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CHAPTER ONE 
 

 

THE CHURCH –  

REALIZED AND DEFINED IN CHRIST 
 

 

A Reality in Christ 
 

As I considered what the Lord would have us to hear from the Spirit at this 

time, He began to deal with me about a certain reality that we find in the Lord 

Jesus Christ: a reality to which we come, a reality that we face in the Lord 

Jesus Christ. It is a reality concerning our relationship with Him, and an 

understanding that begins to motivate us in every aspect of our living. This is 

most particularly a reality that motivates us in our corporate living. Therefore, 

we will just call the name of these sharings: CHRIST THE CHURCH. I want 

to speak to you as The Church, but we’ll add just a phrase to that: The Church 

realized and defined in the Person of Christ. How is the Church defined in 

Christ? How does the Spirit of God define the Church? What is the 

relationship between Christ and the Church? Are they different? Are they 

separate? Are they two or are they one? Does Christ give meaning and 

purpose to the Church or does the Church give meaning and purpose to 

Christ? What would, and what does the Spirit say to the Church? The Church 

– those who have ears to hear, eyes to see and a heart to know Christ. 

 

 

Relationship of Christ and the Church 
 

So I want to share with you concerning the Church and its relationship to 

Christ. Is the Church a place we go, or is it something we do, or is it 

something we are? How is the Church defined by the Spirit of God? Now 

there is something I want to say to you, and I believe it is something the Spirit 

of God wants us to hear. Let’s look at John 4:19-23. This is the story of the 

Samaritan woman meeting Jesus at that well. We are all familiar with that 

story, but the part that I am interested in is the part that Jesus said to her. “The 

woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. Our fathers 

worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where 

men ought to worship.” What she’s saying here is this: the Samaritans 

worshipped in a particular place, a particular mountain, but the Jews 
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worshipped in Jerusalem only. Moreover, she is telling Jesus I’ve been trained 

all of my life: my father and father’s father – all of the Samaritans – we 

worship God in THIS mountain. I’ve been told that you must come to THIS 

mountain to worship God because this is where God is found. 

 

 

Worshipping God 
 

He is found in THIS mountain. However, you Jews: you say that we must 

come to Jerusalem: to the Temple that is there. You say that if we are going to 

worship God we have to come there because that is the only place that God is 

found. That was her dilemma. She recognized Christ as a prophet, so deep in 

her heart she wanted Christ to give her an answer: which of these two places 

is right? As we go on, we are going to find that many of us are disturbed by 

the same kind of questions. Which place is right? Which thing is right? Which 

method is right? Whose baptism is right? And on and on it goes. Listen to the 

answer Jesus gave her. Verse 21, “ Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, 

the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, 

worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: 

for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and NOW is, when the true 

worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father 

seeketh such to worship him.” The hour NOW IS! 

 

 

Getting Out/Entering In 
 

We are going to look at Exodus 15:17. Israel had just been delivered from 

Egypt. It had just come across the Red Sea, and many things had occurred: 

the Passover, the entering in through the door, baptism into the sea, which is a 

type of being baptized into the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. They came through all that, and now they are singing a song – a song 

of deliverance, a song of getting out… or was it? Was it about getting out? Is 

Salvation about getting out? Right now in your heart – you answer this 

question: to you is Salvation a matter of getting out? What do you believe? If 

you would define Salvation right now, how would you define it? I am going 

to ask you the same thing about the Church. Look at the story. God had 

delivered Israel: there is no doubt about that. But is Salvation getting out… or 

is Salvation ENTERING IN? Go back to the door: that’s where it began with 

Israel. Was it a door out, or was it a door in? Jesus answers the question: 
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Jesus tells us. In John 10:9 Jesus says, “I am the door…”Listen to His 

statement. “…by me if any man enter in…” The Door is IN! The blood was 

on the door. They had to enter in. They were delivered from Egypt, but they 

were delivered from Egypt not by simply getting OUT of Egypt, but by 

entering IN through the door. Salvation is more than getting out of something.  

 

References: 

Colossians 1:12-13 

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of 

the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of 

darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. 

 

Exodus 19:4 

Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' 

wings, and brought you unto myself. 

 

John 10:9 

I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in 

and out, and find pasture. 

     

Psalms 118:19-21 

Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise 

the LORD: This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter. I will 

praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation. 

 

 

The Greatness of Salvation 
 

The one thing is accomplished, but it is accomplished by entering in. The 

greatness of Salvation is NOT getting us out. The greatness of Salvation is 

that into which we enter. The greatness of Salvation was found inside that 

house. They sat down as a household and they ate the greatness of Salvation – 

they ate the flesh of the lamb! The greatness of Salvation is feeding upon The 

Lord Jesus Christ! It is He who says “I am meat indeed, I am drink indeed. 

Except you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you have no life in you.”(John 

6:53) The greatness of Salvation is not to escape. The greatness of Salvation 

is Life and Life more abundantly. And that Life is in The Son. They ate the 

greatness of their Salvation. 
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God’s Concept of Salvation 
 

Now all of this is behind them, and they are singing the song of deliverance. 

Is the theme; is the title of this song “Getting out”? I just want to talk with 

you: man to man, believer to believer. I just want to question your heart: how 

do you think, what is our idea, our concept of Salvation? That determines how 

you live. So they were singing this song. Again – what is the title of this 

song? How can you sum this song up in one verse: because it is summed up in 

one verse. Is it about getting out? You see, they were out, they were 

delivered, but was that it? Was that how God saw them? Did God see them as 

escapees from Egypt? Or did God see them in His Son? What did He say 

about them? “Tell Pharaoh, Israel is my son, even my firstborn.” (Exodus 

4:22) Now Old Covenant Israel was that representatively: in types and 

shadow that’s who they were. That’s how God dealt with them. God dealt 

with them according to THE TRUTH, as He understands it to be in Christ 

Jesus. Israel always pointed beyond themselves: their tabernacle did, their 

priesthood did, their Kings did, Solomon did, David did. Everything of Israel 

spoke of something greater than them. To whom did they point? THE LORD 

JESUS CHRIST! 

 

References: 

Matthew 12:6 

But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than the temple. 

     

Matt 12:41-42 

The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall 

condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a 

greater than Jonas is here. The queen of the south shall rise up in the 

judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the 

uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a 

greater than Solomon is here. 

     

John 8:56-58 

Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 

Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou 

seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before 

Abraham was, I am. 
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God Looks At His Son 
 

Yes, so when God tells Pharaoh Israel is my son, even my firstborn, He is 

looking right at THE CROSS. He is looking right at HIS OWN SON. When 

He told Israel take a lamb, slay the lamb… He is looking right at His Son 

when He said that. When He said put that blood upon the door… He is 

looking right at His Son. So I’m asking again: in God’s viewpoint, what was 

their Salvation: being OUT of Egypt, or being IN the Son? Getting out 

represents a moment. Being in the Son represents a life long eternal journey. 

We live in Him, we walk in Him, we move in Him! Hallelujah! So what is the 

name of the song they are singing? If we could give it a name, what would we 

name it? Look at verse 17. This is part of the song and sums up the whole 

theme. Remember now: they are out, but here’s the purpose, here’s the reality 

of it. 

 

References: 

Acts 17:28 

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your 

own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 

     

Phil 3:9 

And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 

but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 

God by faith. 

 

 

Thou Shalt Bring Them In 
 

“ Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine 

inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, 

in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established.” Thou shalt 

bring them IN. The whole plan and purpose of God is about being IN – IN 

His House, IN His Sanctuary. The whole theme and truth of the New 

Covenant is about being IN Christ Jesus. Over 200 times Paul refers to that 

reality. “ But now IN Christ Jesus ye are made nigh by the blood of the 

lamb.” (Ephesians 2:13) “… IN whom we have the inheritance…” (Ephesians 

1:11) IN Whom we live. Over 200 times! For “He hath quickened you 

together, raised you together, seated you together in heavenly places IN 

Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:5,6) Over 200 times. This song is fulfilled 
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CHRIST JESUS. I could stay here many days, and we could not exhaust the 

scriptures that declare this fulfillment. We could not do it: there is just too 

many of them. I just wanted to look at this verse because we need to begin to 

get God’s mind on things. If we are going to define the Church in its 

relationship to Christ, then everything else of Spiritual Life must also be 

defined in its relationship to Christ. The Church exists because of Salvation. 

The following excerpts is from the book “In Christ” by T. Austin Sparks –  

 

References: 

Colossians 2:6 

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 

Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been 

taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

 

Colossians 2:10 

And you have come to fullness of life in him, who is the head of all rule and 

authority. – Revised Standard Version 

     

1 John 5:20 

And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 

understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is 

true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 

 

 

Understanding Salvation 
 

“If we do not understand Salvation; if we do not understand God’s thought 

concerning Salvation, how can we possibly understand the Church, because 

the Church exists by Salvation? If we have a wrong concept of Salvation, or a 

concept that is less than the full thought of God, then our concept of the 

Church will be the same. And whatever our concept of the Church may be, 

that is our concept of ourselves. It’s extremely important that you and I 

allow the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth to define Spiritual things: not our 

understanding, not our mind, but that we have the mind of the Spirit in the 

things of God.” 
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Make Me a Sanctuary 
 

Now Exodus 25:8. This is God’s instruction to Moses. “And let them make me 

a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.” Now there’s a two-fold meaning 

to this scripture. There is a tremendous two-fold understanding here that is 

fulfilled in Christ. Let them make Me a sanctuary. We’ll just deal now with 

the first thought of this verse. It is simply this: God desires a place to dwell. It 

is in the heart, in the mind, and in the nature of God to dwell in those that are 

His. Therefore, His first instruction to Moses concerning Israel is, “Let them 

make ME a tabernacle that I may have a place to dwell in the midst of 

Israel.” Now that is under the Old Covenant. It is a type and a shadow of that 

which was yet to come. Nevertheless, under that administration it was very, 

very real. The presence of God did come down: it was in the form of a cloud, 

in the form of a pillar of fire, but it was very real in that administration. It was 

the presence of God made manifest in that way. It spoke of a greater to come: 

a greater glory, and therefore, greater house. Nevertheless, under that 

administration it was very, very real. We need to understand that. 

 

References: 

Exodus 15:2 

The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my 

God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt 

him. 

     

Ephesians 2:19-22 

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens 

with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 

corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an 

holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an 

habitation of God through the Spirit. 

     

Hebrews 3:2-6 

Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all 

his house. For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, 

inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. 

For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God. 

And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of 

those things which were to be spoken after; But Christ as a son over his own 
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house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of 

the hope firm unto the end. 

 

 

Old Covenant – A Pattern 
 

The Old Administration, the Old Covenant is a PATTERN of all that was to 

come, and did come in Christ Jesus. That’s the reason God was so specific 

with Moses. “See that you do everything according to the pattern that I 

revealed to you in the mountain.” (Exodus 25:9 and Hebrews 8:5) What was 

God after – just a good tent? No, the pattern was to be fulfilled in Christ: the 

pattern was of the good things that would come with Christ – the Eternal 

things, the incorruptible things. The pattern had to be right, because the 

pattern was of a spiritual reality fulfilled in Christ. 

 

References: 

Colossians 2:16-17 

Therefore suffer no one to sit in judgement on you as to eating or drinking or 

with regard to a festival, a new moon or a sabbath. These were a shadow of 

things that were soon to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. –  

Weymouth 

     

Hebrews 10:1 

For, since the Law exhibits only an outline of the blessings to come and not a 

perfect representation of the things themselves, the priests can never, by 

repeating the same sacrifices which they continually offer year after year, 

give complete freedom from sin to those who draw near. – Weymouth 

 

 

God Desires A Dwelling Place 
 

God has throughout the scripture made His Plan, His purpose, His heart 

known. He desires to dwell in His creation, He desires to dwell in those that 

are His, He desires a dwelling place. We need to consider that: God who 

created the heavens and earth, who created universes, who created everything 

that does exist – seen or unseen: this God desires to dwell with men! If that is 

the heart and purpose of God and it is clear in the scripture that it is – do you 

not understand then that Salvation would have THAT as its purpose? Why 

would God have that kind of a desire? Why would He declare that from 
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Genesis to Revelation and then give us a Salvation that did not accomplish 

that? The Salvation that Israel had was a type and a shadow, but it 

accomplished God’s desire! God dwelt in their midst. Yes, representatively; 

yes in cloud and fire. Nevertheless, it was very real: it was the presence of 

God. It was not fully revealed, but it was the presence of God. If the Old 

Covenant facilitated that: if the Old Tabernacle facilitated that, what of the 

New? 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 

in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the 

temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 

 

 

The Church of Jesus Christ 
 

If the Church in the wilderness facilitated that under the leadership of Moses, 

what of the Church of Jesus Christ under His Headship? Yet is that the way 

you and I think of the Church? Is that the way we define the Church? Is that 

the understanding we have of the Church: for the purpose of its existence? I 

know we read it in the scripture, but is that the way we in our heart of hearts 

think? When you pray is it with THAT understanding? When you preach is it 

with THAT understanding? I am not saying you just have to preach that one 

thing over and over and over again, but when you do preach, it should be out 

from the understanding of our union with Christ. We should speak out from 

THE TRUTH that is in us. I’m trying to reason with you in the scripture. If 

this is God’s heart and mind, and this is what God wants: if this is what He 

actually said, and if this is the promise He gave: ‘I will be in them; they shall 

be in Me; I will live in them; I will bring them into My mountain; I will 

establish them in My sanctuary; I desire to dwell in My people – not simply 

be among them as I was among Israel. No, I want to dwell IN them.’ Then I 

simply ask you again: should not Salvation accomplish this? And if it does 

not accomplish this, then what good is it? Dear believer, Salvation is much 

more than a promise. Salvation is that promise NOW fulfilled in Christ. 
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References: 

Psalms 85:9-10 

Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our 

land. Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed 

each other. 

     

Zechariah 2:10-11 

Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the 

midst of thee, saith the LORD. And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in 

that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and 

thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee. 

 

Zechariah 8:3 

Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of 

the LORD of hosts the holy mountain. 

     

2 Corinthians 6:16-18 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out 

from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 

unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye 

shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.  

 

 

A New Understanding 
 

I can tell you it DOES accomplish this. However, is that accomplished in our 

hearts? How do we define Salvation? How do we define the Church? We are 

going to look at the gospel of John. Now the gospel of John was written long 

after the earthly life of Jesus. Many believers don’t really understand that. 

Many believers seem to have the idea that the gospel of John was written by 

John kind of like a daily diary in the life of Jesus. That is not so. John had no 

understanding to write during the earthly life of Jesus. The Holy Spirit had 

not come. Christ did not dwell in them, and they could only see Him with 

their natural eyes. This gospel is written long after that time: after the Cross. 

This gospel is written in the power of the resurrection. It is written by a man 

who understands that Christ is in him. Read his epistles and you will see that. 

So we have to understand that John is writing this gospel from an altogether 
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different understanding than he had during the days of the events that he 

describes. Now he looks at what Jesus says with a different understanding. He 

is recalling the words of Jesus, the events, the places, now with an altogether 

different understanding. And so, see how he writes. This gospel begins with: “ 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.” 

 

 

The Word Dwelt Among Us 
 

So now John 1:14. Here John gives a testimony that he could not have given 

during the earthly ministry of Jesus. Now in reference to that very Word: 

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 

truth.” The word “dwelt among us” properly translated is ‘and the Word 

TABERNACLED among us.’ No doubt, John was thinking of that Old 

Covenant Tabernacle where God said tell them to make Me a tabernacle that I 

may dwell among them. He is saying this very Word: One with God – this 

Word in the beginning with God, was made flesh and tabernacled among us! 

 
References: 

Leviticus 26:11-12 

And I will set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you. 

And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people. 

     

Psalms 132:13-18 

For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. This is 

my rest forever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it. I will abundantly bless 

her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread. I will also clothe her priests 

with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. There will I make the 

horn of David to bud: I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. His enemies 

will I clothe with shame: but upon himself shall his crown flourish. 

 

John 1:14 

And the Word became flesh, and did tabernacle among us, and we beheld his 

glory, glory as of an only begotten of a father, full of grace and truth. – 

Young’s Literal Translation 
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The Origin of The Church 
 

So now in view of these scriptures and what we have said, I just want to take 

us back in our thinking before the modern day myth of the Church. Let us go 

back to the origin of the Church before man put his hand upon it. In its origin, 

the Church was a pure and a simple Work of the Spirit. It was not as 

complicated as we have made it to be. There weren’t 300 different 

denominations: there were no Calvinists, there were no dispensationalists. 

Those things did not exist. It was a pure Work of the Spirit. Man did not 

begin it: man did not conceive it. It was conceived in the heart of God and it 

was fulfilled in His Son through His death, burial, and resurrection. It was a 

Work of the Spirit, and I ask you has the Church really changed, or it is OUR 

concept that has changed? I mean, after an unimaginable amount of time – for 

the Church was conceived in the heart of God before the foundation of the 

world; and then with the fulness of time, God sent His Son. Then with the 

coming of the Spirit of Truth God began to reveal His Son in the hearts of the 

very people in whom The Son lives and He called it THE CHURCH. 

 

 

Man’s Hand On God’s Work 
 

Now, after all of that, did God get to the twentieth century and say ‘I’ve made 

a mistake. My whole concept was wrong; I do not really want to dwell in My 

people. My whole plan of Salvation is wrong and I need to conceive another 

plan. So I’ll raise up some men here in the twentieth century, and I’ll turn it 

over to them. And I’ll let them fight among themselves, and I’ll let them exalt 

one above another, and I will let them split my flock and divide My house 

against itself. I will tell man – put your hand on it since I didn’t get it done. 

You finish it.’ Well, with or without God’s permission man did exactly that. 

Man found it necessary to put his hand on a pure Work of the Spirit, on a 

Divine Work of God. How do you feel about that? Have we made it better? Is 

it more powerful in the things of God? Have we actually raised up better 

preachers and teachers than Paul, Peter and John? Where there was no 

religion, we have made a religion. Where there was no division, we have 

made a division. WE have reversed the whole philosophy of Paul who said, “ 

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, 

not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish 

things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak 

things of the world to confound the things which are mighty.” (1 Corinthians 
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1:26, 27) “We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 

power may be of God, and not of us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7) 

 

 

The Treasure is In You 
 

But we have reversed that philosophy. You have to list that among our 

“accomplishments”. We have totally reversed that idea. I have ministered this 

gospel that comes by the revealing of Christ 46 years, and for that long I have 

been involved with Christians in almost every country on the face of the 

earth, and I know how we love to exalt ourselves. However, we’re just ‘clay 

pots’ – made out of different colors of dirt! That’s it! The treasure is in you: 

the Great One is IN YOU. The Shepherd – He is in you! The Apostle of our 

faith – He is in you! The Bishop of our soul – He is in you! The Church is, in 

principle, in purpose, in fact of birth, His Body. The Temple of His Glory. 

 

References: 

Colossians 1:27 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.     

 

Ephesians 3:21 

Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 

without end. Amen. 

 

 

The Father’s Plan 
 

John 4:19, “ Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet of God…” He’s more than 

a prophet! He is The Word of God – and He is IN YOU! It is not the plan of 

the Father to give up being God. It is the plan of the Father that God be in you 

– not that you become God. That’s NOT His plan. It’s the purpose of God that 

we be the House of God; not the God of the House. It is not MY name that is 

written upon it: it’s HIS Name that is written upon it. I pray we can see this. I 

want us to have our hearts stirred up and our motivations exposed as to how 

we think of Salvation; as to how we think with regard to the Church. Have we 

come to see all things realized and defined in the Person of The Son, or are 

we bringing our definition upon it because it suits our purpose to do that? You 

see, it’s not OUR purpose that the Bible is about. It’s GOD’S purpose, and 
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God has put the Name that HE wants upon HIS purpose. And it’s not my 

name. 

 

References: 

1 Kings 9:3 

And the LORD said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, 

that thou hast made before me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast 

built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be 

there perpetually. 

     

Revelations 14:1 

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an 

hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their 

foreheads. 

     

Hebrews 1:4 

Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance 

obtained a more excellent name than they. 

 

 

Christ Never Changes 
 

Look with me in 1 Corinthians 12. I have said that the origin of the Church 

was pure and spiritual: a Work of the Spirit. Just consider this verse: verse 12, 

“ For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of 

that one body, being many, are one body; so also is Christ.” We really need 

to consider this verse right now – in the twenty-first century. Consider when it 

was written. It was written in the heart of God; from the beginning, it was His 

Word. Then that Word was made manifest and tabernacled among men. Then 

by the Cross – His death, burial and resurrection, that same Word came to 

tabernacle IN men, and is the Word of God in you NOW. This scripture is 

testifying of that same Word – that Word which is out from the beginning: 

that Word Who lives in you now. That Word is CHRIST! Christ does not 

change! If Christ does not change, what did change? If Christ does not 

change, what happened to the body? Christ is still as He always was – “…so 

also is Christ.” He has not changed: what happened to us? Maybe that’s too 

great a question for us to consider now, but if we are to truly have the Spirit 

of Truth, we will have to consider this. Are we defining the Church by Christ 

– who never changes; or do we have our own definition that fits our own 

occasions, our own agendas, our own prejudices, and… you forgive me… our 
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ignorance. I don’t want you to get angry with me, but these things are worth 

considering. 

 

References: 

John 1:2 

The same was in the beginning with God. 

     

Hebrews 13:8 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

     

Hebrews 1:1-2 

In many ways and in various ways of old, God spoke to the fathers in the 

prophets; in these last days, He spoke to us in the Son, whom He appointed 

heir of all; through whom He indeed made the ages. - LitV 

 

 

By One Spirit 
 

Verse 13, “ For by one Spirit…” Please mark that – it’s important. “For by 

one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 

whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” 

Verse 18, “ But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, 

as it hath pleased him.” Verse 20, “ But now are they many members, yet but 

one body.” Verse 27, and here he brings it right down out of the heavens, 

right down out of the beginning of the beginning; he brings it right down out 

of the types and shadows, out of the prophets, out of the promises. He brings 

it right into them. This is not a theory; this is not a teaching. It is not even just 

a desire in the heart of God. It is now a REALITY. “ Now ye are the body of 

Christ, and members in particular.” Now ye are! This is not something you 

ought to be: this is who you ARE! That’s the sadness of it, that’s the tragedy 

of it: we have no idea who or what we are! Our definition is wrong. 

Somewhere we quit listening to God and began to listen to a man. Somewhere 

we got lazy – we quit praying, we quit searching the scripture and we’ve told 

this man – you tell us what to believe and we’ll believe it. Somehow, we quit 

gathering together, searching together, reasoning together, seeking together. 

TOGETHER I say, for we are ONE, and here we have the results in the world 

today. Rather than a living, moving manifestation of Jesus Christ, we have 

Christian religion, Christian politics, Christian teaching about Jesus. We have 

substituted our own definition, but Christ never changes; God’s thought never 
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changes. The Spirit of Truth is always The Spirit of TRUTH. If we would just 

hear Him: if we would just sacrifice our own importance and hear Him! 

 

References: 

Romans 8:9 

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 

dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

     

1 Corinthians 3:9 

For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are 

God's building. 

     

1 Corinthians 3:23 

And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. 

     

Galatians 3:28-29 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 

male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then 

are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

     

Ephesians 2:18-22 

For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now 

therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the 

saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In 

whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in 

the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 

through the Spirit. 

     

Colossians 2:10-12 

And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 

in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the 

faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

     

1 Peter 2:9-10 

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 

people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out 

of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past were not a people, 
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but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have 

obtained mercy. 

 

 

Our Baptism 
 

Let’s reason here: what a great baptism this must be. In the first place, it is by 

One Spirit: it is an operation of The Spirit. It is a Spiritual Work: our baptism 

is a Work of the Spirit. By ONE SPIRIT, we are all baptized into one body. 

That’s the first reason it’s great. Secondly, it must be a great baptism because 

it does not make any difference what you were before you were baptized. At 

one time I was looking at this and I thought what a great baptism this is, but 

why does it not make a difference what we were; who we were before that 

baptism? You have read in the scripture in Colossians 3:11 and Galatians 3:28 

concerning The New Man, a New Creation in Christ that is neither Jew nor 

Gentile, neither bond nor free, neither male nor female, but all are One – One 

New Man in whom Christ is all in all. How did we come from being a Jew 

and a Gentile, bond and free, male and female to be neither Jew, neither 

Gentile, neither this nor that? Not just that: not just neither Jew nor Gentile, 

but to One New Man, the fullness of whom is Christ – CHRIST ALL IN 

ALL! How did we come from one of these conditions to another altogether 

different condition? That must be a GREAT baptism! 

 

Reference: 

Ephesians 4:4-6 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 

calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is 

above all, and through all, and in you all. 

         

1 Peter 3:20- 4:6 

Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited 

in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight 

souls were saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also 

now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 

good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: Who is 

gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and 

powers being made subject unto him. Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered 

for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that 

hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; That he no longer should live 

the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. For 
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the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the 

Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, 

banquetings, and abominable idolatries: Wherein they think it strange that ye 

run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: Who shall 

give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead. For, for this 

cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be 

judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 

 

 

A Greater Baptism 
 

Now in natural baptism, you walk up dry and you leave wet. I’m not making 

little of this: I’m making a point. But there’s a lot greater change in this 

baptism I’m talking about. It is not a matter of a “dry” Gentile becoming a 

“wet” Gentile. It is a matter of a Gentile disappearing! And a New Man 

coming forth! The New Man Who is CHRIST ALL AND IN ALL! Now that 

is a great baptism! Then I found Paul’s definition of that baptism. It’s not hard 

to find: it’s just that many have never put it together, because if we have been 

by One Spirit baptized into One Body, then in this reference, in this Work, 

this One Baptism, Paul speaks of this same baptism in Romans chapter six. 

And it answers the question as to how did this change come about. It shows 

us the power of this baptism: it defines this baptism in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Baptized Into His Death 
 

Romans 6:3, “ Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 

Christ were baptized into his death?” That’s what happened to the Jew; that’s 

what happened to the Gentile. They DIED! Baptized into His death. I thought 

we were baptized into His Life! No – then we thought wrong. You may have 

been raised up with Him in His Life, but before that, you were baptized into 

His death. The Jew did not make the Resurrection; the Gentile did not make 

the Resurrection. The bond, the free – they did not make the Resurrection. 

That went into His death. The Resurrection is NOT Jew, NOT Gentile, NOT 

bond, NOT free, NOT male, NOT female. The Resurrection is ONE NEW 

MAN – CHRIST ALL IN ALL. We are raised up as The Living Body of 

Jesus Christ. He is not Jew, He is not Gentile, He is not bond, He is not free. 

And neither is His Body: His Body is ONE BODY – by One Spirit, by One 

Baptism. One Body – what a Baptism! 
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References: 

Romans 6:6-7 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is 

dead is freed from sin. 

     

Colossians 2:18-3:4 

Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 

worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, 

vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, And not holding the Head, from which all 

the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit 

together, increaseth with the increase of God. Wherefore if ye be dead with 

Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, 

are ye subject to ordinances,  (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are 

to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?  

Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, 

and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. If 

ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 

sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on 

things on the earth.  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 

in glory.  

     

2 Timothy 2:11 

It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him. 

 

 

One Body In His Cross 
 

You can read this same thing in Ephesians chapter two. Paul there is talking 

about Jew and Gentile. He is saying you at one time were called 

Uncircumcision by those who were called the Circumcision made by the 

flesh. You Jews and Gentiles were at one time at war with each other. One of 

you said we worship God in this mountain. The other said, no, we worship 

God in this mountain. You were separated. Verse 13 says, “ But NOW in 

Christ Jesus…” Then he explains: for God hath taken away the middle wall 

of partition, He hath abolished the very thing that the commandments 

criticized. How did He do this? He made you Jews and you Gentiles to be one 

body in His Cross. This is not talking about the Body of Christ that comes 

forth out of that death. We’re talking about the body that went TO the Cross: 
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where Christ gathered into Himself all the Jews; gathered into Himself all the 

Gentiles. “… in that one died for all, all died with him.” (2 Corinthians 5:14) 

Where did He make the Jews and the Gentiles one? Not in the Resurrection: 

in His death! One dead man! When Christ died – all died with Him. He 

gathered them up in that death. He destroyed the enmity that was between 

them. 

 

Reference: 

Ephesians 2:14-19 

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 

middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 

even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 

himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile 

both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And 

came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were 

nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens 

with the saints, and of the household of God. 

 

 

God’s Answer – One Death 
 

He did not do that by sitting them down at a “peace table” and arguing with 

them over their civil rights and making a treaty of peace. No, God’s answer 

was just this: they are not only enemies one of another – both of them are My 

enemies! My justice will prevail. In My Son both of them will die. They will 

die as one body; they will die one death. That is God’s answer for the Jew and 

the Gentile. That is God’s answer for you and for me. He does not set up a 

table, say come over here, and sit down and we’ll work out your problem. His 

peace table was The Cross! His sacrifice was The Son. In Him the Jew died: 

in Him the Gentile died. He made them both one. Verse 15,16, “ Having 

abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 

ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having 

slain the enmity thereby.” He did this so that ONE NEW MAN could come 

forth at peace with God! This is not just at peace with one another, because 

there isn’t any “one another”. The Jew died, the Gentile died. The New Man 

is neither Jew nor Gentile. The New Man is at peace with God! We are trying 

to get at peace with one another, but we’re missing the whole point. It’s not 

you and me working our problems out: it’s you and me going to THE CROSS 
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and seeing ourselves dead with Christ, and reckoning ourselves to be dead 

indeed and living as One New Man (Not I, but Christ), who is at peace with 

God. Being at peace with God – that is what counts! 

 

References:                         

Psalms 85:8 

I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his 

people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly. 

    

Ezekiel 37:26-28 

Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an 

everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and 

will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. My tabernacle also 

shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And 

the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary 

shall be in the midst of them for evermore. 

     

John 16:33 

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the 

world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 

world. 

     

Romans 8:6 

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and 

peace. 

 

Ephesians 4:3 

Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

     

Colossians 1:20-22 

And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile 

all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or 

things in heaven. And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your 

mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. In the body of his flesh 

through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his 

sight. 
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God’s Mountain – Golgotha 
 

But we miss the whole point. What good does it do for you and me to work 

our problems out when we are not at peace with God? God does not want my 

mountain, and He does not want your mountain either. Remember we read 

that in John 4 with the Samaritan women: we worship in this mountain and 

the Jews worship in that mountain. God chose His own mountain! It wasn’t in 

Samaria, it wasn’t in Jerusalem – it was outside the gate, it was outside the 

city. It was called Golgotha! There’s the mountain of God. There’s where He 

brings the Jew to his end, and the Gentile to his end. There’s where He brings 

in a whole new order of things. No Jews – no Gentiles. One New Man! Christ 

All and in All. 

 

 

Tragic Results 
 

Man has always sought to put his hands on the things of God, and it always 

has very tragic results. The first man did that. Adam put his hand on the tree 

of knowledge of good and evil, and the results of that was all humanity fell 

short of God’s intended glory! See, we think it does not really matter if I put 

my hand on the things of God. When I do that, all humanity suffers. When I 

make Salvation something less, all humanity suffers. When I create divisions, 

all humanity suffers. We get into counsels of our own heart, or in the counsels 

of two or three, in our room and we put our hand on the things of God. The 

problem is that it doesn’t stay in that room – all humanity suffers. Not just the 

Lord’s Body: all humanity suffers. Look around you. Tell me not all 

humanity suffers. Nevertheless, God only has one answer, and His answer is a 

perfect answer. WE have redefined it: WE have made it non-effective and all 

humanity suffers. We seem to think God will come up with another answer. 

No, He has already given His answer. His answer goes all the way back to the 

beginning before the foundation of the world. His answer, His mystery was 

made manifest at The Cross for all the world to see. The instrument of that 

mystery – birthed of the Spirit, baptized into Christ was The Church. The 

Church is, in truth, the instrument of that mystery, but look what we have 

done to that reality! 
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Reference:     

Ephesians 3:8-11 

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 

should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to 

make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 

beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 

Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 

places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According 

to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

We Redefine The Church 
 

See, you cannot put your hand on God. You and I cannot change Him. You 

cannot put your hand on His purpose. You cannot put your hand on The 

Finished Work of Christ – we cannot change that. So we put our hand on the 

one thing we can redefine; the one thing we can change. We put our hand on 

The Church. We put our hand on the one instrument that God has given to 

manifest His mystery, to declare His Finished Word, to be the House for all 

men. We redefine the Church. We make a religion out of it, and we divide 

ourselves against ourselves over the religion that WE have created. Do you 

think that there just may be a need for you and me to go back to the 

beginning? Do we need to allow the Holy Spirit to renovate our hearts and to 

bring HIS definition into our souls? Even if you do not agree with me that the 

picture is as bad as I make it to be, do you think there might be some room for 

some improvement? Or do you believe that every believer is full grown in 

Christ? Or do you believe that The Church as we know it today is in fact – 

without reservation the expression of The Living Christ? Do you think there 

might be room for improvement? Are we willing to allow the Spirit to have 

liberty to work in us? 

 

 

Our Eyes Need To Be Enlightened 
 

I have no doctrine of which I am trying to convince you. I have no ministry I 

am asking you to support. I am here, as one with you in Christ Jesus, just 

asking that we reason together. Is there a possibility that we have missed 

something? Is there a possibility that there is something that we need to 

comprehend by the Spirit? That there is a Work of God that may yet be just 
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beyond our reach, our understanding: that Salvation is really greater than we 

understand it? Is there room by any chance that the eyes of our understanding 

could be enlightened? And that perhaps we do not comprehend all things in 

Christ, as we should? To add weight to that question, I will simply remind 

you God has One Plan – One Purpose – One Salvation – One Desire. He has 

but ONE SON in whom He has finished all things. And that Son has only One 

Body, and if that Body doesn’t know Him… who will? If that Body does not 

grow up into Him who is the Head… who will? If that Church does not 

declare His fullness… who is going to do it? If that Church is not a living 

expression of Him… then where does He have expression? 

 

 

Comprehending The Fullness In Christ 
 

See, we have not just gotten out of sin. We have gotten INTO CHRIST. The 

responsibility comes upon me and it comes upon you. The Israelites were not 

allowed to go put the blood on the door of their neighbor. They didn’t go put 

the blood on the door of an Egyptian’s house. They put the blood on their 

own door. The blood comes to MY door – making me the House of God: 

making you the House of God. The responsibility comes here. Now if we’re 

just out from sin, then we can run around and shout how happy we are to be 

out. However, if we have entered in, then there is a fullness to be 

comprehended; there is a Life to be lived. There is a Christ to be expressed 

and to be ministered. There is an inheritance to be shared, and a glory to be 

made manifest and there is a Father to be pleased. Therefore, you see this is 

why I said that how we define Salvation makes a great difference. If Salvation 

is just getting out: if that is all we understand it to be, then that is the 

understanding that we have of the Church. It’s just get me out of this… get 

me out of that… get me out of something else. 

 

References:     

Colossians 3:1-3 

In view of the fact, therefore, that you were raised with Christ, the things 

above be constantly seeking, where Christ is, on the right hand of God, 

seated. The things above be constantly setting your mind upon, not the things 

on the earth; for you died, and your life has been hidden with Christ in God.  

- The New Testament: An Expanded Translation by Kenneth S. Wuest  
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The Corporate Form Of Christ 
 

Soon we are just out of the world, but it is the world wherein we’re supposed 

to MANIFEST Salvation! And we’re not OF the world, but we are in it; and 

yet being in the world, we are IN CHRIST JESUS. Hallelujah! We can go to 

John chapter seventeen and look at this. The Church is One with Christ. 

Christ is the Church. The Church is the corporate form of Christ: Christ 

corporate is the Church. The Spirit must speak to our hearts and show this to 

us. So in John 17 all that Jesus said there comes to this in verse 23, “ I in 

them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one: and that the 

world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast 

loved me.” Verse 21, “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 

and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that 

thou hast sent me.” Verse 24, “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast 

given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou 

hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” All of 

these wonderful things, these great realities come to this: that the world may 

know… 

 

References: 

John 17:15-16 

I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou 

shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not 

of the world.  

 

 

That The World… 
 

Well, we have given the world a religion, but it still waits on a manifestation 

of Christ. We have certainly demonstrated to the world how to be divided. 

Look at history: some of the greatest political systems on earth came right out 

of the Church. When will we manifest CHRIST? Well, there is an answer to 

that, but I will just leave the question with you. It is no mystery: The Holy 

Spirit will certainly lead you to that. But will we seek Him for that? The Holy 

Spirit will only lead you where you seek to go. Will we seek Him for the 

answer? Will we seek Him for the revealing of The Son of God? Will we seek 

Him that the thought and plan and purpose of God be established in us and 

revealed in us in the Person of The Lord Jesus? 
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The Spirit of Truth Has Come 
 

For He, the Spirit has come to lead you and guide you into all Truth. Jesus 

said, ‘He will take of mine, and He will show it unto you’. (John 16:13,14) 

He, The Lord Jesus says will glorify Me. I tell you, Christ has come to be 

glorified in His saints. He is in you, but will we turn our hearts to know Him? 

That we may function as He is – as His Body, as One with Him? My heart’s 

desire is that we will. I offer myself to you without reservation in any way to 

work with you, pray with you in achieving that purpose.  

 

References:     

2 Thessalonians 1:10-12 

When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them 

that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. 

Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy 

of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work 

of faith with power: That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified 

in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

     

2 Peter 3:17-18 

Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, 

being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 

But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
 
 

THE PRESENCING OF CHRIST 
 

 

The Grace of God 

 
Our Life and our walk in Christ is in Grace: the very Grace of God made 

manifest in Christ by the Cross. Having come by Grace, through Christ into 

the Presence of the Most High we are to abide under the shadow of the 

Almighty.  That is to say, we are to abide in His Presence.  Jesus says in John 

14:20: “I am in My Father, you are in Me and I in you.”  Not only are we to 

abide in the Presence of the Most High, live in the Presence of the Most High, 

but we are to be the very Presencing of Him, always and in every place.  In 

2Corinthians 2:14-16 Paul says, “ Now thanks be unto God which always 

causes up to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His 

knowledge by us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of 

Christ, in them that are saved and them that perish. To the one we are the 

savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life.  And 

who is sufficient for these things? For we are not as many, which corrupt the 

Word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we 

in Christ.”  I could spend a lot of time on that verse alone, but I read it simply 

to add emphasis to what I have just said. If entering in by Grace -  through the 

Death, Burial and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, we have come into 

the very Presence of God: standing as those who have no Life but Christ; 

seated in Christ in the very Presence of the Most High, then most certainly 

living as those who are there and having our very being there, we are to 

become, that is, to be the very Presencing of Him always and in every place.   

 

References: 

Ephesians 2:5, 6, 8  

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 

grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together 

in heavenly places in Christ Jesus… For by grace are ye saved through faith; 

and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. 

 

Romans 5:8  

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us. 
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Psalm 91:1 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the 

shadow of the Almighty. 

 

Galatians 2:20  

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 

Acts 17:28 

For in him we live, and move, and have our being… 

 

 

The Grace of God Gives Access 

 
Now, I am going to share with you a study, which I am calling “Christ the 

Church”. A subtitle to this would be “The Presencing of Christ”, the 

Presencing of the Lord.  Why is it that so many who say that Christ is in them 

live as though He is not?  Therefore, many who say that we are in Christ live 

as though we are not?  Why do so many live as though Christ is in one place 

and we are in another?  Our words say He is near - even in us, but so many 

times the lives of so many believers say He is not.  This is Paul’s argument in 

Ephesians 2:10 – 18, “For we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus 

unto good works, (that is unto the manifesting of Christ) which God hath 

before ordained that we should walk in them. Wherefore remember that ye 

being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by 

that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that 

time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 

and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without 

God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are 

made nigh by the Blood of Christ. For He is our Peace, who hath made both 

one (that is Jew and Gentile), and hath broken down the middle wall of 

partition between us; Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law 

of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain 

(that is Jew and Gentile), one new man, so making peace.”  And the Peace, 

dear friend, is not between Jew and Gentile. Look at this: “And that He might 

reconcile both unto God in one body by the Cross, having slain the enmity 

thereby.”  That is He has gathered both Jew and Gentile into one body - the 

body of His Death; and hath reconciled both Jew and Gentile unto God in His 
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Death, that He might bring forth out of that Death, through the Resurrection 

One New Man. “And that He might reconcile both unto God in one body by 

the Cross having slain the enmity thereby; And came and preached peace to 

you which are far off, and to them that were nigh, (that is Jew and Gentile). 

For through Him we both have access by One Spirit unto the Father.”  The 

Grace of God, which is Christ Himself, gives us access into the Presence that 

we may live there.  

  

Reference: 

2 Corinthians 6:16  

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

 

 

The Door Into God’s Presence 
 

We are going to consider this Great Grace of God wherein and whereby we 

have actually come to be in the very Presence of God. It has been a great 

burden upon my heart.  We will consider “Christ The Church”. We must 

understand God’s Grace, The Door that Christ says I Am - that Door, that 

Door of Grace, that Door with the Blood upon it. Entering into that Grace, 

entering into that Door into the very Presence of the Most High God; and 

becoming in the earth the very Presencing of Him. We are going to, in these 

lessons by the help of The Spirit of God define the Church and we are going 

to define that Church in the very Person of the Lord Jesus Himself. We are 

talking about The Church realized and defined in Christ. The more specific 

title of this study is “Christ The Church”, but as stated above, in this lesson 

we will consider “The Presencing of the Lord”. 

 

References: 

Romans 5:1-2 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein 

we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 

John 10:7, 9  

Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door 

of the sheep…I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and 

shall go in and out, and find pasture. 
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Exodus 12:7 

And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the 

upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 

 

 

The Presencing of The Lord 

 
THE PRESENCING OF THE LORD. You know folks, isn’t that what it is 

really all about?  The Presencing of the Lord. See that is why religion is no 

good.  Religion, I do not care what kind of religion - religion is no good; it is 

a fake, it is a counterfeit, it offers something and delivers nothing and you all 

know I strongly include Christian Religion in that category more than 

anything else because it offers more and delivers less.  All religion is based 

upon teaching, words, and creeds.  Ok, you have a teaching: you have these 

ten steps you follow or you buy this “how to” book on victorious living, but it 

is still you trying to do what this book teaches you to do, so it is you doing it.  

It might as well be a Boy Scout manual; you are just going about doing these 

things, religiously.  However, there is no Presencing of the Lord.  Nobody is 

present.  See, that is like having a marriage certificate and no wife or no 

husband.  Then somebody gives you a book on marriage and how to be a 

good husband, and how to be a good wife; and you just read your book and 

you just do: but there is no wife, there is no husband.  Nobody is present: 

there is no companionship, there is no fellowship, and there is no intercourse 

of any kind. I mean any kind, and yet you just religiously follow these 

directions.  What good is it?  See, the Presencing of the Lord: before you can, 

before you and I can become, in our conversation, in our lives, in our living: 

before we can become a Presencing of the Lord, we have to experience a 

Presencing of the Lord INWARDLY. Our hearts must turn to see Him. Christ 

must be revealed in you by the Spirit.  We do not need another “how to” 

book, we need a face-to-face encounter with the indwelling Christ.  We need 

a presencing of the Lord. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. 
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2 Corinthians 4:6-7 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency 

of the power may be of God, and not of us. 
 

Matthew 15:8,9 

This people draw nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their 

lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching 

for doctrines the commandments of men. 

     

Galatians 1:15-16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's 

womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I 

might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not 

with flesh and blood. 
 

 

Religion vs. Life 
 

 I mean if Salvation is something less than Eternal Life Himself living in you 

– what good is it? If in religion you do not experience inwardly a 

transformation, inwardly Eternal Life; then you tell me - what good is it?  

What good is it?  See, religion cannot possibly get beyond your brain: it 

cannot do that. It conforms your thinking, your biases, your prejudices, your 

brain, your natural brain.  The same brain you use to figure out that 2+2=4 is 

the brain you use to serve religion, but the brain can be operated on, taken 

out, and put in a fruit jar.  Man is not a brain: man is a soul, and the soul and 

the brain is not the same thing.  It is the soul from whence comes the deep-

seated motivation that our brain tries to carry out.  The motivation - some call 

it the heart, but not the organ that pumps blood but, the soul.  I am here to tell 

you religion cannot penetrate the soul: it can’t get past the brain.  After you 

have justified it (and throughout ages everybody has justified different 

religions), but after it is all said and done the soul has still not been touched.  

