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Section One 
 

 

An Inward Acknowledgement 

 

 

 

Knowing Christ 
 

There is no greater pleasure for me than to witness hearts that are hungry to 

know Christ. I have no greater joy than to share with those who truly want to 

know Him. Many people, especially in Bible School environments such as 

this, want to know and gather vast amounts of biblical information. They 

want to get their theology in line. They seek to learn correct terminology and 

theological principles. However, I know the one thing, and Paul spoke of the 

one thing that truly qualifies anyone to preach and live in the truth of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. Galatians 1:16, It pleased God… “To reveal his Son 

in me, that I might preach him…” As learned in the scriptures as Paul was, it 

did not give him the sufficient tools to preach the Gospel. The only things 

that made that possible, was for his soul to be unveiled to the living 

substance of the Gospel, the Yea and Amen of every jot and tittle of the 

scriptures. Such an experience did not give him the ability or the desire to 

preach theological points. This inward revealing of Christ, brought Paul to a 

face-to-face encounter with the Eternal Desire of God, of Whom God 

testified in many ways and in diverse manners under the shadows of the 

Mosaic economy. When Christ was revealed in Paul’s soul, Paul could go to 

the same scriptures that had beforehand testified of his prophetic hope and 

now see the testimony of a very present fullness he was enjoying in the 

Person of the Son of God. The scriptures had not changed, but Paul’s heart 

had been brought from promises and prophesies to the Person. Therefore, his 

preaching was not a declaration of an unfulfilled scripture, but 
1
a 

presentation of the Word of God in its fullness. How? He preached the 

Crucified and Risen Christ as the Fullness of every type, figure, and 

prophecy. Paul did not now have a more thorough understanding of the Old 

Testament scriptures; he now lived as one beholding and comprehending the 
2
One Substance of Whom those scriptures testify. Bible lessons and 

                                                           
1
 Colossians 1:25, “to present to you the word of God in its fullness” NIV 

 
2
 John 5:39, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is 

these that testify about Me.” NASU 
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theological training cannot give your soul such a realization; only the 

revelation of Jesus Christ can. If this revealing is not the basis and source of 

our preaching and our living, then our preaching and our living is in all 

honesty vanity. The continual beholding and apprehending of the indwelling 

Christ must be the source of our preaching. For many years, I attended a 

fellowship, to which I was attracted because they said words that appealed to 

my desire to know the Lord. They used the right words like “sons of God”, 

“the kingdom of God”, “Christ in you”. They used all of the words that we 

love to hear, scriptural terms that are wonderful and declare reality. For a 

time, the excitement of hearing those things preached sustained me. 

However, God began to challenge me concerning the object of those terms. 

He began to show me that there is only One to Whom those terms are 

appropriately applied.  

 

 

The Person of The Word 
 

What was happening in this fellowship was what happens most of the time. 

People use the right words. They quote the correct verses. Yet, if the wrong 

Person or wrong object is in view when those terms and verses are read, the 

reality of those valid terms and verses have been corrupted and invalidated 

in the heart of those who read them. Terms such as Righteousness, Holiness, 

Perfection, Predestination, can only be defined in the Person Who is their 

eternal definition. When He is not the viewpoint of our hearts, we will 

automatically misappropriate and misapply those terms of reality and 

attempt to define them in the realm of illusion. What I mean is that if 

CHRIST is not the substance: if CHRIST is not the reality, there is no 

reality, except in our vain imagination.  Reality is not learned by the natural 

mind and acquired by theological learning. Reality must be revealed in you 

by the Spirit because the knowing of spiritual reality begins and ends with 

the seeing of Christ.  There is no understanding of your Salvation until you 

see HIM Who is your Salvation. In the seeing of Him you know, you 

comprehend; you inwardly experience the Salvation of your soul. Until that 

inward seeing begins, our Salvation will be falsely defined in the face of the 

wrong man or in view of the wrong object.   

 

 

 



 3 

Hearts to See Christ 
 

It is my desire for the Church to see and experience the indwelling Son of 

God. I want hearts to turn to see the Salvation that is in Christ. This was 

Paul’s desire for the Church. 2 Timothy 2:10, “Therefore I endure all things 

for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in 

Christ Jesus with eternal glory.” This does not mean that Paul perceived 

something missing in reference to Salvation that these would have to obtain 

at another time or by religious exercise. 
3
The word “obtain” actually means, 

“to experience or enjoy something that is presently happening”. Paul is 

saying that this Salvation that is in Christ and which has bound up within 

itself eternal glory, is now a present reality that every born again believer 

can experience and enjoy and his desire was to see the Body of Christ live in 

such a state of enjoyment.  

 

With that in mind, let us turn to Colossians 2:1-3, “For I would that ye knew 

what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as 

many as have not seen my face in the flesh; That their hearts might be 

comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full 

assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, 

and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge.” There is an interesting point here. Some of these 

people had not seen Paul face to face. They had heard of him and had heard 

his message, but they had never seen him. His emphasis here is not that 

those who have not seen him would finally see him. He did not say, “I hope 

I can visit them so that they can meet me.” Now of course he wanted to meet 

them, but that is not his point. He wanted their hearts to see Christ first and 

foremost. This was his prayer. He understood that the seeing of his face was 

of no consequence, but the failure to behold the face of Jesus Christ would 

have grave consequences.   

 

This type of language is not isolated in this letter, but is expressed as Paul’s 

desire in every one of his letters. His desire for the Church was that they 

would see Christ and know Him. We see that this is Paul’s personal desire in 
                                                           
3
 NT:5177 

tugxa/nw  to experience some happening (generally neutral in connotation) - 'to experience'. i%na 
kai\ au)toi\ swthri/a$ tu/xwsin th=$ e)n Xristw=|  )Ihsou= 'in order that even these might experience 

the salvation which is through Jesus Christ' 2 Timothy 2:10; 
(from Greek-English Lexicon Based on Semantic Domain. Copyright © 1988 United Bible Societies, New 

York. Used by permission.)  
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Philippians 3:10, “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, 

and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his 

death.” He has given account of all that was gain to him as a strict and 

faithful observer of the law, yet as one who has now come to this inward 

revelation of Christ of which we spoke earlier, he has now counted all of 

those, once valued elements, loss for one thing: the knowing of Christ. He 

says in verse 8, “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 

excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win 

Christ.” There is a great deal locked up in these words, that I am not going 

to explore right now, but Paul is actually dealing with his own heart being 

brought from the Old to the New, from the Shadows of the Law, to the 

Substance of the Son Himself. In view of this more glorious, superior, better, 

exceedingly great Christ, Paul counts all else as loss and as dung. Paul 

declares that the knowledge of Christ exceeds all that he once counted as 

gain and of value. How can he say that? He can say that because now his 

heart has been unveiled to the exceeding riches of the Presence of Christ. 

People who think that Christ in us is not sufficient, in that His indwelling 

presence does not constitute a perfect and full Salvation, have never beheld 

Christ Who is in them. When He is seen (inwardly) He is seen to be All in 

all.  

