

He is the firstborn. He alone is The Son; He alone is the firstborn. It is only through our

union with Him that we have any “right”; any inheritance.

1 Corinthians 1:9 – God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his

Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 – For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men

after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the

foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things

of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and

things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to

nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence.  But of him are ye in
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Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and

sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him

glory in the Lord.

Ephesians 1:18 - …that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches

of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.

Joint Heirs

Romans 8:17, “ And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if

so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”  This term

“JOINT HEIRS “ should come to mean a great deal with us because it says that except

you be joined with Him you have no inheritance. Why? Because the inheritance is HIS.

And it is so definitely His, and we need to understand that. It belongs to The Seed:

nobody but The Seed! And the greatness of the inheritance is the increase of The Seed.

Where? Wherever there’s an increase in The Seed! The increase of The Seed in you; the

increase of The Seed in His Body, The Church – the increase. Oh, if we could just come

to see this. And we need to see this because this is the security of our Salvation. THE

POSITION, THE GREATNESS, THE SUPREMACY OF THE LORD JESUS

CHRIST IS THE SECURITY OF OUR SALVATION.  If He is very small, so is our

Salvation. If He is not absolutely supreme, what does that say about our Salvation;

because I said before, He is not just Savior, He is The Salvation of the Lord. We are

joint-heirs because “He that is joined to the Lord is One Spirit” (1Corinthians 6:17).

Ephesians 4:13 – Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the

Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

Ephesians 4:16 – From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by

that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of

every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

John 15:5,8 – I am the vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth in me, and I in him, the

same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing…Herein is my Father

glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

Exodus 15:2 – The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is

my God, and I will prepare him a habitation; my father’s God, and I will exalt him.

John 17:21-23 – That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that

they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the

glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are
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one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one: and that the world

may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

Psalm 27:1; 38:22; 62:6,7 – The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?…Make haste to help me,

O Lord my salvation…He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall

not be moved. In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my

refuge, is in God.

Isaiah 12:2 – Behold, God is my salvation: I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord

JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.

Jeremiah 3:23 – Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the

multitude of mountains: truly in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel.

2 Timothy 2:10 – Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also

obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

Relationship With The Father

His position with The Father, which is one of absolute ONENESS is essential to our

Salvation; because He is “… the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the

Father but by me.” (John 14:6) Well, how important is it to you and me that He has a

relationship with The Father? How can He bring us into relationship with The Father

except HE have relationship with the Father? How great is His relationship with The

Father? “I and my Father are one.” (John 10:30) HE AND THE FATHER ARE ONE!

We’ll get hold of that one of these days, and we’ll understand that in our union with

Christ, the picture is NOT Christ and then a whole bunch. But the picture is Christ and

His Body: those who are ONE WITH HIM. So that the inheritance of the one is the

inheritance of the other because remember the nature of the inheritance is to share. With

whom shall you share other than your body? “ For no man ever yet hated his own flesh:

but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are members of

his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” (Ephesians 5:29,30) Jesus says you are My

flesh, you are My body. I want us to understand WHY the inheritance is ours. It is ours

because of our union with Christ. I want us to see that He has absolute right to it; He has

supreme right to it. There is no doubt about the inheritance being His, being in Him. I

want us to see that, and then get rid of the veil of flesh that dispensationalists have set

up, and see that there is no veil between His Body and Himself. So that if inheritance is

full and complete and absolute IN HIM, then BY HIM we have full and complete and

absolute entrance into it!
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1 Corinthians 1:9 – God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his

Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hebrews 1:2,4 – Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his son, whom he hath

appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds…Being made so much

better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than

they.

2 Corinthians 3:18 – But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the

Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the

Lord.

Hebrews 4:14,16;10:19-22 – Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed

into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession…Let us therefore

come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help

in time of need…Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the

blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the

veil, that is to say, his flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God; Let us

draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from

an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

If Ye Be Christ’s

It is not separated from us by years, by dispensations and ages at all! The Cross took

that veil away! I want us to see how great this inheritance is in Him, and that it is HIS.

Why does the inheritance belong to Christ? Because He is the ONLY Son of God. WE

are HIS Body, because HE is the only firstborn; but we are His Body. Galatians 3:29, “

And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

THEN are ye heirs of God. Yes, if ye be CHRIST’S, which means that union. It is a

possessive term: that which belongs to Christ. But it is more than just belongs to Him.

We understand in the scriptures it is that which is ONE with Him. What truly belongs to

Him is that in which He lives and has His expression. That truly belongs to Him.

Luke 23:45 – And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the

midst.

Matthew 27:51 –And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the

bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent.

2 Corinthians 3:14 – But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same

vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ.
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John 1:14,18; 3:16,18 – And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we

beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and

truth…No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom

of the Father, he hath declared him…For God so loved the world, that he gave his only

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting

life…He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned

already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

1 John 4:9  - In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent

his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.

The Certainty Of Our Inheritance

Oh, the guarantee, the certainty of our inheritance is CHRIST! That guarantee is given

to us in the Spirit of Christ: Christ dwelling in us. “…Israel is my son, even my

firstborn.” (Exodus 4:22) Does that term “son” ever really, in the whole of the scripture

relate to anyone but Christ? No, it never does. Look at Hebrews 1:2, “ Hath in these last

days spoken unto us IN SON…” That’s the way the letter to the Hebrews begins, so that

everything that is going to be said in this letter is being said from the standpoint of being

revealed in The Son. The writer is saying years ago under the Old Covenant, under the

Old administration God did speak. He spoke from time to time, and He spoke in

different situations, and He spoke in different ways. “God, who are sundry times and in

divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets…”(Hebrews 1:1) But

another time has come! In fact, at the END of those days (translated in the King James

Version as “hath in these last days"); hath at the end of that administration, at the end of

that, spoken in a totally different way or in a different manner. And more than just in a

different way or in a different manner; more than just in a different time. All of that is

summed up; but more than that, He has spoken ABSOLUTELY! He has spoken

PERFECTLY, He has spoken completely, He has spoken fully – that which no type or

shadow could have ever done or said! He hath NOW said that which no prophet could

have ever articulated! He hath NOW said…

Ephesians 1:13,14 – In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the

gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that

holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of

the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
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In Son

Where? Where is this great word? Where is this great message? Where is this? IN SON!

Hath spoken IN SON, and therefore everything I say that comes out of this letter, from

this point, is that which is received in that manner. It has been heard IN SON; it has

been seen IN SON. It comes out from God revealing that SON in this writer, in this

minister. Yes, the same Son that is in You, the same Word that is in you (and that ought

to thrill your soul!) is the Word out of which this letter is written – the same Word! The

same Word, the same Son in whom God hath spoken! Is there any doubt with regard to

this Son? Hebrews 1:3, “ Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image

of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by

himself purged our sins sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; Being made

so much better than the angels (that is, messengers) as he hath by inheritance obtained

a more excellent name than they.” He hath by inheritance obtained: and here’s the

argument. Verse 5, “For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son,

this day have I begotten thee?” This is speaking here of Psalm 2:7, and he’s speaking

there of THE RESURRECTION. This is the day that He is begotten – out from among

the dead: begotten of God. I hope we understand this, because how can God “beget”

God, for the Son is One with The Father. So it’s not talking about a position of being

‘less than’. No, it’s actually talking about a position that came about by absolute

obedience within the counsels of God. And The Son becoming absolutely obedient unto

death, even the death of the Cross.

Psalm 2:7 – I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this

day have I begotten thee.

Acts 2: 23 – Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of

God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.

Philippians 2:6-8 – (Christ Jesus) Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery

to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of

a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man,

he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

My Son – Firstborn

Now that’s why the term is used: “…my son, even my firstborn.”(Exodus 4:22; “…

death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:8), because it is from there that the

firstborn comes. You could actually say, ‘Israel is my Son, even my son who was

faithful and obedient unto the death of the Cross.’ It’s the same thing. This Son is

obedient unto death; that He might be raised up out from among the dead: that is,
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BEGOTTEN; that is, brought forth, generate as a New generation, in Newness of Life.

Raised up – out from among the dead; firstborn, firstfruit, only begotten. Who else has

God raised up out from among the dead? We are not talking about in the Old Testament

and even in the ministry of Jesus where the dead were raised. Resurrection is NOT the

dead being raised! The firstborn Son of God is NOT the dead being raised. Well – what

is it? The Resurrection is CHRIST LIVING IN YOU! It is not YOU living AGAIN; it is

CHRIST living IN YOU. He’s The One that says, “ “I am the resurrection and the

life…” (John 11:25) He never did say I’m “doing resurrections”. No – I AM… See, you

have a resurrection, but The Resurrection you have is not YOU living again. Paul says

no, “… not I, Christ liveth in me…” (Galatians 2:20) That’s The Life; that’s what I

have!

2 Corinthians 5:17 – Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things

are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Matthew 19:28 – And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have

followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory,

ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Titus 3:5 – Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his

mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.

Ezekiel 37:3-6 – And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I

answered, O Lord God, thou knowest. Again he said unto me, Prophesy unto these

bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus saith the

Lord God unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breathe to enter into you, and ye shall

live.

1 Corinthians 15:23 – But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward

they that are Christ’s at his coming.

1 Kings 17:21,22 – And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto

the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him

again. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him

again, and he revived.

2 Kings 4:32,34 – And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was

dead, and laid upon his bed… And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his

mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; and

he stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed warm.
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Luke 7:14,15 – And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still.

And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead sat up, and began

to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

John 11:43,44 – And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus,

come forth. And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes:

and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him and let

him go.

The Better Resurrection

This is the “better” resurrection of Hebrews 11, when they could have seen their dead

raised again. Well, they would have just died again! They could have seen their dead

raised, and some did. Others said no; they would not accept that. They would rather wait

on the “better” resurrection. CHRIST is that better resurrection where it is not you living

again, but it is HE living in you! Not me again. It’s the same thing with the New Birth.

John 3:4-6, “ Nicodemus said unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? Can he

enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily,

verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter

into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born

of the Spirit is spirit.” It’s not YOU again; it’s a NEW birth! A New birth – born of

Spirit. “… Quickened together… raised together… seated together… heavenly places in

Christ.” (Ephesians 2:5,6) It’s CHRIST living in you. The firstborn is Christ. Christ –

living in you: but He’s firstborn whether He’s living in you or not! He’s the only

begotten! He is the firstborn whether He’s living in me or not. Why? Because HE IS

LIFE: He’s the essence of Life! He is Who and what Life is! If He isn’t living in me –

I’m the one dead! I’m the loser! I just want you to understand that the resurrection out

from which God gets His firstborn is NOT just another version of me or you. No; it’s an

altogether different Man, an altogether different creation. This creation is Spirit, and

The Spirit is Christ. This is Christ living in you! His supremacy, His right is OUR

security!

Hebrews 11:35 – Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were

tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection.

John 1:4 – In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

1 John 5:11,12 – And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this

life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life: and he that hath not the Son of God

hath not life.
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1 Corinthians 15:44,47 – It is sown a natural body: it is raised a spiritual body. There is

a natural body, and there is a spiritual body…The first man is of the earth, earthy: the

second man is the Lord from heaven.

Again

So he goes on here in Hebrews 1:5, “ For unto which of the angels (messengers) said he

at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him

a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?” These are all Old Testament quotations. Verse

6, “ And AGAIN …” Now this word “again” is NOT the same as the word “again” in

verse 5. It’s a different Greek meaning. In verse 5 it is saying that in this place it is said,

and then again in this place it is said. But that verse stopped in verse 5, and in verse 6

the word “again” has to do with an occurrence: something that happened one time, and

now it is happening again. It is like being born “again”; and the word is “new” - being

born new. Nicodemus didn’t understand that and Jesus explained it to him. That’s what

it is here. This is not referring to a scripture reference. This is referring to ‘a second

time’. In John 14:3 Jesus said, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come

again…” ‘If it were not so I would have told you. As surely as I go away…

And we know He was going to His death. We know He was going to The Cross; we

know He was fulfilling The Day of Atonement and the High Priest Ministry. He said as

surely as I go away, I will come AGAIN. That word is the same as in John 3:3,

“…Except a man be born AGAIN, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” It means

NEWNESS. But if He comes in Newness, it means that it is a second, or at least another

time. And in that reference He is saying that I have come in the flesh. You have touched

Me, you have seen Me. Now I am going away. I – Me – this same Jesus: I will come in

Newness. Yes, just like being born again – Newness. I will come in Newness of Spirit

and I will receive you unto Myself. I came first (as the First) in flesh. I will come

second (as the Second) in Spirit. I will live in you.

Leviticus 16:30,34 – For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to

cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the Lord…And this shall be

an everlasting stature unto you, to make an atonement for the children of Israel for all

their sins once a year. And he did as the Lord commanded Moses.

1 John 1:1,2 – That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have

seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the

Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and

shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)

2 Corinthians 5:16 – Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though

we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.
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1 Timothy 3:16 – And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was

manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,

believed on in the world, received up into glory.

Where I Am

We know that is the receiving of His Body. Why? So that “… where I am (in

you)…where I am, ye may be also.” (John 14:3) I will be in you. He’s explaining that to

them. He telling them I’m walking around here with you now. You can touch me, but

that’s not it. “I will receive you unto myself; that where I am, ye may be also.” And

even there, any theologian that is dealing with the grammar of that structured sentence

will have to tell you that location is not described here; but rather, a relationship. And

the word “where” has its direct reference to The I Am. So that “The I Am” answers the

word “where”. In other words it’s not a place where Jesus is going to be and you can be

there too. It is simply saying Jesus is the place. He is saying, “… I am the way, the truth,

and the life…” (John 14:6) The object of the word “where” is not some place The I AM

will be: The I AM Himself is the object there. And the word “there” (there you may be)

is NOT in the original text. So it just says, “… that where I am, ye may be also.”

In The Resurrection

Well, the word – AGAIN. Back to Hebrews 1:6, “ And again, when he bringeth in the

firstbegotten into the world…” That’s not when He was born of a virgin. That wouldn’t

be “again”. He brought Him in first by virgin birth, and He came to die. “The word was

made manifest in the flesh…”(John 1:14) “But now, when he bringeth the firstborn

again into the world…” That is a better translation (American Standard Version). The

verse doesn’t say, “He’s going to say.” It says “He saith…” He has already said. “…And

let all the angels of God worship him.” When did He do that? When did He bring the

firstborn forth again? When was the firstborn brought again into the world? IN THE

RESURRECTION! When He raised him up – out from among the dead: in the

resurrection He brought Him forth again. That’s exactly what Jesus said, “ I will come

again…” In the resurrection; and He did that literally. In a very literal sense He

presented Himself to His disciples. And then He said ‘This is not fulfilled yet. I said to

you that you would be with Me where I am, but this is not fulfilled. I have presented

Myself to you so that you who are so full of doubt could actually see this form and see

that it is Me. He walked through walls, but He said this isn’t what I was talking about.

And therefore don’t run off and start preaching this! Don’t do that. You go to a certain

place and you stay there. You stay there until what I promise comes. You go there and

don’t leave. You stay there: you’re not ready to go preach anything yet. I haven’t yet

fulfilled what I told you. I have simply spent this period of time with you confirming to

you; letting you hear Me and look at Me because YOU are the ones in whom I will first
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dwell. You are the very firstfruits of My Body. I have chosen you for that. Now you go

and do what I told you, and stay there.’ And they did.

Hebrews 2:9 – But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should

taste death for every man.

Acts 1:3 – To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible

proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the

kingdom of God.

John 20:19,26-30 – Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when

the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus

and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you…And after eight days

again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors

being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to

Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and

thrust it into my side; and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and

said unto him, My Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast

seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not

written in this book.

John 21:1,2 – After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of

Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself. There were together Simon Peter, and

Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.