Religions have been built, buildings have been built, kingdoms have been 

built, and hierarchies have been built, potentates have been raised up, on and 

on and on and the soul has not been touched.  The whole promise of God for 

the soul is Life: not Life one day, not Life as a promise - LIFE.  Whoever said 

that Life is a promise?  Life is either a present reality or it does not exist.  We 
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are not talking about Life as a promise, but Life as a Person – Christ living in 

you. Religion teaches that we have the promise of Life.  Well, then you have 

NOTHING! Life lives: Life is or it is not.  Religions, particularly the 

Christian religion, as you know that is the one with which we are most 

acquainted and as you know it is full of promises.  

 

References: 

1 John 5:11-13  

And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 

his Son. He that hath the Son hath life: and he that hath not the Son of God 

hath not life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of 

the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may 

believe on the name of the Son of God. 

 

Genesis 2:7 

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 

his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

 

 

Desiring The Presence of The Lord 

 
Christianity was not always seen as a religion, but it is now. It was not always 

that way, and in this study, we are going to go behind the façade, behind the 

promises; go back to the beginning, but not to the beginning of religion.  It 

grieves my heart. You know I travel all over the world, and wherever I go it 

just grieves my heart that the world is so divided over religion; but more so 

that the Church world is so divided over religion. The Church, so divided, is 

not the Church at all. The Presencing of The Lord does not divide believers 

from one another; only religion does that.  Isn’t the Presence of the Lord what 

our soul desires?  Don’t we just desire the Presencing of the Lord? Isn’t that 

what we desire?  You know we busy our time searching things and doing 

word searches and word definitions and all of that and it all has its purpose, it 

really does.  However, we just need from time to time, well; we need all the 

time, to just focus our hearts, our minds, our attention on the Presence of the 

Lord. Oh, that our gatherings would just be a time when we come together 

and just realize the Presence of the Lord and that our soul could just be fed, 

not by the theology of religion but by the Person Himself; by the Presence of 

the Lord.  I really wish that there were no religions in the world; but that is a 

real fantasy wish, because man is a soul. Man is a soul and seeking to satisfy 
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that soul he creates a religion, so there are all kinds of religions - some big, 

some little, all kinds.  It is a shame that what started out as the Spirit of God 

living in man was made into a religion. That is the real shame because then 

Christianity just becomes another religion that is against all other religions. It 

just becomes another dividing factor, and that never was so in the Mind of 

God. It is not that God wants just one religion.  The reality is that He wants no 

religion at all.  His desire is to dwell in His people, to tabernacle in them. 

 

References: 

Philippians 3:10 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of 

his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 

 

Hebrews 10:25 

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 

but exhorting one another: and so much the more as ye see the day 

approaching. 

 

Mathew 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in the 

midst of them. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:12, 13 

Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and 

I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 

Or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 

 

 

God’s Dwelling Place 
 

As we read in the scripture, we are going to see that the Mind and Heart of 

God, the Desire of God, the True Purpose of God was that He would find a 

dwelling place by His Spirit in a people and that He would have fellowship, 

that He could dwell, not in a building, not in a rock, not in a room, but in a 

heart. He desired to dwell in the soul that He created for His own dwelling 

place.  He created the soul; He breathed the soul into man that He might 

occupy that soul by His Spirit. The soul has only one true purpose for 

existing. It was created for the presence of the Lord.  Now that is not 

anybody’s religion: that is the truth, and if you can’t get hold of that and can’t 

believe that then I am truly sorry for you because you can’t possibly believe 
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in the existence of God.  Do you truly believe that God exists only to make 

trees, animals, universes, stars, and worlds?  Why?  Why would He just do 

that?  He cannot inhabit those things (Isaiah 66:1). No, God being Spirit 

desires interaction, fellowship.  This is the Heart of God; He created a soul, 

and gave that soul the same desire. It is just that the soul starts looking at 

everything else to satisfy it and the soul can only find true satisfaction from 

the One who created it in the first place.  It is God’s desire to dwell by His 

Spirit in the habitation of the soul.  How that has been distorted by the man 

made religions of the world and by man made Christianity.  Most religions 

promise that God, in some form, is at the end of the trail and they promise to 

get their followers there. But where is the habitation of the Lord?  

 

References: 
Exodus 25:8 

And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 

 

Exodus 15:17 

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, 

in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the 

Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established. 
     

Isaiah 66:1 

Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: 

where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? 
 

2 Corinthians 6:16 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

 

Revelation 21:3 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and 

God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
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Becoming The Presencing of The Lord 
 

The question is are we giving the Lord a Habitation for His Spirit. Have we 

surrendered our soul for the Presencing of the Lord, so that we can actually 

become, not the Lord, but the Presencing of the Lord?  In what? In everything 

- in any situation, in any given place, start where you are. Start where you 

live, start where you work, start in your living room, start in your workplace, 

start where you are - start there.  Don’t say, well, no one else is doing that. 

Who cares?  Do it for your own soul! We have shared our religion. We have 

made converts to religion. When will we share the reality of the indwelling 

Christ of God? When will we share Life? I want you to think about this 

because with me this is what it is all about. This is what any of these studies 

are about. It is an effort to open minds, to open hearts to where they can 

actually come to know the reality of the Spirit, the reality of the Living Christ 

and come to experience the Presencing of the Lord.  I don’t even want us to 

get so wrapped up in the doctrines of Christianity that our whole life is spent 

trying to prove to Christianity which doctrines of Christianity are true and 

which doctrines are not true.  I mean Christianity as a religion, as far as I am 

concerned is a big wash out. It is the Lord that we are interested in; it is the 

Presencing of the Lord.  You are not worried about all of the so called “End 

Time Doctrines” if you are in the Presence of the Lord, or any reality of Life.  

It is just a shame that God made Himself available as Eternal Life to His 

whole creation and man divided the whole thing up in religions, all of which 

denies and makes impossible the very purpose and plan for which God 

created man to begin with.  What about us (you and me), instead of getting a 

religion that we think is better than another one, and saying I am going to 

serve this one until I die, why don’t we just allow the Spirit of the Lord to 

deal with us in the truth, IN the Presencing of the Lord?  

 

References: 

2 Timothy 2:15,16 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and vain 

babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 

 

Ephesians 2:21,22 

In whom all the building fitly framed together unto an holy temple in the 

Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through 

the Spirit. 
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Ephesians 1:18; 4:20,21 

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is 

the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 

the saints…But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, 

and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus. 

 

 

Standards of Religion 

 
Well, religion has imposed all of its standards, and you know that is another 

thing about religion that I have noticed. Religion imposes its own standard 

upon people: it is really not interested in helping any of those people. Let us 

look at Christianity, since this is the “religion” we are most familiar with, but 

they are all the same, it doesn’t make any difference.  Religion imposes its 

standards upon people so that people will serve that religion and of course, 

finally, that religion has some hierarchy to it and they end up being the ones 

who are served and honored. They don’t care about the ones that are serving 

them. Ezekiel expresses God’s view of shepherds who have no thought for 

God’s sheep.       
   

Ezek 34:2-3;9-10 

Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto 

them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds 

of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks? Ye 

eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye 

feed not the flock…Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will 

require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the 

flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver 

my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them. 

 

I recommend that you read the whole chapter, for God has supplied the True 

Shepherd. The welfare of the sheep is the riches of the true shepherd.  

Sometimes you wonder is there anyone who has the Spirit’s desire - The 

Lord’s desire toward souls.  Oh yes, we say that we want to see people saved 

but what most people mean when they say that is they want to see all the 

souls converted to their way of thinking.  They want to see the souls 

converted to their religion: they want to see bodies sitting in their synagogue, 

or their church building, or their Mosque, or their temple before their idol.  It 

doesn’t make any difference: it is all the same thing.  Impose the rules, 
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impose the statutes, and don’t take the burden off their necks to set the people 

free.  I am not talking about being free to run around and do whatever they 

want to do. I mean free of the burden of religion that is imposed upon them. I 

know we are never going to change religion but that is not the point. The 

point is that Life is real, God is real, Christ is real and that will change a soul, 

one soul at a time.  I have no illusions about changing religion. That is not 

going to happen, nor any of the other “isms and schisms and whatnot”.  So it 

is not really all about changing religions: it is about just simply sharing THE 

TRUTH with a soul that desires the Truth as God intended the Truth to be.  

 

References: 

Mark 7:8,9,13 

Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the 

commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold 

the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such 

like things ye do…Making the word of God of none effect through your 

tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye. 

 

Ezekiel 34:22-24 

Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I will 

judge between cattle and cattle. And I will set up one shepherd over them, and 

he shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be 

their shepherd. And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a 

prince among them; I the LORD have spoken it. 
 

John 10:11-14 

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But 

he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, 

seeing the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf 

catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an 

hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know my 

sheep, and am known of mine. 

 

Luke 11:52 

Woe unto you, lawyers! For ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye 

entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered. 
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Matthew 11:28-30 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 

heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light. 
 

Galatians 5:1 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be 

not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 

 

John 8:32,36 

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free…If the Son 

therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 

 

 

Awareness of The Presence of The Lord 
 

That is what this study is about that we have embarked upon and the Lord just 

keep in our hearts the little subtitle: “The Presencing of the Lord”. And I 

know for me that is what it is about.  When is my soul the most satisfied?  

When it is in the awareness of the Presence of the Lord.  Well, you say, if you 

are truly born from above and the Spirit of God  dwells in you, isn’t the Lord 

present at all the times? Yes, but when I say “The Presencing of the Lord”, 

I mean our soul being awakened to the awareness of His Presence: not 

substituting beliefs about Him, not substituting doctrines about Him, not 

substituting theologies about Him and never experiencing the Lord 

Himself, the Spirit of God Himself, as the One indwelling us, never 

experiencing that, but just experiencing all the things we believe 

concerning Him. All that I believe (and I think what I believe to be true), but 

all that I believe must never be substituted for The Presencing of the Lord 

Himself.  In fact all I believe should come out from The Presencing of the 

Lord; it should flow out from an encounter, a daily encounter, a continual 

encounter with Him.  Not as one who is out here sitting beside me; but as the 

very Life giving Spirit Who lives in me! The encounter is between my heart 

and the very Living Spirit of God, Christ in me, the Lord Himself.  Therefore, 

my thinking and my teaching should come out from that reality, should come 

out from that experience.  We should speak as one who is Presencing the 

Lord; we should teach as one who is Presencing the Lord; should live as one 

who is Presencing the Lord.  Consequently what we say, what we come to 

believe should not simply be based upon a teaching but upon a reality, an 
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experience of Presencing the Lord. You know, people who write books on 

stuff should be people who are fully engaged in the stuff about which they are 

writing. Psychologists are notorious for writing books on martial relationships 

when they have never been married; or on how to take care of children, when 

they don’t have any.  They ought to be experiencing something about which 

they are writing.  Well, the religious are famous for doing that!  They speak 

out from dogmas and creeds, and all that kind of stuff.   

 

References: 

John 14:16,17,20 

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he 

may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 

receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him: for 

he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you…At that day ye shall know that I am 

in my Father, and ye I me, and I in you. 

 

Colossians 3:17 

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 

 

Speaking Out Of A Reality 

 
 However, should not those who are declaring the Name of God be doing so 

out from a reality of His Indwelling Spirit?  And if God is not by His Spirit 

dwelling in them, can you tell me what right they have to call God by any 

Name?  Names are a very big thing to me and go much deeper than most 

people can understand.  I think the name by which we call God should be a 

witness of an ongoing Spiritual Relationship that we are having with Him at 

the time or I think we need to keep our mouths shut! That is my belief: that is 

what I think.  Now, I know religion has desecrated all of that: I know that.  

We speak of God as though He exists. Well yes: I mean only the most 

ignorant among humanity think that He doesn’t exist.  I am not talking about 

somebody existing; I am talking about somebody living in me, giving me 

existence beyond the beating of my frail heart, beyond the frailty of my ever 

dying flesh.  That is what I am talking about; I am talking about real Life.  

And this ought to be the conversation of mankind all over the world, but it is 

not. Instead, it is religion.  Religion is being preached everywhere this 

morning.  And, you know, it is based upon God, it is based upon a concept, 
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yes.  Well, they are just pounding out their doctrines and even what most of 

them are calling “The Presencing of the Lord” is not: it is just the working up 

of emotions; you and I both know that.  The true work of the Spirit of God is 

not the igniting of emotions, but the transformation of the soul. That is the 

true Presencing of the Lord.  And it is just that to me. If it is not that then it is 

just not anything: it isn’t real, it just doesn’t exist, it is just nothing, if it is not 

that.  If that is not what Christ is to us, then He is just nothing.  The Life 

giving Spirit is dwelling in me or He is just nothing, He just becomes the 

basis of a religion that He never sanctioned, never would sanction - never.  

 

References: 

1 Peter 1:17 

And if you call on the Father, who without respect of person judgeth 

according to every man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear. 

 

James 2:19 

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, 

and tremble. 

 

1 John 5:11,12 

And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 

his Son. He that hath the  Son hath life: and he that hath not the Son of God 

hath not life. 

 

 

The Place of Worship 
 

Therefore, I just want us to look in the gospel of John, again.  John 4:19-24: 

of a conversation between Jesus and this Samaritan woman. The background 

here is that the Samaritans worshiped in one mountain and the Jews 

worshiped in another one.  That is basically what the concept is here: the Jews 

had their temple and said you have got to come to this place to worship God; 

you’ve  got to come to Jerusalem and to this place to worship God and that 

had been going on for thousands of years. It had even been established by 

their prophets.  The Samaritans had this other place and their teachers and 

fathers said you have to come here to worship God.  So, Jesus comes to this 

Samaritan woman, when she is here trying to get some water out of the well 

and He encounters her and we pick up at verse 19.  The woman spoke unto 

Him, because He had told her some things about herself. She had said 

something about it and He had said well, no you have had so many husbands 
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and the one you are living with now is not your husband. And He was talking 

to her and she said: “Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.  Our fathers 

worshiped in this mountain; and you say, (because she understands Him to be 

a Jew) that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.  Jesus saith 

to her; Woman believe me, the hour cometh when you shall neither in this 

mountain nor at Jerusalem worship the Father.  Ye worship what you know 

not; we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour 

cometh and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in 

Spirit and in Truth…” Now let’s look to see what He is saying: not in your 

mountain, not in this mountain, not in this place, not in Jerusalem, not in your 

mountain. No, that is the way it is now, for He says I am telling you, the time 

comes and is now when true worshippers shall worship the Father in Spirit 

and in Truth, not in some location.  And watch what He is telling her. 

Location will have nothing to do with it anymore.  That has all been a type, a 

shadow, a prelude, but no more.  

 

References: 

1 Kings 8:29,30 

That thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day, even toward the 

place of which thou hast said, My name shall be there: that thou mayest 

hearken unto the prayer which thy servant shall make toward this place. And 

hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when 

they shall pray toward this place: and hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place: 

and when thou hearest, forgive. 

 

Daniel 6:10 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; 

and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled 

upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, ad gave thanks before his God, 

as he did aforetime. 

 

 

A New Temple 
 

What He goes on to say, and what we are going to see is that these things are 

no more, because the time is coming and now is that God shall make YOU 

His Temple. He shall make YOU His Tabernacle. He will dwell in those that 

will receive Him, in the Person of His Son. No, He will not have a temple 

here and a temple there, and a temple here and a temple there. No, that is the 

way it has been. But I tell you the time cometh and now is: it is at hand. It is 
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at hand when it isn’t in this place or that place or some other place but “…the 

true worshippers shall worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth: for the 

Father seeketh such to worship Him.  God is a Spirit and they that worship 

Him must worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.”  Well, but you see here is 

what religion does, and let’s just stay with Christian religion right now.  The 

Lord wants you to worship Him in Spirit but you have to come here to do 

that. No, no, no! You are still telling me that I have to go to this building, or 

to this doctrine, or to this location that is made out of dirt, made out of rock, 

made out of metal, made out of whatever to find God?  No, God is Spirit: He 

desires that that Spirit be the Life of our Soul because otherwise our soul is 

without Spirit: it is without Life, it is without Spirit and without Life because 

God is Spirit.  Get that into your mind.  Man is soul: God is Spirit. Man is 

soul: God is Spirit. Either that Spirit of God indwells your soul or the soul is 

without Spirit, and the Spirit is Life, LIFE.  The Spirit is Life and Love and 

Joy and Peace - all the attributes of God.  This is what the Lord is saying with 

this woman.  No, I am not going to stand and argue with you. This is the way 

it is, this is the way it has been, but I am telling you this has come to an end.  

My instructions to you now are not to run back to your place or I am not 

going to stand and try to persuade you to come over here to Jerusalem.  No, 

earthly location does not have anything to do with it anymore. No, the hour is 

come that God will get what He wants.  It is at hand, for He seeketh such to 

worship Him, but how subtlety we have turned that around.  “Oh, yes the 

Lord wants you to worship in Spirit and in truth, come to this place… my 

place.” 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 6:19 

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 

you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

 

Romans 8:10, 11 

And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life 

because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the 

dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken 

your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
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Gather To Express The Lord 
 

This is not to be taken that I am telling anyone that we should not gather 

together. I am very strong in the fact that we should gather together, but we 

do not gather together to find God: we gather together to express the Lord 

who is in us whether we are gathered or not.  We gather for fellowship.  Why 

does a family gather around a table, eat, and talk?  Is it to become a family? 

No because they are a family and the soul wants fellowship. The true Church 

should be a gathering of fellowship: not gathering to be one, but because we 

are one: not gathered to be a family, but because we are a family.  A desire to 

share Life and to express Life one to another comes along with it.  Life likes 

to be shared; Life wants to be shared; Life wants to be expressed.  Religion 

wants to argue: Life just wants to be expressed - hug and love and share and 

experience the Presencing of the Lord.  Now that is what the Church is to be.  

Forget what we have made it, forget all that. That is not what it is all about 

and in this study; we will go back to the very beginning of the thing and see 

that.  It is just such a shame that there has been a substitution of a place for 

the reality that God would have in a people.  I am not saying that we don’t 

gather for ministry, or have ministry, but I am saying that all of that should 

come out from The Presencing of the Lord.  We shouldn’t have to go some 

place to try to find that.  We may have to go some place to better facilitate 

that, but not to find it.  All right, this is what the Lord said here, and it is with 

reference to this: “God is a Spirit; they that worship Him, must worship Him 

in Spirit and Truth, for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.”   

 

Reference: 

Hebrews 10:25  

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 

but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching. 

 

 

God’s Desire 
 

This is in reference to something in Exodus, here is the very heart of God’s 

desire. Exodus 15:17 here is a promise: it is a prophetic promise. It is part of 

the song of Moses, but it speaks so far beyond. “Thou shalt bring them in, 

and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, oh Lord 

which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord which thy 

hands have established.”  See that is a prophetic utterance that reaches far 



 

 

 

44 

beyond the time of the exodus, far beyond the time of the tabernacle in the 

wilderness, far beyond the time of the Canaan dwelling, far beyond the time 

of Solomon and the temple, far beyond the time of Judaism.  It is beyond the 

time of the Temple, it is beyond the time of Jerusalem as a natural place, it is 

beyond this mountain, and that mountain.  Here is a prophetic utterance 

speaking to those in whom God would dwell by His Spirit: not speaking to 

those who would dwell in some city, or some town, or some building. The 

mountain of the Lord’s inheritance here is very definitely a mountain of Spirit 

and Truth, a Spiritual Relationship.  Why? Because it is not made with hands.  

Hands have not established it, but rather the hands of the Lord.  Why, because 

it is a place where the Lord Himself dwells.  It is a true sanctuary of God.  It 

speaks far beyond anything that was ever a type or a shadow or a prophecy 

about it. It speaks beyond religion, and it speaks beyond the trappings of 

religion, or the locations of religion. It speaks to what Jesus is saying here.  

Here is what the Father desires; the time has come for this.  He came 

declaring the TRUTH; presenting Himself as that very Truth. “I Am the Way, 

the Truth, the Life, no man cometh unto the Father but by me.” (John 14:6) 

The ones to whom He came did not receive that truth.  They maintained their 

trappings; they maintained their temple, but not just the Jews.  It wasn’t just 

Jews on the face of the earth at that time. No, all the nations of the Gentiles as 

well.  The empire that was ruling at that time also did not receive Him, “But 

to as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the Sons of 

God.”  (John 1:12) What is that? It is the Living Spirit of God dwelling in 

you!  And this verse in Exodus speaks to that. Look at it: “… which Thou hast 

made for Thyself to dwell in.”  Show me the building that contains God. No. It 

is talking about dwelling in the soul that He created for His own Presence.   

 

References: 

Hebrews 9:24 

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 

figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 

God for us. 

 

John 1:11 

He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

 

1 Kings 8:27 

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the heaven and heaven of 

heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded? 
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Isaiah 66:1 

Thus saith the Lord, the heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: 

where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? 

 

 

Let Them Make Me A Sanctuary 

 
Yes, I know that the soul sinned, but I am speaking just now, about why God 

created the soul in the first place, about what God desires: why God made 

man and how man finally finds that reality.  Now I know that man sinned, we 

know that, and we know that blood was shed. We know that, but we have 

made doctrines out of all of that too.  Some say the blood was shed for this 

little group over here. No, the blood was shed for everybody and that is the 

whole point.  The blood was shed for everybody.  Or, we say no, the blood 

was just shed for Christians. No, the blood was shed for everybody. But we 

are not talking about that right now; we are talking about the overview of it - 

what is it all about?  Because if you just make a doctrine out of all of those 

things you still end up with a religion and no indwelling presence or at least 

no awareness of the Presence of God, and then you still miss the whole point.  

So here, it is in Exodus 25:8; here is the type and shadow. “ Let them make me 

a sanctuary that I may dwell among them.”  Now we understand that that 

dwelling of the Lord was in a cloud of smoke, a pillar of fire. It was a type, it 

was a shadow but it spoke of a desire in the Heart of God and I have given 

two verses declaring the Desire of God to dwell in His creation (there are too 

many to list here). Nevertheless, that is the whole purpose of man coming into 

existence, but man as a soul was not the answer.  The soul of man being 

indwelt by The Spirit of God is the answer and I put to you that this is what 

true Salvation is.  Salvation is not being converted to a religion. True 

Salvation speaks to the human soul.  It can be in any color of body, it can be 

in any race: it speaks to that soul that is neither color nor race. True Salvation 

speaks to that soul and the Salvation of that soul is the indwelling Spirit of 

God. “If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” (Romans 

8:9) Now I know that Salvation had to be made possible, and I know the cost 

involved in that, but right now, we are not talking about that.  I am saying the 

soul was created for something and the true Salvation of that soul is nothing 

less, can be nothing less, or other than that something; and that the very God 

that created that soul had that thing in mind all along.  The fact that the soul 

fell, the fact that the soul disobeyed and went into disbelief cannot be erased. 

The fact of the way that is established for that soul to return - that can’t be 
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erased, but my whole point is religions have not and cannot accomplish what 

God purposed for the soul. None of them in their doctrines, by their doctrines 

and by their teachings accomplished what God determined and desired, and 

what the soul needs but rather they have substituted those things for God’s 

answer. I am just telling you that in the midst of all this mess, the desire of 

God has not changed and He has the answer, and we shouldn’t call Salvation 

something less than it is.   

 

References: 

Romans 3:23 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 

 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 

Exodus 13:21,22 

And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the 

way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and 

night; He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by 

night, from before the people. 

 

Genesis 3:24 

So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden 

Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of 

the tree of life. 

 

John 14:6 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 

unto the Father, but by me. 

 

 

Salvation To God 

 
Salvation is God by His very Living Spirit dwelling in you and that is exactly 

what the Lord is speaking of here. He came to declare Life but we have made 

religion out of Him and that is wrong. That should never, have been done, for 

He is that Life Giving Spirit to dwell in you.  So Jeremiah, another prophet 

speaks of this realization and we will read this in Jeremiah 31:31. “Behold the 
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days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel, and with the house of Judah.”  (This is where religion comes in.) “ Not 

according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took 

them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant 

they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord; But this 

shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those 

days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in 

their hearts; and will be their God and they shall be my people.” And it goes 

on and we have to understand what He is talking about. The word “Israel” 

here is simply “Prince with God”; the word “Israel” here is defined as the 

very Son Himself and “the house of Israel” has nothing to do with Jews, has 

nothing to do with Gentiles, has nothing to do with the Middle East -  it has 

nothing to do with that. All that is a type, is a shadow which God used to 

speak of a certainty.  How does God define Israel?  He says: “ Israel is my 

Son, even my Firstborn.” (Exodus 4:22)  Now you can look at that in the 

Hebrew. It doesn’t say the Hebrews are my Son.  “Israel is my Son, even my 

Firstborn.” According to scripture, Who is the Israel of God? The Israel of 

Whom God speaks is Christ Himself and those in whom He lives. 

 

References: 

John 10:10 

… I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 

abundantly. 

 

Genesis 33:28 

And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a 

prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 

 

Hebrews 1:1,2 

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 

fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 

whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds. 

 

 

The Israel of God 
 

Look, you have got to go back to this, “not this mountain, not this city, not 

this place” that we read about in John 4. They that worship in Spirit and in 

Truth. This is the Israel of God, this is the house of God, this is the city of 

God - those in whom He dwells.  This the Truth of which the scriptures 
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speak: not of a race, but a New Creation in Christ Jesus.  Paul spent his whole 

life and his death ministering that, preaching that.  He did not preach a 

religion. He said it is not Jew, it is not Gentile, - it is One New Man: neither 

Jew, neither Gentile, but One New Man in whom God by His Spirit doth 

dwell.  It is this One of whom all of this has been speaking.  He declared that 

and the ones to whom he declared it are the ones that killed him; but it is still 

the Truth, still the Truth.  How do you know that it is the Truth?  I know it is 

the Truth because that Spirit dwells in me. That is how I know it is the Truth 

and if I didn’t even have scriptures to search, I know it is the Truth. I may not 

have a great understanding of that, but I know He is dwelling in me because 

Life testifies with Life: Spirit witnesses with soul.  I am glad that I can search 

the scriptures and come to an understanding of what True Salvation is. It is 

Who dwells in me. Yes, I am glad that I can grow in that comprehension so 

that I can be able to share it with anyone else who has a heart to listen. The 

point is I know it is so because He dwells within me.  Bless the Lord. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 12:22 

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels. 

 

Revelation 21:2 

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 

heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

 

Galatians 3:28 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 

male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 

Colossians 3:10,11 

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image 

of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision 

nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and 

in all. 

 

John 16:13 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth: 

for he shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 

speak: and he will shew you things to come. 
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1 John 2:27 

But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need 

not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all 

things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall 

abide in him. 

 

John 14:20 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

 

 

Spirit Working In Me 
 

It is THE PRESENCING OF THE LORD that is important to the soul, the 

abiding Presencing of the Lord.  It is not how much I believe about God, but 

the measure of His Spirit that is working in me because that is to the 

satisfaction of my soul.  How much I believe in God may satisfy my 

conscience from time to time, but the working of the Spirit in me is the 

satisfaction and the Salvation of my soul.  You see that goes far beyond my 

capabilities to believe.  Our belief is increasing day by day as the knowledge 

of the Lord abounds, but beyond my ability to believe the working of the 

Spirit of the Lord is the satisfaction of my soul. Blessed be The Name of the 

Lord.  

 

References: 

Colossians1:29 

Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in 

me mightily. 

     

Ephesians 3:20 

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 

or think, according to the power that worketh in us. 

 

 

Life Lives 

If you get nothing else from this study, get this: LIFE LIVES!  Life is not me 

doing anything.  Life is Christ and Life lives!  Life makes possible the doing 

of things, but Life just lives. That is what Life does. Only the measure of 

Christ that is manifested in anything that we do counts with God. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
 

 

THE PERSON 
 

 

Realizing The Church in Christ 
 

We are following along a series - “Christ the Church”: realizing and defining 

the Church in Christ; not seeing buildings on corners and that being our 

realization of a Church.  ‘Oh, I didn’t realize that there was a church on this 

street.’ No, not that, but realizing The Church in Christ.  Oh, Lord, my heart is 

so burdened concerning this realization. Why?  Because it is the realization of 

Christ working, operating, motivating and having its expression in a people. It 

is Christ having His expression: that is The Church. Don’t just nod your heads 

in assent, in agreement.  This must get into our souls as Christ. This reality of 

The Church is nothing other than the reality of Christ working in us: nothing 

other than, nothing less than Christ working in us. I trust that the Lord will 

give us ears to hear, and eyes to see what we hear, and a heart to press on to 

know and to know perfectly what we see in the Face of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:22, 23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 

things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

God’s Eternal Purpose 
 

We have read some verses. It is like reading the volume of the Book.  The 

verses I am going to read to you are verses with regard to God’s eternal 

purpose, eternal desire: the desire that is the motivation of His Heart and the 

purpose for which everything that does exist, does exist.  His Desire is to 

dwell in a People; His desire is for a dwelling Place.  Yes, we are talking 

about the Almighty God, The One whose Name cannot even be said by the 
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human tongue - not really.  We have languages that try to express Him - 

Hebrew, Greek, and English.  I do not think the human tongue can actually 

say His Name.  That Name, however, is revealed in the Person of His Son and 

not in an academic way, not in a way that can even be really captured in any 

language, but in Spirit, in Truth, in soul transforming fullness.  We so need 

the transformation of our souls.  We so need the revealing of the Son and with 

and by the revealing of the Son, the putting off absolutely of the old and the 

putting on, absolutely of the New. That New is new in nature and character, 

new in birth, new in Life, new in resurrection - that which is Christ.  That 

which is Christ, so that His mind works in us pertaining to all things, because 

you see it is given to Him and exclusively to Him, to be Head over all things 

to His Church, which is His Body.  The fullness of Him is residing there: the 

fullness of Him who filleth all, the fullness of Him residing there in His Body, 

The Church, so that in the Son God finds His fulfillment. Yes, He finds His 

purpose brought to completion.  The Son - Emanuel, God with us, dwelling in 

us. Hallelujah!  

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:11 

In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of 

his own will. 

 

Ephesians 3:11 

According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

John 1:18 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 

bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

 

John 14:9 

Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not 

known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest 

thou then, Shew us the Father? 

 

Colossians 3:9, 10  

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image 

of him that created him. 
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2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

Colossians 2:9 

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

 

 

Dwelling in a Tabernacle Birthed by The Spirit 
 

Well, the verses are John 4:19-24. Jesus is speaking with the woman of 

Samaria, at the well.  “The woman saith unto Him, Sir, I perceive that thou art 

a prophet. Our fathers, (speaking of the Samaritans) worshipped in this 

mountain; and ye say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to 

worship.  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh when ye 

shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father…The 

hour cometh and now is when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 

in spirit and in truth for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  God is a 

Spirit, they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”  This 

Jesus says in answer to the promises, the prophecies, the types, the shadows 

indicating God’s Desire, Eternal Will and Purpose to dwell in a tabernacle not 

made with hands, nor a tabernacle created out from the dust of the earth, but 

to dwell in a tabernacle birthed by the Spirit.  Exodus 15:17 speaks toward 

that. “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine 

inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for Thyself to dwell 

in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord which thy hands have established.” Then Exodus 

25:8 - still pointing toward that Eternal thought and that Eternal fulfillment in 

Christ Jesus. “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 

them.” John 1:14, “And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us…. 

Full (you want to know where the fullness of Grace and Truth are?)  full of 

Grace and Truth, (and we have beheld his glory, the glory as of the only Son 

from The Father.” That is the Revised Standard Version.  The Glory as of the 

Only Son from the Father.  

 

Reference: 

Hebrews 9:24 

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 

figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 

God for us. 
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The Person Of Christ 
 

Well, these are the verses primarily that we are using in our sharing and in our 

searching, and this has been a matter of search with me for some time. 

CHRIST THE CHURCH. We have talked about the Presencing of the Lord, 

and in this lesson, I want to discuss with you The Person of Christ.  Christ the 

Church, the Person of Christ. And to do that we are going to have to look at 

the “I Am’s” of Christ. You know, the true intent and purpose of the Old 

Covenant: all of the teachings there, all of the types, all of the shadows, all of 

the promises, all of the prophecies were never toward a thing. They were all 

towards a Person.  With God Life has never been about a thing: Salvation 

never has been about a thing; inheritance never been about a thing; 

righteousness has never been about a thing or a group of things - things we 

can have, things we can do, things we can build, or places. No, with God it is 

always about A PERSON.  The volume of the Book says: He shall come.  It 

is said of Jesus in Hebrews 10:7, “I come (as it is said of Me in the volume of 

the book) I come, to do Thy will, O God.”  Is there anyone other than that One 

who can truly do the Will of God? Who has, in fact, truly done, fulfilled, 

perfectly the Eternal Good Pleasure and Will of God?  Is there any except that 

One who has done the Will of God?  None - no, none. 

 

References: 

Romans 5:14 

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not 

sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him 

that was to come. 

 

John 8:29 

And he that hath sent me is with me: The Father hath not left me alone; for I 

do always those things that please him. 

 

Matthew 26:39 

And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my 

Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, 

but as thou wilt. 

  

John 12:27 

Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this 

hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. 
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The Will Of God 
 

You see it is not so much you and me doing the Will of God, as it is having 

the Will of God worked in us through the revelation of Jesus Christ; having 

the Will of God worked in us by the Spirit revealing that One Son Who is 

Himself the Will of God in substance, in truth, in nature, in power. This is so 

much so that you and I, in our daily lives become an exercise of that Will, 

become an expression of that Will, not in some things, but in all things; not at 

some times, but at all times.  Therefore, it is not a matter of trying to do the 

Will of God but of having the Will of God revealed in us in such a way that 

our soul is conformed by that Will and that we do   out from that Will.  Now 

whether you understand this or not, I am speaking of the Church. I am 

defining the Church because; the Church is not a place we go: it is who Christ 

is, dwelling in us.  Dwelling in us, He is The Church.  I want to read 

something to you written by our brother, T. Austin Sparks, written in 1964, I 

am quoting to you from a transcript of a Bible Conference in Manila in the 

Philippine Islands.  “What is the Church?  I wonder what you would put down 

on paper if you were asked this question. If I were to ask you to write down on 

one sheet of paper the answer to this question: what is the Church?  I wonder 

what I should get. I am sure somebody would give me a wonderful system of 

Church truths, a wonderful order of Church practice.  The answer is simple: 

The Church is Jesus Christ, nothing less than that, nothing more than that.  If 

Christ is in a number of people, it is He who forms the Church.  It is Christ in 

us that makes the Church -  not first our doctrine, not first our practice, not 

first the way we carry on when we come together; but first of all the Presence 

of the Person of the Lord. The Presence of the Lord in those who are gathered 

together: that makes the Church.” 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

Philippians 2:13 

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 

pleasure. 
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People Gathered Into Christ 
 

Now, he goes on to say that Jesus sent forth His apostles two by two. That is, 

He sent them into every place where He Himself would come. He has never 

changed that principle.  He does not send us to form Churches or to set up 

Christianity.  Oh, please hear this! He sends us before His Face to bring 

Himself there.  That does not mean that churches have no meaning, but that 

brings us right to the point, what are churches?  They are just people gathered 

into Christ where He Himself is.  The supreme thing is this Eternal thought of 

God, The Presence of the Lord. The Presence of the Lord is the purpose of 

anything that is called The Church and that is the only purpose.  Oh my, 

when I think that that dear brother was laying forth that definition of Christ in 

union with His Body in the Philippines in 1964, during the time that I was just 

coming by revelation to the realization of the indwelling Christ, I am humbled 

beyond description. Yet here we are in 2007 and have you and I, who are so 

quick to say “Oh, how I love Jesus”; so quick to name everything we do a 

ministry of Jesus - all of our activities, all of our things, and yet in most of 

what we do this definition of Christ, as being the Church is not reflected.  

 

References: 

Mark 6:7 

And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and 

two; and gave them power over unclean spirits. 

 

Matthew 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 

midst of them. 

 
 

Ministry 

 
One of our researchers here, Jimmy Ned Collins, was doing a research paper 

concerning ministry and the statement he made was along this line: ‘Ministry 

is not what you do: it is not where you are, or the things you are doing.  

Ministry is only the measure of Christ that you are releasing, wherever you 

are and whatever you are doing.’  Now, I know most of us agree with this, but 

it is not simply agreeing with this. It is having this definition worked in us and 

realized in us in the Person of Jesus Christ, so that we are not just giving good 

definitions of ministry but so that we are the Presencing of Ministry, 

whenever and wherever.  So that we do not just have a good definition of 
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“Church” but that we function “as Church”, whenever and wherever: and to 

function as “Church” is to function as Christ.  Oh, yes, this is a corporate 

realization and actually a corporate manifestation but it affects each part, for 

what is the corporate except the parts gathered together in the knowledge of 

the Lord.  Many times, we say that this is for “the Church” to do, but it is for 

you and me to express: for you and me to release because the Church is Christ 

in you and Christ in me.  I trust the Lord will really begin to deal with our 

hearts concerning this Living Union with this Living Person of Christ and that 

you and me will not put off on institutional religion the thing that we should 

be expressing in the earth always and everywhere.  

 

References: 

Colossians 3:17 

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 

Ephesians 4:13,15,16 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 

Christ…But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, 

which is the head, even Christ; From whom the whole body fitly joined 

together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 

effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body 

unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 

Colossians 1:27 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

Ephesians 3:10 

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 

might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God. 

 

 

The Person of Christ 
 

Our study is “Christ The Church” and the subtitle for this lesson is “The 

Person of Christ.” Well, that is what the Church is: it is Christ in Person, 

Christ in persons, but those persons are the Person of One, Hallelujah! I want 

to take you back, back behind the myth of the Church, back to the origin of 
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the Church before man put his hand upon it.  The Church began as a pure and 

simple Work: I mean not confused - a pure and simple, straightforward Work 

of the Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, “For as the body is one, and hath many 

members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body; so 

also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body…” And we 

know that is through baptism into His Death. Paul defines that baptism in 

Romans 6:3, “Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 

Christ were baptized into his death?” So we also know then that the body, 

which is the Church comes forth in the Resurrection.  Not a separate 

resurrection - in The Resurrection. “… like as Christ was raised up out from 

among the dead, by the glory of the Father even so we also…” (Romans 6:4) 

That “we”, dear friend is the Church. “… so we also should walk in newness 

of life.” That is in absolute union with Him.  That is the Church, His Body. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:23 

(the church) Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

Acts 2:47 

Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to 

the church daily such as should be saved. 

 

 

Bodies/Body 
 

Now bodies were brought to that baptism: bodies of Jews, bodies of Greeks, 

male and females – bodies.  But a Body was raised up in the Power of the 

Resurrection, and that Body has never ever been other than The Living, 

Breathing, functional Body of Jesus Christ!  He has never left that Body, He 

has not forsaken that Body, and He has not abandoned that Body. He lives in 

that Body, He is the resurrection of it, He is the Life of it and He is the 

function and the ministry of it or it is not the Church. Now verse 14, “For the 

body is not one member, but many.” It is not one member: it is One Person.  

Father, give us ears to hear this, not just the words spoken, but The Word 

imparted.  Verse 18, “But now hath God set the members every one of them in 

the body…” You mean He did not leave one out? No, He set everyone of 

them in the Body and He hath done so, “… as it hath pleased Him.” And it 

pleased Him to do it by baptism into the death of His Son, and burial by 

baptism into the death of His Son, that the Body would come forth in the 

power and Person of the Resurrection which is His Son. Verse 20, “But now 
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are they many members, yet but one body.” Verse 27, “Now ye are the body 

of Christ, and members in particular.” 

 

References: 

Hebrews 13:5 

Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such 

things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

 

Ephesians 5:29, 32 

For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, 

even as the Lord the church: …This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning 

Christ and the church. 
 

 

Man’s Hand on God’s Things 
 

Man has always sought, and I guess always will seek to put his hand on the 

things of God. And not just on the things of God but upon the thing of God: 

the chief thing, the Person, the Person of the Son.  Man’s desire is to always 

put his hand, to leave a handprint, a thumbprint, a fingerprint; some kind of a 

print of himself upon it.  Adam touched the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil and with that came the fall, because every time man has put his hand 

upon that which is purely God; that which is God in nature and in character in 

every way; it has always ended with bad consequences, bad results.  Abraham 

put his hand on God’s promise – Ishmael: bad consequences. Moses smote 

the rock the second time - bad consequences. Uzzah put his hand upon the 

Ark of God. It was being carried in the wrong way to begin with, but it was 

still the Ark of God - terrible consequences: he was struck down.  Saul of 

Tarsus was a strong man: naturally a strong man.  Philippians 3:3-6, “For we 

are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ 

Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, Though I might also have 

confidence in the flesh.  If any man thinketh that he hath whereof he might 

trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of 

the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, as touching the law, a 

Pharisee: Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 

righteousness which is in the law, blameless.” Oh my, naturally he was a 

strong man, but the Cross reversed all of that!  Can I say that baptism 

reversed all of that?  Baptized into His Death, the Cross reversed all of that.  

An old man went in - a New Man came out.  Paul’s own words tell us that: 
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“Not I,… not I but Christ liveth in me.” (Galatians 2:20)  Oh, yes, I the vessel 

am still here: but it is not “I” who lives in this vessel – CHRIST LIVETH IN 

ME!  This man, Paul got a hold of WHO Resurrection is: not what it is, but 

WHO it is. He got a hold of WHO Life is, not what it is, but Who it is.  He 

got a hold of WHO the Church was and is; not what it was, what it is, but 

Who it is. Paul got a hold of that.  

 

References: 

Genesis 3:6 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 

pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 

fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he 

did eat. 
 

Genesis 16:2,15 

And Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an 

Egyptian, whose name was Hagar...And Hagar bare Abram a son: and 

Abram called his son’s name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. 

 

Numbers 20:11, 12 

And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and 

the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts 

also. And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, 

to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring 

this congregation into the land which I have given them. 

 

2 Samuel 6:6, 7 

And when they came to Nachon’s threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand to 

the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the 

Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and 

there he died by the ark of God. 

 

John 11:25; 14:6 

Jesus saith unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life; he that believeth in 

me, though he were dead, yet shall he live…Jesus saith unto him, I am the 

way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
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Christ In You – Living As One 
 

That got hold of him too! He says it is CHRIST IN YOU.  My, God, he says 

it is Christ in you. We read this in Colossians 1:27, “To whom God would 

make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 

Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” It is Christ in you, that is 

the Church; the Living Christ living in His Body; the Living Christ living in 

believers.  Those believers however, joined in the faith of that Living Christ, 

functioning… we will come to that later, but they are functioning as ONE.  It 

is not the many just doing many things; it is the many functioning as One in 

all things.  I know we can do many things. Most of you can do most anything 

better than I can do it. I know you can do many things, and  I know there 

seems to be many things to be done, but I am still telling you Christ is not and 

the Church is NOT many doing many things.  The Church is Christ in many 

living as One and doing whatever we do as One.  That is not eliminating 

members: members are necessary to the doing of One.  Many is necessary to 

the expression of One, but when did it become many instead of One?  When 

man puts his hand on it, it ceases to be One and becomes the work of many. 

And when it becomes “my” work it ceases to be Christ.  When it becomes 

“my” activity, it ceases to be His ministry.  Oh, our need is not for coming 

together based on seeing how we can do things better for Jesus.  Our need is 

to come together for the purpose of just seeing Jesus. I know, I know you are 

too busy for that.  We have too many things going on.  How true it is: we are 

too busy.  We do have too many things going on.  However, when we neglect 

one another, we neglect Him.  When we neglect one another, we neglect the 

Church which does not exist but by Him, and is the function of none but Him.  

 

References: 

Ephesians 4:4-6 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 

calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is 

above all, and through all, and in you all. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:10 

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all 

things, yea, the deep things of God. 