 

That which was gain to Paul, was in reference to that system that could only 

point to Christ and testify of His Coming. Yet, now Paul has inwardly 

experienced the coming of that Christ and thus the knowing of Him was 

counted as exceedingly greater riches than any mere testimony. Proverbs 

8:21 says that Christ will, “cause those that love me to inherit substance; 

and I will fill their treasures.” Paul had now come, by the revelation of 

Christ, to inherit Substance and Christ the Substance filled his soul with His 

unsearchable riches.  That is what “that I may win Christ” means. It is 

partaking of Christ and knowing Him to be the true gain and exceeding 

riches of God. Kenneth Wuest states that Paul’s use of the term “win” 

speaks of his “acquisition of the perfections of Christ”. 

 

 

Hearts Established 
 

It is such a heart constraining and soul transforming experience that Paul 

desires for the Church of Jesus Christ. In Colossians 2:2, Paul writes, “that 

their hearts might be comforted.” While that word comforted is wonderful as 
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it is, in one Greek translation, the word “established” is used instead. I 

believe that this word is more appropriate for the context of this letter. Paul 

was writing to the Colossians that they would come to be established in 
4
the 

kingdom into which they had been translated. He wanted their hearts to be 
5
rooted and grounded within the confines of that Son in Whom all fullness 

resides. He desired for them to 
6
set the affection of their hearts on Christ that 

He would appear in their hearts and in that appearing, establish their hearts 

in the actuality of their union with Him; so that they would comprehend him 

as all that He is in them. I believe there to be no greater consolation; no 

greater peace than when our hearts are ESTABLISHED in the Person of our 

Salvation. The Spirit of God is always working towards the establishing of 

our heart within the boundaries of Christ Himself. Except our hearts be 
7
established in the grace that has made us partakers of His Fullness, we will 

look outside of that relationship with Him to find and acquire what we 

perceive to be spiritual reality. However, outside of Him there is NO reality. 

Paul uses a word in the second verse that I want to consider for a moment. 

He writes, “…in the full assurance of understanding to the acknowledgment 

of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ.”  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4
 Colossians 1:13, “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 

translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son” KJV 

 
5
 Colossians 2:6-10, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 

him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 

abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy 

and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 

Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in 

him, which is the head of all principality and power.” KJV 

 
6
 Colossians 3:1-4, “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, 

where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on 

things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, 

who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” KJV 

 
7
 Hebrews 13:9, “Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good 

thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited 

them that have been occupied therein.” KJV 
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The Mystery of God 

 
Most translations will rightly translate the end of this verse: The Mystery of 

God WHO IS CHRIST. The mystery is not ABOUT Him – it IS Him. Let 

me explain something with regard to Paul’s use of the term “mystery”. 

When Paul uses this term, he does so with reference to that age in which 

God utilized enigmatic elements to signify the fullness that would come at 

His appointed time. This term speaks of that Divine Truth that was kept 

hidden within Old Covenant symbolisms and rituals, but which is now made 

manifest in the New. Therefore, when Paul uses the term “mystery”, it is 

exclusively contained within the context of the Old Covenant and never with 

regard to the New. There is NO MYSTERY in the New Covenant. This 

means there is nothing that God is keeping from those who are in His Son 

and have a desire to know Him. The Light of the New Covenant had dawned 

in the heart of Paul. Therefore, he walked in the light of an unveiled 

mystery, for his heart had experienced the full disclosure of this mystery 

when God revealed His Son.  

 

Paul desired that the church would come to the acknowledgement of this 

mystery. In this One, in this mystery is hidden all the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge. In other words, nothing of our Salvation is known, until He 

is seen. Paul uses this word “acknowledgement” and this word in 
8
Spanish 

means the knowing of a Person. It is not the knowing of things, but the 

knowing of a Person. That is very important because we are not talking 

about knowing and understanding theological things. We are not speaking 

about things at all; not even true things. We are dealing with A PERSON in 

Whom all things are summarized. 

 

 

Religion/Reality 
 

Paul says he desires that they would come to the acknowledgement of this 

One. The use of the word “acknowledgement” implies something we must 

understand. Simply, it implies that there is something real and valid, which 

is now available for us to know and apprehend. That may sound very simple, 

and it is very simple, but religion will not allow believers to even consider 

such a thought. Religion says, ‘there is nothing yet for you to know’. They 

                                                           
8
 This teaching was given in Monterrey, Mexico. Therefore, the reference to Spanish 

grammar was used. 
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say we will ‘know it one day’ and ‘we will experience and known a full 

Salvation at a future time’. Paul never does that. In the letters of Paul, he 

first establishes Salvation as a present reality. He always begins by 

presenting the reality established in Christ. There is a consummated 

Salvation in Christ and as those who are in Him, we have been brought into 

such a great consummation. In view of that, Paul says there is now a work 

that must take place in our hearts. He does not say that there is something 

left for God to accomplish in earth or in heaven. He emphasizes that there is 

a work of God that must be wrought in our hearts in order for us to know 

and walk in the Light of what He has accomplished. Based upon the reality 

into which we have been brought by New Birth, Paul bids us to set the 

affection of our souls to know Christ. That is beautiful! Set your heart to 

know HIM. Religion tells you that God still has something missing: that as 

far as God is concerned there is still something lacking and yet to come. Paul 

never says that. If you will, Paul calls us to “come up hither”, to “lift up now 

our eyes” in order to behold the Salvation of the Lord. 

 

  

Union With Christ 
 

We are in Him, and in Him, all fullness is found. Therefore, set your heart to 

know Him. Set your affection… turn your heart that the Spirit of Truth may 

reveal Him. Paul directed the hearts of believers in this way, because he 

understood something that most of us do not. Paul understood that 

everything of Salvation, everything that enables us to have such fullness is 

already realized by our union with Christ. Union with Christ is our 

Salvation. It is not a temporary arrangement. It is not something temporary 

until some better thing comes along. Union with Him has brought us into 

that better thing that was promised. CHRIST HIMSELF is the better thing in 

us. There is nothing beyond Him! We are in Him, and He is in us. We need 

to think about this. The fullness of everything that God desired, the fullness 

of what God eternally intended, is now in us. He is not there in a piece, a 

part or a fragment, but He indwells our souls in His fullness. He Who is the 

Fullness of God, is in you in His Fullness. That is not something yet to 

come, but a reality that must be made known in our souls by the revelation 

of the Son of Fullness. 
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The New Covenant 
 

Here is something about the New Covenant that we must understand. The 

New Covenant is NOT believers waiting on God to finish something. It is 

not us waiting on God to accomplish something that He has promised. The 

New Covenant is our souls, in union with Christ, being brought into the 

good of and by the revealing of Christ, experiencing the entirety of the 

Finished Work of God. It is not only our hearts being brought into God’s 

reality, but our hearts being unveiled to His reality. That is New Covenant 

Life. The New Covenant Life is an unveiled Life. There is no veil upon that 

Life, which Christ is. However, there remains a veil upon the heart that has 

not turned to see the Life, which Christ is. That is why Paul emphasizes that 

there must be an acknowledgement of this mystery.  Paul says, “You are in 

Him: He is in you. All fullness is found in Him. Now… set your heart to 

know Him.” Not ‘get busy for Jesus’; not ‘go door to door and win 

somebody for Jesus.’ That may happen, but that is not the crucial and needed 

work that must be done. The work that is to be done is not BY US, but IN 

US. Set your heart to know Him Who is in you, because in the knowing of 

Him there is the apprehending of all fullness. Everything of Salvation is tied 

up with this union and the knowing of Salvation is inseparably bound to the 

revealing of Him with Whom we are in union. There is nothing of reality 

found outside of the bounds of this union.  