Acts 1:4,8 – And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they

should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith

he, ye have heard of me…But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come

upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and

in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

John 14:23; 15:16 – Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep

my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our

abode with him…Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that

ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit shall remain: that whatsoever ye

shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.
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Christ Indwelling His Body

Then came The Day of Pentecost when Christ indwelt His Body. And He hasn’t left it

yet! He hasn’t forsaken it! He hasn’t gone somewhere else. It’s still His Body: He still

lives in it! If it weren’t for Him, His Body wouldn’t exist, because only that in which He

lives can be called His Body. But who is living? It is THE FIRSTBORN WHO IS

LIVING: The One Whom God hath raised up out from among the dead. And those in

whom He is living are heirs and joint heirs with Him because they are One with Him in

that they have no Life but Him. And my point is: does “The Son” ever really, anywhere

in the Bible, refer to anyone but Christ? No, it never does. Not only when Isaac was

being talked about, but when Solomon was being talked about as well. Look at the

words in 1 Chronicles 28:5, “And of all my sons, (for the Lord hath given me many

sons,) he hath CHOSEN  Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the

Lord over Israel.” And it is clear to anyone, even from that Old Covenant reference that

He is talking about Christ here. But it becomes even more clear when that is confirmed

in the New Covenant scripture. Jesus Himself said, “… and, behold, a greater than

Solomon is here.” (Matthew 12:42) Yes, a greater than Solomon has come. A greater

than the Temple is here! He is The Son; He is the Only Begotten of The Father, and He

is the Firstborn from among the dead!

Acts 2:1,2 – And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one

accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing

mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

Hebrews 13:5 – Let your conversation be without covetousness, and be content with

such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

Romans 8:9 – And if children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so

be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

John 5:39,46 – Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they

are they which testify of me…For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me:

for he wrote of me.

Hebrews 10:7 – Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to

do thy will, O God.
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Pt. 4 – Possessing The Inheritance

Who He Is

So we’ll continue looking with regard to the inheritance belonging to the firstborn.

Galatians 3:16, “ Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not,

And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” The promises

are to Christ. The question came to my mind: why does the inheritance belong to

Christ? It belongs to Him because of Who He is. It isn’t His because of what He’s done,

and yet in an overview it is what He has done. But what He has done is simply Who He

is. So it isn’t something outside of Himself that He has done to merit being the firstborn.

The inheritance is His because of Who He is, not simply what He has done. And I say

that for this reason: there’s NOTHING you and I can do to merit the inheritance. We see

in movies or on Television, scenes of an old man or woman about to die and all the heirs

are gathered around and everybody is trying to be nice to the old person. You know – so

they can get “their cut of the pie.”

Nothing We Can Do

But there’s NOTHING you can do! It is not in the doing of things that you possess the

inheritance. It is not in the doing of things that Christ has the inheritance: it is because

of Who He is. Look at Isaac. Why was Isaac the heir? Because of who he was. He was

the seed promised of God; he was the seed given of God. He wasn’t the result of

Abraham’s effort. And I’ve noticed in ministry that if it’s a result of my effort, it won’t

last long. Now, do you not exercise effort? I exercise effort in everything that goes on –

in my traveling, in my sharing. But it is NOT by the doing of something that I am

possessing anything. It is in the doing of the travelling that I am able to share what I

possess in Christ! And I look at the fellowship that the Lord has raised up in the

knowledge of His Son and I am able to know that it is not by my efforts. No, it is

according to His working that worketh mightily in us.  “Whereunto I also labour,

striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.” (Colossians 1:29)

And the effort comes on my part in SHARING what The Lord has done, rather than

trying to do it. It is in serving and being obedient to that.

Hebrews 1:3,4 – Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his

person, and upholding all things by the word of his power… Being made so much better

than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.

Genesis 12:7; 17:19; 21:2,3 – And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy

seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord who appeared
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unto him…And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed: and thou shalt

call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting

covenant, and with his seed after him…For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son

in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. And Abraham called the

name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac.

Zechariah 4:6 – Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the

Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the

Lord of hosts.

Our Relationship To The Father

So He is the heir because of Who He is, and we have been seeing that He is The Son.

“… Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.”(Hebrews 1:5) Unto who else has

He ever said that? Not angel, not messenger, not prophet, not priest, not King – nobody!

It is always directed toward, and fulfilled in The Son. Now, He is not only The Eternal

Son of God: He is that, and in that we have great security. But in relation to you and I,

He is firstborn from among the dead. That’s the only way WE can have relation with

our Father. For instance, John sees Him and writes in the beginning of his gospel: “ In

the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The

same was in the beginning with God.” (John 1:1,2) In the beginning – God! How do we

ever approach that? We can’t have relationship with that! There’s no way we can

approach that. But John goes on: verse 14, “ And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt

among us…” But beyond that - and it has to get beyond that. It has to go beyond Jesus

walking on earth for 33 years, or ministering for 3 ½ years. It has to go beyond that: and

He certainly took it beyond that. Our relationship with God, our relationship with Christ

is not based upon Who He is from the beginning. It is not based upon His deity. That

becomes the security of our relationship, but that is not the basis. We could not ascend

to that and approach that; we could not approach Him in that position. We could not

approach Him like that. The scriptures say no man can see God and live!

Exodus 33:20 – And he said, Thou canst not see my face; for there shall no man see me,

and live.

A Way Provided

There had to be One who was obedient unto death, even the death of The Cross. There

had to be in God not only the desire to have a household, a creation, a fellowship, a

family: there had to be a commitment toward that as well. There had to be a WAY;

there had to be a way provided. Yes, the very Son Himself had to become willing – not
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only to become man, but as man – to DIE! Our relationship with God, begins with

Christ at The CROSS! It was at The Cross where He made Himself available, accessible

to you and me. Our first relationship with Him is NOT in His Life; not in His

supremacy; is not in His deity; is not in His awesomeness. Our first relationship with

Him is where it had to be: where we were. IN HIS DEATH is where we have our first

relationship with Him. He PROVIDES for us a Death. Yes, that is The Door unto Life,

but He provides for us a death. And you cannot have Life without coming that Way! He

provides that. And what a cost in the Godhead! What a cost! We think WE pay cost! We

don’t pay cost. What does it cost you? What does it cost me?

Philippians 2:8 – And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became

obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Ephesians 3:11 – According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus

our Lord.

Hebrews 2:9,14 – But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should

taste death for every man… Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and

blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might

destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.

Romans 6:3,4 – Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were

baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that

like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also

should walk in newness of life.

John 12:24 – Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground

and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

The Cost

People are always talking about “the cost”, and I’m always saying… what?… where?…

what cost? Now the scriptures mention the sufferings. “For I reckon that the sufferings

of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be

revealed in us.” (Romans 8:18) Yes, the suffering is the laying down of our own life,

and it’s very real, but then on the other hand it’s NOT worthy to be compared with the

glory! It doesn’t make it any less real, but so many times we focus on “the cost” And in

reference to what I just said, well…. it cost me my life! But what life did I have? I’m

dead as a doornail! What is the “life” that I had? Dead in sin… separated from God?

What kind of a “life” is that? Really – what is the cost? No, the cost was in God! The
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cost was for Life to come to death: to experience death. The cost was for The Son, Who

in the beginning was The Word. He was with God, was God. The cost was for The Son

to separate Himself out from God! Yes, there’s where the separation was suffered.

There had never been a separation there before. There never could be a separation

without a Divine Will decreeing it!

2 Corinthians 5:14 – For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that

if one died for all, then were all dead.

Matthew 27:46 – And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli,

Eli, lama sabachthani? That is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

John 10:30 – I and my Father are one.

Isaiah 53:10,11 – Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when

thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his

days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail

of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify

many: for he shall bear their iniquities.

Acts 2:23 – Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,

ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.

Finding Your Inheritance

No one else could have decreed it. No one else could have invaded that Oneness, and

that ought to thrill you and I because it is that One that we have been brought into by

The One who said I died once; I will never do this again. WE have been brought right

into that union. “ That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that

they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”(John

17:21) It is there that you begin to find your inheritance. The inheritance is there, and no

one can invade there. No one ever could. But so that The Father would have a

HOUSEHOLD – not just a house, but a household, He was willing to provide The Way

in and of Himself. “…God shall provide himself a sacrifice…”(Genesis 22:8) Those

words spoken by Abraham were fulfilled in THE LORD JESUS CHRIST!

Romans 6:10 – For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth

unto God.

Hebrews 9:28 – So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that

look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.
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Acts 2:27 – Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine

Holy One to see corruption.

Ephesians 2:19 – Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but

fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God.

Firstborn Among Many Brethren

So not only is He The Eternal Son of God, but in relation to us He is FIRSTBORN. It is

there WE are able to come into the picture. Because as surely as He is firstborn, He is

firstborn among many brethren, because He is firstborn for that reason. He is raised up

from among the dead, that He might turn to the dead and say – ‘Now, would you live?’

“I am the resurrection and the life…” (John 11:25) Yes, The resurrection of the dead is

CHRIST living in you. We’ve said the dead have NO resurrection in and of themselves:

just so that dead can “live again”. That’s not God’s plan. The resurrection of the dead is

The Person of Christ. He’s the ONLY resurrection; He’s the ONLY Life. He is raised

up. He, who was unapproachable, made Himself approachable: made Himself to be The

Door, The Way, The Truth, The Life unto The Father. And He turns and says: He Who

was raised up out from among the dead turns and says to the dead who would hear His

voice: ‘Would you live? I AM the resurrection. I AM the life.”

Hebrews 2:10-13 – For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all

things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect

through sufferings, For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of

one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy

name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee, And

again, I will put my trust in him, And again, Behold I and the children which God hath

given me.

Romans 8:29 – For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to

the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

John 5:25 – Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the

dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.

He Shares The Inheritance

He became firstborn that He might be firstborn among many brethren who live by Him;

many brethren. He became firstborn that He might share the inheritance. As firstborn
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the inheritance was given to Him: everything He laid aside was given to Him again –

the robe, the crown, the shoes, the fulness. It pleased God to exalt Him and give Him all

fulness. In the Resurrection it was all returned. “ John 17:5, “ And now, O Father,

glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world

was.” Not with something He didn’t have: glorify Me with Thine Own Self! Oh yes,

unto Him belongeth the inheritance, the fulness, the robe, the crown. But you see the

nature of the inheritance is that it is there to SHARE. And it had to be laid down before

it could be taken up again and shared with the many. Now there’s deep theology to that,

but the point is He had to die (for we could not approach Him in His deity) that we

might approach Him in His death. After His death, and after we are partakers of Him in

His death, then it is in fact no longer I, but CHRIST who liveth in me. I am not now

approaching God as a soul – independently. Now I approach the Father as One in whom

the very Spirit dwells. Now not as soul, but now in the spirit of Christ. He becomes our

approach to The Father. I approach Him as one who has no life: “…for no man can see

God ( and man is a soul) and live.” (Exodus 33:20)  And that is true, but if we be dead

with Christ we also live by Him. (Romans 6:8,11)

Philippians 2:8,9 – And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and

became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath

highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name.

Colossians 1:19 – For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell.

Galatians 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ

liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Access By The Spirit of Christ

Well, we have come by His death, and we approach Him as those who understand it is

Not I, but Christ. And in that Spirit of Christ, and by that Spirit of Christ we have access

to God because The Father and The Son are One! It is One Spirit, and that Spirit now

dwells in you, giving your soul access to God because God is that very Spirit dwelling

in you. Now what have YOU done to merit that? No – it is a gift of God! It was God’s

desire to “tabernacle’ in a people. Yes, and He has accomplished that by The Cross:

through The Son – the death, the burial, the resurrection. Not only is He that Eternal

Son, but in relation to us He is the firstborn.

Hebrews 4:14,16 – Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession… Let us therefore come
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boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in

time of need.

Hebrews 10:19-22 – Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the

blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the

veil, that is to say, his flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God; Let us

draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from

an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

1 Corinthians 6:17 – But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

Romans 8:9-11 – But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of

God dwell in you, Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if

Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the spirit is life because of

righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you,

he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his

Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Ephesians 2:8,9 – For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it

is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Exodus 15:17 – Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine

inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the

Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established.

Exodus 25:8 – And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.

Revelation 21:3 – And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the

tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his

people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

God Desired Sons

Psalm 89:26-29, “ He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my

salvation. Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth. My

mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him. His

seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven.”  This is

the position that Eternal Son took that WE might be heirs with Him. You see, the true

nature of God is that He share all that He is: not what He’s got, but all that He is! So He

has to bring forth a whole creation with whom He can do that. And He has to bring that

creation forth in a certain way in order to be able to do that. I'm sure that He could share
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“things” with the angels, but He could not live in them because they were created of

God; not born of God. He wanted something born of God – firstborn. And the wisdom

of God said if it is firstborn then it cannot be simply a man created of Me with a

breathed in soul. No, if it’s firstborn it must live by Me: I must live in it! I must raise it

up: it must have no life but Me. And the wisdom of God devised the plan, and the Lamb

was slain from the foundation of the world. See, we want to make all of the business of

the Cross centered around SIN. No, sin is dealt with there, but The Cross is a plan of

God to fulfil the desire of His heart: a way by which He could live in you and in me: a

way by which we could have no Life but Him. Now the theology of that goes deep, but

there’s a lot more dealt with at The Cross than just sin or sinners. There’s a greater

purpose. God was adequately dealing with sin by the Law. What He could NOT have by

the Law was SONS. He was able to bestow forgiveness by animal sacrifices, but what

He could not do was make perfect; bring forth any perfection, bring forth anything like

Himself, under the Law.

Genesis 2:7 – And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed

into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

1 Peter 1:19,20 – (Redeemed) But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb

without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of

the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.

Hebrews 9:22 – And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without

shedding of blood is no remission.

Hebrews 7:19; 10:1 – For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better

hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God…For the law having a shadow of good

things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices

which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.

A Greater Death

No – that took THE CROSS! That took a greater death than animals. That took Christ

dying that we might enter in by that death. Why? So that God may resurrect us in His

own Spirit, by His own Life. So that God may live in us; so that we have no Life but

God! And so that we can approach Him not merely as souls, but through and by and in

His very Own-ness – His very Spirit! This is what it is to be firstborn. So, Romans 8:29,

“ For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of

his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.”
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Romans 6:4,5 – Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should

walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death,

we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.

1 John 5:12 – He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath

not life.

Having The Preeminence

Now having still to do with the firstborn, look at Colossians 1:13-18, “ Who hath

delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his

dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were

all things created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,

whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were

created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the

dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.”  That in all things HE might

have the preeminence. Having the preeminence over death over hell, over the grave!

None of that could hold Him or keep Him. And not only that: He was able to set

captivity free, and bring them forth in His own resurrection. Preeminence – in all things!

Where is it that He has not preeminence? Where is it that He is NOT Lord of Lords and

King of Kings? This is the One with whom WE have to do! This is the One with whom

WE have union through His very own Living Spirit! Oh my!

Revelation 1:18 – I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for

evermore. Amen, and have the keys of hell and of death.

Acts 2:24 – Whom God hath raised up (Christ), having loosed the pains of death:

because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.

Ephesians 4:8 – Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity

captive, and gave gifts unto men.

Hebrews 2:15 – And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime

subject to bondage.

Revelation 19:16 – And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING

OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.
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1 Corinthians 6:17 – But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

Divine Decree

This brings us to the question: how is it that He is the firstborn. Accepting that He is

The Son, accepting that He is firstborn: how is it that He is firstborn? By what act of

God? By Divine decree. See, we have so many in various “movements” – Kingdom,

Sonship, Deeper Life movements, that are declaring that THEY ARE something, by

some decree or another. They’ve gathered around and laid hands on each other, and

made a decree – and called it Divine, and now they are that thing. Well, it doesn’t come

that way. There is a decree concerning Him all right, but it’s based upon a Divine

action. By what Divine action, by what ministry of The Spirit? By what act of God is He

firstborn from among the dead? And the answer is of course, BY RESURRECTION.