 

John 17:21 

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 

also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
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Knowing Him 
 

When will our chief purpose be knowing Him?  And knowing one another in 

the knowledge of Him?  Most of all not looking at ourselves. Now, for Paul, 

the Cross reversed all of that. Let’s finish our thought there first with Paul: 

baptism reversed it all. Philippians 3:7-10, “But what things were gain to me, 

those I counted loss for Christ.”  I don’t read anything here that in and of 

itself was bad, but this is Paul’s heart. “Yea doubtless, and I count all things 

but loss…” Paul throws a wider loop here, “ALL things but loss” - for what? 

For what does he count all things but loss?  For greater ministry, for greater 

expansion so that he is free to do more things for Jesus?  No, not first, not 

primarily; that is not it. “ I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord...” You know, I do not suppose in the 

natural there is anything much more dangerous than a body stumbling around 

without a brain or with an abnormal brain.  I know there is nothing more 

pathetic than believers trying to be the Church without the knowledge of the 

Lord.  There is nothing more pathetic than believers pointing to monuments 

of men, tombs of the dead and calling that the Church.  How we must lay 

aside all things.  Do not think about sins from which you were cleansed.  That 

isn’t what we are talking about. It is not what Paul was talking about and it is 

certainly not what I am talking about. “…for the excellency of the knowledge 

of Christ Jesus my Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all things…”  

You hear most people talking about sufferings: they want to make you think 

they are suffering because of the things they are doing for Jesus.  Well, if you 

are suffering loss for the sake of doing things, maybe you ought to just quit 

doing things because there is no true suffering of loss, no true fellowship of 

His suffering, no true loss suffered except for the excellency of the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 

References: 

Matthew 23:27 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye are like unto whited 

sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of 

dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. 

 

Luke 24:5 

And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said 

unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? 
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Romans 8:18 

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

 

 

Suffering Loss 
 

No, and in most cases you are just trading some things for other things. You 

are suffering the loss of these things for the things you are doing.  You really 

have not suffered the loss of anything: you just exchanged this for that.  That 

is the case so many times.  No, Paul suffered loss for the Excellency of the 

Knowledge of Jesus Christ my Lord.  It wasn’t merely changing one religion 

for another religion: it wasn’t merely changing persecuting Christians for now 

going around preaching to Christians.  It wasn’t merely separating himself, 

suffering loss of the Jewish Temple so he could go out, erect other temples, 

and call them churches.  No, he wasn’t in that business at all.  His loss was 

suffered for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ, and I put it to you 

friend: there is no loss truly suffered but for that purpose and in the doing of 

that purpose.  No loss is truly suffered, except by the excellency of the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ my Lord. “… and do count them but dung…”  Oh 

my! What is it? I do count them, that which was suffered loss but dung, that I 

may get busy for Jesus? No, “…that I may win Christ, and be found in Him, 

not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 

through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I 

may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 

sufferings, (yes, for the excellency of the knowledge of Himself) being made 

conformable unto his death.” If you can hear this, at the end of the game the 

score was: Paul – zero and Christ in Paul – All and All!  Dear friends, Paul 

was not the loser, he won Christ.  His reward was the righteousness of God in 

Christ and the Fullness of Christ in His Glory. 
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References: 

Acts 22:3, 4 

I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet 

brought up in this city at the feet of Galaliel and taught according to the 

perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye 

all are this day. And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and 

delivering into prisons both men and women. 

 

Galatians 1:13, 23 

For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how 

that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it…But they 

had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preached the 

faith which once he destroyed. 

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 

For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I 

have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 

them also that love his appearing. 
 

 

The Mind of Christ 
 

Oh, my! Well now, what an example, but look most of all at the Lord Jesus; 

look at the position, which He took. Philippians is full of this.  Philippians 

2:5, “Let this mind be in you…” That mind is certainly working in Paul when 

he goes on in what we just read in the third chapter. “Let this mind be in you, 

which was also in Christ Jesus: who being in the form of God…” Yes, “In the 

beginning was the Word, in the beginning God …” (John 1:1) “…Who being 

in the form of God, thought it not a thing to be held on to, to be grasped, to be 

equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 

form of a servant…” This is something He put on, and all He was putting on 

was me; and all He was putting on was you!  We, who try to lay our hand on 

the work of God; we who try to rise above. Oh yes, all He was really putting 

on was me; all He was putting on was you. “ and was made in the likeness of 

men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became 

obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  Verse 9, “Wherefore…” 

(Now, because of this: wherefore for this cause He who would not exalt 
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Himself) God also hath highly exalted him (He who made Himself no 

reputation) and given him a name which is above every name.”   

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:14,21 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died 

for all, then were all dead…For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 

no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

 

 

Our Nothingness – His Allness 

 
Friend, God can only exalt nothingness. God cannot take our own greatness 

and use it or exalt it - only when we lay it down as dung.  He can only take 

our absolute nothingness and exalt His Son in the place of our nothingness.  It 

is really this way - when I am present He is absent; when He is present I am 

absent. “Not I, but Christ.” (Galatians 2:20) We are defining the Church; we 

are defining the nature and the character of the Church.  Let me say to you - 

be very careful how you put your hand on the divine things of God, be very 

careful.  God has finished a Work in Christ: a Finished Work upon which we 

must not put our hands. This system of Christian religion exists today because 

man put his hand on divine things.  This brings the divine within the grasp of 

our own minds, so to say. So we can say this is how it has to be done, or this 

is what we must do, or this is what we must not do; this is where we must 

worship or not worship.  This is how to do it - it must be done in this way. 

You see, to leave our print upon it – MAN. It was man who created Christian 

religion much the same way that Abraham created Ishmael, and Christian 

religion has flourished in the earth much as Ishmael did, but it has not 

flourished in the Heavens.  It has in itself become a veil, a veil between the 

people of God and God Himself.  Oh, we must in our hearts get back to the 

beginning! 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 1:27-29 

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 

God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which 

are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 

God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 

That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
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2 Corinthians 12:9, 10; 13:4 

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 

perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 

infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take 

pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 

distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong…For 

though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. 

For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God 

toward us. 

 

John 17:4; 19:30 

I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest 

me to do…When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is 

finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 

 

 

Old System Dismissed 
 

 We read John 14:19-23. Jesus said to the woman “…the hour cometh and 

now is…”  He dismissed the whole system that existed right up to that time; 

He dismissed the whole system! Oh! That He would so stand in our hearts 

and declare Himself to the dismissal of the whole system!  With one sweep of 

His Hand, with one utterance, He dismissed the whole system that had existed 

up until that time.  The whole system of Judaism according to Old Testament. 

In one statement, He dismissed the whole dispensation and introduced an 

altogether New Order of things.  Not in this mountain where you Samaritans 

worship; not in the mountain or that city, or that temple where the Jews 

worship.  Nay, the hour cometh and now is: it is not in this or in that place. It 

is in Spirit; it is in Truth. You and I know that John 14:1-6 is not simply about 

another place and yet man put his hand on these verses and created a false 

concept of Heaven; created another Christian place, or another place for 

Christians. But there is only one place for Christians and that is IN CHRIST.  

There is only one place for believers – IN CHRIST.  You know that Jesus 

was not speaking of a place when He said in verse three, ‘I will come in 

newness of Life, I will come in newness of Spirit.’ Certainly, “newness” is 

the translation of the word there; I will come in “newness”.  I will come in 

Spirit.  It is the same word that it is used in John 3:3, “ you must be born 

again.” It is Newness of Spirit from above: it is the same thought that we 

quoted in Romans. 6:4, “That like as Christ was raised up out from among the 

dead by the glory of the Father, even so we should walk in newness of Life.”  
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‘I will come in newness in Spirit and gather you; receive you unto Myself.’ 

(John 14:3)  Jesus was saying, “What I am about to do is done with purpose”.  

 

References: 

John 2:19 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

will raise it up. 

 

Matthew 24:2 

And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? Verily I say unto you, 

There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown 

down. 

 

John 14:2,3 

In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 

you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 

be also. 

 

Ephesians 1:3 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 

with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. 

 

 

God’s Purpose 
 

 Jesus said My Father established this purpose from before the foundation of 

the world. And to this end was I crucified from before the foundation of the 

world: that God may live in His People and that His People may live in Him.  

This He has accomplished in the Son.  I will gather you: “Oh Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem… how oft would I have gathered you unto Myself and you would 

not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.” (Matthew 23:37,38) But 

His House, the House of which He is speaking; the Church of which He is 

speaking; the Israel of God of which He speaking here in John 14 is not left 

desolate.  ‘I will gather you into Myself; I will gather you into the Father’s 

House.  I will gather you in unto Me that where I am ye may be also.’ (John 

14:3)  This is not speaking of a place: it is speaking of the Person.  The 

Church is not a place: the Church is a Person.  We dwell in a Person: that 

Person dwells in us.  In this is fulfilled the thought of God toward a whole 

New Creation in Christ Jesus. “At that day ye shall know that I dwell in My 
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Father and ye dwell in Me and I in you.” (John 14:20) This is the realization 

and the definition of the Church.  What did Jesus mean when He said the hour 

cometh and now is?  Well, He said this in another place as well: speaking of 

the same thing in John 5:24, “Verily, verily I say unto you, He that heareth my 

word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 

come into condemnation: but is passed from death unto life.  Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, The hour is coming and now is when the dead shall hear the 

voice of the Son of God: and they that hear, (and this word “hear” means hear 

unto obedience) shall live. For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he 

given to the Son to have life in Himself.”  How shall this come about: how 

shall this worshipping of God in Spirit and in Truth come about? The Church 

shall come about through His death, and burial and resurrection.  It shall come 

about in the Resurrection: it shall be raised up out from among the dead as 

His Living Body!  

 

References: 

John 12:27; 18:37 

Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this 

hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour…Pilate therefore said unto him, 

Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this 

end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear 

witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 

 

1 Peter 1:20 

Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 

manifest in these last times for you.   

 

Hebrews 4:3 

For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in 

my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished 

from the foundation of the world. 

 

Revelation 13:8 

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not 

written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

 

Acts 17:28  

For in him we live, and move, and have our being… 
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Lifted Up – and Live 
 

He said the same thing in John 12:23,  “The hour is come that the Son of Man 

should be glorified.” Verse 32, “ And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 

draw all men in unto Me.”  What a two fold meaning that is: first lifted up in 

death – yes, by the Cross. Verse 33, “This He spake concerning His death.” 

Lifted up by the Cross but then drawing all men unto Him in Judgment. Then 

lifted up, lifted up - exalted out from among the dead; lifted up in resurrection 

and drawing unto Him whosoever among the dead would hear His voice and 

Live – LIVE! Live by Him Who is The Resurrection, and Live as His Body, 

the Church. I tell you, The Church is Christ living in His Body.  Oh, blessed 

be the Lamb of the Living God!  

 

 

The Church – The Ministry of One 
 

The Church is His Person: the Church is His Person functioning as Himself in 

the earth.  I beg of you do not consider anything less than that to be the 

Church.  The Church is not a multitude of ministries: the Church is the 

ministry of One expressed in a multitude of manifestations.  The Church can 

only be realized and defined in the Face of the Person whose Body it is.  

Many members yet one body. That is what we read in 1 Corinthians 12.  What 

are churches?  They are just people gathered into Christ where He Himself is.  

The Church is not something that happens when you go out and just get a 

bunch of people in a building.  The Church is something that happens when 

Christ is dwelling in people; when Christ is dwelling in people and those 

people are gathered into Christ where He Himself is. “I will receive you into 

Myself, that where I am ye may be also.” (John 14:3)  May God deal with our 

hearts in a most severe way.  Jesus said to His disciples at a particular time to 

show you the importance of definitions and of identity: “Whom do men say 

that I am?” (Matthew 16:13)  Come on, are you and I just reflecting who the 

world says that He is, who the world says that the Church is… Is that what we 

are reflecting? Is that what we are a reflection of? Is that what we think; is 

that what governs our ministry, our ministries?  “But whom say YOU that I 

am?” (Matthew 16:15) Now you see, eventually it has to come like that to 

you and me.  He is no respecter of persons. 
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References: 

John 17:23 

I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the 

world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast 

loved me. 

 

Acts 10:34 

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no 

respecter of persons. 

 

 

Who Do YOU Say I Am? 
 

Sooner or later this same Jesus, this Living Jesus, this Living Christ will ask 

you that in relation to Himself, in relation to His Church: “But who do you…” 

Who do YOU say that I Am when you teach, when you preach, when you 

walk, when you eat, when you live in every place, in everything you do?  

Whom do you say that I am?  I know this question first has to be answered in 

our soul in a very direct and in a very revealed, explicit, and emphatic way.  I 

know that. I know that, but then is that not said in everything we do?  You 

know that it is, and you know if you go on to reach farther that He is speaking 

of the Church and His inseparable union with it. ‘Upon this understanding of 

Me I will build my Church; on this understanding of My Person - of Who I 

Am, I will build my Church. Not upon something other than Who I Am, less 

than Who I Am. No, upon this understanding of Who I Am, I will build my 

Church.  And it is against that Church that the gates of hell cannot stand!’ 

This is Christ the Church. 

 

References: 

Matthew 16:13-18 

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say 

that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of 

the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon 

Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And 

Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh 

and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
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John 17:21-26 

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 

also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And 

the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even 

as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 

one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved 

them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast 

given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou 

hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. O 

righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and 

these have known that thou hast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy 

name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be 

in them, and I in them. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

 

THE HOUR IS COME 

 

 

The Church Is NOT Defined In Us 
 

We are on a series on “Christ the Church”.  This goes so much deeper than 

you and I could ever imagine.  This goes to the very core of our being. We 

must understand that in a related way to Christ; in a related way to one 

another in Christ, we are the Church, but the Church is not defined in us.  The 

Church does not find a definition in us. The Church does not find its 

substance in us: the Church is defined in Christ.  The Church finds its 

substance in Christ, therefore the title that I am using, the title upon which I 

insist, which the Spirit of God in me insists, is “Christ the Church”.  This 

whole relationship must come into Him, must be found in the reality of Him.  

Our relationship one with another must come into Him, in our hearts. It must 

come into Him; it must be found in Him.  Not in what we are doing or what 

we are not doing, it must come to be found in Him.  Our relationship one with 

another must be found in Him, because that is our relationship with God.  

That is our relationship with the Father.  It is bound up with and realized in 

the Person of the Son, the Person of Christ Himself.  Oh, that God would 

enlighten the eyes of our understanding concerning this reality, our Union 

with Christ!  Not just that we have a union, but the reality, the far-reaching 

Eternal Reality of our union with The Lord Jesus Christ.  Oh, that the eyes of 

our understanding would be enlightened to the reality of that Glorious Union.  

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:18, 22, 23 

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is 

the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 

the saints…And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 

over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth 

all in all. 

 

Colossians 2:16, 17 

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 

holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of 

things to come; but the body is of Christ. 
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John 17:22 

And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, 

even as we are one. 

 

 

Our True Being 
 

So, we are going to continue with this study and may it become more than a 

study: may it become food for our souls; may it become The Truth, The 

Living Truth.  Not the academic knowing of something, but The Truth out 

from which we live.  I got a note from a precious sister who has had a long, 

long history in Christ and a long history with me, and is a blessing to me in 

the Reality of the Lord Jesus.  She wrote: “I don’t know just what the mind of 

the Lord is for me.  It seems to me I am to just be – BE for a while or maybe 

from now on, I just don’t know.  When we get to talk together, face to face I 

will try to explain.” I was just reading that again in the light of what we are 

going to be talking about here.  I think the Lord needs to bring everyone of us 

to this very place.  Sometimes the Lord, in bringing us to this place causes a 

great crisis. Now, let me say the crisis never causes this - this place that The 

Lord would desire to bring us in the knowledge of Himself.  No, the Lord 

instigates that, but in doing that He is bringing us to that place of absolute 

nothingness and yet to the absoluteness of our true being.  Many times crises 

develop around that.  Well, it is to this place the Lord must bring each of us. 

Whatever the results may be in us and in the environment around us, we must 

come to this very place.  

 

References: 

Acts 17:28 

For in him we live, and move, and have our being… 

 

Philippians 1:21a; 3:9 

For to me to live is Christ…And be found in him, not having mine own 

righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 

Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith. 

 

Romans 7:18 

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will 

is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 
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Whom Do You Say That I Am? 
 

Now, our first scripture reading is in Matthew 16. A precious brother called 

recently, we were sharing together the things of the Lord, and he was sharing 

with me concerning the dealings of the Lord in his life with regard to heaven 

and the Kingdom of Heaven and that reality in Christ.  Afterward I was just 

sitting and meditating and the Lord in connection with this lesson brought 

Matthew 16 to me.  Verse 13, “When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea 

Philippi, he asked his disciples…” Now He was not asking the multitudes 

here. “…he asked his disciples saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of 

Man am? And they said, (his disciples) Some say that thou art John the 

Baptist…” Remember John had been beheaded, so some thought that He was 

John in resurrection. “…some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?”  Oh my, whom 

say ye that I am? “And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, 

the Son of the Living God. And Jesus answered and said into him, Blessed art 

thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood, (that is seeing me in flesh, seeing 

me here in this natural body in front of you; this body in which I came to die; 

seeing me in flesh and blood) hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father 

which is in heaven. And I say unto you … upon this rock that I will build my 

church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” That is, shall not be 

able to withstand it. But here is the thing: Whom do YOU say that I am? Now 

this goes to the very core of this lesson.  This goes to the very core of the 

reality that we are discussing together in these studies. 

 

References: 

Matthew 4:17 

From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand. 

 

Matthew 14:8,10 

And she, being instructed of her mother, said, Give me here John Baptist’s 

head in a charger… And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison. 

 

 

We Must Face The Whom Question 
 

Whom do you say that I am?  He just kind of brushed aside “Whom do men 

say that I am?” That is not the issue here.  “Whom do YOU say that I am?”  I 

could spend a long time talking to you about the contrast that is right here in 
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front of us - between whom do men say that I am; and whom do you say that I 

am, because I think so many Christians today are so much influenced by 

whom men say that He is.  More particularly whom religion says that He is; 

who the so-called Christian world and then the secular world say He is. How 

many flock to the movies that are upon the big screen today presenting Him 

in one way or another?  It would be foolish to say that He is there being 

presented by His Father.  I think there is so much influence in our hearts and 

the hearts and minds of believers that is from the world. And I say again, the 

Christian World, the religious world, and then even the secular world: those 

three elements are so entwined as to who He is; and yet the Spirit of God 

would still ask you and me this question.  Christ Who is in you would ask, 

and does ask you and me – WHOM DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?  This is the 

one question that every one of us who would know Him must face.  The 

question is not whom do men, or whom do you say that you are, or whom do 

men say that you are?  Oh, how we get caught up in that - trying to persuade 

men of who we are or of who we are not.  I must leave that but I think much 

of our time is used trying to persuade men of who we are, and that isn’t the 

question.  

 

References: 

Galatians 1:10 

For who do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? for if I 

yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:4 

But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we 

speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 

 

 

We Are NOT The Center 

 
No, that is not the question because we are not the issue here.  We are not the 

center of this relationship; we are not the substance of that reality into which 

we have been brought and that reality of which we are to be such 

manifestation.  We are not the center of our Salvation, nor the substance of it, 

so the question is not who are we. Yet I can see that in so much preaching 

today and so much ministry today – trying to center everything in who we are. 

Trying to define Salvation by the “saved”. Our Salvation must be greater than 

us. Oh dear friend, that is such a subtle work of the enemy to get our eyes 
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focused upon ourselves in any way, shape or form; on ourselves, and make 

our whole ministry one of defining who we are. Then we make our whole 

life’s effort defining who we are, even invading the sanctity of our prayer life, 

causing it to gather around who we are.  I want you to think about this, so I 

will say it one more time.  The all-defining question is not who are we. The 

question that MUST be answered is WHOM DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?  

This is the all-defining question.  The answer to this question will define 

eternity for you. 

 

References: 

Galatians 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into 

the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into 

an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be 

transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according 

to their works. 

 

Ephesians 4:14 

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 

with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 

whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 

 

 

Seeing The I AM Of All Things 
 

And this is the question that is being pressed into my heart today and I believe 

it is the question being pressed into your heart today. It is the question being 

pressed into every ministry with whom I am involved today. Oh, I tell you 

again what a dangerous path that is - to start out trying to figure out who I am, 

what am I, what am I to be doing, who are we, what are we to be doing, what 

is our purpose in and of itself - making those questions a thing in and of 

themselves.  Something we are seeking in and of ourselves, and in doing that 

I truly believe we are walking away from the substance; we are walking away 

from the center, from the issue. No, it is not seeing who I am. The question of 

Christ is, “Who do you say that I am”?  It is seeing Christ, who is the I Am. 
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Here is what I want to talk to you about now. Seeing the I Am of all things: 

not seeing things, not seeing ministry or ministries.  Seeing the I Am of all 

things: not seeing the Church, the Body, not seeing the Ministry of the Church 

or Ministries, but seeing the I Am of all things. It is not seeing the things, not 

understanding the things in and of themselves and coming to an 

understanding of that.  You will never reach the true understanding that way, 

by trying to make those things the focus of our understanding. I feel that 

many of us, if not most of us get caught in that trap and it takes the Lord 

precious time to retrieve us from that trap.   

 

References: 

Colossians 1:16,17 

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 

or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all 

things, and by him all things consist. 

 

Colossians 2:8-10,18,19 

Beware lest any many spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in 

him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in 

him, which is the head of all principality and power…Let no man beguile you 

of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding 

into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 

And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having 

nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of 

God. 

 

 

Seeing Christ Who Is Your Life 
 

Seeing the I Am in all things. Many of us see that Christ is our Life.  We see 

that Christ is in us, we see that we are in Him. And you see, we preach what 

we see; we are what we see, in our preaching, our teaching, our lives, our 

thinking. We see that we are His Body, we see that the Church is His Body, 

we see that we are His Church - but do we see Him?  Can you see one without 

the other? Oh my, yes.  You can get information, correct information, and 

glean it from the scripture without ever seeing the Truth that is behind that 

information. Oh, yes, you can glean the information, we can see that Christ is 

our Life, then we will try to be like Him.  We will do it honestly, we will do it 
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sincerely, we will do it in tears, we will do it in supplications.  We will name 

our ministry after that, we will name our tapes and our lessons and our books 

after that. Yes we will, we can do that and we will preach that information: 

we will preach that Christ is our Life. Can you see that Christ is your Life 

without seeing Him who is your Life? Oh, Paul says you can.  Experience 

should tell you that, but Paul says you can. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:17-23 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you 

the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your 

understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 

calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, And 

what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, 

according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, 

when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 

heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in 

that which is to come: And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to 

be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him 

that filleth all in all. 

     

Galatians 1:15-16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and 

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. 

 

 

The Appearing Of Him 
 

You have read i Colossians  3:1, “Seeing then…” King James says: “If you be 

(seeing then that you are) risen with Christ, set your mind there, set your 

affection there, seek there, not things on the earth; for you are dead, as to 

that, you are dead. When Christ who is our life…” Oh yes, Paul says, it is a 

certainty you are. I speak upon the basis of Truth: seeing that you are risen; 

seeing that Christ is your Life, seeing that you are quickened, raised and 

seated together with Christ. Then set your hearts, your very soul to know 

Him, “set your affection upon Him” If no one else had seen that, Paul had. 

Seeing these things to be so: “When Christ who is our Life shall appear…” 

Oh my, without the appearing of Him, information is all we have. 
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Information is all we have and we will do our best to live according to that 

information - seeing that and being convinced that it is true.  Seeing that 

Christ is in us we will do our best to live accordingly, to reform our habits, to 

reform our actions accordingly. Oh yes we will.  Seeing that we are in Him, 

we will do our best to understand that place and submit everything to that 

information.  Seeing that we are His Body, we will do our best to do what 

Jesus would do in every situation, to seek to know what He would do in every 

situation.  Seeing that the Church is His Body, we would set out on a 

campaign to convince one another of our union, of our oneness.  Seeing that 

we are His Church, we would begin to reform our vocabulary, telling 

everyone “You don’t go to church: you are the church.” -  statements like 

that.   

 

References: 

2 Timothy 4:1,8 

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 

judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom…Henceforth 

there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 

them also that love his appearing. 

 

1 Peter 1:7 

That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 

perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour 

and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Except We See Him 

 

However, except we see HIM there will come a great breakdown in the 

information. There will come a great breakdown in our ability to live 

according to the information, because you see, if it is just this information by 

which we try to govern our lives, and try to be like Him, or live like Jesus as 

His Body, as His Church: if it is just that, then we have not come to The Truth 

of all these things, as that Truth is in the Person of Christ.  Well, is it with 

us just information, or have we come to realize these things as a result of 

seeing Him and who He is?  It is not even who we are in Him. Who WE are is 

not the true foundation of this relationship, but seeing who HE IS; seeing 

Who He is and then realizing in the face of Who He is, seeing Him, realizing 
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that, “…when Christ our Life shall appear then shall ye.”  It is always that 

way. It always has to be that way: “… then shall ye.”  Seeing who He is and 

then realizing it is never our doing, it never has been our doing: it is always 

His being - Christ being Who He is in you, Christ being Who He is in me.  

Here it is at the expense of you, and at the expense of me, Christ being Who 

He is in me at the expense of me, “not I but Christ liveth in me”. I know the 

natural mind just backs up and totally recoils in that because we are so much 

involved in doing ministry. We are so much involved in doing things - being 

the Church, being His Body, being what we ought to be. That is not the issue, 

but we make it the issue.  That is not the substance.  “Me doing” does not 

define ministry: ministry is only defined by the measure of Christ that is 

expressed; by the measure of Christ that is exhibited; by the measure of Christ 

that is manifested in whatever I do, or wherever I am or whenever I am there.  

It is the measure of Christ.  Maybe we should just run to the end of “doing” 

and then face the reality of “His BEING.” 

 

References: 

Ephesians 4:20, 21 

But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have 

been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:11 

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 

Philippians 3:9 

And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 

but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 

God by faith. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Christ Is In His Being 
 

I am not telling you things will not be done. I am saying that we must allow 

the Lord to show us the difference in “me doing” and “His Being”, because 

you see He is in His Being: He is Who He is in me, right in the midst of all of 
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my running, right in the midst of all of my doings, right in the midst of all of 

my beings. He is there BEING. It is just that when I am out in front, I am 

hindering and that can go on for a great while, and that can achieve things, 

although it will never achieve Christ Being Present.  We say He is: we want 

to believe He is, and in fact - in reality, yes He is. He is in you, but 

“Presence” is something that has to be revealed to be real, to be effective. Let 

me put it this way: has to be manifested in you to be effective.  Oh, friends, I 

hope you can hear this: Christ being Who He is in me, in you, at the expense 

of me and you doing nothing - doing NOTHING!  Need I assure you of this? I 

feel that I have to assure somebody of this. Things will be done, but I don’t 

want to say that because you see, that sounds like such a contradiction. But 

the Church will function, ministry will function; but it will function by My 

Spirit saith the Lord.  No, not His Spirit coming upon me and enabling me to 

go do something. No, no. By My Spirit, saith the Lord.  By you and me 

realizing Christ the Church, Christ the Body, Christ the ministry. Hear Paul 

say “When I was with you brethren, I was there in weakness, I was there in 

my absolute nothingness.” (1 Corinthians 2:3)  He says in another place even 

some of you and others have made fun of me saying why there is nothing to 

him; he is not great.  You think he is great when you read his letters, but when 

he comes there personally you see that there isn’t much to that bag of dirt!  

That is exactly the position he takes. He doesn’t do that in some kind of trying 

to be humble or in a false humility.  

 

References: 

Colossians 1:27,29 

… Christ in you, the hope of glory…whereunto I also labour, striving 

according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. 

 

Philippians 2:13 

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 

pleasure. 

 

Zechariah 4:6 

Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord 

unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith 

the Lord of hosts. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:1-3 

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of 

wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to 
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know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was 

with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:10 

For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is 

weak, and his speech contemptible. 

 

 

Face To Face With Substance 

 
He does that because the man has come face to face with substance.  He has 

come face to face with the One in whom Paul himself is defined – “not I, but 

Christ”.  He has come face to face with the One in whom the whole Church 

is defined - Christ Living in His Body: Christ the Church.  He understands 

that ministry is only measured in the measure of Christ that is truly exhibited, 

that is truly shared. Moreover, he says, I was with you and yet I was not; 

when I was with you I was not.  No, not there, not in wisdom of words, no - 

not in power of flesh, no - but, I was with you in the reality of Christ.  The 

very fact that I could even utter words, that I could even utter this testimony 

of God was directly due to the Power and Operation of the Holy Spirit, for I 

speak these things not of myself, that your faith should not stand in me or any 

other man.  Do you see what I am saying?  We say it, we say it but do we 

know it by seeing Him?  “Not I, but Christ; not I, but Christ”. Do we not 

understand that if it is God who worketh in you both to will and do of His 

good pleasure; do we not understand that if it is God working in us, it must 

also be God working through us that which is His Will and that which is His 

Good Pleasure?  Well, Lord give us understanding. Lord give us 

understanding that we may be expressions of His Being; that we may simply 

be, in all things the deep expression of His Being. This is the Church - this is 

the function of the Church, the purpose of the Church and the ministry of the 

Church. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. 

 



 

 

 

84 

Ephesians 4:7, 11, 12 

But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of 

Christ…And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, 

for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:6 

Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the 

body, we are absent from the Lord. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:4, 5 

And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s 

wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith 

should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

 

 

The Hour Cometh And Now Is 
 

Now, let’s read in John 4:19-24. This is where Jesus is talking to the woman 

at the well. “And the woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a 

prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say that in 

Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her, 

Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, 

nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.” We talked about this in the last 

lesson so I’ll not repeat that.  “Ye worship ye know not what; we know what 

we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.”  Here is the verse I am after, “But 

the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the 

Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  

God is Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 

truth.”  Now, what did Jesus mean when He said this? What did Jesus mean 

when He said “the hour cometh, and now is”? He said this in another place as 

well: speaking of the same things, speaking of the same truth.  He said this in 

John 5:24-26, “Verily, verily I say unto you, He that heareth my word…” See, 

this woman was hearing Him. “He that heareth my word, and believeth 

(heareth and believeth) on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall 

not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.  Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall 

hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.”  The word 

‘hear’, in the first part of the verse, is a reference to they shall hear the Sound 

of it. They shall hear something being said, but they that hear (the second 



 

 

 

85 

time it is used) to understanding, they that hear to turning and seeing shall 

live.  

 

 

Hearing The Voice 
 

Remember John saying ‘I heard a voice and I turned to see the voice’?  That 

is what is implied here.  Remember I quoted to you: “When Christ, who is 

our life shall appear…” (Colossians 3:4) When we hear and in our hearts we 

turn to see Him in belief: believing, we turn to see Him whom we hear.  It is 

in the turning: it is in the seeing, it is in the believing - it is not in listening to 

words. It is seeing and receiving in our heart the Word, the Living Word of 

God -  The Living Word of God! He stood there at that well as the Living 

Word of God! Oh, I know, it had not yet been fully made manifest and in that 

period of that 3 ½ years it was not going to be made fully manifest. That is, it 

was not going to be made manifest to all, but He presented Himself from time 

to time. Yes He did.  He presented Himself in such a way to Peter and His 

disciples and now outside, outside the region of Israel. Outside the region of 

the Jews He presents Himself to this woman. Oh yes, because you see, this 

reality is for all mankind. Because that which God had promised to the Jews 

would come by the Cross to be made available to both Jew and Gentile, and it 

would not then be a distinction of the Jew or of the Gentile, but rather One 

New Man in Christ Jesus.   

 

References: 

Revelation 1:12 

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw 

seven golden candlesticks. 

 

Romans 10:9 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 

thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

 

John 1:14 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.  

 

1 John 1:1, 2 

That which was from the beginning which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of 
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the Word of life; For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear 

witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and 

was manifested unto us.) 

 

Ephesians 2:15-18 

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 

contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so 

making peace: And that he might reconcile both unto  God in one body by the 

cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you 

which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through him we both 

have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

 

Galatians 3:28 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 

male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 

Ephesians 3:6 

That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers 

of his promise in Christ by the gospel. 

 

 

Spiritual Understanding 
 

But here He is saying at the well: “The hour is coming, and now is.” Here in 

John 5, “The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice 

of the Son of God: and they that hear, (they that hear to understanding, they 

that receive) shall live.”  We have been dealing in other lessons concerning 

the Necessity of Spiritual Understanding and using Matthew 13 as a text for 

that.  It talks there about the ground - the ground that does not just receive the 

seed, that is, just hear the sound of the gospel of Christ. That is what I was 

talking to you about: it’s not just that we hear and believe that something is 

true; that He is our Life, that we are His Body, that we are The Church, that 

He is in us. It is not that kind of hearing.  That is just throwing seeds on top of 

the ground; that is just throwing seeds among weed piles. Oh, listen to what I 

am telling you here. But there is ground that with the hearing, receives and 

understands, and in that understanding brings forth fruit - not of itself, but of 

the seed that it has received. It is the same thing here.  What did He mean: 

“The hour is coming and now is”?  He meant that a completely NEW day had 

come! He said the same thing in John 12:23-24, “The hour is come, that the 

Son of Man should be glorified.”  We know that He speaks there of the Cross. 
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We know that in each of these things, He is speaking of Himself, but He is 

speaking of that time that shall be made manifest in His Death, in His Burial, 

in His Resurrection: that by the Cross should be made manifest, that by the 

Cross is neither Jew nor Gentile.  The Hour is come points to the Cross where 

it is made manifest that it is neither in this mountain nor in that mountain; that 

there through His Death, His Burial, His Resurrection He brings in a New 

Day, a New Reality, showing that the fullness of time is come.  Gal. 4:1-4, 

“But now in the fullness of the time He hath sent forth His Son.”  What does it 

mean?  “The hour cometh and NOW IS.” In each of these places, in each of 

these scripture verses and where He was when He was saying what is 

recorded in these verses, He could have said, ‘Well I am here.’  THE HOUR 

IS COME.  
 

References: 

Matthew 13:3-9 

And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower 

went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and 

the fowls came and devoured them up: some fell upon stony places, where 

they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no 

deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and 

because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; 

and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But other fell into good ground, 

and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 

 

 

Hour Fulfilled In a Person 
 

“The hour is come and now is”. That is what He did say.  What He could 

have said was, ‘Here I Am’. Because the hour is not just a matter of time; the 

day is not a matter of time - it is a matter of PERSON.  Oh, dear Lord God, 

the hour was fulfilled in the Person; the day was fulfilled in the Person.  They 

faced the hour, they faced the day. They faced it in the Person.  There is 

substance to the hour; there is substance to the day, because there is substance 

to our Salvation, there is substance to Life.  Well, “I AM COME!” Can you 

hear that in your inner man today?  The hour had come in a Person. That 

would be made manifest through the administration of that Person.  We read 

in Eph. 1:9-10, “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure which he had purposed in himself.” Having 

made known unto us.  This was not still a mystery to Paul, and Paul is 

declaring the substance and the revelation of that mystery to the Church.  It is 
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not a mystery to Paul.  “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure which he purposed in himself that, in the 

administration of all the fullness, the fullness of time…”. This is what God 

determined from before the foundation of the world, what was kept a mystery 

right up to the Cross but that mystery is now revealed to his Saints.  The 

substance of that mystery being Christ in you; this is what Paul is saying.  It is 

now revealed and it is being revealed through the very administration of 

fullness, through the very Spirit of Truth, which He has sent to you; that He 

has now gathered into its fullness all things and that Christ Himself is that 

fullness.  

 

References: 

Hebrews 10:7, 9 

Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do 

thy will, O God…Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh 

away the first, that he may establish the second. 

 

Ephesians 3:3, 4 

Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 

Christ, Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is 

now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 

 

John 16:13-15 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: 

for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 

speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall 

receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father hath are 

mine; therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

 

 

Ministry 
 

 Oh yes, the mystery revealed in a Person, the mystery revealed in The Son.  

We read that in Colossians 1: 25-28, “Whereof I am made a minister, 

according to the dispensation, (the administration is the correct word here) 

whereof I am made a minister…” It would do each of us good to see Paul’s 

definition of ministry here.  For you see, we think that ministry is defined by 

those to whom we are speaking or those to whom we are in some way, 

laboring.  We think ministry is defined by age groups, or by ethnic groups, or 

by race, or by creed or kind. We say, ‘My ministry is to the Africans, God 
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loves the Africans.’ ‘My ministry is to the Chinese, God loves the Chinese.’ 

‘My ministry is to children, God loves little children.’ ‘My ministry is to the 

elderly, God loves the elderly.’ Beloved, ministry is defined in the Person of 

Christ.  It is to be received by all, but it is defined in the Person of Christ.  It is 

not just me doing things.  It is the measure of Christ being shared in all things, 

in all places, at all times.  Look what Paul says, “Whereof I am made a 

minister.”  Do you know what ministry is, basically? When you sum it all up, 

do you know what it is?  It is servant, servant.  There are many wonderful 

word definitions of it: an attendant, a waiter, one who executes the commands 

of another, a servant, the servant of a king, servant of all.  Oh, it goes on and 

on and on.  Paul says that I am made a servant according to the administration 

of God.  What is that?  It is the administration of fullness that we are talking 

about in Eph. 1:9-10: it is the administration of the Spirit. 

 

References: 

Matthew 20:27 

And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant. 

 

Romans 1:1; Titus 1:1; James 1:1 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the 

gospel of God…Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

according to the faith of God’s elect, and the acknowledging of the truth 

which is after godliness…James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. 

 

 

To Fulfil The Word of God 
 

Colossians 1:25, “ …according to the administration of God which is given to 

me for you…”For you, that I by that may serve you.  Here is my service to 

you, here it is. This is Paul saying to the Church: here is my Service to you. 

“… to fulfil the word of God.” To fully present, to present in fullness of 

Person, the Word of God. “Even the mystery which hath been hidden from 

ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:  To whom 

God would make known what is the riches of the glory, (the very substance) of 

this mystery among the Gentiles (as well as among the Jews)….  What is the 

substance?  “… which is CHRIST IN YOU, the hope of glory.”  He is the 

fulfillment of Israel’s expectation, of Israel’s hope of Glory, of Israel’s hope 

of resurrection, of Israel’s hope of righteousness.  He is the fulfillment of it - 

HE is! It is HIM, it is HIM! Oh, don’t you see: we understand nothing until 
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we have the understanding of HIM and God has given an administration of 

the Spirit specifically for that understanding. For it is that understanding that 

God has concerning all things. Yes, that is what the verse means.  

 

References: 

Luke 2:25, 26 

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the 

same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the 

Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, 

that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 

 

Luke 24:21 

But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and 

beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done. 

 

Acts 1:6 

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt 

thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 

 

 

All Things Comprehended In Christ 

 
Back in Ephesians 1:10, “ That in the dispensation (administration) of the 

fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 

which are in heaven, and which are on earth: even in him.” All things would 

now be gathered together.  Another word is “summed up”. The better word I 

believe is a Greek word, and it is used here in this definition, “that all things 

would now come to be comprehended in Christ.”  You understand that God 

comprehends all things in relation to His Son.  He comprehends all things in 

His Son: He comprehends heaven and earth in His Son, He comprehends you 

and me in His Son.  God’s comprehension of all things is according to its 

relationship to His Son: whether it is in His Son or whether it is not; whether 

it is among the dead or raised up out from among the dead in His Son.  He 

comprehends the newness of all things by His Son, and this is the 

administration that He has given to you and me, the Church, the Body, for the 

comprehending of the Son in all things. And until you and I, the Church, His 

Body in relation to Him, begin to comprehend all things, begin to 

comprehend the Church, begin to comprehend the Body, begin to 

comprehend ourselves: until we begin to comprehend all things by the 
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comprehending of God, by the administration given of God; until we begin to 

comprehend all things in the Person of the Son, we are just stumbling around 

just like some kind of a gigantic man made monster - that’s all.  We are just 

out here doing things, we are just out here trying to be like Jesus; we are just 

out here developing ministries and defining ministries by men, women, 

children, race, creed, color, kind - knowing nothing, knowing NOTHING!  

Well, I do ask you to think about this.   

 

Reference: 

Colossians 1:16, 17 

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 

or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all 

things, and by him all things consist. 

 

 

Spiritual Life In The Person Of Christ 
 

Jesus said in our John 4 text: “…not in this mountain or that mountain…” No, 

it is in the Son Himself. It is in THE SON HIMSELF.  Christianity, true 

Christianity, not this label stuck on religion, but true Christianity, true 

Spiritual Life, true Life in the Spirit had come with this very Person.  You 

see, He was just pulling the veil back, just a little bit, (That would completely 

be done away in His Death, Burial, and Resurrection) so that this woman 

could see that true Spiritual Life was neither in her mountain nor in the Jews’ 

mountain.  It had come to be gathered into a Person and into the 

administration of that Person.  Repeatedly He declared the Person.  John 14:6, 

“ I am the Way, the Truth, the Life.” He could never have taught on a way, a 

truth, and a life without presenting I AM.  John 11:25- He did not give a 

lesson on future resurrections, “I Am the Resurrection and the Life.”  John 

10:9, 11, “I Am the Door…I am the good shepherd.”  John 15:5, “I Am the 

Vine.” The whole plan and purpose of God has come to be summed up, 

identified with, and comprehended in a Person.  Do you suppose that if that is 

true, then God cannot comprehend us except through our union, our utter and 

total dependence upon that Person for our being, for our very existence?  

Don’t you believe that that applies to you and me in our relationship with 

Him known as the Church, which is His Body, the fullness of Him, who fills 

the whole and every part of it?  Do you not see that you and I have, in Him, 

come to fullness?  This is why Paul says, “ In Him dwelleth all the fullness, 
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and ye are complete in Him.” (Colossians 2:9, 10) Our comprehension of Him 

is not complete. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 3:14 

But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail 

untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in 

Christ. 

 

Ephesians 1:22,23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 

things to the church. Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

 

Manifestation of His Being 
 

See, that is the problem. We can know all of these things as facts, as truthful 

information, “But when He who is our Life shall appear…”(Colossians 3:4) 

then shall these things be made manifest as realities of His Being, not just as 

exercises or activities of my trying to do it. That is so very important for us to 

understand. All these things - the Body, the Church, the ministry; when He 

who is our Life shall appear these things become manifestations of that 

appearing and by appearing I mean, CHRIST REVEALED IN YOU.  These 

become a manifestation of His Being wherever we are and whenever we are 

there: become manifestation of His Being, not just the exercise and the 

activity of my doing.  That is where we have come in this lesson. Not this 

mountain, not that mountain, but by My Spirit saith the Lord.  For you and me 

today in our vernacular: not this teaching or that teaching.  That is not where 

it is found: not in this doctrine, not in that doctrine; not in this movement, not 

in that movement; not in the healing message, nor the healing movement; not 

in the miracle message, nor the miracle movement; the sign and wonder 

message, nor the sign and wonder movement; the latter rain message, nor the 

latter rain movement; not in the Sonship message, or movement, the Kingdom 

message or movement, the Reconciliation message or movement, the 

Restoration message or movement, the Deeper Life message or movement, 

the Last Days message or movement. Not in this mountain, not in that 

mountain. No, not in the mountains of men but in the Son Himself. Not in the 

mountains of our own creations, not in the ministries that we have created for 

ourselves. Oh, God help us!  No, in the Son Himself! Beloved of God, until 

He appears there is no ministry: until He appears, there is no function of His 
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Body.  It is just “us” doing things.  Until He appears, there is no 

comprehending, no comprehension given of God.  For God comprehends all 

things in His Son.  Until He appears it is just you and me doing the best we 

can.   