 

 

Vine and Branches 
 

The scripture speaks of the Vine and branch relationship. Jesus says with 

reference to the Vine and the branch in John 15:5, “I am the vine, ye are the 

branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 

fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” In this relationship, there is one 

thing we must absolutely understand: without HIM, we can do nothing. Now 

that does not mean that He empowers US to do mighty exploits. 
9
The word 

                                                           
9
 NT:5565  The opposite of choris is sun, "with."  
(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.) 

 

NT:5565 

xwri/$ choris (kho-rece'); adverb from NT:5561; at a space, i.e. separately or apart from 

(often as preposition): KJV - beside, by itself, without. 
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. 

Copyright © 1994, 2003, 2006 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.) 
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“without” is the direct opposite of the Greek word (sun), which means 

“union”. Jesus is saying that outside of union with Him; outside of the 

relationship within which He has brought us, we can 
10

accomplish and bring 

about NOTHING! Why? Because in this union, Christ is made unto you 

everything. Instead of seeking to know the reality of union, religion has 

redefined what it means to be fruitful. It had redefined what it means to do 

the will of God. Religion says that bearing fruit is synonymous with winning 

souls for God or possessing a more gentle, Christ-like demeanor. The list of 

false ideas are endless, but that is not fruitfulness. The fruit we bear is the 

increase of the indwelling Christ being formed in our souls. That alone 

glorifies the Father. Our union with Christ has brought us into the only One 

Who glorifies and pleases the Father. Such a union is present, real, and 

eternal. However, the need that this union presents is the knowing of this 

One with Whom we are joined.   

 

Christ is in us as the substance of Salvation. We find all fullness in union 

with Him or it is not found at all. Unfortunately, religion has sought to 

postpone such a tremendous relationship. They will allow you to you have a 

piece now, but most of it… the good stuff is for the future; the good stuff is 

yet to come. They tell you to do the best you can right now. Rejoice in the 

fact that you are saved, forgiven, going to heaven, and not going to hell. Paul 

says know HIM! What a difference! There is nothing more than Who He is 

in us. This One, Who was before hidden in types, figures, promises and 

prophesies, now resides in our souls. We must allow God to bring our souls 

to the acknowledgement of Who He is. 

 

 

The Mystery 
 

I want to read a verse in Proverbs for you. Proverbs 13:12, “Hope deferred 

maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.” What 

does that mean? Hope deferred makes the heart sick. Now remember, Paul 

says I want you to come to the acknowledgement of this mystery. Paul says 

in Colossians 1:26, “Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and 

from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints.” This mystery had 

                                                           
10

 This what the word “do” means in John 15:5: NT:4160 poie/w karpo/n (an idiom, 

literally 'to make fruit');  karpofore/w  : to cause results to exist - 'to produce results, to 

cause results.'  
(from Greek-English Lexicon Based on Semantic Domain. Copyright © 1988 United Bible Societies, New York. Used 

by permission.)  
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been hidden from all, under the Old Covenant. But Paul says now unto me it 

is given to declare this mystery. What was the mystery? “To whom God 

would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 

Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” CHRIST IN YOU. Not 

just that Christ is in you. That is not the mystery. The mystery is CHRIST 

Who is in you. He is the hope of glory. What that means is that the glory that 

they had hoped for and expected under the Old Covenant is Christ in you. 

The prophetic expectation that they had has come and is now in you. Now 

take that same thought back into Proverbs 13. When that which was the hope 

and expectation of which the scriptures testified is still said to be postponed 

by those who are ignorant of New Covenant reality. When they say that the 

hope is not yet accomplished, but is still afar off, it bring the heart of well 

meaning believers into a state of depravity that will never be remedied until 

they lift up their eyes and let God make known in an inward way, the 

coming of the desired One. There is nothing of our Salvation that is deferred, 

but when such a deferment is perceived the soul remains devoid of reality. 

The greatest torment and vexation is truly found within a soul that is 

ignorant of the presence of the One for which it has hoped. In the Spanish 

translation, this verse actually reads, “Hope deferred is torment to the soul”. 

 

 

Hope Deferred 
 

Now is that not the shape of most believers today? Struggling along daily: 

hoping they can soon be taken out from here so they can stop being harassed 

by the world or stop failing so miserably to attain that level of spiritual 

living they are told that religious observance can produce. In most hearts, 

hope is deferred; the expectation of a full Salvation is not yet come. They 

hold to this widely embraced doctrine, even though He is in them now and 

has been there since the moment, they were born again. He has been there all 

the time! What did Jacob say when he saw the Lord. In Genesis 28:16, it 

reads, “And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is in 

this place; and I knew it not.” He was always there, but I was ignorant of His 

presence, I did not know. That is the same thing Paul is saying here. He is 

present: the mystery of God is present. Hope is no longer deferred; the 

expectation of the ages has come. He is in you, and my desire for us is that 
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we would never be ignorant of Him. We must 
11

“awake out of our sleep” but 

experience Him in His Presence. 

 

 

 

The Eternal Mystery 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This diagram may help better illustrate my point. We have Christ above 

time. Here we see Christ as the Eternal Object of God’s desire. Then we see 

that in view of Christ, God gave testimony (on the earth) of that desire 

through types, figures, and prophetic utterances. God used people, places 

and material elements to give testimony of that Eternal Substance and 

Fullness, Who would come at the appointed time. It is during this time, that 

the term mystery is actually valid. It is during this time that the reality of 

Salvation, the reality by which the New Covenant now exists was hidden 

from all mankind. Again, it is in this age (time) wherein the term mystery 

                                                           
11

 Ephesians 5:14 - Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the 

dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:34 - Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the 

knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame. 
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belongs. Yet, thank God that our diagram does not stop there. Thank God 

that the work of God that this diagram feebly represents does not stop in this 

age of shadows and types. In a sense, religion attempts to keep us trapped 

within this time of mystery (which is no longer valid or legitimate), yet the 

Spirit of God would awaken our hearts to the age of Fullness in which we 

now are found.  

 

 

Mystery Now Come 
 

Here is what Paul is saying. The mystery of God eternally: the mystery of 

God typed and figured in the Old Covenant; the mystery that the prophets 

desired to know HAS NOW COME, and is Christ in you. It is not a different 

Christ. It is the same Christ. The only difference is that we are no longer 

dealing with types and figures; our involvement is with a very present 

indwelling Person. That is why this God given acknowledgement is so vital 

to our enjoying a New Covenant relationship with God.  

