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by  
Jimmy Ned Collins 

 
 

Our desire should not be that we would figure it all out, nor that we 
would win the battle, nor even that we would get the situations under 
our belt etc….  BUT our desire should be that Christ be REVEALED in 
us, and that we continue in His revealing. 
 

When I say this I am not speaking as one who has mastered 
anything, but in fact, as one who is a complete failure in trying to get 
his act together.  An utter idiot I am.  Not because of  my own personal 
lack etc…, but because of  THE FAILURE TO SEE GOD’S PROVISION 
(HIS SON), and because of  that - somehow still trying to produce of  
myself  that which Christ is. 
 

I remember a time at Bible School, after I had miserably failed yet 
again, stopping by the check in and out board and hearing the Spirit of  
The Lord speak into my heart:  “Who told you that YOU still had a 
life?  This does not come from Him who calls you.”  I had slipped into 
the illusion that I somehow had a life other than Christ Who is my Life.  
That it was still “me” pre-Cross.  And being in such a state of  
confusion, I found myself  needing to correct that which Christ had 
already put away in His Cross.  
 

Do you know where I am coming from?  I am not sure if  you do.  But 
I am coming from exactly the same as you are:  IN HIM.  Whether we 
feel like it or not, or even believe it or not, we (those who are born-
again) are In Christ having only His Life.  The corpse we often times 
struggle with is still indeed Dead in The Cross of  Christ, Buried in The 
Cross of  Christ, and LEFT buried in The Cross of  Christ!  We cannot 
look in the natural mirror, nor at our actions or thoughts for this 
evidence.  We simply cry, “Father reveal Your Son in me”.  It is only as 
we are seeing Him Who remains, that we can see the UTTER 
destruction of  the first, and the UTTER putting away of  the same, 
never to be seen again.  For Christ did Die.  Christ was indeed Buried.  
And Christ most definitely Rose Again from among the dead, leaving 
the Dead buried in the grave never to rise! 
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I like one of  Webster’s 1828 Dictionary definitions for the word 
“utter”. 
“UT'TER, a. 
…4.  Complete; total; final; as utter ruin.” 
 

There is no hope for that one getting back up again!  It is an 
undisputed Knockout with no survivors! 
 

I also like the word “continue” as opposed to “abide”.  The Greek 
word can be translated either way, but somehow with the word “abide” 
we get the idea that we need to get in Christ, then stay in Christ to 
bear fruit.  We read the passage in John 15… 
 

Jn 15:4-5 
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am 
the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

 
We read this passage and think, “I need to get in Christ to bear fruit 

(manifest Christ)”.  This is very incorrect, and not the mind of  God at 
all.  But the mind of  God would say, “Continue, stay Where you are.  It 
is I being in you that is your ability to continue.  You continue because 
I am in you.  You are in Me, because I am in you, not the other way 
around.  Now let your heart continue in Me, because I am continuing in 
you.”  Our security in this whole matter is that Christ IS in us (those 
who are born-again).  And it is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of  Truth, that 
reveals the Son in us.  Remember also, it is of  God that we are in Christ 
Jesus (1Cor 1:30).  Here is the verse: 
 

1Cor 1:30 
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption 

 
It is of  God - Not of  us.  It is of  God – NOT OUR DOING.  It is of  

God - whether we like it or not, or whether the enemy likes it or not.  
It is of  God that we ARE in Christ Jesus.  And that is just the way 
things are.   
 

And not only that, it is HE, HE, HE, not us.  HE is our 
Righteousness, He is our Sanctification, He is our Redemption.  We are 
not, nor will we ever be righteous.  He is our righteousness.  Do you 
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want to see my righteousness?  Look at Christ.  We are not, nor will 
ever be in and of  ourselves sanctified (in a state of  purity).  Do you 
want to see my purity?  Look at Christ - only He is pure.  It is HIS own 
body that Christ has redeemed, not the corruptible nature!  We are the 
corruptible nature.  We will not get any better than corruptible.  We 
will never become incorruptible – only He is Incorruptible.  We are not 
these things, but Christ is all of  these things in us!  We cannot try hard 
enough, we cannot toe the line, we are not Jesus!  All of  our struggles 
are from lack of  seeing HIM.   
 

This is called GRACE.  We did not initiate this, nor can we keep it 
going.  The enemy (devil, world, our carnal religious mind) would have 
us DO something to get it together, to shape up, to get right.  But 
God, Who is completely OTHER, would show us His Son, that we 
would see that it is already DONE. 
 

These are two completely different minds.  The first says: 
“something needs to happen”, but the Second says: “it is done”.  The 
first says: “I have problems”, the Second says: “YOU are the problem, 
and I put YOU away in The Cross”.  The first says: “I feel condemned”, 
the Second says: “The first is, and will always be condemned, because it 
is not The Second”.  By the GRACE of  God, the first comes to the 
conclusion: “There is no hope for the first”. 
 

God says: “You can do nothing”.  But we still think that there is 
something to do.  God says: “You can not add anything, nor take 
anything away from MY FINISHED WORK OF THE CROSS”. 
 

And it is only by God’s grace that we can even hear and respond.  
Once having begun hearing our hearts rejoice and declare as the rest: 
 

Ps 16:2 
O my soul, you have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, My 
goodness is nothing apart from You.” 
 
Rom 7:18 
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: 

 
The thing is that we still think that it is all about us, and are yet ignorant of 

the Life we have received.  We look to the corpse and say, “I just can’t seem to 
get it right”.  And all the while Jesus is saying, “Follow me; and let the dead bury 
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their dead.” (Mtt 8:22).  It is no wonder the Holy Spirit brings to remembrance 
Jesus’ words to us time and time again… 
 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.  (Mtt 11:28-30) 

 
It is not a burdensome thing learning the Lord.  It is not a burdensome thing 

having no thought, but to know the Lord.  This is eternal Life (Jn 17:3).  And 
this is what makes manifest His Life – the revealing of Him, thus knowing the 
Life we now have. 
 

Jn 17:3 
And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 

 
In regard to faith, faith is not believing “God will do…”, but faith is seeing 

God HATH DONE and believing His good report, and finding our soul’s rest in 
that.  And therefore rejoicing in the Lord!  And glorying, and making our boast 
in the Lord and in His Cross! 
 
Phil 4:4   
REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAY: and again I say, Rejoice. 
 
1Cor 1:30-31 
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is 
written, HE THAT GLORIETH, LET HIM GLORY IN THE LORD. 
 
Gal 6:14 
But God forbid that I SHOULD GLORY, SAVE IN THE CROSS OF OUR 
LORD JSESUS CHRIST, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world. 
 
 
 

***   ***   *** 
 

As always, 
If this has blessed you, please share it  with others.  Freely you have received, 
freely give. 