 

My prayer is: God bring us to our nothingness, bring us all to the end of our 

doing, and reveal in us the Being of Your Son.  May the Lord collect our 

hearts together.  May there be in us nothing less than the appearing of Him – 

Christ, The Eternal Son. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

 

 THE CROSS - THE GOSPEL OF GLORY 
 

 

I Have Appeared 

 
We are dealing with the gospel. What a tremendous view of Christ the gospel is. In 

Acts 26 Paul is testifying, shall we say, witnessing to King Agrippa, because Paul 

is in a life and death situation there.  He has been preaching the resurrection 

through Christ. He has not been preaching that there is “going to be” a 

resurrection; but he is preaching the resurrection through Christ.  He is presenting 

Christ as the resurrection of Israel: Israel’s long awaited resurrection and the 

resurrection of all who will hear His voice and live.  And this has gotten him in a 

lot of trouble. King Agrippa asked him about his religion: what he is preaching, 

how he stirred the Jews up so. And Paul is witnessing there to Agrippa, but one of 

the things he says is what Jesus told him in that heavenly vision. The Lord Jesus 

said, “… I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a 

witness both of those things which you have seen, (well now, he has just seen 

Jesus) and of the things in which I will appear unto thee.” (Acts 26:16)  My point 

is that unless Christ appears in the thing, the thing has no life in and of itself. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 15:1,3,4 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 

which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand… For I delivered unto you first 

of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins, according to the 

scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according 

to the scriptures. 

 

Acts 26:6-8 

And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our 

fathers: Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and 

night, hope to come. For which hope’s sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the 

Jews. Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise 

the dead? 

 



 96 

Acts 4:2 

Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the 

resurrection from the dead. 

 

 

Until Christ Appears 
 

What am I talking about?  We can know Spiritual Life as a group of things, we can 

know Spiritual Life as Salvation, but until Salvation is revealed in Christ - more 

appropriately, until CHRIST REVEALS HIMSELF in Salvation, then Salvation 

becomes just a religion.  And Salvation can have its own standards dictated by 

man. In other words man can say, ‘Well here, these are three things you must do to 

be saved’, and then teach Salvation as doing those three things: going to church on 

Sunday Morning, paying your tithes, and reading your Bible fifteen minutes a day, 

and that is Salvation, and when you die you are going to heaven.  Or whatever 

definition may be given.  However, you really do not comprehend Salvation until 

Christ is revealed AS it.  You see, Christ shows us nothing other than Himself; He 

shows us nothing of Spiritual Life, aside from Himself, because He is the 

substance of all things Spiritual.  It is a waste of time to search the scriptures 

concerning the wisdom of God and do that aside from the realization and the 

revelation of Jesus Christ because He alone is the wisdom of God.  Until Christ 

appears in that thing, you do not understand that thing and more importantly, that 

thing is not impregnated in your heart. 

 

References: 

Colossians 1:17; 2:16,17 

And he is before all things, and by him all things consist…Let no man therefore 

judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or 

of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of 

Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:24 

But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, 

and the wisdom of God. 
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All Things In Christ 
 

Therefore, you see, Salvation is not a bunch of things but it is in fact all things 

realized in the Person of Christ. Comprehending Salvation then, is not 

comprehending a bunch of things in and of themselves, and teaching those things 

in and of themselves, and trying to find standards for those things and definitions 

for those things and applications of those things in and of themselves.  That is 

religion.  That is tiresome: that is very, very tiresome.  It becomes bondage and it 

becomes death.  Salvation is not a bunch of things.  Salvation is the realizing of all 

things in the Person of Jesus Christ.  It is having Christ appear, it is having Christ 

revealed in all things.  It is in all things seeing Christ and realizing that those 

things are not a bunch of individual things bouncing around in Christ, No, each 

one of those things has Christ as its substance and has Christ as its dimension: its 

depth, its length, its breadth, its height, and has Christ as its true definition.  Only 

when Christ is revealed in you, do we comprehend any of these things as they 

truly are.  So, each of these things becomes a view of Christ.  We come to know 

Him as wisdom, we come to know Him as righteousness, we come to know Him 

as relationship, we come to know Him as all of these things that we have tried to 

define and make applicable to our life without truly understanding them in their 

relationship to Christ. And it hasn’t worked that way, and it won’t work that way.  

 

References: 

Ephesians 3:17,18 

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded 

in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, 

and depth, and height. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 

 

 

The Gospel of Glory 
 

The gospel is one of those things.  The gospel is a tremendous view of Christ, 

because the gospel gathers up into itself the very fullness of Who Christ is.  The 

gospel gathers up into itself… well, what is there that is not gathered up into the 

realizing of Christ as the gospel?  Righteousness is gathered up into the gospel - 

the gospel is of righteousness.  The Covenant, the New Covenant is of the gospel.  

The New Covenant is of the New Testament.  It is gathered up into the gospel.  
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What is it that is not gathered up into the gospel when we comprehend the gospel 

as being Christ?  Not about Christ - but Christ Himself.  Now, in this particular 

lesson in this series concerning the gospel we are looking at THE GOSPEL OF 

GLORY. The gospel of Glory is the Cross, and the Cross is the gospel of Glory. 

You cannot separate, as the gospel, Christ from the Cross.  Paul makes that very 

clear in his writings. You can’t separate Christ from the Cross.  There is not a 

gospel of the Cross, and then a gospel of Christ, and then a gospel of Glory, and all 

of these things being divided by so called “dispensational eras”.  Let me just tell 

you right now, dispensationalism stopped at the cross.  Dispensationalism stopped 

at the cross!  I know that burns a lot of people’s ears, and upsets a lot of people in 

their theology, but dispensationalism does not go beyond the Cross.  Beyond the 

Cross there is an endless day!  

 

References: 

Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

 

Ephesians 3:21 

Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 

without end. Amen. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:2 

For I determined not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him 

crucified. 
 

 

Beyond The Cross 

 
BEYOND THE CROSS - if I can use that term just for describing what I am 

talking about: “beyond the Cross”, because you and I both know we never get 

beyond the Cross, for the Cross is the center of all Spiritual Life.  But beyond the 

Cross, there is a New Creation and in that New Creation there is no 

dispensationalism.  There is no time, there are no days, and there are no years of 

dispensationalism.  It is an eternal age, it is an eternal day, it is an eternal creation 

without end! Because He who is the substance of it is the Beginning, though He 

has no beginning. He is the Ending though He has no end.  Oh, yes, in that creation 

He is the ever coming; that is the EVER PRESENT ONE- present for all who 

would turn to see Him and hear His voice, and walk in the comprehension of Him 

as the very Light of Life.  Oh, Blessed be the Lamb of God!  No, 
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dispensationalism does not go beyond the Cross.  The last day event was the 

Cross.  Many people are talking about a “final movement” that is yet to come in 

which we are yet to be involved.  However, God’s final movement came with the 

Cross!   

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

Hebrews 7:16 

Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of 

an endless life. 

 

Revelation 1:8 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, 

and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 

 

John 1:4 

In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

                 

Matthew 24:3 

And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him 

privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the 

sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 

 

Hebrews 9:26 

For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but 

now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the 

sacrifice of himself. 
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In The Fullness Of Time 
 

Yes, it is when He sent His Son.  It is when He declared time to be full.  “And in 

the fullness of time He sent forth His Son… He sent forth His Son to redeem,(to 

redeem, not the law), to redeem those who were under the law.” (Galatians 4:4,5)  

The law came, and met its end.  The days and times of the law and ceremonies and 

feasts of the law met their end: their end, their fulfillment, their completion.  The 

types and shadows of the law met their end, their fulfillment, their completion.  

The Old Covenant was summed up and a big ‘AMEN’ was pronounced upon it.  

The prophets had their prophecies fulfilled.  And if you can’t see that, then maybe 

it is because our comprehension of His death, burial, and resurrection only relates 

to a sin question. Our view of the Cross is so small because our view of The 

Finished Work of Christ is so small.  Well, the Old Covenant met its end; 

prophecies met their end; all the promises of God to Israel all met their end.  All 

were fulfilled in Christ, through His death, burial and resurrection to be manifested 

in the earth by the Living Body of Christ, which is His Church. But how can we as 

the Church; how can we as His Body manifest in the earth more of Him than has 

actually been revealed in us?  We cannot.  That is the reason religion still looks at 

futurism because the true Church of God is not Living in the reality now. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 10:9 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he 

may establish the second. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:20 

For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of 

God by us. 

 

2 Peter 1:19 

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 

heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day 

star arise in your hearts. 

 

Romans 8:19 

For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the 

sons of God. 
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Reality Finished In Christ 
 

But, whether that reality is ever manifested in the earth or not, the reality is 

finished in Christ.  The reality is in Him, and He is in His Body in His fullness for 

any believer to see, who would see Him. He is there to live His expressive Life in 

all who would know Him, and know Him “only” as their Life.  The Cross is God’s 

final movement and that is why I tell you the Cross is not merely an historical 

event, but an ever ongoing declaration of a Finished Work of God in Christ; an 

ever ongoing Work revealed by the Holy Spirit in the Face of Jesus Christ in every 

believer who will turn to see Him. There just has to be a turning of our hearts. So 

we cannot separate the gospel of the Cross from the gospel of glory. They are one 

and the same and yet there is an order.  You see that if you cannot separate the 

gospel of the Cross from the gospel of Glory, because Christ makes it one, then 

you can not comprehend the Cross except Christ be revealed in it. Jesus said in 

Acts 26, “ The things in which I WILL APPEAR UNTO THEE.” Paul’s 

comprehension of the Cross is that he saw the Cross as Christ in His death, in His 

burial, in His resurrection.  He ceased to see the Cross as a Roman torture tool.  He 

ceased to see the Cross as a period in history.  No, with Paul Christ was never 

reduced to a period in history in any aspect, in any facet of His being, for Christ 

was always living in him, and Paul was always living by Christ.  

 

References: 

Philippians 1:21 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 

hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Galatians 6:14 

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

 

 

Death To Sin 
 

Paul was always knowing that the Christ who lived in him was the very Christ 

who was dead to sin, therefore, working in Paul death to sin; the realization of 

death to sin.  He knew that the One that was in him, though He was dead once - 
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once and for all and would not die again because His death was so far reaching and 

so inclusive. He knew that this same Jesus who was in him, though dead to sin was 

alive unto God through the power of the resurrection.  Therefore when this Christ 

was revealed in Paul, immediately looking into the face of this Christ he saw Him 

in His death, in His burial and resurrection, and understood this One who is dead 

to sin is in me.  This One who is dead to sin lives in me, and therefore Paul was 

able to see I am crucified with Him.  The One who is my life is dead to sin. The 

One who is my life is dead to sin, therefore I am dead to sin.  Paul is saying 

therefore, I am dead to sin. “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live, but not 

I.” (Galatians 2:20)  No, it is not a matter of me living: it is a matter of 

comprehending that though this One in me is dead to sin, yet He is alive unto God 

forevermore through the power of His resurrection. This One lives in me!  This 

Christ of Glory lives in me and it is not I: it is NOT I.  I died with Him because 

you see, I am the sin that had to be brought to death.  Not merely sins - I am the 

sin. I am the man of sin that had to be brought to death.  When He died I, died with 

Him.  And this One who lives in me is ever dead to sin, is ever dead to the world; 

and I can’t see Him except comprehending that I am dead.  It is not a separate 

death from His death: it is His death working in me.  He who is my life, is not 

alive to sin. He who is my life is dead to sin, therefore I am dead to sin because I 

have no life but HIM. And yet, He who is my life is alive unto God.  It isn’t 

merely some kind of life, some manner of life. No, it is Eternal Life!  He who lives 

in me is eternally dead to sin, eternally alive unto God; for He who lives is The 

Resurrection.  He is the Life and the Resurrection, and the Life is eternally dead - 

separated from sin and from death.  He is my life - not I but CHRIST who liveth 

in me!   

 

References: 

Romans 6:10 

For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:10-12 

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of 

Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivered 

unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 

our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 

 

Romans 5:12 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 

death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. 
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1 Corinthians 15:22 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:14 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for 

all, then were all dead. 

 

John 11:25 

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 

though he were dead, yet shall he live. 

 

 

Suffering And Glory 
 

For you see, you cannot separate the suffering from the glory: understanding that 

the suffering is not self-mutilation. The suffering is the death of the Cross; and the 

death of the Cross is the death of Christ.  He is the only One that has ever been 

obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross.  You and I must be obedient unto 

Him in all that He is revealed in us to be. Yes, and the faith of the Son of God is 

that element that works in us that obedience.  Paul goes on in Gal. 2:20 to say 

“…the life that I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God…” The 

faith of the Son of God is that realization that he has just stated - not I, but Christ.  

You see, the term “not I, but Christ” is the summation of that whole verse. “I am 

crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”  So the 

gospel we are talking about is the gospel as revealed in the Person of Jesus Christ, 

and I am going to tell you right now you cannot know Him in His sufferings 

except He be revealed in you.  You cannot know Him in His glory except He be 

revealed in you because it is in Him that the sufferings and the glory are gathered 

together as one.  We must understand that.  We are not talking about two 

dispensations here. It is NOT as some people think when they say: now all we’ve 

got is the gospel of the Cross.  Meaning that all we have now is the gospel that 

says that Jesus died for our sins, and that is “The Gospel of the Cross”: He died for 

our sins. And one day we will be with Him “in glory” and that is another gospel, 

that is “The Gospel of Glory.”  No it is not. The gospel of glory has nothing to do 

with where we will be one day or where we will not be one day.  Moreover, 

suffering – His suffering includes much more than just dying for our sins, though 

He certainly did that, and more even, concerning that, than most Christians 

comprehend.  Sufferings are His death.  The sufferings of the Cross is the death of 

Christ.  You see, you and I want to suffer for Jesus by going without food, doing 

without clothes or doing without things. We think that is suffering.  Well, that is 
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not suffering for Jesus.  You are just not eating and not wearing decent clothes or 

whatever.  The sufferings of Christ cannot be performed by you.  The fellowship 

of His suffering is not me trying to practice self asceticism.  All that does is bring 

about a self-righteousness in our flesh.  Those are not the sufferings of Christ.  

 

References: 

Romans 8:18 

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 

with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

 

Philippians 2:8 

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient 

unto death, even the death of the cross. 

 

Philippians 3:9,10 

And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 

that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 

faith. That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 

of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 

 

Galatians 2:21 

I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then 

Christ is dead in vain. 

 

 

The Order Of The Spirit 
 

Now, I realize that I have no life but Christ because I have entered into His 

sufferings - that is His death; the death to sin, the death to Adam, the death to the 

whole realm and regime of the first man.  Of course, there is more to His death 

than that, but because I have entered in, I become a partaker with Him in His 

death. Why? Because He is in me.  The One in me is, dead to all that; and if I am 

going to become a partaker of the One who is in me, then I am first partaker of His 

death.  That is the order of it: first the sufferings and then the glory.  But that is an 

order of the Spirit.  That doesn’t mean that the sufferings and the glory are two 

separate dispensations.  No, when we see Christ we see both.  We see Him in His 

sufferings and in His glory.  However, the order of the Spirit Who reveals Christ in 

us, reveals Him, and brings us into participation with Him in the same order in 

which it was accomplished.  First He died, and then He rose again.  First He 

suffered and then he was glorified.  So it is in us: we see Him by that same eternal 
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Spirit through which He offered Himself, and by which He was raised up.  By that 

same eternal Spirit He is revealed in us and revealed to be in us.  And that same 

order works in us. Along with Paul we can say even while participating in His 

death; even while understanding I am dead, there is a glory that enables me to say, 

“Well, the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory which shall be revealed in us.” (Romans 8:18) Oh hallelujah to the Lamb of 

God!  I understand that in that particular verse Paul was relating sufferings to his 

persecution by the Jews, but nonetheless if we enter into His true sufferings, that 

is, knowing Him in His death, then we will be willing to have or have not.  Yes, 

Paul says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me.  I can be full 

or I can be empty.  I can be exalted or I can be cast down.  I can do all things 

through Christ who strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:12,13) Why?  Because my 

life is not in any of those things.  I am not trying to prove anything when I get a 

new pair of boots and I am not trying to prove anything when I don’t get a pair of 

boots.  Because these things of “having” are not the glory, and these things of “not 

having” are not the sufferings. The true sufferings is knowing Him in His death.  

 

References: 

Romans 6:3 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized 

into his death? 

 

Romans 8:17 

And if children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 

we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:3,4 

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died 

for our sins according to the scriptures: And that he was buried, and that he rose 

again the third day according to the scriptures. 

 

Hebrews 9:14 

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the 

living God? 

 

Acts 21:27,28; 23:12 

And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which were of Asia, when 

they saw him (Paul) in the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him, 

Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men every where 
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against the people, and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also 

into the temple, and hath polluted this holy place…And when it was day, certain of 

the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they 

would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 

 

 

Spiritual Life 
 

It is true when we come to know Him in His death the things wherein we used to 

find life and used to find value just no longer really matter as to Spiritual Life.  

They no longer matter.  So I can have them or not have them as the need may or 

may not necessitate.  I am willing to lay down what we call “our life”; I am willing 

to lay down my life. I am willing to present my body as a living sacrifice.  Why?  

So I can enter into His sufferings?  No, because I have already entered into His 

sufferings: I have already come to partake of His death, and therefore it is no big 

thing to offer my body as a living sacrifice.  Why? Because my life, I have come to 

understand is not in my body.  My life is in Christ.  So it seems to me to be a 

reasonable service that we would submit our bodies as living sacrifices; that we 

would submit our bodies as instruments of righteousness, that we would submit 

our bodies to the service of the Lord.  But I am not doing that in order to be or to 

become something. I’m not doing that because in doing that I am entering into His 

sufferings.  No, if you haven’t entered into His sufferings; if you haven’t come to 

see Him in His death and have this Christ revealed in you; if you haven’t come to 

partake of Him in His death, then everything you do in your body is NOT going to 

be an act of self sacrifice - it is going to be a act of self exaltation.  I guarantee you 

that.  You are going to use it as an instrument of self-righteousness - building up 

your ministry, building up your image because you haven’t truly seen the 

sufferings of Christ yet.  So you are going to go out here and suffer in your body 

and get self-righteous over it.   

 

References: 

Philippians 3:7,8 

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, 

and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 

my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but 

dung, that I may win Christ. 
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Romans 12:1 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 

service. 

 

Acts 17:28 

For in him we live, and move, and have our being… 

 

Romans 6:13,18,19 

Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but 

yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your 

members as instruments of righteousness unto God… Being then made free from 

sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. I speak after the manner of men 

because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members 

servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity: even so now yield your 

members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

 

 

Knowing Him In His Death 
 

Now do you understand what I am trying to tell you?  I am not saying that we 

won’t lay down our bodies. I am telling you we will, but not as an effort to suffer 

for Jesus.  Rather, we will reckon that these things are not worthy to be compared.  

Entering into His death, entering into His sufferings, rather, is to know Him in His 

death. It is true that before we can know Him in His Life we must know Him in 

His death.  But that’s not because He isn’t our Life already.  That’s because that is 

how the Holy Spirit works in us - working in us the true nature of Christ, and the 

true nature of Life is death to sin.  So if we begin to know Him who is our Life, it 

becomes death to sin, death to the first man, death to self, death to the world. I 

pray we can understand that. Yet that which is dead to the world is alive unto God.  

That which is on one hand suffering, is on the other hand glory. Old Covenant 

Israel could never understand that. Old Covenant Israel could not get a hold of this 

oneness of Christ.  They would hear prophets prophecy and they would see a 

Suffering Servant and then that same prophet would prophecy, or another, and 

they would see a King of Glory.  Israel couldn’t understand that it is the same 

person. And you know, the Church today, the religious Church today, Christian 

religion today can’t understand that either!  They are willing to say that the 

Suffering Servant came and died; but they are not willing to say that the King of 

Glory is come. No, they are saying, ‘ One day the King of Glory will come.’ 
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References: 

2 Corinthians 4:10-12 

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of 

Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are alway delivered 

unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 

our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 
 

Romans 6:11 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 

God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Galatians 6:14 

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

 

Luke 24:25,26 

Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 

enter into his glory? 

 

 

The Christ Of Glory 
 

Well, who is it that lives in you NOW?  Come on, who is it that lives in you now?  

Is it just the Suffering Servant?  See, that does not make sense because in religion 

the Suffering Servant died, and went away and does not live in you.  They say He 

will come back one day and get you. But if you are going to say, ‘well Christ lives 

in me.’, then you will have to say the only way He can live in me is if the One who 

died, was raised up from among the dead; and therefore the One raised up from 

among the dead is the One who lives in me. That being true, then the One who 

lives in you is both: because the One who was raised up from among the dead is 

the same One who died. And the same One who was dead to sin, Who died unto 

sin and brought that whole realm to its end, is the same One that God raised up 

from among the dead. And He is the same One who lives in you, and when the 

Holy Spirit reveals Him in you, He reveals that Living One, that Christ of Glory.  

But when you see Him you will see Him as dead to sin, as alive unto God, as 

seated upon His Throne, as the Son high and lifted up. This same Son is the One 

who told John, and the same one who will tell you, “I am he that liveth.” 

(Revelation 1:18)   By that He will cause you to understand that there is no other 

life but Him.  It is not you and Him. No, no, it is not you and Him. It is He Who 
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was dead, but is alive forevermore. It is both the Suffering Servant and the King of 

Glory living in you. It is the Lamb of God and the Lion of Judah. It is The Christ 

of God living in you!  

 

References: 

Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

Revelation 1:5 

And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the 

dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed 

us from our sins in his own blood. 

 

Romans 6:4,10 

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was 

raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 

newness of life...For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he 

liveth unto God. 

 

Colossians 1:27 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 

among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

 

I Am He That Liveth 
 

No, no, I AM HE THAT LIVETH. That is in the first chapter of John’s epistle to 

the Churches called The Revelation of Jesus Christ, verses 17 & 18. It is this One 

that John saw standing in the midst of the Church.  How did He see Him there?  

He was revealed there.  He was revealed of the Spirit to John as being in the midst 

- the substance of the Church; the same way you are going to know Him.  He has 

to be revealed in you.  You who are the Church - He has to be revealed in you.  

But who is this revealed One? You will hear His Voice: You will hear His voice, 

you will turn and you will see Him.  He will declare “I Am He that liveth”, and 

when He does, He will fill you with the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God 

in the Face of Jesus Christ; He will fill you with Life! But you will also see, and 

the first order of Judgment is just this: you will see that this One that says “I Am 

He that liveth” says “and was dead.”  Oh, you see, because He who was dead is 

forever more dead to sin!  He is not alive to sin because He will never have to die 
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to sin again; having died once and for all, He is dead forever to sin. But in that He 

liveth, He is alive forever unto God; for He says “I Am He that liveth, and was 

dead; and behold I am alive for evermore.”  Blessed be the Lamb of the Living 

God. 

 

References: 

Revelation 1:13 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed 

with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called 

me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the 

heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 

hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of  

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Judgment Unto Death/Judgment Unto Life 

 
I am telling you there is no way you can know Him in His death except Christ, The 

ever living Christ is revealed in you, because they are not two separate Sons; they 

are not two separate Christs.  He is both judgment unto death, and He is judgment 

unto Life.  When He appears, He divides the living from among the dead.  Glory to 

God!  It is by Him that you are divided from among the very dead that you are.  It 

is through understanding I live, yet not I, Christ liveth in me, that you are divided 

from among the dead that you are: through the comprehension that He is your life 

and you have no life but Him, and it is He who lives in you.  Yes, you will both 

enter into His sufferings - that is, the reckoning of His Death, and you will be a 

partaker of His Life in the understanding that it is He and He alone who lives in 

me.  There is no way that you can make two out of one, and He is become by the 

resurrection - ONE. I pray we can understand that. Yes, by the resurrection the 

One who died and is dead unto sin forever is alive unto God forever by the Power 

of His resurrection.  That is the order that we are talking about and that’s why I am 

able to say and said that the preaching of the Cross is the preaching of the Glory of 

God: that the gospel of the Cross is the gospel of Glory because you cannot 
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separate His sufferings from His Glory. Why? Because His sufferings is not a 

thing and His Glory is not things.  His suffering is His death, His Glory is His 

manifested Life.  His Glory is His relationship with the Father and the relationship 

into which He brings you and me.  He is both Suffering Servant and He is ever 

Living, ever ruling King of Kings and Lord of Lords! 

 

References: 

Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 

sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 

and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and the intents of the heart. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:9 

God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 

Revelation 19:11,13,16 

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was 

called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war…and 

he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of 

God… and he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF 

KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

 

 

Suffering Servant/King of Glory 
 

 Do not make the mistake that Old Covenant Israel made because as the divine 

order necessitates, He had to present Himself first as Suffering Servant because 

that is in the order of the Spirit, Who and what He first is. Why? Because He 

comes to take away the first that He might establish the second.  He takes away the 

first in the suffering of His death, that He might establish the second in the Glory 

of His Life.  Those are not dispensations. It is speaking of One Eternal, Everlasting 

Finished Work of the Cross. Yes, don’t make the mistake that Old Covenant Israel 

did.  They rejected Him as the Suffering Servant because they wanted to see Him 

as the King of Glory.  But the fact is the King of Glory IS the Suffering Servant, 

and in the order of the Spirit you accept Him as the One before you can know Him 

as the other. Don’t make two out of Him: because the division, the separation He 

suffered by the Cross through His Death is eternally reconciled; for He is 

reconciled unto the Father.  Yes, He is eternally reconciled to the Father.  John 

17:5, “ Father, glorify thou me with the glory that I had with you before the 
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foundation of the world, before the world was. Glorify me with thine own self.”  

Oh my, the whole purpose of that is that WE may know Him in that Glory; that we 

may know Him in that same Life and that same relationship.  He goes on in John 

seventeen to tell us that, but you see it was the Suffering Servant praying that 

prayer. God did not deny that prayer: He raised Him who became the Suffering 

Servant - He raised Him up in the power of His Glory, in the Power of His 

resurrection.  He came forth in the power and Glory of the Father: in the power 

and Glory of all the host of heaven, He came forth.  Hallelujah to God!  The 

Coming King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the Ever Coming One, the Ever 

Glorified One - He came forth from among the dead, and He eternally lives in you, 

and He lives in me, and we have no other life and we have no other Glory but 

Him! 

  

References: 

Hebrews 10:9,10 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he 

may establish the second. By the which will we are sanctified through the offering 

of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

Luke 24:21 

But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside 

all this, to day is the third day since these things were done. 

 

Romans 8:11 

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 

raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit 

that dwelleth in you. 

 

John 1:11; 17:21 

He came unto his own, and his own received him not…That they all may be one; 

as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 

world may believe that thou has sent me. 

 

 

 

Standing Before Him 
 

But there is no way that I can stand in the presence of that Living, Ever Living 

One and not immediately be made aware that it is not I, but Christ who liveth in 

me.  There is no way that He can appear in me that I am not immediately faced 
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with Him who is my death.  When He is revealed in you, you stand before Him. 

You stand before His Throne, you stand before Him in His Glory, and immediately 

there is a judgment dividing the living from among the dead.  Immediately, when I 

see Him in His Glory I see Him who is dead forevermore to sin and alive 

forevermore to God. Immediately the judgment enters into my heart, and the living 

is separated from among the dead; and I comprehend Him in His death, because 

His death is not only my death: His death is me.  When He died I died.  When He 

died He died as me, so that I may live only by Him.  Oh, what a mess theologians 

have made out of the mystery of God that can only be revealed in the face of Jesus 

Christ!  What an absolute mess!  Even John Calvin made a mess of it.  And then 

one of his students took the opposite side, and made a mess of it.  And then all of 

the other different branches of those two theologies - one fighting against the 

other.  Suffering Servant - King of Glory: so separating Him, so dividing Him 

from Himself, they divided the Church, which is His Body from His Person, so 

that now we see His suffering, His passions as being only so that we might have 

forgiveness of sin. And we see His Glory as some “place one day maybe we will 

make” if we live godly enough on this earth.  All of these branches of theology.  It 

is nothing but religion - void of the reality of Christ. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:10,14 

For we all must appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may 

receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be 

good or bad. 

 

1 Peter 4:17 

For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first 

begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

 

 

Religion 
 

There is nothing that truly satisfies our soul, brings us to the end of ourselves, and 

to the reality of Christ our Life but the Cross.  No, religion will not do that.  

Theology and theologians have so defined religion as to make it impossible that 

religion can do that.  They have so divided the Works of Christ from the living 

Christ Himself, as to make it impossible that the two ever be brought together in a 

religious format. But, you see, God is not religious.  The Living Spirit of God is 

not a religious theologian.  No sir, the revealing of the Son is God’s answer to 
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religion.  The gospel as revealed in Christ is God’s answer to religion.  It’s God’s 

answer to every hungry heart.  It’s God’s answer to all who would know Him. It’s 

God’s answer to all who would be truly in their soul brought out from among the 

dead finding themselves only in the reality of Christ.  Paul says this in Philippians 

3: 7-11, “ But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  Yea 

doubtless, and I count all things but loss…” What is it that he is counted loss?  He 

is counting his religion loss.  Now, that is not my opinion, that is the truth.  Paul 

was a Pharisee in the religion of Judaism.  Judaism was a religion developed 

during the 400 years during Israel’s dark ages: during the 400 years from the 

reconstruction of the Temple, the coming out of Babylon and the reconstruction of 

the Temple, unto the coming of Christ.  During that 400 and some odd years there 

was no prophet in Israel, and so the religion of Judaism was developed.  Jesus said 

“You have made the word of God completely non effect by the tradition of your 

elders.” (Matthew 15:6)  I want to tell you something: if that ever needed to be 

said, it needs to be said TODAY.  We have totally and completely lost the 

testimony of Jesus Christ out of the scripture! Well, yes, the scripture maintains it, 

but we have lost it. 

 

References: 

Colossians 3:4 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 

glory. 

 

Matthew 5:6 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be 

filled. 

 

Philippians 3:4-6 

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he 

hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: circumcised the eighth day, of the 

stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching 

the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 

righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

 

 

Christianity Today 
 

 The scripture has been given such a religious façade and has been placed in such a 

religious and theological format as to take the testimony of Jesus Christ 

completely out of it.  We go there now for the teaching of things: we go there to 
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teach righteousness in a religious format.  We go there to teach wisdom in a 

religious format.  We go there to teach Heaven in our religious format.  Our 

theologians debate about these things one with another.  That’s Christianity today.  

Well, it isn’t Christianity, but it is Christianity today: it is religion. Turn your radio 

on today, turn your television on, and the whole thing is for gain.  Even in its 

purest form, Christians are living today in fear and frustration: doing this, not 

doing that; going here, not going there; eating this, not eating that - so they can 

“one day gain heaven”: make heaven their home.  They actually see themselves 

living in a big mansion with a golden river flowing out in front!  They actually see 

that because their whole Salvation has been robbed of the reality of Christ.  The 

gospel is no longer preached, but religion is preached: religion is substituted.  The 

Church has become a semblance of the Body of Christ and not the Body of Christ 

functioning in the earth.  It is simply become a semblance, it has become a 

resemblance.   

 

References: 

John 5:39 

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 

which testify of me. 

 

Philippians 3:18,19 

(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 

that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ; Whose end is destruction, whose 

God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.) 

 

Titus 1:11 

Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which 

they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.  

 

Colossians 2:18 

Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of 

angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen vainly puffed up by his 

fleshly mind.  

 

Ephesians 1:22,23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things 

to the church. Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
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2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

 

Semblance/Substance 
 

Well, that is odd, because God created the first man - Adam and Eve, the first 

mankind.  He said that He made them in His likeness and image, and those two 

words in the Hebrew mean just that – “a semblance; a representation, having no 

substance of its own.” Christ is the substance of the New Creation Man.  The New 

Creation of God is in Christ Jesus, and Christ is the absolute substance of it. He 

brings, with Himself, into it the true, living, likeness, and image of God, because 

He is the Kind of God.  And the first Adam was never after God’s kind because he 

was not God’s seed.  But the last Adam, the second man, the Living Christ is the 

Seed of God; He is the kind of God; He is the express image and likeness and 

nature and character, and substance of God!  Oh Hallelujah, and He brings that 

with Him into His New Creation, which Creation you are in Christ Jesus.  The 

New Creation never looks to itself for that - it looks to Him for that.  The House 

does not look to itself for that - it looks to the One who created the House, because 

the builder of the House is always and forever greater than the House. We may be 

a House built of God, but CHRIST is the glory and the creator, and the creation of 

that House.  He is the substance; He is the fullness. And the House bears His 

suffering and manifests His glory. And we do it at the same time - not in two 

dispensations.  If we bear His sufferings which is our own death, we will daily 

manifest His glory, which is His own Life. 

 

References: 

Genesis 1:27; 2:7 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him, male 

and female created he them… And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 

ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living 

soul. 

 

Colossians 3:10,11 

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of 

him that created him. Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 
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Ephesians 2:10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 

hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:47 

The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. 

 

Hebrews 3:3,4,6 

For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who 

hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every house is 

builded by some man; but he that built all things is God…But Christ as a son over 

his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the 

rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

 

 

The Cross Is Defined In Christ 

 
People like to say, ‘we need to see the Cross.’  Well, we need to see CHRIST, 

because the Cross is fulfilled in Him: the Cross is defined and fulfilled in Him.  

But this is why I often say to those that use that term, ‘we need to see the Cross’, I 

say well alright, but when we go to the Cross it is not going there to see a dying 

JW; it is not going there to see a dead old man.  Not really.  I don’t go there to see 

myself dead because you see, there is a difference in seeing myself dead and in 

seeing Him who is eternally and forever, once and for all - dead to sin.  When I see 

Him… don’t you worry about it, that death works in me because I am that death. 

Some may say that is just a different way of saying it.  No, I am afraid it isn’t just 

a different way of saying it: it is a totally different comprehension of the Cross.  

Isn’t it odd, isn’t it ironic that even at the Cross we still want to see ourselves. Yes, 

we feel like if we can see ourselves dead there surely, we can see ourselves alive in 

Heaven - alive in Christ, alive in God.  No, no, it’s not seeing ourselves dead or 

alive: it is seeing HIM.  It’s seeing Him who is forever dead to sin and who is 

forever alive unto God.  Only the Father can reveal that gospel.  You see, Christ is 

the Gospel, the Word, The Truth revealed of the Father.   

 

References: 

Galatians 6:14 

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

 



 118 

Romans 6:5,6,9,10 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also 

in the likeness of his resurrection; Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with 

him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve 

sin…Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more: death hath no 

more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he 

liveth, he liveth unto God. 

 

 

Christ Raised From Among The Dead 
 

So we have said that first must come the sufferings.  That is true.  That’s a spiritual 

order.  But don’t mistake that for a spiritual dispensation.  First must come the 

sufferings. Romans 6:3-4, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into 

Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried with him by 

baptism into death: that, (so that) like as Christ was raised up from (among) the 

dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  

You know what you and I need to see?  We need to see Christ raised up from 

among the dead that we are.  That is the reason when He appears He is as a sharp 

two edged sword.  He is able to divide the soul from the spirit.  He is able to divide 

the soul that we are, from the Spirit that He is, so that we come to understand in 

Him both our death and our Life.  And until that division of the living and the dead 

takes place in you, you are never really going to comprehend that difference, that 

judgment, and you are never really going to comprehend Him in His Glory and as 

your Life.  You are not going to do it.   I know you can memorize these things.  I 

know that you can be persuaded of these things through good teaching.  I know 

that. It can happen and you can appropriate these things to yourself and to your 

thinking and to your theology.  But what I am talking about is when the real crisis 

of motivation walks up and slaps you in the face.  In too many cases there is still a 

serpent crawling around in our garden. The serpent is part of the Cross as well.  

That’s part of what He bore in His sufferings as well. “As Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness so must the Son of Man be lifted up.” (John 3:14)  Oh, 

the Suffering Servant suffered terribly!  You see, it is not you and me having 

sufferings, it is knowing Him in the fellowship of His sufferings.  That is the true 

Cross.  
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References: 

Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 

sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 

and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 

Revelation 19:13,15 

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called the 

Word of God… And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he might 

smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; and he treadeth the 

winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

 

Genesis 3:14 

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art 

cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt 

thou go, and dust shall thou eat all the days of thy life. 

 

Philippians 3:10 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 

sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 

 

 

Reckoning Yourself Dead 
 

Knowing Him in the fellowship of His sufferings releases us.  Then we can know 

Him in Glory: then we can know Him in resurrection. Not two different Christs, 

not two different dispensations; but this is the order of the Spirit and most of us 

have not fulfilled the first order yet.  Most of us have preached the Cross as seeing 

ourselves dead, and we’ve really tried to do that.  But have you seen Him who is 

dead eternally, once and for all unto sin; because only upon the basis of that can 

we reckon.  See we just jumped down to verse 11 of Romans 6 and said all we 

need to do then is to reckon ourselves dead.  You can’t reckon yourself dead 

except upon the basis of seeing HIM.  You can’t reckon yourself alive unto God 

except on the basis of seeing Him, because HE is the One who is dead unto sin 

forever, and He is the One who is alive unto God eternally.  You cannot reckon 

yourself dead except you see Him who is dead.  You cannot reckon yourself alive 

unto God except you see Him who is alive unto God.  You cannot do that - it is an 

impossibility. Except Christ be revealed in you, you cannot know Him in His 

death, burial and resurrection.  You cannot.  You can know the theology, we can 

know the teaching of it: we can know that.  But I am afraid that many have 
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convinced themselves along those lines that they indeed are dead. Well, the fact of 

the matter is - you are.  That is a fact.  But that is a fact that cannot be learned.  

That’s a fact that can only be revealed in a nature.  That can only be understood - 

not as a fact, but as the Truth which is in Jesus, though it is indeed a fact.  But, I 

think all too often it’s tried to be understood as a fact, and it is preached as a fact, 

and it is taught as a fact, and it is believed as a fact.  But in the hour of desperation, 

in the hour of acute crisis that uncovers motivation… ah, the hiss of the serpent!  

The voice of the serpent!  All too often that is heard even in those who claim to 

preach the Cross.  God help us! 

 

References: 

Romans 6:11 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Galatians 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 

loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 

 

Gospel Revealed In The Son 
 

My whole purpose in sharing with you this series is that we may understand that 

the gospel is not given, delivered, or revealed, in preaching and teaching - in 

words: but is revealed of God in the Person of His Son.  And then we preach out 

from the gospel; but all too often we have designated our teaching and our 

preaching as the gospel.  When in fact it’s a real possibility that many who are 

doing that have never seen the Person of the gospel to this day.  I understand 

God’s purpose in revealing His Son in me, in this view of the gospel, was to show 

me, in a way what I could never have understood before – ‘Son, your teaching is 

not the gospel.  Your preaching is not the gospel.  There is no way you can explain 

it well enough; there is no way you can preach it good enough.  There is no way 

your books and your tapes are going to be able to explain it.  Son, make your 

teaching and your preaching, make the publication of your books and tapes.  

Present them in such a way that hearts are turned by them to see the gospel, but 

their hearts are never able to substitute them for the gospel.’  You see there is a 

fine line there. It is like a hairbreadth and there is no way I could discern it. But He 

- who is revealed in you: that sharp sword is able to cut both ways and every way 

at one time.  He reveals it.  He separates the soul and all of its motivations from 
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the Spirit and its absolute purity.  Oh, yes, He judges between the living and the 

dead.  He does it in us so that there may be in us a divine realization.  And as a 

result of a divine revelation there may be in us a divine realization of Him.  Yes, of 

Him - that we may actually hear the voice of the gospel in the depths of our souls. 

You see, the Gospel is not my words. The Gospel is God’s WORD. The Gospel is 

first to my soul, my heart; then I speak out from that Truth. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 3:3 

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in 

few words.) 

 

Galatians 1:11,12 

But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after 

man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

2 Timothy 4:1 

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 

quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom. 

 

 

Hearing The Voice 
 

You see Adam never, never did that. He heard that voice in the garden, but it never 

became the voice of his soul.  It never, ever did.  Oh, my we should talk here about 

the two trees.  The one tree that is so completely associated with the serpent, the 

other tree that is so singularly associated with Christ and Him crucified - His 

death, His burial, His resurrection.  If the serpent can just keep you away from that 

tree, he has accomplished all that he can accomplish because he cannot overcome 

the tree itself. He could not do away with the tree itself: no, he would have, if he 

could have, but that tree - that Tree of Life – THE CROSS was confirmed and 

accomplished, fulfilled, defined and made real in the Person of Jesus Christ!  I tell 

you, the preaching of the cross is the preaching of Christ and it can be nothing 

other than just exactly that.  The true gospel is hearing the Voice of God.  It is the 

hearing of the Voice of God that destroys the voice of the serpent.  Do you 

understand?  Because the Voice of God is not speaking now in you in times, in 

portions of times and in manners. No, the Voice speaks continually. And we turn 

to see the Voice that is speaking, and it never ceases to be the Voice, but we see 

that the Voice is a Person, and it is in that Person that we see the judgment of death 



 122 

and the realization of Life.  It is in that Person that we see the Suffering Servant 

and the Glorified Christ.  It is in that Person that Life is divided from death, and 

the living are divided from among the dead; and our desire is to know Him.  “Oh, 

that I may know Him…” (Philippians 3:10) How Paul?  In His sufferings? No, no, 

“That I may know Him in the power of His resurrection.”  What is the power of 

His resurrection?  Well, the power of His resurrection is the dividing of the living 

from among the dead.  The power of His resurrection is that He who is dead unto 

sin is alive unto God.  The power of His resurrection is the thing that separates you 

and me from the dead that we are, unto the living that He is.  It is only in the 

power of His resurrection that we can know Him in the fellowship of His 

sufferings; being made conformable to His death while we are being transformed 

by the power of His resurrection. The power of His Resurrection is never seen in 

the things that we do. It is seen in who He is.   

 

References: 

Genesis 3:8-10 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the 

day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 

amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said 

unto him, where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was 

afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 

 

Genesis 2:9 

And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 

sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the 

tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:17,18 

For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of 

words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching of 

the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the 

power of God. 

 

Hebrews 1:1,2 

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 

fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom 

he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds. 
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Revelation 1:112,13 

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven 

golden candlesticks; And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the 

Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with 

a golden girdle. 

 

 

An Order Of Spiritual Comprehension 
 

So, back to Romans 6:4, “ Buried with Him by baptism into death; that like as 

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 

should walk in newness of life.”  What we are talking about here is: first must 

come the sufferings. but I repeat to you that we are talking about an order of the 

Spirit here, not two different dispensational truths.  To know Him in His sufferings 

is to know Him in His Glory.  It is not two different dispensational truths: one 

releases us to the other.  Gal.2:20, “ I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I 

live…”  This is the order of comprehension.  How does this order come?  It comes 

when He who is alive forevermore is revealed in us.  You don’t have a revelation 

of a dead Christ and a living Christ.  A living Christ is revealed in you who is dead 

to sin and alive unto God.  You don’t have a Suffering Servant revealed in you, 

then later on a King of Glory.  You have the King of Glory revealed in you who 

was the Suffering Servant, but is now the King of Glory.  Oh blessed be the Lamb 

of the Living God! We are dealing with the order of the comprehension of Jesus 

Christ: the order of comprehension once Christ is revealed in you. The gospel Paul 

is declaring is the gospel of Christ and Him Crucified; the gospel that is revealed 

in Paul is the Son of God.  So we see an order where first must come the suffering.  

Why? Because “I come to take away the first, that I may establish the second.” 

(Hebrews 10:9) And He did that historically. He did that Spiritually and He did 

that historically, He took away the Old Covenant, and brought in the New 

Covenant.  He did that in a very Spiritual and Eternal way.  He took down into 

death the first body of Israel, and brought forth in the Power of His resurrection 

His own Body, which is the Israel of God: A New Creation in Christ Jesus where 

there is no Jew, no Gentile.  He did that. Now the gospel of God must be revealed 

in you and in me.  And that same Work that He hath done and that is finished in 

Him is revealed and made manifest in US.  The gospel is revealed in the believer; 

and it works first - the first order of working, is first His sufferings, then His 

Glory.  Not two different dispensations, but simply an order of spiritual 

comprehension. And this order is revealed in Christ as He now is in you; and when 

you see Him as He is, you will be like Him - dead unto sin, but alive unto God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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References: 

1 Corinthians 11:25 

After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup 

is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance 

of me. 

 

Ephesians 1:20,22,23 

Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his 

own right hand in the heavenly places…And hath put all things under his feet, and 

gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the 

fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

Colossians 3:10,11 

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of 

him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

 

1 John 3:2 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 

but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him 

as he is. 