 

Under the Old Covenant, there was a mystery, but the New Covenant has no 

mystery. That is a fact that cannot be denied. However, it is important to 

understand that although Christ in His Fullness resides in our hearts and is 

made unto us all that He eternally is, He will remain as a hidden thing to us 

unless the veil that is upon our hearts is removed. Paul is saying Christ is in 

you, yet Paul understands the Work of the Spirit that such a reality 

necessitates. This mystery will not be made known in us by the reading of 

books and hearing of teachings in a classroom. The Unveiled Christ must be 

experienced by an unveiled soul. What good is an unveiled Salvation, unless 

there is an unveiled soul with which to behold it. The veil, that is upon our 

hearts, which keeps us ignorant of and in a perceived state of separation 

from spiritual fullness, must be taken out of the way. That only happens 

when our hearts turn to see Him only and then God can do in our souls what 

we could never do: “LET THERE BE LIGHT”.  

 

 

Knowing The Truth 
 

Again, our Salvation is a reality, wherein there is nothing missing or lacking 

with regard to completeness. However, we must remember that it is not the 

Truth that makes us free. Regardless of how true or how absolute it is that 
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Christ is in you as the promised and perfected Salvation of God and that in 

Him are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; that Truth is not what 

makes you free. What does Jesus say in John 8:32? “And ye shall know the 

truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  It is important for us to realize 

that the Truth alone does not make us free, but the knowing of the Truth. 

 

This word 
12

“KNOW” in the Greek speaks of an intimate participation 

between the one knowing and the object being known. This knowledge is 

not merely the brain grasping and accepting theological or spiritual ideas, 

but the soul encountering and experiencing a living relationship with the 

Person of The Truth. 
13

It is the soul being unveiled, to behold the glory of 

God in the face of Jesus Christ. In that revealing, in that beholding and 

experiencing of Him, we KNOW. I do not mean knowledge as the world 

defines it, but as God defines it. God’s knowledge is His Son and God’s 

knowledge must be revealed in us. If not, we will attempt to know God by 

the wrong means. We will attempt to attain the knowledge of God as 

something that is divorced from the Person of the Son, but the knowledge of 

God cannot be attained by us, but must be revealed of God in us.  

 

Isaiah 55:8-9, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 

ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.” There is a chasm between God’s and man’s thoughts and 

knowledge that cannot be bridged. Religion teaches us that this great gulf 

between God’s understanding and man’s understanding can be bridged by 

religious observances, etc. Yet, it is impossible for that which is of the earth 

to ever comprehend that, which is of heaven. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 

5:16-17, “Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though 

we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no 

more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are become new.” This new state of being 
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knows, and hence the establishment of the relationship. 
(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.) 
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 2 Corinthians 4:6 - For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 

shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 
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into which we have been brought demands a NEW KIND OF KNOWING. It 

is not gaining a more refined and spiritually insightful natural knowledge, 

but being filled with that Knowledge, which is exclusive to God. Paul calls 

it, 
14
‘knowing that which surpasses knowledge’. That means that we must 

allow God to fill our souls with that knowledge that is beyond our ability 

ever to know. God must disclose His Mind and Thought in our souls, which 

are void of any understanding except He do so. However, this will only take 

place within those hearts that will confess that all that we have defined as 

spiritual knowledge is nothing more than religiously reinforced ignorance.  

 

 

Liberty 

 
It is this KNOWING of the Truth Himself that makes you free. However, 

from what are we made free? Is it freedom from my problems? Is the 

mother-in-law going to move out of the house? What defines this liberty? 2 

Corinthians speaks of the liberty of which we are talking. Only the Spirit of 

the Lord can bring this liberty to our souls. 2 Corinthians 3:17, “Now the 

Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 

When you read the context of this chapter, you see that Paul is addressing 

the veil that is upon the heart of man. Yet, if that one will turn their heart to 

the Lord, to see Him, then the Spirit of Truth will do that work and bring 

that liberty that only He can bring into our hearts. The Spirit of the Lord 

brings liberty from the veil that was upon the heart that keeps us ignorant of 

the ever-abiding glory of the New Covenant that is in us. When that 

unveiling takes place, we are free to know Him and experience Him as our 

ALL. That is what Paul is addressing. That you would come to the 

acknowledgement of this mystery Who is Christ in you. It is an impossibility 

for you to ever know Him fully. By that I mean, you will never exhaust the 

vastness of His Person. Nevertheless, I promise you this: there is in Him, 

fullness eternal to know. When I saw Christ, I realized that if there was 

anything to know with regard to spiritual reality, I would only find it in His 

Face, in His Presence. That is why Paul says LOOK UNTO JESUS… Set 

the gaze of the soul to know Him because in Him resides all the treasures of 

your Salvation. When He is revealed, it is a wealth to the soul, beyond 
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anything you can imagine. He is the prosperity, the riches, the fullness with 

which the soul was created to be filled. 

 

 

Riches of Christ 
 

Your bank account was not created to contain those riches. The blessing of 

the Lord is not some natural or material thing. The blessing that God blesses 

you with is the Person of this mystery. For those of whom we read, in the 

Old Testament, everything hinged upon the coming of their Messiah. 

Wealth, riches, glory; it all depended upon the coming of their Messiah. So 

when Paul says Christ in you, he is saying, “Messiah in you”! The glory that 

would be ushered in by the coming of that Expected One, has come because 

that Expected One is now in you. In view of that fact, Paul says my desire 

for you is that you would come to the acknowledgement of Him.  

 

At this point, I think it will be beneficial to share a tremendous definition of 

this term “acknowledgement”. 
15
“This word emphasizes full and true 

understanding instead of sensory perception. It is a perception of things as 

they are and not merely an opinion about them... It comprehends that which 

is truly real...The one who knows in this way encounters the eternal and 

participates in it.” This is what is truly meant by the word 

acknowledgement. The acknowledgement, to which the Spirit of God desires 

to bring our souls, is a full participation with the indwelling Christ and all 

that He now is in us. It is not an attempt on our part to know Him within the 

confines of our own conjecture and religious ideologies. This 

acknowledgement is the comprehension and understanding of eternal reality, 

which belongs exclusively to God, being revealed in our souls. This is a 

necessity so that Christ no longer remains a mystery unto us, but the 

revealed reality of a full Salvation that we are presently apprehending.  

