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THE SEED OF GOD 
by 

Wayne Shelton 
 
 
 

The Seed As It Relates To A Person 
 
Gen 1:11-12   
And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding SEED, and the 
fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and 
it was so.  And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his 
kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God 
saw that it was good. 
 
Gen 1:24-25  
And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, 
and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.  And God 
made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 
 
From creation we see that God created the living things of the earth with seed 
or the ability to reproduce within itself.  This is ultimately speaking of what 
God has obtained in Christ Jesus.  This discourse is to look at how God set this 
forth in the scripture, particularly in God’s dealings with Abraham, and Israel. 
 

ABRAHAM 
From the beginning of God’s dealings with Abraham we see a contrast set forth.   
Abram was to get out of his land, country men, and kindred, and go to the land 
that God would show him.  Here in Abram we see God dealing with the Old and 
the New.  If we can hear and see by the Spirit we can see the Cross of Jesus 
Christ set forth.  It is set forth of the getting out of one, and the coming into 
another, old and new.  Abraham was separated from his seed, his brethren, and 
brought over into a new land.  This new is realized in Isaac.  No where in 
Scripture does God set forth the type of the Seed of God any greater than he 
does in Isaac, and then his dealing with Israel.   
 
Gen 12:1-3  
Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 



 3 

thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 
 
As Abraham entered the land that God had brought him into, which we know as 
Canaan, God immediately began to deal with Abraham in the view of the Seed, 
or an offspring.  God sets forth his promise to Abraham and his Seed.  This 
promise to the Seed is set forth throughout Genesis.  For our studies we can 
look at Genesis: 12:7, 13:15, 15:18, and 17:8.    
 
Gen 12:7  
And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this 
land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. 
 
We have to ask ourselves, what is God saying in this Seed?  God is saying 
something.  Why couldn’t Abraham use one in his household, Genesis 15:1-4, to 
be counted as the Seed?  Furthermore, why couldn’t he use his own son, Ishmael 
for the Seed?  In Genesis sixteen it is recorded that Abraham went into Sara’s 
handmaid, and she had of him a son named Ishmael.  This son, when set before 
the Lord, was not counted as the Seed for the promises of God.  Why Not?  
Ishmael is Abraham’s son, but he cannot be counted as the promised Son. 
 
Gen 17:16-21  
And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she 
shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her.  Then Abraham fell 
upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him 
that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?  And 
Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee!  And God said, 
Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: 
and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with 
his seed after him.  And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed 
him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve 
princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.  But my covenant will 
I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the 
next year. 
 
Gen 21:12  
And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the 
lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, 
hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 
 
What we have to see here as we answer the question above: “Why could Ishmael 
not be the seed of promise?” is that Ishmael was born by works, and not by 
promise.  Abraham worked to have Ishmael.  He was born of Abraham’s own 
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effort.   He was not given of God.  He was a type of works, or flesh before God, 
so much so, that in Galatians 4, God shows that in Abraham are the two 
covenants.  One Covenant being of the law, and the other the Covenant of 
promise.  In Ishmael is shown the bondages of the flesh. 
 
Gal 4:22-26  
For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other 
by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but 
he of the freewoman was by promise.  Which things are an allegory: for these are 
the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, 
which is Agar.  For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to 
Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.  But Jerusalem 
which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 
 

ISAAC 
Isaac on the other hand came forth through divine intervention.  Sara was 
incapable of having a son.  God brought forth Isaac.  Isaac is the son of promise.  
Abraham receives Isaac of promise, and not of works.  If we cannot see that God 
is speaking of Christ Jesus our Lord here, then we simply do not understand 
what God is saying in this Seed.   
   
Gen 18:11  
Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be 
with Sarah after the manner of women. 
 
Heb 11:11  
Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was 
delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who 
had promised. 
 
God brings forth Isaac through divine intervention.  Isaac is in type born of the 
Spirit. This is fulfilled in Christ.  Jesus is born of the Spirit in reality, when he is 
brought into the world.  He comes forth of God.  Here in Christ is reality.  While 
God brought forth Isaac, he was brought forth of Abraham’s seed.  Jesus was 
brought forth of the seed of God.  Mary conceived of the Holy Ghost.  
Ultimately, Christ is being declared in the seed of Abraham.  Ultimately, Christ 
is the seed of Abraham. 
 
Mtt 1:18-21  
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost.  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to 
make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.  But while he 
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thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from 
their sins. 
 
In Isaac, God declares that which is of the Spirit.  Isaac represents that which is 
born of God’s Spirit.  Now we see here that God sets forth in Abraham that 
which is born of Man, and that which is born of God.  this is seen in Abraham’s 
two sons.  Isaac is in type: the children of promise, or the children born of the 
Spirit.  Ishmael is in type: the children born of the flesh.  Romans Nine sets this 
forth clearly.   
 
Rom 9:7-9  
Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called.  That is, They which are the children of the flesh, 
these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted 
for the seed.  For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sarah 
shall have a son. 
 
As is declared above, Ishmael represents that which is born of the flesh.  Jesus 
takes that which is born of the flesh to the cross and crucifies it.  Here Ishmael is 
put away.  He then brings forth the Seed of the Spirit through His resurrection. 
 
Gen 21:10-12  
Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the 
son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.  And the 
thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son.  And God said 
unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and  
because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto 
her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 
 
Now listen to what God says when he speaks to Abraham concerning his 
sacrifice of Isaac.  “Take now thine only son,”   Ishmael has completely been cut 
off in God’s mind.  Isaac is viewed as the only son, or the only heir.  Now it is 
here in this sacrifice that God brings forth a seed to himself.   Isaac here 
represents the resurrection, and a new creation coming forth unto God.  While 
Isaac is not actually offered, he is offered in type.  Look at Hebrews Eleven.  
This new creation is seen more clearly in Jacob.   
 