 

 

The Gospel Of Christ Himself 
 

The gospel is the gospel of Glory because it is the gospel of Christ Himself.  It is 

not the gospel of His death, His burial, His resurrection. No, it is the gospel of 

HIM who is dead unto sin; is alive unto God.  It is the gospel of Christ as He is.  It 

is Christ revealed in you. It is not the gospel of the brazen altar - going back to Old 

Covenant realizations now. It is not the gospel of the brazen altar, the lampstand. It 

is not the gospel of the altar of incense or the Ark of the Covenant.  It is not the 

gospel of the outer court, the inner court, and the Holy of Holies.  Why?  Because 

all of these things are summed up in HIM.  These things are not summed up in 

you and in me: these things are all summed up in Him.  They are not 

dispensational under any definition of the term.  All of these types and shadows of 

His death and burial and resurrection are now summed up in Him, and He now 

lives in you. And it is impossible for you and me to be affected by that which is 

summed up in Him except He who lives in us is revealed in us as the reality - as 

the REALITY; as the substance of all these things.  All these types are now 

fulfilled in Christ, therefore, Christ must be revealed in you and in me. I pray we 
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can begin to understand that the gospel, which is the power of God unto full 

Salvation is by the revealing of Christ in you.  Blessed be the Lamb of the Living 

God! Amen. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 9:1-4 

Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly 

sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the 

candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. And 

after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holies of all; Which had 

the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, 

wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the 

tables of the covenant. 

 

Colossians 1:27 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 

among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

Matthew 5:17 

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to 

destroy, but to fulfil. 

 

Colossians 2:16,17 

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or 

of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; 

but the body is of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 126 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 127 

CHAPTER SIX 
 

 

CHRIST ALL IN ALL 
 

 

The Hour Is Come 
 

We are continuing on our study: CHRIST THE CHURCH. We who are in 

Christ are in Christ year in, year out, day in, day out, whether there is a day, a 

year or not - we are in Christ Jesus.  And so shall we ever dwell in the 

Presence of the Lord.  My, that the eyes of our understanding will simply be 

enlightened by and through the revelation of Jesus Christ, through God 

revealing His Son.  

 

Now, I want to start where we ended in our last lesson.  I guess we could 

subtitle this lesson, CHRIST ALL In ALL.  But let’s read the text of this 

series of lessons, John 4:19-24. “The woman said unto him, Sir I perceive that 

thou art a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, and ye say that 

in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.”  Now notice, this was 

all being discussed with our Lord 2000 years ago - not yesterday; 2000 years 

ago a woman was questioning Christ about the Samaritan mountain over and 

against the City of Jerusalem and the Temple that was in that City at that 

time. These were the questions upon her mind 2000 years ago.  It is a shame 

that in the hearts of most believers today this question is still not answered.  It 

isn’t answered yet today, because most theologians, preachers, and teachers 

have yet to come to the truth of what Christ said to this woman 2000 years 

ago.  “Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye 

shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem worship the Father.  You 

worship you know not what; we know what we worship: for salvation is of the 

Jews.”  Then He repeats “that the hour cometh” and then He says “and now is 

when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for 

the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  God is Spirit and they that worship 

him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”   

 

Reference: 

Ephesians 1:18 

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is 

the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 

the saints. 
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Make Me A Sanctuary 
 

This of course answers to Exodus 15:17, which we have also read as part of 

our study text.  “Thou shall bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of 

thine inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to 

dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established.”  Jesus 

is telling this woman, 2000 years ago - the hour cometh and NOW IS when 

neither in Samaria nor in Jerusalem will you worship. He is saying now in this 

hour; now in this day I AM COME. NOW in this hour, now in this day I Am 

Come!  Now let us look at Exodus 25:8, “And let them make me a sanctuary; 

that I may dwell among them. According to all that I shew thee, after the 

pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even 

so shall you make it.”  Yes, God gave to Moses the pattern: to make Me a 

sanctuary, that I may dwell among them; but now let’s look at that in its true 

prophetic clarity, in its true prophetic interpretation. “Let them make Me a 

Sanctuary.” The scripture has direct reference to making Him our Sanctuary; 

making Him our Sanctuary that He may dwell in the midst of us.  Oh, yes, 

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the 

shadow of the Almighty.” (Psalm 91:1)  “Thou shall bring them in, and plant 

them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place O Lord, that you have 

made for Yourself to dwell in, in the Sanctuary O Lord which thy hands have 

established.”  Do you see the prophetic interpretation of this tabernacle?  It 

stood for the Tabernacle that God Himself would be wherein you and I would 

dwell and He in the midst of us. “Let them make me a sanctuary that I may 

dwell among them.”  Do you understand the prophetic essence of this?  

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 3:16 

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 

in you? 

 

Leviticus 26:11,12 

And I will set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you. 

And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:16 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them; and I will walk in 

them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
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The Prophetic Substance 
 

Solomon understood the prophetic substance of this. Solomon understood 

years after this was said: years later in his temple at the dedication prayer of 

that temple, he understood: ‘Oh God, you can never dwell in something that 

men made!’  All of this is symbolic.  ‘Only let us honor in this place your 

Name, that out from this place where we honor your Name, Thy Name shall 

be honored in all the earth. But, oh God, nothing that I have made nor that 

anyone else could possibly make could actually be Your sanctuary.’  Do you 

understand what God is saying here?  “Let them make Me a sanctuary.’ 

However, God cannot dwell outside of Himself; therefore, He hath brought 

you and me to be in Him.  Oh yes, through our union with Christ in His death, 

burial, resurrection; through New Birth, through being quickened together, 

raised up together, and seated together in heavenly places, in Christ Jesus.  

Through our union with Him, God hath brought us into the sanctuary, which 

He is.  For He can only dwell in Himself, so He hath brought us into a divine 

union with Himself.  Yes, Jesus has said this, “At that day you will know that I 

am in my Father, (yes, here is the sanctuary of God) you are in Me, (here is 

God dwelling in the midst) and I am in you.”  (John 14:20) What a divine 

realization, and that is the pattern - the pattern, the realization shown to Moses 

in the mount. That becomes the pattern of the Tabernacle and all of its 

instruments and all of its furniture because it speaks of a divine realization, 

which at that time was yet to come in Christ, but it is not yet to come now.  

 

References: 

1 Kings 8:27-29 

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the heaven and heaven of 

heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded? 

Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication, 

O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy servant 

prayeth before thee this day: That thine eyes may be open toward this house 

night and day, even toward the place of which thou hast said, My name shall 

be there; that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer which thy servant shall 

make toward this place. 

 

Ephesians 2:5,6 

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 

grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together 

in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
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I AM Now Come 
 

And this is what Christ said 2000 years ago with reference to these very 

things we are reading: I Am Now Come. The day is come when God will be 

worshipped in Spirit and in Truth.  The day is come when God will actually 

dwell in His People and provide a Way, provide a Door, provide a Truth, and 

provide a Life wherein they may dwell in Him.  And “I Am the Door”(John 

10:7, 9), “I Am the Way, I Am the Truth, I am the Life.” (John 14:6)  It is all 

wrapped up; it is all gathered up here where Jesus is speaking to this woman - 

I Am Come.  Look no farther. Look no farther - I AM COME.  And you can 

go on in your Bible reading the rest of His conversation with her and see the 

tremendous change that came in her as a result of this encounter with Him.  

Ezekiel 5:11 says “Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord God; Surely, because 

thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and with all 

thine abominations, therefore will I diminish thee; neither shall mine eyes 

spare, neither will I have any pity.”  Well, this He speaks of course again in 

its true prophetic essence; for it is the True Tabernacle of God that finally 

came to be the issue, was it not?  Jesus stood in front of them and presented 

Himself as the True Tabernacle of God when He said, “Destroy this temple, 

and in three days I will raise it up.” (John 2:19) Oh yes, the True Tabernacle 

of God comes to be found in none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

References: 

Revelation 21:3 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and 

God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

 

John 4:28,29 

The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to 

the men, Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this 

the Christ? 

 

 

True Tabernacle of God 

 
Isaiah speaks of this. Isaiah 28:16, “Therefore thus saith the Lord God, 

Behold. I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 

stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.” We know 
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that Peter brought this right into the Person of Jesus Christ as did Paul in 1 

Corinthians 3:11; “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ.” Oh, yes, this foundation is laid of God in Zion, and 

this foundation in Zion which is laid of God, upon which and out from which 

is built the true temple of the Eternal God and Father.  Oh my, it is into that 

Temple, that Tabernacle that we have come through the Blood of Jesus Christ 

- through His Death, through His Burial, through His Resurrection. Through 

the Work of the Reconciliation of His Death; through the Work of the 

Resurrection of His Life; through the Work of the Restoration of His Fullness 

we have come there in Christ Jesus.  So much so that in our union with Him 

Paul declares in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, “Know ye not that you are the temple 

of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the 

temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 

temple you are.”  Now, here is where you find the reality, the fulfillment of 

what we read in Ezekiel 5:11. Here it is brought right into the Church, and it 

is not talking about some building; but those who are in a living union with 

Jesus Christ, and who in earth represent as the Church that very dwelling 

place; that very Body of that very Christ of God! Oh hallelujah! 

 

Reference: 

1 Peter 2:6-8 

Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief 

corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be 

confounded. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them 

which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is 

made the head of the corner. And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, 

even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also 

they were appointed. 

 

 

God’s Desire 
 

Well, here is what the whole Bible is about - God’s desire to tabernacle in a 

people who are tabernacled in Him.  This is Salvation.  Don’t you see that the 

Eternal Plan and Purpose of God is not other than just this?  It is not less than 

this, nor is it more than this.  How could it be more than this: that God would 

tabernacle in His people, who are tabernacled in Him?  This is that Work 

given to the Son to finish; this is that Work that the Son hath finished. He hath 

provided Himself the Door, hath provided Himself the Way, and hath 

provided Himself the Truth. For you certainly cannot comprehend this Eternal 
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Plan and Purpose except the Son be revealed in you. Why?  Because it is 

bound up inseparably with Him: it is by Him, in Him, through Him that we 

have come to be where God desired and purposed and planned and chose us 

from before the very foundation of the world.  Yes, of this plan, of this 

purpose, of this reality Christ indeed is the ALL.  Jesus says, “I am the 

beginning and the end.” (Revelation 1:8)  It is of this that He speaks: ‘I am 

the beginning and the end.  I am the originator, I am the original thought, I am 

the final Amen, I am the author, I am the finisher, and I am the completeness 

and the fullness.’  The whole plan and purpose of God to dwell in a people 

who dwell in Him is summed up in The One who says; “I am the beginning 

and the end”, and the whole plan and purpose of God is to dwell in a people 

who dwell in Him: not to be far away.  Come on now, He was far away at the 

time Jesus said “I Am Come” to the woman in Samaria whose people 

worshipped in that mountain, yet He was far away.  To those who were in 

Jerusalem and worshipped in that mountain and in that City, yet He was far 

away. He was in one realm and they were in another.  Now, by the Cross, we 

who were far off are made near. We are in Him. Think of that! 

 

References: 

Ephesians 3:11 

According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

John 4:34 

Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to 

finish his work. 

 

John 17:4 

I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest 

me to do. 

 

Ephesians 1:4 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in love. 

 

 

The One Expected – Has Come 

 
Do we really believe that after Christ has proclaimed Himself as the One 

Come, the One Expected, the One of whom all things were spoken, that we 
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are yet far away?  That He simply came, gave us some sort of a taste, and then 

went away?  Why would He do that?  What would be the purpose of that?  If 

that is what He did, where then is the strength, the substance of the New 

Covenant; where is our Salvation, where is our rest, where is our Sabbath, 

where is our dwelling place?  If it is not in Christ then where is it?  All of the 

types and shadows given to Israel, all of the types and shadows in your Old 

Testament indicated this desire of God.  Not only did God give them the 

Tabernacle; not only was it there in type and shadow and according to a 

pattern, but to go one step further with that pattern, God filled the Tabernacle 

with the similitude of His Glory.   

 

References: 

John 5:39 

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are 

they which testify of me. 

 

Isaiah 66:1, 2 

Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; 

where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? 

For all those things hath mine hands made, and all those things have been, 

saith the Lord: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a 

contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. 

 

Hebrews 8:5 

Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was 

admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith 

he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the 

mount. 

 

 

God’s Glory 
 

Yes, with the pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud.  There came times when 

that pillar of cloud literally filled the Tabernacle to the point that no one else 

could remain there.  And that was only His Glory in type, in figure, a 

similitude: but His Glory has now come!  It has not come in type or in 

shadow or in similitude. No, Paul says the answer to that mystery is Christ in 

you.  He is the Glory for which Israel hoped, He is the Glory in which Israel 

lived in expectation, thus making this for Israel all that much the worse; all 

that much worse when in fact “He came to His own and His own received 
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Him not.” (John 1:11) They received Him not right at the Door of the 

Tabernacle!  They received Him not as the sacrifice given of God.  They 

received Him not as the only Blood offering acceptable of God. And when 

they received Him not in His death, they received Him not in His resurrection, 

and they received Him not in His Glory.  “But unto those who did receive 

Him gave He power to become the sons of God.” (John 1:12) To those who 

receive Him – do you understand that? To show His desire and to show that 

which would be fulfilled in His Son, The Expected One of Israel, God filled 

both the Tabernacle and the Temple with the similitude of His Glory, with the 

Presence of the Lord.  They were the Israel of God.  Even that presence in 

similitude was the Presence of the Lord: they were the Israel of God. They 

were not simply the Israel of God because they offered sacrifices.  What I am 

trying to tell you is this thing goes beyond His death.  Oh, yes, it is bound up 

with His death, and Israel in their rejection of Christ, rejected Him in His 

death as well as His burial, as well as His resurrection, and therefore rejected 

Him in His Glory.  His Glory - which is Christ dwelling in you; not some 

similitude - Christ dwelling in you.  There is no greater Glory than Christ 

dwelling in you! And that Glory fills your very soul when Christ is revealed 

in you, and no man can stand in that Glory!  1 Corinthians 1:29-31, “That no 

flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of 

God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 

redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in 

the Lord.” 

 

References: 

Exodus 13:21,22 

And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the 

way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and 

night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by 

night, from before the people. 

 

Exodus 40:34,35 

Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord 

filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the 

congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord 

filled the tabernacle. 

 

1 Kings 8:10,11 

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the 

cloud filled the house of the Lord, So that the priests could not stand to 
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minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of 

the Lord. 

 

Colossians 1:27 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

 

Presence of God in the Midst 
 

Oh hallelujah, my Lord and my God!  What a tremendous Salvation, what a 

tremendous Salvation we have in Christ Jesus!  We come to all of this you 

know.  My point is, Israel was not Israel simply because of the sacrifices. No, 

the sacrifices were for the transgressions; were for their sins and for their 

worship. Oh, yes, all of that.  But all of that alone did not make them Israel. 

No, they were Israel when the presence of God was in their midst.  Yes, I 

know that the presence of God in their midst depended upon the obedience to 

the death - the obedience to the sacrifices, the obedience to the offerings. Yes, 

I know that, but my point is just this: offering the sacrifice and that sacrifice 

being accepted of God did not constitute God’s full thought concerning Israel. 

And it does not constitute God’s full thought concerning the Church today 

either.  The fact that our sins are forgiven is not God’s full thought concerning 

Salvation.  Do you understand me?  The fact that our sins are forgiven is not 

God’s full thought concerning Salvation.  It is not God’s full thought 

concerning the Church.  God’s full thought concerning the Church is filling it 

with His Glory - Christ all and in all.  God’s full thought concerning the 

Church can only be revealed in the Person of The I Am that I Am.  God’s full 

thought concerning the Church can only be realized in the revelation of His 

Son.  God’s full thought concerning the Church takes us right into the reality 

of Glory: Glory, which is the expression of God Himself: the nature, the 

character, the Divine Being of God Himself having His Expression, when the 

Son is revealed. 2 Corinthians 4:6, “ For God, who commanded the light to 

shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
 

References: 

Leviticus 1:2, 3 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring 

an offering unto the Lord, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of 
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the herd, and of the flock. If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let 

him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at 

the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord. 

 

Leviticus 4:3, 4 

If the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let 

him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock without blemish 

unto the Lord for a sin offering. And he shall bring the bullock unto the door 

of the tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord; and shall lay his hand 

upon the bullock’s head, and kill the bullock before the Lord. 

 

Ephesians 1:23 

(the church) Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

 

The Church – Christ Himself 

 
The tent of Moses, the temple of Solomon could only facilitate that 

expression in similitude, in type, in figure; but God through His Son has 

brought about a reality: has brought about a Tabernacle, a Temple, a Church. 

Yes, He has done this in Himself. He has brought about a people in whom He 

can dwell because He has given them access to dwelling in Himself.  He has 

done that with purpose: that He that is His Expression, His Glory may find 

manifestation in that people in the earth.  That, dear friend, is the Church, and 

that Church is nothing less than CHRIST HIMSELF.  With the Presence of 

the Lord, they were the Israel of God, but when the Presence was withdrawn, 

they were just flesh and blood.  Oh, but “We have this treasure in earthen 

vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” (2 

Corinthians 4:7) You see Paul is teaching there as he does throughout his 

epistles that it is not these fleshly, earthen vessels, these clay pots.  These are 

not the Tabernacle of God.  These simply house that Great Tabernacle of 

God.  These give that Tabernacle of God visibility, and these bodies that we 

have must be continually laid down, offered as living sacrifices, offered as 

instruments to that Glorious Body which we are.  That Tabernacle of God 

which we are was made so by God dwelling in us and we dwelling in Him; by 

that spiritual union that we have with Him inwardly, and our very soul 

becoming the dwelling place of the Most High: that the dwelling place of the 

Most High may be the dwelling place of our souls.  And this treasure we have 

in earthen vessels.  It is put in earthen vessels for the very reason that no one 
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then in their right mind would surely equate the earthen vessel with the 

excellency of this Glory.  

 

References: 

Revelation 21:3 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 

and be their God. 

 

Ephesians 2:18 

For through him (Christ) we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

 

1 Peter 2:9 

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 

people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out 

of darkness into his marvellous light. 

 

Romans 12:1 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 

service.  

 

John 14:20 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

 

 

The Earthen Vessel 
 

Nevertheless, the natural mind that has no limits to its hypocrisy has done 

exactly that. And through it has made the earthen vessel the recipient of the 

Glory, and has made the earthen vessel the recipient of the Resurrection, and 

has made the earthen vessel the recipient of the Reconciliation and the 

Restoration - and it simply is NOT!  It is not, although that earthen vessel 

does, for the period of time that it exists, enjoy the indwelling, the indwelling 

of Glory; enjoys the benefits of Salvation, enjoys the operation of the Holy 

Spirit. Yes, even quickening that earthen vessel that it may be fit for service: 

quickened unto service so that even that earthen vessel is not a debtor to live 

after the flesh, but understanding that those earthen vessels are verily 

instruments for the functions of Christ; instruments of righteousness, 

members of that very Body of Christ, which you and I are because He dwells 
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in us. But you can take away the earthen vessels, and the Body of Christ itself 

is not diminished; and the earthen vessels can die and go back to dust but the 

Body of Christ is not affected.  You can take my earthen vessel - you can kill 

it, you can cut its head off, you can separate all of its members one from 

another, you can cremate all of them and you can scatter those ashes to the 

ends of the known universe, and you have still not touched my Life.  You 

have still not touched the Body that I am. You have simply touched the body 

that I have.  I believe that that body even is preserved of God for the portion 

of the race that He has given to each of us to complete.  Oh, yes, “if we walk 

in the light as He is in the light…”(1 John 1:7); “If we are loving God and are 

the called according to His purpose…” (Romans 8:28). If we are 

understanding that though the treasure is in the earthen vessel, the treasure is 

not the earthen vessel, nor is it of the earthen vessel and that the earthen 

vessel is not that Glorious Body, which Body is given of God and is eternal. 

Do we understand that we have bodies, but we are One Body: The Body of 

Christ? Blessed be the Lamb.  

 

References: 

Romans 8:11 

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 

raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his 

Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

 

John 11:24,25a 

Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at 

the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life.  

 

Romans 6:19 

I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as 

ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto 

iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto 

holiness. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that 

one body, being many, are one body; so also is Christ. 
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His Presence 

 
Now, throughout the whole Bible you have this message with regard to the 

Presence of the Lord and His Presence coming to dwell in a people.  In 

Exodus 40:34-38, “Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the 

glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter into 

the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory 

of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And when the cloud was taken away from 

over the tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in all their journeys.  

But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that it 

was taken up.  For the cloud of the Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and 

the fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all 

their journeys.” We sing a song, and it is a beautiful song and it is a correct 

song: ‘He will never leave us or forsake us, but is always with us.’  We sing 

that song, and yet the theology of the Christian religion, the secular religion is 

directly opposite of that.  The theology of the Church world today says He is 

not with us, but He is off somewhere waiting on us to get there, and that when 

we all die and go to Heaven, then He will be with us forever, and ever and 

ever.  Then why don’t we quit singing the songs that He is always with us and 

that He never leaves us nor forsakes us?  It is true, but according to the 

theology of the Christian religion and the secular Church world today, it is 

simply hypocrisy.  The fact of the matter is - He is with us and even in the 

type and shadow, it is seen here.  But, oh friend, it isn’t in type and shadow 

with you and me, for the very Christ of God is in us! 

 

Reference: 

Hebrews 13:5 

Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such 

things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

 

 

Purpose Of God Revealing His Son 
 

This is the purpose of God revealing His Son: not only is the Son in us; not 

only is the Word of Glory at home in His Church; not only the Lord of Glory 

is at home in His Body, The Church, The Tabernacle of the Most High God; 

not only is He at home, but He is seen there by every heart who desires to 

know Him.  He is seen there by every heart from whom the veil is allowed to 

be taken away. It can be taken away simply by turning to see Him; for in Him 
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the veil is done away! (2 Cor. 3:14-18) When God reveals His Son, the Glory 

of the Lord is seen. Oh hallelujah to the Lamb of the Living God! As it was in 

the sight of all of Israel; don’t you understand, don’t you think that under the 

New Covenant, it should be in the sight of all the Church?  Then why is the 

Church still looking up in the sky somewhere, looking off in the universe for 

it?  Why will we simply not turn our hearts to see Him who is that Glory in 

us?  Oh, my. Exodus 33:15-16. This is Moses speaking to God. “And he said 

to Him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. For wherein 

shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in Thy sight? Is 

it not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, 

from all the people that are upon the face of the earth.”  Friend, is that not 

surely fulfilled in Christ?  How is it that we are known apart from all the 

people on the face of the earth? Is it just as those who, when they die are 

going to heaven?  I hope not.  No, please let it not be that!  How is it that we 

are to be known apart from every other human on the face of the earth?  Oh, 

because we are Christians in religion?  I hope not.  No, it is not that: it is not 

Christian religion.  It is not any other religion on the face of the earth!  

 

References: 

John 14:23 

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: 

and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 

with him. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:14-16 

But their minds were blinded; for until this day remaineth the same vail 

untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in 

Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their 

heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken 

away. 

 

Romans 1:1 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the 

gospel of God. 

 

 

God is NOT A Religion 
 

GOD IS NOT A RELIGION, nor does He sanction any religion.  Jesus did 

not bring a new religion - He presented Himself.  “I Am The Way, The Truth, 
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The Life.” (John 14:6)  It is man that has made a religion out of the Christ of 

God.  It is man that has made a religion out of Jesus.  It is man that has made 

a religion out of Christianity.  It is man who has done that: God does not 

sanction any religion on the face of the earth.  “God is Spirit: and they that 

worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”(John 4:24)  Jesus says 

‘I am the way, I am the truth, I am the Life.  Don’t make a religion out of Me, 

don’t make teachings out of Me, don’t make a doctrine out of Me.  I am come 

that you might have Life and have it more abundantly, I am the Door.’(John 

10:10, 9) Do not make a denomination out of the Church.  The Church is 

CHRIST living in those who are living in Him.  That is the Church: and to 

the Church - Christ is All.  The Church world would have you and me 

walking along down here pilgrims and strangers on our way home.  I tell you 

if you had told that to Moses, he would have said: ‘We are not going to take a 

step except You are in our midst: except You are with us. Except You go with 

us, we will not move from this place!’  How else are we distinguished from 

the rest of the earth?  I ask you again - how else are you and I different from 

the rest of the world? If it is not that Christ Himself, the Living Spirit of 

the Living God dwells in us, then in fact we are no different from the rest 

of the world.  Because every man is a living soul: every man, you 

understand, was made a living soul.  However, not every living soul has Life, 

not every living soul has Eternal Life.  Do you understand what I am saying?  

 

References: 

Colossians 2:8,18 

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ…Let 

no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping 

of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up 

by his fleshly mind. 

 

Ephesians 2:19 

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens 

with the saints, and of the household of God. 

 

Ephesians 4:17 

This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as 

other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind. 
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Genesis 2:7 

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 

his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

 

 

Eternal Life 
 

I am not telling you that every living soul will not live forever, but there is a 

difference in living forever and having Eternal Life.  Eternal Life is God 

living in you; Eternal Life is the Eternal Spirit of God living in you.  Jesus 

says, “ I am the beginning and the end.” (Revelation 1:8)  Jesus says, “I am 

He who is, who was, shall ever be.”  Properly translated -  ‘The Eternal One’.  

The Christ of God is Eternal Life, and the soul was made of God for Eternal 

Life. The only thing that distinguishes one soul of one man from another soul 

of another man is whether Life dwells in it or not; whether the Living Spirit of 

God, whether Christ dwells in it or not, whether it is the Tabernacle of God or 

not. Now, this may seem to you, to be a rather harshly stated, dogmatically 

stated truth to start out the New Year, but oh friend, except we start out the 

New Year in the Living Reality of His Presence I am telling you, then let me 

die: let my body be buried in a hole in the ground before the New Year 

dawns!  I do not want to start out the New Year except in the Presence of the 

Lord!  If I cannot walk there in this body then let me live there out of this 

body.  I believe we walk there in this body, therefore I have no death wish; 

but it is only because of what Moses said here and what I believe to be 

fulfilled in Christ, that I have no death wish, because I dwell in Him NOW.  

But I have no desire to enter into a New Year with a bunch of useless lies of 

humanity called “resolutions”.  Let us enter into the New Year walking in the 

Light as He is in the Light.  Let us enter into the New Year determined to 

know Him who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  

 

References: 

1 John 5:11, 12 

And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 

his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God 

hath not life. 

 

John 17:3 

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God and Jesus 

Christ, whom thou hast sent. 
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1 Corinthians 3:16 

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 

in you? 

 

1 John 1:7 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

 

Philippians 3:10 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of 

his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 

 

 

How Are We Known? 
 

Let us enter into the New Year with a heart of Moses; yea, more than that - 

with the Heart of Christ.  Oh, yes, “If thy presence go not with me, carry us 

not up hence.”  How else are we known from among the heathen?  Well, you 

look at the prophetic picture: what is called today - misinterpreted and 

wrongly defined as “The Church”: what makes it different from the rest of the 

world? Nothing, nothing!  It is not a balm in the world for healing, No it is 

not. It is a dogmatic religion that only genders strife and division and hate.  It 

will not receive The Finished Work of Christ as being true; it will not live as 

His Body in the earth, ministering peace to every soul no matter what kind of 

a body that soul is housed in.  What makes us different is the fact that we are 

the Church, but don’t define the Church as that stumbling misinterpretation of 

the scripture; misinterpreted first by human secularism, then divided by 

denominationalism, and finally gutted by the theory of Dispensationalism.  

Please do not put that definition upon those who are truly born of the Spirit.  

And you must understand, and I almost have to give this disclaimer every 

time I talk about this. I am talking about that system that is called ‘the 

Church’, that vessel of hypocrisy that is called ‘the Church.’  I am not talking 

about blessed born again believers, many of whom are in bondage to that 

system.  I am simply seeking to define the Church, and I can find no other 

standard given in the scripture and no other standard allowed of God with 

which to define the Church than the Person Himself whose Body the Church 

is.  CHRIST IS THE CHURCH.  Blessed be the Lamb of the Living God.  
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References: 

Jeremiah 8:22 

Is there no balm in Gilead: is there no physician there? why then is not the 

health of the daughter of my people recovered? 

 

Revelation 22:2 

In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the 

tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 

month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

 

2 Timothy 2:23 

But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender 

strifes. 

 

James 3:15,16 

But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 

against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 

sensual, devilish. 

 

Ephesians 1:22,23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 

things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

 

The Plurality of One 

 
To the Church Christ is All.  The Church is One. The Plurality of One is what 

we are talking about here, for the Body is One.  That defines the Body - The 

Body is One.  Paul says this in 1 Corinthians 12:12, “For as the body is one… 

so also is Christ.”  The defining word concerning the Body is ONE and yet 

that One is defined in the Person whose Body it is - that One, that only One is 

Christ.  Therefore, the Church is One, and you can see it is One in substance, 

One in Spirit, One in baptism, One in faith, ONE in everything.  The fact is 

the Church is One, and that One is Christ; and that Christ is in you and you 

are in Him, and that Union is called the Church, that Union is called the 

Body.  It is the Plurality of One. Galatians 3:26-29, “For ye are all…” That is 

the whole, ye are all the whole: the whole is referenced to One, a whole is 

One. A whole is not many; a whole is gathered up together and represented in 

ONE.  “For ye are all (the whole) the sons of God by faith…” How? 
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Gathered up in One. “…in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as have been 

baptized into Christ...” That is Romans 6:3; that is the baptism that is being 

talked about here.  Just so he said, “…have put on Christ.” You have been 

clothed upon, have put on Christ.  As a result of that verse 28 says, therefore 

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 

neither male nor female: for ye are all, (that is the whole) one in Christ 

Jesus.”  The Plurality of One. It is the same thing in Colossians 3:9-11, “Lie 

not one to another, seeing that you have put off the old man with his deeds…” 

That is Old Covenant Israel being spoken of there and the deeds of the Law, 

trying to find the righteousness under the Law. But all the Law does is reveal 

the sinfulness of the flesh. “And have put on the new man. which is renewed 

in knowledge after the image of him that created him.”  Here is the true 

creation of God in Christ Jesus and here is the only True Israel of God in 

Christ Jesus. “Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all and in 

all.”  

 

References: 

Ephesians 4:4-6 

There is one body, and one spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 

calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is 

above all, and through all, and in you all. 

 

Romans 6:3 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 

baptized into his death? 

 

Romans 3:20 

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 

for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

 

Romans 9:31; 10:3 

But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to 

the law of righteousness…For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 

and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 

themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

 

Galatians 2:21 

I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then 

Christ is dead in vain. 
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Our Understanding Enlightened 
 

This is why Paul is always saying; I want the eyes of your understanding to be 

enlightened. Ephesians 1:17-18, “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

father of glory, (yes the Father of Glory: the Glory is in you; it is Christ in 

you) the father of glory may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation 

in the knowledge of him.” CHRIST is the Him spoken of here, of course. “ 

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is 

the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 

the saints.”  This is needed because our soul is renewed in the knowledge of 

Him.  We are transformed in the knowledge of Him: looking into His Face, 

His Body begins to be transformed in the knowledge of Him.  Looking into 

His Face, His Body begins to bear His image.  Notice neither – nor. In 

Galatians it is said ‘neither – nor, for ye are all one in Christ.’ But in 

Colossians the same statement is being made, but he takes it just a step 

farther: “ye are all one in Christ…” but he adds “but Christ is all and in all.”  

Ye are all one in Christ, but Christ is all and in all.  Do you understand: He 

can dwell in you because you dwell in Him?  “Make me a sanctuary that I 

might dwell in the midst.” (Exodus 25:8) And in Christ God has done that 

very thing in perfection; He has done that very thing in completion.  Oh, He 

has in His Son and through the Cross made Himself a sanctuary that we might 

be the sanctuary of God.  Yes, He has made it that we can dwell in Him, that 

He may dwell in us.  

 

References: 

Colossians 1:27 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

Romans 8:29 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 

changed into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. 
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1 Corinthians 15:49 

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of 

the heavenly. 

 

 

CHRIST Is The All 
 

This is exactly what Jesus said would be the result of His going away unto 

death and coming again in resurrection.  This is exactly what He said would 

be taught with the coming again of the Spirit of Truth; this time not to walk 

with them, but to be in them.  This time He said, “At that day you will know 

that I am in my Father.  But you will know that you are in me, but you will 

know that I am in you.” (John 14:20) Oh, read that again in John 14:1-20, and 

see what is truly being stated there, for it is fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ!  

Hallelujah.  HE, you see, is the all of it.  HE is the whole of it.  HE is why 

you and I are One.  All and in all - HE is the All and in all.  He is why we are 

One.  That is also said in Ephesians 1:23, “Which is his body, the fullness of 

him that filleth all in all.” All of these references are speaking of the same 

thing - the Supremacy, the absolute Supremacy of the Lord Jesus Christ and 

your union with Him.  All of these references are speaking of the 

Resurrection out from among the dead of the Body of Jesus Christ as being 

One with Him.  THE PLURALITY OF ONE - the Body is One, the Church is 

One and that One is CHRIST.  My Lord in Heaven, open our eyes to this 

reality by revealing in us this very One, this One in whom we find our Life, 

our definition, our being; in whom we are partakers of Thy Glory! Amen. My 

Lord, My God, may we find the purpose of the earthen vessels: that it is not 

after death in heaven.  The purpose of the earthen vessels is here and now to 

serve the greater Body that we are in Christ.  May we dedicate ourselves to 

that service: not living for the vessel, but the vessel serving the Living, the 

vessel serving the Life, that the Life may have expression.  Blessed be the 

Lamb of the Living God.  

 

References: 

John 14:3, 16, 17 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 

unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also…And I will pray the 

Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you 

for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive because it 

seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with 

you, and shall be in you. 
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Ephesians 1:19, 20 

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 

according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, 

when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 

heavenly places. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

 

WHAT ARE CHURCHES? 
 

 

The Tabernacle of God 

 
We are speaking of Christ All and in All; Christ the Church; The Church 

being the very functioning Body of Jesus Christ. I say “functioning” because 

what good is a body; what use is it except it is giving the person whose body 

it is function. Except it is giving the person whose body it is unlimited, 

unhindered function, then what good is a body? You say it is for the 

expression of Christ.  Christ is expressed through the functioning of His 

Body.  We have said that God has come to tabernacle among men in His Son, 

fulfilling His Eternal Plan and Purpose. That Plan was to tabernacle in a 

people, a creation that He would bring forth in the Person and through the 

Person of His Son.  What would be The Tabernacle of God in this New 

Covenant World; what would be the House of God? His Son, Jesus Christ.  

By the Cross Jesus brought us into the very house of God. We read that in 

John 14: 1-6; and then again in that same chapter of John, verses 19-20.  What 

then is the Church? We asked in our last lesson, and the simple and only 

answer is, Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ: no, not Jesus Christ walking upon the 

shores of Galilee; and no, not Jesus Christ after the imagination of religion, 

separated from His people, off somewhere out from His people. No, not Jesus 

Christ in that way, but Jesus Christ dwelling in His Body: no other Jesus than 

the same who walked upon the shores of Galilee, not another Jesus. No, this 

same Jesus, this same person now come to tabernacle in His Body. Not a 

different Jesus, but a different Body. The Body of His Fullness: THE 

CHURCH. 

 

References: 

Colossians 3:10, 11 

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image 

of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision 

nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and 

in all. 
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Revelation 21:3 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and  

God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:16 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

 

 

The Lord Present In His Body 
 

Moreover, except He tabernacle in His Body then His Body does not exist.  

How can His Body exist except He give it existence?  The Church is nothing 

less than that.  If Christ is in a number of people, it is He who constitutes and 

forms the Church.  It is Christ in us who makes us the Church: not our 

doctrines, not our belief system, not our teachings, not our buildings, not our 

organization, not our practices, or our forms. No, first and ultimately it is the 

presence of the Lord.  The Lord being present makes the Church.  I speak 

now of the so-called “Church universal”: The Church, which is His Body, the 

fullness of Him who fills all and is in all. There is no geography to that 

Church; there is no geography to the Church as it is defined in Christ unless 

you want to say that we, being quickened together, raised together and seated 

together with Christ in heavenly places is a statement of geography.  Well, it 

is a statement of relationship, because where can I be on the face of the earth 

and not there be in Christ Jesus; seated in Christ in heavenly places?  There is 

no place like that on earth or anywhere else as well.  Nothing, no point on 

earth, no country, no regime, no circumstance, no situation can separate me 

from being in Christ Jesus.  Hallelujah!  Therefore, we read that there is no 

geography in the Church and it is good that you and I come to understand 

that.  

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:22, 23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 

things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
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Matthew 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 

midst of them. 

 

Ephesians 2:5, 6 

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 

grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together 

in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Church Takes Its Character From Him 
 

 In John 17:9-16 Jesus said, “I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for 

them which thou hast given me: for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and 

thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the 

world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep 

through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be 

one, as we are.  While I was with them in the world,  I kept them in thy name: 

those that thou hast given me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son 

of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. And now I come to thee: and 

these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in 

themselves.  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, 

because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  I pray not 

that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep 

them from the evil.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”  

 

I want to add another reading to that in Revelation 1:11-18: John’s most 

glorious, magnificent revelation of Jesus Christ. And where is He revealed to 

be throughout this whole book, throughout this whole book except in His 

Church, the very Person of His Church.  In fact, His Church constitutes the 

very robe that He wears.  Oh yes, and He constitutes the very clothing with 

which the Church is clothed upon.  Verse 11, “ Saying I am Alpha and 

Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seeth, write in a book, and send 

to the seven churches which are in Asia…” Verse 12, “And I turned to see the 

voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw the seven golden 

candlesticks. And in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks one like unto 

the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the 

paps with a golden girdle.”  Here is the clothing of the Body of Jesus Christ.  

“His head, his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes 
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were a flame of fire.”  You see in John’s revelation of Jesus Christ there was 

no separation between The Head and His Body.  There was no separation 

between Christ and the Church - none whatsoever.  It is the same in Paul’s 

revelation of Jesus Christ: there is no separation between Christ and those in 

whom He dwells; those who constitute the Church, which is His own Body, 

the fullness of Him who is all and who is in all. Oh yes, verse 15, “And his 

feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the 

sound of many waters. And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of 

his mouth was a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun 

that shineth in His strength.  And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. 

And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first 

and the last; I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold I am alive for 

evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.” This is His 

assurance to the Church, which is His very own Body.  Oh dear friends, the 

Church is in the world, but it cannot be defined as to its substance, as to its 

being, by the world.  It cannot be.  The Church takes its character, its 

measure, its very being, its foundation from Him.  He and He alone is the 

One standing in the midst; everything joined to Him therefore being joined 

one to another.  If you and I would but read the epistle and particularly these 

teachings and these statements of Paul with regard to Christ and the believer 

and Christ and the Church; if we would but read those, we would see that it is 

no different from what John saw and declared to the Church as the reality of 

Jesus Christ.   

 

Reference: 

1 Corinthians 3:11 

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Defining Churches 

 
Now, moving into this lesson for this month: what then are churches?  If the 

Church is in its utmost definition Jesus Christ; if the Church is Christ 

dwelling in people, having His expression in and through people who are as 

One Body dwelling in Him: if that is the Church then what are churches?  

Now here we need to do much rethinking.  Do you know that most people 

think that the apostles had the idea that they were to go out into the nations 

and form or set up churches?  Today there are many who would call that 

“Church building”. Yet the Lord Jesus said, “… upon this foundation I will 
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build my Church.” (Matthew 16:18) It is true dear friends that the Church will 

have, must have, and does have expression in different places, different towns 

and cities and countries and continents, oh yes.  Nevertheless, it is the same 

Church.  Churches can only be defined in the Church, just as the Church can 

only be defined in the Person whose Body it is.  Except Christ be revealed in 

you and me, we simply cannot understand the mystery of Christ and The 

Church; because the mystery of Christ and the Church is just this - Christ the 

Church: the Church having its union with Him, its substance in Him, its 

definition in His very Face and its function as being the very manifestation of 

Him wherever on earth that Church is found.  Oh, hallelujah, blessed be the 

Lamb of the Living God!   

 

References: 

Ephesians 5:31, 32 

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined 

unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery; but I 

speak concerning Christ and the church. 

 

Ephesians 3:10 

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 

might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

 

Churches Manifest Christ 
 

Do you know why, real churches, that is, individual expressions of Christ, 

come together, meet together?  Because they are come together in Christ 

Jesus, they simply manifest on earth what the Church is in Christ, in the 

heavens.  At least those who are comprehending Christ gather for that reason 

and for that purpose.  Do you know that most people believe, most Christians 

believe that the real object and business of the apostle Paul was to go out and 

set up churches; to go out into Asia, Galatia and set up churches, and that the 

apostle’s idea was that we must have churches everywhere.  Now, do think 

very seriously about this. What did Paul and the apostles believe was their 

work, their purpose in ministry?  Certainly, it was not to set up groups of 

people and call them “churches” -   The Church of Paul, the Church of Peter, 



 

 154 

the Church of James, the Church of John, the Church of Luke, the Church of 

Barnabus. No, against this whole idea Paul preached. It was never his idea to 

separate churches from the reality of The Church whose builder and maker 

and substance and person is Christ Himself.  It was never his idea to separate 

the manifestations of Christ throughout the earth from the Person of Christ 

Himself.  It was never their idea that this is what they were called to do, and 

you will never find that in the scriptures either.  You will find the opposite of 

that if you will clearly and with an open heart just read Paul’s epistles.   

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 1:2 

Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both their’s and our’s. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:3, 4 

For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, 

and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? For while one saith, I am 

of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 

 

 

Bringing Christ to Every Place 

 
They believed that their work, their function was to bring Christ into every 

place. Now you think about this: think about the Lord Jesus during the 3 ½ 

years of ministry.  Now I know that that ministry was primarily to Israel and 

had specific reasons, but think with me a minute, because He went into the 

highways and He went into the byways and He went in from town to town, 

place to place and house to house.  Show me, where the Son of God did that 

in order to set up groups of people and call them “churches”.  No, He went 

there and presented Himself!  Wherever He went, He presented Himself and 

in that place, the people were drawn unto Him.  Some believed on Him, some 

did not; but the point is they were drawn unto Him.  He did not organize 

groups of people and call them “churches”.  Come on, that is what Christian 

religion has become.  That is not what Christ established.  Not during that 3 

1/2years, nor through His death, burial, resurrection, and coming again to 

dwell in His disciples, in His apostles and in all those who received Him.  

This is not what He established; that was not the idea at all.  It was not what 

He taught His disciples. No, show me any place in the New Testament where 
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the apostles said we have come to this place to form a church. The Lord has 

sent us here to form a church; or where they said we are here to have the 

biggest church in town, to get the most people gathered together in a building.  

We are here to set up an organization and establish it in these particular 

teachings.  Show me where they said that; show me where there is any hint 

that that even held a fleeing thought in their minds.  You cannot find that! 

You cannot find it because it is not there.  Many think it is there, but it is not 

there.  

 

References: 

Matthew 23:37 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 

which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 

together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 

not! 

 

John 1:11 

He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

 

 

Where He Himself Would Come 

 
Look back to the gospel.  Look in Luke 10:1, “ After these things the Lord 

appointed another seventy also, and he sent them two and two before his face 

into every city and place, whither he himself would come.”  Jesus sent forth 

His disciples two by two.  He sent them into every place where He Himself 

would come.  Oh, where HE HIMSELF would come.  In 2 Corinthians 2:14 

we read; “Now thanks be unto God, which always causes us to triumph in 

Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every 

place.”  Oh yes, Jesus set the pattern here in Luke. He sent them into the place 

where He Himself would come. Yes, this word “come” has many different 

translations: some speak literally, and some speak figuratively. One of the 

words that is translated is “to accompany”. Jesus was laying a foundation 

here. He was setting forth a pattern here with His disciples because after this, 

they would do exactly this and they would go after Pentecost, after the 

indwelling into every place, into every city, and there they would become the 

very savor of His knowledge in every place.  They would become the very 

appearing, (yes, I am using that term), the very appearing, the very company 

of the Lord in that place.  They would in fact bring Christ into that place.  
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Reference: 

Acts 1:8 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 

ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

 

 

Declaring The Person 

 
I put it to you brother and sister, that they never went anywhere to bring a 

doctrine; they never went anywhere to simply bring the teachings of Christ.  