By Resurrection He is firstborn from among the dead. We see this in Psalm 2:6,7, “ Yet

have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the Lord hath

said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.” Yes, the decree is

declared with regard to Him, but it is based upon an ACTION. “…this day have I

begotten thee.” Now what is that all about?

Hebrews 7:21,28 – (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath

by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for

ever after the order of Melchisedec:)…for the law maketh men high priests which have

infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is

consecrated for evermore.

Accessibility

Is that with reference to the Virgin Mary? No it is not. That is not where He is firstborn.

There is where the angels sang ‘Hosanna, Hosanna to the highest.’ (Luke 2:13,14) Yes,

God has come in the flesh. Yes, no doubt about that; but firstborn is not from Virgin

birth. Firstborn is out from among the dead, and He had not even entered that yet! As

Virgin born He was still inaccessible, but you say “He called His disciples.” He did, but

they could only know Him in the flesh. How accessible was He? He had to talk to them

in parables. He had to explain everything He said, and they still couldn’t understand it!

Time and time again He inferred that the day is coming when you will be able to

understand all things that I have said. With severe rebuke He told Peter, “…Get thee

behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be

of God, but those that be of men.” (Matthew 16:23) How accessible was He in the

flesh? He was NOT accessible at all! We ought to stop and think about that for awhile.

Not at all! He could NOT dwell in them; they could NOT dwell in Him. There was NO
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accessibility at all! But He had come in the flesh for the purpose of giving accessibility.

He was born to die. Oh yes, that little baby has to die! That little baby is marked with

death! Look at Isaiah 9:6, “for unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given…” The

child born had to die. He was born under the law of a woman. He was born to die. The

Son was given by resurrection from among the dead.  The Firstborn is the Son in

Resurrection.

John 1:14 – And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we behold his

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

Galatians 4:4 – But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made

of a woman, made under the law.

2 Corinthians 5:16 – Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though

we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.

Matthew 13:13,34,35  - Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see

not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand…All these things spake

Jesus unto the multitude in parables, and without a parable spake he not unto them:

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth

in parables: I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the

world.

John 14:20 – At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in

you.

Hebrews 2:9,14 – But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should

taste death for every man… Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and

blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might

destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.

Luke 2:28-32,34 – Then he took him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord,

now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have

seen thy salvation, Which thou has prepared before the face of all people; A light to

lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel… and Simeon blessed them, and

said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many

in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against.
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By Resurrection

That’s it. You can just take a Cross and plant it right in the middle of that whole scene.

Yes, He had to die. By what act is He firstborn? By Resurrection. Romans 1:4, “ And

declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the

resurrection from the dead.” That is raised out – out from among the dead. Romans

8:29, “ “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.” Colossians

1:18, “And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn

from among the dead: that in all things he might have the preeminence.” He’s the

beginning because He’s the firstborn from among the dead: which means that all the rest

have to come out from among the dead too. And that means that all the rest have to

come by Resurrection also. But HE IS THE RESURRECTION. He who was raised up

of The Father, is made unto us The Resurrection and The Life because there’s only

ONE who lives, and He’s got to live in you or you can’t live. It’s not you living also:

it’s HIM living in you! We must see this. He is firstborn by Resurrection. He is the only

One God has ever raised up from among the dead, and made Him to be the Resurrection

of the dead. Those who would live, must live by Him. “ … no man cometh to the

Father, but by me.” (John 14:6)

Romans 6:4 – Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should

walk in newness of life.

1 John 5:11 – And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life

is in his Son.

John 14:19 – Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because

I live, ye shall live also.

The Body of Christ

Yes, it’s NOT by manmade decree. No sir, it’s by Resurrection. You are not The Body

of Christ because somebody laid hands on you and prophesied it to you. You are The

Body of Christ because The Resurrection lives in you, and you live by Him. You are

The Body of Christ because you have no other Life than Christ! You are raised OUT

from among the dead. You are NOT converted. God is not after converts. Religion is

after converts, but God wants nothing to do with them. God is after firstborn: firstborn,

out from among the dead. “Christ, who is the beginning…” (Colossians 1:18) He is the

beginning in that He is firstborn. And all that come after Him are born OF Him. That’s

the mystery of it. See, not firstborn and then a whole lot of “born ones” as well. We
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know there are other born ones, but they are all born of HIM because they are one Spirit

with Him. God was not after another bunch of Adamites. God wasn’t interested in just

having another bunch of souls: even cleaned up souls. No – God is after the increase of

HIMSELF, the increase of HIS SEED, for therein is the INHERITANCE. Hebrews

1:5,6, “ For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, THIS DAY

have I begotten thee? And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world he

saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.” THIS DAY. Yes, in that He became

obedient unto death, “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a

name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of

things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth.” (Philippians 2:9,10)

Galatians 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ

liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

1 Peter 1:23 – Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the

word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

John 3:6- That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is

spirit.

Hebrews 2:11 – For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one:

for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren.

Genesis 1:12,24 – And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his

kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw

that it was good…and God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his

kind, cattle, and creeping things, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.

Romans 14:11 – For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall confess to God.

Again – Second Advent

Now as to the “again” in Hebrews 1:6, “ And again, when he bringeth in the

firstbegotten into the world…” The New Kings James, as well as other versions say

“when He again brings the firstborn into the world”: this is Him bringing in “again” and

that is by RESURRECTION. Now there is great debate among scholars as to whether it

is what the dispensationalists would call “the Second Advent” or whether it is The

Resurrection. Well, let’s say there is a “Second Advent” (although I don’t believe that):

the firstborn is NOT out of the sky, out of heaven. Firstborn has to be from among the
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dead. Even if there was a “Second Advent”, it is NOT when He brings the firstborn in

again. That’s by Resurrection. And that’s how He brings YOU in again also: you who

were once dead in sin, in your first creation. He brings you AGAIN. The word there

means “newness”. Nicodemus, “ … Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born

AGAIN, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3) You must be born again – from

above – NEWNESS. He brings you by Resurrection also: the true Resurrection of the

dead – CHRIST HIMSELF! Yes, the beginning of His Body, the Head; the beginning of

His Body, The Church. “And He is the head of the body, the church: who is the

beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the

preeminence.” (Colossians 1:18) I guess so – everything that lives, lives BY HIM! and

that which doesn’t live by Him – does NOT live!

Ephesians 2:1,5 – And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins…

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye

are saved;)

1 John 5:12 – He that hath the Son hath life: and he that hath not the Son of God hath

not life.

He Is Exalted

Psalm 97:6-9, “ The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory.

Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols:

worship him, all ye gods. Zion heard, and was glad, and the daughters of Judah

rejoiced because of thy judgments, O Lord. For thou, Lord, art high above all the earth:

thou are exalted far above all gods.”  And the word “gods” is translated in the Hebrew

as “angels or spirit beings.” Now Philippians 2:8-11, “ And being found in fashion as a

man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above

every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and

things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  This is the fulfillment of what we

read in Psalm 97. That was speaking of this incident, this time. People read this and say

that means everybody has to become Christians. No, that isn’t what it is saying. It is an

answer to Psalm 97. It isn’t talking about everybody coming to be saved; it’s talking

about that One God exalted in The Resurrection: by raising Him up who was obedient

unto death. God raised Him up, and set HIM higher than every principality, every

authority, every angel that would be God: all that rebelled in heaven and tried to ascend

above the Throne of God. He exalted HIS SON above all so that things in heaven and

earth and under the earth – every knee had to confess HE IS LORD! HE IS THE

LORD!!
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Ephesians 1:20,21 – Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead,

and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and

power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world,

but also in that which is to come.

Isaiah 14:12-14 – How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How

art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in

thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I

will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend

above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

Jude 6 – And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he

hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgement of the great day.

The Wisdom of God That Day

Well yes, “…for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” (1

Corinthians 2:8); because doing that accomplished the whole plan of God. It was not

only the supreme and eternal exaltation of The Son, but a WAY for you and me; a

WAY for God to have a creation, a people in Whom He might dwell. The wisdom of

God THAT DAY proved to be greater than all of the wisdom of men, and He made the

wisdom of men as utter foolishness! “Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are

perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to

nought.” (1 Corinthians 2:6) This is that to which Paul is referring in 1 Corinthians

2:1,2, “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of

wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any

thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” This is the true wisdom of God,

and it confounds all the foolishness of men, and brings the wisdom of men to nothing!

This is the true wisdom of God – the preaching of THE CROSS! This is the hidden

wisdom of God which is NOW revealed. The act by which God gets His firstborn is by

and through The Resurrection.

Revelation 21:3 – And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the

tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his

people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

1 Corinthians 1:18,25 – For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish

foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God…Because the

foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
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Ephesians 3:9,10 – And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which

from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus

Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places

might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.

Colossians 1:26 – Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from

generations, but now is made manifest to his saints.

He Brings Us In

We are going to look at 1 Corinthians 15, remembering that it is through this firstborn

from among the dead that WE have access into the heavens; that WE have access to the

inheritance; that WE become those with whom HE shares. That just thrills my soul!

Those with whom He shares all things – all the fulness of Himself. He brings us not into

a lesser place, but into the place where He Himself dwells we dwell in Him. Now isn’t

that better than God giving you some kind of a house – no matter how glorious it would

be? Isn’t it better that God has made YOU His house? Isn’t that better? Sure it is, but

you know the carnal mind about the inheritance: everybody is going to have a different

size house, a different size mansion depending upon how much “good works” they did.

We say it’s their reward: they deserve it. That’s such a sad misinterpretation of not only

the individual scriptures, but the whole thought of God! No, in the very beginning of

God’s dealings with Israel it is said in Exodus 15:17, as part of the song of Moses; part

of the song of redemption, “ Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of

thine inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for THEE to dwell in, in

the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established. The Lord shall reign for ever

and ever.”  This is what He has provided in Christ Jesus. It is the joy of His heart to

provide His fulness! This is the inheritance that is yours – if we would simply turn to

know Him, and to possess that that is in Him.

Hebrews 4:14,16 – Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession… Let us therefore come

boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in

time of need.

John 14: 3 – And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you

unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

1 Corinthians 1:9 – God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his

Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
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2 Corinthians 6:16 – And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are

the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

The Resurrection Which Is Christ

But in 1 Corinthians 15 Paul is speaking concerning The Resurrection: The Resurrection

by which we are raised up out from among the dead; that Resurrection which is

CHRIST. The whole theme of 1 Corinthians 15 is Christ The Resurrection and the

Resurrection of His Body. One time I was studying this chapter and often The Lord just

reasons with me. And He just spoke into my heart and said, ‘son, whose death is this

anyway?’ I was looking at this chapter and it’s confusing when the wrong one is trying

to get resurrected here. And the Spirit of The Lord said, ‘Who died? Whose death is

this?’ And I had to say, ‘Lord – YOU did! It’s YOUR death.’ And then the question

came: ‘Then whose resurrection is this? Whose Body is being raised up here? In whom

do I live? To whom am I The Resurrection?’ And this began to boom in me! Whose

body is being raised up? And I realized this is Paul teaching The Resurrection of HIS

Body, the Body of Christ, which is The Church! There’s not “bodies” involved here.

There’s just ONE BODY involved here! And how clear then this chapter became.

Ephesians 1:22,23 –And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head

over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him, that filleth all in all.

The True Resurrection

1 Corinthians 15:16, “ For if the dead rise not…” Now we’re not saying the dead don’t

raise, and Paul wasn’t either. He’s just saying the dead are going to raise BY CHRIST.

“For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised, your

faith is vain: ye are yet in your sins.” And if we’re going around saying Christ is our

Life, and He’s not, we’re all in big trouble! See, when Paul was arguing The

Resurrection, his foundation, his argument was always CHRIST – NOT Abraham, not

Isaac, not Jacob. No it was Christ, because Christ is the True Resurrection. If HE is not

raised, nobody is raised; because He is the Resurrection of all or He’s the Resurrection

of none! That’s the real reasoning here. But if you come in here with a carnal mindset or

a dispensational mindset trying to get dirt bodies worked into this, then it gets confusing

because it just ceases to make sense. Paul isn’t crazy: he’s presenting the TRUE

Resurrection, and Paul knows it was this Resurrection that was promised to the Jews.

And the argument behind this, history tells us, was that the Corinthians, a Gentile

church, are trying just to shut the Jews out of everything; not just the unbelieving Jews,

they just wanted to get rid of the whole concept of Israel. Well, The Church IS the
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concept of Israel: The Church IS the Israel of God! Paul wanted then to understand that

Salvation was first promised to the Jews and then the Gentiles.  Salvation is for both

Jew and Gentile, but the Resurrection is neither Jew nor Gentile, but ONE NEW MAN

IN CHRIST.

Ezekiel 37:3-6 – And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I

answered, O Lord God, thou knowest. Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these

bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus saith the

Lord God unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall

live: And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you

with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the Lord.

Isaiah 60:1 – Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon

thee.

Ephesians 3:4-6 – Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the

mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it

is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles

should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by

the gospel.

Israel And The Church

When God dealt with Israel under the Old Covenant, it was The Church He had in view.

With God Israel and The Church are NOT two separate things, but one thing fulfilled IN

CHRIST. But here are these Gentiles saying the Jews just missed it: they don’t have a

resurrection. Paul wasn’t arguing that the Jews YET had a resurrection. He was saying

their resurrection was CHRIST. Their resurrection still is CHRIST if they would come

to receive Christ. And if you are saying they don’t have a resurrection, or that the

resurrection promised to the Jews is no good, that there is no resurrection of the dead:

then what you are actually saying is that Christ didn’t raise up. Because HE IS The

Resurrection that was promised to them, and because He was promised to them, He is

also extended to you, because Salvation is of the Jews. The fact that they rejected it

doesn’t nullify it. It just means that it is for all who receive. He says this again in

Romans 11: that their rejection was your good fortune. Now he doesn’t mean to say by

that they had to reject it or you couldn’t be saved; as if there wouldn’t be enough room

for both of you in Christ. He’s simply saying that by their rejection the Gospel came to

be preached to you. And we know that is true.
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John 1:11,12 – He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as

received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that

believe on his name.

John 4:22 – Ye worship ye know not what; we know what we worship: for salvation is of

the Jews.

Romans 9:4 – Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and

the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises.

Romans 3:3,4 – For what if some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the faith of

God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar…

Romans 11:11,12,15,25,30-32 – I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall?

God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to

provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the

diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?…For if

the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of

them be, but life from the dead?…For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant

of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is

happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in…for as ye in times past

have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: Even so

have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.

For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.

Acts 13:46 – Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the

word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and

judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.
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Pt. 5 – The Plurality Of One

Relating To Him

We want to look again at the question of how do we as believers relate to Christ in view

of the inheritance. We have said that the inheritance belongs to the firstborn. It’s HIS:

He alone is The Son, He alone is the firstborn. How do we relate to Him? How do we

relate to Christ with regard to the inheritance?  We don’t take it away from Him. We

don’t break in and steal it. How is it ours? We saw that he is firstborn, and He was

appointed firstborn because He “… became obedient unto death, even the death of the

cross.” (Philippians 2:8) And He was “…raised up out from the dead by the glory of the

Father…” (Romans 6:4) He is declared to be the firstborn BY RESURRECTION. And

we saw that Resurrection is OUR Resurrection: that Christ being raised up of The

Father then becomes The Resurrection of those who would live by Him. There is but

ONE Resurrection, but unto the first man it is death, it is damnation, it is condemnation,

but unto those in Christ, it is glory, and righteousness and Life!

Romans 1:4 – And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.

John 14:19 – Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because

I live, ye shall live also.