 

 

God Hath Spoken 
 

One beautiful thing about the word “mystery” in the Greek is that the root of 

it means ‘to shut the mouth’. That struck me as very interesting. In the Old 
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Covenant, we have a “mystery” but what that means is that during that time, 

God shut His mouth. Did God speak? Certainly He did speak. However, He 

spoke through prophets. He spoke by means of figures and types. Hebrews 

1:1, “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past 

unto the fathers by the prophets.” He spoke to the fathers in those ways, but 

at the end of those days: at the end of that time where He shut His mouth and 

spake by other means, He has spoken in HIS SON. He has no longer shut 

His mouth in types and shadows. He no longer uses natural means and 

methods to testify of His mind and intention. He now reveals that Eternal 

Word, that final and ultimate utterance Who is the Mind and Intention of 

God. He has fully opened His mouth, and The Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us. 
16

Christ is that Word sent of God and that Word has 

accomplished all that God desired. Now that Word is in you. God wants to 

speak that Word in your soul: to utter that perfect utterance: to speak that 

Perfect Word in you. That is what He desires to do. This is how we come to 

the acknowledgement, of which Paul is speaking. This acknowledgement is 

a work that God must perform in us, not something achieved by us.  

 

 

All Things In Son 

 
I want to share a statement with you that is taken from one of my favorite 

books by T. Austin Sparks. The book is called “The School of Christ”. This 

sums it up better than I could. He says, “If I must bring everything to a 

conclusion, it is this. God has summed up everything of Himself within His 

Son. And it is now not possible to know or have anything of God outside of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. God has settled this. It is final. It is conclusive. 

Secondly, you cannot know anything of the fulness which He has in His Son. 

The only way you can know the fulness that is in Christ is that the Spirit 

reveal Him in an inward way. It is a miracle wrought within by the Holy 

Spirit.” What more can be said. All that God has desired, all that God has 

purposed, all that God has expected and all that God is, is presently 

personified in the indwelling Christ. For us to partake of all that He is in us, 

He must be revealed in us. Simply stated, knowing Christ cannot be 

separated from the seeing of Christ.  
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The desire has come. Not only the desire of Israel, but God’s desire. We are 

talking about God’s pleasure being accomplished and being made known. 

Matthew 3:17, “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, 

in whom I am well pleased.” We are talking about the One who says in 

Proverbs 8:30, “Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was 

daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.” Christ was God’s pleasure 

and delight before the foundation of the world and that has not changed. 

Everything He said testified of that One that pleased Him; that One that He 

desired, that One that He loved. Now, Paul says, ‘He is in you’. That is 

wonderful! Yet more wonderful is the fact that God desires to make that Son 

of His Pleasure known within our souls. Colossians 1:27, “To whom God 

would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 

Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” We are speaking of this 

mystery Who is Christ in you, but in these words we see God’s longing 

towards us. “God would make known…” does not convey something God is 

merely willing to do. In the Greek, this term 
17

“would”, speaks of a purposed 

desire that God has toward those of us who will turn our heart to know 

Christ. God’s desire to make known the riches of His Son far surpasses our 

desire to know Him. He is only awaiting a heart that desires to know the One 

that He desires to make known.  

 

 

Inner Relationship 
 

I want to take this thought of the acknowledgement and the mystery one-step 

further. Philemon 6, “That the communication of thy faith may become 

effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ 

Jesus.” In Spanish, it says ‘in the participation of that faith’. That is great. In 

the King James Version, it says ‘communication of thy faith’. Some might 

say that you would be able to communicate your faith effectively: that you 

will be able to preach effectively. However, that is not what it is saying. It is 

about an inner relationship, an inward participation. It is about a 

participation in faith, a participation in Salvation. How do we become 

                                                           
17

 NT:2309 qe/lw   to purpose, generally based upon a preference and desire - 'to purpose'. 
qe/lhsen o( qeo\$ gnwri/sai ti/ to\ plou=to$ th=$ do/ch$ tou= musthri/ou tou/tou e)n toi=$ 
e&qnesin 'God purposed to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this 

mystery' Colossians 1:27. It is also possible that , qe/lw in Colossians 1:27 focuses more 

upon 'desire' (see 25.1).  
(from Greek-English Lexicon Based on Semantic Domain. Copyright © 1988 United Bible Societies, New 

York. Used by permission.) 



 18 

participants in this Salvation? How does the reality of God become the 

realization of our souls, allowing our souls to actively participate in God’s 

reality? He says it here: by the acknowledging of every good thing that is in 

you in Christ Jesus. The word “every” actually means ‘the whole of, the 

fullness of. It does not mean many different things.’ So how do you 

participate in this Salvation? How do you partake of this great Salvation? It 

is in the acknowledging of the fullness of the good thing that is in you. 

 

 

The Good Thing 
 

Now that brings us to another phrase: “good thing”. The types and figures of 

the Old Covenant all spoke of that “good thing”. Every Prophet spoke 

concerning that “good thing” that would come. Now, Paul said that he 

desired that we would come to the acknowledgement of that good thing that 

is now in us. You can see that the term “mystery” and this phrase “good 

thing” can be used interchangeably. They speak of the same Christ that is 

now in us. Therefore, when Paul speaks about acknowledging that good 

thing that is in us, he is not just meaning to acknowledge that the good thing 

was testified of in the types and figures. He is desiring that they would truly 

participate in the reality of their Salvation by this inward acknowledgement 

of that good thing that is now in them.  

 

We see this “good thing” defined in Hebrews 10:1, “For the law having a 

shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can 

never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make 

the comers thereunto perfect.” Do you see “good things to come”? The Law 

was a shadow, a figure of the good thing(s) that was to come. The law gave 

a semblance of and testified of the good thing, which at that time was yet to 

come. Now go to Hebrews 10:7-9, “Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of 

the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. Above when he said, 

Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest 

not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; Then said 

he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may 

establish the second.” The ‘good thing to come’ now has a face! The 

identity of the “Good Thing” is revealed. The Law was a shadow of the good 

thing to come, but here we have CHRIST Himself saying in the scripture it 

is written of Me, Lo, I COME… I come. The good thing to come is now 

come: I COME! I have come to do, to fulfill the Will of God: to take away 

the first and establish in Myself the second. The good thing has come… and 
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HE is in you now! That is what Paul is saying: that you would come to see 

this good thing – CHRIST HIMSELF. That He Who is in you would be 

revealed in you and by that, you would come to the acknowledgement of 

Him. That the mystery of which the scriptures spoke, that the good thing of 

which the scriptures testified, that now is in you would be revealed. In His 

revealing, you will see your Salvation.  

 

 

A Heart Desiring Him 
 

Now Psalms 84:11, “For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will 

give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk 

uprightly.” No good thing will He hold back. If your heart is desiring to 

know this good thing Who is now in you, God will not withhold Him. He is 

in you now, and Paul said in Galatians 1:15, 16 that it pleases the Father to 

reveal His Son in us. The Father’s pleasure is to make known in our hearts 

that Son, Who is no longer a mystery hidden in types and shadows, but is 

present in us. We do not have a type and a figure, a picture and a promise, 

but we have the substance of the Person of Christ Himself. The Father longs 

to reveal Him in you. He will not withhold that good thing from a heart that 

looks for Him. 

 

 

Satisfying the Soul 

 
Psalms 107:9, “For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul 

with goodness.” That word “longing” means to go after greedily. For the 

soul that goes after Him with that passion and that desires Him in that way, 

the Psalm says He will satisfy that soul. He will fill that hungry soul with 

that which is good. If you desire to see Him, cry out to the Father who 

desires to reveal Him. For He is the One for Whom the soul was created. 