Everywhere they went they declared the reality of the Person and they there 

manifested the reality of the Person both in word and in deed.  They there 

preached the resurrection - not as a coming event, not as a past event: they 

preached the resurrection through Jesus Christ.  They presented Him as the 

Living Christ, the Living Lord.  They functioned as His Body wherever they 

went.  It was to, in that place, bring Jesus; it was to, in that place, bring Christ 

- not bring a gospel “about Him”.  No, but to bring, in that place, the Living 

Reality of Christ! In that place it was no different than when Jesus was in that 

same place during the 3 ½ years of His ministry, except now He is not 

confined to that body that He was given to die, that body of His death. No, 

now He is dwelling in His Living Body.  It is true that we have and they had 

that treasure in earthen vessels, but the Glory and the Power was not of the 

earthen vessel. No, but of the Living Christ who was in them because they 

function not as earthen vessels; they function as the Living Body of Jesus 

Christ housed in earthen vessels, and they brought into every place they went 

nothing less than Jesus Christ Himself! I will just be very clear here, they 

were not in that place (wherever they were) to do things or works; even 

spiritual works.  They were not there to have healing meetings or miracle 

rallies. In some places, those things happened and in some places they did 

not, but in every place Christ was there to “raise the dead” who would 

hear his voice and live. Had they not done that there would have been a 

complete and total breakdown of the Plan and Purpose of God, the complete 

and total breakdown of true Salvation, a complete and total breakdown of 

everything that Christ instituted through His death and burial and resurrection.  

That would have been so had they gone into any town in any other 

understanding than that in coming here, we bring CHRIST. 
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References: 

Acts 2:36 

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that 

same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

 

Acts 4:2 

Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the 

resurrection from the dead. 

 

1 John 1:1-3 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 

seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, 

of the Word of life; (for the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear 

witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and 

was manifested unto us;) That which we have seen and heard declare we unto 

you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 

the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:7 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 

may be of God, and not of us. 

 

Ephesians 3:10, 11 

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 

might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the 

eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

Declaring The Testimony of God in The Person 
 

 We find this very much in the words of Paul: “… not I, but Christ who liveth 

in me”. (Galatians 2:20) In another place, “When I was with you, I was with 

you in my own weakness and my own trembling; understanding that I was 

there declaring to you the testimony of God in the Person of His Son.  So 

much so was this my understanding, I determined to know nothing among you 

save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:1-4) And Paul lets us 

know that the preaching of that Cross includes His death, His burial, and His 

resurrection.  You read the epistles for yourself.  Oh yes, it was not their 

primary goal to gather people together and give them names and say now you 

are “churches”. No, that was not it at all.  ‘We have come to this place to form 
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a Church.’ No. ‘The Lord has sent us here to do that.’ No, that is not it. They 

were carrying out the very thing that Jesus established in them before He ever 

went to the Cross.  Every place where He Himself would come. And, it is the 

same today.  

 

 

What Is Our Purpose? 
 

Where do I go? I will use this personal example: I go every place where He 

Himself would come.  If I decide to go there on my own - I am out of order.  

If I think that I am going there for any other reason than to bring Him - I am 

out of order and I am in the flesh.  If I think that I am going there to teach a 

series of lessons or to give a Bible conference: if that is the purpose – I am out 

of order. I trust we can understand this.  Let me be part of the function.  

People may gather and I may speak, but people are gathering all over the 

world and people are speaking all over the world.  What does that have to do 

with anything?  What makes these gatherings different from any other 

gathering all over the world?  What makes them different is Christ Himself.  

If I am there but to give teachings, then they are no different from any other 

gatherings anywhere in the world.  In fact, they have less purpose than any 

other gatherings anywhere in the world, because I am there totally without 

purpose except I be there to bring Him: that He, in that place, may have voice; 

that He, in that place, may be heard; that He - not just my voice be heard. We 

are not speaking the letter, for “the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.” (2 

Corinthians 3:6) Oh yes, but that He, in that place, may have voice; that He, 

in that place, may be heard, that He, in that place, may be revealed, that He, in 

that place, may gather unto Himself all who would live as One with Him. We 

need to understand that. 

 

 

Where I Am 

 
Well, where He would come, where He would appear, where He would enter, 

where He would be set to accompany.  Where my Servant is there I am; 

where I am there my Servant is.  Oh, come on, the Church is not a religious 

instrument to preach about Jesus: the Church is the Body of Christ for the real 

manifestation of Jesus!  For the Spirit of Christ is released where the savour 

of the knowledge of Christ is made manifest. Yes, He never changed that 

principle, and that brings us back to the point - what are churches?  Well, they 
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are people gathered into Christ where He Himself is.  The supreme thought of 

God is that the Lord may be present.  Get a hold of this.  The supreme 

thought of God is that the Lord may be present.  This is the purpose of our 

gathering by twos, by threes, by fifteens, by thirties, by sixties, by six 

hundred, by a thousand. This is the purpose of our gathering or that gathering 

has no purpose.  Somebody needs to give it purpose; somebody needs to be 

there in the mind of Christ and in the Spirit of Christ, else that gathering is 

without purpose. Worse than that, it is a mockery; worse than that it is a 

perversion, it is a religious monstrosity that has no Life in it.  I am telling you 

the truth. 

 

References: 

John 14:3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 

unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

 

Matthew 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 

midst of them. 

 

Ezekiel 48:35 

It was round about eighteen thousand measures: and the name of the city 

from that day shall be, the Lord is there. 

 

Exodus 25:8 

And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 

 

Revelation 21:3 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and he will dwell in them, and they shall be his people, and God 

himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

 

Philippians 3:17-19 

Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye 

have us for an ensample. (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 

now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 

Whose end is destruction, whose God in their belly, and whose glory is in 

their shame, who mind earthly things.) 
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What Are Churches? 
 

What are churches?  They are people gathered into Christ where He Himself 

is.  This is the purpose of anything called “The Church” and it is the only 

purpose. Where the Lord is not present, what function is He going to have?  

Where the Lord is not present then only flesh can possibly be made manifest. 

I am not talking about some kind of a feeling, and I am not talking about 

demonstrations of flesh. I am talking about the LORD being present.  Where 

the Lord is not present then we simply substitute for Him our song services, 

our programs, our preaching, our so-called “church functions”; and I have 

nothing against singing and praising the Lord.  I have nothing against the 

different functions of the Body of Christ, whether it be throughout the earth or 

by any local expression. But my point is those must not be substitutes for the 

presence of the Lord. No, you will remember that even in the Old Testament, 

where the Lord was not present, (oh my, whether it was the tabernacle or the 

temple); when the Lord withdrew it was no longer sacred, it was no longer 

holy.  It was just an empty shell.  The Lord is not interested in that - not at all!   

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 3:3 

For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, 

and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 

 

1 Samuel 4:21, 22 

And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel: 

because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father in law and her 

husband. And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: for the ark of God 

is taken. 

 

Jeremiah 26:6, 9 

Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all 

the nations of the earth…Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the Lord, 

saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without 

an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the 

house of the Lord. 
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The Glory of God Departs 

 
Look at Ezekiel 11:22, “Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the 

wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. 

And the glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon 

the mountain which is on the east side of the city. Afterward the spirit took me 

up, and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea to them of 

the captivity.  So the vision that I had seen went up from me. Then I spake 

unto them of the captivity all the things that the Lord had shewed to me.” 

What had happened?  The Glory of The Lord had departed from Shiloh. In his 

commentary, Adam Clark says, ‘The Glory of the Lord went up from the 

midst of the City.  This vision is no small proof of the longsuffering of God.  

He did not abandon His people all at once, He departed little by little.  First 

He left the temple; secondly He stopped at a little gate of the city; thirdly He 

departed entirely from the city and went to the mount of Olives, which lay on 

the east side of the city, having tarried there for some time to see if they 

would repent and turn to Him; fourthly He departed into Heaven.’ 

 

 

House of Israel Left Desolate 

 
I think that all of us can bring that right over into the Lord Jesus. Matthew 

23:33; Jesus is speaking to this same Israel, but not this time with regard to 

the Babylonian Captivity; no, not at all.  This time it is concerning the 

prophecy of Daniel; this time concerning a complete and total destruction of 

that out from which the Glory of God has gone. “Ye serpents, ye generation of 

vipers, how can you escape the damnation of hell?” Verse 37, “O, Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto 

thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 

gathereth her chickens.”  This goes all the way to what we just read in 

Ezekiel; this goes all the way back. “…to gather even as a hen gathereth her 

chicks under her wings, and ye would not. Behold, your house is left unto you 

desolate.”   

 

Reference: 

Daniel 9:2 

In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the 

years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he 

would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 



 

 162 

Jesus Departs 
 

Following on in Matthew 24, “ And Jesus went out and departed from the 

temple….”  Oh my God, we just read that. The Glory of the Lord left the 

temple, the Glory of the Lord left the city; not this time I say again, unto a 

Babylonian captivity. No, this time to an utter and total and complete 

destruction!  This time never to return except in New Jerusalem, which City 

of God you are, Church; a New Temple, which Temple of God you are, 

Church.  It is Christ in you, the Glory of God.  Israel’s hope of Glory is now 

come and is in you.  Paul said this is the revealing of the mystery of God to 

the Church.  The mystery He said in Colossians that had once been hidden but 

is now made manifest to the saints.  The Glory that departed has returned and 

it has returned in the Person of Jesus Christ dwelling in His Church.  Oh, 

hallelujah to the Lamb of the Living God! 

 

References: 

Revelation 21:2,22 

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 

heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband…And I saw no temple 

therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

 

Colossians 26,27 

Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but 

now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is 

the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in 

you, the hope of glory. 

 

1 Kings 8:10,11 

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the 

cloud filled the house of the Lord, So that the priests could not stand to 

minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of 

the Lord. 

 

 

Shiloh 
 

Let’s read just a little more with regard to the withdrawing of this Glory from 

Shiloh.  Psalms 78:59-64, “When God heard this, he was wroth, and greatly 

abhorred Israel: So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he 

placed among men: And delivered his strength into captivity, and his glory 
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into the enemy’s hand.  He gave His people over also unto the sword; and 

was wroth with his inheritance.  The fire consumed their young men: and 

their maidens were not given to marriage, their priests fall by the sword, and 

their widows made no lamentation.”  Oh yes, further destruction. Jeremiah 

7:12-15, “ But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my 

name at the first, and see what I did for the wickedness of my people Israel. 

And now, because you have done all these works saith the Lord, and I spake 

unto you rising up early and speaking, but you heard not: and I called you, 

but ye answered not.”  He did this through His Prophets. “Therefore will I do 

unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the 

place which I give to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. And I 

will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the 

whole seed of Ephraim.”  Oh, what destruction: but all of this points not 

simply to a time of captivity in Babylon: it points to the very time that Jesus 

gathered up in Himself all of these prophets and all of Israel as we have 

already read and cried out, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem how often would I have 

gathered you, but you would not.” 

 

 

Hope Now Fulfilled in Church 

 
 Jesus was telling them: Now you reject the Glory of God that is come; now 

you reject the Person of your Messiah who is come.  Now your house is left 

unto you desolate. Yes, “not one stone shall be left upon another that shall 

not be thrown down.” (Matthew 24:2) Jeremiah 26:6, “ Then will I make this 

like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth.” But 

look at the true promise given to Shiloh; the true promise given to Israel 

fulfilled in Christ: for the hope of Israel, the reality given, the hope given to 

Israel is now fulfilled IN YOU, Church of the Living God, Israel of the 

Living God, City of the Living God!  Gen.49:10,  “The sceptre shall not 

depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh come, 

(this time Shiloh is not a town, this time Shiloh is not a place, this time Shiloh 

is not a type and shadow)… until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the 

gathering of the people be.”  Shiloh - the Lord coming in His Glory fulfilled 

this promise, this prophecy; fulfilled in Jesus Christ our Lord to be made 

manifest in His Holy City, in His Holy Tabernacle, in His Church.  Oh yes, 

whether it was with the tabernacle of old or the temple, when the Lord 

withdrew it was no longer sacred; it was just an empty shell.  Remember what 

He said to Jerusalem as we just read; “Your house is left desolate. The day 
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cometh when not one stone will be left upon another.” And then again He 

said, “ Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” (John 2:19) 

Not Peter  - it is not given to him to do that: not Paul, not men. “I will raise it 

up.”  My Lord and My God!  

 

 

I Will Raise It Up 

 
Go to John’s gospel, 6:39, “ And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, 

that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 

again at the last day.”  What is it that He is going to raise up at the last day? 

The House of Israel - but not in a future time. This speaks of the last day of 

the Old Covenant Israel.  The day of the Cross; the day of His Death, His 

burial and His resurrection, He brought it all to its end that He may bring it 

forth in the reality of Himself!  Look at it: “ And this is the will of him that 

sent me that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have 

everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” Now, we need to 

understand: the “last day” spoken of here has already come and gone!  If it is 

not, then that means that you and I have believed on Him but we are not yet 

raised up: that it does us no good to believe on Him, does us no good to come 

to Him, and we still don’t have everlasting Life.  What kind of a teaching is 

that?  No, no, no! He is talking about the “last day” of that out from which 

His Glory departed, and He is talking about the reality of that unto which and 

into which His Glory came in the Person of His Son.  Not only so, in verse 

44, “No man can come to me…” See, it is all about coming to Him, Church.  

It is all about coming to Him.  It is not about getting together in little groups, 

getting a name, and calling ourselves a “Church”.  It is all about coming to 

Him; it is all about being gathered unto Him; it is all about giving Him 

expression in every place. It is all about giving Him manifestation; it is all 

about the manifestation of His Glory. Hallelujah to the Lamb of the Living 

God!  “No man can come unto me except the Father which hath sent me draw 

him: and I will raise Him up at the last day.”  Verse 54, “ Whoso eateth my 

flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I will raise him up at the 

last day.” 

 

References: 

2 Thessalonians 2:1 

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

by our gathering together unto him. 
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Matthew 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 

midst of them. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

 

One Foundation 

 
Yes, in the resurrection. Jesus says, “I Am The Resurrection, I Am The Life.” 

(John 11:25)  Blessed be the Lamb of the Living God! I will dwell in My 

Body, the Church.  There is but one foundation and but one Church, and 

wherever you find it, it is always the same.  How religion has made a 

mockery of that.  I want to repeat that: There is but one foundation and but 

one Church built upon that foundation, and wherever you find it, it is the 

same: it is CHRIST dwelling in His People.  The very first man-made 

church was shaken and destroyed.  Oh yes, Israel had become that in the 400 

years, prior to the coming of Jesus Christ.  Israel became a religion, not just a 

people who had backslidden and forgotten; not even as they were when they 

went into Babylonian captivity and then came back and had that brief revival, 

that brief recovery. No, worse than that, they had now formed the religion of 

Judaism.  They had set the traditions of their fathers, and their righteousness 

was totally now a self-righteousness which they by wresting the law, and by 

ignoring the prophets, had changed into traditional teachings of their fathers.   

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 6:16 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:11 

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 

Hebrews 12:26, 27 

Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet 

once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet 
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once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of 

things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 

 

Mark 7:13 

Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have 

delivered: and many such like things do ye. 

 

Galatians 1:14 

And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine own nation, 

being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. 

 

 

Lo, I Come 
 

Hebrews 10:5-10, “Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, 

Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body thou prepared me: In 

burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, 

Lo I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me) to do thy will, O God.  

Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt-offerings and offering 

for sin thou wouldst not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by 

the law. Then said he, Lo, I Come…” What is the antithesis of that?  What is 

the antithesis of that which is offered by the law? Lo I Come, I Come.  Oh 

my Lord and my God, I know what this means, but listen to what I am saying.  

What is the antithesis of that which we set up with our hands?  What is the 

antithesis of the church that is simply made up of programs, and therefore is 

not a Church at all, but just a religious institution?  What is the antithesis of 

that?  “Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.”  The antithesis of man-made 

religion is the reality of Jesus Christ having now come in His People: “Lo, I 

come to do thy will, O God.  He taketh away the first that he may establish the 

second.” And He does that now:  He takes away the first. The first is anything 

that would be and that is before Him: anything that is other than Him; 

anything that seeks to come after Him. No, the Church is just Him in the 

reality of His Person, revealed in a people. Oh hallelujah!  Here is the 

antithesis to everything that is man-made.  “Lo, I come to do thy will, O 

God.”  Oh, religion today is still trying to find the will of God.  Most of their 

prayer meetings are: ‘God reveal your will to us.’  Well I am going to tell 

you, He will reveal His will in those who turn to see Him, Christ is the Will 

of God, for He is the doing of the Will of God. Oh, yes, “He taketh away the 

first, that he may establish the second. By the which will we are sanctified 
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through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  Blessed be the 

Lamb of the Living God. 

 

References: 

Revelation 22:20 

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Romans 12:2 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 

will of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:16 

Nevertheless when it (the heart) shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken 

away. 

 

 

But Ye Are Come 

 
Now in Hebrews 12:22, “ But ye are come unto mount Zion, and  unto the city 

of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of 

angels, To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are 

written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 

made perfect, And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood 

of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.”  My God, what a 

gathering! This is what John saw gathered in the heavens. Oh yes, this is that 

glorious gathering called “The Church” which is to  

”make manifest the savour of the knowledge of Him” everywhere on the face 

of the earth.  Churches, dear friends, are people in whom Christ is dwelling: 

people gathered unto Him to give Him Living expression in the earth. Let me 

just make a statement:  I believe in local expressions of Jesus Christ called 

local churches.  I am simply trying to tell you that not everything that is called 

a “church” is one; and in fact, most that are called “church or churches” is not 

The Church.  I would to God that they were; I would that Christ had such 

unfettered, unlimited expression throughout the earth, but institutionalism has 

replaced reality, and religion has replaced the revelation of Jesus Christ for so 

many. Yet like Israel of old, they insist on keeping the name although the 

Glory has long since departed. 
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References: 

Revelation 5:13 

And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth,  

and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, 

and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 

and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 

 

2 Peter 1:1 

Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have 

obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God, and our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

2 John 1 

The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and 

not I only, but also all they that have known the truth. 

 

 

Glory In The House 
 

Now the Glory has not left the House of God; no, the Glory has not left the 

Body of Christ. No, the Glory is there in you, beloved - to be revealed; to be 

revealed in the Face of Jesus Christ; to transform your soul, my soul, our soul 

into the very image of Him; transformed by His Nature, His Character. It is 

the very substance of His Spirit, so that you and I as His House, His Body, 

His Church may be in every place the savour of Himself. Oh yes, that we may 

bring Christ where He Himself would come.  No, I am not against churches, 

or The Church. I simply define that glorious reality, called the Church, in the 

Person of Jesus Christ Himself, and there can be no substitutes for this reality.  

God simply will not have it. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. 
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Ephesians 3:10 

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 

might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God. 

 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
 

Matthew 16:13-19, “When Jesus came to the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  And 

they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, 

Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I 

am?  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 

living God. And Jesus  answered and said, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: 

for  flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in 

heaven.”  Here is the statement: “ And I say unto thee, That thou art Peter, 

and upon this rock, (this revelation of Me which can only be given of My 

Father and the only revelation that My Father has to give. For in Me He doth 

say all things: upon this foundation, not a man) I will build my church, and 

(against that which stands in Me and in the revealing of Me), the very gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys, (the 

understanding) of the Kingdom of Heaven: and (so that you will know the 

things that are in the heavens and you will know that) whatsoever thou shalt 

bind on earth shall be (those things) bound in heaven: and whatsoever is 

loosed on earth shall be (those things) loosed in heaven.” You will know that 

whatsoever is bound in heaven you bind in the earth, and whatsoever is 

loosed in the heavens, you loose it in the earth. That, in fact, you live on earth 

as you are in heaven; you speak on earth the truth as it is in heaven; you 

declare on earth the reality that is in heaven.  Oh yes, that’s what He is really 

saying here, search it out for yourself. 

 

References: 

Luke 11:2 

And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so 

in earth. 

 

Ephesians 4:1, 11, 12, 17, 21 

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 

vocation wherewith ye are called…And he gave some, apostles, and some, 

prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the 
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perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 

body of Christ…This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye 

henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind…If so 

be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in 

Jesus. 

 

John 10:14, 15; 21:16, 17 

I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the 

Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the 

sheep…He saith unto him, Feed my sheep…And he said unto him, Lord, thou 

knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed 

my sheep. 

 

1 Peter 2:2 

As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 

thereby. 

 

Philippians 3:10 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of 

his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 

 

  

The Church – A Heavenly Instrument 
 

Moreover, this is the instrument that the Church is to be upon the earth: a 

heavenly instrument manifesting the reality of Christ upon the earth, not a 

pitiful substitute “waiting to die and go be with Jesus”. No, dear friends, that 

is man’s idea.  The work of ministry is not to “set up” The Church. The true 

ministry given of Christ to His Church through the various functions that He 

has given, is not to set up churches (understand my term now?).  Rather to 

feed all who are drawn to Christ; yes, to feed. Should not My Shepherds feed 

My sheep?  The true work of the ministry is to the building up, the edifying of 

the Body of Jesus Christ that it come to a full and complete measure of the 

knowledge of HIM to the glory of the Father in earth as in heaven. “Till we 

all come in one faith, the knowledge of the Son of God, a man full grown, 

measured by the stature of the fullness of Jesus Christ, Himself.” (Ephesians 

4:13)  May the Lord give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and a heart with no 

other hunger but to know Him. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
 

 

THE PERSON OF CHRIST 

 

 
The Church’s Oneness With Christ 

 
Let us consider together the Church and its oneness with Christ. I know 

certainly the goal of these sharings, and the purpose of the Holy Spirit is that 

you and I might come to realize our union with Christ; indeed our oneness 

with Christ. Certainly not that we are The Christ; but our oneness with Him; 

the inseparability of our union pertaining to Life, for He and He alone is our 

Life.  I know so many say ‘yes, amen’, and agree with the statement; but how 

many believers truly understand that we have no life but Christ? This is both 

the reality and the glory of our Salvation. On the one hand the reality is that it 

is not I, but Christ who liveth in me. Paul states in Galatians 2:20, “I am 

crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 

and the life which I now live in the flesh (that you see and hear), I live by the 

faith of the Son of God.” In other words, I live in the knowledge of the Son of 

God, in the reality that He and He alone liveth in me.  That is on the one 

hand: on the other hand - the Glory, the Glory that is Christ in you. This is the 

reason I believe Paul uses the term “nevertheless”. He is saying; "I am 

crucified with Christ; nevertheless…” I live…in other words - nonetheless, 

nonetheless, I have lost nothing of life; I have gained everything of life! 

Coming to the Cross where I cease; coming to the Cross where I am crucified, 

I am joined with Him in His Death. Nonetheless, I have lost nothing in this. 

This is what he is trying to say here. 

 

References: 

John 14:20 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

 

John 17:21 

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 

also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
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Colossians 3:4 

When Christ, who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 

in glory. 

 

 

Glory In You 

 
In Romans 8:18, Paul says, “ I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 

are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

And in Colossians 1:27 he is identifying Christ as the very Person and 

Substance of that glory, “…Christ in you, the hope of glory”, referring to 

Israel’s hope now fulfilled in the Church, now fulfilled in the believer – 

CHRIST IN YOU.  So there is that realization that it is not I; but that more 

glorious realization that it is Christ Himself. Oh friend, if you and I could just 

come to realize that what we have is not merely something given of Christ, 

and how rich and how great even that would be: but it is much more than that! 

What we have, the Salvation to which we have come, the birth by which we 

have been born from above is not something simply given of Christ; but it is 

Christ Himself - Christ Himself living in us!  I want us to focus our attention 

upon that reality as we search the scripture together with regard to the 

Oneness of the Church with Christ.  The theme of this lesson is THE 

PERSON OF CHRIST, or CHRIST IN HIS VERY PERSON.  Let your heart 

be open, let the Holy Spirit minister to our hearts, and anoint our eyes that we 

may see Christ beyond ourselves; that we may see Him in a way that we have 

not understood Him in our relationship with Him up to now. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 3:8 

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 

should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.  

 

John 3:3 

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 

man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

 

1 Peter 1:23 

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 

God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
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Ephesians 1:17,18 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you 

the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your 

understanding being enlightened: that ye may know what is the hope of his 

calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. 

 

 

The Three Day Event 

 
In a very general way we are going to be dealing with John 14 and John 17. 

These two chapters should be read together and understood together. John 14 

is where Christ is speaking to His disciples that He has called and chosen. In 

John 17 He is relaying these same things in a conversation with His Father 

which is truly ‘The Lord’s Prayer’. In John 14:1-3 Jesus says to His disciples; 

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In My 

Father’s house are many mansions…” That is, many places of abode, many 

abiding places indicating that the Father’s house is large enough for all. “If it 

were not so I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, (more over or anew) I will come and receive you 

unto myself; that where I am, you may be also.”  Verse 6, “…I am the way, 

the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me.”  Verse 19, 

“Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I 

live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, and 

ye in me, and I in you.” This whole chapter revolves around this three-day 

event of His Death, His Burial, and His Resurrection for it is in His 

resurrection that He does come and receives them unto Himself (I am not 

talking about just the 40 days). No, the 40 days are a prelude to the Day of 

Pentecost where He not only receives them and gathers them unto Himself in 

a new way; in newness, because the thought here is, in newness I will come.  

 

References: 

Matthew 16:21; 17:22,23 

From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples how that he must 

go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and 

scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day…And while they 

abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into 

the hands of men: And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised 

again. And they were exceeding sorry. 
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John 2:19 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

will raise it up. 

 

Acts 1:3 

To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible 

proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to 

the kingdom of God. 

 

 

Coming In Newness 

 
Moreover in newness I will come.  Not as I have done in the flesh, not as you 

have gathered around Me at the table even or in the boat or in the houses or 

by the waysides. No, in that form I will leave you. I must go away; 

moreover, in newness I will come and receive you unto Myself. Not only that, 

but because of My coming and receiving you unto Myself, you will 

understand (that is), you will see Me. You will see Me, the world will not see 

Me, but YOU will see Me. ‘At that Day you will know I am in My Father, 

you will know that you are in Me: that you have been received in unto 

Myself, and that I am in you.’ (John 14:20) Oh, yes, hallelujah! There is 

nothing futuristic about this beyond the Day of Pentecost - not at all.  It is 

about His Death, His Burial, His Resurrection; and His Resurrection is with 

purpose, for it is here in the Resurrection that He is given a New Body in 

which to Live.  It is here that He brings forth, out from among the dead of the 

old body (Old Covenant Israel), a New Body, a New Tabernacle, a New 

Temple, a New Creation in which He Himself liveth; of which He Himself is 

the Life; where He lives. Oh hallelujah! 

 

References: 

John 16:17 

Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that he saith 

unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and 

ye shall see me; and, Because I go to the Father? 

 

Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
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2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

 

He Left His Glory 
 

Now in direct reference to John 14:20, we read in John 17:5 where Jesus says, 

“And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which 

I had with thee before the world was.”  It is that glory that He left 

momentarily, for a short period of time.  The Bible says He became lower for 

a little while than the messengers. For that brief period of time He left that 

glory, He took upon Himself the old - the old humanity. “ And being found in 

fashion as a man, He humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even 

the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him…” 

(Philippians 2:8,9) Oh yes. Here is this exaltation for which His heart is 

longing; for you see He will not enter into that glory again alone; but shall 

bring many brethren with Him. He shall bring forth His Body, The Church 

into that very glory, into that very relationship that is purposed of God, in 

Christ and for Christ before the foundation of the world, before the world 

was. Therefore, He left momentarily that glory, that upon His return He may 

indeed bring forth a great gift. He, the firstfruit may bring forth a great 

harvest and present it, The Church as Himself unto His Father.  That is what 

this is all about (if you can hear this, here we see the dying Seed bringing unto 

glory, bringing unto the Father of Glory; Fruit, more Fruit, and much Fruit. In 

Him the Father is well pleased). 

 

References: 

Hebrews 2:9,10 

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of 

God should taste death for every man. For it became him, for whom are all 

things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make 

the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

 

Philippians 2:6,7 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 

and was made in the likeness of men. 
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Ephesians 1:4 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in love. 

 

Ephesians 5:27 

That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot or 

wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:23 

But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are 

Christ’s at his coming. 

 

 

Witness to the World 

 
After describing those of whom He is speaking, in verse 21 then He says, 

“That they all may be one…” All of these of whom He is speaking. In verse 

14 He says, “ I have given them thy word.”  In verse 20 He says, “Neither 

pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through 

their Word.” And that includes you and that includes me and that includes 

every born again believer from that time to this and beyond this time: the 

harvest of the first fruit, which Christ Himself is. “That they all may be 

one…” I must ask you to make great note of that - BE ONE. That they all 

may be One. One - The Body of One, the expression of One, The Person of 

One. “…as thou, Father, art in me and I in thee, that they also may be one in 

us..”.  Remember what He told them? “You shall know that I am in My 

Father, and that you are in Me, and that I am in you.” (John 14:20) “…that 

they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent 

me.” Now, this is not some futuristic statement, to come to its fullness after 

the world has disintegrated and blown up according to the teaching of many 

futurists. My point is that this is for a witness to the world; this is the reality 

of the Church here and now. Paul speaks of this reality in Ephesians 3:21, 

“Unto him be glory in the church by Jesus Christ throughout all ages, world 

without end.” Unto Him be glory, unto Him be glory in the Church by Jesus 

Christ. Note the phrase, “in the church” and “by Jesus Christ”. It is the Father 

of Glory revealing the Son of Glory Who is Himself the Glory of the Father 

“unto Him be Glory IN the Church.” 
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References: 

James 5:7 

Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the 

husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long 

patience for it, until he receive the early and the latter rain. 

 

Acts 1:8 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 

ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

 

Ephesians 3:10 

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 

might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God. 

 

 

Glory 
 

What is that glory?  It is the glory of divine relationship; it is the glory of 

divine relationship whereby He is in His Father, and we are in Him, and He is 

in us. “That they all may be one: as thou, Father, art in me and I in thee, that 

they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent 

me.” That the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. In our last lesson we 

saw that the disciples went out and presented Christ.  They went into every 

place that He Himself would come.  We don’t go out to set up things called 

“churches”. We don’t go out to set up buildings or organizations or groups 

called “churches”.  We go into every place where He Himself would come, 

and there those who have a heart turned to see Him are drawn together unto 

Him. And if the result of that is the Church (in that place), then it is with 

purpose; because the purpose of the Church wherever it is found is to give 

expression to the Person of Him. “…that the world may believe that thou hast 

sent me”.  Hallelujah! It is to bring Christ into the midst; it is to bring Christ 

into the place. It is not to go there and merely talk about Him.  It is to bring 

Christ into the place, and unto Him is the gathering of the people. It is to 

bring Him.  But you see, you have to go wherever you go or to whatever 

place you go with understanding of divine relationship, or else you just go 

there and do things. You will go there and talk about Jesus. You will talk 

about Jesus when He walked on the water. You will talk about Jesus when He 

fed the multitudes, or you will talk about Jesus when He healed the sick. You 
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will talk about Jesus according to dispensationalist theories as He will “come 

again”; how He is going to be in eternity and what He is going to do. 

 

References: 

Luke 10:1 

After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two 

and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would 

come. 

 

Genesis 49:10 

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his 

feet, until Shiloh come: and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 

 

John 6:11, 26 

And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to 

the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the 

fishes as much as they would…Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did 

eat of the loaves, and were filled. 

 

Luke 17:12, 14 

And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were 

lepers, which stood afar off… And when he saw them, he said unto them. Go 

shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they 

were cleansed. 

 

 

The Church is the Presencing of Christ 

 
No, it is none of that. That is not the Church, that is not ministry. No it isn’t. 

No, the Church is the Presencing of Christ. The functions that Christ has 

given to the Church is to build up the Church in the Presencing of Christ; that 

the Church itself, the Body itself become everywhere and at all times The 

Presencing of Christ.  For everywhere it gathers, whether it gathers by 2’s, by 

3’s or by 1000’s, is for the Presencing of Christ. “That the world may believe 

that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; 

that they may be one even as we are one.”(John 17:21,22) I have given them 

the glory that they may be One: not that they might become One someday. 

No, the glory that they may be, that their being may be One, in One, through 
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One - One Himself. Jesus is saying I have brought them into the place out 

from which I came to get them, and I have returned with them. Oh, my 

goodness, if you and I could just get a hold of that! The whole secular church 

world say they are looking for a “returning”, but look at this. They are 

looking for a returning to the earth.  I want to tell you that there was a time 

when all of Heaven was looking for a return; all of Heaven was looking for a 

returning.  The One that went out, the One who thought it not robbery to be 

equal with God, the One who divested Himself of that very glory went out.  

 

References: 

Ephesians 4:11,12,15 

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 

some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 

the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ…But speaking the truth in 

love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

John 3:13 

And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, 

even the Son of man which is in heaven. 

 

Philippians 2:6 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God. 

 

 

Purpose 

 
However, He did not just go out. He was sent forth: He did not go out without 

purpose. He did not go out as one cast out. No, He went forth with purpose, in 

purpose and in covenant He went forth; He left for a period of time. He did, 

He did go out. But He went out in promise, He went out in purpose, He went 

out in divine covenant, oh yes. Now we have been reading how the purpose 

for His going out had come to hand.  First, He told His disciples about it. 

Then He talked to His Father about it. ‘The time is come, the time is at hand; 

the reason for which I have gone out has come; the time of My returning is at 

hand.  Moreover, I am going to return to the exact reality, to the exact glory, 
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to the exact relationship out from whence I came; but I am returning with 

Divine Purpose.  The purpose is to bring out from among the dead all those 

who hear My Voice, to bring sons unto glory, to present My Body, the 

Church as Myself.’ Oh, it overwhelms me.  But you see that is “the return” 

that I get excited about, because that is a returning with Divine Purpose! It is 

of this returning that so few seem to have any understanding of at all, 

because most Christians in secular Christianity are still waiting and looking to 

go to some place similar to that, some place like that. Oh my, having no 

understanding of what Christ accomplished in His Death, Burial, and 

Resurrection. Not understanding that: In Christ we are come unto Mount 

Zion, the City of the Living God, the New Jerusalem by the Blood of Jesus.  

He has taken His Church unto Himself: “Where I Am ye may be also”. 

Beloved, we are in Christ NOW! 

 

References: 

Ephesians 3:11 

According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

John 12:23,27; 18:37 

And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man 

should be glorified…Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, 

save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour…Pilate 

therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest 

that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the 

world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth 

heareth my voice. 

 

Hebrews 2:10 

For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 

bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect 

through sufferings 

 

. 

The Cross – A Failure? 

 
It is as though secular Christianity would have us to believe that the whole 

Cross was a failure. Yes, that it was a failure. For if it failed in any point, then 

it had to be a failure in all points. A failure had He came out and returned 

empty having nothing to present to the Father, nothing to wave, nothing to 
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gather unto Himself, nothing to bring with Him into the portals of glory - 

nothing, nothing with which to fill the Father’s House. They would have us to 

believe that all of that for some inexplicable reason has been put on hold. I 

ask why? What would be the purpose of putting such a Salvation on hold?  

What would be the purpose of such a One coming and dying, and going into 

the pits of hell and death and the grave, and coming forth in the resurrection 

and then put everything on hold?  And go back, as it were, back into the glory 

of His Father empty - empty handed. Yet, that is the picture that secular 

Christianity is preaching; but it does not agree with John 14 or John 17, or 

any of the other verses that we are going to be looking at in the course of this 

meditation.  Still reading in John 17:23, “I in them, and thou in me that…”. 

See, all of this is with purpose. Look at the word “that”: verse 21, “that”; 

verse 22 the same thing, “that”; verse 23; “I in them and thou in me that - that 

they…”  

 

References: 

Exodus 29:24 

And thou shalt put all in the hands of Aaron, and in the hands of his sons; and 

shalt wave them for a wave-offering before the Lord. 

 

Leviticus 7:30 

His own hands shall bring the offerings of the Lord made by fire, the fat with 

the breast it shall he bring, that the breast may be waved for a wave-offering 

before the Lord. 

 

Exodus 34:26 

The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring unto the house of the 

Lord thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother’s milk. 

 

 

All Purposed For The Church 

 
Friend, it is all purposed for His Body, The Church. “…that they may be 

made perfect, (that is full and complete) in One.”  The One is Christ: full and 

complete in Him.  Paul says in Colossians 1:9, 10, “For in him dwelleth all 

the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in Him…” This is 

His prayer, Paul says His prayer was answered, not put on hold: it was 

answered. “…and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast 

loved them, as thou hast loved me.” Christ the Church, Christ and His Body, 
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The Body of One!  Look at that: “that Thou hast loved Me and hast loved 

them as Thou hast loved Me.” Hallelujah! Verse 24, “Father, I will that they 

also, whom thou hast given me, be with Me where I am.”  Back to His 

promise in John 14:  “…that they may behold my glory.” Oh, Paul is talking 

about that very thing in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “Beholding with an open face…” 

That is the old veil of Judaism, the old veil of the old man, the veil of the 

Law, self condemnation and self effort; that veil of flesh. “Beholding with an 

open face, (an unveiled face) the glory of the Lord, we are changed into that 

very same image…” we are changed from the old glory of the first 

administration to the glory of the new administration; the glory of the Old 

Covenant to the glory of the New Covenant; the glory of Moses to the glory 

of Christ, the unfading Glory. 

 

References: 

John 14:3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 

unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. 

                     

Romans 13:12 

The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 

darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 

     

1 Corinthians 15:53-54 

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 

immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 

mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 

that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 

     

Galatians 3:27-28 

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 

male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
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Ephesians 4:22-24 

That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is 

corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your 

mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in 

righteousness and true holiness. 

  

Colossians 3:9-14 

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image 

of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision 

nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and 

in all. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 

mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing 

one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 

any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put 

on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 

 

 

Glory Shines in Our Hearts 
 

You see, there was this glory upon the face of Moses that could transform no 

one; but the glory beheld in the Face of Jesus Christ changes, transforms all 

who behold His glory in such a way.  Please don’t try to tell me that there is 

any possibility in the scripture of that referring to a futuristic state of being. 

No, it is futuristic only in that it is so now and shall always be so, for it is an 

eternal state of being.  Oh yes, Paul continues in 2 Corinthians the third 

chapter, and then in 2 Corinthians 4:6 he sums up his references to the 

Tabernacle, to Moses, to a fading glory and the vail. He is saying, here is 

where all these types and shadows come to their reality. Here is that to which 

they pointed. “God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 

(now) shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 

God in the face of Jesus Christ.” We should read 2 Corinthians 3, 4 and 5 

together. The theme is the same. It is all about the Oneness of Christ and His 

Church.  Hallelujah! The Church is His Person. Now you just think about 

that: THE CHURCH IS HIS PERSON. 
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References: 

Exodus 34:29 

And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two 

tables of testimony in Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mount, that 

Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with them. 

 

Ephesians 3:21 

Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 

without end. Amen. 

 

 

Born Again – Anew 

 
Now the gospel of John 3:3-7, This is the discussion with Nicodemus. “Jesus 

answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” The word “again” here, is 

anothen. “Anothen” means ‘from above, from the beginning, by implication 

anew, from the very first.’ It is indicating that this birth is as though nothing 

ever existed before it. If you are “born anew” it is as though you were never 

born of old. It is as though you were never born in the flesh, once you are 

born in the Spirit. The Cross has taken away the First and the Second is all 

together new! Oh, my, we should spend the rest of this lesson on this right 

here and not move away. This is a powerful word, if you really begin to look 

at it in the various definitions that are given to it: ‘from above, from the first, 

anew, from the very beginning; also ‘from the top’ means nothing before.  

Now, remember something Jesus said about Abraham when He said “Your 

father Abraham saw My day and rejoiced? And they said You are not even 

fifty years old. You are not even fifty, how did Abraham see your day? He 

said, well before Abraham was, I am.” (John 8:56-58) Oh hallelujah! Before 

you… let me just put it in its right grammar here: before JW was - I Am; 

before Tom was - I Am; before Mary was - I Am; before Judy was - I Am; 

before Jim was - I Am. Do you see what I am trying to say? So when we are 

“born anew”, when we are “born again” it is from the beginning: it is as 

though we never had another kind of birth, it predates being born of a woman.  

Do you see that? However, there are those misguided, mislead individuals 

who are trying to exalt themselves into the heavens and say that, we were 

there in the beginning with God. Well, that is the imagination of an egotistical 

Adamic mind! I do not have to be there in the beginning with God.  My very 

Life, the One Who lives in me, the very Living Spirit who lives in me - He 
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was there.  I am born from the beginning because the Beginning lives in me 

and He lives in you too.  Hallelujah! 

 

References: 

1Peter 1:23 

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 

God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 

 

John 3:13 

And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, 

even the Son of man which is in heaven. 

 

Revelation 1:8 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which 

is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 

 

 

Second Time – MUST 

 
Yes, well, “Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is 

old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

(John 3:4) You see we want to get this “second time”. Nicodemus talks about 

this second time.  Get rid of this business of a “second time.” People want to 

apply that to Hebrews 9:28: “…and unto them that look for Him, shall He 

appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” But the word “time” is 

not there in the original, because it isn’t referring to “time” but the second 

birth, a new birth. That is how He appears: He appears without sin and He 

appears as the Second Man Who is the fullness of Salvation, and that is the 

way we come to see Him. We come to know Him when He is revealed in us, 

and we realize that He who is before Abraham is in us. Hallelujah to the 

Lamb of the Living God! Oh my, look at the word “must” in John 3:7, 

“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.”  Note this word 

“must” please. You must be born again.  The word “must” here is a word that 

denotes absolute necessity. “Must” says that it is necessary, there is need of it, 

it is right and proper. It is necessity lying in the nature of the case; necessity 

brought on by circumstances or about the conduct of others, or by the conduct 

of others; necessity in reference to what is required to attain a particular end; 

a necessity of law and command of duty equity; necessity established by the 

counsel and decree of God, especially by that purpose of His which relates to 
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Salvation of men by the intervention of Christ and which is disclosed in the 

Old Testament prophecies concerning what Christ was destined finally to 

undergo - His Sufferings, Death and Glory. The word “must” is not simply 

you need to be, you ought to be, you should be. No, you MUST. It is 

necessary to Eternal Life, it is necessary to Life itself, it is necessary to New 

Creation status, it is necessary to being the Body of Jesus Christ. 

 

References: 

John 14:20 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

 

Colossians 3:4 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

 

John 17:3 

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, whom thou hast sent. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

 

One New Birth 

 
My Lord and My God we are not talking about births, we are talking about 

New Birth. Hear me: we are not talking about births as of men; we are talking 

about Birth as One New Birth. We are talking about being born of the 

beginning, from the beginning, as out from the beginning; because He Who is 

the beginning, He Who is before - lives in us. So we have to pay attention to 

“must” and “again” or “anew - from above”. Now 1 Peter 1:23 is talking 

about the same thing. Peter is speaking to those who have come to be born 

from above. “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible 

by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” The word 

“corruptible” simply means ‘decayed or perishable’. The word “incorruptible” 

means the exact opposite: ‘un-decaying in essence or continuance, un-

corruptible and immortal.’ It means that it is eternal: will not perish, cannot 

perish. Now notice how this is linked by Peter to our New Birth: being born 

again not …but…: not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible seed by the 
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word of God which liveth and abideth forever. Please note these words, “by 

the Word of God Who Liveth…” Life proceeding out from that which is 

Living. Our New Birth is not corruptible seed, not corruptible humanity, not 

the corruptible birth. Here again, “Before Abraham was…”(John 8:58) 

Abraham was, but I Am!  Abraham was corruptible - I Am Not. “Before 

Abraham was, I Am.”  Ye must be born from the beginning; you must be born 

from above. Why? “Being born again, not…” For our New Birth is not the 

seed which is corruptible: Adamic, mankind, perishing, not Eternal, not flesh; 

but Spirit - but incorruptible by The Word of God, that is the Logos of God, 

Christ Himself, Who liveth and abideth forever.  

 

References: 

John 1:13 

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man, but of God. 