One Resurrection

There is only ONE RESURRECTION. A lot of people look in the scriptures and say

there’s going to be this resurrection of the ungodly and the resurrection of the godly;

and there’s this resurrection and that resurrection. But Jesus says, “ …I am the

resurrection…” (John 11:25) and you can’t get more than ONE resurrection out of that!

Now that may just be too simple for Bible theologians, but it just makes sense to me. I

know He is raised up by The Father. I know The Father sacrificed a Son and raised up a

Son. I know, that, that commitment was there between The Father and The Son before

the foundation of the world, I know that God raised Him up, and that there was a reason

for raising Him up out from among the dead. He raised Him up as firstborn – firstborn

from among the dead, but “…firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:29) The

whole purpose of this Cross “experience” with Christ – His death, burial and

resurrection was that He could bring forth many after His own kind; that He could share

the inheritance, because the nature of the inheritance is to share it. The inheritance is no

good unless it’s shared. We need to remember that! What good is a seed without

increase?
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John 5:28,29 – Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the

graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the

resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

Revelation 20:13 – And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell

delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according

to their works.

Hebrews 2:10,11 – For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all

things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect

through sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of

one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren.

Purpose – Increase

Now we can have a chair, and that chair has some purpose whether it ever duplicates

itself or not. But the firstborn doesn’t, because the firstborn was raised up with only one

thing in mind: INCREASE. Firstfruits implies HARVEST. Firstborn implies many

brethren – increase. The whole purpose of Christ being raised up out from among the

dead was that He could be The Resurrection of the dead who would hear His Voice.

This was God’s Way, God’s Wisdom of having many sons, yet all who are ONE. And

that’s what I want us to see: THE PLURALITY OF ONE. How are we included in the

inheritance? We are The Plurality of One! Oh my, we really need The Spirit of God to

reach down deep in our souls so that we could get a hold of this. And we must get a hold

of this, because it will release you into the liberty of knowing what is yours and why:

who you are and why: what you are and why, and by whom. So you would know you

are not a thief in the House of God, trying to sneak in by the window. No, not at all.

You are there in that you are ONE WITH HIM! AND THE WHOLE WORK OF THE

CROSS WAS TO ACHIEVE THAT PURPOSE!

John 12:24 – Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground

and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

John 5:25 – Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the

dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.

Galatians 5:1 – Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,

and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.
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John 17:21-23 – That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that

they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the

glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are

one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one: and that the world

may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

God’s Purpose

Why? Because that’s what God wanted; that’s what God was after. Not just a Son, but

“even My FIRSTBORN.” Why? Because there is the harvest – firstfruits. 1 Corinthians

15:20, “ But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that

slept.” Verse 23, “ But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they

that are Christ’s at his coming (presence).” The whole purpose of Christ being raised up

from among the dead was that He could turn to the dead and say “ …I am the

resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he

live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die…”(John 11:25,26)

Hallelujah! My – THE PLURALITY OF ONE! That’s what this Seed is. When the Seed

falls into the ground and dies and comes forth as firstfruit it is the same thing. The Seed

is The Son who fell into the ground and died. But you’ve got to be firstfruit of

something. Firstborn of MANY: yet the mystery of it is that the many are all ONE!

Firstfruits of a harvest. Yes, the mystery is the harvest is all ONE SEED. There’s the

mystery, and that’s what The Lord has to really reveal in our souls. He has to reveal

HIM whose increase WE ARE. He has to reveal HIM whose we are: He has to reveal

HIM whose Body we are, whose Church we are, whose increase we are: HIM whose

WE ARE!

Ephesians 1:11, 23 – In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being

predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel

of his own will…(the church) Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

Ephesians 3:4-6 – Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the

mystery of Christ. Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it

is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles

should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by

the gospel.

Seeing Him

It won’t work to see yourself because you are not your own. You are not your own: you

have no life of your own. That’s an imagination, that’s futility. That will run its course



89

and leave you empty, so that doesn’t work. People are trying to figure that out. They are

trying to figure out what is the Church by looking at the Church: by examining one

another. No, that won’t work. You can only figure out whose Body this is by looking at

THE FACE. That’s the reason why when somebody robs a bank, they don’t put a sack

over their feet. They cover up their head! They cover up their head because the identity

is there – in the face. “But we all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the

Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the

Lord.” (2 Corinthians 3:18) Why? “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of

darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of

God in the FACE of Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6) Not in the HAND of Jesus Christ

– in the FACE of Jesus Christ. How do you know whose Body we are? Because HE is

revealed in you. You see the Face: God puts a Face on His Body. God puts a Head on

His Body, and His Body by seeing the Face knows who we are and whose we are.

“When Christ, who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.”

(Colossians 3:4) When He is revealed then we know we are with Him: we are ONE with

Him! Yes, you know that by seeing HIM. You don’t know that by examining the Body.

1 Corinthians 6:19,20 – What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy

Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are

bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are

God’s.

2 Corinthians 4:5 – For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus our Lord; and

ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.

Church Order – Head First

I’m amazed at people today teaching on “Church order”. Because they don’t start with

the Head! Their only interest is how to set five “fingers” in operation – ‘The Hand

Ministry’, the Five-Fold Ministry. Someone told me that once and I said, Well, your

foot has five toes, why don’t you call it The Foot Ministry? That whole idea is silly. If

you want to set something in order you need to start with THE HEAD. First you need to

see WHOSE it is. Start with the Head. There’s no order if you just start with the neck

down! That’s what we do throughout the Church – we examine the members, and we

never come to see The Head. Well, The Plurality of One is the way we have access into

the inheritance. You can’t break in and steal it. You have to come through The Door!
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Colossians 2:18,19 – Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and

worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed

up by his fleshly mind, And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and

bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of

God.

Ephesians 4:11,15,16 – And he gave some, apostles, and some, prophets; and some,

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers… But speaking the truth in love, may grow

up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body

fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the

effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the

edifying of itself in love.

God Raises One Son

That’s the whole principle of the parables of Jesus. We don’t understand 99.5% of the

parables that Jesus gave! We come through The Door. Entering in through The Door is

entering in through The Blood. It’s being baptized into Him. It’s coming forth in The

Resurrection. The Resurrection in which we come forth is HIM. He’s raised up first.

God raising up The Son is a unique act of God that is never, ever duplicated. He raises

up ONE Son: that One Son then becomes The Life of many. See, we think that Christ is

just one among many who are raised up of God. No, He’s the ONLY One raised up of

God. All the rest is raised up BY Him: simply by Him living in us. “…quickened us

together with Christ…raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places

in Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:5,6) Together with what? Together with Christ – together

in Christ, in the heavenlies; together with one another. Together as ONE: The Plurality

of One.

Romans 6:3,4 – Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were

baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that

like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also

should walk in newness of life.

John 3:13 – And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from

heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.

God Dealing With The Body

God sees the increase of ONE SON: the increase of ONE SEED. God always looks to

the Face first. He may deal with the Body, but He deals with the Body as it is identified
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with the Head. He isn’t going to deal with the body of an Adam or an Ishmael. He deals

with the Body because it is the Body of His Son: He deals with us in union with His

Son. He deals with us as those who live in His Son He deals with us as One Son. You

and I need to understand that. We read in Exodus 13:2, “ Sanctify unto me all the

firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both man and of

beast: it is mine.” Now remember that “all” equals the whole. All the firstborn equals

ONE. All = One; that’s just a little equation. That will help you when you are dealing

with “all things in Christ” because they have all been summed up and come to their full

identity IN HIM. And actually the Hebrew and Greek translations mean the whole of the

matter, the collective whole. So He is saying all the firstborn. And I’ve said it is not

translated firstbornS (plural). No – it’s just a firstborn. That’s how we come to relate to

Him with the inheritance. Christianity hasn’t realized it, but you can not claim the

inheritance and yet live as other than Him, or as by other than Him. No, you can’t do

that, but Christianity doesn’t see that. Christianity just says you are saved and a child of

God, and Jesus is sitting somewhere… and one of these days you are going to die and

you are going to go to heaven… and God has an inheritance there for you.

1 Corinthians 12:12,27 – For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the

members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ…Now ye are the

body of Christ, and members in particular.

Hebrews 12:5-8 – And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as

unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou

art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son

whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for

what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastening, whereof

all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.

Ephesians 1:10 – That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather

together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth;

even in him.

Inheritance Belongs To Christ

No, that’s NOT true! This inheritance belongs to Christ. And even if the

dispensationalists and that fairy tale story were correct, even on its own basis it doesn’t

make sense. You only have an inheritance through your union with Him. The

inheritance belongs to the firstborn, so you can’t say you’ve got an inheritance and at

the same time not understand that you have that inheritance because you have no life but

Christ. You can’t by living your own life think that you’ve got your own inheritance.
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The inheritance is not ours that way. How do we relate to Him in His inheritance?

Because we are The Plurality of One: because we have no Life but Christ!

Ephesians 1:18 – The eyes of your understanding being enlightened: that ye may know

what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the

saints.

Galatians 2:20 - … not I, but Christ liveth in me…

2 Corinthians 5:15 – And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth

live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.

The Church is Christ

Look at 1 Corinthians 12:12, dealing with the Body. “ For as the body is one, and hath

many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so

also is Christ.” Then Paul talks about that, but here’s the statement that recently caught

my attention when I was looking at this firstborn relationship as being The Plurality of

One, and the word “all” says that. ‘All the firstborn are mine… Sanctify to me all the

firstborn.’ That means the whole because the whole equals ONE. Then I saw it here in

this verse. “For as the body is one…” Here’s the definition of The Body – THE BODY

IS ONE. The One is Christ, so The Body is Christ. Therefore The Church is Christ!

Christ – the Church. We kind of back up at that because we have such a distorted view

of the Church. We all have been taught that when we look at each other we see that, but

we’ve been looking at the wrong face! So we actually think the Church is US! The

Church isn’t us: The Church is CHRIST! It would be more palatable to you if I said

“The Body is Christ”, and you’d agree to that. But you see, “…the church, Which is his

body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” (Ephesians 1:22,23) The Church is

CHRIST! No, that building sitting on the corner isn’t, but The Church is: Christ is. It is

Christ in substance; it is Christ in measure; it is Christ in function; it is Christ in

ministry.

Ephesians 4:12,13 – For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the

edifying of the body of Christ; Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the

knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the

fulness of Christ.
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Ministry

This is a quote from Jimmy Ned Collins from the Covenant Ministries Research team

on ministry. What is ministry? Now I’ve said The Church is Christ in ministry. It’s

Christ. The Church is Christ in you. If Christ is not in you, there is no Church. You

don’t constitute The Church – He does. Who is greater: the house or the One who builds

the house? The Body or the One whose Body it is? For whose expression is The Body?

Yes, it is Christ: it is Christ in function, measure, substance and in ministry. Here is the

quote: “Ministry is the measure of CHRIST released out from you whenever and

wherever you are.” 2 Corinthians 2:14 says, “ Now thanks be unto God, which always

causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us

in every place.” Ministry is the measure of CHRIST released out from you. We haven’t

been taught that, have we? We’ve been taught everybody has their own ministry: one

does this, one does something else. But you’ve got that just mixed up with the functions

of the Body. We say this hand has a function, this foot has a function… and that’s true.

But when is that function MINISTRY? When is what I do really ministry? Ministry is

the measure of Christ that is released by me – from me in whatever I am doing, and

whenever I am doing it, because ministry is a condition of the heart. I know what it is to

be a preacher, and to preach meetings from an egotistical standpoint, an egotistical

attitude and call it ministry; and think that you were fortunate that I even took the time

to be here with you! It is amazing to me that people still flock to something like that and

follow it and support it, but they do. No sir, ministry is the measure of Christ released

out from you in whatever you are doing and whenever you do it, whether it’s washing

feet, hugging a neck, carrying out the trash, or turning to someone in the midst of a very

stressful place and situation and just smiling at them.

Colossians 1:27 – To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of

this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Hebrews 3:3,4 – For this man (Christ) was counted worthy of more glory than Moses,

inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every

house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God.

1 Corinthians 12:4-11,27-30 – Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are

diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the

manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by

the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To

another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To

another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits;

to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame

Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will…Now ye are the body of Christ, and
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members in particular. And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily

prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,

governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all

teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? Do all speak with

tongues? Do all interpret?

Colossians 3:17 – And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord

Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

The Measure of The Body

Look at us: we have no patience for the poor overworked clerk in the grocery store, and

we are stomping our feet in the line complaining like everybody else. But then we “go

to church” and teach Sunday School, because THERE we are ‘ministering’! See, we just

play “Church” and just live in our imaginary bubble – bouncing around. I want us to

understand our union with Christ, because we either understand our union with Christ or

we have NO part in the inheritance. Everything is ours through union with Christ, but

you can’t cut that on and off! It is The Plurality of One. Christ is The Church. Christ is

The Body. It is CHRIST in function; it is CHRIST in Spirit; it is CHRIST in substance.

The measure of it is CHRIST. The measure of the Body is NOT how many members are

there. The measure of The Body is CHRIST: what measure of CHRIST is in the

members who are there. And the measure of ministry again is not what you do, or how

much you do it. The measure of ministry is not how many sermons you preach, how

many lessons you teach, or how many sick you visit, or any of these other “works”. The

measure of ministry is the measure of Christ released out from you wherever you are

and whatever you are doing. Nothing else is ministry. Not how much I do, not what I

say, not how long or how loud I preach. None of that is ministry. We think it is: we still

have those who think the louder I say it, the better it is, and I’m not “preaching” until

I’m screaming. Now I get loud from time to time, but my idea is not that when I am

doing it then I am ‘getting it done now, brother!’

Hebrews 3:1 – Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the

Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:13 – Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the

Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.
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A Condition of Our Heart

Ministry is not how loud I can speak or scream. Ministry is not me working up a fervor

and working up a sweat. Now I know people have different forms of delivery, but my

point is it’s not how WE do something: whether we scream or whether we whisper. It’s

the measure of CHRIST that is released from us. That’s ministry, and that comes out of

a condition of our heart, and understanding of our soul. It comes out – people know it. It

is that measure of Christ that will always go just a little farther than your words go.

That’s ministry. Ministry is the measure of Christ being released whenever you are

doing whatever you are doing. Consequently then, in definition The Church is Christ.

“And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from

among the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.” (Colossians 1:18)

We see the same thing in Ephesians 1:19-23, “ And what is the exceeding greatness of

his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which

he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right

hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is

to come: And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all

things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”

2 Corinthians 3:16 – Nevertheless when it (the heart) shall turn to the Lord, the vail

shall be taken away.

The Church Is One

The Plurality of One is what we are talking about here; for the Body is One. That

defines The Body: the Body is One. Therefore The Church is One. And you can see it is

One in substance, One in Spirit, One in everything… but the fact is The Church is One,

and that One is CHRIST! And that Christ is in you and you are in Him, and that union

is called THE CHURCH. That union is called THE BODY. It is The Plurality of One.

Look at Galatians 3:26-29, “ For ye are all (the whole) the sons of God by faith in

Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ…” That’s Romans

6:3. That’s the baptism that is being talked about here, so he just says, “…have PUT ON

CHRIST.” Have put on Christ, have been clothed upon – have put on CHRIST! As a

result of that: verse 28, “ There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,

there is neither male nor female: for ye are all (the whole) one in Christ Jesus.” THE

PLURALITY OF ONE. This is why you’ve got an inheritance. You don’t have an

inheritance because you have a life of your own. You have an inheritance because

Christ is The Life – He is your Life! It is because of our union with Him. We can’t go

bouncing down ‘the road of life’ singing ‘when I die I’m going to my reward.’ It’s IN
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HIM! It’s in union with Him! “And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and

heirs according to the promise.”

John 14:20 – At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in

you.

2 Corinthians 5:2 – For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our

house which is from heaven.