 
 
 



 6 

Gen 22:2  
And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get 
thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one 
of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 
 
Heb 11:17-19  
By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received 
the promises offered up his only begotten son,  Of whom it was said, That in 
Isaac shall thy seed be called:  Accounting that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure. 
 
In all that has been said here, what is being declaredis:  “Thy seed, which is 
Christ.”  Galations 3:16 says it all.  The seed is fulfilled in Christ.  He is God’s 
seed.  He is God’s heir.  Out of Him, a people are brought forth unto God.  
These are those chosen in Him.  As that has been stated above, “In Isaac shall 
thy seed be called,” these are chosen in Christ.  Now this choosing is not 
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  To be in this seed you must 
be born of God’s Spirit. 
 
Gal 3:16  
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 
 
Jn 3:5-6  
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
 
Again, I repeat, God’s choosing is that of the Spirit.  You must be born again to 
be of God’s choosing.   We are not God’s choosing, or God’s seed by natural 
birth.  Many of God’s dear people have that view.  However, that view is not 
correct.  God’s choosing is according to the Spirit.  God’s choosing is in His Son.  
We are brought into His choosing when we are baptized into Christ by His 
Spirit, when we are born again.  Now God’s seed is that which is born of the 
Spirit.  This seed is raised up unto God by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  All 
that Isaac has done in representation has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
 
1Ptr 1:3  
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 
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Eph 2:4-6  
But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye 
are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus:  
 
We are made alive in and through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We are 
quickened in His quickening.  We are brought forth in Him.  He is the firstborn 
from the dead.  We are birthed in His resurrection.  This is our life.  This is 
where we are chosen. 
 
Acts 13:32-34  
And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made 
unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he 
hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten thee.  And as concerning that he raised him up 
from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will 
give you the sure mercies of David.  
 
ISRAEL 
We move from Isaac into Israel.  I want us to hear these words below. 
 
Ex 4:21-23  
And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that 
thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I 
will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go.  And thou shalt say 
unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn:  And I 
say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him 
go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn. 
 
“Israel is my son, even my firstborn.”  What is God saying here?  What is being 
declared?  As we begin to deal with this let us look at how Israel came about.   
 
Israel was first one man.  If we begin to consider Israel, we have to first consider 
Jacob.   Jacob’s name was changed to Israel.  Now I want us to consider what 
Israel means.  The Strong’s concordance definition of the Hebrew term “Israel” 
is #<3478>, and means:  “he will rule as God”.  Genesis 32:24-32 gives the 
account of Jacob’s name being changed to Israel.   Israel is a man.  He was first 
the man Jacob. 
 
Gen 32:28  
And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince 
hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 
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Jacob had twelve sons.  All of these sons and their tribes became known as 
Israel.   When we read of Israel in Exodus 4, as declared above, we are dealing 
with the nation Israel.  Another way to say this would be a man made up of many 
members.  This is the Israel that God calls His Son.  This is the Israel that God 
calls His Firstborn.  Israel is made up of many members, but is known in one 
name, or as one man. 
 
One thing I want us to see.  Israel is not a piece of land.  The land of Canaan 
becomes the land of Israel.  However, Israel is a man.  When many of God’s 
people think of Israel they think of the land in the Middle East.  We must 
understand that Israel is a Man.  God is dealing with a New Man. 
 
Now first Israel is God’s Son.  What does this mean?  Again we go back to Isaac.  
Israel comes from Isaac.  Isaac is brought forth by God through Abraham and 
Sara.  Israel represents Christ and His body the Church, which is brought forth 
through him.  This is why Israel was God’s chosen people.  This nation of people 
was chosen in Isaac.  We who are God’s Church are chosen in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.   Again our choosing is in Him. 
 
Second we must look at the statement, “even my firstborn.”  What is God saying 
in firstborn?   This word firstborn is referring to firstborn from the dead.  
Remember what we looked at earlier in Isaac.  Isaac was in type raised from the 
dead when he was offered up from Abraham.  He was God’s first fruits from the 
dead in representation.  He represented Christ who is the true firstborn from the 
dead. 
 
Col 1:18  
And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
  
Rom 8:29  
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 
1Cor 15:22-23  
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  But every man 
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his 
coming. 
 
Coming out with Christ from the dead is His Church, which is His body.  We are 
His many-membered body.  We are God’s first fruits in that we have been raised 
up with Christ from the dead.   We become the harvest (body) of the Firstborn 
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and only Seed of God which is Christ.  As we are baptized into Christ, we are 
baptized into His death by the Holy Spirit, and then quickened in His life by the 
same Spirit.   
 
Eph 1:19-23  
And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, 
when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come:  And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over 
all things to the church,  Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in 
all. 
 
1Cor 12:13-14  
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. 
 
Rom 12:4-5  
For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same 
office: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of 
another. 
 
Rom 6:3-4  
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
 
 
In conclusion, we are the body of Christ, the increase of the One Seed of God.  
This seed that begins with Abraham, and continues in Israel is fulfilled in Christ 
and continues in the Church.  This Seed is to produce after its own Kind.  What 
is set here in this Study is a View of Christ as the Seed of the Lord.   
 
My desire is that God’s people would take a closer look at their Bibles, and see 
how Christ is declared from the Scripture.  My prayer is that this study will 
challenge our hearts, and open our souls to view the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
May Christ Enlighten Us. 
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