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Importance of  Being Established In Christ 
4-25-04 

by Jimmy Ned Collins 
 
 

 

All Fulness In Christ 
 

 “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in 
him, which is the head of all principality and power” (Col 2:9-10). 
 
 

There is great importance of being established in Christ.  It is in Him that 
dwelleth all the fullness.  Now if it is in Him that dwelleth all the fullness, then 
it is only in Him that dwelleth all the fullness.  Therefore no where else will we 
find His fullness.  If then, we are trying to find fullness outside of Him, then we 
are wasting our energies.  For once again, all fullness is found in Him.  And not 
only is all fullness found in Christ, we also are complete in  Him.  Now if it is in  
Him that we are complete, then nowhere else are we found to be complete. 
 

I would like us to consider for a moment, in Col 2:10, the word “complete.”  
The basic definition of this word “complete” in the Strong’s Concordance is:  “to 
make replete” (Grk 4137).  Now this word replete according to the Webster’s 
1828 Dictionary is:  “Completely filled; full.”  And according to the Funk & 
Wagnalls Standard Dictionary this word is:  “1. Full or supplied to the utmost.”   

 
So then, the believer in Christ is completely filled, supplied to the utmost.  

Now it is only in  Christ that they are completely filled, supplied to the utmost.  
Even as it is only in Christ that dwelleth all the fullness, so also, it is only in  
Christ that the believer is completely filled.  But filled/supplied with what, or 
better still, with Whom?  We as believers in Christ, are filled/supplied to the 
utmost with Christ Himself.  It is in Christ, that Christ is all and in all.  The 
verse reads:  “Where there is neither Greek nor Jew… but Christ is all, and in 
all” (Col 3:11).  Where is it that there is no Greek (Gentile)?  Where is it that 
there is no Jew?  Where is it that there is no “I?”  Now “I” am either a Jew, or “I” 
am a Gentile.  So then, where is it not “I?”  It is in Christ.  The reason for this is 
that in the Cross, both Jew and Gentile are crucified, dead and buried, and only 
one Life comes forth from the grave, and that is Christ.  Even as Paul stated in 
Galatians:  “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ  
liveth in me…” (Gal 2:20, emphasis mine).  So then, I am crucified dead (2Cor 
5:14).  I am buried (Rom 6:4).  Now I live in  Him (Act 17:28).  Yet, it is not I who 
live again, but Christ who lives in me.  He is the Resurrection, and He is the Life 
of the Resurrection (Jn 11:24-26).  His is the Life that comes forth from the 
grave, and I live by Him.  So we see that it is only here in Christ that we are 
filled to the utmost with Christ, because it is only His Life that is found here.  
Yes we are in Him, and we are in Him only by His Life. 
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Provision is Found 
 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in 
a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a 
burnt offering in the stead of his son.  And Abraham called the name of that place 
Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen” (Gen 
22:13-14). 
 
 

The reading for this portion is Genesis 22:1-14, with special attention to 
verses 13 and 14.  This is the account of Abraham offering up Isaac his son.  
There is an immense type and shadow, of the Father and the Son, that takes place 
here.  There is also a very practical way that Abraham did indeed offer up an 
acceptable sacrifice in the stead of his son.   

 
Now, I want us to take note of the situation in which Abraham is found.  God 

is requiring something of Abraham.  So then, Abraham is found in a situation 
wherein he must give unto God that which He desires.  But that which God 
desires is also that which God Himself provides:  “God will provide himself a 
lamb” (Gen 22:8).  Now then, are not the sum of all situations and circumstances 
just that?  Regardless of how it might appear to us or to others, ALL situations 
for the born again believer are just an opportunity to give unto God that which 
He Himself desires, that which He Himself has provided.  And is it not ultimately 
God the Father Who is to be pleased?  And what is it that He desires?  What is it 
that pleases Him?  Here are some verses that show us clearly His desire: 
 

Mt 3:17 
“And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” 
 
Mt 17:5 
“While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a 
voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well  
pleased; hear ye him.” 
 
Jn 8:29 
“And he that sent me is with me:  the Father hath not left me alone; for I do 
always those things that please him.” 
 
Rom 15:3 
“For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of 
them that reproached thee fell on me.” 