Editors Notes:

Dear Friends what you have just read concerning Christ and The

Church, the plurality and increase of One (i.e. our union with

Christ as His very own Body) can never be actualized in the

believer except and until Christ The Son is Revealed in  you by The

Father.  In His appearing THE TRUTH is made known.  THE

TRUTH is not something that you are challenged to do! When we

see THE TRUTH, we see what is.  We see Him (The Son) “As He

is” in us.  That “seeing” transforms the soul and renews the mind

in the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of

Jesus Christ.  What you have read in this manual is true and what

you should yet read is true.  It is ACTUAL.  It is REAL and it is

NOW in Christ Jesus, BUT believing these things to be true does

not transform the soul or renew the mind.  Only “seeing” THE

TRUTH Himself can do that.  I am saying that, THE TRUTH

HIMSELF MUST BECOME THE ACTUALIZED STATE OF

BEING OR OUR SOUL.  Only then will our lives express our true

union with Him. Oh, Father reveal your Son in me!

Christ Is All

It is the same thing in Colossians 3:9-11, “ And lie not one to another, seeing that ye

have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed

in knowledge after the image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor

Jew, circumcision nor uncir-cumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ

is all, and in all.” This is why Paul is always saying I want the eyes of your

understanding to be enlightened. Ephesians 1:17,18, “ That the God of our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the

knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know

what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the

saints.” This is needed because our soul is renewed in the knowledge of HIM. We are
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transformed in the knowledge of Him. Looking into His Face, His Body begins to bear

His image. Notice the ‘neither/nor’ in Colossians. In Galatians it said ‘…neither…nor…

for ye are all ONE in Christ Jesus.”  Now in Colossians the same statement is being

made, but look where He takes it: “… but Christ is all and in all.” “Ye are all one in

Christ… but Christ is all and in all.” Ye are all One: you are wholly One, you are the

whole of One: but CHRIST is ALL – HE is the all of it! He’s the whole of it! He’s why

you are ONE! All and in all. That’s also said in Ephesians 1:23, “Which is his body, the

fulness of him that filleth all in all.” All three of these references are speaking of the

same thing – The Supremacy of The Lord Jesus Christ and your union with Him. All of

these references are speaking of The Resurrection out from among the dead of The

Body of Jesus Christ as being One with Him. The Plurality of One: The Body is One.

My Lord in heaven, open our eyes to this reality by revealing in us this One: this One in

whom we find our Life, our definition, our being: in whom we are partakers of

inheritance by faith! Hallelujah to the Lamb of God!

2 Peter 1:2-4 – Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God,

and of Jesus our Lord. According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that

pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to

glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises:

that by these ye might be partakers of his divine nature, having escaped the corruption

that is in the world through lust.

2 Corinthians 3:18 – But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the

Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the

Lord.

Romans 8:29 – For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to

the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

Romans 12:2 – And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and

perfect, will of God.

Acts 17:28 – For in him we live, and move, and have our being…

1 Peter 1:3,4 – Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which

according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and

undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.
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All The Fulness – As One

Now – all the firstborn: the whole of the firstborn is Christ and His Body – not as two,

but as ONE. We must understand this because unless you do you can’t lay hold on the

inheritance. It is NOT YOURS to lay hold on except by understanding of union with

Him. But let me say this: in saying that Christ and His Body are not two, but One, we

are also saying that Christ and His Body are always distinct, but eternally One: distinct

but inseparable. There is a Head and a Body. They are distinct but inseparable; yet The

Body never assumes to be The Head. We must understand that. I am NOT The Christ. I

am however, eternally One with Him as His Body, created of God – without hands, for

the purpose of giving that Head full and unlimited expression. Yes – distinct but

inseparable.

Ephesians 4:15,16 – But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things,

which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and

compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the

measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

Colossians 2:18,19 – Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and

worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed

up by his fleshly mind, And not holding the head, from which all the body by joints and

bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of

God.

Christ In You – Body Is One

A former teacher of mine (whom I respect, yet I disagree with on this point) insists that

it is ‘Christ in you as you’, or that ‘ you are Jesus Christ in the bodily form of Jim…

Joe, Mary… etc. But the scripture simply does NOT support that assumption. Nor does

The Spirit of Truth agree with that presumption. It is NOT you who are revealed of The

Father: it is CHRIST in you. And you are not allowed by the Scripture or by The Spirit

to assume the supremacy of The Lord Jesus. And yet on the other hand, I see that

although that is a wrong answer, it is seeking to be an answer to the Church who thinks

they are totally separate from Him. They think of themselves as individuals ‘on their

way to a glory land somewhere and there they are going to catch a glimpse of Jesus

from time to time.’ That isn’t right either. No, being distinct is not being separate.

Understanding union is not the assumption of deity. And it must never be on our part.

The Body is One with Christ, but it is NOT the same as Christ. My choice of words is

difficult, but you see, in the absoluteness of the sense of the term without encroaching

upon His Deity, The Body is the same because they are One. The Body is the same not

because I’m the same, but because I have no life but Him, and He is always the same!

Hebrews 13:8, “ Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” And in that
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understanding The Body is the same if we could come to that understanding without

interjecting ourselves into it.

John 16:13,14 – Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all

truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he

speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of

mine, and shall shew it unto you.

1 John 5:20 – And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an

understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in

his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

1 Corinthians 6:16  - What? Know ye not that he which is joined unto an harlot is one

body? For two, saith he, shall be one flesh.

Ephesians 5:29-32 – For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and

cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are members of his body, of his flesh,

and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be

joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak

concerning Christ and the church.

Distinction

And that is the understanding to which we must come. But in my soul, the Word of God

which is quick, and powerful and sharp does divide the soul from the spirit. There is a

distinction between my soul and The Living Christ who dwells in my soul and is the

very Life of my soul. Those two, while they are one by union, are NOT the same. The

soul is NOT that Spirit, but lives BY that Spirit, and is always dependent upon that

Spirit for Life. But that Spirit is so much the Life of the soul that it can be said that they

are ONE. 1 Corinthians 6:17, “ But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.” Don’t

drive yourself crazy trying to find an English term for that. There isn’t one. It’s The

Holy Spirit: it’s God The Father putting a face on the thing and saying, ‘Here’s whose

Body you are. See Him and you have seen your Life. See Him and you have seen the

Body you are. See Him and you have seen where you are. See Him and when your Life

appears, you appear with Him in glory. But you don’t appear instead of Him!

Hebrews 4:12 – For the word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any

twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the

joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
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Romans 8:9-11 -… Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none or his. And

if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of

righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you,

he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his

Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Colossians 3:4 – When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear

with him in glory.

Individual/Not Independent

The Body is for the glorification of Christ even as He is the glory of His Body. But

something else must be understood: to be One does NOT mean that YOU are not

individuals. It does not mean that you and I are not individuals. That is, your soul

doesn’t disappear: it is transformed into bearing His image, His nature, into becoming

what it was created of God to be. That is, to be an expression of The Living Spirit.

Having fellowship – yes, but it doesn’t disappear. Transformation is not disappearance.

We are still individuals, but we are not independent of Christ as to our relationship with

God. Most people who think they are having a problem and want to be individuals, are

really having a problem with they want to be independent. Now here’s an example: look

at my index finger. It’s a finger and always will be: it’s never going to be a foot. That

finger however, has developed with the whole body. It is individual but not

independent. Cut that finger off and lay it on a chair, and see how much it can do! We

say we want to be an individual, but what we really want to be is independent. Yes, we

want to do our own thing and live our own life, thinking that we have one of our own.

1 Corinthians 15:49 – And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear

the image of the heavenly.

Romans 12:2 – And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and

perfect, will of God.

1 Corinthians 12:20,21- But now are they many members, yet but one body. And the eye

cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have

no need of you.
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The Love of God

No – we’re individuals, but not independent. We are not independent of Christ as to our

relationship with God. Christians get obsessed with questions like: ‘Who does God

love?’ We see bumper stickers – ‘Smile – God loves you.’ See, we want to be

individuals, but the problem has nothing to do with individuals. The problem is that we

want God to love us independently of Christ, and we are going to insist that He does.

But I ask the question rather: ‘WHO is the Love of God?’ Because the question is not

who does God love: the real question is Who is the Love of God? Once you understand

Who is the Love of God, it settles all other questions. The Love of God is CHRIST.

God HATH loved… He hath loved. He hath loved all… but WHERE hath He loved all?

IN HIS SON! And when was that love made manifest in His Son? AT THE CROSS. So

the question is not who is loved of God: the question is Who is The Love of God? Now

that will answer the question ‘Who does God love’ because the Love of God is NOT an

emotional feeling. The Love of God is a PERSON. God is Love, but CHRIST is the

express image of that Father: He is The Love of God, The Word of God – There He is!

Then who are loved of God? Those who are partakers of Christ!

John 3:16 – For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

1 John 4:8 – He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.

Colossians 1:15 – Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature.

John 1:1 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word

was God.

Being A Partaker Of Him

Now – we don’t like that. We want God to love us because of our independent self.  No,

1 John 5:11 says, “ And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this

life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God

hath not life.” Well everybody will say “Amen” to that verse. Now I’m telling you that

Life includes all of the attributes of Life, and all of the attributes of God. So that

includes: ‘ He who hath the Son hath LOVE. He who hath not the Son hath not LOVE.’

‘He who hath the Son hath JOY. He who hath not the Son hath not JOY.’ ‘He who hath

the Son hath MERCY and GRACE. He who hath not the Son hath not MERCY and

GRACE.’ To have Who God is (and God is love) you must be a partaker of Him. You

can’t just willy-nilly say ‘God loves me’. God hath loved… He hath loved IN HIS SON

– at THE CROSS. There is the Love of God, but “Except you eat my flesh and drink my
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blood..”(John 6:53) you have no part of Him. You have no life in you. How are you

going to tell me that where there is NO Life there can be love or grace or mercy, or joy

or peace or gentleness or kindness, or anything else? It is an attribute of Life. Now I

don’t want to offend, but the point is the Love of God is NOT an emotion. The Love of

God is a PERSON, and the Love of God was made manifest for all, and is made

manifest for all. But all men have not become partakers. To be loved you must be a

partaker of Love. And furthermore, I will tell you this: until you are a partaker of Love,

you can not love!

Galatians 4:19 – My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be

formed in you.

Galatians 5:22  - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,

goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

1 John 4:7-9 – Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that

loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God: for God is

love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only

begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.

Partaker of Inheritance

What I’m coming to is… it’s the INHERITANCE. It’s what you have inherited in

Christ, but until you are a partaker, you can not be a sharer. We run around saying ‘I

love you’… just tape up your mouth! I’m not saying don’t tell someone you love them,

but we use it like a word, like saying ‘Adios – Go with God!’ Now there’s much said

about love, and I know you can truly have love one for another, but I’m telling you it’s

NOT an emotion. Love is transmitted one to another by the sharing of CHRIST one

with another. And whatever sharing Christ requires we are willing to do; but it’s not the

doing of that which is the love. It’s the sharing of Christ one with another. If that calls

for making a trip or making a phone call or walking across the street or driving across

the nation or selling all that I may have…whatever is necessary. But, there are a lot of

people who do those kinds of things and don’t even know Christ, let alone the Love of

God! Love is the measure of Christ that we share. That brings us back to ministry. It’s

the measure of Christ that we’re sharing one with another. Why? Because that’s the

measure of God’s love that we are partaking. God is not sitting upon a throne

somewhere saying ‘Oh, how I love you all!’ No – Love is not a word with God and not

an emotion with God. It’s not an intention with God: Love is a Person that God has

given and made manifest. And to be loved you must be a partaker of Love. And when

you are a partaker of God, then you can love – you actually can love! But you can also
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give away all your goods and give your body to be burned and it still is not the love of

God.

Colossians 1:12 – Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.

1 Timothy 6:2 – And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them,

because they are brethren; but rather do them service, because they are faithful and

beloved, partakers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort.         

Hebrews 3:14 – For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our

confidence stedfast unto the end.

2 Peter 1:4 – Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by

these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is

in the world through lust.

Romans 5:5,8 – And hope maketh not ashamed: because the love of God is shed abroad

in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us…But God commendeth his love

toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

1 Corinthians 13:3 – And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I

give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

The Double Portion

So now – what is the inheritance of the firstborn? The Double Portion of the Birthright.

What is the double portion? We will look at this, and it has to do with the birthright. The

birthright has a double anointing with it. But it’s not like most of us think. I used to lay

hands on people so that they could get a ‘double portion’. No, it’s not that. You have to

understand that every firstborn looked toward CHRIST. Every firstborn was a type of

Christ. The Jews in their families had an expectation and a right to expect that any one

of their firstborn could be THE MESSIAH. And therefore the birthright that was given

to that firstborn was in line with the rights belonging to The Messiah. That’s the reason

God said, “ All the firstborn are mine.” (Exodus 13:2) He just said all the collective

firstborn are mine because He knew that all the collective did point toward The

Messiah. He knew none of them was The Messiah, but they didn’t. So the laws

governing the birthright as belonging to the firstborn was in view of the birthright of

what they thought The Messiah would be. A double portion - and that double portion is

only fulfilled in ONE. It’s fulfilled in the only begotten from the dead: it is fulfilled in
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CHRIST. It is the true order of Melchisedek: not probably as you’ve heard it preached,

but as it truly is.

2 Kings 2:9 – And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto

Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee, And Elisha said, I

pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.

Numbers 8:16,17 – For they are wholly given unto me from among the children of

Israel; instead of such as open every womb, even instead of the firstborn of all the

children of Israel, have I taken them unto me. For all the firstborn of the children of

Israel are mine, both man and beast: on the day that I smote every firstborn in the land

of Egypt I sanctified them for myself.

Genesis 25:31 – And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.

Psalm 110:4 – The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after

the order of Melchizedek.   

Hebrews 5:6,10; 7:11,17,21 – As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for

ever after the order of Melchisedec…Called of God an high priest after the order of

Melchisedec…If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the

people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise

after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?…For he

testified, thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec… (For those priests

were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord

sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec;)

The Birthright

And you and I are joint heirs with Him. We’ll look at what is the inheritance of the

firstborn right out of the pages of the Bible. The birthright, the right of the firstborn: for

to him belongs the birthright. This is the reason why Esau was so looked down on – for

what he sold, for what he gave up: the birthright. He had no appreciation, no knowledge

of it. It was as though the birthright to him was little or nothing, yet the birthright looked

straight to The Messiah. It was that which The Messiah would possess. Consequently it

was the right of every firstborn to expect that. They were a living expectation of that. Of

course that expectation was met and fulfilled in Christ, and God declared a decree

concerning Him that sums up what the inheritance was. God declares a decree

concerning Him, saying this is who you are. This is belonging to you. This is your

inheritance. What is the decree declared concerning His Son? This order of Melchisedek

fulfilled in Christ Jesus Who is our High Priest. So we’ll get into the scriptures and look
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at the true inheritance – The Double Portion. And this is why I’ve been so insistent that

you see our union with Him. It is not something He gives to us aside from Himself. No,

but it is the working in us of Who He is. That’s our inheritance! I want you to see

therefore Who He is by birthright.

Romans 8:17 – And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if

so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

Genesis 25:32,33 – And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit

shall this birthright do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto

him; and he sold his birthright unto Jacob.

Hebrews 12:16,17 – Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for

one morsel of meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that afterward, when he would

have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance,

though he sought it carefully with tears.
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Pt. 6 – Two Views of Christ – High Priest and King

Union of Christ With His Body

We’ll continue with what is the inheritance of the firstborn. In these sharings we have

been dealing with the union of Christ and His Body. The first thing we dealt with was

the nature of the inheritance – spiritual and eternal. The next thing we dealt with was the

inheritance belongs to the firstborn. And then we defined the firstborn. And then we

showed Christ to be the only firstborn: the One in whom all other types and shadows of

the firstborn comes to find their fulfillment, and that He is firstborn from among the

dead: the only born from among the dead. And you and I are born of Him. Then we

looked at how we relate to the inheritance: how are we joint heirs? This is all by our

union with Christ. The Resurrection by which we live is Christ Himself. There is no

separate resurrection for us. He is The Resurrection of the dead! The dead either live by

Him or they don’t live. But living by Him means also that we have no life but HIM!