 

Colossians 1:16-18 

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 

or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all 

things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the body, the 

church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 

might have the preeminence. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:18 

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 

seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not 

seen are eternal. 

 

John 1:1 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 

 

 

Corruptible/Incorruptible 

 
Now let’s put these words together. I want you to see something here. In John 

3, we saw the term “MUST”, and again here we see “NOT CORRUPTIBLE” 

but “INCORRUPTIBLE”. Now dealing with the same issue and the exact 
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same truth in 1 Corinthians 15:50 Paul says, “Now this I say, brethren, that 

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption 

inherit incorruption.” That is why you must be born again. This is what he is 

talking about here: corruptible – incorruptible, and he explains it. For this 

corruptible must be born from above: ye must be of the beginning. Here in 1 

Corinthians 15 Paul is contrasting the body of Old Covenant Israel, the 

natural body; to the Spiritual Body of New Covenant Israel, which is the 

Church, the Body of Jesus Christ Himself.  He is contrasting those two 

bodies. How do we come to be from one body to the other? You must be born 

again. “Being born again, not of corruptible but of incorruptible…” Paul then 

concludes in verse 53, “For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 

this mortal must put on immortality.” Again, he is not speaking of some future 

event involving dirt bodies, but rather he is speaking of you and me who were 

corruptible, coming from corruptible to incorruptible by the Seed of God who 

liveth and abideth for ever. Therefore, we who have borne the image of the 

first, are to bear the image of the second. Remember now, we have all of this 

in earthen vessels, and the power is not of the earthen vessel but is of God.  

The whole thing is in earthen vessels so that we cannot glory in flesh. Coming 

from corruptible to incorruptible is taking place in our very soul: our very 

soul experiencing an incorruptible birth by The Incorruptible Seed, by The 

Word who liveth and abideth forever. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 15:49 

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of 

the heavenly. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:7 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 

may be of God, and not of us. 

 

 

Understanding Your New Birth 

 
The whole conclusion of Paul is, that which is corruptible cannot inherit the 

Kingdom of God; that which is flesh and blood, that which is born of flesh 

and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God.  Jesus has already said it: “Ye 

must be born again.” Peter has already explained it: “Seeing that you are born 

again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible.” Paul is saying the same 
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thing; and therefore concludes by saying this is so. We must come from this 

one body into this other Body: we must come from Old Covenant Israel; we 

must come from under the Law of sin and death; we must make the transition 

from the body of the Old Covenant, from the body of the flesh, to the Body of 

Jesus Christ. How do you do that? By being born again of an incorruptible 

seed. Why? Because this corruption must put on incorruption; this mortal 

must put on immortality; you must be born from above. This the Law could 

not perform; this the Old Covenant could not achieve. “There is the natural 

body, there is the spiritual body.” (1 Corinthians 15:44) Jesus said, “Ye must 

be born of the Spirit.” (John 3:5) Hallelujah!  Do look at these three verses: 

spend some time here.  They are speaking of the same thing, yes, used upon 

different occasions. Paul is making this application between the two bodies: 

the body of the old man, and the Body of the New; the body of the Old 

Covenant, the natural body, that which is corruptible under the Law, trying to 

keep the Law; contrasted with the Spiritual Body, that which is born of the 

Spirit. And his reason for that is this corruptible must put on incorruptibility: 

this must take place. This mortal must put on immortality. How does it take 

place? By New Birth. Peter’s emphasis here is that it is The Seed: we are born 

of The Seed of God; not corruptible seed, but incorruptible Seed; not by the 

Law and commandments, by the Word of God who liveth and abideth 

forever. 

 

References: 

Romans 6:4 

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ 

was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 

should walk in newness of life. 

 

Philippians 3:21 

Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 

glorious body, according to his working whereby he is able even to subdue all 

things unto himself. 

 

Romans 8:3, 4 

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 

in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 

walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
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Hebrews 7:19; 10:1 

For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did: by 

the which we draw nigh unto God…For the law having a shadow of good 

things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those 

sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers 

thereunto perfect. 

 

 

Our Union With Christ 

 
Of what is all of this speaking? It is speaking toward and to our union with 

Christ. It starts with New Birth. It starts with being born again, born anew, 

born from above, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, for this 

corruptible must put on incorruptibility.  This mortal must put on, that is, 

must be clothed upon. Paul speaks particularly to this in 2 Corinthians 

chapters 3, and 4, and then bringing it into its full explanation in the fifth 

chapter. Beginning in 5:1, he is talking about the putting off of one house and 

the putting on of another; the putting off of the one, and the being clothed 

upon with the other. What is the end of that discourse? In verse 17, 

“Therefore if any man be in Chris, he is a new creation: old things are passed 

away; behold the new has come.” Why? For this corruption must put on 

incorruption, this mortal must put on immortality. Again when Paul was 

speaking to the Church in his letters he refers to this same truth. He says to 

them, because you are born again, because you are born of an incorruptible 

Seed, because Christ is in you, then in obedience to that, in obedience to the 

truth, put off the old man with his lusts, with his deeds, put ye off, reckon him 

to be dead; and put on the New Man which is created of God after His very 

own image. Yes, where there is a New Birth there must be a renewing of the 

mind; where there is a New Birth there must be a transforming of the soul. 

Where there is a New Birth there must be a coming, in our heart, from the 

first to the second; from the corruptible to the incorruptible; reckoning the one 

dead as it is; and the other alive as Christ is. Hallelujah!  

 

References: 

Colossians 3:9,10 

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image 

of him that created him. 
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Romans 6:11 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 

God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

The Mind Renewed 
 

Where there is a New Birth “from above”, there must be equally so a 

renewing of our mind “from above”. How is the mind renewed? It is renewed 

through the revealing of Christ in you. The mind is renewed looking into the 

Face of Him by whom and of whom we are born again.  Looking into the 

Face of Him who is our new beginning. The soul is transformed from the old 

into the reality of the New. Where we, in our hearts, in our souls, bore the 

identity of the old, now seeing that the old is dead (I am crucified with 

Christ), we bear the image, the identity of the New (not I but Christ liveth in 

me). Oh, what I am talking to you about is our union with Christ.  God hath 

given to Him a Body, a Body for His very Person. Just as a body was 

prepared for Him with reference to the first; “… a body hast thou prepared 

me.” (Hebrews 10:5) Yes, God prepared it in the womb of a virgin, that with 

that body He may gather up all the first, all of the old, and bring it to its 

completion in His death, that He may come forth in resurrection. God did not 

deny His Son a Body. He gave unto that Seed His own Body. You and I are 

born of incorruptible seed by the Word of God who liveth and abideth 

forever, and are by New Birth the very Body of Jesus Christ. The Body, 

which is incorruptible as to its birth, immortal as to its birth, that we would 

with the renewing of our mind, through the revealing of Jesus Christ, through 

the transforming of the soul, put off the corruptible and put on the 

incorruptible. Hallelujah!  

 

References: 

Romans 12:2 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 

will of God. 

 

Colossians 3:3,4 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 

our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
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Romans 8:29 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:38 

But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own 

body. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. 

     

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

The Church – Christ in His Person 

 
You must be born again because this corruptible must put on incorruptibility 

and this mortal must put on immortality.  Everything that we are as “born-

again ones”, as firstborn from among the dead is bound up with a Person - 

Christ in His Person. Hear this definition I am giving to you of the Church: 

Christ in His Person. Everything for which we were purposed and planned 

and called is chosen of God in Christ.  Our being, our life, our completeness 

is all bound up with and determined in a Person - the very Person of Christ. 

Not just Christ the Living and Life Giving Spirit; but Christ the Living 

Person. Christ is the Living Spirit, whether He lives in us or not. Our life, our 

purpose, our calling is bound up with Christ the Living Person, by that I 

mean, with Christ living in me, living in you. I mean Christ living in His 

Body; not as corruptible, but living in us as incorruptible; not living in us as 

an Adamic creation. Living in us as a New Creation made New by Him who 

says, “I make all things new”. Our entire existence and purpose in life is 

bound up with the Living Person. The Living Person is Christ in His Body 
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References: 

Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

Ephesians 1:4; 3:11 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in love…According to 

the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:45 

And so it is written, the first man Adam was made a living soul; the last 

Adam was made a quickening spirit. 
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CHAPTER NINE 
 

 

REGENERATION 
 

 

Relationship With a Person 
 

Aren’t you glad that our relationship is with a Person and not with a religion?  

Aren’t you glad that God did not simply speak words with regard to Salvation 

unto us as He did in the Old Covenant; but rather, sent forth His Word? He 

sent His Word in Whom dwelleth the fullness of Salvation, the fullness of 

God’s Eternal Thought, of God’s Eternal Plan and Purpose, which He 

purposed in Himself from before the foundation of the world. That Word is 

Christ, and that Word dwells in you; but not only did God send that Word - 

we are born again by that Word. Yes, “Being born again, not of corruptible 

seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God which liveth and abideth for 

ever.” (1 Peter 1:23) We are dealing with the series; CHRIST THE CHURCH 

and particularly in this lesson, we will continue with THE CHURCH HIS 

PERSON. “The Church, which is His Body, wherein dwelleth the fullness of 

Him who filleth all in all.” (Ephesians 1:22, 23) Hallelujah, The Body of His 

Person. 

 

References: 

John 1:1, 14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God…And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 

beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 

and truth. 

 

Colossians 2:9 

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 

 

Ephesians 1:4; 3:11 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should beholy and without blame before him in love…According to 

the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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Colossians 1:27 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

 

Three Days 

 
Let us look at some scripture just to bring our minds together. John 14:1, 

Jesus speaking to His disciples. “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 

God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many places of abode: if it 

were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” I would 

just like to say, He has not been 2,000 years doing that. No, that trip was the 

summation of 3 days: His death, His burial, His resurrection.  Do we not 

understand that? Allow the Spirit of God to bring these three days to their 

summit, to their summation, to their comprehensive end in the Person of the 

Lord Jesus. So that as Christ, that very Person, is revealed in us we come to 

experience the reality of those three days in Him. We experience with Him 

and in Him, His death, His burial, His resurrection. We begin to live as the 

very resurrected Body of the Lord Jesus Christ, growing up into Him who is 

the Head in all things.  Could we not do that?  Could we not understand that 

the whole history of Israel is bound up with three days? Now, I cannot take 

this lesson to go into that one aspect, but the whole history of Israel, from 

start to finish is summed up in three days. I mean from the start of Israel even 

from the promise of Israel given to Abraham, unto the very last feast of Israel 

at the crucifixion of Christ. Do you understand what I have just said? The 

First Feast (Passover) has become the Last Feast and The Last Feast 

(Tabernacles) has become the First. The First is Last; The Last is First, Three 

Feasts the Three Feast Days are summed up in this ONE. From start to finish, 

the history of Israel is summed up in THREE days. 

 

References: 

John 2:19 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

will raise it up. 

 

Romans 6:4 

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ 

was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 

should walk in newness of life.  
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Ephesians 4:15 

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is 

the head, even Christ. 

 

John 13:1 

Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was 

come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his 

own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 

 

Deuteronomy 16:16 

Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the Lord thy God in 

the place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the 

feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear 

before the Lord empty. 

 

Genesis 12:1,2 

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 

kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee. And I 

will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 

great: and thou shalt be a blessing. 

 

 

Where I Am 

 
Their feasts were dedicated to 3 days: His death, His burial, His resurrection.  

You cannot make six days out of that, you cannot make seven days or eight 

days. No, THREE days. “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again…” That is, I will come in Newness. “…and receive you unto myself, 

that…” So that, here is the purpose of it: here is the purpose of My going and 

here is the purpose of My coming anew; here is the purpose for which I am 

with you now. “ … that where I am, ye may be also.” And to that He says; “I 

am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by 

me.” (John 14:6) And it is unto the Father that we come by the Lord Jesus 

Christ: not to someone’s imagination with regard to a location. It is into a 

relationship that we are brought.  Well, you say we are going to a city. No, 

you are the City of God wherein He dwells. When will we ever get a hold of 

that? We are by “going to a city” like so many secular Christians are “by 

going to Church”. No, you are come unto the Lord Jesus Christ and therefore 
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you are the Church. You are the City of God wherein God dwells in all the 

fullness of Himself, for purpose of manifestation of that fullness in all the 

Church. Oh, you are that, you are that! The issue here is no man cometh unto 

the Father: to fellowship with the Father; no man cometh to the Father but by 

Me; I am the way, I am the truth, I am the life. Then He speaks in verse 19 

and 20; “Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more, but ye see me: 

because I live, ye shall live also.  At that day ye shall know I am in my Father, 

ye are in me, and I in you.” 

 

References: 

Hebrews 12:22-24 

But ye are come unto mount sion and unto the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the 

general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, 

and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, And 

to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 

speaketh better things than of Abel. 

 

Revelation 21:2,3 

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 

heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great 

voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 

will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 

with them, and be their God. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:16 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

 

Work of The Lord Fulfilled 

 
 There is no way that we or that anyone can extend that verse; the meaning of 

that verse, and the fulfillment of that verse hundreds and thousands of years 
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into the future, or even beyond the work of which Jesus is speaking here in 

this chapter 14, which is His coming in the Spirit. There is no way that you 

can extend it beyond that and be theologically sound. Now I ask you, and 

please hear my heart in this; I ask you to, search with me, but take your search 

into the scripture before the Lord by His Spirit, and reason. Is everything of 

the Work of the Lord in the Old Covenant and the fulfillment of that in the 

New - is it to simply get you and me to a “Spiritual Disneyland?” On the 

other hand, is it to fulfill the heart and desire of the Father for fellowship with 

a Creation made without hands; that His Son should have a Body; yes a 

Temple, a City, “according to the good pleasure of the Father”?  All the types 

and shadows are of that - whether it is the Tabernacle or the Temple, because 

the Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of Solomon cannot simply be types 

of a structure. No, look at the order of the furniture, look at the order of the 

Priesthood, look at the order of the Levites, the Firstborn of God, look at the 

order of the offerings. We must understand a relationship is being talked 

about here: an approach into the Presence of God is being talking about here. 

We are not talking about some kind of a structure physically, spiritually or 

any other way. And the fulfillment to which Christ brings all things is not that 

God would have a mansion, or that you would have a mansion in the sense of 

a structure; but that God would dwell in you and that you by virtue of that 

union would dwell in Him; and all of this accomplished through the Person of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

References: 

Matthew 5:17, 18 

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to 

destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 

jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

 

Ephesians 1:9, 11, 12 

Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 

pleasure which he hath purposed in himself…In whom also we have obtained 

an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who 

worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the 

praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

 

Hebrews 9:24; 10:19 

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 

figures of the true: but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
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God for us…Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by 

the blood of Jesus, 

 

 

Relationship Gives Expression 

 
 Look at the references of relationship that is given to that. “…the Church, 

which is His Body…, (Ephesians 1:23) Does not “Body” suggest relationship? 

The Church, which is called Bride and Wife - does that not suggest 

relationship? Even City of God, where dwelleth the Throne - is that not 

relationship? Yes, it is, and the purpose of relationship is that He might have 

expression. Now it is the Church, His Body that gives Him that expression.  

You and I ought to think about that, for it is by His choosing that the Church, 

His Body is to give Him that expression. No wonder Paul dedicates every 

single one of his epistles to Christ being revealed in you and you, The 

Church, His Body. Christ in corporate form, “that the Body of Christ would 

grow up into Him who is the Head,…” (Ephesians 4:15) “would come to 

know Him” (Ephesians 1:18); “would be fitly joined together…” (Ephesians 

2:21), unto giving Him expression in all things. Read your epistles and show 

me something else there: show me something other than the gospel to the 

Church. Paul prays that the Church may be transformed inwardly into the 

very image of Christ, that that nature and character and fullness which He is 

would have unhindered and unlimited expression.  We are talking about the 

Church, His Person; we are talking about the Body of His Person. 

 

References: 

Revelation 21:2, 9-11 

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 

heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband…And there came unto 

me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last 

plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, 

the Lamb’s wife. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high 

mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out 

of heaven from God. 

 

Revelation 4:9, 10 

And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on 

the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, the four and twenty elders fall down 
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before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and 

ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 

 

Revelation 22:3 

And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb 

shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him. 

 

Ephesians 3:10 

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 

might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God. 

 

Romans 8:29 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

 

Father, The Hour Is Come 

 
One more reference here in John 17. You know that the narrative that began 

in John 14 is summed up, brought to its summation here in John 17. In verse 

4, “I have glorified thee on the earth.” The Lord Jesus is speaking to the 

Father. “Father the hour is come…” (John 17:1) Oh my, hang on to that. 

“Father the hour is come.” Then in John 12:23, He has said, “The hour is 

come, that the Son of man should be…” What? Glorified! Glorified, for you 

see He was going to His death, and He was going to His burial. But He was 

going to His Glorification also! You cannot separate Christ being glorified 

from His Death, His Burial, and His Resurrection. He did not die and go into 

the tomb and then come forth in resurrection to wait for 2,000 years or 3,000 

years or 10,000 years or 10 Billions years to be glorified. Not at all - no sir. 

The prophets prophesied the same thing.  They did not separate His 

Sufferings and His Glory by a period of time. No, they did not. They 

understood that His sufferings would be purposed for His glorying, and that 

the two were joined inseparably together. Paul preaches this the same way 

when he tells you and me that except we enter into His sufferings we shall not 

be with Him in glory. However, the carnal minded of secular Christianity and 

of Godless, yes Godless dispensationalism wants to separate the sufferings 

from the glory. I guess so that there could be 2,000 years of sufferings, or 

3,000 years of sufferings getting people worthy for the glory; but that is not 

the picture at all.  
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References: 

John 8:39 

They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus said unto 

them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 

 

Luke 24:25, 26 

Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 

enter into his glory? 

 

1 Peter 1:10, 11 

Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who 

prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what 

manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it 

testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 

 

Romans 8:17 

And if children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 

that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

 

 

Sufferings/Glory 

 
You are never worthy of the glory; and the sufferings mentioned are not 

temporal kinds of sufferings.  It is the suffering of our union with Him in His 

Death that releases you and me into His glory. As it is with Him, so it is with 

those that are His: the one releases you to another. You need to re-examine 

the scripture, beloved. Secular Christianity needs to read the scripture and quit 

reading fictional books about fictional events. You and I need to search the 

scripture and allow the Spirit of God to call our attention to the reality of 

Christ that is there: that is there if we will simply turn our hearts to see Him.  I 

will tell you something.  One good, genuine revealing of Christ in you will 

settle your question concerning the doctrine of dispensationalism once and for 

all! I did not say it would make you a theological genius or a Bible scholar, I 

said it would settle your troubled soul; it will settle your questioning. I did not 

say it would answer all of your legitimate questions. You get those answered 

in searching the scriptures; you get those answered in seeing Christ. Christ 

brings those things together in Himself; but it will settle the questioning of 
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Him, it will settle the questioning of your mind concerning the reality that is 

in you. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 2:9, 10 

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of 

God should taste death for every man. For it became him, for whom are all 

things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make 

the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

 

Romans 8:19 

For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of 

the sons of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:16, 18 

Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away…But 

we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. 

 

Ephesians 1:10 

That in the dispensation of the fulness of time he might gather together in one 

all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even 

in him. 

 

 

Absoluteness of Reality – His Appearing 

 
There are so many that still have a question with regard to the absoluteness of 

that reality. I am not saying they are questioning their Salvation, and I am not 

talking about their asking questions in the scriptures. I have questions in the 

scriptures. I mean they have a question in their heart concerning absoluteness. 

It always comes to that question, and someone will try to tell me, ‘well 

brother I just do not understand this scripture and I do not understand that 

scripture.’ Well that may be true, but I know that in most cases that is not the 

problem; that is not where the real question is. The real question is concerning 

the absoluteness of the reality of Christ in you, and there is only one thing that 

will settle that question, and that is His appearing. Oh, the Power of HIS 
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APPEARING! The Father revealing His Son will settle that question forever, 

and that Son will become the Light by which you, from that point on, read, 

and examine the scripture. I am urging you as I have never urged you before. 

Oh, I may have said the words, but as never before it is my heart to impress 

upon you the absolute necessity of the revealing of Christ in you. The 

absolute necessity of Christ appearing. I am in a search just now for my own 

soul’s sake with regard to “the appearing of Christ” and I am gathering into it 

all the words and all the definitions. Oh yes, all of that, but even doing all of 

that without seeing Him is an exercise in futility. My search is to see Him.  

Unto spiritual Life, it is necessary. Unto peace, joy, love, comfort, assurance, 

it is necessary. Unto the Father having in you that expression of His Son, it is 

necessary. 

 

References: 

Romans 6:3 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 

baptized into his death? 

 

Colossians 3:4 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 

in glory. 

 

Galatians 1:15, 16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and 

called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1 

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

by our gathering together unto him. 

 

 

The Necessity of Christ Being Revealed In You 
 

It is necessary that Christ be revealed in you. It is necessary that there be an 

appearing of Him. Yes, continual, because one of the words translating that 

word ‘appearing’ is ‘light’. And light must be continual, but light also must 

begin. I am urging you; I am urging you to fall as it were upon your face 

before the Lord and say; ‘Oh Father God, settle the question in my soul once 

and for all: settle the question: reveal your Son in me. I can guarantee you if 
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you will go before the Lord with a pure heart in the way that I have just 

suggested; a heart that is true to the desire of His Appearing, God in great joy 

will reveal His Son in you. And that question will be answered, and when that 

question that nags at you, that disturbs you, that causes you to 

doubt…DOUBT is answered in the Face of Jesus Christ wherein shineth the 

Light of the knowledge of the Glory of God. When that is answered then your 

scriptural questionings, the questions concerning scripture will begin to be 

answered one by one by one by one; because you will have a whole new 

perspective birthed in you by the Spirit. Oh, I am telling you the truth. 

 

References: 

2 Peter 1:2, 3, 7 

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and 

of Jesus our Lord. According as his divine power hath given unto us all things 

that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath 

called us to glory and virtue. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:12 

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of 

God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

 

 

Revealing In Every Member 

 
There is no point in me sitting here in these lessons, or any other format and 

talking to you about the Body, which is the Person of Him, without telling 

you that it is necessary that that very Body, through every member that is in 

it, come to the revealing of Christ. We must come to the appearing of Christ 

because until you, and until I have Christ revealed in us, there is nothing real 

about our being His Body. It is just a teaching and it can be doubted and it 

will be doubted; and it will be questioned. No, not that we are His Body from 

only a theological standpoint, or from a religious standpoint. No, that will not 

be questioned, but that we are His Body in whom Christ, in all of His 

absoluteness, dwells. That will be questioned. And it will be questioned until 
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He appears, until He is revealed and begins to fill your soul with the light of 

the knowledge of the glory of God. Hallelujah! “And now, O Father, glorify 

thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the 

world was.” (John 17:5) Why would He want that? Verse 21, “That they all 

may be one; as thou, Father art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 

in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory…” We 

just read about it. “And the glory...”. See, this glory - Thine own self, with 

thine own Self. It is relationship with the Father. This is the desire here of the 

Son: but His desire goes beyond that - that you and I be brought into that 

relationship through Him; that we be one with Him even as He is one with the 

Father. We are not talking about our deity here: we are talking about His 

Deity finding absoluteness of expression in His Body. We are talking about 

His very Spirit filling our very soul; we are talking about Him having 

expression in His Body in the earth. That the world may know that, Thou hast 

loved them as Thou has loved Me. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 12:12, 27 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that 

one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 

 

Ephesians 1:22, 23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 

things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

Numbers 14:21 

But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord. 

 

Habakkuk 2:14 

For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as 

the waters cover the sea. 

 

 

Glory – ONE – In The Earth 
 

“And the glory which thou gavest me I have given to them…” What is that? 

“That they may be ONE…” - One body, One faith, One Lord, One baptism 

“…even as we are.” He is not talking about some kind of a natural 

association, but a divine spiritual union. “I in them, and thou in me, that they 

may be made complete, full, complete in one…” The One is Christ. “And that 
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the world may know that thou hast sent me.” See, the One is Christ. The 

Church is to be the Presencing of Him in the earth – NOW. What He is saying 

here is, that they may know me and see my glory and know that they are One. 

Not that they might become One someday. No, I have given them the glory 

that they may be: that their being may be One and in One, through One - One, 

Himself. I have brought them into the place out from whence I came to get 

them. Listen to this: and I have returned with them. Oh, my: if you and I 

could just get a hold of that! 

 

References: 

Ephesians 4:4-6 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 

calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is 

above all, and through all, and in you all. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

 

A Returning 

 
The entire secular Church - if they could just get a hold of that; because that 

whole Church says that they are looking for a returning. But look at this: they 

are looking for a returning to earth. I want to tell you that there was a time 

when all of Heaven was looking for a return, all of Heaven was looking for a 

returning. The One that went out, the One who thought it not robbery to be 

equal with God, the One who divested Himself of that very glory and went 

out. However, He did not simply go out; He was sent forth; the first apostle 

of the gospel: He was sent forth. Moreover, He was not sent forth without 

purpose. No, He didn’t go out as one cast out. He went forth with purpose: in 

purpose and in covenant, but He did go forth.  He left for a period of time; He 

did, as it were, go out. Do you understand what I am saying? But He went out 

in promise, He went out in purpose, He went out in Divine Covenant. Oh yes, 

now we have been reading how the purpose for His going out had come to 

hand. Remember, “The hour is come”. The hour is come, the time is at hand, 

see. Get a hold of this; look at this from God’s point of view. He sent His 

Son, now the time of His Return was at hand.  Why do we have to be so 
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secular minded? Why do we think that there is some kind of returning for us - 

to take us to a better place? 

 

References: 

John 3:13 

And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven 

 even the son of man which is in heaven. 

 

Philippians 2:6 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God. 

 

 

Salvation Is All About HIM 

 
What in the Name of the Lord is wrong with us? What is wrong with our 

secular minds, our carnal minds? What is wrong with us that we think that 

Salvation is centered in us, that it is all about us? No, my Lord, it is all about 

Him!  But look, look at His Grace, look at His Love! He included us in His 

returning unto glory! You want to get excited about a returning? Get excited 

about the one that I am reading about here. He went out with purpose, He 

went out in Divine Covenant; and we have been reading about the purpose for 

His going out. It had come. First, He told His disciples about it in John 14. 

Then He talked to His Father about it in John 17: the time is come, the time is 

at hand, the reason for which I have gone out has come. The time of My 

returning, (that is what He is talking about) is at hand: I am going to return to 

the exact reality, to the exact glory, to the exact relationship out from whence 

I came, but I am returning with Divine Purpose. The purpose being to bring 

out from among the dead all those who will hear My voice. I am returning to 

bring sons unto glory, to present My Body, the Church as One with Me!  

 

References: 

Colossians 1:16-18 

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 

or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all 

things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the body, the 

church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 

might have the preeminence. 
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Hebrews 2:10 

For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 

bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect 

through sufferings. 

 

John 5:25 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him 

that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but 

is passed from death unto life. 

 

 

The Word Accomplished It 

 
Do you believe that He did it?  Do you believe that the Word Who was sent 

out did not return void but accomplished the thing that He was sent to do? Do 

you believe it? Do you believe it enough to open your heart and open your 

mind and say, ‘Oh Lord God, reveal the reality of this in me. The reality of 

this is the Son living in me. Let me not simply be caught up in a theology that 

says He is in me. Reveal your Son in me! The promise, the expectation, is 

that He appear in His glory. Oh, Father reveal Him in me; that it may be with 

me as Paul said it could be, and would be to all whose heart would turn – 

“…beholding the glory of the Lord, are changed into that same image.” (2 

Corinthians 3:18) Oh, my Father, my Father reveal your Son in me.’ Would 

we turn our hearts to Him for that purpose? It will transform your very soul, I 

am telling you that. It will transform your soul; it will transform your soul! 

Oh yes, bringing forth in you the light of the knowledge of the glory of God. 

Oh my - just think about searching the scriptures by the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God! What a difference that makes. 

 

References: 

Isaiah 55:11 

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto 

me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in 

the thing whereto I sent it. 

 

John 19:28 

After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the 

scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 
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Colossians 1:27 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

Galatians 1:15,16 

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and 

called me by his grace, To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach him 

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. 

 

 

The Body Gives Him Person 

 
Now, let’s continue. We are talking about everything for which we were 

purposed, planned, called, and chosen of God.  Our very being, our life, our 

completeness is all bound up with and determined in a Person, - the very 

Person of Christ.  Not just Christ, the Living and Life giving Spirit; but 

Christ, the Living Person. Now what am I talking about when I say “Christ 

the Living Person?” I am talking about Him Living in His Body. I am talking 

about the Body of His Person. When Paul was confronted on the road by that 

heavenly vision, he was confronted with regard to the Body of the Person of 

Christ.” Why are you persecuting Me? Who are you? I am Jesus of Nazareth 

whom thou persecuteth.” (Acts 9:4, 5) I am talking about the Body that gives 

Him Person. I am talking about allowing the separation, the veil of separation 

that is yet upon the face of our soul, to be taken away when that soul turns to 

see the One with whom we are made One. We are one with Him in that His 

Spirit is the Spirit of our Life. The Spirit of Life in us. We are made One with 

Him. We must understand that we are made One with Him because the Spirit 

of Life, the quickening Spirit of Christ, the eternal Spirit, is our Spirit. I am 

not making a claim to deity. I am saying that He is the Spirit who lives in us. 

It is by and through union with that Spirit that our soul lives and only by that 

Spirit does our soul have Life Eternal. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:4, 10 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in love…That in the 

dispensation of the fulness of time he might gather together in one all things 

in Christ, which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him. 
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Ephesians 3:11 

According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:14b-16 

… which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is 

read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, 

the vail shall be taken away. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:17 

But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 

 

 

The Reality of His Person 
 

I am saying that we have been made complete as to body, soul, and spirit. 

However, the Body that I am talking about is not the natural body, not this 

clay pot; for it is there that the excellency of the power may be of God and not 

of us. I am talking about the Body that He has made us to be: His very Body. 

I am talking about our soul - you and me, the soul being transformed; 

transformed to become the very expression of that Life Giving Spirit who is 

in us - Christ Himself. I am talking about our Salvation, and what Salvation 

really is - the transforming of the soul. Yes, I am talking about the reality of 

His Person. Indeed, He is Life Giving Spirit, but I am talking to you about 

Him in His Person.  I am talking to you about the Living Person. Christ in 

union with His Body. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 4:7 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 

may be of God, and not of us. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:45 

And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul: the last 

Adam was made a quickening spirit. 
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Regeneration 

 
So now, what is regeneration and what is a generation? I draw this out from 

our first part of our study on New Birth, which means “regenerated”.  What is 

regeneration?  Regeneration; Strong’s # 3824 Pailggenesia pronounced Pal-

ing-ghen-es-ee-ah birth, genesis: birth but genesis is also Paling: new birth, 

new beginning. It is used of Spiritual Regeneration. It is involving the 

communication of a New Life. I am taking this from Vine’s expository 

dictionary. Regeneration means New Birth, it is used also of spiritual 

regeneration. The New Birth has to do with a regeneration, involving the 

communication of a New Life. One of the two operating powers to produce 

this New Life, which is The Word of Truth and that Word of Truth is Christ 

Himself the Living Word. “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 

incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” (1 

Peter 1:23) It is The Living Word and the Holy Spirit spoken of in John 3:5, 

6, “… Except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 

the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit.” Ephesians 5:26 says, “That he might sanctify and 

cleanse it by the washing, (the loutron) of  water by the word...” What we are 

talking about is a work in you of that Spirit of Christ, that Holy Spirit of 

Christ; but it is according to the Living Word. So we have bound up in 

Regeneration the working of the Spirit in union with the idea that the Work of 

the Spirit is through the Word Who liveth and abideth. So we have two 

different characteristics of Christ here. 

 

References: 

James 1:18 

Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 

firstfruits of his creatures. 

 

Titus 3:5 

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 

mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghost. 
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Two Characteristics of Christ 

 
Now the New Birth and Regeneration do not represent successive stages in 

spiritual experience. In other words, it is not first New Birth, and then, later 

on, Regeneration. They refer to the same event, but view it in different 

aspects; in other words, they bring broadness to what it means to be “born 

again.” They give broadness to what Salvation is all about. We are finding 

that Salvation is more, is about more, than having sins forgiven. We are 

finding that what we have in Christ is not just forgiveness of sins, but 

Redemption, out from among the dead; and that New Birth is not just the 

birthing, but it involves the One who is The Birth; it involves Christ Himself 

by Whom and in Whom we have New Spirit, New Birth and that The Spirit is 

the very Spirit of Regeneration. He works in us the Regeneration, He works in 

us the Reconciliation, He works in us the Restoration. He works and He does 

this by the Word. In other words, He does this through the revealing of Jesus 

Christ.  This is what Vines says. They refer to the same event but in different 

aspects. New Birth stresses or emphasizes the communication of Spiritual 

Life in contrast to Spiritual Death. Regeneration stresses the inception of a 

new state of things in contrast with the old. Regeneration is ever and 

ongoing, a renewing of the mind, a putting off the old and a putting on of the 

new.  Being clothed upon with Christ. 

 

References: 

John 3:3 

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 

man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

 

Ephesians 1:7 

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 

according to the riches of his grace. 

 

Romans 8:11 

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 

raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his 

Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 
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Ephesians 3:3,4 

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore 

in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in 

the mystery of Christ) 

 
 

The Receiving of Life 

 
New Birth stresses the receiving of Life - New Life, Christ in you. However, 

Regeneration, which is by the same Spirit and basically the same event but 

has a broader scope to that event: that New Birth is more than what most 

suspect. Not only is Christ in us: we are in Him. And that is the Regeneration. 

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old things passed away…” (2 

Corinthians 5:17) That is the old generation, that “…the old has passed away; 

behold, all things are become new.” A New Generation has come. In other 

words, the proper term is ‘The New has Come'. All of a sudden, we see New 

Birth more than just an individual saved from his sins, or even an individual 

who has Christ as his Life. All of a sudden, New Birth becomes an issue of 

His Body, an issue of a New Creation, an issue of being in Christ, an issue of 

having our Life in Him and our union with Him. It becomes an issue of His 

Being; it becomes an issue of His Being in us, and our being in Him, that 

there be an expression of His fullness or an expression of His Being. Not just 

an expression of New Birth, but also an expression of Regeneration. And I am 

not saying that just to make being Born Again something less than it is, 

because it is nothing other than Christ Himself; but our idea of being Born 

Again many times stops with the singular thought that, ‘I am saved from my 

sins.’ However, New Birth is much more than just that, for with New Birth 

comes Regeneration by that same Spirit. It is the same event, but we do not 

comprehend the fullness of that except the Holy Spirit, the Living Spirit of 

God, by whom we are given birth reveals the Word in us, works in us by the 

washing of the water of the Word.  

 

References: 

Revelation 21:5 

And he that sat upon the throne, said, Behold, I make all things new. And he 

said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 

 

John 14:19 

Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I 

live, ye shall live also. 
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Colossians 3:4 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 

in glory. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

 

The Renewing of Our Mind 

 
What is that? It is the renewing of our mind. He works the work of 

Regeneration. “…growing up into Him who is the Head in all 

things.”(Ephesians 4:13) It is coming to find completeness in Him, full 

Restoration. No, that is not a going back to anything that man has ever had, or 

that man has ever been part of, but that is the full restoration of what man 

came short. And what did man lose? He lost the eternal thought, purpose, and 

plan of God, but God didn’t lose it. He restored it: that is, He brought it forth 

in its fullness, and as far as man is concerned, it is a Restoration. As far as 

God is concerned, it never was lost in the first place! When are you and I 

going to begin to view things from God’s point? I mean when are we going to 

at least share “our” point of view? We will look at everything from “our” 

point of view. When will we at least give God equal time, and begin to view 

Salvation from His point of view, where He never lost anything. Yes, lost 

unto man it was, because man fell short of it; but it was never lost to God. It 

was fully revealed, established, and manifested in Christ so that any man who 

will come to Christ will find it in Newness of Life. 

 

References: 

Colossians 3:10 

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image 

of him that created him. 

 

Ephesians 1:9-11 

Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 

pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the 

fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 

which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: In whom also we 
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have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose 

of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will. 

 

Ephesians 3:11 

According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

Word Working In You 

 
Restoration. Oh yes, Regeneration can be termed restoration or restitution, 

completeness, fullness; but that all comes in New Birth.  It is just that it must 

be revealed by the Spirit, by the Living Word for the renewing of our mind, 

for the transforming of our souls. This is the Regeneration. Well, Titus 3:5; 

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, (no certainly not that) 

but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 

renewing of the Holy Ghost.” Oh, you see, yes, the renewing because this is 

the renewing of our mind. But coming back to the furniture of the Tabernacle, 

you will not get any further than the laver before you are confronted with the 

idea there of the washing of the water by the Word.  James 1:18, “Of his own 

will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits 

of his creatures.”  See, it is all toward us being a kind; it is all toward our 

being transformed, our growing up into Him, our becoming an expression.  It 

is all toward growth. 1 Peter 1:23, “Being born again but not of corruptible 

seed but of incorruptible…” How? By the Word of God. What Word of God? 

“…by the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever.” Yes, He liveth, He 

liveth in you - to work in you the Regeneration. I am not separating that from 

the New Birth, but it emphasizes a different aspect of the New Birth, and to 

this, Bible scholars agree. 

 

 

Christ In You, And You In Christ 

 
We understand it to be Christ in you and you in Christ. We understand it to be 

New Birth, yes, “born ones”, but also New Creation, the center of which is 

The One New Man. Hallelujah to the Lamb of God! A New Man having in 

Himself a New Creation. That is where we become involved; we are involved 

you see, in the Regeneration. The New Birth is Christ in you. By that, we 

come to be in Him; and we are in Him that we may be transformed, that in 

Him we may find everything lost to man: not find man, not find Adam again, 
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but everything that was lost to man. Everything - let me put it this way, that 

man fell short of, that man never laid his hand on, came short of, but was in 

the Heart and Mind of God all along. That we in Christ may find the 

Restoration, the Regeneration, the completeness, the fullness. All those words 

are speaking of the same thing.  Do not try to make something mysterious out 

of Restoration. Come on, it is in Christ: it is part of the inheritance; it is part 

of the New Birth. Blessed be the Lamb of the Living God! 

 

References: 

John 14:20 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

 

Colossians 1:27 

… which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

Romans 3:23 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 

 

Colossians 1:19; 2:9 

For it pleased the Father than in him should all fulness dwell…For in him 

dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

 

 

Presenting The Church 

 
Ephesians 5:26-27,”That he may sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 

water by the word.” That is part of the Regeneration, the renewing of the 

mind - that He might present it to Himself. What is He talking about here? 

His Body: that He might sanctify it, cleanse it with the washing of water by 

the Word - Christ being revealed in you. Vine has said that there are two 

elements of this: the Word of Truth and the Holy Spirit. Yes, that Eternal 

Word. Remember that New Birth and Regeneration do not represent 

successive stages in Spiritual Experience; they refer to the same event, but in 

different aspects. Yes, it is ever ongoing. Why can’t dispensationalists get a 

hold that our life in Christ is ever ongoing? It is not in time sequences and 

time stages. It seems to me that anyone with just common sense could see the 

contrast there. “That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 

water by the word, THAT…” There is a reason.”… that he might present it, 

(and the King James says) to himself…” Well, I have searched this out in 
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most biblical languages and in most versions, and the best answer I can come 

up with; the best exposition is “That He might present it as one with Himself, 

The Church of His Glory, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 

that it should be holy and without blemish.” 

 

Reference: 

Titus 3:5 

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 

mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghost.”  

 

 

The Body Clothed Upon 

 
The Body; the Body is what we are talking about, the Body clothed upon 

within and without. The Work of the Spirit in you and me is toward 

Regeneration. Not in the dispensationalist’s point of view, no not that, but in 

the reality of The Finished Work of Christ according to which He worketh in 

us by the Spirit, The Living Word Himself. Is it “cleansing that He might 

present it to Himself?” No, that doesn’t make sense. It is that He might 

present it to the Father. Look back at the type and shadow and look back at 

the words of Jesus. It is that He might present it to the Father. Look at John 

17. He is not presenting anything to Himself; but presenting as Himself, His 

very own Body. How is He doing that? Through the washing of it, through 

the sanctifying of it, through the transforming of it into His very image. He 

now appears in the presence of God for us. We are there in Him: not seen but 

in Him: not known but in Him, and only there by Him and in union with Him. 

He is ever presenting us as One with Himself; therefore He is ever 

regenerating us, He is ever cleansing, He is ever transforming. This is what 

Spiritual Life is! This is what the Life of the Body is, and let me tell you 

something, this is what the Life of the Church is too. The Life of the Church, 

which is His Body, is not in programs. It is not in how many services you can 

cram into a week, and how many songs and sermons you can cram into a 

service. That is not what it is all about.  It is not a stage for the display of our 

talents. That is not what it is. The Life of the Church is CHRIST, and the Life 

of Christ is a transforming power, ever washing, ever cleansing, ever 

transforming, that the Church become in all things and in every place the 

savour of the knowledge of Him, The Saviour of God, The Presencing of 
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Christ; that Christ may have His Person, Hallelujah. Blessed be the Lamb of 

the Living God! 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:1-4 

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 

have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our 

house which is from heaven: If so be that being clothed we shall not be found 

naked. For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for 

that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be 

swallowed up of life. 

 

Colossians 1:29 

Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in 

me mightily. 

 

Romans 8:29 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

Hebrews 9:24 

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 

figures of the true: but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 

God for us. 

 

Hebrews 7:25 

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 

him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

 

Ephesians 1:23 

(the church) Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

 

Generation of Man 
 

There are more verses on the Regeneration, but if you will read them with 

what I have just said in mind, I think it will help you. Now, regeneration 

brings us to consider generation, and there is only two “generations” set forth 

in the scripture, the old one, and the New one. The old came to be fully 
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represented in Israel because all of mankind, whether we understand it or not, 

all mankind comes to be summed up and represented before God in Old 

Covenant Israel. That is the reason all men came to be under the Law and 

condemned in sin, and the Law came by Old Covenant Israel, and it had to be 

that way. So the “generation of man” is seen in Old Covenant Israel. Now that 

is just a fact.  Psalms 95:10-11, “Forty long years was I grieved with this 

generation, and said, It is a people who do err in their heart, and they have 

not known my ways; Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they shall not enter 

into my rest.” Do you think He is just talking about Jews there? No, He was 

talking about Jews and Gentiles. Yes, it is addressed to Old Covenant Israel, 

but in Old Covenant Israel God sums up all man. Yes He does. That is why 

we can say that the Salvation of the Jews is the Salvation of “all men”. It 

never was just exclusively to some race called Jews; yet it was demonstrated 

through Old Covenant Israel. And when they were circumcised that was 

typical of the circumcision that would come by Christ upon all men; so that 

there would be in Christ neither Jew nor Gentile - those two being done away, 

and now One New Man.  Do you understand what I am telling you? 

 

References: 

Romans 3:23 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 

 

Galatians 3:22 

But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 

Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:22 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

 

Romans 11:26 

And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion 

the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. 

 

Colossians 2:11 

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 

in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ. 
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Galatians 3:27,28 

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 

male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ. 

 

 

A Whole Generation Destroyed 

 
You need to understand some things when you look at the scriptures, so this 

“generation” is talking about the generation summed up under the Old 

Covenant. Matthew 12:42; “The queen of the south shall rise up in judgment 

with this generation, and shall condemn it; for she came from the uttermost 

parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon: and, behold, a greater than 

Solomon is here.” Matthew 24:45, “Then goeth he, and taketh with himself 

seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell 

there. And the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be 

also unto this wicked generation.” Oh, yes, it certainly came to be that way 

and is recorded in the Book of Revelation. That is not written for some 

futuristic event. That took place as a result of the Work of The Cross, as the 

result of denying the regeneration.  That whole generation came to die and be 

destroyed from upon the face of the earth, and there is so much to say about 

that. You say, well was it not Old Covenant Israel that was finally destroyed? 

Yes. But the destroyer of Old Covenant Israel (Rome) was also destroyed. By 

their destroying of Old Covenant Israel, they too were destroyed. Dear 

friends, everything which is seen to transpire in the Book of the Revelation 

was already determined, secured and finished by the Cross of Christ, so that 

all that creation in the sight of God was destroyed and all that generation; and 

a Regeneration, The Church, The Body of Christ emerged out from the ashes, 

out from the dead, out from the grave in the power of Glorious Resurrection! 