May our souls come to a sure satisfaction in the acknowledgement of Him. 
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Section Two 

 

 
SEEING: The Purpose Of New Birth 

 

 

Testimony of a Reality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are dealing with Paul’s desire that all believers would come to the 

acknowledgement of the mystery of God. We are utilizing a diagram to 

show that in the Old Covenant, God used natural means which we call types 

and figures to testify of a reality that would come at a future or appointed 

time. This is why Paul calls it the mystery of God. The reality of which God 

spoke was cloaked or veiled: but it gave testimony of a reality that was only 

known by God. This mystery did not begin on the earth, but originated  in 

the heart of God and then God testified in the earth concerning His Eternal 

Thought. We have been looking at the mystery, but I want to proceed a little 

farther. We dealt with the good thing to come. Paul said in Philemon 6, 

“That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the 

acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.” 
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Hebrews says the Law was a shadow of good things to come, and we saw 

that the good thing of which the law (the volume of the book) testified, 

became personified in Hebrews 10:9, “Then said he, Lo, I come…” Christ 

Himself – the One, the good thing hoped for, the good thing of which the 

types and shadows testified is now COME. The acknowledgement 

establishes our hearts in that, which Christ established through the Cross. 

 

 

Good Thing In You 
 

Paul goes a step further and says now that mystery, that good thing is in you. 

He is no longer hidden in types and figures: no longer afar off for a future 

time. HE IS IN YOU! In view of that, Paul’s desire was that the believer 

would come to the acknowledgement of that indwelling Christ. By that term, 

Paul is speaking of a full knowledge that has a participatory result in our 

hearts. As we have said, the acknowledgement of which Paul speaks is not 

an agreement with theological ideas nor is it the grasping of valuable 

principles with our brains. This acknowledgement is the experiencing in our 

soul of the fullness that Christ is in us. It is our souls being unveiled to and 

thereby liberated to apprehend the glory that abides within it.  

 

So in this diagram I have made an illustration that represents the believer 

(see diagram) and in the soul of the believer we have Christ: the substance 

of which the shadows spoke. What we see here is Salvation in a simple 

diagram: Salvation being CHRIST IN US. That One Who was a hidden 

mystery under the type and figures of the Old Covenant, now indwelling 

our soul: that is Salvation. Remember, He is no longer a mystery in reality, 

but it is possible for our souls to remain ignorant of that indwelling 

substance and He therefore remain a mystery unto us. Until our souls are 

unveiled to and experience the presence of Christ, we will still walk in the 

false opinion that there remains for us an unsolved mystery or an 

unfulfilled promise. However, in his revealed presence we find fullness of 

joy, fullness of life, fullness of all things. In Him dwells the fullness of our 

Great Salvation or as Paul puts it, “all the riches and treasures of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God.” 
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The Revealing of Christ 
 

That is why Paul’s desire for the believer was never beyond Christ being 

revealed. He knew from experience that there is nothing of Spiritual 

significance, which is not perfectly embodied in the indwelling Christ and 

that unless that Christ is revealed; we will vainly seek after Spiritual 

significance within the insignificance of our own religious works and 

observances. It is only in His appearing that we know. When He is made 

known to be present in our hearts, we will begin to experience Him to be the 

indwelling fullness that we perhaps have thought God was withholding from 

us. We are presently in possession of the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

Unsearchable does not mean that you cannot find or discover those riches, 

because He is in you. First, it means that you cannot discover those riches 

through your own efforts, for only the Spirit can reveal them in you. 

Secondly, it means that once those riches are discovered in His presence, 

you will by no means exhaust them. There is never an end to the riches of 

Christ. He is eternally wealth unto your soul. In this sharing, I want to stress 

to you that this is the purpose of our being born again. The seeing of Christ, 

the revealing of Christ is the purpose for you to be in Christ. 

 

 

The Kingdom 

 
John 3:1-3, “There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler 

of the Jews: The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we 

know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these 

miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. Jesus answered and said 

unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.” I was reading this account one day, and the 

Lord made me read it again. I was missing a vital statement in my reading. 

He says in verse 3, except you are Born Again you cannot see the Kingdom 

of God. However, I remembered Jesus also saying something about seeing 

the Kingdom in Luke 17:20, “ And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, 

when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The 

kingdom of God cometh not with observation.” So, Jesus says that unless we 

are born again we are incapable of seeing the Kingdom of God and then He 

also says that the Kingdom of God cannot be seen. First, we must understand 

that the Kingdom of God is not a governmental system that will be set up by 

Jesus in the future, but it is written in Luke 17:21, “the Kingdom of God is 
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within you”. That is the reality of New Birth. When we are born of the Spirit 

of Christ, the King of Glory takes up residence in our souls and thus we are 

translated into the Kingdom of God. Colossians 1:13, “Who hath delivered 

us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of 

his dear Son.” That is the immediate result of being Born Again. That is 

immediate and it is the present state of being for us who are found in him. 

You are in the Kingdom of God, because the King is in you! When the King 

is present the Kingdom is present, the two cannot be divided. The substance 

of the Kingdom is in you. Yet, in these verses in John, we do not only see 

the necessity of New Birth; we observe the stated purpose of New Birth. 

 

 

Purpose of New Birth 
 

The purpose of New Birth is seeing the Kingdom. Again, we must see this 

purpose in light of the fact that the Kingdom cometh not with observation. 
18

The Greek definition of the word “observation is “ocular evidence”. That 

means that nothing pertaining to the Kingdom of God can be perceived by 

man’s natural eye. So being Born Again allows us to see the Kingdom, and 

yet the Kingdom of God cannot be seen with the natural eye. This means 

that there must be a sight other than natural sight being addressed here. 

There must be a sight that is not natural, by which the Kingdom of God is 

observed. We know that there is. That sight, that vision, that enlightenment 

of the eyes of our understanding is called THE REVELATION OF JESUS 

CHRIST. It is your soul beholding the King, who has 
19

finished and 

perfected the Work of God. Beholding the One Who now abides in our souls 

as the substance of that Perfect Work. That is the seeing for which your soul 

was purposed. That is why you were born from above – to see the King and 

inwardly apprehend the Kingdom of God. The evidence of the Kingdom will 

not be seen with natural eyes, but is to be experienced in the soul.  
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 2 Chronicles 8:16 - Now all the work of Solomon was prepared unto the day of the 

foundation of the house of the Lord, and until it was finished. So the house of the Lord 

was perfected.  
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Acknowledgement 
 

This takes us back to our definition of the word “acknowledgement”. Do not 

think I have lost my point in all of this. The necessity of this God given 

comprehension was paramount in all of Paul’s writings. He knew that this 

inward acknowledgement must take place in every believer. If not, we will 

without fail, attempt to observe the Kingdom of God with our own deficient 

faculties. Remember, this acknowledgement is not ‘sensory perception but 

sees things as they are. It is not an opinion about them.’ That cannot be 

stressed enough. Until we see Christ, all we have is our opinion. No matter 

how good that opinion may be; no matter how true it may be, we only have 

our own understanding upon which to lean. But this knowing, this seeing of 

which I am speaking, sees things as they are or we can say, ‘sees Him as He 

is’. ‘Only this knowledge can comprehend the truly real... the one who 

knows in this way encounters the eternal and participates in it.’ Salvation 

must be apprehended. In Hebrews, we read such stark warnings. The writer 

uses phrases such as, 
20
‘How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 

salvation’ and 
21
‘See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.’ These warnings 

were and are intended to that call believers into a participatory relationship 

with this Son in Whom God has perfectly spoken. Interestingly, the terms 

“refuse” has the meaning “to not to allow one into or to refuse to enter into a 

particular association”. This term is not just speaking of denying something 

outright, but refusing to actively acknowledge or enter into a true 

participation. It is about inwardly apprehending Christ and our souls 

participating in that present relationship wherein He is all in all. 