Paul puts it this way, “…not I, but Christ who liveth in me…”(Galatians 2:20) It is only

through that union with Christ, that absoluteness of union with Christ that we have right

to the inheritance at all, because the inheritance belongs to the firstborn. But we have

right as those who are One with Him – One Body. Then we looked at the term

“distinction” but yet ‘inseparable”. Though The Head is distinct from The Body, The

Body is inseparable from The Head.

1 Corinthians 1:30 – But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us

wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.

John 11:25 – Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in

me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.

Colossians 2:19 – And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and

bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of

God.

The Land

So what then is this inheritance of the firstborn? And I pray that we have some

understanding of the types and shadows in the scripture. Israel in the Old Covenant

represents the Promised Land as the Seed. The promise to Israel as the natural Seed was

THE LAND. Having entered into the land, the land became Israel. David was not

anointed as King of Canaan, but King of ISRAEL. So the land comes to be represented

by Israel itself. And then the Seed that is in the land is representative of CHRIST,
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because not only does Israel represent the land, but then in possessing the land, Israel

represents Christ. These are all types and shadows and representations but here is the

gist of it: it comes to be fulfilled in CHRIST where we as His Body represent the land,

that is, the Promised Land. And it is in that land that Christ has His inheritance, or the

inheritance belonging to the firstborn.

Genesis 12:7; 13:15 – And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will

I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto

him…For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.

2 Samuel 5:3 – So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David

made a league with them in Hebron before the Lord: and they anointed David king over

Israel.

High Priest

Now there are two distinct types of Christ as relating to Israel. It’s unmistakable. And

the first one is HIGH PRIEST, and the second one is KING. In Israel there were these

two distinct types of Christ, two distinct views of Christ. The High Priest related to the

Tabernacle and the King related to the Temple: Aaron and Solomon – two distinct

types. And what was Israel? The land or the body. What were they to do? They were to

live – march, camp, worship, as an expression of their relationship to one of these types

or the other, and finally to both of them. The first type of Christ that was set before them

was The High Priest, right after they came out of Egypt. The first revelation of Christ

that God gave to them; the first revelation of Salvation, the first revelation of who they

were came in The High Priest. These are long studies, so I’m just mentioning this, but it

is necessary we acknowledge this. When The High Priest dressed, the very garb that he

put on not only identified him as Christ, but then identified him in relationship to Israel.

The very breastplate had all the names of Israel on it. And it was buckled on him so that

Israel was literally buckled on to the High Priest in his heart, in his bosom, in his body.

Not only that: the government of Israel. Here the names were upon his shoulders

because the government was upon his shoulders. So Israel was identified in The High

Priest. They could look at their High Priest and see themselves. They could see the state

of their being by considering the High Priest.

Hebrews 3:1 – Wherefore holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the

Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.

Exodus 28:1,4,12,21,28,29 – And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons

with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest’s

office, even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons…And these
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are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, and an ephod, and a robe, and a

broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle: and they shall make holy garments for Aaron thy

brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto me in the priest’s office…And thou

shalt put the two stones upon the shoulders of the ephod for stones of memorial unto the

children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord upon his two

shoulders for a memorial…And they shall bind the breastplate by the rings thereof unto

the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, that it may be above the curious girdle of the

ephod, and that the breastplate be not loosed from the ephod. And Aaron shall bear the

names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he

goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the Lord continually.

Isaiah 9:6,7 – For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government

shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The

mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his

government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his

kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth

even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

Entrance Into God

And yet looking at their High Priest, seeing themselves, they saw beyond themselves

because The High Priest represented to them what God was all about: an entrance into

God. It was The High Priest that gave them entrance into God. He took Israel as his

body right into the presence of God. Do you see the type and shadow of that? It is in

type and shadow a revelation of Jesus Christ. Colossians 3:4, “ When Christ, who is our

life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” That’s what Israel saw

every time they saw The High Priest: they saw themselves in relation to God through

The High Priest. The High Priest was actually the summing up and identifying of Israel.

So Israel in all of their life began to live as an expression of The High Priest. When they

planted their crops, they planted them at certain times and in certain orders – for what

reason? So that they could gather those crops during the feasts of the Lord. They

brought the firstfruits of those crops and handed it to The High Priest. I mean they

didn’t even plant a garden without The High Priest, and the feasts there were regulated

by The High Priest in mind. They didn’t even have a child without the thought of The

High Priest in their mind. All the firstborn had to be brought and with an appropriate

sacrifice, presented to The High Priest. When they marched it was that way; when they

camped it was that way. Everyday they had to bring a sacrifice and give it to The High

Priest – in the morning and in the nighttime.

Hebrews 9:6,7 – Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always

into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But into the second went the
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high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and

for the errors of the people.

Hebrew 10:21,22 – And having an high priest over the house of God; Let us draw near

with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil

conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

Exodus 23:16,19 – And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou has

sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year when thou

hast gathered in thy labours out of the field…The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou

shalt bring into the house of the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his

mother’s milk.

Leviticus 23:39 – Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered

in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the Lord seven days: on the first day

shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.

Exodus 34:26 – The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring unto the house of

the Lord thy God…

Numbers 8:17 – For all the firstborn of the children of Israel are mine, both man and

beast: on the day that I smote every firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified them for

myself.

Exodus 29:38,39 – Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of

the first year day by day continually. The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and

the other lamb thou shalt offer at even.

Expression of The High Priest

You could say their life revolved around The High Priest, and that everything they did

in the land was an expression of that High Priest. And you can go into that deeper, into

the theology of it and you can see that when God saw Israel He saw them in The High

Priest. In Exodus 13:2 God demanded that all of Israel bring Him the firstborn of the

children, of the animals, of their crops. “ Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever

openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine.”

That’s the law of the firstborn. Later on God said now here’s what I’m going to do. I’m

going to take the Levites out from Israel, and the Levites will be Israel’s firstborn and I

will receive Israel in their firstborn – in the Levites. So God looked at the Levites and

He saw Israel. But then out of the Levites He took the Priesthood. So now God looks at

the Priesthood and He sees the Levites in whom He sees Israel. Now out of the

Priesthood He takes The High Priest. So in the High Priest God sees the Priesthood, the
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Levites and all of Israel. Everything is summed up in The High Priest, and his garments

indicate that. And that is another study in itself, but Israel saw their whole Salvation in

The High Priest: not just as a lesson - that was God’s answer. He had to put Israel under

the Law, but Israel’s Salvation was not seen in the Law; it was seen in the Priest. It was

seen in a Person.

Numbers 3:12,13,41 – And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children

of Israel instead of all the firstborn that openeth the matrix among the children of

Israel; therefore the Levites shall be mine; Because all the firstborn are mine; for on the

day that I smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto me all the

firstborn in Israel, both man and beast: mine shall they be; I am the Lord…And thou

shalt take the Levites for me (I am the Lord) instead of all the firstborn among the

children of Israel; and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the

cattle of the children of Israel.

Number 3:6-8 – Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest,

that they may minister unto him. And they shall keep his charge and the charge of the

whole congregation before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of the

tabernacle. And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the

congregation, and the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service of the

tabernacle.

Exodus 28:1-4 – And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from

among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest’s office, even

Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons. And thou shalt make holy

garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for beauty. And thou shalt speak unto all

that are wise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make

Aaron’s garments to consecrate him, that he may minister unto me in the priest’s office.

And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, and an ephod, and a

robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle: and they shall make holy garments for

Aaron thy brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto me in the priest’s office.

Galatians 3:19 – Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of

transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was

ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.

Salvation is A Person

From the very beginning God’s types and shadows were true, because He knew they

would come to be fulfilled in a PERSON. Yes – not in a teaching, not in doctrine, but in

a Person. And He knew that Israel, the Body; or you could say the Church, existed to
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express their relationship with The High Priest. And their relationship was defined by

The High Priest. And yet to make their Salvation full, that is, in order to show God’s

full thought concerning Salvation, there was another type of Christ presented to Israel

after The High Priest. The High Priest related to God’s HEAVENLY view, because The

High Priest was the one by whom they came into the presence of God. When they

crossed over Jordan into Canaan, now although The High Priest is there, all of a sudden

you’re not reading about Aaron and The High Priest, but now KING starts emerging.

Hebrews 10:1 – For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very

image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year

continually make the comers thereunto perfect.

Leviticus 16:11-14 – And Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin-offering, which is for

himself, and shall make an atonement for himself, and for his house, and shall kill the

bullock of the sin-offering which is for himself: And he shall take a censer full of

burning coals of fire from off the altar before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet

incense beaten small, and bring it within the vail: And he shall put the incense upon the

fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon

the testimony, that he die not: And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle

it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he

sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times.

The King

Who built the Temple? The King built the Temple. The High Priest was still there, but

all of a sudden the view of Christ now that Israel is relating to is The KING. Why?

Because Israel is to express THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN THE EARTH. Israel is to

express everything that they are in The High Priest. Everything they’ve come to be by

The High Priest is now to be expressed in the earth – A KINGDOM. A Kingdom is to

be expressed in the earth, and a Kingdom requires a King. And so they move in their

view of Christ from High Priest (thought that’s not left behind) to the view of the King.

Now Israel – which is in the heavens, which was the view in the Tabernacle, because

that’s how they got there. They got to heaven in their High Priest, right into the presence

of God. But now – what about living it on the earth? They were to possess this earth;

they were to possess the land. The whole picture changes. HEAVEN COMES TO

EARTH! When they crossed Jordan, heaven comes into the earth to possess the earth.

And that necessitates another view of Christ, another comprehension about Christ: that

His rule is not only in the heavens, but in the earth. The Kingdom of God! Luke 11:2, “

…Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.” So the whole view

shifts to Solomon – The King who is to manifest the glory of God in the earth. The King

who gathers all of Israel up and makes Israel One House. The King that built the
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Temple – not moveable, but established in one place for all. And out from that one

place, the Glory of God would go into all the earth. The Glory of Heaven manifested in

earth. Now all of these are types and shadows, but they are fulfilled in Christ. Now I

mention that simply to bring this point. What then is the inheritance of the firstborn?

1 Kings 6:1,14 – And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the

children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s

reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the

house of the Lord…So Solomon built the house, and finished it.

1 Peter 2:9 – But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a

peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of

darkness into his marvellous light.

Numbers 14:21 – But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the

Lord.

Joshua 1:11 – Pass through the host, and command the people, saying, Prepare you

victuals; for within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the

land, which the Lord your God giveth you to possess it.

1 Kings 10:4-9 – And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon’s wisdom, and the

house that he had built, And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the

attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by

which he went up unto the house of the Lord; there was no more spirit in her. And she

said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy

wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words until I came, and mine eyes had seen it; and,

behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I

heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which stand continually before

thee, and that hear thy wisdom, Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighteth in thee,

to set thee on the throne of Israel: because the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore

made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.

1 Kings 1:39,40 – And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle and

anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all the people said, God save king

Solomon. And all the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes, and

rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them.

1 Kings 8:1,8,27-29 – Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of

the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in

Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of

David, which is Zion… And they drew out the staves, that the ends of the staves were
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seen out in the holy place before the oracle, and they were not seen without: and there

they are unto this day…But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the heaven and

heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded?

Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication, O Lord my

God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy servant prayeth before thee to

day: That thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day, even toward the

place of which thou hast said, My name shall be there: that thou mayest hearken unto

the prayer which thy servant shall make toward this place.

The Double Portion

What is the double portion? It is exactly what we have been talking about. The double

portion that belongs to Christ is that He is both Priest and King. In Christ two

representations come together. Where did that first happen? Before the Law, before

Abraham, that representation happened in Melchisedek. Melchisedek was both the

Priest and King. This is the double portion of the inheritance. We’ve said that every son

that was a firstborn in Israel was looking, expecting… potentially that could have been

Messiah! And so the birthright that belonged to that child was the birthright of the

Priesthood and of the Kingdom. And in fact that firstborn of every household in Israel,

in exercising his authority was in fact the head of the religious order in that house, and

the head of the government in that house. So it was like a little miniscule Priesthood and

Kingdom in every household in Israel. And of course that was reflected in the tribe of

Judah and the tribe of Levi. But in Christ those two tribes are brought together. In Christ

those two offices, those two divine anointings come together. The double portion of the

anointing is poured out upon The Head of The Son of God! It is Him! You notice this

when Samuel goes to anoint David. He has anointed Saul with a little vial, but now it’s

GOD’S KING; now it’s the one whom God has chosen. Now the one who is directly a

type of Christ is anointed. And then there will be a greater type of Christ that comes of

David, which is Solomon.

Genesis 14:18 – And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine; and he

was the priest of the most high God.

Luke 2:25,26,38 – And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was

Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel:

and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that

he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ…And she coming in that

instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for

redemption in Jerusalem.
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Psalm 133:2 – It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the

beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments.

Exodus 29:5-7 – And thou shalt take the garments, and put upon Aaron the coat, and

the robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with the curious

girdle of the ephod: And thou shalt put the mitre upon his head, and put the holy crown

upon the mitre, Then shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour it upon his head, and

anoint him. And thou shalt bring his sons, and put coats upon them. And thou shalt gird

them with girdles, Aaron and his sons, and put the bonnets on them: and the priest’s

office shall be their’s for a perpetual statute: and thou shalt consecrate Aaron and his

sons.

1 Samuel 16:1,12,13 – And the Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for

Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill thine horn with oil, and

go, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth-lehemite: for I have provided me a king among his

sons… And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful

countenance, and goodly to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he.

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the

Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went

to Ramah.

1 Samuel 10:1 – Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed

him, and said, Is it not because the Lord hath anointed thee to be captain over his

inheritance?

The Anointing/Birthright

But here’s the anointing. He says, ‘Samuel, now FILL your horn with oil and pour the

whole thing upon the head of this King.’ Here comes the anointing! And who was

Samuel except the Prophet and the Priest. He is the prophetic Priesthood, and here in

David you can see the anointing coming together in representation of the Lord Jesus

Christ. Now we could study this for a long time, but I want to show you something so

you don’t think this is simply my opinion. In Genesis 49:3 this is where Jacob is dealing

with his children and with the birthright and the prophetic statements concerning them.

In verse 3 he speaks of Reuben. Now Reuben was the firstborn, but here’s the

background: Reuben sinned a horrible sin. “ Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might,

and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of

power.” Now according to Jameson, Fossett and Brown; according to Adam Clarke’s

commentary; according to Wycliffe’s commentary – Reuben was the firstborn, but

because of the sin of Reuben (vs. 4 – “Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because

thou wentest up to thy father’s bed; then defilest thou it: he went up to my couch.”) the
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privileges and rights of the firstborn were TAKEN AWAY FROM HIM. He was

deprived this preeminence belonging to the birthright which included, according to all

the Jewish writers, the double portion of the inheritance – the priesthood and the

kingdom. And in Reuben’s case this was distributed among his brothers. First the

birthright was conferred upon Joseph; second the priesthood on Levi, and third the

kingdom upon Judah.

Hebrews 8:1 – Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such

an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.

Genesis 35:22 – And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in the land, that Reuben went in

and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine: and Israel heard it…

Genesis 49:26,10 – The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessing of my

progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of

Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren… The

sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh

come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.

Double Portion Realized in Christ

My point is to prove to you what I said about the inheritance and the birthright: that the

double portion is NOT some feeling you get from God. The double portion was that

which finally came to be realized in Christ. It was potentially for every firstborn, but it

came to be realized in Christ. The double portion – was the right by birth, by existence.