Hallelujah to God! You can’t help what man through the past centuries has 

done to the Church, and tried to change the view of the Church, and 

secularize the Church but The Church is still the Body of Jesus Christ, and 

there is a real Church and there is a real Body; and you can’t get that mixed 

up with secular Christianity. No, you must not do that. 

 

References: 

Hebrews 10:9 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that 

he may establish the second. 
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Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead: that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

 

Destruction of The First 
 

I know what man did to the perfect Work of God. Well, he did not touch the 

perfect Work of God, but what man did in the name of the Church. All that 

man did was separate the Church, that is their idea of the Church from God’s 

idea of the Church. Nevertheless, God’s idea has never changed. The Truth 

never changes. The Church is still the Body of Jesus Christ. Therefore, at the 

Cross He gathered into Himself all men: both Jew and Gentile. And in the 

Book of Revelation, you see where there comes a destruction of the first, and 

the establishing of the second. He did the same thing. Yes, it speaks of that 

destruction of Judaism and that destruction of Old Covenant Israel, the City 

and the Temple and that whole thing; but also with that mankind who had 

been summed up of God in Israel itself. That was nothing more than mankind 

destroying mankind. It is the same thing. Jesus looks at them, at the Jews and 

He says, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”(John 

2:19) It is the same thing. What happened when they destroyed Christ? They 

destroyed themselves and yet He came forth. He was raised up, and He 

brought forth in Himself something they could never destroy or touch: a 

Regeneration, a New Temple, a New Creation. Oh yes, a building made of 

God without hands, established in the heavens. He brought that forth, but the 

principle is the same. Here now is Israel forty years later being destroyed by 

Rome. Rome represented at that time the whole world, but with the 

destroying of Israel, Rome herself was destroyed so that “all men” were 

gathered up in that Testimony. 

 

References: 

John 12:32 

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 

 

Hebrews 2:9 

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of 

God should taste death for every man. 
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Ephesians 2:15, 16 

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 

contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so 

making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the 

cross, having slain the enmity thereby. 

 

Matthew 24:2 

And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, 

There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown 

down. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

Hebrews 9:24 

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 

figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 

God for us. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:1 

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 

have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens. 

 

 

The Great White Throne Judgment 

 
And you have to understand that even to understand the “Great White Throne 

Judgment”, to understand what the writer, John, is trying to show there: the 

taking away of the first in its entirety, and the establishing of the Second in 

union with Christ.  We are talking about Regeneration: we are talking about 

one generation being done away, and another generation coming forth. 

Matthew 16:4, “A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign: and 

there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas”  Do you 

understand that is the “three days and three nights”; do you understand that 

the sign is The Cross? Matthew 23:33, “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 

how can ye escape the damnation of hell? Verse 36, ” Verily I say unto you, 

All these things shall come upon this generation .O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
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thou that killeth the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee. how 

often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 

her chicks under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto 

you desolate.” 

 

References: 

Hebrews 10:9 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that 

he may establish the second. 

 

Luke 11:29, 30 

And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an 

evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the 

sign of Jonas the prophet. For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall 

also the Son of man be to this generation. 

 

Revelation 20:11 

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the 

earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 

 

 

A New Generation 
 

In contrast to that, we have a NEW generation. Psalms 102:16-18, “When the 

Lord shall build up Zion he shall appear in his glory.” That is what I was 

talking to you about; the Lord appearing in His Glory in you. “He will regard 

the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer. This shall be written 

for the generation to come: and the people which shall be created shall praise 

the Lord”. Ephesians 2:10, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk 

in them.” 2Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 

creature, (a new creation) old things have passed away; behold, the new has 

come.” Psalms 22:30-31, “A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the 

Lord for a generation. They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness 

unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done this.” Oh, hallelujah to the 

Lamb of the Living God! Yes, Psalms 24:6-10, “This is the generation of 

them that seek Him, that seek thy face O Jacob. Selah. Lift up your heads, O 

ye gates; and be lift up ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come 

in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in 

battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 
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the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of Glory? The Lord of 

Hosts, He is the King of glory.” Do you understand the Church, which is His 

Body is the embodiment of the Seed? That Seed who has produced of Himself 

a New Generation, the Church, which is His Person. The Church of His 

Person. 
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CHAPTER TEN 
 

 

THE BODY OF HIS PERSON 

 

 
Reality Of Our Union With Christ 

 
We are dealing in a series of studies with regard to CHRIST THE CHURCH. 

The purpose of these lessons is that you and I may come to see the reality of 

our Union with Christ. That The Body of Christ, believer by believer, may 

come to see our union with our Glorious Head. Paul’s great desire for the 

Church, as is evident in each of his epistles, was that each believer and the 

Church in total would grow up into Christ in all things, who is The Head. 

That they would come to realize that their union one with another was, simply 

or profoundly, the expression of the reality of their union with The Head. 

However, there is something for you and me to think about here, and it is all 

about THE HEAD. It is about the measure of Him who is the Head working 

in every member, working in every function. Whether that function takes its 

expression as apostle, or prophet, or pastor, or teacher, or helps, or 

governments: whatever that function may be, that it is seen as being the 

function of The Head in and through His Body. And so the fullness or the 

degree to which that function is truly an expression of Christ depends upon 

that Body, and every believer in that Body coming to grow up into Him, who 

is the Head. In other words, the Body of Christ is purposed to be the 

expression of a very real and very personal ongoing relationship with the 

Lord Jesus Christ. The purpose of His Body, which we are, is for the 

Presencing of Him in every place where we are found and at all times. 

 

References: 

John 17:21 

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 

also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

 

Ephesians 4:15, 16 

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is 

the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 

compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
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working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 

edifying of itself in love. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4, 5, 28 

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are 

differences of administrations, but the same Lord…And God hath set some in 

the church, first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly teachers, after that 

miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 

maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 

 

Functioning of The Body 
 

That relationship does not start at 10:00 o’clock on Sunday morning and end 

at 12:00 o’clock on Sunday morning. It does not start with a “church service”; 

it does not start with you and me gathering into a building. In fact, our 

gathering into a building is but one function of that ever-ongoing relationship 

with Christ, and if it is not, then it is just a collection of people and amounts 

to nothing more than a religious ceremony! Do not misunderstand. I know the 

necessity, not the convenience; but the necessity of the gathering together in 

earth, on earth of those who are eternally gathered in Christ in the Heavens. 

Because it is that gathering on earth that gives the Eternal expression; “…as it 

is in Heaven, so in earth.” (Luke 11:2) The vessel for that is His Body, The 

Church. However, what I want us to understand is that the Church is just that: 

it is His Body. But the functioning of the Church is the functioning of a Body. 

I want us to see that relationship that we have with Him, and consequently 

and to the degree of our acknowledgement of our relationship with Him, then 

coming to exercise faithfully our relationship one with another. 

 

References: 

2 Thessalonians 2:1 

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

by our gathering together unto him. 

 

1 Corinthians 5:4 

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my 

spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Hebrews 10:25 

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 

but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching. 

 

Ephesians 1:22, 23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 

things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

 

Regeneration – Generation 

 
Now, in our last lesson we were involved with two words: Regeneration and 

Generation, primarily we dwelt with the Regeneration, so I am not going 

back over that except to read a definition from Vine’s Expository Dictionary 

of Biblical words for the word Regeneration: “Paliggenesia; Strong #3824, 

made up of two words, Palin and genesis simply means “New Birth”. It is 

used of a spiritual Regeneration. Now the New Birth according to this 

definition; the New Birth and Regeneration do not represent successive stages 

in spiritual experience. They refer to the same event but view it in different 

aspects. The New Birth stresses the communication of Spiritual Life in 

contrast to spiritual death. Regeneration, however, stresses the inception of a 

new state of being in contrast to the old state of being.” And we made 

much out of that in the last lesson. The terms that I used then was New Birth 

and New Creation: that is, coming to find our lives in Christ; “New Birth” 

stresses the reality of Christ in you; “Regeneration” stresses the reality that 

you are in Christ. It is in that reality that you and I are gathered together in 

Christ, not as many, but as One New Creation, even as One New Body. 

 

References: 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are become new. 

 

Colossians 3:4 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 

in glory. 

 



 230 

Ephesians 2:6, 14, 15 

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus…For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken 

down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh 

the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to 

make in himself of twain one New Man, so making peace. 

 

 

Christ In You – The Occupant of The House 

 
However, you cannot be His Body except that He dwell in you. You are not 

first His Body and then He comes to dwell in you. You are not the Church 

waiting for Jesus to come and dwell in you. The Church is not first an empty 

building waiting for an occupant. No, that is how Jesus in Matthew 23 

describes Old Covenant Israel. He told them; “I have tried to gather you 

together as a hen would gather her chicks, but you would not. And now your 

house is left desolate.” (Matthew 23:37, 38) That simply means Israel as a 

temple, Israel as a house was without an occupant: your occupant is not there. 

Well, it seems to me that so many today in secular religion view the Church 

in very much the same way. The House of God is waiting for its occupant; the 

Church is waiting for its occupant. But you see, that is in direct contrast and 

directly contrary to the order of New Birth, which is Regeneration. It is 

always New Birth that is emphasized first - the receiving of Life. New Birth is 

having Christ in you. Paul says in Romans 8:9, “And if any man have not the 

Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” Except you be born again, you have no 

relationship to God whatsoever; and that is a clear word to Nicodemus. 

 

References: 

Colossians 1:27 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

John 14:20, 23 

At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in 

you…Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my 

words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make 

our abode with him. 
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John 3:3, 5 

Jesus answered and said unto him, Except a man be born again, he cannot 

see the kingdom of God…Jesus answered, Verily, verily I say unto thee, 

Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 

kingdom of God. 

 

 

Being In Christ 

 
The New Birth. The emphasis of Salvation is first New Birth, but New Birth 

and Regeneration are not two different Salvations. No, they do not represent 

successive stages in spiritual experience or in Salvation; but rather they refer 

to the same Salvation, the same event, but from two different aspects. So that 

we come to find that our Salvation is Christ in you: but it is not only Christ in 

you, it is by that very reality that you are in union with Christ. Paul calls that 

“being in Christ”; "… if any man be in Christ…” (2 Corinthians 5:17) Over 

200 times he refers to the believer as “being in Christ”. Now that with Paul 

was never a positional teaching; it was always a teaching or a declaring of 

Present Divine Relationship; something that is so experientially now. Just as 

surely as Christ is in you, you dwell in union with Him. Consequently, the 

Regeneration, while it begins with and is the reality of New Birth; 

Regeneration stresses not only the New Birth but Divine Union of Life. It 

brings us into a reality of living in Christ: by living in Christ through the 

agency of Christ living in us. It is impossible for me to live in Christ except 

Christ lives in me; because He is the One doing the living. 

 

References: 

Ephesians 1:4, 6 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in love… To the praise 

of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

 

John 14:19 

Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more: but ye see me: because I 

live, ye shall live also. 
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Life is Christ 

 
Do you remember when Paul made a statement in Philippians 1:21 and said; 

well now here it is: you want my definition of life. “For to me to live is 

Christ.” Hear that statement: to me, in other words it is my opinion, to me life 

is Christ. But he said a little more than that didn’t he? “To me to live is 

Christ.” He said it in another way in Galatians 2:20. With reference to the 

Cross this time he said, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live…” In 

other words, the Cross was not simply to bring Adam to his death, but that out 

from that death would come forth a New Man, a New Birth, a Resurrection, a 

Restoration based upon the Reconciliation of death - a Restoration. See, all of 

these words are applied to one Salvation. These words are not subsequent to 

Salvation: they are explanations of Salvation. Each of them is describing a 

different aspect of the reality of Christ living in you: whether it is the word 

Salvation, New Birth, Sanctification, Righteousness. Whether it is 

Reconciliation, Restoration, or whether it is Resurrection, we experience the 

reality of each of those words in the very Living Person of Jesus Christ 

dwelling in us by which reality we dwell in Him. Paul goes on in Galatians 

2:20, “… nevertheless I live…” Then he explains that. “…yet not I…” It is 

not that Christ has given Paul another life; it is not that Christ has given Paul 

a new lease on life, or a clean slate or another chance. No, that is not what 

New Birth is, that is not what Regeneration is, that is not what Salvation is. 

No, it is not that at all. “I am crucified with Christ, (not even just “I” am 

crucified, but “with” Christ. I am a partaker with Him in His Death and His 

Life). 

 

References 

John 11:25 

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in 

me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 

 

Colossians 1:21, 22 

And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 

works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to 

present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 
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Generation of the First Man 

 
Resurrection is much more than me living again. Restoration is much more 

than me living again. New Birth much more than me living again. No, Christ 

liveth in me. Well, you see New Birth places Christ in you; Regeneration 

places you in Christ Jesus. Now, why must there have been and why must 

there be a Regeneration? Because the old generation ended with the Cross. 

Whether you want to call that the Adamic generation because it was that, it is 

the whole generation of the first man. You could go to the two genealogies in 

the gospels: one taking the genealogy of Christ back to Israel, to Abraham; 

and the other all the way back to Adam. What is the reason for showing the 

genealogy of Christ going back to Adam, and then showing it going back to 

the Old Covenant saints summing up Israel? What is the purpose of that? The 

purpose of it is to show that in the body of His Death both the generation of 

Adam, the whole Adamic generation, and specifically the generation which 

Old Covenant represented was dealt with. Well if you know your Bible and 

have searched the scriptures at all, you know that in God’s sight under Moses, 

the whole generation of mankind, from Adam to Moses was summed up, 

because Paul mentions this in Romans 5. From Adam to Moses is actually 

summed up and brought under the Law. So much so, that in the generation of 

Old Covenant Israel God deals with every man. Christ represents the 

summing up of the whole generation of mankind, and He brings it to the 

Cross and puts it to death. And that death is FINAL. 

 

References: 

Matthew 1:1, 17 

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 

Abraham…So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen 

generations; and from David unto the carrying away into Babylon are 

fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ 

are fourteen generations. 

 

Luke 3:23, 38 

And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was 

supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli…Which was the son 

of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was 

the son of God. 
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Romans 5:14 

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not 

sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him 

that was to come. 

 

 

New Out of Death of Old 

 
It is final because God hates a mixture. He will never bring forth in the midst 

of one generation, a new generation, except that He first bring the old to its 

end. And out from the death of that old He brings forth an altogether New. 

Now that is seen in types and shadows from Genesis to Malachi. The New 

Testament books and the New Testament writers testify that Christ is the 

reality and the fulfillment of the old. The New itself is never to pass away, 

never to come to its end: it is an endless and everlasting generation because it 

is the generation that comes forth in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. HE is 

the Resurrection of it and He is the Life of it. 

 

References: 

Leviticus 19:19 

Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with a diverse 

kind; thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed; neither shall a garment 

mingled of linen and woolen come upon thee. 

 

Hebrews 8:13; 9:8; 10:9 

In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which 

decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away…The Holy Ghost this 

signifying that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while 

as the first tabernacle was yet standing…Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy 

will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. 

 

Matthew 5:17 

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to 

destroy, but to fulfil. 

 

Ephesians 1:19, 20, 23 

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 

according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, 

when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 
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heavenly places…(the church) Which is his body, the fulness of him that 

filleth all in all. 

 

John 11:25 

Jesus saith unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life; he that believeth in 

me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 

 

 

Old and New Generation 

 
Now I want us to look at some verses concerning the old and the new 

generation. With regard to the old generation: Psalms 95:10-11, “Forty years 

long was I grieved with this generation, and said, It is a people that do err in 

their heart, and they have not known my ways: Unto whom I sware in my 

wrath they should not enter into my rest”. Now, there is no rest for the first 

generation: whether you apply that to Adam, or apply that as the Psalmist is 

doing to Old Covenant Israel in whom all the generations of man is summed 

up of the Lord under the Law. “You shall not enter into my rest.” You know 

that there was virtually two Israels there: one that would not enter into 

Canaan, and therefore this statement was made concerning them. They all 

died in the wilderness. Out from that death came a new generation (in type) 

under a new leadership and they entered in. But that was only in type and 

shadow because in actuality they were part of that generation that died. You 

and I know that, and yet in type and shadow God set it forth as two separate 

generations. But that generation that entered in under Joshua did not find rest 

either, else the Psalmist would not have said there remaineth a rest. No, the 

rest is found by the “Real” New Generation in Christ Jesus. 

 

References: 

Numbers 14:2, 3, 22, 23, 31, 33 

And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: 

and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in 

the land of Egypt! Or would God we had died in this wilderness! And 

wherefore hath the Lord brought us into this land, to fall by the sword, that 

our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to 

return into Egypt?…Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my 

miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me 

now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice; Surely they shall 

not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them 
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that provoked me see it…But your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, 

them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have despised… 

And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your 

whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. 

 

Psalm 78:10, 41 

They kept not the covenant of God, and refused to walk in his law…Yea, they 

turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Hebrews 3:18 

And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that 

believed not? 

 

Hebrews 4:8,9 

For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of 

another day. There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 

 

 

I Will Give You Rest 

 
“Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. Take my yoke upon you, learn of Me.” (Matthew 11:28, 29) Oh yes, the 

yoke that we take upon ourselves is His Cross. Yes, where it is “I am 

crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”  

(Galatians 2:20) We enter into a rest: true rest is where it is Christ who is 

living and not I; not me struggling, not me trying, but Christ Living. I have 

often made just a little statement: a simple statement but my, my, there are 

endless depths to it. LIFE LIVES. That is what life does - Life Lives. Jesus 

says;” I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6), “I am the 

Resurrection and the life.” (John 11:25) Life lives. I try to live, you try to live, 

we struggle; we try to be like Him and every time we do that, we place 

ourselves as being under the Law. Yes, we do. That same Old Covenant 

mentality comes right back upon our hearts and creates a veil there that has to 

be removed in the revealing of Life itself, which is Christ Himself.  Life lives.  

Blessed be the Lamb of God. So, they shall not enter into My rest. 
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References: 

Galatians 2:16 

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 

Jesus Christ, even as we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be 

justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the 

works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:14, 15 

But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail 

untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in 

Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their 

heart. 

 

 

This Generation 

 
Matthew 12:42, “The queen of the south shall rise up in judgment with this 

generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the 

earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold a greater than Solomon is 

here.” Matthew 12:45, “Then goeth he and taketh with himself seven other 

spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the 

last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this 

wicked generation.” Matthew 16:4, “A wicked and adulterous generation 

seeketh after a sign; and there shall be no sign given unto it, but the sign of 

the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.” He is talking to Old 

Covenant Israel in whom all man is summed up. He is talking to the 

generation of man that is standing before Him and hearing His word, and He 

is declaring that this generation must come to its end. Matthew 17:17, “Then 

Jesus answered and said O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall 

I be with you, how long shall I suffer you?” Matthew 23:33, “Ye serpents, ye 

generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?” Remember to 

whom He is speaking, Matthew 23:36-38, “Verily I say unto you, All these 

things shall come upon this generation, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 

killest the prophets, and stoneth them which are sent unto thee, how often 

would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 

chickens under her wings, and ye would not!  Behold your house is left unto 

you desolate.” See, He sums the whole generation up as one house. That is the 

same in Christ - the whole generation is summed up in One House, The 
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House of God, the Temple of God, the Body of Christ, which House, which 

Temple, which Body ye now are. But “your house is left unto you desolate. “  

 

References: 

John 12:32 

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:27 

Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:16 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

 

Ephesians 1:23 

(the church) Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

Hebrews 3:6 

But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast 

the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

 

 

The Church is NOT Old Covenant Israel 
 

Dear Lord Jesus! I beg of you again, do not describe the Church, the Church 

that exists because of the New Birth, not that which exists before the New 

Birth; the Church that comes forth in the Resurrection, not one waiting on a 

Resurrection - please, don’t describe the Church according to the description 

that Jesus gives here concerning Old Covenant Israel, of that faithless and 

perverse generation whose house is without an occupant. Do not describe the 

Church that way because that is not the definition of the Church. Matthew 

24:34-35, “Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these 

things be fulfilled.” Oh, you see that generation comes right up to the Cross, 

but it stops with the Cross.” Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 

shall not pass away.” Here of course, He was referring to the old heaven and 

the old earth of Old Covenant Israel: they shall pass away, but even the words 

that He spoke by the prophets shall not pass away. No, they find their 

fulfillment in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ who is the Living and 

Eternal Word of God Himself. The One True Word of All Prophecy! 
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References: 

Revelation 21:1 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 

earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 

 

Isaiah 55:11 

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto 

me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in 

the thing whereto I sent it. 

 

John 1:1, 2, 14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. The same was in the beginning with God… And the Word was made 

flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 

 

The New Generation 

 
Now, the New generation, which is the New Creation, spiritually speaking, is 

a new heaven and a new earth, and that is exactly what Isaiah saw and wrote 

in such references as Isaiah 65. In verse 5 and 6 there is describing the 

destruction of the old Jerusalem and the temple, which did take place literally 

in 70 AD. “Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier 

than thou., These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all day. Behold, 

it is written before me: I will not keep silence, but will recompense, even 

recompense into their bosom.” Verses 7-10 are talking about the birth of the 

New Covenant Church, which comes forth, as it were, in Mount Zion. “Your 

iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith the Lord, which 

have burned incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed me upon the hills: 

therefore will I measure their former work in to their bosom. Thus saith the 

Lord, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; 

for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants’ sakes, that I may not 

destroy them all. And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah 

an inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants 

shall dwell there. And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor 

a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people that have sought me.” 

Isaiah 65:17,18, “ For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the 

former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind, But be ye glad and 
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rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a 

rejoicing, and her people a joy.” It is the same thing as Paul was describing in 

Gal. 4: 26, “But Jerusalem which is above is free, and is the mother of us all.” 

But let us look at scripture regarding the New Generation, that is, those who 

are of the Regeneration. Psalms 102:16-18, “When the Lord shall build up 

Zion, he shall appear in his glory.”  You see, the New Generation is as a 

result of the appearing of the Lord in His Glory. It is written in Hebrews 9 

that He hath appeared once in the end of the old generation, the end of the 

world. He hath appeared once in the end of the world; translated age or 

generation. But not only does He appear at the end of that one, and as the end 

of that one, and brings that to an end in His Cross: that same Jesus appears as 

the beginning of and the fulness of and the light of and the Life and fulness of 

the New Generation. Yes, He appears in you: God revealing His Son in you, 

Oh yes, He appears in you as the Light and the Glory of the Temple of God 

that is not made with hands. The Church that is not put together by manmade 

organization, but that is birthed of the Spirit and lives in Christ, and functions 

as the Body of Jesus Christ. Yes, He does live in that generation, that Church 

and He does appear in that generation, that Church, and He does appear there 

in His Glory. Oh yes, we have dealt with that in past lessons.  

 

References: 

Hebrews 9:26, 28 

For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but 

now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the 

sacrifice of himself…So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 

unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto 

salvation. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Revelation 21:23 

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the 

glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

 

Hebrews 8:2 

A minister of the sanctuary, of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, 

and not man. 
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John 3:5 

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water 

and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

 

Colossians 3:4 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 

in glory. 

 

 

Created in Christ Jesus 

 
Let us finish the reading. Psalm 102:17, “He will regard the prayer of the 

destitute, and not despise their prayer. This shall be written for the generation 

to come: and the people which shall be created shall praise the Lord.” 

Ephesians 2:10, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 

good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

The same thing is said in Ephesians 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 

heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the 

foundation of the world…” And there are many other verses that collaborate 

this particular statement as well. You know it seems to me that so many 

people seem to think that Paul has a different gospel for every church, or that 

every one of his epistles is a different gospel; but it isn’t. He declares the 

same Salvation, the same Christ, the same reality of that Christ, the same 

union of the believer with that Christ in every single epistle. While the words 

may differ to some small degree because he is speaking to different groups in 

different locations, the scripture searcher will easily see he is saying the same 

thing.  It is indisputable if you will simply read his epistles. “We are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus.” Here is this term: this term of 

Regeneration in Christ Jesus. Created where? In Christ Jesus. 

 

References: 

1 Peter 2:9, 10 

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 

people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out 

of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past were not a people, 

but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have 

obtained mercy. 
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1 Corinthians 2:2 

For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and 

him crucified. 

 

 

New Creation 

 
2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ…” That is a state of 

being reference: “being” has to do with a state of being. “If any man’s state of 

being is in Christ, he is a new creation.” A New Creation - an altogether New 

Generation, a New Mankind: not an old mankind with a new start, but a new 

kind of man. “The first man being after the earth, earthy: the second man 

being the Lord from heaven Himself.”(1 Corinthians 15:47) Oh hallelujah to 

the Lamb of the Living God! “…old things…”. That means that old 

generation: “old things” means things before the Cross, man before the Cross, 

the generation before the Cross (not just the Law, but the man under the 

Law). Remember Paul said that unto those generations the mystery of God 

was hidden, but He hath now made it manifest to His saints, the glory of 

which is Christ in you. You have read Colossians the first chapter I am sure. 

A New creation, New generation to which the mystery of God is not hidden, 

but revealed in the very Person of Jesus Christ, Part of the mystery that was 

hidden from the generation past was that God would take out from that 

generation both Jews and Gentiles; bringing them to their death at the Cross, 

and bringing them forth by One Spirit as One New Man; neither Jew nor 

Gentile, but a man, a spiritual man in whom Christ is all and in all. Indeed the 

Jew cannot say it is I; the Gentile cannot say it is I. No, “not I but Christ who 

liveth in me.”(Galatians 2:20) 

 

References: 

Colossians 1:25-27 

Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is 

given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath 

been hid from ages and from generation, but now is made manifest to his 

saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
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Ephesians 3:5,6 

Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now 

revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by his Spirit; That the Gentiles 

should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in 

Christ by the gospel. 

 

Ephesians 2:14-16 

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 

middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 

even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 

himself of twain one new man, so making peace: And that he might reconcile 

both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby. 

 

Colossians 3:9-11 

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image 

of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision 

nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and 

in all. 

 

Romans 6:4 

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ 

was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 

should walk in newness of life. 

 

 

Born of The Seed of God 

 
You see, Paul’s gospel was the same to the Jew as it was to the Gentile. Both 

come to their death in the Cross, and in the Resurrection it is not I, but Christ 

who liveth in me. Blessed be the Lamb of God. 2 Corinthians 5:17, “…behold 

all things have become new.” A much better translation of that is “behold the 

new has come.” Well, it is Christ Himself who says, “I make all things new.” 

(Revelation 21:5) In other words, He says, “I Am The New of all things in 

Christ; I Am The New of all things in the Heavens, I Am the Newness of 

Life.” Paul says we should walk in newness of life: Jesus says I Am The 

Newness of Life. Psalms 22:30-31, “A seed shall serve him; it shall be 

accounted to the Lord for a generation. They shall come, and shall declare 

his righteousness unto a people that shall be born that he hath done this.” A 
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seed for a generation. Oh friend, who is the Seed? “Being born again,” Peter 

says in 1 Peter 1:23, “not of corruptible seed, (that is the old generation) but 

of incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever.” Paul 

says, “The promises were to Abraham and to his seed, not seeds as of many.” 

(Galatians 3:16) That is the old generation. “… but as of one, And to thy seed, 

which is Christ.” Go on down to verse 29 in Galatians 3, “And if ye be 

Christ’s, (which means His possessively, which means those who are in Him, 

having no life but Him), then are ye the seed of Abraham.” If there is but One 

Seed, there is but One Generation of One Son Who’s One Body we are. 

 

 

Beholding The Vision of God 

 
Oh, yes, Psalms 24:6, “This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek 

thy face, O Jacob, Selah.” That seek thy face. Remember what Paul said when 

he described the two administrations or the two generations - the old and the 

new. 2 Corinthians 3:18, he says, “ …beholding as in a glass…” That is to 

say, beholding in the vision of God. God only has One true Vision. His Son is 

that vision. That word “vision” means the marah of God, that is the mirror of 

God. It does not give a reflection of God; it gives a manifestation of God 

because Light does not shine on this mirror, light shines out from it! We walk 

in the light as He is in the light: yes, beholding as in a glass, the true vision of 

God having our eyes enlightened. Beholding what? The Glory of God. What 

is the Glory of God, the Glory of the Lord? How do you see the Glory of the 

Lord? You see the Glory of the Lord when the Lord of Glory appears. When 

He is revealed in us, we are changed, changed from Glory to Glory. That is, 

from the one glory, the old glory, glory of the Old Covenant, which passes: to 

the Glory of the New Covenant which is Christ Himself. From the glory of 

the old generation, (man himself was the glory of the old generation) to the 

Glory of the New, which is Christ Himself. Christ in you, the fulfillment of 

the hope given to Israel of a future Glory. That future Glory is Christ Himself 

now, no longer in the future. It is NOT future for this generation; for this 

generation is birthed of Him, of His Spirit, of His Word, of His Seed, of He 

Himself; for Christ is that Spirit, that Word, that Seed. This generation is 

birthed of Him, this generation dwelleth in Him, and He is the Glory of it. 

This is the Church, which is His Body. 
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References: 

Ezekiel 1:1 

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day 

of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the 

heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 

our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

1 John 1:7 

But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

 

Colossians 1:27 

…which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

John 3:6 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 

 

 

This Generation is ONE 

 
And to this generation, which seeks His face, the Psalmist says in Psalm 24:7, 

“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and 

the King of Glory shall come in.” My, my. “Who is this King of Glory?” Now 

don’t put this in future tense. This generation is not in future tense. Though 

this generation is eternal, this generation is NOW: this generation began with 

the New Birth and continues in Spirit, in Truth. “Who is this King of Glory? 

The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O 

ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of Glory shall 

come in.” Who is this speaking to? It is speaking to the City of God, which 

City ye are! It is “The New Jerusalem… who is the mother of us all.” 
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(Galatians 4:26) “Who is this King of Glory? The Lord of Hosts, he is the 

King of Glory. Selah.” Blessed be the Lamb of the Living God. Dear friend, 

we are the generation: we who are in Christ; not born of man, but born of 

Spirit. We are the generation: we are the generation of that One and only Seed 

of God. That generation is not many, but the very increase of One. We 

read that in Galatians3:16, “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 

made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of One, And to thy seed 

which is Christ.” Verse 29, “And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s 

seed, and heirs according to the promise.” What promise? The promise given 

of God to the Seed. Hallelujah. See, the promise was not simply made to me 

and to you; the promise was to the Seed Himself. We are heirs of the promise 

if we be in Him and if He be in us. Those who are one with Christ - to them 

that promise given to the Seed belongs. Heirs yes, joint heirs with Him in His 

increase; yes and in His Glory. All for the good pleasure of The Father. 

 

References: 

John 1:12, 13 

But as many as receive him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 

God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, 

nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

Galatians 3:19 

Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till 

the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by 

angels in the hand of a mediator. 

 

Genesis 12:7; 15:18 

And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this 

land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto 

him…In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto 

thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, 

the river Euphrates. 

 

Romans 8:17 

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 

that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 
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His Body For Expression 

 
His Body, which is one with Him, is purposed for His expression. It is His 

Body. This is what I want to say in this lesson: it is His Body that gives Him 

Person. Oh, He is the living Spirit, He is the life giving Spirit, He is Life 

itself, and He is the very Christ, the very Son of God! About that, there is no 

conceivable doubt and yet, He also is One New Man. He is not, dear friends 

as it were, a disembodied spirit: He is the Spirit of Life in you, He is the Spirit 

of Life dwelling in His Body, the Church. It is His Body that gives Him 

Person. Do you understand that? He gives His Body Life, Substance, 

Redemption, Resurrection, Reconciliation, Restoration. Yes, He is all of that 

in you, all of that in His Body; for it is God in the very Spirit of His Son, in 

Christ who worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure. Christ 

is all of that in you. He gives His Body substance; but His Body gives Him 

Person, His Body gives Him Presence in the earth. His Body gives Him 

manifest expression. “Always and in every place He maketh manifest by us 

the savour of the knowledge of Him. We are to some the savour of death unto 

death; to others the savour of life unto life; but unto God the sweet smelling 

savour of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 2:14-16) Paul is simply relating to the 

Corinthians the truth of the Tabernacle coming to be fulfilled in Christ, and 

all the sweet savor offerings, the golden altar of incense; yes, all coming to be 

fulfilled in Christ and made manifest in the Church, which is His Body. It was 

chosen that He should have a Body for the expression of His Person. It should 

be noted, however, that the purpose of the Body is for the “increase” of ONE. 

That the Son may present the increase of Himself to the Father according to 

His good pleasure. It is unto this, above all else, that we are called of God in 

Christ. 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 15:45 

And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last 

Adam was made a quickening spirit. 

 

Romans 8:2,11 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law 

of sin and death…But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 

dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 

mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
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1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 

 

Philippians 2:13 

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 

pleasure. 

 

 

A Body As The First 

 
Ephesians 1:20-23,”Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the 

dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all 

principality and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 

named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: And hath put 

all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 

church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”. Then in 

chapter 2, Paul explains this as being our union with Christ. What is that 

Church? It is “quickened together, raised together, seated together in Christ, 

in heavenly places.” (Ephesians 2:5,6) Yes, the Body of His very Glory. He 

had a body as the first. Hebrews10:6-10, “In burnt-offerings and sacrifices for 

sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the 

book it is written of me) to do thy will, O God. Above when he said, Sacrifice 

and offering and burn-offerings for sin thou wouldest not, neither had 

pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; Then said he, Lo, I come to do 

thy will, O God.” He is repeating this and I can only imagine he is repeating 

this for emphasis. “I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first…” 

What is that? That is all of the Old Covenant, all of the first, of the Tabernacle 

with the sacrifices and offerings. All of those that pointed to Him but none of 

them were Him. “He taketh away the first…” That was including the first 

man, for whom all these things were being offered; the first Israel, through 

whom and in whom all of these were being offered - all the first. “He taketh 

away the first, that He may establish the second.” Not simply another, but 

THE SECOND. Remember “The first is after the earth, earthy; the second is 

the Lord from Heaven Himself.” (1 Corinthians 15:47) There is no third! 

Write that down somewhere and memorize it! First covenant - second 

covenant; old – new; first man - second man; first Israel - second Israel: old 

and new - there is no third. First generation - second generation; old – new; 
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there is no third. He took away the first to establish the second. Where does 

He establish the second? IN HIMSELF! 

 

References: 

Colossians 2:16, 17 

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 

holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of 

things to come; but the body is of Christ. 

 

Hebrews 9:23, 24 

It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be 

purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices 

than these. For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, 

which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 

presence of God for us. 

 

 

A Body As The Second 

 
Verse 10, “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all.” ONCE AND FOR ALL. Blessed be the 

Lamb of the Living God. And, my point is this: just as He had a body for the 

first, a body prepared for Him, a body made under the Law, made of a 

woman, made a little lower, made lower for a little while: just as He had a 

body prepared to bring all of the first to its end, so God giveth Him a Body as 

the Second. Colossians 2:9, “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 

Godhead bodily.” I read to you now from Jameson’s Bible commentary. “For 

in Him dwelleth the fulness of the Godhead bodily. The word “for”, because 

all philosophy not after Christ is a delusion. For in Him alone dwelleth 

permanently all the fulness. “The fulness” means the essence of the Godhead, 

not merely the divine perfection. He as man was not merely Godlike, but God 

bodily; bodily not as before His incarnation, but bodily in Him as the 

Incarnate Word. John 1:14-18, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 

among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 

Father,) full of grace and truth. John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, 

This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh before me is preferred before 

me: for he was before me. And of his fulness have all we received, and grace 

for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 

Christ. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in 
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the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” And now “glorified”: The 

Godhead not confined as in a body, that is a dirt or earthen vessel, that was 

the first; the body that He took for death, Not the Godhead confined as in a 

body, but in bodily fashion believers by union with Him partake of His 

fulness of the Divine Nature. 

 

References: 

Galatians 4:4 

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 

woman, made under the law. 

 

Philippians 2:7, 8 

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 

and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he 

humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 

cross. 

 

Hebrews 2:9, 14, 16 

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of 

God should taste death for every man…Forasmuch then as the children are 

partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; 

that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, 

the devil… For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on 

him the seed of Abraham. 

 

 

Fullness Expressed – His Generation 

 
Ephesians 3:19, “And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 

that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.” 2 Peter 1:4, “Whereby are 

given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might 

be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 

world through lust.” What are we seeing here that Paul is saying? He is 

saying for in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead, which fulness is 

expressed Bodily, that is to say in His Body, the Church. He says exactly the 

same thing in Eph 1:22-23, “It is given to Him to be head over all things to 

the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” The 

Church, which is His Body - the vehicle of His fulness, which fulness fills all 
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and is in all related to the Church: fills the whole and is in every part of it. No 

wonder he goes on to say in Colossians 2:10, “And you the believer, you are 

complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.” My Lord, 

just as He had a body to bring the first to death. That body that could not 

contain the essence of God; no, could not contain it, could not be its eternal 

dwelling place, but was prepared for a sacrifice, prepared that, with it and by 

it, He may bring all of the first to its death, a body for His dying. Therefore, 

He has a Body for His Living, and that Body is Eternal. It is not born of man, 

it is born of spirit; it is not created of man, it is created of God; it is not the 

first generation, it is the second generation, the New Generation; it is the 

generation of the Firstborn; it is not the earthly generation of Christ, not going 

back to Adam, or going back to Abraham. No this is a new generation. This 

generation is the generation of the Firstborn, for He is declared to be Firstborn 

from among the dead, only begotten of God out from among the dead. This is 

His generation, an Eternal generation, a generation without end, a generation 

purposed for the dwelling and expression of His fulness, which is the fulness 

of the Godhead having bodily expression. 

 

References: 

John 1:13 

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man, but of God. 

 

John 3:6 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 

 

Colossians 1:18 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead: that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 

Revelation 1:5 

And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the 

dead, the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us and washed 

us from our sins in his own blood. 
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Reality of The Body of Christ 
 

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, “But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? 

and with what body do they come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not 

quickened, except it die. And that which thou soweth, thou soweth not that 

body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other 

grain: But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his 

own body.” You know Paul is not giving a lesson in agriculture here, any 

more than in 1 Corinthians 12:12; is he giving a lesson in human anatomy. He 

is talking about the reality of the Body of Jesus Christ. There in 1 Corinthians 

12, Christ is the very living Spirit of that Body. Here He is the very Seed that 

falls into the ground and brings that Body forth in His Resurrection, because 1 

Corinthians 15 is all about the Resurrection of the Body of Jesus Christ and is 

not about resurrected bodies in one way or another. Nothing of 1 Corinthians 

15 is about resurrected bodies. It is about the resurrected Body of Jesus 

Christ, which Body you are. It is about the One who says; “I am the 

Resurrection and I am the Life.” (John 11:25) And those who are raised up by 

Him who is indwelling them, are those who are also raised up in Him; that 

they may become the increase of Him as His Body, the Church, a NEW 

generation, a NEW creation. Hallelujah. 1 Corinthians 15:42-44, “So also is 

the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in 

incorruption. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory.” He is talking about 

Christ. He was the One who was sown in weakness, raised in power; He is the 

One who took upon Himself corruptibility; raised incorruptible. He is the One 

of whom the Psalmist speaks when he says, “Thou shalt not leave my soul in 

hell; neither suffer thine Holy One to return to corruption.”(Psalm 16:10) No, 

this is talking of HIM. He brings one body to death; He brings forth a New 

Body, that body which is not of flesh, but of Spirit. The fact that we have this 

whole treasure in earthen vessels is simply that these earthen vessels may 

serve that treasure, because the power and excellency is not of the earthen 

vessel, but of God. Don’t we understand that these earthen vessels will end: 

the bodies we have will end, but The Body we are is eternal in the heavens! 1 

Corinthians 15:43, “ It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory: it is sown in 

weakness; it is raised in power.” Well that is the Cross. “It is sown a natural 

body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a 

spiritual body.” Verse 45, and look who this is talking about here. “And so it 

is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam a life 

quickening spirit.” That is the body that he is talking about. “Howbeit that 

was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that 
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which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the 

Lord from Heaven. As is the earthy, so are they also that are earthy: and as is 

the heavenly, so are they that are heavenly.” 

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 12:12 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that 

one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 

 

John 12:24 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and 

die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:7 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 

may be of God, and not of us. 

 

 

Adam – Christ 

 
It is simply saying, as is Adam, so are they that are the body of Adam and the 

generation of Adam. But as is Christ, so are they that are of Christ, the 

generation of Christ. He took upon Himself the first body that He might bring 

that whole generation to death. But He brings forth a New and a Living Body, 

a Body by New Birth, a Body by Regeneration, a Body which is counted of 

that Seed which is in you as a New Generation, a New whole Generation, an 

Eternal Generation. Don’t you see what Paul is saying here? Yes, we have 

this in earthen vessels, but it is not of the earthen vessels. In fact, it is through 

the earthen vessels bearing the marks of His dying, that the real Life, which is 

in us, is manifested forth in the earth. And I am not talking about you 

suffering bad things either. I am talking about you, in your very physical 

bodies living in the understanding that it is not I, but Christ. And that this 

physical body is not the body that I am; it is simply a body that I have so that 

I may serve the Body that I am. That is what I am talking about when I say 

there about “the dying of the Lord Jesus Christ.” I am not talking about 

sleeping in bad beds and eating bad food and having to put up with bad 

places, and all the other things that so many Christians call “suffering”, none 

of which truly are. At least they are not the sufferings of the Cross and not the 

sufferings, which Paul is speaking of concerning the fellowship of the 
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sufferings of Christ. No, that works in us inwardly, and causes us to live as 

those who have no life but Christ; understanding that we are nobody but The 

Body of Christ. We have bodies, but the New Birth is NOT of those bodies; 

therefore, these bodies become servants of righteousness and instruments of 

righteousness, but they are not the righteousness itself. That Righteousness is 

Christ in you.   

 

References: 

1 Corinthians 15:22 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:14 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died 

for all, then were all dead. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:10 

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 

also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 

 

Galatians 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 

God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 

Philippians 3:10 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of 

his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. 

 

Romans 6:19, 22 

I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as 

ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto 

iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto 

holiness...But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye 

have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 
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Also 

 
1 Corinthians 15:48, “ As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and 

as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.” This word “also” is 

a Greek word KAI, pronounced, kahee; Strong’s #2532. It is having a 

copulative force; it is like ‘to copulate’. In the natural when a man copulates, 

he casts his seed. This word “also” has a copulative as well as a cumulative 

force to it. Where else is that used? John 14:3, “ …and receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, ye may be also.” It means a ‘joining together as one.’ 

The natural picture would be a man casting his seed into his wife, whereby 

they two become one flesh, and whereby an increase of the one is formed in 

the other. This word “also” means that as is the heavenly, (who is that? 

Christ), such are they also that are heavenly. As is Christ, such are they that 

are Christ’s, The Second Man, The Lord from Heaven, His Body, a Spiritual 

Body. As He is, so are they that are His; so are they that are One with Him. 

Now there is a distinguishing between the Head and the Body: the one 

distinguished from the other, but there is no separation. They are One for the 

purpose that Christ in His fulness may have increase (the One in many that 

they in Him may be the increase of One. Oh the mystery of God!). Paul goes 

on to say, “And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear 

the image of the heavenly.” That is part of the renewing of the Holy Spirit in 

the Regeneration, bearing the image of the One Whose Body we now are. 

Blessed be the Lamb of the Living God! Do we understand that it is His 

Body, the Church, that gives Him Person in the earth? My prayer for you, for 

me; very simply is that God would enlighten the eyes of our understanding, 

that He would give to us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge 

of Jesus Christ. That you and I would. Look beyond these clay vessels, and in 

the very Face of the Son of God, see Him whose Body we now are, that we 

would define the Church by the Person. The Lord Bless. Amen 

 

References: 

1 John 3:2 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 

shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we 

shall see him as he is. 

 

1 John 4:17 

Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 

judgment,: because as he is, so are we in this world. 
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Ephesians 1:17,18 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory may give unto you 

the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your 

understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 

calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. 

 