 

In the revealing of Christ, in the seeing of Him, we become participants in 

God’s Eternal Reality. We become partakers of the One Who was promised 

eternally; that One that Paul says now dwells in you. When He is seen, our 

souls become participants with Him, our souls begin to experience Who He 

is. He is that Eternal Evidence that the soul was created to apprehend, to 
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experience and to know. He is that Eternal Evidence that 
22

cannot be 

perceived by the natural faculties, but can only be revealed by the Spirit. 

This is the purpose of our being born again: Seeing, Apprehending, 

Acknowledging, Knowing Christ. What we must understand is that the sight 

that beholds Christ or the Kingdom of God is not naturally obtained, but is 

given of God alone. 

 

Man’s Understanding. 
 

This was even true when Jesus walked on the earth. Those men who 

followed Him and heard Him did not truly know Him. They could not know 

Him with their own natural faculties. They were dependent upon God to give 

them understanding in order to know Him in any true way. We see that in 

Matthew 16:13, “When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” 

Notice He does not say who does John or Jose say that I am. He said who do 

MEN say that I am, because He knows that man’s understanding is man’s 

understanding. We are not seeing distinction being made between a man’s 

wrong understanding and a man’s right understanding. We are going to see 

in these verses, man’s understanding and God’s understanding. “And they 

said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, 

Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” That sounds super spiritual because the 

men they named were all dead. Therefore, they are saying God has raised 

these men from the dead. They believe that  Jesus is a prophet of God raised 

from the dead. However, their perception was based on external observation 

and speculation. They saw what He did: they heard what He said, but they 

did not see Him, they did not hear Him, therefore, they did not KNOW Him. 
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foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  
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God’s Understanding 
 

So Jesus turns to His disciples. “He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I 

am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.” Peter says YOU are the One we have been waiting on. YOU 

are the One of which the types and shadows testified. YOU are the One in 

Whom all our hopes (expectations) reside. You are the Christ! Did natural 

sight show him this? Jesus said it did not. “And Jesus answered and said 

unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 

revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” Jesus said seeing 

Me in this way (in flesh and blood) did not show you Who I am. My Father 

hath revealed Me unto you. My Father has opened your understanding. My 

Father has made Me known unto you. This speaks beyond itself and declares 

that necessity, which must take place in our own souls if we are to ever 

know Christ and consequently come to the acknowledgement of our Great 

Salvation. The Father must reveal Christ in us. That is the seeing, which our 

souls must come to experience; that is the sight which natural eyes cannot 

obtain, but the Father desires to reveal in us. 

 

 

The Eyes of The Heart 

 
With this in mind, let us look at another example. Luke 2:25-32, “And, 

behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the 

same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the 

Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, 

that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he 

came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his 

arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 

in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten the 

Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” Simeon had a promise, just like 

Israel. In fact, Israel’s expectation can be gathered up in this man. He was 

daily at the Temple, but he had a promise, he had an expectation given of 

God. The promise was that he would not die until he saw the Lord’s Christ, 

the promised Messiah. This was the hope to which he held. This was the 

desire of his heart. Then one day they brought Jesus into the Temple. He was 

less than two months old at this time. Simeon takes this baby in his arms and 



 28 

he looks upon Him. However, he sees much more than a baby in his arms. 

Simeon is given a sight that sees what the natural eye could not see. God 

unveils the nature of Who this child is. He has a sight given of God. Simeon 

says, ‘now I can depart in peace, because mine eyes have seen Thy 

Salvation’. Not the natural eyes: those eyes did not see the Salvation of the 

Lord. The eyes of his heart was opened to see Who this was. HE is the One 

for Whom I and all of Israel has hoped. HE is the light of the Gentiles, and 

HE is the glory of Israel. Colossians 1:27, “To whom God would make 

known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; 

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” CHRIST IN YOU – the glory 

hoped for, the glory expected. He says mine eyes have seen the expected 

glory of God! 

 

 

Christ In Our Soul 
 

That is what must take place in our souls, because Paul says He is in you 

NOW. Why must He be revealed? Because He is there! There is no other 

reason – He is there! The substance of your Salvation abides in you now, 

and the Spirit of Truth desires to reveal Him. I want to show you something 

about the word we use in John 3 that is translated “see”: “see the Kingdom”. 

I want to show you what this means; what this seeing is. In Ephesians 

chapter 1, Paul says that we are blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ. 

The King James is written as blessings – plural, but in the original Greek, it 

is singular. That is a wonderful thing because “the blessing” we have is not a 

plurality of things. We do not have “many blessings”. We are told in 

Christianity that we are supposed to just ‘pile on the blessings’. Moreover, 

we call everything under the sun ‘the blessings of God”. Our earthbound 

definitions fall dreadfully short of grasping the reality of the blessing of 

God. There is ONE blessing of God, and in that One Blessing, ALL the 

promised blessings are realized. All the fullness… all the riches. HE is the 

substance of the blessing that was promised to Abraham. HE is the blessing 

promised to Israel. Paul says that we have been blessed in spiritual fullness 

IN CHRIST because HE who is the full blessing of God is in is, and HE is in 

us NOW.  
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The Desire 

 
23

The expectation is no longer deferred. The desire has come. The desire of 

the Father has come. The desire of Israel has come. The desire of my soul 

has come. He is in us now. When He is known to be present, it is the tree of 

Life to us because we partake of Him as that Eternal Life. 1 John 5:12, “He 

that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not 

life.” The Life of God: the fullness of Life is now in us. Fortunately, the 

desire of God is to make him known in us. So Ephesians 1:3, “Blessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 

spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” Then he says the purpose 

of God, that Eternal Purpose: that which God determined and intended has 

now come in the Son. He goes on and says that by the grace of God we have 

been accepted in this beloved Son. We are in Him. This is God’s Eternal 

Intention. Paul is saying it is a REALITY. I said before that Paul always 

establishes reality first. He always establishes the FACT that we are in 

Christ: that we are in union with Christ Himself. He states that as a present 

reality and based upon that, he directs the reader of his letter to set their 

affection to know this present Christ. He does not direct them to wait on 

something “better” to come, but to turn to see and apprehend the better that 

has come. Paul was actively knowing Christ as the better thing that he had 

awaited under the Old Covenant system. 