By self existence Christ is God – One with God. But by birthright; born from among the

dead, (and He shares His birthright with us), as firstborn He has birthright. By birthright

He is High Priest. He who gives us access into the very bosom of The Father is High

Priest. By birthright He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords: He who rules in His Body

and by whom His Body rules in every situation, circumstance and in the face of every

existing power! See, He does not bring us into His Godhead, but He does bring us into

HIS BIRTHRIGHT! We’ve got to see this! Here’s where we have oneness with Him:

not in His Godhead, but in His Birthright! We’ve got to see this because there are

foolish people in the Church world today who are telling you that union is with His

Deity. No, it is not! He didn’t come to the Cross, die, was buried and raised again to

make gods out of US. No, but to bring us into an inheritance, that we couldn’t have

otherwise. He does share His birthright with us!

John 10:30 – I and my Father are one.



116

John 1:1 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word

was God.

John 14:6 – Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh

unto the Father, but by me.

Hebrews 10:19-22 – Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the

blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the

veil, that is to say, his flesh: And having an high priest over the house of God; Let us

draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from

an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

2 Corinthians 2:14 – Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in

Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

Ephesians 1:19-21 – And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who

believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ

when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly

places, Far above all principality and power, and might, and dominion, and every name

that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come.

He Is In His Promised Land

He maketh of us a Kingdom and a Priesthood! He is in His Promised Land: a land

promised to The Seed by The Father. He is in that land. He has set up His Temple in

that land, His Throne in that land – in YOU, and there He exercises His birthright –

High Priest and King! And He is bringing us continually into the presence of God. For

this High Priest is not entered into that which is made by hands or that which was in

type and shadow. He has entered into Heaven itself! Yes – we in Him. “At that day ye

shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.”(John 14:20) The whole

Work of The Cross was not for Him to be in The Father alone. He was in The Father

before the whole thing started! The Cross is not about Him having Deity: The Cross is

about BIRTHRIGHT; The Cross is about INHERITANCE. The Cross is about you and

me being brought into where God desired to have a people from the beginning – not

gods, but to bring us into the inheritance, that the Glory of God might have expression.

Exodus 19:6 – And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These

are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.

Galatians 3:16,19 – Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith

not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ…
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Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed

should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand

of a mediator.

Hebrews 9:24 – For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which

are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God

for us.

John 17:5 – And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which

I had with thee before the world was.

Ephesians 1:3,4 – Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath

blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath

chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without

blame before him in love.

The Anointing

It thrills my soul to know that the whole scheme was set up of God and then there were

all of these types and shadows. Israel was created because of it and all these laws set

into effect. All of that to simply show, to testify, to set forth what God would do IN HIS

SON – as a testimony of that which was to come. Yes, the double portion was given to

Him in His Resurrection. Wycliff commentary says Reuben forfeited his natural rights.

His place as a favored firstborn was given to Joseph. His privileges as priest were

passed to the sons of Levi. His right to be the head of the tribes of Israel (his kingly

rights) would go to Judah. That’s the double portion. That’s what belonged to every

firstborn in type and shadow, and was Christ’s by the fact that He is finally and only

what everything else spoke of – the firstborn of God: the firstborn from among the dead

to whom belongeth the Priesthood, to whom belongeth the Kingdom; who is High Priest

and King. The anointing that is upon Him is in you! It is upon Him – High Priest and

King. It is that anointing that breaks the yoke. It is that anointing that breaks the

bondage. It is that anointing that brings us in the very presence of The Most High God!

What is that anointing except The Spirit that is not only upon Him, but in Him and One

with Him? By birthright He is King of Kings! By birthright He is The High Priest of

God and He’s exercising that ministry in His Body. That’s the double portion! That’s

the birthright. That is the true anointing of Melchisedek.

Ephesians 1:11 – In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.
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Hebrews 3:5 – And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a

testimony of those things which were to be spoken after.

1 John 2:27 – And the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye

need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things,

and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

Isaiah 10:27 – And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away

from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed

because of the anointing.

John 8:32,36 – And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free… If the

Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

Isaiah 61:1 – The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me

to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound.

Revelation 19:16 – And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING

OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

Hebrews 7:28; 8:1 – For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the

word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for

evermore. Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an

high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.

Christ Contains The Fulness

So we’ve established to whom does this double portion, this anointing, this Priesthood

and Kingdom belong? Well, it is Christ. In whom is every element fulfilled? Who alone

can contain this fulness? No type or shadow could. For instance, Aaron could NOT be

Priest and King. No, and Solomon could not be King and Priest. No they could not be.

There was no man who could stand under THIS anointing. No man could fulfill this

anointing. None could bring this fulness into full effect. Even Melchisedek couldn’t,

though he represented this anointing as coming before Abraham as Priest and King.

Christ is the fulfillment of the order of Melchisedek. It comes to its end, to its

completion, to its fulfillment, to what it spoke of in a man. It comes to the full

realization of that in Christ Jesus our Lord. I’m talking to you about a powerful

anointing! Not something that comes upon you and causes you to jump and dance or

shout. No, no – if you want to jump and dance or shout that’s fine with me until you
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start calling that the anointing. And then I want to say don’t be so ignorant. That is NOT

the anointing; that is NOT the inheritance. That is NOT the double portion.

Colossians 1:19 – For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell.

Hebrews 7:11 – If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the

people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise

after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?

Ephesians 1:10 – That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather

together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth:

even in him.

Matthew 11:27 – All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth

the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to

whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

Birthright – By Birth

Birthright – let’s look at that. The birthright which belongs to the firstborn is by virtue

of BIRTH. Well, it belongs to Christ, and we must understand that which is His by birth

He shares with us. The birth we are talking about is Resurrection birth from among the

dead; firstborn from among the dead; firstborn among many brethren. He is not

Almighty God among many Almighty Gods. Erase that from your minds. He is firstborn

among many brethren – to share the birthright, to share the anointing which begins upon

The Head and the beard, and then down over the whole body. John says this anointing is

IN YOU. Paul says it is the power that worketh in you. Paul doesn’t call it the anointing,

but referring to the anointing: “ Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his

working, which worketh in me mightily.” (Colossians 1:29) Yes, it works mightily in

me. Yes, that you and I would be conformed to His image according to that power that

worketh mightily in us. That we “May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the

breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which

passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that

is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the

power that worketh in us.” (Ephesians 3:18-20) All things you see are by the anointing.

But it is the anointing of The High Priest and The King. That anointing is either

bringing us into the presence of God or it is to enable us to stand in the earth as The

Kingdom of God in the midst of all situations. The anointing is at work when the Son is

revealed.
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Colossians 1:18 – And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Revelation 1:5 – And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first

begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth, Unto him that loved us,

and washed us from our sins in his own blood.

Romans 8:29 – For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to

the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

Psalm 133:2 – It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the

beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments.

Leviticus 8:12 – And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron’s head, and anointed

him, to sanctify him.

1 John 2:27 – But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you…

The Anointing – The Spirit

But it is the anointing, The Spirit that is breaking the yoke! The anointing is not some

kind of a feeling: it is that which comes in The Person of Christ with the revealing of

Him: either seeing ourselves in union with The High Priest or in union with The King

because these two are one, and He dwells in us. And the anointing is always working in

us the administration of the one or the other, or both at the same time. Now this is just

an overview, but when we begin to recognize what the double portion of our inheritance

is; the richness of this thing that is in us, and that the anointing is upon HIM Who is in

us – then we begin to identify with this. Throughout the whole scripture, when the

scripture is referring to this anointing or that anointing, you can recognize that it is

CHRIST working in us as High Priest. Now I’m just talking about “working IN you”.

We would have to then come to that which is working in you being expressed

THROUGH you. This is for you and me to be able to become a presencing of The Lord

wherever we are. And I said before this might just be hugging someone’s neck or sitting

down and listening to them that you are an expression of Christ. Now we’re talking

about the expression of Christ that you are in the Priesthood, because He’s made of us a

Priesthood. He has made of us a Kingdom. He is The High Priest and The King of a

Priesthood and a Kingdom. His Body is a Priesthood and a Kingdom.

John 16:13,14 – Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all

truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
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speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of

mine, and shall shew it unto you.

Ephesians 3:8 – Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given,

that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.

Romans 11:33 – O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

2 Corinthians 2:14 – Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in

Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

Revelation 5:10 – And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign

on the earth.

Presencing The Lord

And wherever you are, you are there presencing The Lord. Not only that, wherever you

are, you are there presencing The Kingdom of God. You don’t have to go out and try to

set up a Kingdom: You are a Kingdom! But it is the anointing that makes it work. It is

the anointing working in you to the degree that the anointing that is within you – which

is upon Christ, and which is in Christ, is bringing you into the presence of God: working

in you the reality of His presence. To that degree you are the presencing of Him

wherever you are. That’s the difference in YOU being there and HIM being there. It is

by the anointing. That’s not some thing that you can jump up and down and work up. It

is either working in you or it is not. Hebrews 8:1,2, “Now of the things which we have

spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the

throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true

tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.”  Well, if The High Priest is

ministering in you, then wherever you are, you are there in the presence of The Lord.

You are there in the reality of that anointing, you are there in the revelation of Jesus

Christ!

Luke 17:20,21 – And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of

God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with

observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! Or, lo, there! for, behold, the kingdom of

God is within you.

Colossians 3:17 – And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord

Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.
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John 14:20 – At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in

you.

Knowing All Things By The Anointing

But on the other side of the picture, it’s the same thing – the Kingdom of God.

Wherever you are – you are there not merely in representation of the Kingdom of God;

you are there AS The Kingdom of God. For “the kingdom of God is in you.” (Luke

17:21) The King is IN you! You are there representing The Kingdom of God, but not to

be there in ignorance, but to be there in the anointing. The anointing working in you.

What does the anointing working in you really accomplish? Well, what does the

anointing working in Christ really accomplish? Let’s look at that. It accomplishes the

fact of Christ knowing by The Spirit: knowing by Himself Who He is. He’s not trying to

be King: He IS King! He’s not trying to be High Priest: He IS High Priest. He is that by

the anointing. He is that by the very Spirit that dwells in Him, that is One with Him.

Being raised up from among the dead, He is established – not only as The High Priest,

but as The King. Knowing all things by the anointing. That same anointing works in you

so that you and I come to know as we are known. And what is that anointing doing

except working in us the reality that Christ first and foremost is our Life, and that we

have no Life but CHRIST! But then that same anointing begins to reveal the greatness

of that Christ, and begins to show us that that Christ Who is in us; Who is revealed in us

and in Whom we have been accepted – now that anointing begins to work in us the

REALITY of that Christ; the inheritance of that Christ. That Christ is High Priest; that

Christ is King, and that High Priest is in us, and that King is in us. And He is sharing

The Birthright with us. The King is making of us a Kingdom. The High Priest is making

of us a Priesthood. We are joint heirs with Him in who and what HE IS!

Matthew 12:28 – But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is

come unto you.

Luke 10:9,11 – And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, the kingdom of

God is come nigh unto you…Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we

do wipe off against you: notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is

come nigh unto you.

Hebrews 7:20,21 – And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: (For those

priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The

Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of

Melchisedec:)
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Ephesians 1:19-21 – And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who

believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ

when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly

places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every

name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come.

1 Corinthians 13:12 – For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face:

now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

Galatians 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ

liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Romans 8:17 – And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if

so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

Growing Up Into Him

This is growing up into Him in all things. His Body begins to function in the knowledge

of HIM. As Israel of old in type and shadow, you begin to live as an expression of Who

He is. That begins to govern your life. It governs your crops, it governs what you do, it

governs your march, it governs your encampments, it governs…. it governs. So that we

begin to be an expression of Who He is. “…because as He is, so are we in this world.”

(1 John 4:17) But it is only by the anointing. This is not academic understanding. This is

the anointing working that birthright, that inheritance in you. This is HIS anointing

working in you. Notice it is HIS anointing working in you, who are HIS Body.

Ephesians 4:15 – But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things,

which is the head, even Christ.

Numbers 2:2,34 – Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard

with the ensign of their father’s house: far off about the tabernacle of the congregation

shall they pitch…And the children of Israel did according to all that the Lord

commanded Moses: so they pitched by their standards, and so they set forward, every

one after their families, according to the house of their fathers.

His Anointing In You

It is not YOUR anointing: HIS anointing working in you, HIS Spirit working in you.

Beyond anything you can ask or think, or pray! This is beyond all of that! This is true
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Pentecost! This is the true certainty of the inheritance: The Spirit that we have received,

the anointing revealing, working in you the inheritance of the firstborn – High Priest,

King. The right – the birthright. Ezekiel 21:24-27, “ Therefore thus saith the Lord God:

Because ye have made your iniquity to be remembered, in that your transgressions are

discovered, so that in all your doings your sins do appear; because, I say, ye shall be

taken with the hand. And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come,

when iniquity shall have an end, Thus saith the Lord God; Remove the diadem, and take

off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is

high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come

whose right it is: and I will give it him.” This is Ezekiel prophesying to Israel. Israel is

at that time in captivity in Babylon. The City and the Temple are ransacked, burned

down, torn down and destroyed. All of that is a type of what would come because of

their rejection of the very Person of Jesus Christ. But because they rejected the type and

shadow of Him they were taken into Babylon and the whole thing was destroyed. We

know there was a brief return of a remnant, a recovery, and a rebuilding of the Temple,

but it was just kind of a rebuilt thing. And because it was a type of what would happen

in Christ, The Spirit came and said ‘Don’t worry about this, because the latter house will

have a greater glory! There’s a greater House and a greater Glory yet to come, but this is

just a representation of it.’

Romans 8:11,26,27 – But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in

you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his

Spirit that dwelleth in you…Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know

not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us

with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what

is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the

will of God.

Ephesians 3:20 – Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that

we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.

Acts 2:1 – And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord

in one place.

John 1:11 – He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

Matthew 24:2- And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples

came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.

2 Chronicles 36:15-20 – And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his

messengers, rising betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and

on his dwelling place: But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words,
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and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till there

was no remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew

their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion

upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all into

his hand. And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of

the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he

brought to Babylon. And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of

Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly

vessels thereof. And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon;

where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of Persia.

Ezra 1:5;2:1 – Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the

priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the

house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem…Now these are the children of the province

that went up out of the captivity, of those which had been carried away, whom

Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away unto Babylon, and came again

unto Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto his city.

Haggai 2:9 – The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the

Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.

The Greater

And that’s what Jesus was talking about in John 2:19, “ Jesus answered and said unto

them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Greater House; The

House of His Glory. This is the House we are talking about. That’s the setting for

Ezekiel 21:24-27, “ Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Because ye have made your

iniquity to be remembered, in that your transgressions are discovered, so that in all

your doings your sins do appear; because, I say that ye are come to remembrance, ye

shall be taken with the land. And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is

come, when iniquity shall had an end. Thus saith the Lord God; Remove the diadem,

and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him

that is high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more…” And he’s

speaking there of the whole of natural Israel. In type and shadow He did this in that

Babylonian captivity, but looking to a time when He says take off the crown: it doesn’t

belong to you. “… until he come whose right it is  ( BIRTHRIGHT!) and I will give it

him.” That just thrills me! God looks at that mess that it has become – natural Israel as

they are in captivity, and yet they are prophetic of what He would do, so He stirs up His

prophet and He says tell them your sins are discovered. This is exactly what The Lord

God is saying each time He reveals His Son in the believer (in me, in you, in His Body).

‘I’m taking away the diadem; take off the crown, it doesn’t belong to you, and it will
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never be given again UNTIL He comes whose right it is. I have chosen HIM!’