 
 Now let us look a little closer at verses 13 and 14.  Before Abraham offered 
unto God what He desired and what He Himself provided in this account, there is 
an order of events that takes place.  The first thing is that Abraham “lifted up his 
eyes.”  Now, if in the situation in which we are found, we are looking to the earth 
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in any way, then the supply is lacking and limited to us or others as being the 
source.  And if the supply is limited to us or others as being the source, then it 
will never be what God Himself provides.  So Abraham “lifted up his eyes” into 
the heavens away from himself.  His attention was no longer the situation, but 
God.  It became:  not Abraham, but God.  Next, Abraham “looked.”  Not only 
were his eyes lifted up out of the earth, but he was looking, looking unto God.  
He was seeing.  And as he looked, “behind him a ram… .”  By lifting up his eyes 
and by looking, Abraham had turned unto where the Lord’s provision for what 
He Himself requires, is found.  Lastly, he calls the name of that place, 
“Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be 
seen.”  Now what is this “In the mount of the LORD?”  Is it not a type of being in 
mount Zion, being in Christ?  Mount Zion in the Bible is in type:  a people in 
relationship with Christ wherein His government/character is flourishing in 
them naturally.  And in this place, what is it that shall be seen?  What shall be 
seen is the LORD’S provision for that which He requires.  And what is the 
LORD’S provision for that which He requires?  “God will provide himself a lamb” 
(Gen 22:8). 
 
 
 

Full of The Holy Ghost 
 

“But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.  Then they cried 
out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, And 
cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a 
young man’s feet, whose name was Saul.  And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, 
and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.  And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice , Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.  And when he had said this, he fell asleep” 
(Act 7:55-60). 
 
 
 Here we have a beautiful example of the way the Holy Spirit wonderfully 
works in a believer’s daily situations and circumstances.  Please know that in this 
passage Stephen did indeed experience deliverance although his unfavorable 
situation did not change.  The deliverance that he experienced was not from his 
situation, but from himself! 
 
 Here, as well as with the account of Abraham, is an order of events that takes 
place before God Himself receives that which He desires.  First we find Stephen 
“being full of the Holy Ghost.”  Stephen has a steadfast relationship with the 
Holy Ghost, not only in revealing Christ in the scriptures (Act 7:2-54; [5, 13, 37, 
51, 52]), but also in actively revealing Christ in Stephen (Act 6:9-10; 7:55-56, 59-
60).  Next, Stephen “Looked up stedfastly into heaven.”  Here once again we have 
a believer looking up into heaven, away from himself.  His attention is not the 
situation, but God.  It is unto this heart that be “the heavens opened.”  The 
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heavens being opened, he sees “the glory of God.”  He sees the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ (2Cor 4:6).  He sees the provision of God found in Christ, 
as Christ.  Christ Himself being the Lamb, God’s provision (Gen 22:8).  Stephen 
has laid hold of Christ, laid hold of the Prize, you can see this as he is saying, 
“receive my spirit.”  He is offering the acceptable sacrifice because the spirit he is 
displaying during the whole circumstance is the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of the 
Lamb.  It is as though he were saying, ‘LORD, receive Thy Lamb; Father, receive 
Thy beloved Son; Lord Jesus, receive Thine own sweet Spirit; oh God, be Thou 
glorified.’   
 

Here in this vessel, God has received that which He requires.  Stephen is 
found to be completely filled, supplied to the utmost with Christ, for he is being 
found in Christ.  Also, those involved are impacted first hand by that same sweet 
Spirit of Christ whether they recognize it or not, receive it, or reject it.  This is 
seen as Stephen is asking the Lord to “lay not this sin to their charge.”  Is this 
not that same sweet Spirit that said, “Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do” (Lk 23:34)?  Surely it is.  Stephen has entered in to all fullness 
found only in Christ, and therefore displays the fruit of such a relationship, first 
unto God, then unto the world.  
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 

So then, it is in Christ that Christ is all and in all.  As our hearts, by the 
Spirit of God, are being lifted up out of the earth into heavenly places, into where 
we are seeing Christ, being found in Him (in Him who is all fullness), then there 
is full provision to meet the true need of any given situation.  And thus, God 
Himself is pleased with The Acceptable Offering:  His Lamb, His Christ.  And the 
world is left with a precious corner stone to be either accepted and received, or 
to be despised and rejected. 
 

******** 
 
And as always,  
If this has blessed you, please share it with others.  Freely you have received, 
freely give. 