 

 

Waiting For The Better 
 

Paul was in the same state of waiting and expectancy under types and 

shadows of the Old Covenant. He was waiting for the Messiah. Paul was 

looking for Him to come. He had a promise and an expectation. But one day, 

Paul was made to see that living Substance that was hidden in that veiled 

economy.  He says in Galatians 1:15-16, “But when it pleased God, who 

separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal 

his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I 

conferred not with flesh and blood.” When that took place, he saw every 

type, every figure, every shadow, and every expectation personified in a 

present Christ. That thrills me! I was told all my life you have to wait on the 

better. Yet, all the time the Spirit of God was trying to get me to turn my 
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heart away from my concepts and ideas, and confess my ignorance, confess 

my blindness – that He might give me sight. Not better natural sight, but 

Spiritual Sight – the seeing of Christ, the revealing of The Son, that in Him I 

would find and lay hold of Present Truth and not an unfulfilled hope. 

 

 

The Blessing of God 
 

Christ is the blessing of God that makes rich. Proverbs 10:22, “The blessing 

of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.” That usually is 

preached with reference to money or some material thing. No, the blessing 

of God is CHRIST HIMSELF. He is the blessing that makes rich the soul, 

because in Him all the fullness and wealth of God is found. So Paul goes on 

in Ephesians 1:16-18, “I cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of 

you in my prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 

knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that 

ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 

of his inheritance in the saints.” Paul established in the first verses of this 

letter, that what God had determined before the foundation of the world He 

has realized in His Son. 
24

Everything that He determined He has summed up 

and comprehended in His Son. Paul says we are accepted in that Son. He 

brings us into that Son. He brings us into that accomplished, fulfilled reality. 

With that in view, Paul now prays for the Church. Paul understood that just 

reading his letters would not reveal Christ. Therefore, he does not pray that 

they read his letters repeatedly. Paul knew that except Christ be revealed the 

letters mean nothing! Except Christ be revealed these can be nothing more 

than true words. 

 

 

The Word Revealed 

 
However, when The Word is made known in your soul, He will be seen to 

be the substance of every single word. So Paul’s prayer is “That the God of 
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 Ephesians 1:8-10 - Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 

Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 

which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he 

might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are 

on earth; even in him. KJV 
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our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.” Not in the knowledge of 

things, but of HIM. “ The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that 

ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 

of his inheritance in the saints.” Paul prayed that Christ who is the Light of 

Life would fill our souls – the eyes of your understanding. That is not the 

natural eyes. It is the eyes of the soul. Your soul has faculties created of God 

for no other purpose, no other reason but to see CHRIST. The soul has eyes 

that were created to see Christ and nothing else. The soul has ears to hear 

Him, and no one else. This is what Paul is saying. This reality demands that 

your soul be enlightened. This reality demands that Christ be revealed. What 

is the result? What is the result of His revealing? Paul says in verse 18 

THAT YE MAY KNOW.  

 

 

Seeing-Knowing 

 
I want you to see that the word “know” in this verse is the same Greek word 

that is translated “see” in John 3:3. I have said that this “seeing” is the 

purpose in our being Born Again. It is the same word translated “know” 

here. Seeing and knowing are inseparable. You cannot separate the two. 

Until you see Him you will not know Him. You will know things: you may 

know good things, but you will not know Him, and nothing of this reality 

will be seen to be fulfilled. You will hear and even believe the true words, 

but until you see this One, you will never experientially know the reality of 

which the true words merely testify. You will still be waiting for something 

yet to come – whatever it may be. Yet, HE HAS COME, and God’s desire 

is that you will see the Kingdom: the Kingdom that is in you, the King that 

abides within you.  

 

 

Mine Eyes Have Seen 

 
One last scripture. 1 Kings 10:6-8, “And she said to the king, It was a true 

report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit 

I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, 

behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the 

fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which 

stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.” I am continually 
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being drawn to this story. This is a beautiful story: but this is not just a story. 

This speaks of a reality that must take place in our hearts. It speaks far 

beyond itself. Here we have the Queen of Sheba. She comes to see Solomon. 

Solomon, the son who has finished the Work: the King of the Kingdom of 

God. He is the one who is the richest and wealthiest King. This should bring 

your mind back to what we have been saying. He has all riches and all 

fullness, and the Queen comes to see him. 

 

After she has seen him and been with him, she says something tremendous. 

She says, ‘It was a true report that I heard in my own land’.  Here is what 

we must understand. She could have been satisfied with hearing of Solomon 

and of His Wisdom and of His Glory. She could have totally agreed with 

their words and accepted it as a fact. The same can take place with us. We 

can hear about Christ and the Glory of His Finished Work and be content 

with a doctrine that has the Finished Work as its central theme. However, 

hearing does not bring EVIDENCE to the soul. By that I mean, the evidence 

of the perfection of the work of the Greater than Solomon is not realized by 

hearing, but that hearing must motivate our hearts to come and see or turn to 

see Him.  

 

 

Come – See – Believe 

 
That which she heard, which motivated her to come and see this King, was 

indeed true. What you are hearing now is a true report. You are hearing The 

Truth: the reality of Christ. It is a true report: there is no doubt about it. 

However, it must not stop there; there must then be a coming or turning to 

see the Person of which the words speak. Knowing only comes when He is 

seen. Do you not hear in your heart the verses that bid us “come and see”; 

“taste and see”? The Queen had heard true words, but she said I believed it 

not. That does not mean that she had thought the people of her country were 

all lying to her. In the Hebrew language, it means something more. This 

word “believed” is where we get the English word “Amen” – so be it. 

Therefore, she is saying it was a true report, but there was no Amen to what 

they said. What they said had no evidence to it. That was the condition of 

her heart. She heard words, but they were not confirmed. The reality and 

evidence of the words had not yet appeared. She just had words – true 

words, but just words. She said that those words were not confirmed in her 

heart until she came. Friends, we must come. We must come before Him – 
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the King of glory, and say, ‘God, reveal Him in me. Show me your Son. 

Show me the King. “Until I came and mine eyes have seen…” Yes, these 

were natural eyes that saw a natural King. But it speaks beyond itself to a 

reality that must take place in our heart. We must come and we must see the 

King of glory. We must see Him who has all fullness and in Whom are 

found all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, or else it will be just true 

words we are hearing. 

 

 

HE Exceeds The Words 
 

She says this: ‘Now that I have seen you, they did not tell me half the story. 

What they said was not even half of the story.’ No matter how good the 

words are, no matter how true the report is, they will never exceed HIM. He 

will exceed the words! He is exceedingly, abundantly above anything that 

our words can say! His glory exceeds anything. The Father is only desiring a 

heart that will come and turn: a heart that will turn to see the King; that He 

may make Him known in that heart. That is the purpose of the soul’s 

existence and purpose for that soul to ever be born again. May we allow this 

purpose to be fulfilled in us, even this day. 

. 


