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My little children, of whom I travail in birth again 
until Christ be formed in you, 

Gal 4:19 
 
The Lord has a greater purpose than our desires.  Even when our desires 
are “good,” even godly, He always has LIFE in view.  That His Son be 
formed in us, a greater measure of the expression of Christ in His Body.  
This IS His desire, and when it is our desire as well, then and only then is 
there peace in our soul, and we are no longer walking in our “own” way, 
but walking in The Way.   
 

This does not mean that our ship does not go through the storm, or that 
it does not crash.  (We use the term “ship” here in reference to our 
individual physical bodies.)  It means that LIFE is preserved! (Acts 27:21-
25).  It means that His Life is what remains!!! (Acts 27:21-25; Mtt 24:1-3, 
Mtt 24:36-42; Lk 17:20-21, Lk 17:26-36; Gal 1:13-16, Gal 1:20-24).  
 

Acts 27:21-25 
But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said,  
Sirs , ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete ,  
and to have gained this harm and loss.  And now I exhort you to be of good 
cheer: for there shall  be no loss of [any man’s] life among you, but of the 
ship. For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and 
whom I serve,  Saying, Fear not , Paul;  thou must be brought before Caesar : 
and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. Wherefore , sirs ,  
be of good cheer:  for I believe God, that it  shall  be even as it was told me. 

 

Remember that God always has Christ in view.  Here Paul is in a 
dangerous situation, but ultimately the whole issue has nothing to do 
with the situation or Paul.  It has to do with Life.  It has to do with 
Christ.  If all the crew had safely made it through the storm etc… and 
there had not been a greater measure of expression of Christ as a result of 
it, then it was all in vain even if everyone was ok.  Why?  Where is 
Christ?  Where is His increase?  Where is God the Father glorified?  
Where is Christ His Son glorified?  This is the true issue in every 
situation or circumstance.   
 

The wheat must be threshed so that the chaff (that old humanity with its 
old corruptible nature) can be removed (put off) (Eph 4:22-24; Col 3:9-11).  
But who would willingly subject himself to such an existence?  Only a son 
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who is responding to the Holy Spirit will (Jn 15:26; Jn 16:13-14).  Only a 
son whose heart is turning to see the Lord will (2Cor 3:16-17).  Only a 
son in whom The Son is being revealed will (Eph 3:17-19; Phil 3:12-14, 
16).  Only a son who desires Christ even at the cost of all things, even his 
own life, will (Phil 1:20-21 Phil 3:7-8).   
 

We (who are Born Again) have His Son, but what will it take for His Son 
to be seen?  Do we truly know?  It takes the Cross (Gal 2:20).  But for us 
that might not literally mean two pieces of wood.  Possibly it means a 
situation or circumstance.  That is really what it is.  A situation or 
circumstance allowed or fashioned by God to serve His Purpose:  That 
Christ be formed in us, a greater measure of Christ formed in us!  What a 
goal!  What a purpose! 
 

Indeed, what is the point of being in the land if we (those who are born 
again/born from above) continue to function by an old nature that is of 
Egypt, from beneath? (Gal 5:25).  The old nature is contrary to Christ.  
No, the Lord never intended such an existence for the one who is born 
from above.  The Lord has always, and will always have LIFE (The Son) 
in view.  And it is this Life (Christ) that is formed in us.  It is similar to a 
husbandman who plants a seed because he has fruit in view (Jn 15:1-2, Jn 
15:8; Jas 5:7).  How much greater The Husbandman who has birthed us of 
Incorruptible Seed! (1Ptr 1:23).  It is the Precious Fruit of the Seed in the 
earth that is in view.  And this Fruit is the very nature of Jesus Christ 
Himself going forth from the believer (Gal 5:22-23). 
 

Jas 5:7   
Be patient therefore,  brethren, unto the coming of the Lord.  Behold, the 
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for 
it ,  until he receive the early  and latter rain.  

 

1Ptr 1:23   
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,  by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 

 

Gal 5:22-25   
But the fruit of the Spirit is  love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness , goodness ,  
faith , Meekness , temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are 
Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.  If we live in the 
Spirit ,  let  us also walk in the Spirit.  

 

 
***   ***   *** 

As always, 
If this has blessed you, please share it with others.  Freely you have received, 
freely give. 