Historically that came true, and of course spiritually it was more true. Finally – HE

CAME! He came in lowliness. God was going to exalt Him. He became obedient unto

death, even the death of the Cross. We must understand our Bible. It didn’t just start out

with Him on some straw with some animals. No – He became MAN! He became low by

becoming me and by becoming you! That’s where He became low: that’s where He

became nothing. That’s where He made Himself of no reputation. That’s where He took

on the form of a servant, and became obedient unto death.

Hebrews 3:6 – But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold

fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.

Galatians 4:4 – But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made

of a woman, made under the law.

Philippians 2:6-8 – Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal

with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,

and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled

himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Luke 2:7,16 – And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling

clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn…And

they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

Hebrews 2:9 – But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should

taste death for every man.

This Is My Beloved Son

Philippians 2:9, “ Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name

which is above every name.” Yes sir, raised Him up as firstborn from among the dead,

gave Him the diadem, made Him a High Priest, put the crown on His Head, put the robe

of righteousness around Him and said – HERE HE IS – MY FIRSTBORN! Hear ye

Him! The Anointed of God: The Christ of God Who is Priest and King – whose Body

you are; who dwells in you, and who shares the inheritance by the anointing. The

anointing – the anointing working in us.

Psalm 2:7 – I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this

day have I begotten thee.
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Hebrews 1:5 – For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my son, this

day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a

Son?

Matthew 17:5 – While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and

behold a voice out of the cloud which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well

pleased; hear ye him.

The Anointing is For Others

The double portion. Genesis 14:18, “ And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth

bread and wine…” Look at the beautiful type here: brought forth bread and wine. Jesus

says, “Except you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you have no life in you.” (John 6:53)

This is our union with Him. That is being shown to Abraham. “… and he was the priest

of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high

God, possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed be the most high God, which hath

delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.” You see because

the greater always blesses. Here’s the true nature of the inheritance. The greater always

blesses. The anointing is not in you for YOU. When will we ever learn that the

anointing is in you for others. It is FOR OTHERS. Even in type and shadow The High

Priest did not enter into the presence of God for himself, but for all of Israel whom he

carried upon his breast. The Son of God, our true High Priest, is not entered into the

presence of God for Himself. As I said, He never had to leave it to begin with. He could

have just remained if it was all for Him. He never had to lay it aside. No – He enters

into the presence of The Father as “…the way, the truth and the life…”(John 14:6) FOR

US! That IN HIM we stand where no man could ever stand! “… no man cometh to the

Father but by me.” But is that where it stops? No, the blessings wherewith we are

blessed, the inheritance; the nature of it is for the nations. The nature of it is for others.

Exodus 28:21,29 – And the stones shall be with the names of the children of Israel,

twelve, according to their names, like the engravings of a signet; every one with his

name shall they be according to the twelve tribes… And Aaron shall bear the names of

the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in

unto the holy place, for a memorial before the Lord continually.

Hebrews 7:7, 25 – And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the

better…Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by

him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.
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Hebrews 9:24 – For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which

are the figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God

for us.

Genesis 12:3 – And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee;

and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

John 17:21,23 – That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that

they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me… I in

them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one: and that the world may

know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

The Order of Melchisedec

My God, what we’ve done however is created RELIGION! Religion is the greatest

enemy that God has ever had! The Truth as it is in Christ has nothing to do with

“religion”; we’re actually talking about PRESENCING: presencing The Lord, The High

Priest, The King. Genesis 14:19, “ And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of

the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth.” Heaven – earth; Priest – King. “

And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.

And he gave him tithes of all.” Hebrews 5:5,6, “ So also Christ glorified not himself to

be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, thou art my Son, to day have I

begotten thee. As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the

order of Melchisedec.” He also said that in Psalm 2:7,8, “ I will declare the decree: the

Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and

I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth

for thy possession.” Then Psalms 110:1-4, “ The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my

right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall send the rod of thy

strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. Thy people shall be willing

in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning (that’s

the Resurrection - coming out from among the dead): thou hast the dew of thy youth.

The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of

Melchizedek.” The Hebrews writer used these very references to show that the order set

forth in Melchisedec comes finally to be fulfilled in none other than The Lord Jesus

Christ! And then it is this same Hebrews writer who brings us into Divine union with

Him having declared this King is set upon Mount Zion. This King and this rod reigns

out of Zion. That same Hebrews writer says “ But ye are come unto mount Sion, and

unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company

of angels.”(Hebrews 12:22)
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Mark 7:7-9,13 – Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the

commandments of men, For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition

of men, as the washing of pots and cups; and many other such like things ye do. And he

said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own

tradition…Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have

delivered: and many such like things do ye.

Matthew 5:17 – Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not

come to destroy, but to fulfil.

Righteousness and Peace

Hebrews 7:1,2, “ For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who

met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; To whom also

Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness,

and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace.” See, now this is where our

whole lesson starts. King of what? Working in you what? King of what? Putting down

IN YOU all the enemies – His enemies. Enemies of what? Righteousness. Working in

you – righteousness. Ruling in righteousness, judging in righteousness. This is how we

live ON EARTH. Not only that – peace: peace ruling. Having made the Jew and the

Gentile one in the body of His Cross, thus making PEACE. One New Man who is at

peace. I’ll just leave those things, but this is the character and nature of the Kingdom.

It’s PEACE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. It’s not warfare and who can be the greatest: it’s

peace and righteousness ruling; the righteousness of God ruling in every circumstance,

in every situation. I’m not talking about SELF righteousness: I’m talking about the

righteousness of GOD ruling. I hate self righteousness, and God hates self

righteousness.

Hebrews 1:13 – But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand,

until I make thine enemies thy footstool?

Philippians 3:18 – For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even

weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ.

2 Corinthians 10:5 – Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth

itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the

obedience of Christ.

Philippians 2:13 – For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good

pleasure.
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Malachi 4:2 – But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with

healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.

Colossians 3:15 – And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are

called in one body; and be ye thankful.

Ephesians 2:15-18 – Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of

commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man,

so making peace. And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross,

having slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were afar

off, and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto

the Father.

Mark 9:34 – But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed amongst

themselves, who should be the greatest.

Proverbs 16:18; 18:12 – Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a

fall…Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honor is humility.

Isaiah 10:33 – Behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror: and

the high ones of stature shall be hewn down, and the haughty shall be humbled.

His Righteousness

Don’t start talking to me about clothes and food and drink. Righteousness is NOT about

putting off rings, make up, and hair dye and putting on face powder! It is about putting

off (in our hearts) the Old Man and putting on (in our hearts) the New Man.  It is about

being clothed upon with Christ. See how silly all that seems when you really see what

the inheritance is and the anointing is? Then that all sounds so silly and mundane. But

it’s the righteousness of God. Certainly righteousness; but the Kingdom of

righteousness. Righteousness ruling in you: righteousness being expressed, made

manifest through YOU.

Colossians 2:16 – Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of

an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days.

1 Peter 3:3,4 – Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting of hair,

and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the

heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,

which is in the sight of God of great price.
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Isaiah 64:6 – But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as

filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us

away.

2 Corinthians 5:2,3 – For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with

our house which is from heaven: If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.

1 Corinthians 1:30 – But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us

wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.

My Day

First of all interpreted – Hebrews 7:2, “ …first being by interpretation King of

righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; Without

father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of

life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.” This does not

mean that Melchisedec as a type was not born. It means as to his Priesthood and as to

his Kingdom he didn’t inherit it from descendants. It was not like the Aaron lineage of

the Priesthood. And therefore it represented that Priesthood that had no beginning and

that had no end. “Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch

Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.” Now go to John 8:56, “Your father Abraham

rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.” I guess so: he saw it, was glad and

paid tithes to it! MY DAY – when did he see that day? He saw it when Melchisedec

came out and brought him wine and bread, and showed to him the rule of Jesus Christ:

the Priesthood and the Kingdom of Jesus Christ! And he brought the blessings in with

that, and said, ‘Blessed be Abraham’. That’s what God had already said. He saw MY

DAY and he rejoiced and was glad. Yes he was! And not only that, but in Abraham the

whole Levitical Priesthood paid tithes to the greater High Priest. And that’s why the

Hebrews writer is mentioning it: because he’s showing that this Levitical Priesthood

that is still in operation has already paid tithes to this Greater One. When they were in

Abraham they paid tithes to the Greater High Priest, and then he’s telling them The

Greater High Priest has come!

Exodus 28:1 – And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from

among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest’s office, even

Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar Aaron’s sons.

Hebrews 7:5,9,10 – And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of

the priesthood, have commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law,

that is, of their brethren though they come out of the loins of Abraham…And as I may so
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say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham, For he was yet in the loins

of his father, when Melchisedec met him.

The True Order of Melchisedec
(The Order of An Endless Life)

Yes, that’s why they got upset with Jesus. John 8:57, “ Then said the Jews unto him,

Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them,

Verily, verily I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.” Melchisedec was a vision of

all of this: a prophecy, a type, a shadow of that reality. Back to Hebrews 7:12, “ For the

priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. For he of

whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave

attendance at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah; of which

tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.” No, because Christ brought it all

together in Himself. He brought Levi and Judah together as High Priest and King. “And

it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth

another priest, Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the

power of an endless life.”  Now here’s what I want us to see: the double portion of

Melchisedec, which Melchisedec represented; the order of Melchisedec is the order of

an endless life, but the order is NOT endless life. And that is a great mistake. Many

have preached on Melchisedec and say these are people that are never going to die. And

they are talking about in the flesh, because they say ‘the order is endless life.’ But Christ

IS endless life: what need has He of that order? The order of an endless life was Priest

and King: the double portion of the inheritance. There’s the order, but it’s an ENDLESS

Priesthood and an ENDLESS Kingdom; but the order is Priest and King. Christ fulfilled

the order. Why? Because He is of an endless Life by The Resurrection, therefore as

Priest and King He is the order of an endless Priesthood and an endless Kingdom, and in

that we have OUR SECURITY. Our High Priest is not going to die because He was

made High Priest in Resurrection from among the dead! Our King is not going to grow

old and die because His has an endless Throne and an endless Kingdom. He was

decreed King in Resurrection from among the dead. The order of an endless life is The

High Priest and The King.

Hebrews 5:6; 1:8; 7:23-25 – As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever

after the order of Melchisedec…But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for

ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom…And they truly

were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: But

this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he

is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever

liveth to make intercession for them.
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The True Melchisedec Order

That’s the true Melchisedec order. Anyone who would take time to just read would see

that. The description of Melchisedec by interpretation was both High Priest and King.

Priest of the God of heaven and earth – that takes us into an altogether different reality.

King of peace and righteousness. The double portion is the anointing – High Priest and

King. It is by this inheritance that Christ is related to us. Or better said, by which we are

related to Him. Hebrews 8:1 says, “Now of the things which we have spoken, this is the

sum: We have such an high priest…” I love Hebrews 8 because the writer says here is

the summation of all that I have said up until now. WE HAVE SUCH A HIGH PRIEST.

See, here’s where we relate to Him. Here’s where He is related to us – by this anointing.

Kingdom of Priests

Not only that, in Revelation 5 we have The Lamb who sits upon The Throne, having all

power: The Ruling Lamb, The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the King of Kings has made of

us a Kingdom and a Priesthood. He has taken what The High Priest has done – a

Priesthood – you and I, Christ in you - a Priesthood. Christ as King has taken that

Priesthood and made a Kingdom out of it. So it is a Kingdom of Priests. Now it really

became perverted under the State Church of Rome after the so-called conversion of

Constantine and then the Catholic Church was birthed where they had this order of

Priests. It’s just that they had a certain number that were Priests. They had this Kingdom

of Priests, but then the people were just separate, and perversion came about right there.

There are not some Priests and some others. No – it’s a whole Kingdom of Priests.

Everybody in the Kingdom is Priest! Why? Because our King is High Priest, and our

High Priest is King! What an anointing!

Revelation 5:13,5,10 – And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and

under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying,

Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne,

and unto the Lamb for ever and ever…And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not:

behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, hath prevailed to open the book,

and to loose the seven seals thereof…And hast made us unto our God kings and priests:

and we shall reign on the earth.

Exodus 19:6 – And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These

are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.
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The Anointing – In You

What an anointing when you realize in praying that God is NOT far off and you have to

holler real loud for Him to hear you! What a difference, what a comprehension, what an

understanding! Where is this Anointed One? HE IS IN YOU! Now in closing let’s turn

to 1John 2:27, “ But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye

need not that any man teach you…” And let me just say this has nothing to do with

receiving instruction one from another. The issue here is knowing who is or is not

CHRIST, or being led away by Anti-Christ, or coming up to something that is not

Christ. And God is saying you have no need that any man teach you what is and what is

not Christ. The anointing that is in you will teach you that. Well certainly, because the

Anointing is CHRIST! The anointing is HIS; it is upon HIM. It is when Christ is

revealed that the anointing is working. When is the Spirit of God truly at work in our

hearts? When THE SON IS BEING REVEALED!

1 Kings 18:26-28,36,37 – And they took the bullock which was given them, and they

dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O

Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, neither any that answered. And they leaped upon

the altar  which was made. And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them and

said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a

journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. And they cried aloud, and

cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon

them… And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that

Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let

it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I

have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may

know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.

John 16:13,14 – Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all

truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he

speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of

mine, and shall shew it unto you.

The Anointing – The Spirit of Truth

What is this anointing except The Spirit of Truth which abideth in you revealing The

Priest, revealing The King and working in you that very double portion, that very

inheritance. The anointing is IN YOU. 1 John 2:27,28, “ But the anointing which ye

have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the

same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath

taught you, ye shall abide in him. And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he
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shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming

(presence).” The anointing is in you! That’s the reason it upsets me so much when

someone says we’ve received The Spirit (and you might as well say the anointing) as a

“down payment”. Down payment on what? No, it’s the anointing that worketh in you

the inheritance. The inheritance is this double portion of Christ. What is a double

portion of Christ? High Priest and King – that’s the double portion of the firstborn.

That’s the double portion of Christ. My God – wake up and smell the Rose of Sharon! It

is Christ Who is in you! What is the Christian world, and the ignorance of religion

talking about when they say, ‘Well, we’ve got a High Priest but The King hasn’t come

yet.’ What do you mean? No – what we have received is the double portion that belongs

to Christ: the double portion that IS Christ! High Priest and King – NOW! And God

desires that that anointing would work in us at all times, in every place, making manifest

BY us the savour of the knowledge of HIM!

John 14:16,17 – And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter,

that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot

receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth

with you and shall be in you.

Song of Solomon 2:1 – I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.

2 Corinthians 2:14 – Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in

Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

The Anointing Knows

You say how do we know whether we need to manifest The High Priest or manifest The

King? Well thank God that’s not your problem. That’s the anointing, and the anointing

knows. The anointing knows whether this situation calls for High Priest or King. We

learn to be sensitive to the working of The Spirit - to the anointing. Oh my God, because

the inheritance is worked in you by the anointing. And I pray we can see this. It’s not

YOURS to grab and run off with. It’s not YOURS in that way at all. But it worketh in

you, because Christ is in you, and because you are in Him. So this is a thumbnail sketch

of The Inheritance of The Firstborn – the double portion that worketh by the anointing.

And it just opens up the whole book. And may it do that for you and me in our hearts.

There is no end to the anointing: there is no end to this Kingdom, this Priesthood. There

is no end to the working of Christ in you; in the “…we have such an high

priest…”(Hebrews 8:1) And The King is resident. He sits upon His Throne.
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Yes, the double portion brought together in Him. This is the reason I put such emphasis

on ONE – all equaling the whole. ONE; because it all comes together in One. It pleased

The Father that all things should be summed up in His Son – One. Ephesians 1:10, “

That in the administration of the fulness of times (which is the administration of The

Spirit) he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven,

and which are on earth; even IN HIM.” So He has done it. May we just set our hearts

to KNOW HIM. Amen.
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